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SIHALTL THE FUNDAMENTALISTS WIN?
Ev Hanny Emzrans Fosprox

Thiz merning we are to think of the Fundamenislisi corlros
versy which threatems to divide the American ehiurehes, as though
ﬂlr!-'r_.-:]:r' T]JFE_‘,»' TWOES YT 5:]ﬂil'l.l'llt.-|__‘_-' EP]"t and rvem. A goene, gog-
gestive for our thought, is depicted in the fitth chapter of the Book
vl the Aers, where the Jewizsh leaders hale hefore them eter and
other of the apostles beeanse they bave been preaching Jesns ns the
Messiab, Morcover, the JTewish leaders propose to slav them, wien
'm opposition Gameliel speaks: “Ilefrain Trom ‘these men, und ler
them alone: for i this eonnscl or this work be of men, it will be
evertheown s bot if it is of God ye will not be eble (o cverthrow
them ; lest Laply ve be found even to be fighting against God.” ..

Une eenld easily Tet his imagination play over thiz acens and
conld wonder how histery would have come ont if Gamalicl’s wize
lolerance could have controlled the eituation. For though the
Jewish leaders seemed superdeially to coneur in Gamaliel’s juig-
ment, they neverlhelesz kept np the'r bitter antagonism und ehuc
the Christians from the Bynagogue. We kovw now that they were
migtaken, Chrizsiianily, starting within Judaism, was not an in-
novatiom to he dreaded ; 1t was the finest flowering our that Judaism
ever had.  When the Mazgler Jovked back aeross bis racial heritage
and said, “L eame nob o destroy, but o fuldll,” he perfeetly de-
seribed the sttnation. The Chrislian ideas af (God, the Ohristian
principles of Tife, the Christian hopes for the future, were all rooted
in the Old Testament and grew up oul of i and the Master him-
self, who ealled the Jewish temple hiz Fathe's houge, rejoiced in
the gloricns heritage of his people’s prophels.  Only, he did beljeve
in & living God. He did net think thay God was dead, having
finighed his worde and works with Malachi, He bud 1ot simply a
higterie, but a contemporary God, speaking now, worling now,
leading his peeple now Tenm partial into fuller truth.  Jegoz bo
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lieved in the progressivencss of revelalion and these Jewish Inaders
did oot understend that. Wag this new Gospel u real development
which they might weleome or wag it an enemy to be cast cut?  And
thew called it an enemy and exelnded if. One does wonder waat
might hove happened hal Gamaliel's wise tolerance been in pontrol,

We, however, face to-duy a situation Loo similar and too urgent
and too much in need of Gamaliel’s attitude to spend any tine
making guesses at supposititcions hislery. Already all of na must
have heard ahout the people who call themselves the Fundamental-
istz. Their apparent intention is to drive out of the evangelical
churches men and women of liberal cpinions. 1 speak of them the
more frecly beeause there are no two denominations more affeercd
by them than the Baptist and the Presbyterian. We should nol
identify lbe Fundamentalists with the conservatives, All Funda-
mentalists are consarvasives, but not all conservatives are Funda-
nentalists,. The best conservatives can often give lessons to the
liberals in true liberality of spiril, bat the undamentalist pro-
pram iz essentially illiberal and intolerant. The FPundamentalists
acr, and they see truly, that in this last generation there have been
strange new movements in Christian thought. A great mas: of
pew knowledse has come inte man’s possession: new knowledge
ahout the physieal universe, its origing, ifs forees, its laws | new
kuowledre about human history and in partienlar abont the ways
in which the aneient peoples used to think in matters of religion
and the methods by which they phrased and explained cheir
apiritual experiences; and new knowledge, alzo, alout other reli-
gions and the strangely similar wuys in which men’s faiths snd
religiong practices have developed everywhere. Now, there are
mulsitudes of reverens Chrislians who have been unable to keep
this mew knowledge in onme compartment of their minds and the
(Christian faith in another., Thev have been sure that all truth
comes Trom the one God and is his revelation.  Not, therefore, from
irreverence or capriee or destructive zeal, but for the aake of intel-
lecinal and spiritual integrity, thut they might really love the Lord
heir God not only with all thelr beart and soul and strength, but
with all their mind, they have been teying Lo see (ki oew knowl-
pdge in termos of the Christian faith and to see the Christian faith
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im terme of thi= new koowledge, Doubtless they have made many
mistakes, TDoubtless there have hoen among them reckless radicals
gifred with inlelleelual ingenmity but lncking gpiritnal depith. Yet
the cuterprize itself scems to them indizpensable to the Christian
vhirck.  The new knowledge and the old faith esmuot be lefl an-
tapomiztie or evem disparate, as thongh & man on Satnrday comld
nee one =26t of Te iy Jative ideas “or hig ife and on Sunday eonld
chanpe prar to anvther aliogether.  We must be able to think our
modern life elear through in Christien termes and to do thet we also
mnst be sble to think our Christian life elear throngh in modern
LOTIms.

Thers 1z 1;.;11'h'i||g rew abont the sitoation. It has _"Jl‘lf_'ll_lf:lll.':'l'i
again and again in history, sz, for example, when the staticnary
earth snddenly began to move and the nniverse that had been cen-
rerod 1m thas _:.1;1||4_-: was centered 1n the sun aronmd which the
plancss whirled., Whenever ench o situation has arisen, there hay
neen only one way out: the new knowledge and the old faith hud
to be blended in a new combingtion, Now, the people in thig
generation who are trying to do thiz are the lberels, and the
Fundamentalists are onl vn a campalgn to shut HE_!'uiI'Et them the
doors of the Chriztian fellowship, Shall they be ellowed to zueceed ¥

[t is interesting Lo note where the Fandamentalizts are driving
in their stakes o mars ont the deadline of doctrine around the
chureh, across which no cne is to pass except on torms of agresment.
They insist thal we mmat all belicve in the historieily of certain
apecial miracles, pre-eminently the virgin birth of our Lord ; that
we mizt beliove in o speetal theory of ingpiration-—that the original
doonmentz of the Seripmre, which of course we no lenger possess,
woers incrrantly dictated Lo men & pood deal as a man might dictate
to & stenographer; that we must believe in a 2pociul theory of the
atonement—hal the blecd of onr Lord, shed in a sobslitutionary
death, placates an alienated Theity and makes possible weleones for
lhe relurning snner; and thet we must believe in the gecond comm-
ing of cur Tord npon the elonds of heaven wo set up o millennium
here, as the only way in which God can bring history to a worthy
dénmmement.  Buch are some ¢f e sakes whieh are being driven,
to mark a deadline of doctrine around the church,
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If o mar iz a gennine liberal, his primary profeat 12 not
against holoing thess opinions, althouga he may wall protest
:?gl'ﬂi'l-"_. their L'-f_n"ng' conaidersd the Mmndamentels of Christianity.
Thiz is a free conntry and anybody has a vight to hold these
opinianz or any others, if he is gineerely eonvineed of them.  The
;,ll,.'&‘-r_'-l,i-;rn 15: has :1]1,I'-_.'E_'|-_n_1":.r g 1,"n:'|'h'i i dell_'_c the Chrisfion nEme to
those who differ with him on zueh poiots and to shut against Lhem
the doors of the Chrigtian fellowship? The Fundamentalists say
thal this el be done, In this counlry and v tbe [oreign fleld
they are trrine to do it.  Thev have actually endeavored to put on
the statnte books of a whole siale binding laws apainst teaching
modern hiolagy, TF they had their way, within the church, they
would set up 1o DProtestantism & doctrinal tribunal more rigid than
the Pope’s. 1o aush an hour, delieate and dangerons, when freel-
j.]l'_:!:i anre |.'l.'."|'|.]:l:J 0 1rin lli%'.ll. T ]i-.l'i'_'l.l,_l I'_li"-\- '!I!I_I.\,_'Il'i'I'I.\_Li" tllll_fI cduse l_'I.I.l
mageanimily and liberslity snd tolerance of spirit. 1 wonld, if |
aould reach their ears, say o the Fundamentalists about the libersls
what Gamalicl gaid to the Jews, “Refrain from these men, ond let
them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will be
averthrown : but if it 15 of God boj 5 will wol be able (o overlhrow
Lher ; lest huply e he foumd oven to he Sghting against God.”

That we may he entirely candid and conerete snd may oot lose
onrselves inany fog of generalities, ler nz thiz morning take two
or thres of theze Fundamentaligl items and see with reference to
them what the sifusfion g in the Christian churches, Too often
we preachers have failed to talk frankly enough abont the differ
enges of opinion which exist among evangelical Christians,
altbongh evervbody knows that they are there., Let us face this
morning some of the differences of opinion with which somehow
we musl deal.

We may well begin with the vexed and mooted question of the
virgin birth of our Lord. T kusw peopls in the Christian churches,
miniaters, missionaries, laymen, devoted lovers of the Lord and
gervants of the Gospel, who, alike as lhev are in their personal
devotion te the Maater, hold gnite differsnt pointz of view about a
matier like the virgin birth. Ilere, for example, is one point of
view: that the virgin hirth ia ta he accepted as historical fact; it
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actually happened; there was no oiher way for a personality like
the Master to come into this world exeept by o HI_Jr;.-L'-i al blnlugi-rﬂ
miracle. That is one peint of view, and many are the gracious
and beautiful sonls who hold it.  But, side by side with them in the
evangelical churches is a group of equally loyal and reverent people
whi wonld say that the virgin hirth is not Lo be aceepted as an his-
torie fael., To believe in virgin birth as an explanation of great
pergonality is one of the familiar ways in which the ancient world
waa acenztomed to ageount for unusual superiority. Many people
suppose that only ones in history do we run across a record of
supernatural birth. Upon the eontrary, stories of miraculous gen-
pration arc among the commoenest traditions of antiguity. Hspe-
¢ially is this true about the fonnders of greal religions.  According
to the reeorls of their faichs, Buddha and Zoreaster and Loo-Taze
and Mahavira were all supernaturally born,  Moses, Confoeins
and Mohammed are the only greatc founders of religions in history
= whom miracnlons birth iz net attributed. That is o say, whien
a personality arose so high that men adored him, the ancient world
attribured his superiority to some special divine influence in hia
generation, and they commonly phrased their faith in terms of
miraculous birth. So Pythegova: waz called wirgin horn, and
Plats, and Augustns Cmser, and many more.  Enowing this, there
are within the evangelical echurches large groups of peopls whose
apinion sbont our Lord's eoming would run as follows: those first
dizeiples adored Jesns—as we do; when they thought about his
soming they were sure that he came speeially from God—as we
are: this adoration and convietion they assoviated with God's spe-
oigl influenes and intention in his birth—az we do; but they
phrazed it in terms of a biological miracle that our medern minds
cannol nze.  So far from thinking that they have given up any-
thing vital in the New Testament's attitude toward Jesus, these
Chrigtians remember that the two men who eontributed mosl to tha
chureh’s thought of the divine meaning of the Christ wers Taul
and John, who never even distuntly allude to the virgin birth.

Here in the Christian churehes are these two groups of peopln
and the question which the Fundamentalists raise is this: shall
pue of them throw the other out # Has intolerance any aontribution
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to make to this situation ¥ Wil it persnade anybody of anylbing ¥
Tz not the Christiar church ]'.-nge -:;-rlt-l:g-:u o hald within ber hos-
pituble followship people who differ on pointz like thig amd agree
to differ until the fuller truth be manifested? The Fundamen-
aliziy s8y ot r_i:hq-:_-' BELV Lhat the hiberals musl go.  Well, 3f the
Fundamentalizte shonld zncceed. then out of the Christian ehurch
would go some of the best Christian life and conseeration of th I8
groeraticn—multitudes of men snd women, devont ard reverent
Christigns, who need the chureh and whom the chureh nesds.
Congider another matter on which thore 15 2 gincere diference
of opinion between evangelical Christigns: the inspiration of the
Eible, Cuie point of view is that the criginal doeuments of the
Beripture were inerrantlvy dietated by God to men. Whether we
desl with the story of creation vr the ligt of the dukes of Edvm or
“he narratives of Solomoen’s reign or the Bermon on the Mourt or
the thirteenth chapter of Firer Corinthizns, (hey all eame in the
summe wuy and they all eame a2 no ofher hook ever came. They were
inerrantly dictated ; everything there—sacientific opiniong, medical
‘heories, hislorical judgments, as well as spiritual insight—1ig in-
fallible, That i= one idea of the Bible's ingpiration, But side
¥ gide with those who held it lovers of the Book g much as they,
are multitndes of people who never think sbout the Bible z0. Tn-
deed, that static and meechanical thecry of ngpiralion seems lo
them & pozitive peril to the spiritnal life, The Koran similarly
nas been regarded by Mohammedans as hm‘it]; peen miellibly writ-
cen in beaven before it cume to earth. Buar the Koren evshrines the
thealegieal and ethieal ideas of Aralia st the time when it was
written. God an Oriental monarch, fatalistie submission to his
will ag man’s chief duty, the nse of force on nnhelievers, polvgamy,
slavery—they are all in the Koran, The Koran was aheud of the
duy when 1t was writtem, buf, petrified by an artificial ides of
inspiration, it has become a millstone about the neck of Mobam-
medaniem, When ove turns from the Keran to the Bible, be finds
thiz interesting sitnaticm. All of these ideas, which we di:like in
the Koran, are sornewhere in the Bible, Coneeprinng fram which
we now send missionaries to convert Mobhammedang are to be found
in the Dook. There ore can find God thovght of a: an Oriental
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manarceh ; there, too, are patriarehal polygamy, and sove syslems,
and the use of foree on nnbelievers, Only in the Bible these «le
ments are not final : they ore elways being zuperseded ; revelailon 1s
progreseive, The thought of God moves ont from Oriental king-
zhip wo eompossionate fatherhood ; trealment of unbelievers moves
ont from the uge of foree lo toe appeal: of love polvgrmy gives
wiy to menogaimy ; slavery, pever explieitly condemned befors the
New Testament clogez, iz nevertheless being undermined hy ideuas
thal in the end, like dynamite, will blast itz foundatione (o picces.
Repeatedly one roms on verses likea this: “14 was sald to them of old
time . . . but I say unte you'?; ¥God, baving of old time
gpoken. nnto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in
divers manners, hath at the end of these days speken tnto us in his
=on® ; “The {imes of LETIUTALICE therelore God overlooked ; but now
he commandeth men that they should 211 everywhere repent™ 3 and
over the doorway of the New Testament into the Christian world
stand the words of Jesnz: “When he, the Bpivit of trath iz eome, he
shall guide vou inte all the truth,” That is to say, finality in the
Koran iz behind ; finality in the Bible iz shead. We have not
reached it. We cannot vet compass all of it.  God is leading vz omt
toward 1. There are multilodes of Chriztians, then, whe think,
and rejoiee as they think, of the Bible a: the record of the progres-
give unfolding of the character of God to hiz people from early
nrimitive days until the great vmveiling in Christ: o them the
Hook is more inspired and moere inspining than ever it was before
and to go back ™ a mechonieal and sratie theory of ingpiralion
WI_'II_IIIL] INEATE 1o |1|I'f'|| |_..'I|_I ]llﬁ!i. lil'!l BOTlE “‘II l]ll_‘ TEI ] 'l."i1:.'|.| Iflf‘“:uﬂutﬁ i]_l
their spiritual expericnes and in their appreciotion of (he Book,

Here in the Christian church to-day ave these two groups, and
the question which the Fundamentalists have raised ig thiz: zhall
cue of them drive the other cut? Do we think the cavse of Jesns
Christ will be furthercd by that? If he shonld walk through the
rarks of this eomgregation thia morning, can we imagine him claim-
ing as hiz own those who hold one idea of ingpiration and sending
Trom him into onter dariness those who hold another ! Yon eannofk
fit the Lord Chrizt inte that Fondamentalist mold, The church
wonld better Judge bis judgment. For in the Middle West the
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Fundsmenialists have had their way in somo communities and a
Christian minisrer tells ns the consequemce. He says that the
educated people are looking for their religion outside the churehes,

(lomaider auether maller npon which there is a aerious und sin-
cere diTercnce of opinien between evangslical Christians: the
seeond coming of onr Lord. The zecond eoming was the early
Christian phrasing of hope.  No one in the ancient world had ever
thought, as we do, of development, progeess, gradual change, as
God’s way of working out his will in human life and inztitarions,
Thev theught of human history as a series of ages suceeeding one
another with wbrupl sudienness, The Greeo-Roman world gave
the names of metals to the ages—eold, silver, bronze, iron.  Lhe
Hebrews had their ages too—1the original Taradise in which man
began, the cursed world in which man now lives, the blessed Mes
siunic Kingdom some day suddenly to appear on the clounda of
heaven, TL was the Hebrew way of expressing hope for the vie-
tory of God and righteonsness. When the Christians eame they
took over thut phrasing of expectaney and the New Tratamecl
is aglow with it. The preaching of the apostles thrills with the
elad anoeuncement, “Christ is coming !

In the evangelical churches Lo-day there are difering views of
lhis matter. One view is that Christ is literally eoming, externally
on the clouda of heaven, Lo sck np his L:il't;_;l:.f'rm here, I never heard
that teaching in my youth at all. 1t has always had a new resur-
rection when desperate eircumstances came and man’s ouly hope
szemed to lie in divine intervention. Il 1s not strange, then, that
during these chastie, catastrophic years there has been o Lresl
rebirth of thiz old phrasing of expectancy, “Christ is coming!”
spems to macy Christians the centrol messags of the Gospel, In
the strength of it some of them are doing great service for the
world, Dut unhappily, many so overemphasize it that they outda
anvthing the uneient Mebrews or the ancient Christianz ever did.
They sit still and do nothing and expeet the world to grow worse
and worse until he comes.

Side by side with thess to whom the second eoming is a literal
{a_:{[;u;_-i_mi-_';n, another group pxigta in the U‘r':i!lgelir;ﬂl churehes,
They, tos, say, “Christ is coming!” They say it with all their
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hearts; but I'I|1_J:f' are nol thinking of an external arrivel on Lhe
elonds, They have sssimilated as part of the divine revelation
the exhilarating insight which these recent gencrations have given
b g, Laal cevelopmenl iy (Growd 2 WAY of F'FTJI'IE.Z'II‘-.:" ot his wrill, T]l"j
ace that the most desirable clemenrs in hnman life have coms
throngh the method of development. Man's musie has developed
fram the rhythmie noizo of beaten aticks until we have in melody
and harmonv possibilities onee undreamsd. Man’s painting has
developed from the erude vullines of the cavemen until in line and
eolor we have achieved unforeseen reaulta and posacaa latent bean-
fies vet unfolded. Man's architecturs has developed from tae
erude huta of primitive men nntil our cathedrals and busziness
butlaings revea] alike an incaleulable advanes and an 11_r:ir'r|a]gir|11}_'-|lf.
e, Development does gsem to be the way in which God worls.
And these Christians, when thev say that Chriat ia coning, mean
that, slowly 1t may be, bub surely, his will and principles will boe
worked cut by God's grace in humen 1ifo and institutions, wuil
“he shall see of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied.”

These two gronps exist in the Christizn churches and the
question raised by the Fundamentalists ig: shall one of them drive
the other out? Will that gel us anywhere? Muliitudes of young
men and women at this season of the year are gradnating from our
sehools of learning, iousands of them Christians who may make
13 olier ones sshamed by the zinecrity of their devotion to Gud’s
will on earth, They are not thinking in ancient terms that leave
ileas of progress out. They eannof think ic these terms, There
sould be no greater tragedy than that the Fundamentalists should
ahit the door of the Caristian fellowship seainsi such.

T do not belicve for one moment that the Fundamentalials are
going o succsed,  Nobody's infolerance can coniribute anything
to the solution of the situation which we have deseribed. 12, then,
the Fundamentalizsts have no golution of the problem, where may
we expect to find itY In fwo eoncludicg comments lst us ovn-
aider our reply to that inguiry.

The tirat element thab iz neveszary ia a epirit of lolerapes and
(Christian liberty, When will the world learn that intolerance
aalvres o [Jl'ubll;'um:;]? This iz ot a leggon which the Fundamental=
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iste alone necd to learn; the liberals alse need to leurn it Speak-
ing, as T do, from the viewpoinl of liberal opinionz, let me say
that if somme voung, Tresh mind hers this morning i holding new
idens, has fonght his way througl, it may bte by iptelleetnal and
-"l’r"“ unal sirugele, to novel i'."'-.h":l inna, and is l'-:||F.||'-“:] to be intolerant
ahout old vpinivns, offensively to condescend to thise whe hold
thesn ard o be harsh in jndzmens on them, he may well remember
that people who held those ¢1d opiniomz have given the world sone
of the noblest charneter and the most rememberable serviee that 1t
pver hae been bleszed with, and that we of i FOTIEET gn'ru-ru'.ir]]
will prove emr case best, not by controversial intoleranee, but by pro
ducing, with our new opinions, something of the depth and
atrength, nobility and beauly of character that in other times were
nssocigted with other thoughta, It was u wise liberal, the most
adventurcus mwan of his day—Paul the Apostle— whe suid,
“Knowledge pufieth up, tmt love buildeth up”

Wevertheloss, it iz true that just now the Fondamentalizts are
giving ng one of the worst exhibitions of bitter intoleranee that the
churches of thiz eountry have ever seen, Ag ome watches them
ard Bzrens to them, he remembers the remark of General Arm.
strong of Hampton Institute: “Cantankerounsncss is worse Than
I‘_f‘n'-:.-:lr]:-:::'."' Thers . are INANY L-]rj!.=.1.-1|.- in the field of medern
comiroversy concerning which 1 am not sure whether they are
right or wrong, bur there is one thing I am sure of @ eourtesy and
kindliness and toleranec and homilily and fairness are right,
Opivions may be mistaken ; love never 13,

As T plead thus fur an intellectnally heospitable, tolerant,
liberty-loving chureh, 1 am o f comrse thinking primarily abond
thiz new gemeration. We have boys and girls growing up in our
homes and schoals, and beeanse we love them we may well wonder
ahnmt toe l'hlil.'l_'} which ‘.,?jl] ke 'Lﬂ-';.'l.ilirlg L roecve them, }-!i.-"ﬂ-’, the
worsl kind of ehurch that ean possibly be offered w ibe allegiance
of the pew generatiom is an intolerant church. Ministers often
heweil the fact thor voung people turn from religion to seience for
the regulative ideas of their lives. But this is easily explicehle.
Bejence treats & young man'e mind as thomgh it were really imnpor-
lant, A seientist zavys to a young man: “Here 12 the universe
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r!m”l'rlgiu;j CHAS D1 VEH f;_.;zlllnl'.. Here are the trmths which we have
geen, so Tar, Come, study with us!  Bee what wa alread Iy have
aeen and then loak further to see more, for science 13 an |I‘-.II"||I'-I'|'.1l;ll
adventure tor the reath.”  Can you imagine any man who ia
worth while turning from that call to the chureh, if the chureh
spems wr bic Lo ZAY, “Come, and we will feed yau I'“-|‘3111' ions from
4 apoon,  No thinking ig allawad here cxeept such sz b ngs v b
certain specified, predetermined conclnsions.  These prescribed
apinions we will give ¥ou in advanee of your thicking; now think,
but only s as to reach Lhese reanlta™ ‘I.T'-.r friends, nof h-..'r-:v 1 all
the world is a0 much werlh hinking of as God, '[_|II 15t, the Bible,
sin and salvarion, the civine purposes Tor hinnoukind, 111'-:- everlasl-
ing. Bul you cannol challenge the dedicated thinking of this gen-
pration to these aublime themes upon uny such lerms us wre Inid
down by an iatolerant church.

The aeeond element which 1s needed T we are to reach a ]lrl_:*r':-r'
solution of this problem is & clear insight inte the main issnes of
mdiern Chreistianity and a sense of penitent ghame that the Chris-
tian church should be quarecling over little matters when the world
15 dyiog of great needs. If, during the war, when the nations wers
wrestling upon the very briok of hell and at times all gecmed lost,
";-'-L'I 1 l:!_.:]."ll'l;fl_]_ ¥ 'II"' |l.’l.-l_l e 'I_"|'_'|_ Al dL L-I-'['I_ntl T |'|||l\.l'|]I SEHIIEY '||i|-..'|:

matter of seeturisn denominationslism, could vou restrain your
indignation?  You said, “What can you 4o with falls lice this
who, in the face of colossal izaues, play with the tidaled ywinks and
peecadillos of relicion ¥ 8o, now, when from the terrific questions
of this gencration one is called away by the noise of this Trunda-
mentalist eontroveray, he thivks it alwest unforgivable thai men
should tithe mict and anise and eurnmin, and luﬂ--m‘ NV 'l'-t"‘li,
when the warld 15 perishing for the lack of the weightier matters
the law, justice, and merey, and faith. These last weeks, in Tllli'
minister's v.-mfm:xirr:ml I have heard stories fromn the depths of
human live: wheee mon and women were wrestliog with the ele
mental problems of mizery and sin—storiea chat put upon a man’a
heart o burden of viearivus sorrow, even (hough he dees bat listen
to them. Here waa real human need erving out after the living
God revealsd o Chrizt, Congider all the multitudes of men who
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ge need Glod, and then think of Chriztian ehurehe: making of them-
selves a eockpit of eontroversy when there i2 not 2 single thing
a% stake in the controversy on which depends the salvation of human
zomlz. That 1z the rromble with thiz woole business, So mueh of 1t
does not matter!  And there 18 one |.}I]Jl;:f that dees matter—more
lhan apything else in all the world—thal mwen o ibeir personsl
live: snd in their sceial relationships should kmow Jesug Christ,

Jusl a week ago T received a lelter from a friend in Agia
-llr{IIIII'_:'I'- H.l:'\- Eul'l::.,_‘-'\. L-iIH'_ T.]'_Il':'.:r' dI'e ]-.';”:'!'I_'::' :]-; _.1'. I'I'III_-'.'-IIII'-_' I':.'Et T_]_IF:I'[ T.'I‘.;'
Turkish deportations still are poang om; that lately they crowded
Christian men, women and ehildeen into a eonventicle of worzhip
and burned them together in the house where they had prayed te
their Father and fo onrs. During the war, when it was good
'Fll'“']'f-i'l:._'__‘?.'!]l’]ﬂ o ciir TEEF LT bitier hatred ;|gé‘|i:’|fl. {fie eNemy we
beard of such atrocitivs, but not now! Two weeks apo, Great
Dritein, shocked and stirred by what is going on in Armenia, did
ask the Governmenl of the United Statez to join ber 1o 1nvesl-
pating the atrocities and trying to help. Ouwr Government said
that it was not any of our business at all. The present world gitu
ption smells te heaven! And now, in the presenee of colossal prob
lemng, which must be solved in Christ’s name and for Christ's sake,
the Fundamentelists propose to drive oot from the Christian
churehes all the eonsecrated sonls who do not sgree with their
theory of inspiration,  What 1mmeasurable folly !

Vell, they are not going to do it certainly vot in this vieinity,
I do not even Enow in this eongregation whetber apybody haz been
ternpted 1o be 2 Fondamentalist,  Never in thiz church have T
canght ome accent of intelerance, God keep uz alway: so and ever
increasing arcas of the Christian fellowshin: intellectnally hos-
pitable, open-minded, liberty-loving, fair, tolerant, not with the
tolerunce of indifference os though we did not care abont the faith,
but becanze always our major emphasic is upon the weightier mat-
terg of the law,
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PRAY KL

Eternal Ged, our Father, we have prayed to Thee for meany
things lest by cur sing we shonld destroy our lives andd huri Thy
canse, Hear ue this morning az with cager prayer we lift np onr
hearts and seek from Thee the grace of magnanimity, the ability to
differ and vet love, the beauty of tolerance and of o large heart.
Grant Thy chureh this grace, possessing which alone we may be
dizeiples of the Master whe said, “By this shull all men koow 1bat
v are my disciples, if ye have love ore to ancther.” We ask it in
hig name, Amen.
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