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enth day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.” It iz, therefore, m the
nature of robbery for a man or a nation to refuse to observe it. (b)
The duty of Sabbath observance grows out of the divine example; as
it is writlen, “In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and rested
on the seventh day: YWherefore, the Lord blessed the Sabbath day
and hallowed it.,” We are God's children, and we are required to lkeep
the Sabbath because he kept it. (¢) It rests distinctly on a divine com-
mand: “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” The word 're-
member” is significant; it suggests that there is danger of forget-
ting it.

Now, finally, what is the duty of Christian people in these prem-
ises? Two things we can and should do. First, IFor ourselves we
should ‘scrupulously keep the day. Let us do no work therein. When
we leave the office or workshop on Saturday night it should be closed
with a time-lock, set to open on Monday morning. Secular affairs of the
world should cease for us. There should be no reading of business let-
ters or consulting the ledger on the holy day. The Sunday newspa-
per should be kept out of our homes as an intruder. The hours should
be scrupulously observed in rest and worship; in the delights of the
family cirele; in the sacred pleasures of the sanctuary and in the
tryvsting place with God. Second, It devolves upon us to stand guard
over the sanctions of the Lord’'s day. We have statutory laws for its
observance; in the interest of our country and scciety, as well as of
our personal welfare, let us look to their enforcement. It will be a
portentous day for America when the Sabbath shall lose its hold up-
on the people. On May 16, 1871, in Paris, the Cummunists tore down
the Column Vendome. It represented a ecycle of glorious history. It
commemorated Austerlitz and Marengo. There were sad hearts in
Paris that day, for when it fell the glory of TFrance fell with it. So
will it be if ever the malignaut spirits who assail our American Sab-
bath shall have their way. All the prized traditions of our civil and
religious freedom are associated with that day. The Lord preserve
it in the hearts of the people! The Lord enable us to so employ its
sacred hours that we may all worthily at last enter into the rest which
remaineth for the people of God!

SHALL OUR NATION LOSE ITS SABBATH—THEN
WHAT?

BY REV. ). M. FOSTER.

We distinguish between the civil and religious Sabbath. The
state prohibits public Sabbath (’.esecratilon. The church teaches to
< » Sabbath day holy uuto the Lord. ‘
]\eepﬂ;zc(lissqtinguish ;lso between the nation and its goyex:nment. "lhc
state is not born, it is made. 1t stands, as the word 111(1.1c:1lf3s. 1t 1‘s
God’s moral order, fixed and settled for all time. Th'e nation is a mo‘x-
al being, born in Mis providence, maintained by is l)ou.nty, and1 re-
gponsible to Him for its character and conduct. The state is tll'e s 1'ere
of the nation’s activities. The nation lives and moves, lhas its being
in God's moral order. 'The basis of God's moral order ’was '1'evea1ed
in the Ten Commandments. They were utteyed b.y God’s voice a‘r}xid
ihe flame and smoke of Sinai, to indicate theirymajesty a.n(l'authont?’,
and written with His finger on two tables of. stone to. mdlcat.e t1.1e1r
perpetuity, they were given to tlie Hebrew nation as their CO]]Stltl}tl.Ou.
They form the basis of the Mosaic legislation; they are th(? [01:)11(1&(’,101\
of zill moral legistation. Justinian was emperor of Rome in 527 A. D.
He reigned 38 vears. He resicred unity between .thc Greek and Lati'n
empires. IHis great work, however, was colla?mg the codes of”hls
predecessors and preparing a digest of thiem. His was called the Tre-
bonian code, It was the best Rome ever produced. The Ten Command-
ments were its foundation. Charlemagne, king of Fra:nce', Wwas Crowii-
ed by the Pope as emperor of the holy Roman empire m.SOO A, D.
His 1.'eig1'. was specially conspicuous for the code of laws \\'1}1ch he pre-
pared. Their basis was the Decalogue. Alfred was maile king of El)g-
land in 837 A. D.. He was called the good king. e ga\'e Eng]z.lnd JLG
best code she had prior to the Magna Charta under ng. John in 1215.
It was founded upon the Ten Commandments. The thirteen colonies
that originally settled along the Atlauntic coast brought the ’:an Colm-
mandments and made them the basis of their civil and DO.]ltl(‘EI] life.
Our revolulionary fathers laid the foundation of this Republic upon the
Decalogue. The Declaration of Independence was a‘ reca.st F’f the Ten
Commandments. They are the foundation of Amel*lc_an. jurisprudence.
But the Sabbath is the very heart of the Decalogue. It is the'keystczne
of the moral arch; without it the moral order falls in confusion. The
Sabbath and the family came down to us from Ede.n. The Sab-
Lath is a world-old and a world-wide institution. It is the arrange-
ment, the appointment, the continuance of heaven for man. A Baby-
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lonian tablet, recently discovered, which antedates Moses, reads thus:
“The seventh day a Sabbath. The Prince of mighty nations, the flesh
of birds and cooked fruits eats not; in his chariot he rides not; in his
palace he legislates not. To make a high place is suitable. Lifting
his hand, the high place of the gods, he worships.” Homer and Hesi-
od, two Greck poets, who flourished 900 vears before Christ and Calli-
machus, another who flourished 700 years later, refer to the seventh
day as holy. Theophilus, of Antioch, says, concerning the seventh day,
“The day which all mankind celebrates.” EFusebius, the father of his-
torians, observes, “almost all Philosophers and poetsg acknowledge the
seventh day as holy.” Josephus says: “No city ¢f Greeks or harbari-
ans can be found, which does not acknowledge the seventh day as holy.”

Now, the question is, how came they by this septenary division of
time? It is not a natural division. There is nothing in the movement
of sun, moon or stars to suggest it. It is purely arbitrary. The only
account that you can give of it is, God ordained the Sabbath in the

beginning, and it came down by tradition to all kindreds and nations
and people.

Proudlion, the IFrench socialist, will not be suspected of being
a biased witness. He says: “Diminislh the week by one day, and you
have not enough work to justify a rest-day. Increase the week by
one day, and labor becomes excéssive. Divide the weelk, and give man
a half holiday every three days, and you increase the loss of time
by multiplying the divisions of time and dividing the natural unit
of the week. Give man forty-eight hours’ rest after twelve days’
work, and you kill him by inertia after bruising him by fatigue.”
Could anything be more conclusive? This is the testimony of an
enemy to Christianity. Dr. IHaegler, of Basle, has an interesting de-
monstration. A workman is at lis physical normal level Monday
morning. The day's work exhausts his energies. DMonday night's
rest restores him partially. Tuesday morning he is not up to Mon-
day morning’s level. Wednesday morning finds him below Tues-
day morning, and so to Saturday night. His vitality is so low by
that time that it requires two nights and a day to restore his normal
energles.  Without the Sabbath, he makes a tobogan descent into
a primature grave. Six hundred and forty-one physicians in London,
including Dr. IParre, signed a petition to the British Parliament against
opening Crystal Palace on Sabbath, on which this  sentence occurs:
“We know, as medical men, that one day in seven for rest is a nec-
cssltiy to restore the physical equilibrium which has Dbeen disturbed
by six days’ work.” Mr. Bianconi, the proprietor of one hundred
and ten vehicles in Clonmell, Ireland, in a scientific paper before the
British Association for the Advancement of Science, in 1857, said:
“I found that I could work a horse with more Advantage eight miles
a day for sIx days, than six miles a day for seven days. And by the
former method there is a saving of 13 per cent. I am persuaded,” he
added in conclusion, “man cannot be wiser than his Maker.” The
Delawave, Lackawanna & Western Railroad for years ran no trains
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3 is testi S O at

on Sabbath. Their general manager gave this testimony: 1 limd tlnl
men one dayv in seven for rest improves the service.  Ang

giving owm sporting in one hun-

with an improved service 1 can do as much tran . ne
dred and forty-four honrs, as otherwise 1 could (lo’m 011011 pdred
and sixty-eight.” Yonder in Germany 57 per cent. 9[ (11(:'11'1:11‘1“0 .m\d
ing in factories and 77 per cent. of thosc ?ngnge(} -1111-.11“111:.;1‘ Mou.(h‘.
transporting service have no Sabbath. 1t is p1:0\ el .)mq”;h\' brm.g,s
is an unproductive day among then. '.l‘he contment“l] '}1 1)“;.1_" \\r(\h_
the unproductive Monday. 1In California U.le days z'ue l}llL .,\I.Oll(hv
nesday, Thursday, IFriday, Satnrday, Picnic Day, ‘m.(l lul'le {l‘nl.i‘l;g:
"Ope1~;1ti\’es are perfectly right,” said John Sytuz{rt f\lll?, l1]11 l)Cn i\vcn
that, if all worked on Sabbath, se\'en.da:\'s \\‘01‘1\.. \.\ou( g8 %
7 Lord Macaulay said in the British Parliament:

- Iy ro! roes.
e e s because we lhave these

“We in England are not poorer, hut richer, : R thes
n::u?y ages c1'este(l from our labors one (Iay. in seven. ' IIILC (ill.ll) u:z
not lost. While industry is suspended, while the 1)-10\\' )l bl‘ oo
furrow, while the exchaunge is silent, while '110 smolie .1sct(;n(bwe'1“h
the factory, a process is going on quite as important ‘to ble , dtlyq
of nations as any process which is pert‘fbrmcd on mol(fl 11'513.‘1; .{]i
Man, the machine of machines, the machm(.z compared w-lt]]] \\‘nci l‘.e_
the continuances of the WWalts and Arkwrights 'tn'c \\'01‘t1 essﬁ;ld'w
pairing and winding up, so that 1110 1'eu'11'iltlss t?‘ i]tlllls 1L::lll);)‘lvscdoncc;mo”;n;l
' Jearer intellect, with livelier spirits, w ;
:?il‘;l)lr.'c'le The Sabbath is God’s moral order. Dr. Lem.mr‘(i .\Vice)}:s(’(:i
Bacon defended this proposition: “The law of rest fol :1“‘115l eoes
sary to the liberty of rest to each.”. Unles.s all are cqmpe ~u,-1;}y t;lis
to respect the Sabbatl, no one is sure of his .fre'edom' 1'?1.'ellt_].0}l ?u e
rest. Colendjo says, that God gives our Christian c1'\ iliza 1011[, thes;}
Sabbath, fifty-two springs in a year. Let no ome rob uls 91 theh:
springs. Therefore the nation ought to protect the people 11
God-given right to Sabbath rest. 1 it
This is essential to national perpetuity.
in hlls \\l'cl::lsi lon “The Sabbath,” devotes a chapter to.“A(}valntggleEq:)lii
{he Sabbath to Nations.” IMe contrasts Sabbath keeping ‘11;(t as))';.m
breaking nations. England is compared to France, Scotlz.l.n( oH'il(l'm;
Switzerland to Austria, North America to South Amel’lcn. '('t‘ 1
ing, that ISuropean despotic rulers have cultlva'e(,
Sports,” a love of pastime

Rev. James Gilfillan,

js quoted as say D oot
as Charles 11. did in the day of the oo\- o . ' ‘ ¢
on Sabbaths, in order that the people might be more qlnnet. uu(},el v11~)1(:e
litical distresses. “A holiday Sabbath is the ally of (le.spotlsm. l
Romish or the Parisian Sabbath malke despotism .possmle. A peopbe
who keep God's day holy, are too intelligent and independent to sub-
The French nation abolished the Sabbath and
adopted every tenth day as a holiday. A traveler, later, said, llI (?:le\(\lr
no old farmers, no old mechanics, no old mercha?ts. ’]lt]1£33 a o
H - H iy > - 'Gl'(

g men working seven days in their dirty ov s

T e ' Infanticides and

mit to oppression.

young. o

by and by became averse to a change of me.1. . _ and

n;'nri(-ides multiplied. Husbands murdered their wives, wives
atricides
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dered their ”

oo rmllllegl husb:.mds. And Abbee Gregoir exclaimed: “This law
: 5 : : 3 aw

e “: aiitloln. ('Il‘lle Reign of Terror of the French Revolu

- E archy and blood in 1792 and tl i iy .

IFrench Comimune in 1870 were the Truit He Tiels of Hell of the

A ju i . :
said; “JNggzlﬂl:s Ic::l?]i]e(i{ I)z.lsslug sentence of death on two fishermen,
They have mo Sabhain med.,o ‘(legr.aded in Ireland as the fishermen.
the world" It 1e Sn;n ,Uan are without God and without liope in
trate so frequently Lq; mlztljloonglzlllssc Olf men are before the magis-
to seve .‘ bt ) abmen, who toil from f
reclons l:)tfeiﬁeh]g:.lllf“v:r;la; ;(1?\:.:11 (luys&in the week.” 1When ct)ll-ll;tedeil}
) e pelaware. Aackawanna & Western Railro: i
;)00(11::‘ t:)‘:;‘;célg;lls I011 L].IO Sabbath, their president, tlllfeoﬁoi?t%'im;d
broar (e fo.””h. . n his protest he said: “"You compel your men' to'
it they g0 on and c::lrlen.lil—mlmml‘t, aud then you need not be surprised
property.” They disre dq;-ath]e eighth commandment, and destroy your
Pittshurg, Pa., in 18775‘ : ec Il:’S protest and he resigned. The riot of
and the Chic:;"o Pull' e LS. IOC.OmOtiVCS were given to the toreh
bath bl'eﬂ]{in"‘aq" ) man car riot in 1894, were connected with Sab-
the ('Olltiuen;]]‘ ;u 211115? and effect. Give Americans two ccnturies‘ of
moncey-grips Asneql'l_lt(la} .of Europe, and we are in the hands of the
supreme C01;1-t O‘f\tluexyes‘- and murderers. An eminent judge of the
Christian Sabbath tl:i.Ll.me(l Slﬂ[e.s”has said: “Where there is no
free government canu 15115 :10 Ch“.S[mn morality: and without this
keeping one day in sg\' OI;O b'e maintained.” Blackstone said: “The
ment, as well as fo{- esl'm])’ ZIS'{). t.m)e of relaxation and refresh-
state, considered 111(31-e1Dll . Wo.r:?ln.p_ 1s of admirable service to the
lielp of conversation '1}111(]&5 a.cl\"nl lustitution. It humanizes, by the
whicll would Otllel‘wis‘ : :OCle.t)‘, t.he manners of the lower cless:as
selfishuess of spirit; i?c ;?oilllelilte ll.lto & $01'(]i(1 ferocity and Sa\'a;é
sue his occupation 1;1 s 18 .e.s the industrious workingman to Du?._
it imprints on the mind ensuing week with healih and cheerfulness;
God so uecessary o lrllllliljcotfllégf fgc??le.tthat sense of their duty té
be worn out and ) good citizens, but which yet w
Without auy St::{lo(ldetfiz;:e(l by an 'unrcmitted continnance of ‘l‘zloblgl['l
Maker.”” Count ;\‘Ionmlcilo%trecanmg them to the worship of lheil:
M, wrote: Mo {re ~)<‘31 " one of the most eminent Frencl states-
Ut immense city ofz N 5L11p11§e(1 sometimes by the ease with w
emall battalions and Lovndon is kept in order by a garrison of three
T'rance, which is half :\ho S(}uadl"ons; while to control the capital of
sixly Lrousand ll‘l[;ouql e 51?e, Lorty thousand troops of the line
arrives in Lon(loil 011\-L gsllﬂl(ls are necsssary.
of commerce suspended i abbath morning, when he sees everything
when in the conter of( tl111‘1ttlclgltosgsli.'lzuluic.czlpitnl in obedience to God%
pose sear o . ¢ al business he finds silence i .
the immlecucslé clll.lot\evl(;:lmed b.\" the bells which call to 1)m3'e1'.e :1111((11 lhev
coases. | 1o uu(]m-S{qmll their way to church—then his astonisllmen‘t
heople beside (1 L‘n(s that there is another curb for a Chri ti
de that made by bayonets, and that, where the law ;;SC}ZS
c h§

hich

and
But the stranger who
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is fulfilled with such a solemn cubmissiveness, God Himseli, ir I dare
charges Himself with the police avrangements.”

use the words,
numbering 5,000,

“The city and metropolitan police of London,
ans of the pnblic peace, as a body live almost with-
out regard to religion, or thought of another world. In four years,
1849-1852, 54 of that body were convicted of offenses, 970 were dis-
migsed, and 524 were suspended, 2,495 were fined, 64 were reduced in
rank, 3,151 resigned. The value of the property stolen during that
period was £133,942, of which £34,032 was recovered. 'The want of
a day of rest and moral training is found to corrupt a class, who
{rom iheir circumstances in lite might be expected to rise superior to
deeds of villany.”—Gilfillan.—There has been a moral earthquake in
the police force of Boston during the past six months, and a Sab-
bath rest is proposed as a remedy, in addition to the grand chauge
already affected.
9. We ought to have a national Sabbath law. The Pilgrim fath-
ers spent a whole month going np and down the Massachusett's coast
in the Mayflower, seeking a suitable landing. One Friday night they
drew near a suitable landing. Their pilot did not Lknow what it was.
They landed and found it was Clark’s Island. They could not return
to the ship without using the Sabbath. So they spent the Sabbath,
unprotected, on the island. A year Iater an Indian chief and his
braves came on Sahbath to make a treaty with them. They refused
to do business on Sabbath. The Indians left breathing out threaten-
ings and slaughter for what they regavded an insult. All the colonies
from New Hampshire to Georgia kept the Sabbath. The thirtcen
original states had Sabbath laws. The American revolution was fol-
lowed by a flood of French infidelity which well-nigh swept away
the Sabbath, TIn 1810 Congress passed a law that the United
States mail should be carried on Sabbath. In 1828 there were
467 petitibus sent up from twenty-one states against this law. When
they were presented to the postmaster-general, he replied: “As long
as the silver rivers flow and the green grass Brows and the oceanic
tides rise and fall on the first day of the week, so long the United
States mail shall circulate on that day.” The War of the Rebellion
to our Sabbath. Dr. Philip Schaft said at Saratoga
in 1863: “The severest trial through which the American Sabbath
ever had to pass, or is likely to pass in the future, is the civil war
which has now been raging with increasing fury for more than two
years. The desecration of the Sabbath soon after the outbreak of
the war increased at a most alarming rate, and threatcned the peo-
ple with greater danger than the Rebellion itself.” 1ollowing the
Rebellion came a flood of German skepticism that overflowed all the
banks, so that while both Houses of Congress passed a law in 1892,
closing the gates of the World’s Fair at Chicago on Sabbath, and
the President sigued it, it was veloed by a judge, aud the law was
voided. And so deadened had tlie American conscience become that

no protest was made.

although guardi

was a severe blow
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The legislature of Connecticut passed a law that no unnecessary
trains should run on Sabbath. The first Lord's Day they emancipated
10,000 railroad men from Sabbath toil. But the express trains carry-
ing the United States mail, ran through the state, and the legislature
was powerless to prohibit it. These railroads pay a heavy forfeit if
they fail to transport the mail on Sabbath. And hence, when 450
locomotive engincers on the New York Central Railway petitioned for
their Sabbath rest, on the ground of conscience, the president of the
company replied: “So long as the other roads run their trains on Sab-
bath, mine shall go. And unless you are at your post you will lose
your position.”

During the eighties Senator Blair, of Vermont, introduced a Sab-
bath-rest bill. A hearing was given on behalf of the Dbill before the
judiciary committee. It was printed in a document of 156 pages and
100,000 copies struck olff. The chairman of the committee, Senator
Paiue, of Olio, asked: “Are not freight trains a business necessity on
Sabbath?” General Divan, who had been president of the Erie Rail-
road for thirty years, answered: “The transporting facilities of our
railroads arc in advance of the business demands of the country, and
they will continue to bhe. They can do the work in six days.” “Is
it not necessary to carry pevishable freight on Sabbath?" “The ref-
rigerator has removed that article. There is no perishable freight.”
“Must not cattle trains move on Sabbath?” “No. cattle men say, that
wlere they have a long haul, it is betlter for the stock to stop and un-
load and rest one day in seven. And when they have a short haul,
it is not neccessary to wait until late Saturday evening before start-
ing."” ‘“Must not passenger trains, running from coast to coast, con-
tinue the jouruney on Sabbath?” =aA train starting in New York Mon-
day morning can reach San Francisco Defore Saturday evening.
TFFor trains starting later I would have special hotel accommodations
provided at threce points, and I would give passengers free tickets
for Sabbath rest. I am salisfied, no passenger would complain of the
PSUBRMEYS EORPANY A6TE ¢ would fnd it a financial success.” *Is

not. the postoflice a business lecessity on Sabbatli?” “Yonder in To-
ronto. Canada, and in Loudon, England, the postoffices are closed
twenty-four honrs every Sabbath. Business is not paralyzed. Tle
wheels of commierce are not clogged. If they can do without the post-
oflice in Loudon on Sabbath, our cities can do so also.” “Must not
the street cars run on Sabbath to carry the people to church on Sab-
bath?” “The street cars carry more people to pleasure resorts on
Sabbath, than to church, manifold. In Toronto they were tied up on
Sabbath for years. And in that city of 140,000, scattered over a wide
territory, the people get to churell.” “Must the Sunday newspaper
and train be prohibited?” ‘“Ilorace Greeley called the Sunday news-
baper ‘a social demon.” It is the Trojan horse that we admitted dur-
ing the civil war. 1t is full of Greelk foes. 1t has broken the dikes
and let in the ocecan of Sabbath desecration upon us. It will destroy
our free institutions if allowed to remain. It is the scavenger of so-
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The man who reads it., fills his belly with the husks that the

ovint Let our newspaper

i at. and has no taste for the fatted calf. ' i
Z‘f\ﬁl:lees dboe Ccqltc;s;(rll(at eleven o'clock Saturday night and opene:l'1 ;10{,-50111:1
o'clock Monday morning, and give us six good, wholesome pa)

1 week.” . . -
the The Blair Sabbath-Rest Bill did unot obtaiw. 1.3nt I[.Slll.l.glhelll.'ll‘llllli
true that we must have a Sabbath law for the nation 0'1 1?§:Il;th.em "
nation of Israel violated the Sabbath law. And God Cd}.llbs e
be deported to Babylon for 70 years. Anq the }‘eafonl Bt (;[ 70.‘;()1[1‘,3
land may have her Sabbaths.” They lm(! mcumed'a l(e i~ in, .
of Sabbaths. And God required the nation to pay tlcl ('?ll,como -
Our nation has contracted a great debt of Sabb:lths.’ Go<v\:11 o
exact the payment by and by. “Verily, '{ny Sabbath you sl

is a sign between me and you forever. . .
; 153."l ’l‘iere must be a revival of the Dlltiol.l's 00115({1(11{f‘te.q11\lli()flclng
getting is the god of our land. It is. atroplhying thcwspl'l 101f1.“le e of
the people. The nation is afllicted with fatty degeneracy

Our character is too much jelly-fish and too little granite.

Yo e It the Christian

\We need a return of the stern Puritan character. e
people would not buy and read the Sunday ne\vspnpm. 1 C b it,
and would refuse to advertise in it, the paper ::'loul(l 1;1;@“;211 ,0; o
‘ i '] X is responsible for e cultiva
did in London. The church is resp ns . Htivati of e
public conscience. 1 hold that advertising In a Sun’dn} paper, [01‘1)511,\\._
ing and reading the paper on Sabbath, are a sufficient iauslcc 8:.1[ “je
nd : i rivi g It seems to h
i ¥ ber from his privileges.
e e the & i til thie church suspends
: r train problem, unti e
shall never solve the Sunday . A
ivileges kholders and officers and opers
from her privileges the stoc ' e o
7orlk In the congregation of whic ¢
road who work on Sabbath. . . aw s
]tm in London, two of our young men are under suspensu:n f?tl 1)211}3
‘ ’ Nie bath. wolu
) treet car and work on Sab
motormen on the West End s , S it oo
* r the president and stockholde .
be an outrage to allow t . : o
pany to enj:y their privileges, even if they do notsdibtlga nlll(zcllll 1:ew
'] it ath ma ¢ -
i vorlk Sabbath. The United States Sa :
D O ever Do o * ‘al and his subor-
i i er solv til the postmaster-general ¢
ice will never be solved un ) Sener; S
i i ar t Washington, our city postms
dinates in the department a ey
all ‘subor(linntes, are required to separate from. %:mt Sab;m:llzcbl()ehu\rc]i;
. i : iti f enjoying the privileges o . c .
gservice, as a condition o ] ) el
With anyv ecclesiastical measure less radical than this, 7’\\e o
t stril"c the root of this evil Postmaster-General W tmamz;. e
(8] L 3 o i
¥ t out 15,000 car loads of mail matter every Sabbath (1111'1111.,.1,11e ou.
vears s He personally was teaching his B)ble-clas's
But he was officially breaking the Lor‘d S
in allowing

vears of his incumbency.
in Philadelphia on Sabbath. jaly brenkd
day. And the Presbyterian church \vas.vfanl} g l}.n.ing O
hi£11 to enjoy his privileges while committing this gla 1ne i 11.1_
Dr. R. W. Dale says: “It is also a checl{' on that feveris i
sal‘le devotion to secular business which is f)ne ‘of lleletorz)lomm;v o
perils to the moral life of our own country. There ar 3

. . . o
ple in England, on whose grave-stones the French epitaph might b
&ic »
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written, ‘Fle was born a man, and he died a grocer.” Apart altogether
from the higher relationship of men, it is for the interest of the na-
tion that tradesmen, manufacturers and merchants should find the
doors of their shops, their works and their counting houses loclked
and barred against them during one day in seven, and that for twen-
ty-four hours they should be emancipated, by a compulsory law, from
the bondage which they love too well, and should be compelled to
spend their time with their children and friends.”

We pity the strict Puritans. But they were stalwart men. When
Webster was asked, “\What can New Hampshire produce?”’ he an-
swered, “Men.”  \We pity the Scotell Covenanters who were so rigid.
But they knew how to suffer and die for their principles. Burns, in
his “Cotter’s Saturday Night,” gives us a peep into their homes on
Sabbath.

“They round the ingle form a circle wide,

The sire turns o'er wi’ patriarchal grace

The big ha' Bible, ’ance his father’s pride,

And ‘Let us worship God,’” he says, wi' solemn air.
They chant their artless notes in simple guise,
The priest-like father reads the sacred page,

And Lkneeling down to heaven's eternal king,

The saint, the father, and the husband prays.”

Then the rapt bard exclaims:

“IFrom scenes like these old Scotia’s grandeur springs,
That wmakes her loved at home, revered abroad.
Princes and lords are but the breath of kings,

An honest man’s the noblest work of God.”

Honest, God-fearing men made Nehemialh's Sabbath ordinances
in Jerusalem 2,500 years ago possible. He saw trading in Jerusalem on
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unto them, What evil is this that you do in profaning the Sabbath!
Did vot our fathers thns? And did they not bring all this evil upon
ns?  And yet ye bring more evil upon us!” He ordered the gates
of the city to be shut on Sabbath. But the Syrian merchants came
and lodged about the city. “Then I testified against them, and said
to them: Why lodge ye about the walls on the Sabbath day? 1If you
do so again, I will lay hands upon you.” The reform was effectual.
With grim humor Nehemiah observes: “Irom that time forth they
caniec no more on the Sabbath.” The responsibility for public Sabbath
desecration lies with the government, and the government is what the
nation is. Ience we should have a national Sabbath law, compelling
the cessation of the United States postal service during the twenty-
four liours of the Sabbath. This government should lay the strong
haud of law upon these railroad corporations and say, vour wheels
shall not roll on Sabbath, and yonr hundreds of thousands of employes
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shall be emancipated from Sabbath toil.  The gencral governuwent
should sustain the states in suppressing the Sunday newspaper. the
Sunday excursion, the Sunday parades, the Sunday [h‘o-.uers ﬂ:m(.l %he
Sunday art gallery. Thus the Christian state, sustaining ..Lhnstmu
chureh will secure a national Christian conscience. There is a wmyth
concerning an old painter, that one day he chanced to 091111)91111<1 a
certain mordant, which, colorless itself, had the pqwer ot llolght.en~
ing every color with which it was mixed. The brllh;.uu*y of the ums.
of his work made him at once renowned. Our American Sabbath 'lm:,
such an effect upon our national life. Ourv commercial, )1‘1n‘nufact'ur1ng.
moneiary, educational, social, political, moral and religious life all
tale on a mavvelous brillinncy by virtue of the Sabbath. In tl\e_ n:u.ne
of our fathers who honored the Sabbath, in the name 0_[ the minority
in our land to-day who strive to lkeep the day holy, and in the name of
our Lord and Master who gave us this mordant we call npon.mu‘ na-
tion to return to this divine order. “The Sabbath was lll:l.(l(‘ for mamn,
aund not man for the Sabbath: therefore the Son of Man is Lord also
of the Sabbatn day.”





