ECHRIST S*
OR -

SEPARATION FROM CHRIST-
'LESS GOVERNMENTS

REV, ?ROFL,R- J. GEQRGE, b. D.




His law as revealed in the Bible iz the supreme
rule by which to declde moral issues in political
lfe. The umdentable fact i8 that the Constitu-
tion of the United States contains no recagni-
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Nation’s
King, nor of the authority of His law; and that
it contains provisions which are hostile to His
royal prerogatives. The Church maintaing this
position of Political Separation in the spirit
of patriotic devotion to our country, and of
supreme loyalty to our Lord.

It is not the purpecse of this treatise to dla-
cuss, either the doctrine of the kingly authority
of Jesus Christ, or the fact of the Christleas
character of the Constitution of the United
States; but to show that these things being true,
this term of membership as maintained by the
Covenanter Church is Scriptural; and, that,
g0 far from being narrow and sectarian in its
character, {t rests upon one of the broadest.
most essential, fundamental and practical prin-
ciples of evangelical Christianity; and that its
acceptance &nd maintenance by the whole
Church is vital to the establishment of the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ in the world.

SEPARATION.

Separation from Christleas Governmenta
Should be Made a Condltlon of Membershlp in
the Christlan Church.

The passzge of scripture which stands at tha
head of thie tract, gives the keynote of the
Christian life. “Ye are Christ's.” To have a right
to membership in the Christian Church, one
must be s Christian. To be a Christian, cone
must be Chriagt’s. To be Christ's involves three
things, viz.:—

Firat.—To be entirely consecrated to Christ.

B8econd.—To be trapsformed into Christ's
fmage.

Third.—To be Christ’s witnesses.

Upon these three principles acknowledged by
all Christians to be tirue, it ls undertaken to
snswer the above gquestion in the affirmative.

CONBECRATION.
’ I.

Becauge the GChurch B8hould Requlre Her
Membera to be Entlrely Consecrated to Christ.

This consecration includes three things:

1. The coneecration of the whole man to
Christ. “If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow
me,” (Matt. 16:24; 10:37-38). This Is the condi-
tion of discipleship. it contalps Christ’s term of
fellowship. The Church cannot modify it. She
cannot admit as genuine the professions of
faith of any one who holds back any sphere of
his life from Christ. Ye are Christ's wholly.
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The Rev. Dr. Terrett, of the Presbyterian
Church, in an =address of great power, 0O
*Christ, the Nation's King,” spoke eloquently
on this subject. He sald:

“Christ claims the man, the whole man, for
Himself, in obedience and gervice. But man is
whole only in his relations, domestic, social,
and political. Man was born to be a citizen. He
was made for the mation, as truly as for the
home. He Is not, cannot be, all that he ought
to be as 2 man, until he is all that he ought to
be ams a citizen. If it be true, then, that man
Lelongs by nature in political relations, who
shall say that in these relations he is emanci-
pated from the authority of Jesus Christ? If
he be Christ's servant, he will show it here.
He cannot be Christ's servant and not show It
here. * * ¢ The hest of a man’s life {s his rela-
tional life, and In all his relatlonal life he be-
long to Christ. By what argument shall we be
justified 1o saying, that, while a Christian man
is bound to submit himself to Christ's authori-
ty, yleld himself to Christ's influence, and open
lhimsel? te Christ’s inspiration in his domestic
relations, in his social relations, in his business
relations, that, In performing the dutles, and
bearing the responsibilities involved in his
political refatjons, he is justified in recognizing
some lower law, and in acting under the im-
pulse of some poorer motive, If man belongs
in the nation, be is bound to serve Christ there
as much as anywhere. This is man’s largest
sphere; these are man’s nobiest enzagements;
solemnest obligations; shall he not, here, if
an¥where, acknowledge Christ’'s authority, and
seek to do His will? Oh! how much Christ
needs trained, accomplished servants, who have
leerned that there is no sphere in life in which
they cannot serve Him; that there is noth-
ing worth doing for a man, which they cannot
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do for Him. Chyist cannot spare z single inch
of manhood. He hag redeemed and He can use
it all.” (The italics are mine).—National Re-
form Documents, Philadelphia conference, 1888.

These are noble words. Every Christian con-
science responds to them. There is no answer
to this argument. A Christian must be a Chris-
tian in polltics. How then can he swear alle
glance to a Christless constitution? “Ye are
Chrlist's.! At the door of the Church the question
must be asked: Do you give yourseli wholly
to Christ? No man can consistently answer it
in the affirmative who continues to Incorporate
with a Christiess civil power. How could he?
One advising young converts, aaid: "Get wholly
into Christ, get wholly in; you will find it hard
belng a Christian, if you do not get wholly in.”

2. The second thing involved in this conse-
cration is the acceptance of the law of Chrlgt
as the rule of life. In Matt. 28:19-20 we have the
Church's commission: *“Go ye therefore and
teach all nations, baptising them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: teaching them to ohserve all things,
whatsoever I have commanded you.” Baptism
Is here appolnted as the {nitiatory ordinance ot
the church and made the badge of the Christian
profession. The terms on which it {s to be ad-
ministered are expressly lald down: “Teaching
them to observe all things whatsocever | have
commanded you.” This is Christ's term of com-
muunion. It is absolute. There is nothing to ex-
plain, and no room for argument. This condl-
tion of membershlp the church must insist
upon.

The Government of the United States has also
laid down conditions to be accepted by the can-
didate for official trust. He must accept the
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Constitution of the United States and the laws
made under it, as the supreme rule of his politi-
cal conduct. Now there cannot be two supreme
laws over a man's life. Qur government renders
no allegiance to Jesus Christ, nor recognizes
any authority of His law. Under its supreme
authority we have the God-defying Sabbath-mail
service; the infamous license laws, that ara
the bulwark of the nefarious liguor trafiic; the
whole system of shameful, adulterous divorce
laws: all permlitted, authorized, maintained and
executed. This Is in defiance of the authority of
Jesus Christ whom the Christian has solemnly
nromised to obey. Every Christian official of the
post-office where Sabbath mails are established,
from the Postmaster General down, fulfills hls
official oath by breaking his sacramental vow.
The Christian judge who issues a license to
scll intoxicating drinks, or decrees divorce in
violation of the divine law of marriage, does the
game thing.

My brethren, the Lord Jesus Christ offers ao
compromise. “No man can serve two masters.”
(Matt. 6:24). Christlan men cannot go on ad-
ministering unchristian laws. If the American
people will not place their government in true
alleziance tq Jesus Christ, then the Chrigtian
Church must enforce the supreme authorlty of
the law of Christ over the iives of her mem-
bers, and let Christiess governments be admin-
istered by Christless men,

3. The third thing involved In this consecra-
tinn is complete separation from the Chrlstiese
worlid. On this point the conditions of fellow-
ship are equally explicit. "Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
l.ord. and touch mot the unclean thing, and I
will receive you; and ve shall be my sons and
dauchters, saith the Lord Almighty.!' (2 Cor.
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6:17). Can the Church so modify these terms
laid down by her divine Head, as to admit 12
her communion those who remain in corporate
fellowship with immorsal, corrupt, and Christless
civil powers?

It is often asserted that Christians are the
salt of the earth and that they should enter this
massg of political corruption and purify it. But
Christians have no redemptive power without
Christ. *"Apart from me ye c¢an do nothing.”
(Jno. 15:5, R. V.) “If the salt have lost its savor
wherewith shall it be seasoned?” Christians are
not permitted to take their Saviour with them
into this government. The chlef magliatrate, al-
though he himself professes to be a Christian,
cannot even call the nation to Thanksgliving in
Hlg name. Talk about good men purifying poli-
tice which they enter on an express agreement
to leave Christ and His law out! What is the
result? The salt loses ita savor. "And is hence-
forth good for nothing but to be cast ont, and to
be trodden under foot of men.” (Matt. 6:13).

The Church will sBoon be compelled to move
in this matter to save her Imperilled members.
A godly minister remarked recently: “The con-
dition of affairs is awful. Good men, officars and
members of the Church are doing, or employing
others to do, or consenting to bave done, things
which are a dlsgrace to American citizenship,
to say nothing of Christianity.” There {8 a de-
mand, everywhere, for a higher consecration:
for a higher plane of Christian llving: for morc
complete separation from the world; for men
sanctified and meet for the Master's use. The
Church must demand that her Saviour King be
admitted to this sphere of poiitical life, or that
the song and daughters of the King withdraw
from it. “Ye are Christ's” by entire seif-sur-
render to Him; by absolute obedience to Hlg
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law; and by complete separation from the
Christless world. You might aes well undertake
to fulfill these conditions in a Christless Church,
a8 in a Christiegs gtate.

Tranaformation.
1L

Because the Church Should Seek to Trans-
form Her Members into the Image of Chrlst.

“Whom He did foreknow, He also did pre-
destinate to be conformed to the image of His
Son.” (Rom. 8:29). This is the transformation
of character. It is easy to see that character
is more Important than profession. Profession
is for the sake of character. Profession without
character is valueless. “Ye are Christ’s” im-
plies a Christ-like character. But character is8 a
growth; and the upbuilding of character is an
important function of the church of Christ. To
this end two things are essential,

1. The Church must teach a perfect standard
of morats. The basis ¢of a true moral standard is
the moral nature and wili of God. This standard
as applied to the life of man is expressed in the
moral law: and this law is embodled in the per-
fect life of Jesus Christ. These, therefore, must
embrace the moral standard teught by the
Church. But neither the law, nor the life, of
Jesus has any recognition as the standard of
morals in our political life. Indeed it is emphati-
cally provided that “no religious test shall ever
be required.as a qualification for any offtce or
public trust under the United States,” (Cons.
of U. S,, Art. VI.). If the Church will transform
her members into the character of Christ she
musat teach a standard of morals which our
government rejects. But she must do more than
this. Hence
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2 She must maintain that standard ln the
life of her members by the authority of her
discipline. It is claimed by 8ome that while the
church should maintain 8 perfect standard of
morals in her teachings, she Im&y receive into
her membership those who have not yet at-
tained all that the Church bas aftaioed, and for
the very purpose of educating them up to ber at-
tainments. This is true. But bow shall the
Church proceed to “educate them up?”

Law is an educator. “Wherefore the law was
our school-master to bring us unto Christ.” (Gal.
3:24.) But it is law applied that educates. There
is no educating power in a la\}' that is not en-
forced. For Instance, a prominent feature of
Christian character is Sababth-keepiug. One of
the most affective Iufluences in forming a Sab-
bath-keeping character is home training. Every
one knows that this training does not consist
in teaching theoretically the fourth command-
ment, but by parental authority requiring obedi-
ence to it, until by the educating power of the
law the child is transformed into the image of
Christ as a Sabbath-keeper. Sabbath laws, when
enforced, educate a community into Sabbath-
keeping. Prohibitory laws, when enforced, cdu-
cate a community into sober citizenship. Char-
acter iz moulded by law. But there is no trans-
ferming power in an un-enforced law.

The arzument is presented, on the other
side, that, the church should not enforce a law
against incorporation with a Christless govern-
ment, until she has educated her members into
the conviction that such incorporation is sinful.
The answer is that the enforcement of the law
is the educating process by which the convic-
tion that it is sinful is produced. "By the law
is the knowledge of sin.” “1 had not known sin
but by the law.” (Rom 7:7).
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It is most sbsurd to say that the Church can
transform her memberg into the image of
Lhrist by malntaining a high standard of mor-
als in her teaching, and permitting a low stand-
ard of morality in the lives of her members. To
say “It ia no matier what a man believes if he
only does right” i{s absurd; but to say it i5 no
matter what he does il he only believes right
Is wicked. The life of Jesus is the standard of
morals in the Church’'s teaching, and, if she
would transform them into His image, she must
apply the same standard to the lfe of her mem-
bers. Who believes for n moment that Jesus
Christ would incorporate with an {mmoral civil
power, or an unscriptural constitution? What
Christian believes that our blessed Lord would
carry on the Sababth mail service, or admin-
Ister our infmmous license laws, or grant di-
vorces in violation of the law of God? “He that
saith he abideth in Him, ought himself so to
walk, even as He walked,” (1 John 2:6.)

Witnegssing.
318

Because the Church 8hould be a True Wit-
ness for the Royal Rights of Her Divine Lord.

“Ye are Christ’s,” means ye are Christ's wit-
neases. Witnessing for Jesus Christ is the dutly
both of the individual Christian, and of the
Church as a body. The one who has wholly con-
gsecrated himself to Christ, and is transformed
into his image ia thereby qualified for this most
exalted privilege, to be His witness. “But ye
shall receive power, after that the Hely Ghost
i1s come upon you, and ye shall be wlinesses
unto me, both In Jerusslem and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.” {Acts 1:8.)
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There are two great facts for which they that
are Christ's are to be witnesses, First that He
and He alone is the Redeemer and Saviour of
men! Second, that He is the Supreme Ruler of
the universe. These two facts present different
aspects of Christ's redemptive work. The first
has to do with the personal salvation of His
people individually. The second has to do with
the redemption of the race, from the domina-
tion of the Prince of Darkness, and the restora-
tion of the world to its true allegiance io God.
I undertake to say, that, without requiring sep-
aration from Christless and immoral constitu-
tions of clvil government as a condition of mem-
bership, the Church s not, and cannot be, a
true witness to this second great fact. The
fact to which the Church is to bear witness is
a very simple and definite one. It is this: The
Son of God having become the Son of Man, and
dwelling still in a glorified hurean nature as tho
God man, has, by the appointment of the Father,
been enthroped as the world's Ruler.” (Phll
2:6-11.) The npations and thelr kings and
princes nre commanded to render allegiance to
Him. (Ps. 2:7-12.) To these gloricus truthe the
Church is a witness. Her testimony embraces
two polnts.

1. The first thing to which the Church is t2
be a witness ig the rightfuiness of Chriet’s clalm
to be the natior’s King.

The Church must bear testimony for Him,
both by the authoritative declaration of this
truth of Hia Word, and algso by the life of her
members, These two miust be consistent with
each other. A witness must not contradlct him-
gelf. If he does his testimony is ruled out. Ot
what value was the testimony of the Church
sgainst slavery, while slaveholders sat at her
communion table? Of what value is the
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came by the blood of the Lamb, and by the
word of thelr testimony.” (Rev. 12:11.) Reflact
for a moment what the result would be if the
Church of Christ would assert the supremacy of
His law over the political life of her members,
angd demand thelr withdrawal from the adminis-
tratlon of governments that are not in alle-
giance to the King of kings. How long would It
be before the Constitution of the YUnited States
would be placed in harmony with the law of
God if no Christian were permitted to take the
oath of office until this was done? How long
would the Sabbath mall service continune if
every professed Christian found implicated in
it were excluded from the privileges of the
church? It Is the disloyalty of Christ’s own fol-
iowers that leaves His crown In the dust. T
dare affirm that, never untii separation from
Christlegs and Immoral civil governments is
made a condition of membership In the Church,
have we any reason to expect the Kingdom of
Christ to come In this world. On the other
hand, when the Church takes this position,
every nation on the globe in which Christianity
is the most powerful moulding influence, wili at
once become a kingdom of our Lord and of his
Chriat.

§

3. Thia will be the conditlion ¢f membershlp
in the Church of the future. The Lord is pre-
paring a people for Himself. The movement for
a higher consecration is begun. Men are bend-
ing over their Blbles. There are bands of eay-
nest Christlansg in all the Churches. They arc
determined to find a more complete separation
from the Christlesas and Christ-hating world.
They are full of expectation of the coming of
their Lord. They will soon clasp hands. This
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is the Church of the future. If the Covenante
Church remains true to her Lord, she will lea
the way for the Church of the New Jerusalen
coming down from God out of heaven; and th
hosts of the Lord, and the Lord of Hosts, wi
march on to complete and final victory, an
the banner over all the world will be inscribe
with one word—Christ's.
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