


His l a ~  a s  revealed kn the Bible Es the supreme, 
rule by which to declde moral Issues in polliical 
life. The ueadenfable fact  is  tha t  the Constitu- 
tion of the  United States contalns no recogni- 
tion of the Lord Jesue Chrlst a s  the Nation's 
Klng, nor a t  the authority ot  HIS law; and that 
it wnta lns  provisions which a re  hostile to His 
royal prerogatives. The Church maintains this 
posltlon of Polltlcal Separation In t h e  spirit 
of patriotic devotion to our country, and of 
supreme loyalty to our Lord. 

It is  not  the purpose of thls treatise t o  dla- 
cuss, elther the doctrine of the klngly authority 
of Jesus Christ, or  the  fact of the Christless 
character of the Constttutfon of the  United 
States: but to show that  these things being t m e ,  
this term of membership a s  maintained by the  
Covenanter Church is Scriptural; and, that.  
so far from belng narrow and sectarian In i t s  
character. i t  rests upon one o l  the broadest. 
most essentinl, fundamental and practical prln- 
clpiea of evangelical Christianity; and tha t  I ts  
acceptnnee and maintenance by the whole 
Church is vital to the establishment of t h e  
Kingdom of Jesus Chrlst in the world. 

SEQWRATkON. 

Separation from Chrlstless Government@ 
Should be Made ;a Conclltlon of Memberrhlp In 

the Christian Church. 

The passage of scripture which stands a t  the  
head of thls tract, gives the  keynote of the 
Christian llfe. "Ye a re  Christ's." To have n right 
to membershlp fn the CJristlan Church, one 
must be a Chrletlnn. To be a Christian, one 
most be Christ's. To be Chrlst's Involves three 
things, v1z.:- 

First.-To be entirely consecrated to  Christ. 

Second,To be trnnsformed into Christ's 
image. 

Third.-To be ChrIst's witnesses. 

Upon these three prlnclplee acknowledged by 
all Chrlstlans to be true. It Is undertaken to  
answer the  above guestion In the  a!Tlrmatlve. 

CONBECRATION. 

1. 

Because the  Church Should Requlre Her 
Members to,  be Entlrely Consecrated to Christ. 

Thls consecration Includes three things: 

1. The conaecratlon 0 0  the  whole man t o  
Chrtat. "If any  man  will come a l ter  me, let  hIrn 
denv hlmselt. and tnke up his cross and follow 
me." (Matt. 16:24; 10:37-38). Thla 1s the  eondi- 
tlon of dfsclpIeshlp. I t  contains Christ's term of 
fellowship. The  Church cannot modify it. She 
cannot admit a s  ~ e n o f n e  the  prolesslons of 
talth of a n y  one who holds back any  sphere of 
his 1Ue from Chrlst. Ye a r e  Chrlst's wholly. 



The Rev. Dr. Terrett, of the Presbyterian 
Church, in a n  address of great  power, on 
"Christ, the Nation's King," spoke eloquently 
on this subject. W e  said: 

"Christ claims the  man, the whole man,  for 
Himself, in obedience and service. But man is 
whole only in hls relations, domestic, social. 
and polltical. Man was horn to be a citizen. H e  
wns made for the natlon, an truly a s  for the  
home. He Is not, cnnnot be, all tha t  h e  ought 
to be a s  a man, until he Is all tha t  h e  ought to 
be a s  a cltizen. If it be  true, then, tha t  man  
belongs by nature  in political relations. who 
shall say tba t  in these relations he  i s  emanci- 
pated from the  authorlty of Jesus Christ? If 
he be Chrlst's servant, he  will show i t  here. 
H e  cnnnot be Chrlst's servant  and  not ohow It 
here. * * a T h e  heat of a man's llfe Is his rela- 
tional life, and In all h is  relatlonal life he  be- 
long to Christ. By what argument shall we b e  
justifled In saying, that ,  while a Christlan man 
Is bounrl to suhmlt himself to Christ 's authori- 
ty, yield hlmself to Chrlst's influence, and opell 
I~ lmsel i  to  Christ's fnsplration in his domestlc 
relatloos. in his soclal relations, in hls business 
relntfons, tbat ,  In perlormlng the  duties, and 
bearing tho responsihUities involved in h is  
political relauons, he  is  justifled in recognizing 
some lower law, and  in acting under the im- 
pulse of some poorer motive. If man belongs 
i n  the nation, he  is  bound to serve ChrIst there 
a s  much ns anywhere. Th i s  is  man's largest 
sphere; these Rre man's noblest enzngements: 
ao:ernnest obligations; shall he  not, here, if 
anywhere, acknowledge Chrlsl's authority. aud 
s ~ e l c  to do His will? Oh! how much Christ 
needs trained. accomplished servants,  who have 
l e ~ r n e d  that  there Is no sphere in life in which 
they cannot serve Him; that  there i s  noth- 
ing worth doing for a man,  which they cannot 
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do for Him. Chi-ist cannot spare a ~ l n g l e  Inch 
of manhood. He has redeemed and H e  can use 
it all." (The italics a r e  mine).-N~tional Re- 
form Documents, Philndelphin conference, 1SSS. 

These are  noble words. Every Christian con- 
science responds to them. There la no answer 
to t h ~  argument. A Christlan must be a Chris- 
tian in polilics. How then can he  swear all* 
glance to a Christless constltution? "Ye are  
Chrlst's." At the door of t he  Church the question 
n ~ u s t  be asked: Do you glve yourselr wholly 
to Christ? No man can con~lotent ly  anawer it 
In the  affirmative who continues to  lncorporatc 
with a Christless civil power. How could he?  
One advising young converts, snid: "Get wholly 
into Christ, ge t  wholly In; you will flnd i t  hnrd 

2 belng a Christian, i[ you do not get  wholly lo." 
I 

2. The  second thing involved in this conse- 
r cration is the  acceptance of the law of Chrlst 

i a s  t he  rule of Ilfe. In Matt. 28:lS-20 we hove the  
Church's commission: 'Go  ye therefore and 
teach all natlons, baptising them In the name 
of the  Father,  and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them to ohserve all things, 
whatsoever I hnve commanded you." Baptism 
Is here appointed a s  the initlatory ordinance of 
the church and made the  badge of the Christlan 
profession. The t e ~ m s  on which it Is to be ad- 
ministered a r e  expressly lald down: "Teaching 
them t o  observe all things whatsoever I havc 
commanded you." This  is Christ's term of COD- 
munion. I t  i s  absolute. There Is nothing to ex- 
plain, and no room for argument. This condl- 
tion of rnembershlp the  church must insist 

1 upon. 
I 
I 

The  Government of the  United States has alsn 
I laid down conditions to  be accepted by the can- 

didate for olflcial trust. He must accept t he  



ConsrlLution of t h e  United S t a t e s  a n d  the  laws  
m a d e  under  i t ,  a s  t h e  supreme ru le  o l  hls politl- 
col condu,t. Now there  cannot  be  two supreme 
taws over  a man's  iife. Our government renders  
n o  a l ie r lance  to J e s u s  Christ, nor recognizes 
ally author i ty  o l  H i s  law. Under  Its supreme 
au thor i ty  we have t h e  Goddely ing  Sabbath-mail 
service;  t h e  infamous license laws,  t h a t  nra 
t h e  bulwnrk of t h e  nernrious liquor t r a f l c ;  t h e  
v:liole s ~ s t e m  of shameful ,  adul te rgus  divorce 
laws:  al l  permlt ted,  authorlzed, maintained nnd 
executed. T h ~ s  Is i n  defiance of  Lhe authori ty of 
J e s u s  Chr l s t  whom the  Christ ian h a s  solemnly 
llromised to  obey. Every  ChrisUan omcIal of t h e  
post-ortlce where Sabbath  malls a r e  established,  
from t h e  Pos tmas te r  General  down, fulfills hls 
official oath by breaklng hie sacramental  vow. 
T h e  Christ ian judge who issues n l icense to  
scll lutoxicnting dl inks, o r  decrees divorce In 
\.iolatlon o l  t h e  dlvlne law of marriage,  does the 
s a m e  thlng. 

My brethren,  t h e  Lord Jesue  Christ  offers  a o  
com)) romise  "No m a n  can  s e r v e  two masters." 
(Mat t .  6:34). Chrlst inn men cannot  go on  all- 
mlnlstoring unchrist lan lows. If t h e  Amerlcan 
people will no t  place their  government  In true 
a l l e ~ i a n c e  to J e s u e  Chrlst .  then t h e  Chrlst lan 
Church muet  enforce t h e  &upreme authorl ty of 
t h e  law of Chr i s t  over t h e  llven of h e r  mern- 
bers, and  let  Chrlst less government8 be admln- 
lstcred by Chrlatleso men. 

3. T h e  thlrd th ing  Involved in  thls  consecra- 
linn Is complete separat ion from t h e  Chrlat less 
world. On thls  polnt t h e  conditions of fellow- 
sh ip  a r e  equnllv explicit. "\Vherefore come o u t  
from amon!: them. a n d  be y e  separate,  sa i th  t h e  
l a r d .  a n d  touch n o t  the  unclean thing. a n d  I 
ttlll  i e c r i ~ e  you: and ye shall  be  r n ~  sons nnd 
d a u ~ h t e r s ,  sal th t h e  Lord Alrnightl-." ( 2  Cor. 
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6:17). Can t h e  Church s o  modify these  te rms  
laid down by h e r  divine Head,  a s  to admi t  13 
h e r  communlon those who remaln I U  corpornke 
fellowship with Immorul, corrupt, and Chr-istless 
civil powers? 

f t  i s  often asserted t h a t  Christ lnns a r e  t h e  
s a l t  of t h e  ear th  and  t h a t  they  should en te r  thls  
m a s s  of political corruption and purify it. Bur 
C h r ~ s t l a n s  hnve no  redempt ive  power without 
Chrlst .  "Apart  from m e  y e  can  do nothing." 
( Jno .  15:5, R. V.) "If t h e  sa l t  ha)  e losi  i t s  savor 
wherewlth sha l l  ft be seasoned?" Christ ians a r e  
not  permlt ted to tnlce the i r  Savlour with t h e w  
into this  government.  T h o  chlef magistrate,  al- 
though h e  himself profesees to  be n Chris:inn. 
cannot  even call t h e  nat ion to  Thanksgiving in 

I HIE name. Tail; about  good nlen purifying poli- 
I t lcs  which t h e y  en te r  o n  a n  express  agreament  

t o  leave Chrlst  and  His  law out!  W h n t  1s the  
9 resu l t?  T h e  s a l t  loses i t8 savor. "And Is h e n c e  
I for th good for  nothlng but  to  be c a s t  out ,  a n d  to 

be trodden under  loo t  of men." (Matt .  6:13). 

T h e  Church  will Boon be compelled to  move 
in  th i s  m a t t e r  to aave h e r  lmperllled members.  
A godly min ls te r  remarked  recently:  "The  con- 
dl t ion of affairs  Is awful. Good men,  officers and  
members  of t h e  Church a r e  doing, o r  emptoylnq 
o t h e r s  to  do, o r  consenting to h a v e  done, thlngs 
whlch a r e  a dlsgrace t o  Amerlcan cltl7enship, 
t o  s a y  nothing of Christianity." T h e r e  Is  a de- 
mand,  everywhere ,  for  a hiqher consecmtlon;  
for  a hfgher plane of Christ ian llving; lo r  moro 
complete sepnrntlon f rom t h e  world;  for  men 
sanctltled a n d  m e e t  for t h e  Master's use. T h e  
Church muat  d e m a n d  t h a t  h e r  Saviour King  be 
admi t ted  to  t h l s  sphere  of political life, o r  t h a t  
t h e  s o n s  and, daughters  of t h e  King withdraw 
f rom it. "Ye a r e  Christ 's" by e n t l r e  uelf-sur- 
render  t o  H i m ;  by absolute obedience to  His 
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law; and by comp!ete separatfon from the  
Chr!fitlE~S ~ o r l d .  You might ae welt undertake 
to fulfill these conditions in a Chriatless Church, 
3.5 i n  a Ckriatleos state. 

Because the Church Should Seek to Trans- 
form H e r  Members lnto the  Image of Chrlst. 

"Whom H e  did Poreknow, He also did pre- 
destinate to be conformed to the image of H i e  
Son." (Rom. 8:29 ) .  This is  the transformation 
of character. I t  is easy to see tha t  charncter 
is more Important than profesa:on. Profession 
is for the sake of charncter. Profession without 
charncter is valueless. "Ye a r e  Christ's" Im- 
plies a Christ-llke character. But character Is a 
growth; and the upbuilding of character is  a n  
importnnt functlon of the church of Chriat. To 
this end two things are  essential. 

1. T h e  Church must teach a perfect standard 
of morala. The basis q l  a true moral standard Is 
the  moral nature and wlll of God. This standard 
a s  applied to the life of man is expressed In the 
moral law: and this law Is embodled in the  per- 
fect life of Jesus Christ. These, therelore, must  
embrnce the moral standard tnught by the  
Church. But neither the  law, nor the  life, of 
J e s ~ ~ s  has any recornition a s  the standard o l  
morals In our politlcnl life. Indeed Lt Is emphati- 
cally provided that  "no religious test shnll ever 
be renuired a s  a qualification lor  any omce or 
public trust  under the Unlted States," (Cons. 
of U. S., Art. VI.). If the Church will transform 
her  members lnto the character of Chrlst she 
murt teach a standard af morals which  our  
government rejects. But she must do more than 
thie. Hence 
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2. she  m m t  main ta in  tha t  standard In the  
l i fe  of her  members b y  the  authority of her  
discipline. It is claimed by Some that while the 
church should maintain fl Perfect standard of 
morals in her teachings, she may receive inlo 
her  membership those have not yet at-  
tained all tha t  the  Churcb has  a~ ta ined .  and for 
the very purpose 0: educating them up to her  at-  
tainments. This  is  true.  a u t  how shnll the 
Church proceed to "educate them up?" 

Law is an educator. "\\'hereforo thc law was 
our school-master to bring Us unto Chrlsi." (Gal. 
3:21.) But i t  i s  law applied t h a t  educates. Therz 
is no educating power in a law that is not en- 
forced. Fo r  instance, a prolninent feature 31 
Christian cllaracter is Sababth-keeping One of 
the most effective Influences In Lorrlliug a Sab- 
bath-keeping character is home trainlng. Every 
one linows tha t  th is  training does not consist 
in teaching theoretically the fourth command. 
rnent, but by parental  authori ty  requiring obedi- 
ence to i t ,  until by the educating power of the  
law the child Is transforu~ed into the image of 
Christ a s  a Sabbath-keeper Sabbath lawa. \vben 
enforced, educate a communi t .~  into Sabbath- 
keeping. Prohibitory laws, when enforced, cdu- 
ca te  a community into sober citlzenshlp. Char- 
acter ie moulded by law. But there is no tmnu- 
formlng power In an  unenforced law. 

The a r g m e n t  Is gresented, on the other 
side, that, the church should not enforce a law 
against  incorporation with a Chrlatless govern. 
ment, until she  has educated hex members into 
the  conviction tha t  such lncorporatlon is  sinful. 
The  answer is tha t  t he  erliorcenlent of the  law 
is the  educating process by whlch the convic- 
tion tha t  It is  sinful Is produced. "By the law 
is the knowledge of sin." "I had not known sin 
hut by t h e  law." (Rom 7:7). 



I t  is most absurd to s ay  that  t he  Church cau 
transform he r  members into the  image ol 
Chr i s t  by malntelnfng a high standard of mor- 
a ls  In her teaching, and permitting a low stand- 
a rd  of morality In t he  lives of her members. T o  
say "It ifl no mat ter  what  a man believes if  he  
only does right" Is abaurd; but to say It is no 
mat ter  what  he  does i t  he  only believes right 
Is wlcked. T h e  life of Jesus  is  the s b n d a r d  of 
morals in the Church's teaching, and, if she  
would transform them into His image, she  must 
app ly  t h e  same standard to the llfe of her  mem- 
bers. Who believes lor a moment that  Jesuu 
Christ would Incorporate with an  immoral civil 
power, o r  a n  unsc r l~ tu ra l  constltutlon? Wha t  
Chrlstgan believes that  our blessed Lord would 
carry on the Sabnhth mail service, or admin- 
later our infamous license laws, or grant  di  
vorces in violation of the law of God? ' .He that  
saith he abideth in Hlm, ought himself so to 
walk, even ns H e  walked," (1 John 2:6.) 

Wltnesslng. 

111. 

Because the  Church Should be a True Wit- 
ness for t h e  Royal Rlghto of Her Divlne Lord. 

"Ye a r c  Chrlst's," means ye a r e  Chrlst's wit- 
neoses. lVitnessIng for Jesus Chrlst is  the duly 
both of t he  individual Christian, and of t he  
Church a s  a body. The one  who has wholly con- 
secrated hlmsell t o  Chrlst, and la trnnsforrneri 
Into his image Is thereby quallBed for this most 
exalted privilege, to  be Hlr witness. '%ut ye  
shall recelve power, a f ter  thnt t he  Holy Ghost 
is  come upon yon, and ye shall be wltnesser 
unto me, both In Jerusolern and In all Judes, 
and in  Samarla,  and unto the  nttermosi pert of 
the earth." (Acts 1: 8.) 

There  a r e  two great  facts for which they that  
a r e  Christ 's a r e  to he witnesses. First thnt He 
and He alone i s  the Redeemer and Saviour o l  
men! Second, tha t  He is the Supreme Ruler of 
the universe. These  two facts present different 
aspects or Christ's redemplive work. The  i irst 
has to do  with the personal salvation of His 
~leople individually. T h e  eecond hns lo  do with 
the redemption of t h e  mce, from the domina- 
Lion of the Prince of Darkness, nnd the r e s to ra  
tion of the world to i ts  true allegiance to God. 
I undertake to say,  that, without requiring sep- 
aracion Prom Christless and inlmornI constllu- 
tions oP clvil government a s  a condition of mem- 
bership, t he  Church is not, and cannot be, n 
true witness to this second g r m t  fact. The 
Pact to which the Church is  to bear witness is  
a very simple and definite one. It is this: Tho 
Son of God having become the Son of Mnn, and 
dmelllng still in a glorified human nature a s  tho 
God man,  has,  by the appointmentof the Father,  
been enthroned a s  the world's Ruler." (Phll. 
?:6-11.) Tho nations and their klngs and 
princes a r e  commanded to render allegiauce Lo 
Him. (Ps.  2:7-12.) To  these glorious t ru ths  the 
Church is  s wltness. H e r  testlmony embraces 

1. T h e  flrst thlng to  which the Church Is tr, 
be a wltness is  the  rightfulnem of Chrlst's clalm 
to be t h e  nation's King. 

T h e  Church must  bear testimony for Hlm. 
both by the  authoritatlvo declnratlon of this 
truth of His  Word, and also by the life of her 
members. These. two must  De consistent wlth 
each other. A wltness must  not contradict him- 
self. If h e  does his testlmony is ruled n u t  Of 
what  value was  the testlmony of the Church 
~ g n i n s t  slaverv, while slaveholders s a t  r t  her 
communion table? 0P what value Is the 



came by the  blood of the  Lamb, and by the  
word of thelr  testimony." (Rev. 12:11.) Reflect 
for a moment what the  result would be it the 
Church of Chrlst  would asser t  t he  supremacy of 
His law over t h e  political life of her members, 
and demand their withdrawal from the  adminis- 
tratlon of governments tha t  a r e  no t  in alle- 
glance to t he  Klng of kings. How long would It 
be before the Constitution of t he  United States 
would be placed In harmony wlth t he  law of 
God I f  no Christian were perrnltted to take the 
oath of omce until this wne done? How long 
would the  Sabbath mall service continue if 
every professed Christian found Implicated in 
It were excluded from the prlvlleges of the  
church' I t  is the  disloyalty of Christ 's own fol- 
rowers tha t  lenves His crown In the  dust. T 
dnre amrm that,  never untll separatlon from 
Chrlotlese and Immoral civil governmente is 
made a condltlon of membtrshlp In t he  Church, 
have we any reason to  expect the  Klngdom of 
Chrlst to come In th l s  world. On the other 

i 
hand, when the  Church takes  thls position, 
every nation on the globe In whlch Chrlstlanity 
Is the  most powerful moulding Influence, will a t  
once become a kingdom of our  Lord and of his 
Christ. 

1 

3. This will be the condition of membership 
In the Church of the future. T h e  Lord i s  pre- 
parlng a people for Himself. T h e  movement for I 
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n hlgher consecration i s  begun. Men a r e  bend- 
log over their  Blbles. There  a r e  bands of ear- 
nest  Chrlstlana in all t he  Churches. They aro 
determined to Bnd a more complete separatlon 
from the ChrisUess and Christ-hating world. 
They a re  full of expectation of the  coming of I 
their Lord. They %Ill soon clasp hands. Thie 
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is the  Church of the  future. If the Coren8nte 
Church rernalna t rue  to her Lord, she  will lea 
the way lo r  the Church of the New Jerusalen 
corning down from God out of heaven; and th 
hosts of t he  Lord, and the Lord of Hosts. wl 
march on to complete and final sictory,  an 
the banner over all  the world will be inscrlbe 
wlth one word--Chrlrt'a. 




