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ALways frorR LIBERTY.

AND THE PUBL;CK GOOD.

Higph HEAVEN 1

GRACIOUS ENDS direfls

the STORDM!

QUERTES on the fubjed of RELIGIOUS
EsTABLISHMENTS,

IS not the power conferred by the people
on their governours limited? Can its
limitations be berter underftood than by
confidering the ends for which it was
inftituted 7 Isnot the molt proper method
to know the ends for which it was inftitut-
ed to inquire into the evils and inconveni-
encies that attend the want of it! Andis
it not evident, on an impartial furvey,
that, in a ftate of nature, any man, or
collection of men, might embrace what
doctrines of faith, and worlhip the deity
in what form they pleafed, without inter-
fering with the fame, orany other natural
right of their neighbours ?

Do not the conftitution of the human
mind, whofe real aflent or diffent necefla-
rily follows its conviction, and the obliga-
tions of conlcience, which forbid all equi-
vocation and hypocrify, render it both
unlawful and abfurd for any fociety to
invelt the magiltrate with authority to
preferibe articles of faith, or regulate their
religions conduét ?

BuT waving the impofTibility of exercif=
ing dominion over the underitanding or
confcience, and the unlawfulne(s of at-
tempting it, does experience (how that the
rulers of the earth have in general been
marked eut by their piety and infallibility,
as religions guardians to the reft ot man-
kind ! And can it be fappofed that any
man, whofe entrance into civil fociety was
a rational act, ever meant to aflign to the
magiftrate his rights of confcience, which
all good men hold the moft facred, and
which, of all other rights, the magiftrate
1s l=aft qualified to be mtrulted with?

Does not the New Teftament, in al-
molt every page, aflert the rights and
ratify the oblgations of confcience, in di-
rect repugnance to the unwarranted claims
ot thecivilmagiltrate !  May not the fame
reafoning, that will jultify the eftablith-
ment of the belt and moft orthodox reli-
gion, be applied, with equal force, tode-
fead the eltablilhment of the worlt and
molt  erroneous? Why is Chriftianity
eltablithed in any country, but becaufe
the magiltrate believes it to be the true
religion? And is the emperour of China, or
the Great Mogul, lefs orthodox in his own
opinion ?

Can the caufe of Proteftantifm be
maiintained on any ground which will not
fupport the profeilion of.every religion
thit does not fet up a claim to civil pre-
eminence ?

Ir the defign of civil government does
not imply, if the nature of religion does
oot admit, if the general character of
rulers can neither challenge nor counte-
nance, and if the principles of Chriltianity
and Proteftantifin manifeltly difclaim, a
furrender, on the part of the people, of
the rights of conftience, does not the
magiitrate {tand difarmed of every plea by
which he could be authorifed to dictate in
matters of religion ?

IT appearing, then, that when men
form the focial compact each one referves
to himfelf the right of choofing and acting
for himfelf in what relates to religion and
confcience, does it not follow that every
individual is equally entitled to protection
in the exercife of this as much as any other
unrefigned right ; to obtain which, they
were indaced to part with fo great a por-
tion of their natural liberty, and which
they parted with in an equal meafure ?

Cax all men be faid to enjoy an equal
portion of their rights, religious or tem-
poral, where a law exilts that compels
every member of the community to con-
tribute a fhare of his fubftance for the
maintenance of a church to which many
cannot conform, and from which a part
only derive a benefit? And does not the
impofition appear exceedingly flagrant
and inbuman, when we reflect that it is
fubmitted to by many with a reluctant
confcience ; whillt, with refpelt to others
of ‘a certain clafs, it either robs them of
the neceffaries of life, or, by exhaulting
the redundant pittance of anarrow income,
difables them from procuring that parti-
cular inftruction and worfhip which their
judgment approves, and which they deem
of ineftimable utility? And is there not
fomething peculiarly oppreflive and difho-
nourable in obliging the inhabitants on the
weltern fide of the Blue H.i.d{ge to contri-
bute indifcriminately to the fupport of a
worlhip which not more than ove of twenty
approve or attend ?

Is it confiltent with reafon to fay, that
a partial and unjuft inflitution is neceflary
for the fupport of a jult and equal govern-
ment? Is it confiftent with irue religion
to fay, that its prefervation requires an
eftablilhment founded in a violation of the
common maxims of morality > Is it any
evidence of elteem ftor the aunthor et
Chriltianity, who affirms that his kingdom
is not of this world, te fay that his {cheme
of religion would prove abortive if it was
not incorporated with the Kingdoms of this
world ! Does it argue a rational attach-
ment to any church *o deny that reafon
and its own intrinfick excellence are fuf-
ficient to uphold it. when every fecular
prop is withdrawn; although other
churches are feen to flouri/h without fuch
props, and although it is undeniable that
the primitive church made its way in the
world, and continued to extend itfelf, for
more than 300 years, without the leait
affiftance from civil power?

Bur wherein is it pretended that this
falutary influence of ecclefiaftical eftablifh-
ments on civil government confifts } Can
they poflibly afford the lealt probability
for an uniformity of opinion, unlefs they
include the remorfelefs tribunal of the in-
quifition, from which torrents of blood
muft continually flow to extinguifh the
{pirit of inquiry, and at which liberty her-
felf would foon be offered a victim tofavage
bigotry and facerdotal domination ? Or
has the appropriation of certain publick
revenues to a particular fect any tendency

to foften the religious animofity refuliing
from diverfity of opinions, unlefs all other
fects could, by fome magick art, be made
to believe that the religion of their rivals
was fo much fuperiour to their own that
it might defervedly receive fuch a mark
of diftinétion ?

Doks not the conftitution of Virginia
Jultly leave all power ultimately in the
hands of the majority 7 Is there not rea-
fon to apprehend, %um the daily multi-
plication of diffenters, that the time may
ihortly come when they will have the ¢i-
rection of our publick affiirs 7 If juftice
be not done them when they are weak,
will they not obtain it when they become
powerful? May they not domore? My
not a fenfe of injuries excite a fpirit f
retaliation ?

AT a time when the falvation of our
country confeffedly depends on the aid and
exertions of every party, does not policy
loudly forbid an irritating refufal to the
reafonable demands ot thoulunds of valu-
able citizens? Does not prudence ditate
an extenfion of the rights of all thofe who
hive been unjultly reftrained, that they
may be more interefted in defending the
prefent government, and may conceive
greater horrour at a return to the former
one, which muft infallibly be accompanied
with the lofs of fo ratef{:l an acquifition !

WixereIn confilts the utility of church
eltablihments, with refpe& to religion
and morality f  Areany religious doctrines
of the lealt avail, to the individual, or to
the community, which are not fincerely
believed, and which have not an actual

impreflion on the heart? Can the magif- -

trate enfure any thing farther than the
external profeflion of fuch doctrines? 1If
it be pretended, that the promoting of
msrality or the duties of imperfect obliga-
tion, as they are ftyled, be the object of
fuch eftablilhments, do not the teachers of
every religious denomination inculcate the
{ame moral virtues’ And can they jultly
be excluded, either directly or indirectly,
from a participation of their emoluments ?

Doks not experience demonflrate, that
in thofe countries where religion is moft
carefully guarded, and its officers moft
highly rewarded by the laws, it has the
leaft rational and moral influence ! What
part of Chriltendom can be parallelled with
Italy for atheifm, and profligacy of man-
ners’ Has any place rivalled it in zeal and
provifion for tﬁe temporal intereits of the
church?

Cax it be faid that eftablilbments are
requilite to fecure a competent number of
virtuous paltors, whom the people would
neglect to provide for themfelves, when
it 1s unqueftionable that in each of thefe
American {tates where there is no civil
eltablilhment of religion the number of
publick teachers is much larger, in propor-
tion to the number of inhabitants, than in
either of thofe ftates where a miltaken
policy has transferred the care of religion
trom the people to the magiftrate? And
is there not a greater likelihood that the
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Ly virtue of a decree of the Hon. Cov RT

fF ADMIRALTY of this ftate, will be

fuld at pablick vendue, lor ready money,
on Moudayrhe 25 chinltant, at Fameflown,
on Favwes river, about 7 miles from the

ciry ol Williamsburg,
~f "Bk brigantine SARAH of Great Bri-
i tain, lately made a prize of by the

Montgomery privateer, captain Polk, of

Annapolis, in the flate of Maryland, with
her fails, rigging, and materials, being 170
tuns burthen, Bodlh. built, n inventory
of her fails, rigging, and materials, may
be fcenon board the faid Jbip .~ At fame time
and place will be fold her cargo, confifting
of alarge quantity of exceeding good Jamaica
RUM, Mulcovado SUGARS, COFFEE,
GINGER, COTTON, and fundry other ar-
ticles, [hipped on board the Jaid, [bip from
Jamaica for the London market,
BEN: POWELL,
WiLLiaMsBURG, Nov. I, 1776.

For S A L E,
TRACT of exceeding fine land in
A Orange county, about five miles Srom
the courthoufe, containing §oo acres. A,
perfon inclinable to purchafe may know the
terms by applying to the fubfcriber in Care-
line county, near the Bowling Green.
2'l MUNGO ROFT,

For 3 AL E,
VERY valuable tract of land on
Chickahominy river, Charles City
county, containing uprwards of 8co acres,
upon which are my ferry and ordinary, and
all necefJary buildings on the plantation.
There is a large quantity of mar(b adjoining
the high land, capable of maintaining much
filock, and the place is comvenient to Sifbing
and fowling, There is a fine gpple orchard
on the plantation, and the | with
fine pine timber. Any perfon inglinable to
purchafe may know the terms by applying to
me, on the premifes.
THOMAS COWILES.

LL perfons are hereby torewarned
A from hunting, filhing, or fowling,
on the lands of the fubfcribers in Charles
City, without leave firft obtained

DAVID MINGE.
WILLIAM RICKMAN.

PEKSON qualiiied o teacn b GLISH,
A WRrITING, and ARITHMATICK, may
hear of good encouragement by applying
to the fubfcriber in Diwonfries.

1l AUGUSTINE SEATON.

70 be SOLD or RENTED, on Wednefiay
the 13th of this inflant (November) and
may be entered upon at Chriftmas,

Y plantation in Brunfwick county,

on the Three Creeks, containing 348
acres, whereon is a pood dwelling-houfe,
kitchen, quarter, and three barns, witha
very good apple and peach orchard ; the
land well watered and timbered, and the
1oil good for corn, wheat, and tebacco.

Alfo a tract wichin about 3 miles of the

above, containing 196 acres, chiefly wood-

laud. The payments will be made ealy
to the purchaler, on paying a I'mallﬂrarr.
down.----On the {ime day will be old,
for fix months credit, fome cattle, hogs,

&¢. with a parcel of corn and wheat ;

the purchafers to give bond and fecurity,

which, il not punctually paid when they
b.come due, are to bear intereft from 1he
tate,--4 ¥4 Lintend to leave the country

[-00"0
1l TOSEPH E*\R'T‘I"“.

To be SOLD or RENTED,
"¥HE plantation well known by the name

ot the Smoky Ordinary, in Brunfwick
county, whereon is a new and good dwel-
liag-houfe, with ftore, lumber, and all
Other convenient houles for a merchant or
twvern keeper.  The place is {o well known
tist o farther defeription is unneceliary,

ma"ﬁdn

Uhofe perfons who are inclined*to rent, or
Purchiale, may know the terms by apply-
i Lo (2) HENKY SIMMONS.

e

GLoucESTER, Nov. 1., 1776.
\' HEREAS capt. Charles Tomkies has
advertifed #illiam Dickerfon in this
Gazette as a deferter, and fuppofes him to
be perfuaded fo to do by fome Tory, I
beg leave to relate tha truth of that imate
ter.  The [Lid #illiam Dickerfon, who is
my fon, was enlifted by capt. Tombics
when uaderage, and without my confent;
and in fome (hort time after I applied to
capt. Tomkies, and put himin mind, that
as I had not given my confeng I would en-
deavour to get my fon home ag.in,
However, as there was foon a call for
every man in the county capable of bearing
arms, to oppofe lord Dunmere’s invafion
of Guyn’s ifland, I made no farther appli-
cation for him, till neceflity compelled
me, by the illnefs of my wife. He ac-
cordingly came to fee his mother ; and as
I had never confented to his enlifting’, and
the family was in preat need of his pre-
fence, I thought I had a right to keep
him. Butlam nota Tory, and as warm
a friend to my country as any man in it;
and if ever there fhould be a call, no one
will be more ready than
2| DAVH) DICKERSON.
N. B. 1 canprovethat my fon #illiam
Dickerfon will be but 16 years of age the
5th day of next month.

LOST Jrom Rappabannock forge, in
King George eounty (fuppofid to be
JSiolen) a fpotted gray horfe about 13 hands
high wit bufby mane and fwitch tail, Jhort
docked, has agoofe rump, walks very brisk,
carries his head low, trotsandpaces, isvery
free to gallop, fbod all round, had on a pair
of iron [pancels, and branded on the near
buttock I. W hoever conveys the faid horfe
to the fubferibers Jhall have 30 5. reward,
and all reafonable charges.

(4) SULLIVAN "& MWILKINSON.

ALEXANDRIA, Nov. 15 1776.
HEREAS Charles Turner (a native
of Scotland, near Tweed) clock and
watch cleaner, who lived in this town upr-
wards of 16 yeare, died laft anuary intef-
tate, if he has any heirs, p‘r’legal repre-
fentatives, they may hear of fomething to
their advantage by applying to
ROBERT MUIR, adm.
**« The deceafed left two or three
watches, which are prefumed to be the
property of fome perfons. The owners
are defired to apply for them.

For § 4 L B,

HE noted place called Farley’s Ordina-
vy, in Amelia, comtaining about 270
acres of land, whercon are all fuitable
houfes for cropping and publick- houfe
keeping, a pafture under good fence, and
as much cleared round as will ferve 1o
work 6 or7 hands, 60,600 corn hills whereof
are fowed in wheat. For terms apply to
Mary Farley, Fohn Fames Farley, or 1o

Hilliam Crofs Craddock. 2|

COMMITTED to Brunfwick jail, on
the sth of September laft, two out-
landifh negro fellows, who cannor or will
not tell their maftersnames. Oune is about
5 feet 6 inches high, and about 40 years
old; the other about § feet 5 inches igh,
and about 35 years old. They had on,
when committed, two ofnabrug wrappers
a piece.  The owners are defired to take
them away, and pay charges to

LeEwis LANIER, jun,

TAKEN up in Loudoun, near Sugarland
run, three beifers, viz. Opea brindle,
another a pied with red fides, and white
back and tail; both marked with a cro

in each ear, and a flit in the left. The
other a black, with fome white about her
leg and the upper part of her face, and
marked with a crop and flit in the left car
oaly ; fhe has a calf.
prailed to sl.---There was another red
heifer came with the above, which is fince
dead.-+ | Fames  Coleman.
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Pofted, and ap-

OTICE is hereby given to the land-

holders of the boreugh of Norfuli,
that application will be made to this Ge-
neral Atlembly to pafs a law to empower
commiflioners to lay out the fuid borough
on a regular and convenient plan, and
fettle in what manmer compenfation (hall
be made to fuch perfons as (hall become
(ufferers thereby. Itis expecicd that fuch
as concur in the meafure will fign a petiti-
on, or otherwife fignify their concurrence
to #illiam Rofcow Wilfon Curle, efq; de-
legate for the faid borough; and thofe who
are againit it will ufe fuch means to pre-
vent the pafling fuch act as they fhall think

proper. (2)

Ricumonp county, Now, 1 1776,
THE fubferiber requefls the creditor: of
the rev. William Mackay, deceafed,
1o acquaint him with the nawure and
amount of their feveral claims, which will
enable him to make up « proper ftate of
the accounts,
1 WiLLianm Misgerr, truftee
to the adminiftratrix,

ALL marines out upon furlough, be-
longing to my quota, are defired im-
mediately to repair on board the brig
Muskito, capt. Harris .----Deferted, Fefe
Harden, Fofeph Hairlow, and Thomas
Meriman, for apprehending each of whom
I will give 3 1. reward.

2| JACOB VALENTINE.

AN ACADEMT,

TO be diftinguifhed by the mame of
LIseRTY HaLL, is now eftablithed
for the liberal education of youth, on Zim-
ber Ridge, in Augufia county, where all
1hie molt important<branches of literature,
neceflary to prepare young gentlemen {or
the ftudy of law, phyfick, and theclogy,
may be taught to good advantage, upon
the moft approved plan. The education
and morals of youth being the great ob-
Jects in view, "thofe peculiaritics which
form the complexion of any party (hall
have no place in the fcheme. * T'he rector,
with a fufficient number of aflittants, are
to govern n:r.l conduct the youth in their
ftudies ; and 24 truftees, in conjunétion
with nine vifiters, are to conduct all the
other affairs of the academy. The truf-
tees have already been enabled, by fub~
[criptions taken in the adjacent counties,
to erect feveral convenient houfes; and a
confiderable library of well chofen books,
and the molt eflential parts of a mathema-
tical and philefophical apparatus, are alfo
provided. It is expected that the build-
ings will be ready for the reception of the
{tudents the 25th day of next month.
Tuition is to be at the rate of 41.and board-
ing at 61. 108. per annum; one third of
the boardage money to be paid on the
day of entrance, yearly. The ftudents
are to provide their own beds, walhing,
and candles ; firewood will be gratis. As
the terms are low, the part of the coun=
try exceeding pleafant, healthy, and plens
titul, and our prefent form of government
makes education peculiwrly neceflary, it
is hoped, that no encouragement will be
wanting to enable the patrons vf this infti .
tution to carry it on, and make it exten-
fively ufeful. ~ As the tuition money is the
principal dependence the tutors will have
for their fupport, and the truftees depend
entirely upon the libera) contributions of
the friends of learning for enlarging the
buildings and raifing (ufficient funds, the
publick have the beft fecurity for their
fidelity aund diligence; and they fatter
themfelves that thofe who favour them
with donations, or the care of their chil-
dren, will never find caufe to call in quel-
uton their catholick principles in condu ng
this academy.

WILLIAM GRAHAM, rector,
OcToOBER 21, 1776,
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