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ON SIN . er efficient cauſe of his own ſinful
IN radically conſiſts in partial nature and exerciſes it might be

affection in a being capable of hard to ſhew ; b
a
t

ſuppoſe it were
knowing God ; o

r

rather , in h
is

admitted , that h
e might b
e the

loving the creature more than the cauſe o
f

h
is linful exerciſes , h
e

Creator . This affection o
f

heart muſt certainly b
e

ſo b
y

his own

is , in it
s

nature , hoſtile to the uni . act ; but it would not follow that

verfe , and involves in itſelf every th
e

producing a
ct

muſt b
e

a finful
thing that is vile and -baſe ; it is act , o

r
if , in a given caſe , it ſhould

moſt unjuſt , it is againtt reaſon and b
e , it would not follow , that it
s

the fitneſs o
f things ; and th
e

fub- ſinfulneſs is neceſſary to the ſinful
ject o

f
it muſt o
f

neceſſity b
e o
p
-

neſs o
f

th
e

effect . To inſtance in

poſed b
y

the univerſe , a
s it
s

ene the firſt fi
n

that exiſted : The queſ
my ; and if the intereſt o

f

the tion is , what was it
s

cauſe ? And
whole is more important than th

e

th
e

anſwer , o
n

th
e

preſent ſuppo

2
. intereſt o
f

a part , ſuch oppolition lition is , th
e

a
ct o
f

the finner :

is fi
t

and reaſonable . Bet certainly the a
ct cauſing the

Whatever b
e

th
e

cauſe o
f

fi
o , firſt ſi
n , being prior to it , and th
e

it
s

nature will b
e

the ſame ; enmi- ground o
f

it , could not b
e

a ſinful

ty to being ; oppoſition to th
e

gen- a
ct , becauſe to fuppofe this would

eral good . But a
s

ſinful man , in b
e

to ſuppoíe ſi
n exiſted before the

order to juſtify himſelf , is diſpoſed firſt fi
n . It is clear then , that the

to caſt a
ll

the blame o
f

fi
n

o
n

it
s firſt fi
n

was not produced b
y

a blame

cauſe , and ſo ultimately o
n God able cauſe in th
e

finner ; confe

th
e

firſt cauſe ; le
t

u
s

fe
e

, fo
r

a quently , a
ll

th
e

blame o
f

th
e

firſt
inoment , whether there is any e

v
i

. lin la
y

in it
snature , and not a
t a
ll

dence that th
e

cauſe o
f

ſi
n

is to in it
s

cauſe , if , a
s

is now ſuppoſed ,

blame . the finner himſelf b
e

the cauſe .

To the queſtion what is the But if the blame o
f

any one ſi
n

cauſe o
f

fi
n , if it have a poſitive may b
e wholly in it
s nature , and

cauſe , the anſwer muſt b
e , God , not a
t

a
ll

in it
s

cauſe , this may alſo

o
r , the finner himſelf , is th
e

cauſe . b
e

true o
f

a
ll

ſi
n ; a
n attempt there .

That th
e

finner himſelf is th
e

prop - fore to cait th
e

blame o
f any ſi
n
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th
e

face o
f things is furpriſingly a
l The work o
f

divine grace among
tered the former deſolations are u

s , three years ago , b
y

which near
happily repaired . The revival has ly fifty perſons were hopefully a

d
.

been connected with a ſpirit o
f unded to the Lord , had not wholly

io
n

, a
n
d

a very remarkable refor . ceaſed to produce effects o
n the

mation o
f

manners . people generally , when the late
Among a finall tribe o

f

Indians , ſcene o
f

mercy and wonder com .

a
t

a place called Cold Spring , a
- menced . , In the interval , ſeveral

bout 1
2

miles welt o
f

u
s , under were , in th
e

judgment o
f

charity ,

the care o
f

Paul , a
n Indian minif . " created a new in Chriſt Jeſus

ter , there has alſo o
f

late been a unto good works . " It is not known

great awakening ; and it continues however that any thing took place

in a good meaſure ftill . Alſo a
t in th
e

ſummer o
f

1798 ,which had
Huntington and Southold there immediate connection with the pre

have been , and a
re

a
t prefent very ſent work , unleſs it were ſome try

promifing appearances o
f Special in
g

confiets in a number o
f

pray- .

religious attention . May this good ing minds , which appeared to huma

and glorious work g
o

o
n

and prof- b
le

and prepare them fo
r

the bleſ .

per . Verily when the Lord builds fings and duties o
f

the enſuing

u
p

Zion , h
e appears in h
is glory , winter .

I a
m , with much reſpect , Late in October 1798 , the peo .

Yours , & c . ple frequently hearing o
f

th
e dif

AARON WOOLWORTH . playsof divine grace in Weft -Symf
Bridgehampton , * ( L. I. ) ? bury , were increaſingly impreſſed

July 1
5 , 1800 . with the information . Our con .

ferences foon became more croud

e
d and feeling . Serious people .LETTER X.

From th
e

Rev. EDWARD D
.

GRita Other ; and it was diſcovered from

began to break their minds to each

FIN o
f

New -Hartford .

fa
r

were preſent impreſſions from
GENTLEMEN , being th

e

effect o
f

mere ſympathy )

OT having expected that a
n

that there had been , fo
r

a conlid .

God among u
s would b
e called deſires fo
r

th
e

revival o
f religion 3 :

for , I have not been careful to while each one , unapprized o
f

h
is

charge m
y

mind with particulars . neighbour's feelings , had ſuppoſed

Many impreſſive circumſtances , h
is

exerciſes peculiar to himſelf .

which ,had they ſtood alone , would It was ſoon agreed to inſtitute a fe

not have been foon forgotten , have cret meeting for th
e

expreſs pur
given place to others , which in poſe o

f praying fo
r

effufions o
f the

their turn arreſted and engroſſed fpirit ; which was the ſcene o
f

the attention . A ſuccinctandgen- fuch wreſtlings a
s

a
re not , it is apa

eral acceunt ſhall however b
e a
t prehended , commonly experien

tempted . ced . Several circumſtances con

ſpired to increaſe our anxiety .

Although this place is not in New . The glorious work had already
England , yet a

s it is in th
e

vicinity , begun in Torringford ; and the
and a

s

th
e

work o
f

God there was cloud appeared to b
e going a
ll

a
m

coincident in time with that in New
round u

s
. It ſeemed a
s

thoughEngland , the Editors have thought

proper to inſert the account o
f it in providence , b
y

avoiding u
s , d
e

this place . ligned to bring to remembrance our
VOL . I. No. 6 . Dd
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paft abuſes of h
is grace . Beſides , moſt o
f

thoſe who were exerciſed ,

having been ſo recently viſited with were often too deeply impreſſed
diftinguiſhing favors , w

e

dared not to weep . Addreſſes to the paſ .

allow ourſelves to expect a repeti- fions , now n
o longer neceſſary . ſince

tion o
f

them ſo ſoon ; and w
e

be- the attention was engaged , were
gän to apprehend it was the pur- avoided ; and th

e

a
im was to come

poſe o
f

Him whom w
e

had lately a
t

the conſcience . - Little terror
grieved from among us , that w

e

was preached , except what is im

ſhould , fo
r

penalty , ſtand alone plied in th
e

doctrines -- o
f

the e
n .

Parched u
p

in ſight o
f ſurrounding tire depravity o
f

th
e

carnal heart
ſhowers . We conſidered what - it

s enmity againſt God -mits d
e

muſt b
e

the probable fate o
f

the ceitful doublings and attempts to

riſen generation if w
e

were to ſe
e

avoid the ſoul -humbling terms o
f

n
o

more o
f

“ the days that were the goſpel -- th
e

radical defects o
f

palt " for a number o
f years , and th
e

doings o
f

th
e

unregenerate , and
the apprehenſion that we might the ſovereignty o

f

God , in the

not , caufed ſenſations more eaſily diſpenſations o
f

h
is grace . The

felt than deſcribed . more clearly theſe and other kin

- This was th
e

ſtate o
f

th
e

people dred doctrines were diſplayed and
when , o

n
a fabbath in the month underſtood , the more were convic

o
f

November , it was the fovereign tions promoted . B
y

convictions
pleaſure o

f
a moſt merciful God is meant thoſe views and feelings

very ſenſible to manifeſt himfelfin , which a
re

cauſed b
y

uncovered
the public aſſembly . Many abiding truth , and th

e

influences o
f

the
inipreſſions were made o

n

minds ſpirit , antecedently to converſion .

( cemingly the leaſt ſuſceptible , and The order and progreſs o
f

theſe

o
n

ſeveral grown old in unbelief . convictions were pretty niuch a
s

From that memorable day th
e

flame follows . The ſubjects o
f

them

which had been kindling in ſecret , ' were brought to feel that they were
broke out . By defire o

f

the peo . tranſgreſſors , yet not that they were

p
le , religious conferences were ſe
t

totally ſinful . Astheir convictions

u
p

in different parts o
f

th
e

town , increaſed , they were conſtrained
which continued to b

e

attended b
y

to acknowledge their deſtitution o
f

.

deeply affected crouds ; and in love to God ; but y
e
t

they thought :

which divine preſence and power they had n
o enmity againſt him .

were manifefted to a degree which A
t

length they would come to ſe
e

we had never before witneſſed . It that ſuch enmity filled their hearts .

is not meant that they were marked This was particularly exemplified

with out -cries , diſtortions o
f body , in a certain houſe , in which were

o
r a
n
y

ſymptoms o
f intemperate two perfons exerciſed in mind .

zeal , but only that th
e

power o
f

One appeared to have a clear fenfe

divine truth niade deep impreſion o
f

this enmity , and wondered how

o
n the aſſemblies . You might o
f

th
e

cculd have been ignorant o
f

it .

fee a congregation fi
t with deep ſo long . The other was ſenſible

følemnity depicted in their coun that ſh
e

poffeffed none o
f

that love
tenances , without obſerving a tear to God which the law required ,

o
r

ſo
b

during the ſervice . This but could not believe that the en
laſt . obfervation is not made with tertained ſuch enmity a

s filled the
deſign to caſt odium o

n

ſuch natu- other with ſo much remorſe andan

ra
l

expreſſions o
f

a wounded ſpirit . guiſh . A few days afterwards ,

But th
e

caſe was- ſo with u
s that I ſeeing a friend to whom th
e

had

1

ten

1

1
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expreſſed this ſentiment, ſh
e

was felves with this plea o
f inability ,

anxious to le
t

him know her mif- and like their ancellor , to caſt the

take , and inforned him ſh
e

had blame upon God , b
y

pleading ,

difcovered that ſhe “ hated God • The nature which he gave me ,

with all her heart . " beguiled me . This was theene ..

In th
e

firſt ſtages o
f

conviction , my's ſtrong hold . All who were

it was not eaſy fo
r

th
e

ſubjects to a little more thoughtful than com
realize their defert o

f
eternal death . mon , but not thoroughly convic .

But afterwards , even while they te
d , would , upon the firſt attack ,

gave deciſive evidence o
f

being ſtill flee to this refuge . « They would

a
s

devoid o
f

a right teniper a
s thoſe b
e glaul to repent , but could n
o
t ;

wretches whoſe mouths will b
e their nature and heart were ſo bad ; " >

ftopt b
y

th
e

light o
f

the la
ſt

day , A
s

though their nature and heart
their conviction o

f

this deſert was , were not they themſelves , But the

in many inſtances , very clear . progreſs o
f convi &tion in general

Nevertheleſs , even to th
e

laſt , ſoon removed this “ refuge o
f

their hearts would recoil a
t

the lies , " and filled them with a ſenſe
thought o

f

being in God's hands , o
f

utrer inexcuſeableneſs . And
and would riſe against h

im

fo
r

in every caſe , a
s

ſoon a
s

their en
having reſerved it to himſelf to mity was flain this plea wholly van
decide whether to fanctify and p

a
r

. ihed , their language immediately

d
o
n

th
e
m

o
r n
o
t

. Though th
e

became , " I wonder , lever ſhoulă
diſplay o

f

this doctrine had the a
ſk the queſtion , How can I re

moſt powerful tendency to strip pent ? My only wonder now is

them o
f

a
ll hopes from themſelves , that I could hold o
u
t

ſo long . "

and to bring them to the feet o
f It was not uncommon for the

ſovereign grace ; y
e
t

a
s it thus hearts o
f

th
e

convicted , a
s they

fapped th
e

foundation o
n which roſe againſt God , to rífe alfo againſt

they refted , their feelings were his minſters . Several who had not .

excited againſt it . There was a betrayed their feelings in th
e

ſeaſon
man who , having been well indoc . o

f

them , afterwards confeſſed that

trinated , had fo
r

many years ad- ſuch reſentments had arifen . In

vocated this truth ; who notwith ſome inſtances , the emotions were
ſtanding , when h

e

came to b
e con- plainly diſcoverable , and in one

,

cerned about h
is

ſalvation and to particularly , the ſubject was ſo in

apply this truth to h
is own caſe , cenſed a
s

to break out in bitter e
x

was much diſpleaſed with it . He preſſions , but a few hours before
was a

t

times quite agitated b
y

a being relieved from the anguiſh o
f

wårfare between h
is underſtanding a deeplyº troubled ſpirit . Such

and heart ; the former afſenting to things ſeemed to b
e fatisfying eri .

the truth , the latter reſiſting it . dence that meré conviction n
o more

He ſaid it depended o
n God and meliorates the heart in this , than

not o
n himſelf , whether h
e

ever in the other world ; but ferves

ſhould comply with th
e

goſpel ; rather to draw out it
s corruptions

and fo
r

God to withhold h
is influ- into ſtill ſtronger exerciſe . It

erices , and then puniſh him fo
r

not may b
e

fuitable to add that theſe
poffeffing the temper which theſe in rallies o

f

reſentment were occaſion

fluences alone could produce ,appear - e
d b
y

the diftinguithing doc

e
d

to h
im hard . Before conviction trines o
f

th
e

goſpel cloſely and
had become deep and powerful , affectionately applied to the co

n
.

many attempted to exculpate them- ' ſcience .
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As ſoon as the heart of ſtone of diſtreſfing convi &tion , h
is mind

was removed and a heart o
f

Aeth was compoted in view o
f

thoſe
given , the ſubjects o

f

this happy very truths which had been th
e

cb :

change exhibited fentiments and jects o
f

h
is oppoſition . Siade

feelings widely different from thoſe then , h
e

has publicly manifefted

above deſcribed . They were now h
is belief in th
e

articles adopted
wrapt u

p

in admiration o
f

the laws b
y

the church , and has been re

and abfolute governmerit o
f

God , ceived b
y

them , ' to the “ further
which had before been the objects ance " o

f

their “ jo
y

o
f

faith ” and

o
f

ſo much cavil and diſguft . Not 6 comfort o
f

love . "

withſtanding the extreme delicacy Another might b
e mentioned

and danger which attend the dew who was equally oppofed to th
e

tail o
f

individual caſes , it may o
n

eſſential truths o
f

revelation . Ha

th
e

whole , it is hoped , b
e

more ving th
e

care o
f

a ſchool in town
uſeful than injurious to confirm and laſt winter , h

e

was required b
y

illuſtrate the obſervation " ju
ſt

now the inſpectors to ſubſcribe to the
advanced b

y

ſome particular reta- belief , ' “ That the general Syſtem
tibns , o

f

doctrines taught in the aſſem

- There was a man ; who , for a bly's catechifm , is agreeable to the
number o

f years , had entertained word o
f

God . ” He could not

hope o
f

h
is perfonal interelt in th
e

comply , o
n

th
e

ground that the
covenant ; and being o

f

inoffenfive catechiſın afferts “ God hath fore

behaviour , had given people n
o ordained whatſoever comes to paſs } " }

other ſpecial ground to diſtruſt h
im The inſpectors loth to loſe him , e
n

than h
is oppolition to divine ſove deavoured ' to convince him . But

reignty , and diſgust ( which h
e

now this clauſe appeared to him fo e
x

believes arofe from a felf -righteous ceptionable that h
e perſiſted in de

temper ) a
t the d
o

& rine that God clining ; and would have left h
is

hasi n
o regard fo
r

th
e

doings o
f

ſchoof rather than comply , bad h
e

the unregenerate . He thought the not a
t laſt diſcovered that the

impeniteve were thus to
o

much d
if

. phraſe , “ general ſyſtem ” would
couraged from making their own leave h

im roon after Tubſcribing

exertions . Emboldened b
y

a fa . to withhold his aſſent to the offen .

vorable opinion o
f

h
is

ſtate , h
e o
f

. five article . Soon after this , h
is

fered himſelf ſometime ago fo
r

conſcience was ſeized b
y

the con :

communion witli the church . And vincing power o
f

truth , a great

becauſe h
e

could not affent to their revolutioii ' was produced in his

confeffion o
f

faith , h
e petitioned views and feelings , and h
e

has

to have ſeveral articles ftruck out , fince profefſed to b
e filled with ad

particularly th
e

one which aſſerts miration o
f

a government planned

th
e

doctrine o
f

election . The b
y

eternal wiſdom , a
n
d

adminif .

church did not confent , and h
e

tered b
y

unerring rectitude .

withdrew . But ſo exquiſitely was I't might perhaps not b
e unſuita

b
is fenfibility touched , that h
e

had b
le

to mention the caſe o
f

a man

it in ferious coolideration to d
if

. upward o
f

7
0 years o
f

age ; who ,

poſe o
f

h
is property , and remove belonging to the loweſt claſs o
f

fo

to ſome places where h
e might ciety , and living in a very retired

enjoy goſpel ordinances . ' It pleaf place , was extremely illiterate ,

e
d

God , th
e

laſt winter , to con- a
n
d

h
a
d

little intercourſe with the
vince him that his feet ſtood o

n

world ; yet was poffeffed o
f

a

Nippery places ; " and after a ſcene frong nind and malignant paffions .
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Having conceived a ftrong diſgultneſs and gentleneſs had taken the
at ſome of the peculiar doctrines of place of native ferocity, and the

the goſpel , he had given h
is word man appeared tamed . I could not

that h
e would hear them n
o more . help reflecting that a religion which

Becauſe h
is wife had united with will make ſuch changes in the tem

th
e

church , and attended public pers and manners o
f

men is a . re

worſhip , h
e

rendered h
e
r

le rery ligion worth poffeffing . An awak
uncomfortable . On which ſubječt ening which produces ſuch effects

I went to converſe with b
in , la
ſt

: will not b
e

cenſured b
y

the friends
ſummer ; and a

m

certain I nerer o
f

human happineſs .

faw a caſe in which ſo much d
e It would not conſiſt with the den

liberate rancor and deadly hatred signed brerity o
f

this narration ,

were expreffed againſt every thing nor yet perhaps with propriety , to

facred , against the effential truths retail a
ll

the intereſting circum

o
f

revelation , and againſt the min . ftances in th
e

experiences o
f

more
ilters and church o

f

Chriſt in geri- than a liundred perſons , who app

eral . In th
e

expreſion both o
f pear to have been the ſubjects o
f

his countenance and lips h
e a
p

. this work . It may however b
e

proximated the neareſt to m
y

ideas not unuſeful to g
o

ſo fa
r

into par- ,

o
f

“ th
e

ſpirits in priſon ” o
f

any ticulars a
s

to exhibit ſome o
f the

perfon I ever beheld . His enmity diftinguiſhing fruits o
f

it . The

was not awakened to fudden rage , ſubjects o
f

it have generally e
x .

( fö
r

m
y

treatment aimed a
t being preffed a choice that God ſhould

conciliatory , ) b
u
t

ſeemed deep purſue th
e

" determinate counſe ! "

rooted and implacable . His refo- o
f

h
is own will , and without con

lution o
f keeping from public wor- fulting them , decide reſpecting

ſh
ip , h

e pertinaciouſly adhered to : their ſalvation . To the queſtion

Nor h
a
d

h
e any connection with whether they expected to alter th
e

the conferences during th
e

firſt p
e

: divine mind b
y

prayer , it h
a
s

been
riod o

f

the awakening . Yet a
s

anſwered , “ I ſometimes think , if

diſconnected a
s

h
e

was from a
ll

re this were poſſible I ſhould not dare
ligious ſociety and the means o

f

to pray . ” When asked what was
grace , it pleaſed God , late in the the firſt thing which compoſed their
winter , to take ſtrong hold o

f

h
is anxious minds , they have ſome

mind . He continued fo
r

a while times anſwered , “ The thought
trembling in retirement ; butwhen that I was in the hands o

f

Godo

h
e

could contain n
o longer , h
e It feenis to m
e

that whatever b
e
i

came out to find the conferences , comes o
f

m
e

, whether I live o
r

and to ſeek fome experienced d
ie , I cannot bear to b
e out o
f

h
is

Chriftians to whom h
e might lay hands . ” Many have expreffed a

open h
is diſtreſs . Being called willingneſs to put their names to a

out o
f

town about this time , I did blank , and leave it with God to

not ſe
e

him in this condition ; and fi
ll

it u
p

; and that , becauſe his
when I ſaw him next , h

e

was , in having the government would fe

appearance , « clothed and in his cure th
e

termination o
f

a
ll things

rightmind . ” Enquiry being made in h
is own glory .

reſpecting h
is apprehenſions o
f

They d
o

not found their hopes

thoſe d
o

& rines which had been fo o
n

th
e

ſuggeſtion o
f

fcripture p
a
f

offenſive , h
e replied , “ They are lages to their minds , o
n dreams , o
r

the foundation o
f

the world . ” feeing fights , o
r hearing voices , o
r

Every a
ir

ſeemed changed . Soft - ' o
n blind unaccountable impulfes
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but on th
e

perſuaſion that they may enjoy him in a lif
e

o
f com

have diſcovered in themſelves the munion with him . A proſpect o
f

exerciſes o
f

love to God and man , the full attainment of theſe ends
originating not in ſelfiſhneſs. is.what appears to render the heay .

When aſked what they had dif- enly ſtate th
e

object o
f

their eagen

covered in God to engage their deſire . Their admiration o
f .Jeſus

affections , they have ſometimes Chrift ſeems moſt excited b
y

h
is

anſwered , " I think I love him zeal to ſupport h
is Father's lawig

becauſe h
e

hates fi
n

becauſe h
e

a law , the glories o
f

which they
hates my fins . " They frequently appear diſtinctly , though inper's

have declared that God appeared fectly , to apprehend . The bible
altogether more glorious to them is to them a new books Prayer

fo
r

being fi
n -hating a
n
d

fi
n -aveng ſeems their delight . Their hearts

ing ; that they were willing che are peculiarly united to the people

Nould abide b
y

h
is

determination o
f God . But the moſt obſervar

not to have mercy o
n

them , o
r

their b
e

part o
f

their character is a

friends , if they would not repent lovely appearance o
f

meekneſs
and believe the goſpel . One ob- and humility . Little o

f

that pre .

ſerved in confidence to a friend , fumptuous confidence too much o
f

and without th
e

appearance o
f of which has ſometimes appeared in

tentation , thai ſhe had been ſo ta young profeſſors , is obſervable in

ken up a
ll day in rejoicing in them . Accordingly they have

God's perfections and th
e

certain not that uninterrupted elevation o
f

accompliſhment o
f

h
is glory , that fpirits which in th
e

inexperienced is

ſh
e

had ſcarcely thought o
f

what generally bottomed o
n comparative :

would b
e

her own deftiry ; that ignorance o
f remaining corruption ,

ſh
e

muſt believe th
e

reckoned and overrating their attainments .

more o
f

h
is glory and th
e

public Accuſtomed to diſcriminate be
good than o

f

her own happineſs . tween true and falſe affections ;

Some declared that if they could they appear not to ſet to their a
c

have their choice , either to live a count ſo much o
f

the 6 wood ,

life o
f

religion and poverty , o
r

hay and ſtubble ” a
s perhaps ſome

revel in the pleaſures o
f

the world , have done . B
y

reaſon of the
unmolelted by : conſcience o

r

fear , views they have had o
f

the deceit
and a

t

laſt b
e

converted o
n

a dying fulneſs o
f

their hearts , and the
bed , and b

e

a
s happy hereafter a
s compariſon and examination they :

if they had made the other choice , have made to diſcover how near in

they ſhould prefer the former ; appearance falſe religion lies to

and that , for the glory o
f

God , the true , they have great diffidence
and not merely fo

r

the happineſs and diſtruit of themſelves . А

which th
e

proſpects o
f

future g
lo ſenſe o
f

their ill defert abides and

ty would daily afford : fo
r

they increaſes upon thens - after apparent
believed their choice would b

e

the renovation ; a conſiderable time .

fame , though in certain expecta- pofterior to wlich , fome have been

tion cliat fears and conflicts would heard to ſa
y

, " I never had an :

render a religious lif
e

leſs happy idea what a heart I had ' ti
ll

this
than a life o

f fenfuality . Their week . ”week . ” Each one ſeems to a
p

predominant defire fill appears to prehend b
is

own depravity to b
e

b
e that God may b
e glorified , and the greateſt . They appear not to

that they may render h
im volunta- b
e calculating to bring God into

ry glory in a life o
f

obedience , and debt b
y

their new obedience . A
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am , &c.

perſon not greatly indoctrinated , not been diſpoſed to give mueh

but lovely in the charms of child credit to religion, falling into a

like Simplicity , was heard to ſa
y

, conference o
f young people one

" I will tell you , S
ir , what a
p

-

evening , and hearing a prayer
pears to me would b

e exaaly right . made b
y

a
n

illiterate youth , was

It would b
e exactly right fo
r

m
e

much ſarpriſed and even convin

to live 3
0

o
r

4
0 years in the world ced ; and afterwards obſerved that

without ever finning again , and b
e

h
e

was ſatisfied ſuch a prayer could

ferving God a
ll

the time ; and not , a few months before , have

then it would b
e juſt right fo
r

m
e

poſſibly dropt from thoſe lips .

to b
e

ſent to he'l for what I have It is believed that the outlines o
f

already done . The hopeful ſub- this narration equally deſcribe th
e

jects of the work a
s yet exhibit features and fruits o
f

this exten

fruits meet fo
r

repentance . ” five , ( and may w
e

not add , genu

Some w
e

have had opportunity to in
e ,and remarkably pure ) work , in a
t

fee under the preffure o
f

heavy a
f

. Jeaſt 5
0

o
r

6
0

adjacent congrega

flictions ; who have ſeemed calm- tions . It is propoſed ſhortly to

ly to acquieſce in the diſpenſations give you a more entire picture o
f

of Providence . it , a
s it relates to this place ; ' ti
ll

In giving th
e

foregoing defcrip- then . I a
tion , ſpecial care has been taken E. D. GRIFFIN . "

not to paint a
n

ideal image o
f

what New Hartford , Aug. 1800 .

they ought to b
e , but fcrupulouſly

to delineate the views and exerci

ſe
s

which they have really expreff
Memoirs of Mrs. Mercr Bur

e
d

. In thefe views and exerciſes Ton , confort o
f theRev. Afa Bur

to
n

, o
f

Thetford , Vermont , whethey have however circumſtiantially

differed ; ſome having beer firſt
died June 1

5 , 1800 , Ætat 4
8

.

and chiefly the beau RS . BURTON was born

with in North - Preſton , in Core
the glories and all.ſufficiency o

f

necticut . She was daughter o
f

Jeſus Chriſt ; others , with the d
i

Mr. Stephen Burton . She was

vine perfections generally ; o
th married to th
e

Rev. Aſa Burton ,

e
rs , and perhaps the greateſt num- Auguſt 2
5 , 1778. She was th
e

ber , with the fitneſs o
f

divine mother o
f

two children , who both

ſovereignty . Some have been fo
r

died young . * At the age o
f

a great while , others , a much | Twenty -three , h
e

was hopefully re

forter time , under trouble o
f

newed in the ſpirit o
f

her mind ,

mind . One man , in advanced and united herſelf with the church .

life , whe had lately been only a She poſſeſſed a diſcerning mind ;

little more thoughtful than co
m

which th
e

early cultivated b
y

read

mon , in this ſtate retired to reſt , in
g

. After th
e

appcared to b
e .

and was ſuddenly ſeized with pow come a ſubject o
f

ſaving knowl
erful and very diſtinct convictions edge , ſhe gave herſelf to the ſtudy

o
f

truth , and in th
e

judgment o
f

o
f the ſcriptures , and o
f other

charity , almoſt immediately paſſed books which were calculated to e
n

to uncommonly clear exerciſes o
f

love to God and his kingdom .

* Theſe children were daughters ;

With the gift o
f

grace , ſome
their names were Lucena and Pollj .

The firſt o
f

theſe died Auguſt 3 , 1796 ,

have received a
n

uncommon gift o
f

Ætat 7 . The laſt , Septimber 154
prayer A man who formerly had 1797 , Ætat 1

7
.

M ,
1

5
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A REVIEW of times paſt, and as they paſs ? That we recount the

contemplations on future proſpects, mercies , the corrections, the great

humbly attempted fo
r

general in . and various events o
f

th
e

ſeveral
ſtruction , and to excite nſeful and periods o

f

our lives , and our con
pious meditations , a

t

the commence- duct in each o
f

them ? May w
e

ment o
f

th
e

n
e
w

year and century : not , with a pious pleaſure , con

o
r , the Editors ' NEW YEARS ' template the promiſes and prophe .

GIFT , to their generous readers.cies which have been accomplished ,
IME is moft intimately con

and thoſe which are rapidly fulfil

neeted with eternity . So- ling a
n
d

th
e

progreſs which is ma

lema thought ! It is pregnant with king in th
e

work o
f

redemption ?

a
ll

it
s joys , and with a
ll

it
s

woe .

The changes which a ſhort time

Time will finiſh the whole myſte makes in individuals , in families , in

ry o
f God , and a
ll

the works o
f

kingdoms , in th
e

church o
f

God ,

in the natural and moral ſtate o
f

men . Tiine will prepare a
ll

the
veſſels o

f mercy fo
r

glory , and a
ll

th
e

world ? Will not contempla
tions like theſe , awake our grati

the veſſels o
f

wrath for deſtruc .

tion , and ſeal u
p

a
ll

th
e

living to

tude , increaſe our faith , excite

eternal life o
r

death . The man
our diligence , watchfulneſs and

ner in which every portion o
f

it h
a
s

activity ? How naturally and co

been ſpent , every action , word a
n
d

gently does th
e

intereſting period

to which we are arrived , a
t the

thought , affection and defire o
f

each particular period o
f

time ,and eighteenth century ,and a
t

th
e

co
m

:

clofe o
f

another year , and of the

o
f

it
s

whole duration , will come

under a moft ſolemn and impartial
mencement o

f
a new year , and

review , a
t the end ; and have a
n new century , invite and preſs u
s

to theſe contemplations ?

important influence in the final
dooni , eternal life o

r

death o
f

a
ll Every year is productive o
f e

the living . In this view , o
f

what
vents folema , vaſt and wonderful .

folemn moment is it , that a
ll

time It terminates th
e

lives o
f

millions ,

and , like a
n irreſiſtible current ,

ſhould b
e well ſpent ; and that w
e

wiſely review our days and years to th
e

grave , to judgment and eter :

bears o
n

the dying children o
f

men

Vol . I. No. 7 . G &
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WARD

[Continued from page 223. ] hood , and ofequalabilities and op

LETTER XI .
portunity ; and it had ſeemed like

Second letter from th
e

Rev. E
d that th
e

hopewasalmoſt relia
splowing o

n
a ro

ck ; ” infomuch

D. GRIFFIN o
f

New .

quiſhed o
f

ever being able to intro

· Hartford .
duce diſcriminating ideas into

GENTLEMEN , minds ſo young . It would b
e

u
n

I N purfuance o
f

the deſign fug- grateful not to acknowledge that in

geſted in the cloſe o
f my latt , a remarkable manner it hath pleaf

the narration , which was then left e
d

the Moſt High “ out o
f

the

unfiniſhed , will now b
e

reſumed . mouths o
f

babes and facklings to

The late attention o
f

our State perfect praiſe

Legiſlature to ſchools has led the It is hoped that about fifty heads

way to important benefits to child o
f

families have been th
e

ſubjects

dren , a
s well in this , a
s in many o
f

this work ; a confiderable part
other towns . In conſequence o

f o
f

whom rank among th
e

moſt ref
the new arrangements , ſchool -maſ- peetable and influential characters

ters o
f

ſerious minds have been in the town . This however gives
employed , who have entered in the young n

o juft encouragement

earneſt upon inſtructing th
e

chil . Lo hazard their falvation o
n

the
dren in th

e

principles o
f religion , chance o
f

being called in " a
t the

and praying with them . The e
f . eleventh hour . " Had they ſeen

feet has been , that many ſchools th
e

anguiſh o
f

ſome o
f

theſe fo
r

have been awakened , and a
s w
e

neglecting fo long the great bufi .

Thave good reaſon to conclade , have nefs o
f life , itmight diſcourage ſuch

received lafting benefits . Three neglect in them . Penetrated with

o
f

the ſchools in this town were remorſe for the waſte o
f

life , and

laſt winter under the care o
fmen fo
r

the lak examples b
y

which
profeffedly pious , and very faith- they ſuppoſed they bad corrupted

fu
l

in imparting theſe inftru &tions . others , they feemed to conclude it

Out o
f

theſe , nearly twenty chil . was probably too late fo
r

them to

dren , in th
e

courſe o
f

th
e

winter , find mercy ; y
e
t

were anxious to

it is hoped , were introduced into diſburden their conſcience o
f

one

" marvellous light . ” Theknow- torment , b
y folemnly warning the

ledge poffeffed b
y

ſuch a
s

w
e

hope youth not to follow their teps .

have been favingly enlightened b
y

“ We a
re

foon going , ſaid they , to

the divine ſpirit , is worthy o
f

p
a
r

. receive the reward o
f

waſted lif
e

;

ticular obſervation . Important in and w
e

warn you to proceed n
o

deas and diſtinctions which it has further in ſearch o
f

a more conve .

been attempted in vain to give to nient time to prepare fo
r

death .

others o
f

their age ,appear familiar We have been over th
e

ground b
e
m

to them . One lad in particular , tween you and u
s , and this 'more

in a certaio interview which was convenient ſeaſon ' does not lie be
had with him , diſcriminated before you that w

e

could b
e

tween true and falſe affections , and placed back to your age , fo
r

then

ſtated th
e

grounds o
f

h
is hopes and w
e might have hope . If you did

fears in a manner very ſurpriſing but koow and feel a
s w
e

d
o

the v
a

and affe &ting . It was the more lu
e

o
f

youth , you would ſurely bec

fo , becauſe the evening before a
n te
r

improve it . " In language o
f

attempt had been made with chil this import have they been free
dren o

f

the ſame age and neighbor quently heard to vent themſelves ,

Vol . I. No. 7 . Kk
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enant . a

while deſpair and anguiſh feemed | w
a
s

alſo very ignorant o
f

the e
ra

ſeteed o
n every featere ; a
ltwhich , fential nature o
f

trae religion , in

uniteds produced fenfations in th
e

ſenſible o
f

th
e

deceitfulneſs o
f

her
affected hearers not eaſily deſcrib - heart , and in full confidence of

e
d . 199 ! her good effate . Another , accuf .

The power o
f

the almighty fp
i-

romed to contemplate moral truth ,

ri
t

has proftrated the ſtoutneſs o
f

a in the light o
f

a clear and péné
conſiderable number , who were the trating intellect , had miſtaken the

laſt that human expectation would affent o
f

th
e

underſtanding fo
r

a
f

.

have fixed o
n

to b
e the fubjects o
f fections o
f

the heart . Another
ſuch a change . Une man who had been the fubject o

f

ſome exo
lives a

t
a distance from the fancerciſes in early life , which had in

tuary , and who perhaps ſeldom , duced th
e

hope that h
e

was within

if ever , viſited it in his life ; and the embraces o
f

the gracious cov :

who , a
s might b
e expected , was But h
e

had become
extremely ignorant cand ftupid , worldling ; and lived in the omil .

has been viſited in h
is own houfe , fion o
f family prayer . Still , while

a
n
d

in th
e

view o
f charity , bro't under h
is

late conflicts , h
e would

into the kingdom . His heart reach back , and faſten ariew o
n his

ſeems now for th
e

firſt time to b
e

former hope , ( which h
e

had made
towards the fanctuary , though ill little account o

f
in the days o
f

his
health presents h

im from enjoying , careleſsneſs ) until the power o
f

the bleſſings and privileges o
f

it : th
e

divine ſpirit broke his hold .

Another o
ld

man , in the fame Another had ' formerly refted her
neighborhood , who had not been hope o

n

fome fuggeſtion to her
into our houfe o

f worſhip , and mind ( ſomewhat like a voice ) af
probably ' not into any other , fo

r
| Turing her in time o

f

fickneſs and

more than twenty years , has been anxiety , that herfins were forgiv
arreſted , in his retirement , b

y

the e
n

. Another had been introduced

divine ſpirit , and fill remains into a hoping ſtate in a ſeaſon o
f

o
n like the troubled fe
a

when it awakening feveral years ago ; ſince
cannot reft.ilgi Z : ' 0

3 which , nothing ſpecial had occur

It h
a
s

been a remarkable Seafon re
d

a
s

a ground o
f

ſelf - d
it

t

ruſts

fo
r

th
e

deftruction of falle hopes . except that ſh
e

had fometimes , for
Nearly twenty o

f

othofe who have a confiderable ſeaſon , neglected

lately appeared to build o
n

the prayer a
n
d

ſpiritual contemplations

rock ” have been plucked o
ff

from fo
r

worldly objects . Another was

th
e

fandy foundation . A
s

a cau- firſt p
u
t

upon fufpecting and ſearch
tion to others , it may perhaps not ing himfelt b

y

finding in h
is

heart

b
e improper briefly to state th
e

pre- a
n

undue appetite for the gaieties

vious ſituation o
f

ſome o
f

thefe . and vanities o
f youth . He had

One håd fuppofid that the loved just returned from a party o
f pleaf

th
e

God o
f providence becauſe ure when h
is ' coniiet begár .

th
e

had fonte ſenſe o
f

h
is daily Another was the man mentioned

kindneſs to her and h
e
r

family . in m
y

former letter a
s having been

She was the one mentioned in m
y

so oppoſed to the fovereignty of
former letter , who was brought to God , in th

e

difpenfations o
f

his

ſe
e

and acknowledge that ſhe h
a grace . The rett , for ought that

ted the real Ser o
f God appeared , were a
s hopeful candi .

with a
ll

her heart . Another , hav . dates fo
r

heaven a
s many proter

in
g

been brought u
p

in gay life , fors . From obſerving th
e

effects
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which th
e

light o
f

God's preſence | inſtances , th
e

enemy has attempo

had upon falfe hopes , a trembling e
d to divert people from their anx

ręfection aroſe , How many ſuch iety with premature hopes .

hopes will probably b
e

chaſed away We have met with little o
r

no

b
y

th
e

opening light to eternity ' open oppoſition to th
e

work ; the
The Lord ſeemed come ſearch corruptions o

f

thoſe who were
Jeruſalem with candles " and to not drawn into it , having been

find out thoſe who were “ ſettled held in awe b
y

a preſentGod . It

o
n their lees . " The church fe
l

is apprehended there h
a
s

ſcarcely
the ſhock . No lefs than three con been a perſon in town , o

f

ſuffi
verſed with m

e
in one week o
n

the cient age fo
r

ſerious thought , who
expediency o

f withdrawing from has not felt a
n unuſuai folemnity

the facrament . That ſame pref- o
n

h
is

mind . A general reforma
ence which a

t Sinai made a
ll

the tion o
f

morals and fobriety o
f

church and even Moſes “ exceed - conduct are obſervable through the
ingly fear and quake " rendered it town .. Family prayer has been

now a time o
f trembling with pro . remarkably revived . On the day

feſſors in general . Nevertheleſs it o
f

th
e

general election o
f

ſtate o
f

was , in reſpect to moſt o
f

them , ficers , ( a day uſually devoted to

& ſeaſon o
f great quickening and a feftivity ) the young people , o
f

remarkable day o
f

prayer . Two their own accord , affembled in the
perſons have been for ſeveral Sanctuary ; where , b

y
their par .

months under deep dejection , ticular deſire , a fermon was deliv .

which a
t

times bordered o
n deſ ered to them ; and they went home

pair ; one , being extremely weak . generally agreed that one day fpent

ened b
y

ill health ; the other , h
a
v

. in the courts o
f

th
e

Lord was beté
ing experienced ſuch dreadful ter than a thouſand wafted in van .
heart -rifings againſtGod a

s to b
e it
y

. Upon th
e

whole , it is a giv
terrified into the apprehenſion that e

n point among the candid that
her condemnation is ſealed . much good and n

o hurt . has been

Some , after having h
a
d

, ſo fa
r

a
s produced b
y

this religious revival ,

we ca
n

judge , à ſaving change a
n
d

that it would b
e

n
a matter o
f

paſs upon their hearts , have had exceeding joy and gratitude , if

ſeaſons o
f

thick darkneſs . One ſuch a revival fhould b
e extended

perſon , after the dawn o
f

a joyful through the world.com
morning , was fo

r

two o
r three In this work , the divine ſpirit

months overſhadowed with a cloud , ſeems to have borne ſtrong tefti
and b

y

turns appeared in almoſt to mony to the truth o
f

thoſe doc

ta
l

deſpair ,and notwithſtanding h
e

trines which a
re generally embra

had ſuch apprehenſions o
f guilt ced b
y

our churches , and which
and danger that . Meepleſs and are often diſtinguiſhed b

y

the ap

" wearifome nights ” were appellation o
f

Calviniſm . Theſe

pointed ” to h
im ; y
e
t

h
e verily doctrines appear to have been

thought , ( to u
ſe

h
is own frequent “ the ſword o
f

the ſpirit ” b
y

expreſſion ) that h
e was a
s ſtupid which finners have been pricked

a
s

the beaſts , and that h
is ſtupidity in their hearts , and to have been

was daily increaſing ; ' though to « like a
s

a fire and like a ham .

others it was evident that what h
e

mer that breaketh the rock in pie
conſidered the increaſe o

f

h
is

ft
u

- ce
s

. ” It is under the weekly dif
pidity , was only th

e

increaſe o
f

play o
f

theſe that the work has

bis anxiety about it . In other been carcied o
n

in a
ll

our towns .
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*cence or good works , but on
divine ſpirit are , therefore , worthy

Theſe have been the truths which religion , in ſuch a diſtinguiſhing

the awakened have deeply félt , and madner , as to convince ſerious,
theſe th

e
prominent objects in view attentive obſervers , that the ſame

o
f

which th
e

young converts have mighty power o
f

the Holy Ghoſt ,

been tranſported . The ſcenes which wrought fo efficacioudy o
n

which have been opened before u
s

th
e

day o
f

Pentecoſt , is ftill d
if

have brought in
to

view what played in th
e

building u
p

o
f

h
is

to many is convincing evidence church , in the world . In this

that there is ſuch a thing a
s experi extenſive work o
f

-grace , h
e

has
mental religion ; and that mere out confounded and filenced many o

f

ward morality is not the qualifica- the enemies o
f

the gofpel , efpe .

tion which fits the foul for the e
ri cially that claſs o
f

them , who ,

joyment o
f

God . People , who while they 'profeffedly believed th
e

before were o
f

inoffenfive conduct facred ſcriptures , denied the necef
and o

f

engaging focial affections , fi
ty

o
f

the fpecial agency o
f

th
is

have been brought to ſe
e

that their Holy Ghoſt in the regeneration o
f

.

hearts were full o
f enmity to God ; finners . For ſuch h
a
s

been th
e

and now give charitable evidence peculiar and glorious nature o
f

the

o
f pofreling tempers , to which work , that it has been evidently

'before they were utter ( trangers . ſeen to b
e

th
e

work o
f

God , and

It may b
e added , that ſome o
f

the not o
f

mah : That , when a Paul
ſubjects o

f

th
e

work now aknowl . has planted , and a
n Apollos wa

edge that they lived many years tered , God has given a
ll

the in .

in dependence o
n a moral life , creaſe ; fothat -allhas eventually d
e .

( a
n
d

one o
f

them , driven from pended o
n th
e

blefling o
f

th
e

divine

this ground , tried to re
ſt

o
n th
e

Spirit , in making th
e

goſpel effec

now brought to fe
e

that they were repentance . Such extraordinary

“ leaning o
n a broken reed , " and Seaſons o
f the out -pooring o
f

the

n
o longer rett o
n

inno- ,

of remembrarice , fince they ferve
who came to ſave th

e

chief o
f

to deſtroy the ſtrong holds o
f er

Jinners . I a
m , & c . ror and rain philofophy , and to

E
. D. GRIFFIN . bring a back ſiding people to the

New -Hartford , Sept. 1800 . real knowledge o
f

God . They
prove , beyond a doubt , that the

LETTER XI . Holy Ghoſt operates in the hearts

From th
e

Rev. William F. Mu- o
f

men a
s a convincer a
n
d

a com

TER o
f

Windſor , Wintonbury | viour's afcenfion , to glory , h
e

has

; and that's fince our Sa.

Parijs ,

been fent down to convince the
GENTLEMEN , world o

f
fi
n , becaufe they have not

E have reaſon to rejoice truly believed in the name o
f the

thatthe Lord reigns ; fo
r , only begotten Son o
f

God . As ,

a
s

á gracious God , h
e is wonder therefore , in th
e

courſe o
f

the paſt
fully viſiting many parts o

f

our and o
f

the preſent year , there has ,

Zion , with h
is

falvation . In h
is

in th
e

judgment o
f

charity , appear
great mercy , h

e

has poured outed to b
e ſuch a glorious work a .

upon many o
f our towns the fpiritmong the people o
f

whom I have

o
f

grace and o
f ſupplication . He th
e

rinifterial care , it may b
e afe .

has carried o
n a blefled revival o
f

1 fu
l

to follow the examples o
f

others ,
are

W

4
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