i THE FUTURE OF THE NEGRO,

Rev. Francis J. @rimke €ounsals In-
l dustry, E 2y apd Co: ion.

Lev. Franels J. Grimke. D. D., of Wash-
mgtop, last evenmng aadressed the colored
people at the Phillips Street Baptist Church
on “Qur Fuwure as a People.” He sala:
“When freedom came it found us poor. Now
we are ussessed for more than oue hundred
millions of property. This accumutation
was made agatnst the greatest odds. In
Keutucky we pay taxes or £4.000,000 worth
of property; in Georgia on 29,000,0u0; in
South Carolina on $10,000.000; in Alabama
on_§12.,000,000; 1n Texas on $20,000,000:
in Masstssivpl on about $25,000,000, and in
Loutslana on £30,000.000. At the close af
the war bardly a tenth of our people was
able fo reaa or write. Now our publie
schools alene number more than 1800, ana
o them are gathered more tban 1,000~
000 pupls, apd over themr presiae more
than 16,000 teachers. all or nearly
all of whom have been Drepared since the
war. In imorsls the advauce has been
equally markea. Twenty years ago it.was a
common thing, especlally 1n rural aistricts
in the South, for whole famlies to occupy the
saweroom. T2 an extent this is still true,
but 11 is 3 vanishine evil. There are several
things needed, and wealih 18 one of them.
Tue man with wealth feels hmself some- |
body, aud is sp regarded vy oikgrs.”  Lue
preat secret of alseriminations against the
colured pronple in hotels, or rallreads and |
steamboats, Mr.  Grimke concelved ta |
be e universul poverty of the race.
Prejudice is_strong, but the love of moeney is
stringer.  Without a basis of material pros-
petily wuch caluvl U EApEsisd in the Way
of iutellectual ana wsihetic development.
**1f we would possess wealth, we must lubar.
Bul inausary is not enough, Yo il the colored
ma must add habiis of economy. But our
tastes and inclinations all tend to extrava-
gance.  We must also caltivate a spirit of co-
operation. All things belng equal. itis our
duty to employ the colored lawyer, doctor
and dentist :ather than white oues, on the
principle that what raises the level of the fu-
dividual raises al:0 the level of the race.””




