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THE NEGRO AND HIS CITIZENSHIP.

ACTS 22:25-29.—And when they had tied him up with the
thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for
you to'scourge a man that is a Roman and uncondemned? And
when the centurion heard it, he went to the chief captain and told
him, saying, What art thou about to do? for this man is a Roman.
And the chief captain came and said unto him, Tell me, art thou
a Roman? And he said, Yea. And the chief captain answered,
With a great sum obtained I this citizenship. But Paul said, But
I am a Roman born. They then that were about to examine him
Strasghtway departed from him: and the chief captain also was
afraid when he knew that he was a Roman, and because he had
bound him.

In this passage attention is directed to four things: To the fact
that Paul was a Roman citizen ; to the fact that he was about to
be treated in a way that was forbidden by his citizenship; to the
fact that he stood up for his rights as a Roman citizen; and to
the fact that those who were about to infringe upon his rights
were restrained, were overawed.

I. Attention is directed to the fact that Paul was a Roman cit-
izen. Citizenship was a possession that. was very highly es-
teemed, and that was obtained in several ways,—by birth, by pur-
chase, as a reward for distinguished military services, and as a
favor. Paul’s came to him by inheritance; his father before him
had been a Roman citizen: how it came to the father we do not
know. At one time the price paid for it was very great. The
chief captain, in the narrative of which our text is a part, tells us
that he obtained his with a great sum; and therefore he seemed
surprised to think that a man in Paul’s circumstances should have
it. At first he seemed a little incredulous, but it was only for a -
moment. The penalty for falsely claiming to be a Roman citi-
zen was death; this fact together with the whole bearing of the
apostle finally left no doubt in his mind: he accepted his state-
ment.

It was not only a great honor to be a Roman citizen, but it
carried with it many rights and privileges that were not enjoyed
by others. These rights were either private or public,—Jus
Quiritium, and Jus Ciwitatis. Among Private Rights, was the
Right of Liberty. This secured him against imprisonment with-
out trial; exemption from all degrading punishments, such as
scourging and crucifixion; the right of appeal to the emperor
after sentence by an inferior magistrate or tribunal, in any part
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of the empire; and also the right to he sent to Rome for trial be-
fore the emperor, if charged with a capital offence.

Among Public Rights belonging to Roman citizens the follow-
ing may be mentioned: (1) The right of being enrolled in the
censor’s book, called, Jus Census. (2) The right of serving in
the army, called, Jus Militiae. At first only citizens of the em-
pire were permitted to engage in military operations, to bear
arms and fight in its behalf. (3) The right to vote in the differ-
ent assemblies of the people, called, Jus Suffragii. This has al-
ways been and is to-day one of the most important functions of
citizenship, and one that should be highly prized and "sacredly -
guarded. (4) The right of bearing public offices in the state.

There were many other rights enjoyed by Roman citizens, but
I will not take the time to enumerate them: these are sufficient to
show us the value, the importance of Roman citizenship; and this
<itizenship the apostle Paul was invested with, with all the rights
and privileges which were involved in it. On one occasion he
said, “I am a citizen of no mean city,” referring to Tarsus, which
was one of the free cities of Asia Minor; but more than that, as
he tells us here, he was a citizen of the empire.

II. Attention is called to the fact that Paul was about to be
treated in a way that was forbidden by his citizenship; that was
contrary to Roman law. He had gone up to Jerusalem to attend
the feast of Pentecost. After meeting the brethren and rehears-
ing to them the wonderful things which God had wrought
through his ministry among the Gentiles, they congratulated him
upon his success, but said to him: “Thou seest, brother, how
many thousands there are among the Jews of them that have
‘believed ; and they are all zealous for the law: and they have been
informed concerning thee, that thou teachest all the Jews who
are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to cir-
cumcise their children neither to walk after the customs. What
is it therefore? they will certainly hear that thou art come. Do
therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men that have
-a vow on them ; these take, and purify thyself with them, and be
at charges for them, that they may shave their heads: and all
shall know that there is no truth in the things whereof they have
been informed concerning thee but that thou thyself walkest or-
derly, keeping the law.” It was in compliance with this request,
that Paul went into the temple to do as he was asked to do: and
while there was seen by certain Jews of Asia, i. e., the province
of Asia, who at once stirred up the multitude and laid hands on
him, crying out, “Men of Israel, help: This is the man that teach-
eth all men everywhere against the people, and the law, and this
place; and moreover he brought Greeks also into the temple and
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hath defiled this holy place.” It was like touching a match to a
powder magazine. The people were aroused. Instantly there
was a response to the call; and dragging the apostle out of the
temple they were in the act of beating him to death, when the
chief captain, learning of the tumult, rushed down with a squad
of soldiers and rescuing him, brought him into the castle. The
next day with a view of ascertaining what the trouble was, -the
real ground of complaint against the apostle, the chief captain
proposed to examine him by scourging, and issued orders to that
effect. In obedience to this order the apostle was stripped and ac-
.tually tied up. The process of examination proposed was very se-
vere. The culprit was stripped and tied in a bending posture to a
pillar, or stretched on a frame, and the punishment was inflicted
with a scourge made of leathern thongs weighted with “sharp
pieces of bone or lead, the object being to extort from the suf-
ferer a confession of his guilt or the information desired.

If the chief captain had understood the Hebrew language, and
could have followed the address of the apostle which was deliv~
ered on the steps of the palace, he would have understood what
the trouble was, without attempting to resort to this brutal meth-
od of finding out; but evidently he did not. Everything indica-
ted, however, that it was something very serious, judging from
their treatment of him, and from the intense excitement which
his words produced upon them, and hence, he was all the more:
anxious to find out. If the apostle 'was guilty of any offence a-
gainst the law, it was the duty of the chief captain to take cogni-
zance of it, and to punish him accordingly, but ifhe wasinnocent,
if he had in no way transgressed the law, it was his duty to re-
lease him. The law also provided how the guilt or innocence of
an accused person was to be ascertained; and it was the duty of
- the chief captain to have followed the course prescribed by the
law; but it is clear from the narrative that he had determined
upon another course : the prisoner is ordered to be scourged, in-
stead of calling upon those who had assaulted him to make their
charges, and to substantiate them, and then giving the apostle an
opportunity of defendmg himself.

III. Attention is directed in the text to the fact, that the apos-
tle stood up manfully for his rights. After they had tied him:
up, as if waiting to see just how far they would go, and just as.
the process of scourging was about to begin, he challenged their
right to proceed: he said to the centurion, who was standing by,
and who was there as the representative of the chief captain, to-
see that the scourging was properly done, and to make note of
what he confessed,—he said to this man: “Is it lawful for you to
scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned?” The law
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expressly forbade the scourging of Roman citizens; it was an in-
dignity to which no Roman citizen was to be subjected. This
was what was known as the Porcian law, and took its name from
Porcius, the Tribune through whose influence its adoption was
- secured. And this is the law to which the apostle here appeals,
whose protection he invokes. Paul, as a Roman citizen, not only
knew what his rights were, but he stood up for his rights. He
insists here upon being treated, as he was entitled to be treated, as
a citizen of the empire. They are about to scourge him, contrary
to law, and he says to them, Stop; you have no right to treat me
in this way, intimating and they evidently understood it, that if
they did not desist, they would hear from him; he would bring the
matter to the attention of the emperor.

This is not the only place where Paul falls back upon his rights
as a Roman citizen. He did the same thing a little later on. He
was removed from Jerusalem to Caesarea, as you will remember,
where he remained a prisoner for two years. During that time
he was frequently placed on trial before various officials,—before
Felix, before Festus, before Agrippa. It was during one of
these hearings, that Festus the governor, in order to curry favor
with the Jews, intimated that he might be sent back to Jerusalem
to be tried: and doubtless this was his intention, having entered
into a secret arrangement with the enemies of the apostle, who
had resolved to kill him at the first opportunity. This they felt
that they would have a better chance of doing if they could only
induce the governor to return him to Jerusalem. The apostle, of
course, knew all this; he knew how intenselv they hated him, and
what their plans and purposes were, and he was determined not
to be entrapped in this way. The record is: “Paul said in his de-
fence, *Necither against the law of the Jews, nor against the tem-
ple, nor against Caesar have I sinned at all.” But Festus, desir-
ing to gain favor with the Jews, answered Paul and said, ‘Wilt
thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things be-
fore me? But Paul said, ‘I am standing before Caesar’s
judgment-seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I
done no wrong, as thou also very well knowest. If then I am a
wrong doer, and have committed anything worthy of death, I
refuse not to die; but if none of these things is true whereof these
accuse me, no man can give me up to them. I appeal unto Cae-
sar.' .Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, an-
swered, “Thou hast appealeds unto Caesar, unto Caesar thou shalt

0. "
One of the great privileges of a Roman citizen was the right of
appeal ; the right of being heard directly by the emperor, of taking
his case out of the hands of all inferior judicatories. up to the
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highest : and this is the right which the apostle here avails himself
of. It was the only thing that saved him from being turned over
by a corrupt official into the hands of his enemies; and it forcibly
illustrates the importance of citizenship. Had he not been a Ro-
man citizen clothed with the sacred right of appeal he would have
been basely sacrificed to the malice of his enemies; or, though he
had been a Roman citizen, if he had cowardly surrendered his
right, if he had failed to exercise it, he would have equally per-
ished ; but the dpostle stood upon his right, and so succeeded in
thwarting the purposes of his enemies.

IV. Attention is directed in the text to the fact, that those who
were about to scourge this man, were restrained by the knowledge
of the fact that he was a Roman citizen. The moment they be-
came aware of this fact; at the mere mention of that sacred name,
citizen, everything came to a stand still ; the uplifted hand, ready
to smite, is arrested, and we find the centurion running off, in
great excitement in search of the chief captain, and saying to
him, “What are you about? Do you know that this man is a Ro-
man:” and we see the chief captain coming in great haste and say-
ing to the apostle, “What? can it be possible! Are you really a
Roman?” “Yes,” said the apostle, “I am; and my father before
me was.” The chief captain is astonished ; yea, more, fear takes
hold of him; he becomes suddenly alarmed.

There are two things in this incident that are worthy of note:
first, this indignity that was offered to the apostle was through.
ignorance. It was not known that he was a Roman citizen. The
law was violated, but it was not purposely done. It was not the
intention of the chief captain to ignore the rights involved in cit-
izenship ; for he himself was a Roman citizen, and was interested
in maintaining those rights. And, second, to trample upon the
rights of a Roman citizen was a very grave offense, a very serious
matter; and it became a serious matter because hack of this cit-
izenship was the whole power of the empire. These rights were
carefully guarded, were rigidly enforced, so that the term, Roman
citizen, was everywhere respected. No one could infringe those
rights with impunity: hence you will notice what is said here,
“The chief captain was afraid when he knew that he was a Ro-
man because he had bound him.” He recognized at once the
gravity of the offense. That was old pagan Rome; but under
its rule citizenship meant something; it was a sacred thmg back
of it stood the strong arm of the Government to give efficacy,
power to it. This man was afraid when he realized what he ha
done; and that is the feeling which outraged citizenship ought
everywhere to inspire. It ought to mean something; and there
ought to be power somewhere to enforce its meaning.
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But it is not of Roman citizenship that I desire to speak at this
time, but rather of American citizenship, and of that citizenship
as it pertains to ourselves. In the providence of God we are cit-
izens of this great Republic. The Fourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution declares: “All persons born or naturalized in the U-
nited States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens

of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.” Un- .

der this provision of the Constitution we are all citizens; and we
have earned the right to be citizens. We have lived here as long
as any other class in the Republic; we have worked as hard as
any other class to develop the country; and we have fought as
bravely as any other class in the defense of the Republic. If
length of residence, if unstinted toil, if great sacrifices of blood,
if the laying of one’s self on the country’s altar in the hour of per-
il, of danger, give any claim to ciizenship, then our claim is be-
yond disputge; for all these things are true of us.

We are citizens of this great Republic: and citizenship is a sa-
cred thing: I hope we realize it. It is a thing to be prized; to be
highly esteemed. It has come to us after 250 years of slavery,
of unrequited toil; it has come to us after a sanguinary conflict,
in which billions of treasure and rivers of blood were poured out;
it has come to us as a boon from the nation at a time when it had
reached its loftiest moral development; when its moral sense was
quickened as it had never been before, and when it stood as it had
never stood before upon the great principles enunciated in the
Declaration of Independence, not as glittering generalities, but
as great realities: it was at that sublime period in our history,
when the national conscience was at work; when the men who
were in charge of affairs were men who stood for righteousness;
when the great issues before the country were moral issues, issues
involving human rights,—that the nation saw fit to abolish slavery

and to decree the citizenship of all men, black and white alike. -

When we think of what this citizenship has cost, in blood and
treasure; of the noble men through whose influence it was
brought about; and of the fact that it came to us from the Na-
tion when it was at its best, when it was living up to its highest
light, and to its noblest conceptions of right and duty,—we ought
to prize it, to set a high value upon it.

And we ought to show our appreciation of it: (1). By being
good citizens; by doing everything in our power to develop our-
selves along right lines, intellectually, morally, spiritually, and
also materially : and to do everything in our power to promote the
general good; everything that will help to make for municipal,
state, and national righteousness. We are to remember that we
are part of a great whole, and that the whole will be affected by
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our conduct, either for good or bad. If we live right, if we fear
God and keep his commandments, and train our children to do the
same, we ennoble our citizenship; we become a part of the great
conservative force of society, a positive blessing to the commun-
ity, the state, the nation. It is especially important for us, in
view of the strong prejudice against us, the disposition to view us
with a critical eye, to hold up and magnify our short-comings,
that we be particularly concerned to be constantly manifesting,
evidencing our good citizenship by allying ourselves only with
the things that are true, and just, and pure, and lovely, and of
good report. We ought not to lose sight of the fact that the
strongest fight that is being made against us to-day is by those
who are doing most to discredit us, to array public sentiment a-
gainst us,—those who are parading our short-comings and imper-
fections, who are giving the greatest publicity, the widest circula:
tion  to them. There are persons in this country, who are
determined, and who never lose an opportunity to blacken our
good name. Dr. DuBois, in that splendid document of his, “Cre-
do,” said among other things, “I believe in the Devil and his an-
gels, who wantonly work to narrow the opportunity of struggling
human beings, especially if they be black; who spit in the faces
of the fallen, strike themthat cannot strike again,believe the worst
and work to prove it, hating the image which their Maker
stamped on a brother’s soul.” And this is one of the conditions
that confront us in this country, and that we must not lose sight
of. The fact that there is this determination on the part of our ene-
mies to prove that we are utterly unworthy of this great boon of
citizenship, should have the effect of creating within us a counter
determination to show that we are worthy,—to do our level best
in every sphere of life. Now I do not mean by this to say that
we are not proving ourselves to be good citizens; for we are: a
great many of us are; but I have called attention to it because
I feel that it ought to be emphasized; that we need to feel more
keenly and more widely than is felt, the meaning of this great
boon and the demand which it makes upon us. It is a challenge
to every man to live a straightforward, upright, worthy life.
And what is needed is, not only that we, who have had exception-
al opportunities, should feel this way, but that the great mass of
our people should be educated to feel the same, to be animated by
the same spirit. And we are to be their educators; it is through
us that this spirit is to descend upon them, and take possession of
them. If this citizenship means anything, it means that we
should be concerned about everything which makes for law
for order, for good government, for individual, municipal, state,
and national purity and righteousness; it means that each one of
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us ought to be a living example of the best type of what a citizen
ought to be.

But this is not all: if we value our citizenship we will not only
seek to make the most of ourselves, to live on the highest plane
but we will also stand up manfully for our rights under that citi-

zenship. I have no patience with those who preach civil and po-
litical self-effacement. I never have believed in that pernicious
doctrine, and never will. When you have effaced a man, civilly
and politically, in a government like our own, what is he? What
does he amount to? Who cares for him? What rights has he
which any other class is bound to respect? He is a mere nonenti-
ty, entitled to no consideration, and with no refuge to which he
can fly in the hour of his need. To be civilly and politically ef-
faced is to be civilly and politically dead; and to be civilly and
politically dead is to be at the mercy of any and every political
party or organization, and to be under the iron heel of the worst
elements in the community without any means of redress.

We are citizens of this Republic: and I want to direct attention
to this fact for a moment; and I am glad of the opportunity ot
doing it at this time, when we are in the midst of celebrating the
inauguration of our President. I thank God for the man at the
White House; for his courage; for his high sense of righteous-
ness ; for the many splendid things which he has said ; and for the
noble stand which he has taken on human rights; on equality of
opportunity ; on the open door for every man in the Republic ir-
respective of race or color. I rejoice in the fact that we have
such a President. I commend him heartily for what he has done.
I hope he will do more; I hope there are yet larger things in store
for this race through him. But whether he does more or not;
or whatever may be his future policy, or the future policy of the
leaders of either of the great political parties, or the rank and file
of those parties, it cannot, it will not affect in the least, our atti-
tude in regard to our rights under the Constitution. We are cit-
izens, clothed with citizenship rights; and, there is no thought or
intention on our part of ever surrendering a single one of them.
Whatever others may think of it, or desire in regard to it, we do
not propose to retreat a single inch, to give up for one moment
the struggle. I say, we and in this, I believe I speak for those
who represent the sentiment that is taking more and more firmly
hold of the heart of this race. I belong to what may be calied
the radical wing of the race, on the race question: I do nnt be-
lieve in compromises; in surrendering, or acquiescing. even fem-
porarily, in the deprivation of a single right, out of deference to
an unrighteous public sentiment. I believe with Lowell,
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“They enslave their children’s children,

Who make compromise with sin.”
And this, I believe at heart, is the sentiment of the race; at least,
it is the sentiment of some of us. There is where we have
taken our stand and there is where we propose to stand
to the end. What belongs to us as citizens we want; and
we are not going to be satisfied with anything less. We are in
this country, and we are here to stay. There is no prospect of
our ever leaving it. This is our home, as it has been the home of
our ancestors for generations, and will be the home of our chil-
dren, and of our children’s children, for all time. It is of the
greatest importance to us, therefore, that our status in it, as it is
permanently fixed, should be, not that of a proscribed class, but
that of full citizenship with every right, civil and political, accord-
ed to us that is accorded to other citizens of the Republic. This is-
the thing that we are to insist upon ; this is the evil against which
we are to guard.

What our enemies are seeking to effect is to make this a white
man’s government; to fix permanently our status in it, as one of
civil and political inferiority. The issue is sharply drawn; and
it is for us to say whether we will be thus reduced, whether such
shall be our permanent status or not. One thing we may be as-
sured of: such will surely be our fate unless we clearly compre-
hend the issue, and set ourselves earnestly to work to counteract
the movement, by resisting in every legitimate way its consumma-
tion, and by using our influence to create a counter public senti~
ment.

What are some of these citizenship rights for which we should
earnestly contend?

(1) The right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. In one section of this country, at least, and
the area is growing, and is fast including others, the life of a Ne-
gro isn’t worth as much as that of a dog. He may be shot down,
murdered, strung up to a tree, burnt to death, by any white ruf-
fian, or band of lawbreakers and murderers with impunity. The
color of his skin gives any white man liberty to maltreat him, to
trample upon him. He has no rights which white men are bound
to respect. If he goes to law, there is no redress; his appeals a-
vail nothing with judge and jury. That is a condition of things
that we ought not to rest satisfied under. As long as the life of
a black man is not just as sacred as that of a white man, in every
section of the Republic; as long as wrongs perpetrated upon him
are treated with greater leniency than wrongs perpetrated upon
white men, his status is not the same as that of the white man;
and as long as it is not the same an injustice is done him, which
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he ought to resist; against which he ought to protest, and con-
tinue to protest.

(2) Another citizenship right is that of receiving
equal accommodations on all common carriers and in all hos-
telries; on railroads, steamboats, in hotels, restaurants, and in all
public places. When*we travel, whatever we are able to pay for
we are entitled to, just as other citizens are. To-day this is
largely denied us. The hotels are not open to us; the restaurants
are not open to us, even the little ten cent lunch counters, in
this the capital city of the nation, are not open to us: we are shut
out from all such places, and shut out because of the color of our
skin. If we attempt to travel, and turn our faces southward, we
must ride in Jim Crow cars; we must be segregated, shut up in a
little compartment by ourselves. The privilege which we once
enjoyed without stint of taking a sleeper or Pullman car, even
that now is being taken from us. One state has even gone so far
as to make it unlawful to sell a ticket to a person of color on a
sleeper. That is the state of Georgia; a State that has in it At-
lanta University, and Clark University, and the Atlanta Baptist
College, and Spelman Seminary, and the Gammon Theological
Seminary, and Haines Institute, and many other schools of learn-
ing; a State that has within its borders some of the very best type
of Negroes in this country. The meaning of all this, don’t let us
misunderstand: it is a part of the general policy, which is being
vigorously pushed by our enemies, to fix our status as one of in-
feriority, by shutting us out from certain privileges. The whole
thing is wrong. Such invidious distinctions ought not to be
permitted in a republic. It is inconsistent with citizenship. Ev-
erything ought to be open to all citizens alike :—railroad cars,
hotels, restaurants, steamboats, the schools and colleges of the
land : our public schools ought to be open to all the children alike.
There ought not be separate schools for the whites, and separate
schools for blacks: all the children of the Republic ought to be
educated together ; and sooner or later it is bound to come to that.
Some one has said, “It isn’t so much the Jim Crow car, as it is the
Jim Crow Negro in the car.” The fallacy of this statement, and
its attempted mitigation or justification of the Jim Crow car, lies
in the fact that the Jim Crow car has nothing whatever to do with
the Jim Crow Negro. It was not instituted for him, but for all
Negroes, whether Jim Crow or not: in fact, it was designed, par-
ticularly, not for the Jim Crow Negro, but for the intelligent,
progressive, self-respecting Negro. If there are Jim Crow Ne-
groes among us we owe them a duty; we ought to seek to im-
prove them, to lift them to higher levels; but while we are do-
ing this, don’t let us forget that there is a Jim Crow car, and
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what it stands for. It stands for a hostile public sentiment; it is
a part of a concerted plan which seeks to degrade us, to rob us of
our rights, to deprive us of privileges enjoyed by other citizens,
because of the. color of our skin. If there were no Jim Crow Ne-
groes, we would have the Jim Crow car all the same, We
should fight the Jim Crow cars, therefore, not only because of the
personal discomfort to which we are subjected in travelling, but
also because of the general system of which it is a part,—a sys-
tem which seeks to establish a double citizenship in the Repub-
lic, based upon race and color ; the one superior to the other., and
carrying with it privileges which are denied to the other. :

(3) Another citizenship right is that of serving in the Army
and Navy ; the right to take up arms and to fight in behalf of the
country. This is our right, and we have exercised it, and are
still exercising it. We have fought in all the wars of the Repub-
lic; and are represented to-day in both Army and Navy. We
have made a glorious record for ourselves in this respect. There
is no better soldier in the Army of the Republic, than the black
soldier. This right has not been denied us, but let us, neverthe-
less, keep our eyes on it. There are some things even here that
need to be looked into. It has been many years since we have
have had a representative in the great Naval or Military schoal of
the country; and there have been some rumors about limiting the
aspirations .of Negroes in the Army, of not permitting them.
to advance beyond a certain point. If there is such a thought.or
intention on the part of those in authority, it must be- resisted.
The Negro must be free—in the Army, in the Navy,—in every
part of the Army and Navy,--as other citizens are free; to advance
according to his merit. His color must not be allowed to operate
against him.

(4) Another citizen right is that of suffrage, the right of the
ballot ; the right to have part in the government ; to say who shall
make the laws and who shall execute them; and what the laws
shall be; the right to have an opinion, and to have that opinion
counted in determining what shall be and what shall not be. This
is one of the greatest of rights. In a republic citizenshipmeans very
little without it. It is this which marks the difference between a
representative government, a government of the people, by the
people, and for the people, and a despotism, an absolute monarchy.
The glory of the age in which we live is the triumph of democra-
cy; and what is the triumph of democracy but the right of the
people to say who shall rule; and how is the will of the people ex-
pressed? Through the ballot; at the polls. The ballot therefore
is the symbol of the sovereignty of the people. If we are to be
sovereign citizens of the Republic therefore, this right to vote



eationm

A0 oo v B Ve

~ -
= T

‘he
av.
ra-
the

2x-
ore

be
ote

THE NEGRO AND HIS CITIZENSHIP. 83

must be preserved. The old despotic idea of government was,
that some people were born to rule, and that others were born to
be ruled; and the idea that exists in the minds of some people in
this country, in democratic America, in face of the affirmation of
the Declaration of Independence, that all men are born free and
equal, is that in this country, there are some people who are born
to rule, and others who are born to be ruled; and that the people
who are born to rule are the whites, and those who are born to be
ruled are theblacks :hence the effort that is beingmade to divestus
of this symbol of sovereignty,---the ballot. Let us not-be deceived;
let us give no heed to any teaching, never mind from what source
it may come, which seeks to minimize the importance of the bal-
lot. What difference does it make whether we vote or not? I
have heard some weak-kneed, time-serving representatives of our
own race say; and the thought has been caught up by the men in
the south who have been seeking to rob us of our rights, and by
those in the North who have been plaving into their hands; and
they have said, Yes, What difference does it make? Are you not
just as well off without it? What difference does it make? It
makes all the difference in the world: the difference between a
sovereign citizen of the Republic, and one who has been stripped
of his sovereignty ; between one who has a say in what is going
on, and one who has not; between one who is ruled with his con-
sent, and one who is ruled without it. If we are just as well off
without the ballot, how is it that the white man is not just as well
off without it? And if he is unwilling to give it up, why should
he ask us to give it up? Why should we give it up? If he needs
it in order to protect himself, much more do we, for we are weak-
er than he is, and need all the more the power which comes from
the ballot. .

(5) Another citizenship right is, that of holding office, the
right to be voted for, and of being appointed to positions of honor
and trust by the executive power. This is also a right that be-
longs to us, and that we must contend for. Itis one of our
rights that is now being especially contested in the South. The Ne-
gro must not be appointed to any office, is the demand of Southern
white sentiment. I am glad that the President has not yielded
wholly to that sentiment. The fight which he made in the Crum
case was a notable one, and clearly indicated that he was not wil-
ling to shut that door of opportunity to the Negro; that he was
not willing to takethe position thata man was to bedebarred from
public office simply because of the color of his skin. That was
the right position for him to take, and the only one that was con- -
sistent with his oath of office, and his position as President of all
the people. I hope that he will continue to act upon that princi-



84 OCCASIONAL PAPERS, NO. I1.

ple; and that he will do more than he has done. There is room
for improvement in this direction. A few more appointments
of colored men in the North, as well as in the South, would be a
good thing. It ought to be done. The right of colored men to
receive appointments ought to be clearly and distinctly emphasized
by multiplying those appointments. There is nothing like an ob-
ject lesson in impressing the truth. I hope that the President
will give us many such object lessons during the next four years.

The right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness ; the right
to receive equal accommodation on railroads, steamboats, in ho-
tels, restaurants, and in all public places of amusement; the right
to be represented in the Army and Navy; the right to vote; the
right to hold office: these are some of our citizenship rights, for
which we should earnestly contend. Sometimes, we are told, that
it would be better to say less about our rights, and more about our
duties. No one feels more the importance of emphasizing our
duties than I do,—I think I have done about as much of it as any-
body,—but among the duties that I have always emphasized, and
still emphasize, is the duty of standing up squarely and uncom-
promisingly for our rights. When we are contending for the
truth; when we are resisting the encroachments of those who are
seeking to despoil us of our birth-right as citizens; when we are
keeping up the agitation for equal civil and political privileges in
this country, are we not in the line of duty? If not, where is the
line? Duties? Yes. Let us have our duties preached to us,—
line upon line, and precept upon precept, here a little and there
a little; but at the same time don’t let us forget that we have also
rights under the Constitution, and to see to it that we stand up
for them; that we resist to the very last ditch those who would
rob us of them. And in doing this, let us remember that we are
called to it by the stern voice of Duty, which is the voice of God;
and that we need not apologize for our action.

And now in conclusion but a word more and then I am done.
The fight before us is a long one. You will not live, nor will I
live to see the triumph of the principles for which we are con-
tending ; let us not become discouraged however. Things look
pretty dark at times, but it isn’'t all dark. Now and then there
are gleams of light, which indicate the coming of a better day.
There are forces working for us, as well as against us; and with
what we can do for ourselves, we need not despair.

“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the
Lord;

He is tramping out the vintage where the grapes
of wrath are stored!

He has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible
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swift sword;
His truth is marching on.

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never
call retreat;

He is sifting out the hearts of men before his
judgment seat;

O, be swift , my soul, to answer him! be jubilant,
my feet!

While God is marching on.”

Let us take courage; let us gird up our loins; let us stand at
our post ; let us be true to duty; let us hold ourselves to the high-
est; let us have nothing to do with the unfruitful works of dark-
ness; let us be temperate, industrious, thrifty; let us do with our
might what our hands find to do; let us trust in God, and do the
right: and then, whether the struggle be long or short, there can
be no doubt as to the final issue. We shall come out victorious;
we shall be accorded every right belonging to us under the Con-
stitution, and every avenue of opportunity will be opened tous,
as to other citizens of the Republic. The future is largely in our
own hands. If we allow ourselves to be permanently despoiled
of our rights; to be reduced to a position of civil and political in-
feriority, the fault will be, not “in our stars,” as Shakespeare has
expressed it, “but in ourselves.” Others can help us; others will
help us, as they have already done; but the final outcome will de-
pend mainly upon what we do for ourselves, and with ourselves.
If we are to grow in the elements that make for a strong, intelli-
gent, virtuous manhood and womanhood, we have got to see to it,
to be concerned about it; to be more deeply concerned about it
than anybody else. And so, if the agitation for equality of rights
and opportunities in this country is to be kept up, and it ought to
be kept up, we are the ones to see to it. As long as there are
wrongs to be redressed, from which we are suffering, we ought
not to be silent, ought not for our sake as well as for the sake of
the nation at large. Whatever can be done to develop ourselves;
whatever can be done to create a healthy and righteous public
sentiment in our behalf; whatever can be done to check the en-
croachments of our enemies upon our rights, we must do ijt,
whether others do or not. May God help us all to realize this,
and to address ourselves earnestly to the work that lies before us.

“Be strong!
We are not here to play, to dream, to drift.
We have hard work to do, and loads to lift.
Shun not the struggle; face it. "Tis God’s gift.”

FRANCIS J. GRIMKE.
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