
THE

PULPIT TREASURY.

AN EVANGELICAL MONTHLY.

Vol. I. New York, July, 1883. No. 3.

Sermons

A PRESENT INCARNATION.

By J. H. Vjncent, D.D. (Methodist Episcopal), New York.

Christ liveth in me.—Gal. ii. , 20.

God deals with man as the wise teacher with his pupils. The teacher

constantly asks: How may I reveal enough truth to excite the eager desire

of the pupil to know; and how so limit the revelation that the pupil's own

powers of investigation may be employed ?

It is this very problem that the teacher of man as a spiritual being—be

longing to an invisible world—must solve. How bring spiritual things into

the limitations of the material, that men with eyes may see just enough to

incite them to examine with closed eyes the deeper verities of religion ? How

reveal enough truth to the senses to awaken man's interior powers to behold

the unseen, feel the intangible, and to know the world forever to mere sense

unknowable.

That man Jesus, the great teacher, the divine teacher, was, in His incar

nate life, a manifestation, an epiphany of God, and of the elements in man

which make it possible for him to be God-like and subject to the divine.

Jesus Christ came into the flesh to call attention of men in the flesh to that

vast world outside of the world of vision and touch and taste; a world of

invisible energies; a world that was before the world of sense; a world

deeper, vaster, worthier than the world of sense; a world with wider outlooks,

more comprehensive wisdoms, mightier potencies, and more resplendent

glories than the world of sense; a world that, as it was before, will be after



Helps in Pastoral Work.

ton, the Dean of the School, though

recognized among the authorities in mat

ters of New Testament Revision, is prin

cipally known as the Author of a Unique

System of Text Books and Appliances for

teaching New Testament Greek by corres

pondence.

The Chautauqua School of Theol

ogy assures students that a thorough

mastery of subjects studied will be re

quired, and that the examinations will be

conducted in such methods as to secure a

real and accurate test of the student's

knowledge.

The Officers, Department Deans and

Special Course Deans, are as follows:

President, John H. Vincent, D.D., N. Y.

Dean and General Secretary, Alfred A.

Wright, A.M., Boston, Mass.

DEPARTMENT DEANS.

Hebrew, W. It. Harper, Ph.D., Chicago.

Greek, Alfred A. Wright, A.M., Boston.

Doctrinal Theology, Alfred A. Wright,

A.M., Boston.

Historical Theology, Philip Schaff, D.D.,

New York.

Practical Theology, Luther T. Town-

send, D.D., Boston.

Christian Science and Theology, Luther

T. Townsend, D.D., Boston.

Human Nature, Lyman Abbott, D.D.,

New York.

Literature and Art, W. C. Wilkinson,

D.D., Tarrytown, N. Y.

SPECIAL COURSES.

The Relation Between Body and Soul,

Prof. James S. Jewell, M.D., Chicago.

Elocution, Prof. J. W. Churchill, A.M.,

Andover.

Industrial Economy and Trade, The

School Officers.

Jurisprudence, Judge Edmund L. Ben

nett, LL.D., Boston.

The new Curriculum of the School,

40 pp., containing full information, will

be sent to any applicant on receipt of one

stamp.

Address the Dean, Rev. Alfred A.

Wright, A.M., Boston, Mass.
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Preaching to the Children.

By John Hall, D.D., New York.

It is to be lamented that the children

of the members of many of our churches

are not trained as they ought to be to at

tend the regular services. Various expe

dients have been suggested to remedy

this evil. Some ministers have attempted

to secure their attendance by taking five

or ten minutes at the commencement of

the sermon to address the children, and

then going on and speaking to the older.

It seems to me that there are grave objec

tions to this plan. If I were a child and

had listened five or ten minutes to my

share, I should feel under no obligation

to listen any further. It is better for

clergymen to shape their sermons through

out with reference to children, putting in

something adapted to them. It is better

to preach in such a way that the average

intelligent child will comprehend a great

deal said to the people. I can very well

understand how a man may announce his

subject in such a way that, from the be

ginning, the children conclude that there

is nothing for them, and that they may

just as well go to sleep. As when a man

reads that be is about " to present utilita

rianism as examined from a physical

standpoint," or when he announces as a

subject for the evening, " Solomon as a

psychological study." The children

would be very much different from the

children of my time, if they did give

their close attention to a service started

in that particular fashion.

We ministers cannot be too simple. As

a general rule, we find that what most in

terests young people also interests a very

large number of older people. We escape

the risk of being over the heads of a con

siderable proportion of our hearers. I re

call a person in Dublin, Ireland, not a

member of the church to which I was at

tached, who had fallen into the way of

attending with great regularity, coming
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a long distance and with needless waste

of time. I knew that there was a faith

ful brother clergyman in the same street.

I took the liberty to ask her to attend up

on his church. She acted upon my ad

vice for a few Sabbaths. To my surprise

I saw her back again. I took the first

opportunity to ask, " Did you act upon

that suggestion I made?" "Yes," said

she. "On last Lord's day he preached a

sermon, well prepared, to which he had

given a great deal of attention, upon the

distinction between sublapsarian and sup-

ralapsarian. I do not know whether I

am a sublapsarian or a supralapsarian."

I declare to you that I do not wonder

that children do not like to attend such a

service.

Is it a Pastor's Duty to Visit ?

B* Rev. C. H. Spubgeon, London.

I don't know about going from house

to house visiting. Some put it down as

a duty for all Christian ministers to visit

—to be always visiting. I am not allud

ing to any brother, but I have not ob

served any thing miraculously good about

the preaching of brethren who spend their

time in that particular department.

Either the brother wears out altogether,

or else you hear that he has preached a

sermon a third time within two years,

which is rather a close shave. But what

could he do otherwise ? Rev. Mr. Bin-

ney was once requested to visit more, and

he gave notice at once that he intended

to visit all the week. He very discreetly

chose his times. To gentlemen in the

city he dropped in about twelve or one,

when they were in the thick of business ;

to sisters at home with many children he

called about the time when they were

putting the children to bed. When next

Sunday morning came, he said that as hia

time was occupied in visiting, they could

not, of course, expect any sermon, so they

would be dismissed after prayer. In the

evening, I believe, he said that during the

afternoon he had been looking up an old

sermon preached several years ago, and

he would give them that, as it was all he

had to give them. The deacons con

cluded that it was better that he should

preach.

With all the force of my being I do

say, whatever you do not do, keep your

preaching up to the mark. You can do

much better by a thoroughly good sermon

than by a dropping in here and there and

taking a little chit-chat. By all means

keep the sermons up. The pulpit is the

very Thermopylae of this war. Hold the

pulpit ! There is a visitation in the pul

pit of a wonderful kind, that comes right

home to people's wants and necessities,

and makes them think the minister has

been in our hearts, if not in our homes ;

he knows all about us. That is what I

mean by getting on with our people. We

have wrought in their hearts with a mes

sage that God has sent down from heaven.

In an hotel the people generally come

down to the table d'hdte ; but you notice

that there is always a certain number of

dinners sent upstairs to persons who are

ill, or too stuck up to join the table.

Now, there are to be found in all congre

gations a number of crotchety people, who

don't like the table d'hdte. They need

something more than the sermon. I

would send these a dinner, and send it

up hot, too.

•£3 Prager Jttccting 0croice

Who is Responsible for the Interest meeting for prayer should therefore be

of the Prayer Meeting ? deeply interesting to every member. But

The prayer meeting is of primary im- it is not always so, and it should be re-

portance to every Church. It guages its membered that those who attend the

spiritual temperature. It gives to the meetings are responsible for its interest.

Church its life force and its power of If they are cold and disinterested in

leading souls to Jesus. The weekly the work of God and the Church, it is
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