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‘I. LITERARY.

DR. LATIMER AS KNOWN BY UNION SEMINARY
STUDENTS.
Proressor T. C. JOHNSON.

Our Seminary has sustained a great loss in the death of
Dr. James Fair Latimer. His long illness terminated mortally
March 31st. This fact will have ceased to be news to the gen-
eral public long before this page reaches the reader’s eye.
And our religious weeklies, as well as daily papers, will have
given accounts of the important events in Dr. Latimer’s life, as
well as various characterizations of him.

Accordingly, we confine ourselves to what we saw in the man,
a8 a teacher, as a preacher, as a friend of students, as a mem-
ber of the community, in his family, and as a man with a life
to live for God and man.

In what we shall say of him regarded in these several par-
ticulars, we shall try to avoid exaggeration of Dr. Latimer’s
excellences on the one hand, and failure of appreciation on
the other. We shall speak as far as possible, not simply out
of the experience of one student, but of many, and those not of
any oue class, but of five or six classes.

1. As a teacher Dr. Latimer was remarkable for power to en-
thuse the student with love to the branch of study which he
taught, for sympathetic adaptability to the individual student’s
standing-point and ready appreciation of the student’s difficul-
ties, for both breadth and depth of acquaintance with the sub-
jects which he treated, for the confidence which he inspired in
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having his church do too much for missions. The more they
do for others, the more they will have for themselves. It is
the divine law of the Gospel. A missionary pastor will always
have a spiritually-minded and prosperous church. This is not
empty declamation. Itis a mighty truth, and would that it
might burn its way into every pastor’s soul! Yea, the very
life of a church depends upon what it does to give the Gospe]
to the world ; and Bishop Thoburn was right when he said that
God would sweep away the church from the earth if missions
were deliberately abandoned.
. Dr. Arthur Pierson narrates a fable which he says he met
with somewhere, that when God first made the birds He made
them without wings. * With gorgeous plumage and sweet
voices endowed, they could shine and sing, but could not soar.
Then He made wings and bade the birds go take up these bur-
dens and bear them. At first they seemed a heavy load, but as
they bore them upon their shoulders and folded them over their
hearts, lo! they grew fast—the burdens became pinions, and
that which once they bore, now bore them up toward heaven.”
The fable is a sermon. It has a divine secret in its heart. The
church is a wingless bird, until at the beck of God, it lifts the
burdens of service which He imposes ; and, lo! our service be-
comes our pinions to bear us up to God.

The missionary pastor, who labors “at home,” will not be
without some sheaves from the far-off lands across the sea ; but
he will also find that his ministry has multiplied manifold in
sweetness and power to the flock under his own hand, whose
duties he has thus turned to delights.

Noryolk, Va. ) JAMES J. VANCE.

INTER-SEMINARY MISSIONARY ALLIANCE.

ONCE every year the different Seminaries of the Evangelical
Churches in the United States hold a convention, which is
called Z%e Inter-Seminary Missionary Alliance. The last con-
vention was held in Nashville, Tenn. It was there determined
to make the effort to have an Alliance Day in every seminary
some time during the year. Such a day was held in Union
Seminary, Va., March 11, ’92. The papers read and discussed
were of a high order of excellence. Space forbids our giving
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more than a meagre outline of the subjects treated. First on
the program was a paper entitled—

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.
By CAMERON JOHNSON.

TaxING as a starting point the yéar 1793, in which the first
Protestant foreign missionary of England sailed for a foreign
field. It was William Carey, and we note that—

1. He was the first man to arouse the Church to a sense of
her duty in modern missions.

2. That he preached the first foreign missionary sermon in
the history of modern missions, from Isa. liv. 2, 3: “ Expect
great things from God ; Attempt great things for God.”

8. He projected the formation of the ﬁrst Foreign Mission-
ary Society.

4. Helaid the foundation-stone of modern missionary litera-
ture when he published his * Inquiry.”

5. That he was himself the first foreign missionary, pro-
perly so-called, of modem mlssmns—the father of modern
missions.

Such the beginning, and the century since has been one un-
precedented in all the history of previous Christianity. In
1858, the annus mirabilis of the century, in less than twelve
months doors of access opened to from thirty to forty millions
in Japan ; three hundred to four hundred millions in China;
two hundred and fifty to three hundred millions more in India
(besides the entrance effected by Elisabeth Sale into the Zena-
nas for woman’s work) ; from two hundred and fifty to three
hundred millions more in Africa—besides the hosts of Papal
Europe and Central America. Each land to-day has its mis-
sionary hero, and heroine. The closed door of a century ago
is the exception of to-day.

A new departure in missionary giving: A. B. C. F. M., the
parent missionary society of America, making its goal for an-
nual receipts a million of dollars, and other societies following
close in its train. A new departure in the number of societies
and men in field : total of nearly three hundred societies with
five thousand nine hundred and ninety-four missionaries. New
. departure in missionary literature, exceeded by the literature
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of no other one subject. Missionary books published as fast,
or faster, than one can read them. New departure in individ-
ual giving: David Paton, Sarah Hosmer, Mr. Hamilton and
others. This is no resting time; forces of evil are at work,
and the world far from being evangelized. Japan, the marvel
of missions, with forty millions of people, and not forty thou-
sand native Christians. The whole human family consisting
of a billion and a half individuals, and three-fifths of them
still below the line of human condition. “ To the work! To
the work ” !'!

The second paper was by Mr. Kemper Bocock :

CITY EVANGELIZATION.

THE first step is to gain the confidence of the people by help-
ing them to what they are most conscious of needing, viz. :
what will supply their natural wants—bodily, mental and
social. The poor of the city suffer physical want from the
cradle up. The children are the most numerous, the most
plastic, and the most influential element, if we look ahead.
The Aome is their ordinary environment, and its uses should
be emphasized with refinement and ownership, if possible.
Encourage building and loan associations, by which working-
men can gradually become house-owners. In large cities,
supplement them with tenement-house-reform associations of
Christian landlords.

‘While the children are growing up, they can be brought to
recognize the benificence of Christianity by means of day nur-
series, where mothers who have to work can leave them all day
for a slight fee. Summer excursions to the country, kinder-
gartens, and, industrial schools, all tend to produce grateful
recognition of the source of such philanthropy, and directly as
the Church identifies itself with these activities, will those who
enjoy them associate them with the Church.

When the children have grown up, they, including also the
grown-up children of to-day, continue to feel social wants.
They seek the liquor saloon and the low dance house, because
Christian people have not done their duty in supplying posi-
tive and attractive substitutes for these social resorts. There
should be plenty of young men’s and young women’s clubs,
cheap but well-ordered restaurants, sitting rooms, smoking
rooms, music rooms, reading rooms, lyceums, etc. At first
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blush, it seems as if rich churches were necessary for these
things. But that supposition misses the point. The point is,
don’t do these things for the people, so much as make them do
these things for themselves. Personal work, organizing them,
inspiring them, making them feel that they have in you a
friend whom they can trust and follow, and who seeks only
their best interest, is the key note. 'What is needed is not a
golden church, but a golden man, a human temple of God, a
living epistle. People will not merely go to church for such a
man, they will ficht for him if necessary, and no place is so
bad or so low that he need fear to go there. Fear is fatal. The
city missionary must say with Bismarck, “ We fear God and
nothing else in this world.”

After reclaiming the fallen, the problem is to keep them re-
claimed. Experience in New York and other cities teaches
that the best way is to set them to reclaiming others. Thus
they forget themselves, and keep alive the principle of active
opposition to their former sin, which will help them to resist
temptation. They must live, however, somehow, and they
will not be kept from temptation unless they can make a clean,
honest living. Hence the necessity for employment bureaus
under Christian management, and in general, for following in
city mission work, the order of foreign medical missions : re-
lieve physical wants first, and you will have prepared the soil
for spiritual seed.

After devotional exercises, Rev. H. G. Underwood, of Seoul,
Korea, gave a stirring address upon—

“THE PROGRESS OF MISSIONS IN KOREA.”

The question is, “Shall Rome or Christ have Korea”? If
the Protestant church does not avail herself of her opportunity,
Korea will become a Roman Catholic land, and the light of the
Gospel will be forever shut out. Heathenism is darkness ; Ro-
manism self-blindness. The success which attended our labors
proved that it was God’s doing and not ours. The first convert,
baptized July 11, 1886, came through God’s providence, and in
answer to much prayer. The man had gotten hold of a Chinese
book about foreign nations, directed especially against the mis-
sionaries. It stated that all foreigners were Christians, and
that the missionaries’ book taught men to despise their kings,
children to put away their parents, &c., &c.—a vile religion of
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a vile people. But he looked round upon the foreigners there,
and thought they did not tally with the description. So he
determined to look into it for himself. It may have been as
much as his life was worth. He hung around for weeks, but
would not enter our house. At last he watched his chance and
slipped two little books—translations of Matthew and John—
up his sleeve. He sat up all night reading them, and next day
came back, his face beaming, and returned the books, asking
to have them explained. We never asked him to join the
church or be baptized, but just told him what Christ had done
for him. After some weeks he came one day and said, “ought
to be baptized.” The Korean language is rather indefinite, so
we asked him what he meant, and he said plainly, “I ought to
be baptized.” In Japan six years had passed before one con-
vert was made, and here we had one communicant intwo years!
In the winter of 1886 the missionaries in Seoul met and spenta
whole night in prayer for twenty souls during the coming year.
And before the close of the year there was anorganized church
of twenty-three members among the Presbyterians alone !

But notice that the country was oppened in 1882. God by
His Providence was calling for laborers. Rijintei, a Korean
converted in Japan, was sending letter after letter, begging for
missionaries to preach the Gospel to his brethren in Korea.
All through 1883 the cry rang, and not a man to go! All
through 1884 the cry was ringing for laborers, while those who
professed to love Him said, “I go”—but staid at home! Such
a thing had never happened in the history of missions. What!
the Church standing back and refusing to send men to the
mission field where the first convert is won in two years! The
first medical missionary entered in 1884 ; the first clerical in
1885 ; organized in the fall of 1887 with 23 members; in 1888,
100 baptized converts. Calls have come to us fromall over the
country. Away up on the border in a little village, where no
missionary had ever been seen, the people set apart one day in
five to meet and read a copy of the Gospels that had fallen into
their hands. After awhile they sent one of their number to
Seoul, saying, “ You must go to the capital and bring down a
foreigner to tell us what these things mean.” He started out
on his thirty days’ tramp, over the snow-clad mountains, in
danger from wild beasts and robbers, and at last footsore and
weary dragged himself into our compound and asked for a
teacher to go back with him. With tears in our eyes we had



316 THE UNION SEMINARY MAGAZINE.

to tell him that not one could be spared. Men hungering and
thirsting for the Bread of Life, and unable to give it to them!
Many and many a time we have had to say “No” to these calls
from different parts of the country. In one of our tours we
reach Wiju, away up in the North on the Yalou River. A col-
porteur had been distributing books and tracts, but we did not
expect to find any prepared to take a stand for Jesus. Yet, as
we entered the inn we found every square inch of space in one
room taken up by Koreans sitting on the floor. “Who are all
these,” I asked, and the answer came, “Applicants for bap-
tism.” Hardly had these left when the room was filled with
women who wanted to talk with my wife about baptism. Early
next morning the room was filled again—‘“applicants for bap-
tism.” We spent the whole time of our stay there in trying to
teach these eager inquirers the love of God and about His Son
Jesus Christ. We returned to the capital earnestly desiring to
come back and enter this wonderful open door. But we found
it impossible to return for at least three or four years. No
missionary to visit these people. Men and women dying for
lack of the “Eternal Bread "—asking and beseeching that the
Bread of Life be broken unto them. Brethren in the Lord what
will you do about it? What God has done in Korea stands
before us, and the question we must answer is, “ What are you
going to do about it ”? If our knowledge now does not result
in some definite action, then 'twere better for us never to have
heard of Korea.

Mr. Theron H. Rice followed with—
THE NEW PASTOR IN TOWN AND COUNTRY.

I. THE Pastor is a Fact. Is he a legitimate Fact ?

Certain unbalanced advocates of aggressive Foreign Mis-
sion Work, seem to hold that he is not. They raise the cry,
“ Every man to the front ”!

1. Conservative Missionary enthusiasts answer, ‘“ The Pas-
tor is not only a fact, but a highly helpful and necessary
fact.”

2. Moreover, common sense and reason demand his exist-
ence as necessary to the sustenance and growth of the Home
Church—the base of operations for the Foreign Work.

8. Finally, the Scriptures endorse the Pastor as a permanent
factor in the Church Work.
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(a). Paul ordained Pastors over the churches.

(b). The Canon gives space to three books devoted to the
instruction of Pastors.

(c). Paul's words are explicit in Eph. iv. 8-16.

The Pastor, therefore, has a right to be.

I1. The Pastor under discussion is a new Pastor. Not a re-
cent arrival, not an inexperienced Seminary graduate, but a
Pastor suited to these new times, abreast of this new era, the
modern Pastor. The functions of a true Pastor essentially the
same in all ages. There are differences only in the externals
or accidentals connected with the administration of these
functions : '

1. The new Pastor should be a man aglow with zeal for the
spread of Christ’s kingdom to the ends of the earth.

2. Who believes, after a careful study of the subject, that he
can do more for this object by remaining at home.

3. Who grasps the scope of Christ’s redemption-—a redemp-
tion extending to the elect of all nations.

4. Who, consequently, possesses an expansive love of souls,
anywhere, everywhere.

5. Who is an intelligent observer of the facts of Providence.
Abreast of the latest developments in aggressive mission
work ; alive to their significance, their lessons.

6. Who prays always and earnestly for the wniversal tri-
umph of Christ’s kingdom.

7. Who not only studies, but teaches and preaches, Foreign
Missions.

8. Who organizes his church for systematic and vigorous
effort in behalf of the work abroad.

Dr. T. C. Johnson concluded the program with a brief and
pointed address upon—

MOTIVES OF MISSIONS.

After a definition of missionary work to the effect that evans
gelization includes more than simply preaching the Gospel
once to every creature, to wit., *“making disciples of all nations,”
the following points were made and enforced :

1. Humanity says, “ Go.”
2. Fidelity to trust says, “Go.”
8. Gratitude says, “Go.”
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4. Self-sacrificing love says, “ Go.”

6. Loyalty to Christ as our Commander says, “Go.”
6. Responsibility says, “Go.”

7. Righteousness says, “Go.”
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