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PSALM CXXV, Verfe 1.

THEY THAT TRUST. IN THE LORD SHALL BE A4S MOUNT:
ZION; WHICH CANNOT BE REMOVED, BUT
ABIDETH FOR EVER

IT 1S 4 beautlful fimilitude, ‘Wthh
the Plalmift here ufes, to defcribe the fafety and
happinels by which they ate diftinguiflicd, “who
make the ILord their truft.”

Mount Zion wasthe citadel or fortrefs of Jerufa-
lem. Itwas ftrong by nature, and it was defended
by the ftrongelt LUI‘tlﬁ(,dtl.OHS that could be added
by the art and labor of man. But what rendered
it moft important to the arnciént people of God,
was the circumitance of its being early chofen

and {ure pledge c¢f the Divine prelence; and
afterwards of thecelebrated temple, whichthe Holy
Majefty of Heaven, allowed to be honored with
the name of « the houfe of his habitation.”

A Z
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Thus it was, at once, the feat of firength and
beauty, and dignified with the peculiar manifef-
tations of the Divine glory, And thus, as it
was firong and permanent, in its own nature, {o
it was fecured by the fpecial protettion of Je-
hovah.

It 1s to this circumftance, particularly, that
the infpired author of the Pfalm, with firiking
propriety, compares the ftabihty, and defirable
fituation of them that truft in the Lord.

The Pfalm probably contains fome of thofe
comfortable and encouraging words, which were
fpoken to the people, by their good king Heze-
kiah, when Sennacherib’s mighty army threaten-
ed the deftrution of Jerufalem. In this view,
the objett of it is to affure them, that God would
not f{uffer that formidable enemy, that “rod of
his anger,” to chaftife them long; and that a
proper truft in God, would prove an effettual
fecurity to them, in the prefent emergency, and
in all future dificulties, diitrefles and dangers.

What was addreffed to them, on that intereft-
Ing oceafion, is no doubt recorded for our in-
firu¢tion and comfort; while it is intended to
teach and to engage us to look to God alene
for fupport; »relief and deliverance, 1n every
feafon of trial and perplexity, of difirefs and fear.

Trouble of one kind or other, 1s the ordinary
portion of the children of men; for ¢« they are
born to it as the {parks fly upward.”

There are few, who are long exempted from
the fuffering of various outward atfli€tions; ftili
mere frequent is the anguifh which the heart



5

feels from a fenfe of guilt, from the fiery darts
of temptation, or from the preffure oi iome le-
cret corroding {forrow: And we are rarely with-
out our fears or apprehenfions of fome luture
evils, ready te fall upon our perfons, our families,
our friends, or the commiunity, which no pru-
dence or power of our own can prevent. In
thele circumftances, what can confole, animate,
and fortify the heart,like the {weet voice of Divine
truth and grace, afluring us, that if we betake
ourfelves to God, in faith, and place our truft in
him, we fhall be ne longer moved by thele
things, but fhall, in his {upport, protetiion, and
favour, find ourfelves {ecurely eftablifhed, and
truly happy ? If any thing, indeed, can {ooth the
forrows of a wounded {pirit, or minifter relief to
the {foul ready te fink in defpondence, under the
clouds of darknels which may hang over it, or
the burden of heavy affliCtion, or painful appre-
henfion, with which 1t may be oppreffed, it muft
be the exercile of a lively faith, and firm trufi,
in “the Almighty and only wife God, the God
of all grace and comfort,” whe well knows ai}
the necefiities of his creatures, and tenderly
compaflionates the fufferings of his afflicted peo-
ple; who 1s able to avert from us, every evil
with which we may be threatened, and ready to
be “the very prefent help” of all who humbly
look to him for {upport and deliverance, < in
every time of their trouble:” and who 1s, in
every view, abundantly qualified and [ufficient
to be “ our refuge and our portion in the land of
the living.” * :
AS
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Safe and hqppy, thr*n muft they be, lI](Atfr‘d
« who (rust in the Lord.’

As this truft in God, is an eminent branch of
piety, and moft cenducive to our flability, peace,
and comiort, in the midft ol all our tnals, difii-
culties, and dangers, I would hope, that {ome
who now hear me may be led to, or firengthened
in the exercile of it, wiile I am proceﬂdmo* 1n
my difcourfe with a view,

‘To explain the nature of a genuine and proper
truft in God :(——And then
. Todirett our minds to that religious improve-
ment of the fubject, which appears to be particu-
larly {ealopable and proper, in the prefent in-
terefting and critical fituation of our country.

When we contemplate the nature of a genuine
and proper truft in God, if we take the light of
fcripture and reafon for our guide, 1t will appear
to include, ‘
 I,—A sincere reconciligtion of the heart 1o God.

Man, In his prelent fallen flate, “through the
darknefs of his underftanding, and the blindnels
of his heart, 1s alienated from the life of God.”
The natural man neither perceives nor loves the
true charalter of God, as exhibited in his word ;
and efpecially, he loves not his fovereignty anad
holinefs, nor does he fincerely approve of, or
delight in his holy law and government. < The
carnal mind is,” in truth, enmltv againft God,
which 1s not fubject to his law, neither 1ndeed
can be.” Now, under the inﬂuence of fuch a
mind, perfons are not prepared or difpoled, really

to truft in Ged, “ Their hearts not being right
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with him ;” but confcidus ol many difpofitions,
leading to correfpondent practices, which are
contraly to his holy will,” and which, notw1th-—
ftanding, they {iill choole to 1ndulge and purlue
they natur ally apprehend his dlfpleafme ‘ who
1s angry with the wicked every day ;” and there-
fore, fearing to commit themfelves, their works,
and their ways, to. “this holy Lord God,” they
are rather inclined ““ to truftin man, and to make
fleth their arm; and thus then heart depal teth
from the Lord.”

But when He, who, at firft “ made man upright,
and created him after his own image and like-
nefs ;” and who, 1n his infinite mfdom and love,
devifed the glorious plan of recevering ~him
from the ruins of the fall, to holine(s and h'ippl-
nefs, through the mediation of his beloved Son;
when He, who ouolmlly commanded the lmht
to thine out of darknefs,” purfuing the great de-—-
fien of his love and mercy, towards Fal]en ruined
men, condelcends to < {hine in their hearts by
the agency of his Spirit, and through the inftru-
mentality of his word, in order “to give the
licht of the knowledge of his frlmy in the face
of Jefus Chnft ;” then the moral darknels,
which their millds were 1nvolved, 1s eﬁé&ually
difperfed, and they begin te perceive, that < God
1s indeed  light, and that in his is no darknels at
all ;>* that he 1s “ glorious and amiable in his
holinefs,” and in all his infinite perfeftions; ‘and
that, in a word, “God ic love,” and therefore;
moft worthy of the {upreme love and beft fcrvi-
ces of allintelligent creatures, throughout all the

A G
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periods of their exiftence. Now-they fee, alfe,
that he 1s in all refpeéts, a fuitable portion to
their {ouls, as he alone can be their all-fuffi-ient
and everlafting portion, in which every reafons
able defire and hoPe will find a complete and
eternal fatisfattion.

And now, beholding him, as he is in Chrift,
reconciling the world unto himfelf, they humbly,
and thankfylly, and joyfully accept the offered
reconciliation ; and while, in fajth and hope, they
look up to him for pardon and juftification, for fal«
vation and eternal life, throughthe atonement and
righteoufnefs of his beloved Son, their Redeemer
and Advocate, “ who has made peace for them, by
the blood of his crofs,” they are led ta repofe
an unlimited confidence jn him, as the “ Father
of their Lord Jefus Chrift,” and in and through
him, “the Father of mercies,” to the penitent
believer; fully perfuaded, that he is as ready as
“heis able to fupply all their need, according
to his riches in glory, by Chrift Jefus;” and for
his {ake, “ to do for them exceedingly abundant«
ly above al] that they can afk or think.”

Accordingly, I obferve, that they who are thus
prepared to truft in God, are led to place,

H,—A cheerful, steady reliance an his allesuffi-
clency and benevolence, for all the protection, pro-
vision, andg qssistance which they may need.

Under the moft condefcending and encoura-
ging charaller, God was pleafed to reprefent
himfelf to Abraham, the father of the faithful,
when he faid to him, «“Fear not, I am thy fhield,
s ot exceeding great reward.”  And it is by
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fuch a view of him, that the infpired writers
have been induced to {peak the language, in
which all real believers, and truly pious perfons
may, with equal propriety and confidence, ad-
drefs themfelves to God, and fay, < How excel-
lent is thy loving-kindnefs, O God, therefore the
children of men put their truft under the thadow
of thy wings:” And again; “The Lord is my
portion, {aith my foul, therefore will I hope 1n
him; the Lord is good unto them that wait for
him, to the {fou] that {feeketh him ; it is good that
a man fhould both hope and quietly wait for the
{alvation of the Lord.” |

Without this perfuafion of the fufficiency, and
beneficence of God, to take care of us, and to
?rovide for us, to defend us, and to deliver us,
we can never feel <« our hearts fixed, trufting in
nim.” Allour confidence in him, and expecCta-
tions from him, muft be encouraged and {upport-
ed, by the confideration and the perfuafion of
his ability, and his good will to help and to {ave
thofe, whq take refuge in his power and mercy.
And, refpetling thefe properties of the Divine
charalter, who can entertain any doubt, or in-
dulge the leaft fufpicion, that ferioufly contem-
plates his works, or really believes his word ?
Does not the whole well-ordered frame of na-
ture, and the conftant adminiftration of Divine
Providence, loudly proclaim, that the Lord, the
Creator and the Governor of the world, 1s infi-
nitely powerful, and wife, and good; and that
i“ his tender mercies are over all his works !”
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- And, how illuftrioufly are his benevolence and
love difplaved towards the children of men, in
the wonderful {cheme of man’s redemption, and
m the whole {yftem and defign of “ the glorious
gofpel of the bleffed God!” Let us here only
confider ¢ the unfpeakable gift of God,” even
the giit of his eternal, co-equal, and moft belov-
ed Son, whom he fent, 1n our nature, into the
worid, to feek and to fave the loft and the perifth-
ing;” and to fuffer the awful agonies and death
of the crofs, to which he voluntar ily and cheer-
ﬁuly {fubmitted, that he might thus become a

‘“ propitiation for our {ins, and the end of the law
for righteoulnefs, to all believers.” And let us
then behold this 0‘101‘10118 ““ Captain of falvation,”
rifing from the dead and alcending triumphantly
to heaven, and there ¢ feated at the'right hand
ol the Majefty on high,” and reigning as ““ Head
over all things, to the Church which he has
bought with his bleod,” and ““ever living to make
interceffion for all, who come unto God by him.”
Let us confider thefe things, and think, whether
they are not {ufficient to eftablifh the hearts of
all real believers, 1n the perfuafion, that “He who
{pared not, but delivered up the dear Son of his
love, for them, will, with himalfo, freely give them
all things I’ 1If any thing more can be wanting
to confirm them in the faith and hope of this, it
is furnifhed by “ the great and precious promlfes
of the gofpel, which are in Chrift, yea, and amen,’
and which affure to all that repent of their fins,
and believe with the heart, in this only and ali-
tuificient Savieur, a complete and eternal {alva-



11

tion from fin and every evil, together with the
requifite, featonable fupplies of every thing per-
taining to life and to godline{s;” even every
thing “that may be needlul or can be conducive
to the promotion and advancement of their real
interefts, and true happinefs, in time and throngh
eternity. If we are only perfuaded (and who
can refift the perfuafive influence of this amazing
difplay of “the love of God, which is in Chriit
Jelus, our Lord ?”) ““ to fly forrefuge to the hope
thus {et before us,” then, however guilty, however
unworthy, and ‘lefs than the leaft of all God’s
mercies,” or however deferving of his difplea{ure,
indignation, and wrath ; yet may we, with a fixed
uuﬁ and unfhaken conﬁdence in the God and
I'ather of our Lord Jefus Chnﬁ, ‘““ come boldly
to the throne of . grace, and expeét, through his
merits and 1ntercefiion, to obtain mercy, and to
find grace to help 1n the time of need,” and to
the utmoft extent of all our neceffities. '

Connected with fuch expectations from ¢ the
goodnefs and mercy of the Lord,” a genuine and
proper truft 1n him, implies

11I,—.A cordial subm:ission to his will and is-
posal, and acquiescence in the events which he ap-
VOINLS.

The faith of thofe who prOpeily truft in God,
however firong, is always humble; and however
~ confident, is till reafonable in its expe&ations.

It does not allow us to think, that we muft
obtain any temporal objelt, or realize any par
ticular refult of our plans and purfuits, becaufe
we may fondly and ardently defire it: Nor duee
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1t permit us to think of prefcribing to God, ig
what manner or {eafon, he fhall give us thofe de-
fires of hearts, or crown with fuccefs thofe un-
dertakings, which may be in themfelves reafon-
able and proper, and conformable to his will.
But reminding us, that <“He, in whofe hands are
all our times,” knows infinitely better than we
do, “what is good for us all the days of this vain
hife, which we fpend as a thadow ;” and affuring
us, that “He doth all things well, and makes all-
things work together for good, te them that love
him,” 1t difpoles us “to commit our way to the
Lord"—<to caft upon him every burden and
care,” and to refign all our concerns and affairs,
plans and hopes, wants and wifhes, to the direc-
tion and diupolal of his unerring wildom, and
molft faithful love; {atisfied, that then the event
will be ordered by Him, as fhall be moft favorable
to the promotion of his glory, in harmony with
the advancement of the beft and moft lafting in-
terefts of our being.

Some of the things, thus defigned and ordered
““ to work for our good,” may, for the prelent,
appear, in the eye of reafon, and to the feelings
of nature, extremely doubtful, menacing, paintul,
and trying: Yet through the dark, perplexing
{cene, faith locks, with a confident, joyful anti-
cipation, of the beft iffue. Hence, the believer
realizes the precious truth of the word, {poken
by the prophet; “Thou wilt keep him in pertelt
peace, whofe mind is flayed upon thee, becaule
he trufteth in thee.” And hence, he feels it to
be no lefs his intereft, than his duty, according
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to the counfel, which is immediately {ubjoined,
‘“ to continue trufting in the Lord; as in the Lord
Jehovah is everlafting ftrength,” to defend and
‘uphold him, till, “ having done and {uffered all
the will of God,he fhall inherit the promifes ;”’ the
promifes of truth and grace, accomplifhed to their
defigned extent on earth, and then {ulfilled, com-
pletely and for ever, in the glory of heaven.

I oblerve once more, that a genuine and pro-
per truft 1n God, includes

IV,—A careful improvement of all appointed
and lawful means, to provide for our own safety,
and to promote our own welfure.

The pretence of trufting in God, while the
exertion of our own faculties, or the employ-
ment of the proper means within cur power, or
the performance of the duties enjoined upon us
by Divine authority, are carelefsly and wiltully
negleted, i1s an unwarranted prefumption, by
which we may juftly apprehend, that we fhall
incur the difpleafure, and the curfe, rather than
reafonably expectt to {ecure the favorand bleffing
of God; who has commanded his people, “to
work out their own {alvation, with fear and trem-
bling, becaufe he worketh in them, both to will
and to do of his good pleafure.”

When perfons are relolved to hazard the {alva-
tion of their {fouls, in a ftate of impenitence and
unbelief, and in the courfe of a life of ungodli-
nels, unrighteoufnefs, and criminal pleafure ; and
perfuade themfelves, that, in the mean time, they
are trufting in God, in the hope that he will
not be fo ftrit and fevere, as to mark their in-
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1quities againfl them, or to infliCt upon them the
punifhment, which he has denounced againft all,
who do not repent and believe, and obey the
goipel, “ they only deceive themfelves, with the
hope of the hypocrite, which thall perith ;” « they
are building their houle upon the fand, upon
which they may lean, but 1t fhall not ftand ; and
though they may attempt to hold 1t fafi, yet thall
it not endure.”

And when, in any circumftances of difficulty,’
difirefs or dancrer with the plobﬁb]e means of
relief, deliverance or defence, in their power,
they relufe to make ufe of thele, and yet plefume
to fay, “ Now will we ftand full and ice what
God will do for us,” and {fuppole this to be truft-
ing in Ged; they only affront his wildom and
goodnefs, and provoke him,. in his righteous dif-
picalure, to leave them to themfelves, to {uffer
the evils which they feel or fear, and to lament
their own preflumptucus f{olly, when 1t may be
too late to be remedied. |

Let us then, while we profe{s to make the Lord
our truft, and our refuge, commit ourlelves to
him, with all our interefis, temporal and {piritual,
private and public, in the faithful improvement
of all the lawful means, with which he has furnifh-
ed us; and in that way of well-doing, which he
has prefcubed Then let us, without anv painful
folicitude, but rather with a cheerful confidence,
walt on the Lord, trufting in Him, who governs
and guides all his creatures, and all their aé}lons 3
and who orders, over-rules, and {anttifies alt
events, in {uch a manner, that they fhall be found
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finally, moft fubfervient, perhaps, to the tempo-
ral advantage, and moft certainly, to the {piritual
interefts, and eternal happinels, of all w..o truly
love him. |

¢ Them, who thus honor God, he will alle
honor.” < To them the falvation of God fhall
be thewn; and thev fhall glorify his name, by
fhewing forth the praifesof the Lord.”

IMPROVEMENT

THE obfervations which have been offered, on
the nature of a genuine and - proper trust in God,
though particularly adapted to dirett the practtice,
and to promote the comfort of individuals, in
their personal concerns, will, at the fame time,
admit of an ealy and ufeful application to the
state of the community, in which the affars of in-
dividuals, are, as it were, blended and formed
into one common intereft. '

And may not the inftruftion and encourage-
ment, furnithed by this {fubjet, be jufily confid-
ered, as now claiming, 1n a peculiar manner, cur
attention and improvement, with refpect to the
present situation of the great community to which
we belong, as citizens of the United States ?

The agitation of the public mind, which has
been lately produced, by an event, deeply aifett-

ing our natienal charafter and interefls, I need
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ot now attempt to defcribe. Who can be fo
deftitute of {enfibility, as not to feel it? Surely
no AmericaN heart can refule to feel that {pirit
of juft indignation, which, as far as opportunity
has hitherto permitted, has been {fo promptly, and
fo unanimoufly manifefted, in the refolutions
and proceedings of our fellow-citizens, of this
place, and in other parts of the Unicn, againft the
late unprovoked and murderous act of hofiility,
committed by the commander of one of the fhips,
belonging to the Britith navy, upon one of the
principal frigates belonging, to the navy of the
United States! This hoftile att, though immedi-
ately direCted againft one of our public fhips of
war, inevitably involves, in its nature and conle-
quences, the groffeft and moft infolent outrage
of our national Sovereignty and Independence.
This unworthy deed* of violence and blood-—

@ At length, a deed, tran{cending all that we have
hitherto feen or {uffered, brings the public fenfibility to 2
ferious crifis, and our forbearance to a neceffary paufe. A
frigate of the United States, trufting to a ftate of peace, and
leaving her harbor on a diftant fervice, has been f{urprifed
and attacked by a Britith veffel of fuperior force, one of a
fquadron then lying in our waters, and covering the tranf-
action, has been difabled from fervice, with the lofs of a num-
ber of men, killed and wounded. This enormity, was
not only without provocation or juftifiable caufe, but was
committed with the avowed purpofe of zaking by force, from
8 /bip of war of the United Siates, a part of ber erew ; and
that no circumftance might be wanting to mark its charalter,
it had been previoufly afcertained, that the feamen demanded,,

avere native citizens of the United States I
This
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this contemptuous violation of the eftablifthed
laws and cuftoms of civilized nations, as impoli-
tic, as it was wicked and difhonorable, on the
part of thofe who committed and authorized it,
muft be felt, like an elettric thock, in the bolom
of every individual, who loves our country, who
cherithesits honor,and relents its wrongs, through-
out the millions of inhabitants, which fill the
vaft extent of our land ! |

The feelings with which the whole American
people muft be penetrated, by the news of this
indignity offered to our nation—of this reproach-
ful alt of open hostility, perpetrated in a ftate of
acknowledged peace, which forbade {uipicion, and
prevented the requifite preparation for repelling
and avenging it, have been already firongly ex-
prefled, by the very numerous and refpettable
bodies of our citizens, who have with a moft re-
markable promptitude, and as if moved by one
inftantancous, patriotic impulfe, affembled to-
gether, to declare their f{enfe of it, and to adopt
the meafures that appear proper to be purfued,
in confequence of it.

This ftatement, which is prefumed to be as corred, as it
concife, 1s taken from the proclamation of the Prefident of
the United States, iffued at the city of Wafhington, July 2,
1807—for the purpofes of interditing to all armed veflels,
bearing commiflions under the government of Great-Britain,
the entrance, &c. of the harbors and waters of the United
States: and of prohibiting all {upplies and aid being fur-
nifhed to {uch of them as may enter the faid harbers and wa-
ters, &c:

P
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In thele inftances—while fuch emotions of tié
ncart have been dilcovered, as might well be ex=
petted to be roufed in the breaft of humanity, on
hearing the too well authenticated tidings of
unptovoked infult, injury and bloodfhed, 2 noble
ipirit of patriotilm, has been, at the {ame time
difplayed, worthy of Americins, determined to
vindicate and maintain, at all hazards, those pre-
cious rights, and that glorious Independence, which,
by the favor of Providence, they had eftablifhed,
at the expenfe of {o many privations and diftrefi-
es;, of 1o much toil, and {uffering, and blood, as
marked the tedious, eventiul years of their ar-
duous revolutionary war.

And fuch a manifeftation of this patriotic

[pirit, at once ardent, temperate, and firm, and
clowing in the breaft of every good citizen, ap-
pears to be highly proper and important at the
prefent crifis; as it tends to abforb, and feems
already to hiave completely ablorbed, the fubor-
dinate views and contentions of political parties,
i a much nobler zeal, and 1n united efforts for
[tipporting the great caufe of our common coun-
trv, with which the moft valuable temporalinterefts
ol every one muft ftand or fall:—As it may
fcrve to convince our enemies, that they mult

not expett always to triumph, on the ground of
our patience, and forbearance, and love of peace,
or {till to multiply their infults and injuries, at
their own plealure, with impunity :—And as it
s well adapted to firengthen the hands ot our gov-
crnment,in puriuing the propeY coutle for obtain-
ino ample redrefs from thofe, from whom we have
luftered grievous wrong.
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That our government may be led, by “the
wifdom which is from above, and which is profi-
table to direct,” to adopt for this important pur-
pole, the mealures which fhall be at once prudent
and juft, dignified and energetic, fhould be our

earneft prayer, as it is our fond hope. And we
would, at the fame time, indulge the hope, that
the government, by whole agents this flagrant
alt of hoftility has been committed, may be in-
duced to make that reparation for the injury,
which juftice demands, and which the equity and
honor of our nation; may with plopnetv accept
as latistaCtory; and which may ferve to eftablifh
the peace of our country on a more {olid bafis,
and to {trengthen our confidence of its being
hereafter more relpected by thofe, who have (o
often, and in fo many ways, thewn the difpofition
to violate it, and bring it into danger. This we
may reafonab]y hope, if we may with realon
believe, that the foreign government, with whom
this 1olemn bufinefs is to be tranfaéted and fettled,
1s influenced by the principles of a found mo-
rality, or even by the dictates of an enlightened
policy ;—if we may confider it as 2@uated by a
rational {eli-love, which would not permit it
wilfully, and by unprovoked violence, to drive
away, perhaps for ever, its beft cuftomer from its
door ;—or wantonly to fix cvery remaining, wa-
vering {riend, as a dccided and unalterable ene-
my ;—or, with the rafhnels and arrogance of
infatuation itfelf, to add another power ful nation
to the hoft of mughty nations, with which it 11
already contending, verhaps for its own evifience
R 72
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Bat il we muft remember, my friends, that
the hearts of kings and rulers, as well as of all
other men, are in the hands of Him, who 1s the
fupreme Governor among the nations; and that
He ‘may, at his pleafure, “turn the counfels of Po-

Titicians, of cabinets, and of fenates, into foolifh-

nefs; when he defigns to punifh the guilty nations,
or to chaftife an ungrateful people, by whom his
mercies have been crlmmally abuied.

And that we, as a people, deserve chastisement,
none will pretend to queftion, who ferioufly
compare, with the favors of Heaven, by which
we have been diftinguithed, the returns which we
have made for the manifold, and great, and pre-
cious benefits of our God.

Raifed by his good hand, and by a feries of
mott wonderful and reinarkable difpenfations of
his providence, to an honorable rank among the

nations of the earth ;—bleffed with a Government
and laws, {ounded on the great pllnCIples of equal
right, and the moft rational liberty ;—favored
with a long continuance of peace, and with a
Tich 'ﬂ)und'mcc, not only of the neceflaries, but
of the conveniences and luxuries of life, produ-
ced by a widely extended and profperous com-
moeree, and by a fuccefsful cultivation of a kindly
{oil, and of the moft uleful arts and {ciences ;—
anel “exalted even unto heaven,” by the light
and pri\'ilfnes of the o'olpel of Ged our Sawour

—we havé 1ndeed been “ made to ride on thc

hizh places of the carth,” and to us may be ap-
hcd the lang guage 1n nh](‘h Molfes, {peaking of
Hmcl, the ancient cholen and beloved people of
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the Lord, “ What nation is there fo great, whe
hath God {o nigh unto them, as the Lord our
God 1s, In all things that we call upon him for?”

But what has been our conduét towards him ?
Is 1t not jufily defcribed in the language ufed by
Nehemiah, confeffing the fins of that {fame highly
favored people ?— Neverthelels, they were dif-
obedient, and rebelled againft thee, and wrought
great provocations.”

As 1n Ifrael indeed, in a time of extreme de-
generacy, the Lord had relerved to himfelf fome
thoulands, who had not joined in the general
apoftacy, from his pure and holy worfhip and
lervice, to the abominations of idolatry; {fo
among us, he has relerved, in like manner, a
confiderable number (which {from time to time.
has been happily increafed, in various parts of
our land) of thofe who have continued to wor-
fhip, ferve, and honor him, andto {upport his
caule, with a laudable zeal, and acceptable fideli-
ty ; while among the vaft majority around them,
““1iquity has greatly abounded.” Small how-
ever, appears to have been the number of thofe,
who have courageoufly rallied round the ftand-
ard of the Cross, and faithfully adhered to the
worfhip and {ervice of the God of their falvation,
and of their mercies—with thofe who have
thewn themielves to be the votaries of Mammon.
and “lovers of pleafure, rather than lovers of
God.” Too many, alas! are found among us,
who, with a hardened, prefumptuous heart of un-
belief, rejett therevelation of the will and gracc
of God, with which he has favored us 1n his word !
T'oo many, alfo, there arz, who, while they pro-

B ¢



fels a fpecuhtive fatth m divine revelation, ha-
bitually negle€t the infiitutions of the gofpel,
and of the Lmﬂudn who 1rreligioufly pervert
the {oiemn, dchghtlul ic—:al':m of the fabbath, from
its proper, fucred ules, to the purpoies of worldly
“bufinels and amufcments, ol licentious feftivity
and plealure; and inftead of devoutly reverenc-
ing, improully profane < this glorious and fearful
name, 1HE LORD THY GOD !I” How many,
too, impelled by the love of money, are, with.
determined purpole, and unabating ardor, pur-
fuing the acquilition of riches; not {olicitous to
obtain them always by right, but frequently ia-
crificing confcience, honm_, juftice, and humanity,
to the {ordid defire of gain !

And, who can eftimate the number of thofe,
who, inflead oficonfecrating their pofleflions, with
themfelves, to the fervice and honor of their Di-
vine Benefactor, are prodigally wafting their mon-
ey, their time, their health, and all theirnoble pow-
ers of realon, and capacities, and advantages for
religious improvement, for promoting the welfarc
of the community, and fecuring their own im-
mortal happinels, mm the {cenes of frivolous
amuiement, and pernicious diffipation, m the
low and criminal indulgence of appetite and pal-
{ion, and 1n the plaéhce of vices, as milchievous
to {cciety, as they are ruinous to the {foul !

When we {crioufly confider the lamentable
prevalence of thefe manilold impieties and 1m-
moralities, may we not Juiily fear, that to our
country the Lord {peaks, in the alarming language
which he addreffed by the prophet Jeremiah, tc
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his ancient guilty people; “ Shall I not vifit for
thefe things, faith the Lord; and fhall not my
ioul be avenged on {fuch a nation as this ?”

Has he not indeed already, at different times,
and in varlous ways, vifited us with his righteous
judgments > Has he not particularly, {évercly
icourged our principal cities, with martal difeale,
by which the inhabitants have been, in great
numbers, {wept down tp the grave, “ as with 2
flood ?’> And has he not, allo, often fruftrated the
favorite and and faireft hopes of the mariner, the
merchant, and the planter, by tremendous, defola-
ting {torms ; and by formidable hofis of deftruttive
1eptlles and infelts, which, as if purpolely “ to
ftain the pride of all human glory, and to bring
into contempt all the honorable of the earth,”
with all the boafted fe]f-fufﬁmency of man, are
called * the great armies of the Lord of Holits !”

But when “ the Lord’s hand has been thus lift-
ed up,” has it been duly feen or acknowledged
Or has “the voice of his chaftlﬁnw rod been
heard” with becoming attention and reverence, as
calling to repentance, to reformation, and obe-
dience? “ Were not our tranfgref(fions I‘tzll miil-
tiplied before the Lord ?” and did not our © con-
tinued and increafing” fins teftify againft us,
that ““when thefe judgments of the Lord were in
our land, the inhabitants thereof did not generai~
ly learn righteouinels!”

Hence there {cems to be the ﬁrono*el oground
for the apprehenfion, that the Lord, our offended
God, may at length be provoked to vifit us with
the more awful scourge of WAR.

B 4
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With this furely, he might moft righteoufly
chaftife a people, who have o little acknowledg-
ed and glorified, and {o greatly difhonored the
God of their mercies, in the enjoyment of the
high privileges, and moft defirable bleffings; by
which they have been {o long diftinguifhed; in a
{tate of peace.

But, though he may be pleafed thus to chastise
48, and he has certainly a right to chafiife us, by
whatever inftrumentality he may choole, yet
may we, with humble confidence, encourage the
hope, that it will be i mercy, and in measure,
and not to our destruction.

So far as the fuccefs of the war, with which
we feem nowto be threatened, may be confidered:
as depending on human agency and means, we
have cer’tain%y- no caufe to fear the xefult. With
aredoubled population, with refources increafed
in a fill greater proportion, and with the con-
ftitution of our national government, now for
~a length of time eftablithed in the hearts of the
people, and well adapted to call forth all their
energles, 1n their country’s caufe, on thole juft
and equal principles, which haturally promife
the greateft promptnefs, cordiality, and efficacy
t0 their united exertions ;—what fhadow of
ground can appear, even to.the moft timid or
cautious, for the apprehenfion that we thould
now fall 1n the conteft with a power, againit
which, 1in the infancy of our nation, and under:
difadvantages, {fo many and fo formidable, that
nothing but the heaven-infpired love of liberty
and of our country, could have animated us to;
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encounter them, our firuggle for our juft and
precious rights, though indeed arduous, and
fometimes doubtful, was yet, in the event, com-
pletely fuccefsful ! |

But, let it be remembered, that our reliance
is not to be placed on the arm of flesh. While
exerting to the utmoft our own powers—while
making the beft ufe of all the lawful and promii-
ing meahs which we can command, ¢ our frust
must be in the Lord alone, irom whom muft come
our help, and our falvation.”

And has he not, in his past favors to our coun-
try, given us the pleasing, the assuring pledges of
his continued favor and protection 2

‘“His good hand upon us”— his firong, and
mighty, and glorious arm, which always getteth
the viCtory, and bringeth f{alvation” to thole
whom he pleafes to favor, has been icarcely, if
at all, lefs evidently difplayed, in raifing us from
the {malleft and feebleft beginnings, to our pre-
fent great numbers, firength, and profperity,
than it was in delivering the Israelites from their
fervile, opprefled, and afflited ftate in Egypt—
condutting them through the formidable diflicuities
and terrors of the wildernefs, and advancing them
to that eminence 1n wealth, power, and honor,
which they at length enjoved, in their own land,
‘“ the glory ofall lands.” And having ¢ thewed us
all thefe things,” and “done fuch great things
for us,” 1s it to be believed that he can now “be
pleafed to kill us,” or to deliver us into the hands
of any ol our enemies that would noft willingly,
« if the power wereonly given them from above,”
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defiroy our national exiftence, or check our grow-
ing greatnels, or leflen our increafing weight and
confequencein the fcale of nations : Now, whenwe
have, as it were, but juft begun to tafte the fruits
of his paternal goodnefs—the benefits of his
bountiful hand : Now, when profpeclts are opening
before us, the moft pleafing and animating, and
daily brightening, and in every point of view,
adapted to infpire the belief, or to firengthen
the perfuafion, that our country has been deftined,
in the wife and gracious counfels of Heaven, to bc
@ iore extended and lasting scene of human happi-
ness, under the benign influence of the princi-
ples of rational liberty, and of pure and undefilcd
religion, even the holy and benevolent religion of
the Gospel, than hasever yet been realized on earth !

No! No! The {fuppolfition cannot for a moment
be admitted, byanyintelligent,reflectingmind, that
humbly and devoutly confults the word of God,
and {tudies the ways of Providence; and that
has in any defirable meafure, learned, on the
principles of fcripture, reafon, and experience,
low to estimate the future by the past.

I'or our good, our offended Divine Benefactor,
may fee it neceflary to corrett and afflict usy for
the promotion of the falyation, peace, and happi-
nefs of our fouls, and for our great benefit, cven
n a political view, he may be pleafed to fcourge
us for a time, cven with the distressing cclamifics
of WoAR ; unlefs the grounds of his controverly
with us, fhould be {ipeedily removed, by our
humiliation, repentance, and reformation. Dut
when we behold the menacing alpect of his Pro-
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vidence, ¢ if we turn to Ilim, whotle hand {feems
to be lifted up to fmitc us;” or i, when we are
in any mealure chaftifed by his righteous judg-
ments, we ‘“ humble ourfelves under his mighty
hand,” and with penitent hearts ¢ accept the
merited punithment of our Iniquity”’—then will
he, affurcdly, be filll “ favorable to our land,”
he will ¢ forgive the iniquity of the people, and
take away all his wrath”— he will thew us his
mercy, and grant us his falvation,” and “ in due
time exalt us” high in honor. And then, the
enemy, that was perhaps ready to {ay, “ My luft
thall be {atisfied upon them, I will draw my
{word, my hand fhall defiroy them”—difappoint-
ed In his plans and expecltations, fhall sce our
Iriumph, “ and be ashamed of his envy at the peo-
ple, whom the Lord compaffes about with his fa-
vor, as with a fhield.”

Let us then, my dear brethren and f{riends,
with penitence, confeffion, and prayer, earnefily
befeech “ the Lord our God, who is gracious and
merciful, and will not turn away his face from us,
if we return unto him,” that he may be pleafed
“to turn us unto himlielf, and to cauie his anger
towards us, to ceafe. Let us, through the me-
diation of his dear Son, “whom he heareth al-
ways,” daily prefent our fervent fupplications, at
the “ throne of grace,” humbly and importunate-
ly entreating “the Lord our God, to whom be-
long mercies, and forgivenefles, though we have
rebelled againft him,” to avert from us the dire
calamities of WAR, which we do not willully

provoke, or rafthly and confidently court, but
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which weé fincerely deprecate and deplore; and
to deliver us from the milchievous defigns of
every lecret or open enemy, and from every
other evil, which for our fins, we may have too
much reafon to {ear.

Or, if 1t thall appear to be the will of God,
that WA R cannot be much longer avoided by us,
without national dishonor, and othcr consequences
Still worse than the ufual calamities of war, then
let us be refolved and prepared to * quit our-
{elves like men, and be firong,” In our country’s
caufe. Rifing {uperior to our local attachments
and prejudices, and burying in eternal oblivion,
that {pirit of party, which, in the excels to which
it has been indulged, and the virulence with
which it has been expreflfed, had become a re-
proach and a curfe to our country, and a ground
of exultation and hope to our enemies :—let us
now cordially embrace, and henceforth treat
gach other as fellow-citizens, and brethren of
the fame great family ; and, with united hearts and
hands, let us co-operate in every wile and ener-
getic meafure, ‘that the folemn, momentous oc-
<afion demands, for supporting that great ftandard
of our liberties, the constitution of our national
government, and for maintaining inviolate, the
sovereigniy of our nation.

Thus humbled, penitent, and reformed ;—and
thus united and determined, let us, with the
calmnefs"and dignity of genuine fortitude, mect
the crisis, and await the event. For then we may
well hope, that they who will be for us, wil be
smore and better than thofe who may be against us ;
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then may we, with good reafon expect, that
while the many hundreds of thousands of our citi-
zens “ who draw the {word,” will be girded with
courage, as well as with their armor, for the field,
and all the righteous in the land will be found en-
gaged 1n praying for their safety and success ; we
fhall have with us, allo, the hearts and the prayers
of no fmall proportion of the wife and the
cood, the pious and the worthy, the mdufirious
and the opprefled, of the vwery mnation, with
whose government we shall be contending for thole
rights, which muft be cver dear to every virtuous
heart. And what is of un{peakably greater 1m-
portance, we may then cherith the humble, confi-
dent perfuafion, that the Lord of Hosts him-
self will be on our side, to maintain the righteous
caufe, in which we fhall be engaged ; to avenge
the wrongs, which we have fuffered; to deliver
us from the great and lafting evils, with which we
are menaced ; and to give us caufe, in due tume,
for faying to our prefumptuous adverlaries, “ As
for you, ye meant evil againlt us, but our God
meant it unto good, as it is this dav, to lave
much people alive,” “and to encreale them, more
and more, even them, and their children.” |
Thus feeling, refolving, and alting lor our-
{felves; and for our country, we may furcly ven-
ture to “encourage ourfelves in the Lerd our
God,” and thus becoming “ firong 1n the Lord,
and in the power of his might,” we fhall then fing,
to our unipeakable confolation and advantage, that
‘“ They who truft in the Lord, fthall be as Meunt
Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for
cver.”’ A ML N



