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SERMON LXXVIL
GOD'SSOVEREIGNTY inCONFERRING

MEANS and GRACE,

BY

NATHAN KERR, A. M.

Minijler cfthefirji Prejbyterian Church, in Gqfljcn,

State of New-York,

Rom. ix. 2 1,

Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the

fame lump to make one vejfel unto honor, and another

unto dijijonor ^

ST. Paul had plainly afferted, and largely-

proved, in this epiftlc, that juftification and
falvation were only to be obtained by faith in

Chrift, and not by the law. In the beginning

of this chapter he exprefleth his great and ten-

der concern for thejewifh nation, who fo gen-

erally rejeded Chrift. / fay the truth in Chrift^

I lie not, my co.ifcience alfo bearing me witnefs in

the holy Ghqjl, thai I have great heavinefs and con-

iinualforrow in my heart. For I could wijh that my-

Jelf were accurfedfrom Chn/l for niy brethren, my
kinfmen according to the Jiejh : Who are Ifrael-
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lies'^ to whom pertaineth the adoptiony and the glo-

ryy and the covenants, and the giving of the law^

and thefervice of God, and the promifes.

Here it is obfervable, that among many great

favors confered upon that people, he mentions

the promifes. The promifes were made to A-
braham and his feed, called afterwards the Ifra-

el of God. The great fundamental promife

was, / will be a God to thee, and to thyfeed after

ibee.

St Paul, as he intended and did largely treat

of the reje61ion of the Jews, and calling of the

Gentiles to be the people of God, gives a dif-

tini5l anfwer to fundry obje6lions that might

be made to the divine conduct and faithfulnefs

in this matter.

Firft, With refpen^ to the promifes, and par-

ticularly the great one before mentioned, I
will be a God to ihee^ and to thyfeed after thee. It

might be objected. This proinife was not fulfil-

led, for great numbers of them had periflied ;

and if the Jews were to be rejeded, many more

would perifli.

To this the apoflle fays, they were not to

conceive the wordofGodhadtaken no efFe6t,or

that God was unfaithful. For they are not all

Ifrael, which are of Ifracl ; neiihrr hecaife they are of

the feed of Abraham, are they all children.
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Thus he teacheth, what is alfo plainly aiTert-

ed in other parts of holy writ, viz. That tbey

arc of the feed of Abraham, in the mod im-

portant lenfe, who are made partakers of A-
braham's faith, and that thefe, and thefe only,

are intituled to the iaving, fpiritual bleflings

promifed to Abraham and to his ieed : To thefe

God has proanifed to be their God in the higheft

lenfe. This bleffing God hath not promifed

to all the natural offspring of Abraham ; but

that he would give them the land of Canaan,

the divine oracles and inftitutions, and own
them asfuftaining a covenant relation to him, fo

long as they walked in his ways, and obferved

his commandments to do them.

That God's promife doth take effect St. Paul
proves, not only by faying. They are not all Jf-

rael that are of Ifrael ; butaiTerts, In Ifaacfiall

thyfeed be called.

He farther illuftrates the matter by intro-

ducing the affair of Rebecca, who had conceiv-

ed by Ifaac. For the childreti being not yet born,

neither having done any good or evil^ that the pur-

pofe of God according to eleBicn mightfla?id, not

of works, but of him that callcth, it was faid mito

her. The elderfloall ferve the younger ; as it is writ-

ten, Jacob have I loved, but EJau have I hated.

Thus the apoftle reconciles the difriculty

that arifeth from a confideration of the rejeo

tion of the unbelieving Jews, aud the word of

promife.
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I. By explaining the true meaning of the

promife ; viz : That it was not made, in the

higheft fpiritual lenfe, to all the natural feed

;

but only to thofe who fliouldbe the feed of A-
braham by faith.

II. By alferting and proving the abfolute

fovereignty of God, in difpofing of the children

of men ; and at the fame time, anfwers a cavil

againft the do6lrhie exprelfed in the X4th verfe

and on : IVhat fjjall wefay then ? Is there nnrigh"

teoyfnefs zvith God f God forbid. For befaith to

Mofes, I will have mercy on whom I will have mer-

cy, and I will have compaffion on whom I will have

compelffion. So then it is not of him that willeth,

nor of him that runneth; but (f God that Jheweth

mercy.

This he illuflrates alfo by the inftance of

Pharaoh. For the fcripture faith tmto Pharaohy

Even for this fame piirpofe have I raifed thee i{p,that

Imightfieiv my power in thee,, and that my name

might be declared throughout all. the earth. God
had determined to withhold his grace from Pha-

raoh, and to allow, or permit him to take the

courfe to which his proud, llubborn heart

prompted him.

/Vll the children of men are plunged alike

i%itc) a ftate ot fm and miiery, equally under

guilt by the apoltacy, and expofed to wrath.

CTod in a love reign way picks out fome of

the fallen, apoltatizcd race, and makes them
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Vefiels of grace and glory. The apoftle's ar-

gument is, there is no unrighteoufnefs in God's

proceeding thus. Then in the 19th. verfe he

introduceth another obje<5^or. Thou wilt fay

then unto Jne, JVby doth he yet Jind faultf JVbo

hath refifled his will? To which he anfwers,

iSlay hut, O man, who art thou that replieft againfl

God f Shall the thingformedfay unto him thatfor-

med it. Why hafi thou made me thus ? Haib not

the potter power over the clay, of thefame lump to

make one vefjel unto honor, and another to diJJsojiosf

Thus the apoftle alTerts God's right, as the {o-

vereign owner and ruler of the world, to bcftov/

fpe.cial flivors on fome, which he withholds from
others of the fame defcripti6n.

In difcouriing from thefe words, I propofe

to (how,

I. That all mankind, Jews and Gentiles,

are in a ftate of fin and guilt, expofed to wrath^

and fo are juftly as abfolutely at the dilpofal

of God, both with refpe6l to his giving them
external means, and befcowing on t\\Q.m fpecial

grace, as the clay is at the difpofal of the pot-

ter.

II. Shall briefly confider the principal ii.i;.iii.4

which God, here reprelented by the potter,

ufeth, in forming fome to be velTcls nntc*

jionor.

III. Conclude with foiue improvement.
A {\ a
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I. That all mankind, Jews and Gentiles, are

in a ftate offm and guilt, expofedto wrath, and

foare jullly as abiblutely at the difpofal ot God,

both with reiped to his giving them external

means/ and bellowing on them fpecial grace, aa

the clay is at the difpofal of the potter, will ap-

pear from the following confiderations,

I. That God made Adam in his own image,

a free voluntary agent, capable of Handing,

but liable to fall ; and that he was placed as the

public head or reprefentative of his pofterity :

That God gave him a law, as a rule of his obe-

dience, annexing death to him, and his pgjlerky,

as the penalty. That we take great care, and

have our ideas of this matter regulated by the

holy fcriptures, and fo be prepared to conient

to the truth of it ; and acknowledge humbly,

that in Adam we finned and died, is' of great

importance.That we be able alfo to fee and ack

nowledge that Adam was to blame for hislin, and

that there is juftice and propriety in imputing

it to us. That it is a juH; and glorious thing in

God to determine, that the poilerity of Adam
ihould, becaufe of their connection with him,

come into the world devoid of the holy moral

image of God ; and, inftead thereof, have fuch

iin indwelling, permanent, powerful propenfity

to iin, as willcetainly lead them to eternal ru-

in, unlefs it be counteracted by means and divine1

grace

Thefe are indeed fome of the leading truths
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of divine revelation. And we acknowlede-e

there are iome difficulties involved in the al-

fertion, thatGod hath foreordained wha,tfoever

comes to pals, and yet that Adam was in fuch
a fenfe a free agent as conftitutedhim a prop-
er fLibje<5l of praife and blame. Adam, having
received his exiftence from another, conmm-
nicates the idsa of his being very inferior to

his Creator, who is abfolutely perfe<^^ and un-
changeable. God faw proper, in his infinite wif-

dom, to place in the icale of being fiich a cre-

ture as man, endowed^ as he was, with certain

degrees of wiiat may be called natural and mo-
ral excellency" or ability. An independent,

felf-fufficient, almighty creature cannot exift.

Great degrees of dependency on God, theCre-
ator and Preferver of all things, are infepara-

ble from creatures, both with refpe^t to the

exiftenee and exercife of every kind of power.

Some have afTerted, that there is in the hu-

man will a felf determining power, or that the

human will is free, and that this was neceilkry

to conftitute man a moral agent, or render him
a proper fubje(5l of blame or praife. Others
deny this, in the fenfe in which it is aflerted,

and affirm it improper to fay at all, the human
will is free ; but that man is free to do what he
wills ; or is a voluntary freeagent, at liberty to

a6tor not a6t,according to the didates of his wiJI.

It is alfo aflerted, that human volitions are to

be ranked among effe&s, which are produced by
caufcs foreign to them, and fo conclude, that
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the will is determined by fome extrinfic caufe,

that is, by Ibmething without, or cliftin(^l: from,

itfeir. Thus,, in the chain of caufes that pro-

duce effe6ls5 they-run up to the firft caufe of

all thingvS, which is God ; and exculpate the e-

ver-bleifed and holy God from blame, in intro-

ducing, by a neceifary conne6lion of caufes and

events, Ithe iirll linful human volition, by fay>

ing, that the iinfulnefs of it, and of every one

elfe, lies, not in its caufe, but in its nature.

Therefore, though the volitions and actions of

a moral •agent are nece-frary, with 'that kind

of necellity which exifts between moral caufes

and effeds, yet they may be blameable and

praife-worthy.

This aflair mayalfo^be reprefented by faying,

that God placed Adam as the public head and

rcprefentative of his pofterity, with fuch abili-

ties as it pleafed God to give him, conftantly

however dependent upon his Maker, in every

poilibleView; andfthat it pleafed God,in his in-

finite wiidom, to withold fromhimthat divine in-

fluence which was neceliary to his continuance

• in his holy fiate, and that immediately being

left, he fell.

Others fay, that God made man in liis own
image, capable to iiand and liable to fall; that

God permitted his faifjand overruled it in a wife

and powerful man-ner, fo that he has brought

i^vccit good out of great evil.
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The Chriftian world are very fenlible that

the introdu6tion of fin is a matter of great

niyftery, and that clouds and darknefs hang o-

ver it. I fhall at prefent fay nothing more
concerning it :—Nor Ih all I attempt to illuf-

trate the wifdom, jiiltice and goodnefs of the

divine conftitution, which placed Adam as the

foederal head of his pofterity. Let it fuffice to

fay it was do?iehy the infinitely wife, holy, juft

and merciful God, the glorious head of the u-

niverfe. AndJhall not the Jtldge ofall the earth

do right ^ Let it fuffice alio to fay, that Adam
thus placed did fin ; was truly and really to

blame for his fin; and that his pofterity finned

and died in him. So that it is afa6l, an awful

and lamentable truth, that we have been Jhap^n

in iniquity, and conceived inJin ;—are difpoled, as

foon as capable of moral exertions, to do evil,

and averfe from that which is holy and good.

The old teftament, no doubt, teacheth, that

Adam's pofterity were included with him in

the covenant God entered into with him, and

the denunciation of the threatning, as appears

from the curfe upon the ground, which was to

be inhabited by his pofterity, and by the effe6ts

which foon took place in confequence of the

fall. But the new teftament, which explains

much of the old, throws great light on this

matter, and aflerts, that by one tnanjin entered

into the world, and death byJin ; and fo^lcath pajf-

ed upon all men, for that all haveJinned.
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But to make the matter Hill more clear, and

leave no room to fappofe that none lufFered

the penaltyofdeath, but thofe who were guiltyof

aduai lin againll aknown law, the apoftle adds.

For until the law, that is, before the giving the

written law by Mofes, fin was vi the world :

but fm is ?iot imputed where there is 7io law: And
farther adds. That death, which was the penalty,

reignedfrom Adamto Mofcs, even over them thathad

notfnned after thefimilitude of Adam's tranfgref

fion.Thcit is, death, the wages of fin, was fuffered

by infants, who had not, as Adam had, actually

broken a known law. This one man, by

whom fin entered, was Adam. For Paul fays^

I . Cor. 15.22. Li Adam all die,

II. It will appear that all mankind, Jews
and Gentiles, are in a Hate of fin and guilt, and
io are juilly expofed to wrath, from a confide-

ration of the univerfal wickednefs of mankind,

which I fiiall not now take time to defcribe.

III. From the holy oi'acles of God.—Of the

old world it was faid, that every imagination of

the thoughts of majis heart was only evil continual^

ly. In .another place, The imagination ofman s

heart is evilfrom his youth. Very remarkable

is that pallhge in Job. What is man, that he

fculd be dean ? And he that is born of a woman,

that hefjould. be righteous ^ Behold, he putteth no

inifl in hisfaints ; yen, the heavens are not clean in
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bisjtghf. How much more aborninable and jiltby

is ma?i, which drinkeih iniquity like water f The
Pfalmift lays. Behold, I wasfmpen in iniquity

;

and in fin did my mother conceive me. Jeremiah
declares. The heart is deceitful above all things, and
defpcrately ivicked, who can knoivitf Our Lord
fays, Out of the heartproceed evil thoughts, inurder

&c, as out of their native fountain. The
fame truth is taught by bur Saviour, when he
affirms. Except a man be born again, he can-

notfee the kifigdoni of God. And when the au-

thor of our text is proving that j unification

cannot be obtained by the deeds of the law,

but by faith in Chrifl, he fhows, that both Jews
and Gentiles were under fin, though the lat-

ter had not the written law ; That all had dene

wickedly

;

—there is none righteous^ no fwt one ; yea,
there is 7ione that doeth good, no not one.

Thus it appears, that all mankind, Jews and
Gentiles, are in a ftate of fin and guilt. We
have finned in our reprefentative, and all,

who have obtained a capacity for perfonal, ac-

tual fin, have broken God's law. Now if the

law is good,-the penalty proper, and if all have
broken it, then all are jullly obnoxious to
punifimient, and nothing, but an a6t of grace,

can prevent the execution of the fentence.

The law declares the Imner fliall die.

True, and a glorious truth it is, that Chrilt

our Mediator has perfec^tly kept tlie divine

law; died the death of the croTs : ' inifen
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from the dead ; has afcended into heaven ; and

is there clothed with authority^ with full pow-

er, as the great executor of the divine purpofes>

to give eternal life to men.—But to whom ? To
all men ? No. Chrift teacheth us what to be'-^

*

lieve concerning this. Juft before his fuflf-.

ering, he lift up his eyes to heaven, and faid.

Father, the hour is come ; glorify thy Soti, that thy

Son alfo may glorify thee: As thou hajl given him.

power over alljleflj, that hefJjoulcl give eternal life

to as many as thou haft given him. Agreeably to

thisvve are told in the Ads, That when Paul

and Barnabas were reje6led by the Jews, they

turned to the Gentiles, and informed them.

That Chrift wasfetto be a light of the Gentiles,

thai hefhoiild he for falvation to the ends of the

earth : And when the Gentiles heard this, they were

glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: And as

many as were ordai?ied to eternal life, believed. Be-

lievers in Chriil are frequently fpoken of as

thofe who were under the law, were dead in fin,

and under the curfe ; but they are wajhed zvith the

waddng of regeneration, they are renewed by the

holy Ghoft. Repentance is given to them, faith

is given, according to the divine, eternal pur-

pofc which he purpofed in Chrift before the

world began.

We do not know, nor can we know, who
thcfe veilels unto honor arc, until ,they are

called and fandifyed, bring forth fruits meet
ov repentance, and fo by an holy life and con-

veriation catile their light to Ihine in the world.
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This effe&util calling, thhzmjhing of regeneration,

and renewing of the holy Ghqft, is not. of him that

ivilleth, nor of him that runneth ; but of God that

fJoeweth mercy. Agreeably to this^ John, fpeak-

ing of them who had power to become thefons of

God, adds, Who were born, not of blood, nor of the

tvill of man, but of God,

Seeing then that all have finned in Adam,
that all, who have been capable of a6tual fin,

have tranfgrefled, and fo are juftly dead in law;

and God is not bound by any promife to fhow
mercy to all, and none deferve it ; feeing alfo

that God gives his written law and other means
only to fome nations; and by his Son gives

fpiritual and eternal life only to a part where
his gofpel is : Therefore we may conclude,

that men are as abfolutely at the difpofal of

the great Jehovah, both with refpe6l to grant-

ing the external means, and the bellowment of
fpecial, fandifying grace, as the clay is at the

difpofal of the potter, who can, and does, with

great propriety, take parts of the fame large

lump, and make veffels to diiierent ufes.

We now proceed to iho: fecond head, which
is briefly to mention fome of the principal means,

which God, here reprefentedby the potter, uf-

etl^in forming lome to be vej]els unto honor.

JefusChrift hath been from eternity defign-

cd of God a Mediator between God and man.
By him God made the world. By him fnmrr^

Vol. iV. Bbb
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of Adam's race are enlightened, redeemecJ,

f^nclified, and faved from wrath. Chrift has

gracioufly interfered in the chara6lers of pro-

phetj prieft and king. As a Prophet, he has

given men much inftru6tion. In ancient times,

before his incarnation, he appeared as the an-

gel of the covenant, and gave falutary and ne-

cefiary ini!ru6lions. By the influence of the

holy Spirit, which is the Spirit of Chrift, wc

have the holy fcripturc, that infallibly v/ritten

guide, which giveth true information refpe^l-

ing our apoftacy, and the ijiethod of recovery.

In due time Chrift afflimed the body God
prepared ; came into the world, a light to

lighten the nations ; and invited thofe that la-

bored, and were heavy laden, to come unto

him that they might find rcjl to their fouls. As
a PRIEST, he, once for dl, made a fufficient, a

full and fatisfa6lory facrifice of himfclf to God
for the fins of thofe whom God had given him,

and is afcended into heaven, there to make
continual intercefTion for thofe who are difpof-

ed and enabled to come unto God by him. As
a KING, he is, according to antient promife, ex-

alted upon God's holy hill of Zion;— thrones,

dominions and principalities aremadefubje61: to

him. All power in heaven and on earth is given

into his hand, that he may give eternal life to as

many as the Father has given him. We are

alfo told that he has the keys of hell and of

death. So that he is ruling in lieaven^ earth and

hell ; in the hearts of his people , and over all
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his and their enemies. As the great head of

his chufch> Chrift hath inftituted ordinances to

be obferved by it; baptifm as the door of ad-

miflion ; the Lord's fupper for commemoration^

inrtru6lion, growth in knowledge and grace

;

which ordinances are ;God's covenants ot pro-

mife ; * in which he promifeth ilill to be a

God to his people, and calls upon them to ac-

cept of offered mercy.

Father, before Chrift's afcenfion, he, airur-

ing his apoftles of his authority for the purpofc,

faid. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz-

ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the holy Ghofl ; teaching them to ohferve all

things whatfoever I have commanded you ; and lo,

I am with you alway, even to the end of the world.

They went according to thofediredions ; they

taught, baptized J planted churches^ watered

them, governed them, and ordained others al-

fo to teach, to preach, to adminfter ordinances

and govern, in conjun6lion with fuch other rul-

ers as the new teftament calls govcrnmcfits, or

governors, who did not labor in the word and

do(5lrihe.

Here it is worthy of obfervation, the apof-

tles carefully give the character of a gofpel-

bifliop, and dire6t thofe they had ordained to lay

hands luddenly on no man. Even the deacons

*^ Vide Doclor Guife on Eph : ii. 12, with his note.

•With bim I agree in calling the ordinances of the gofpcl

God's covenants of promile.
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??;?//? Jirjl be proved Thus we are taught,

that thofe to whom the power of ordination

is ct>mmitted, niuft carefully examine as to the

prerequilite qualifications for teaching, preach-

ing and governing in the church of God.
«

I fiiall here alfo mention the divine provi-

Jences, which are admirably calculated to re-

prove and inilrucl men. thefe By often are

the ways of linners hedged in, as with thorns,

and they are not allowed to proceed in that

profperity with which the human heart is moft

picaled ; and by them frequently are the peo-

ple of God much benefited. Before I was of-

fiBed^ I went qflray ; but now I have learned to

keep thy law.

1 Ihall conclude this he^^d by ob-

ferving, that the cooperations of the Spirit are

eiTeritially necefikry^andtherefore Chriilprom-
iied, John 16:8 &c. that after his afcenfion

he would fend the Spirit, to reprove the world of

^In, and of righieovjnefs, and ofjndgerne?it ; and

bef:allguide you into all truth, and he fJjall glorify

we ; for he Jhall receive of 7nine, andfhall Jheiv it

unto ycv. Thefe are fome of the principal

means which God, here reprefented by a potter,

uieth in forming velfels unto honor.

I nov/ proceed to an improvement of the

iiv.jecc.

Here I am naturally led,firff., to addrefs you,

dciVr nnd Rcvd brethren, '' in the gofpel of

i Ilis fermon was fiifl nreached before" a jaumber or

.
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our Lord Jefus. What has been faid offers to

our mipds the great importance of the ofBce

and work in which we are engaged. We are

taught to confider mankind in a Itate of fin and
guilt, expofed to the wrath of an almighty and
Koly God; that Chrift is, by a variety ofmeans,

and by our inftrumentality, forming veflels to

honor out of the great corrupt mafs. This is

an alarming thought, viz : That all thofe who
are not by the word, providences, gofpel and

Spirit of Chrift, formed unto honor, ar vedels

unto difhonor. Nothing more is neceilary to

form men to an extreme of wickedneis, than for

God to withhold from them his grace. Thus,

I fuppofey God hardened Pharaoh's heart ; thus

God fends ftrong delufions to fome, that they

may believe a lie, and be damned. If we are

to judge that none are coming to honor, but

fuch as are, by the forming influence ofmeans
and divine efHcacious grace, conformed unto

the divine image, then how few vefiels unto

honor in our day ? Secret things belong unto

the Lord ; his revealed will is the rule by which

we are to deport ourfeJves in the golpel min-

iftry. It is pofTible we may be glorious in the

eyes of our Lord, though very unfuccelsful.

We know not whom, among thofe who have not

given evidence of fan6tification, he hath chof-

en or ordained to eternal life ; but our bufinefs

is, knowing the terror of the Lord, to pcrfuade men

to be reconciled to God ; to reprove, rebuke and

exhort zvith all long fi{jfering and dodtrin^. As
srood ftewards of the myftcries of God, we are
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to endeavor rightly to divide the word oftruth.

We are to hold up to the view of our fellow

men the ftri6lnefs, the fpirituality and unchang-

eablenefs of God's law, carefully to defcribe the

depravity of the human heart, and the danger

of the ways of fin. We are to fearch out all

the lurking places of difguifed hypocrites, and
inform them, that nothing Ihort of holinels of

heart, true repentance, an humble dependence

upon, and^ choice of Chrift, the Lord our righ-

tcoufneis, will anfwer. No doubt it will be

highly proper to dwell much upon the excel-

lency, glory and all-fufficiency of Chrift, and

of the great atonement he has made. We
will alfo do well frequently to recolle6t what

Chrift faid to the primitive minillers of his re-

ligion. Without me ye can do nothing, Paul may

plant, a7idApolios water, but Godgiveththe increafe.

Our time to a6l as inftruments for Chrift in

this world is fliort, we are dying daily ; there-

fore, to do whatfoever our hands find todowith

our might, will furely be pnoper.

Secondly, Let all fuch as have fcriptural rea-

fon to believe that divine grace hath been al-

ready, in lome degree, communicated, be

thankful; becaufe you entertain hope that

God is forming you into the divine like

iiefs, and preparing you for eternal honor.

Let fuch review the corrupt lump from
which they were taken, What maketh any
cf vou to diller from oll)ers- more wicked in
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pra^lice ? Is it not that you have had means,

and the transforming, fandifying grace of

God ? By the grace of God^ I am what lam^ faid

theapoftle

3. I fliallfay a fewwords to thofe who are yet in

their fins, unregenerate, and poflibly more un

likely, by appearance, to be formed unto honor

than formerly. You have heard in this dif-

courfe, that God made man in his , own holy

image, that Adam was placed as a public head,

that in him we linned and died ; that all have

linned, and confequently that all be at the

mercy, at the difpofal of God. The blelled

God fhows by his conduct that he conliders

this the cafe. He has taken church privileges

from the Jews, and given them to the Gentiles

;

he gives his grace to fome, and withholds it

from others. His reafons for this condu6t

are above us. It will nioft certainly be dan-

gerous to reft fatisfied in the belief of fuch

principles, and continue difpofed to make fuch

obje6lions to the dodrines held to view in this

dilcourfe, as are prevalent in the world.

The objedion. Why doth he yetfind fauli ? is

ftill in the hearts and mouths of men. Why
fhould he not find fault ? Did not God make
man upright ? Has he not fought out many
inventions ? Was not Adam to blame for hii

fin ? Were you not reprefented in Adam ? Is

not fin imputed to you ? And have you not

fiwned in your own proper perfons ? And ar^
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you not to blame ? Molt certainly. If yea

are^ you ought to confels guilty, and throw

yourfelves upon the mercy of God.

But It may be queried. If God has given to

Chrift a certain number 07ily, and the others

are not chofen to- life, and God does not in-

tend to communicate his grace to them ; then

how are they to blame, and how can the fince-

rity of God be vindicated in making offers to

the multitude? Here it mull be remembered,

that God is infinitely wife ; that his ways and

thoughts are far above ours ; that he calleth thofe

things which be 7iot, as though they ivere. That

infLru(51ions, invitations, remonltrances &c. &c.

are defigned as means, by the all-wife God,

for forming his cholen ones to glory. The
wicked are to blame for not loving God fu-

premely ; for their not loving his holy law;

for their loving andchufing lin. Their rejec-

tion ot Chrift is to be confidered, not as their firll

fin ; but as the higheft manifeftation of the de-

|)ravity and ftubbornnefs, yea, the rebellion Of

tne heart.

Let it be confidered, that all the inability fin-

ners are under is a want of dvfpofttion, not a

natural inability, or a want of power to do that

which they have a heart or difpoiition to per-

form. Men are able to love what pieafeth

them, what is agreeable to them. Are we
not to blame for our oppoiition to the great

God and his laws ? Are we not to blame, in
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that we do not love and approve oF^hat, wliicli

every juftj holy and excellent being in the iini-

verfe approves of? And in that we approve oi"

what is abhorred by every wife., holy, jull and
excellent being ?

With regard to the fincerity ofGod in mak-
ing overtures to the multitude, jet what has

been laid in the preceding part of tlie difcourfe

be recoIle6ted; viz. That God made man up-

right, and he has, through his ov/n default,

loft a holy difpoiition ; that all men are jaftly

condemned by the law ; and that the oilers of

mercy are free, undeferved grace. Let it ba

remembered alfo, that God hath thought pro-

per to give thofe, whom he hath ordained to

eternal life, their exiftence in different ages, in

different countries and places ; and, as the great

and wife difpofer of all things, he has fixed up-

on rert^iin means, which he defigns to render
effectual for the eternal liilvation of his chofen

ones. It is to be obferved too, that the pro-

phets of old called upon a whole nation to whicii

they were fent. Chrift preached to promilcu-

ous multitudes : The apollles were direOled to

teach all nations, and hold up the terms offal-

vation: Chirft's minifters now are to infitatc

them. Where is the inlincerity of this ? is

there any injury offered to men, when th.cy

have propoials of mercy and pardon made
to them, who ftand in fo much need of

both ? efpecially when the r^aion of non-ac-

ceptance is their ownblameabie oppofition t^>

Vol. IV. C c c
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God, his law and holinefs, and their approbation

or choice of fin. And let it be remembered
too, and we muil infill upoji it, that there are

no promifes of regenerating grace and eternal

falvation made to the doi/igs of unregenerate

nren. The promifes oflalvation are only made
to believers, fo that God is not chargeable with

any breachofpromife made to them. Chrift ex-

prelsly fays. ManyJhall feek to enter in, andjhall

n'ot be able ; that is, in the way in which they

leek.

Indeed, there are promifes that God will pour
out of his Spirit abundantly, and that he will

wafli with clean water, and give the new heart;

Tetfor all this I will be enquired of by the houfe of
Ifrael to do itfor them. But who are the houfe
oflfrael, that lliall thus wreftle with'God in
prayer and prevail? Not the unfan6lified, the

unbelieving and unholy, I fuppufe , but the

true fpiritual Hrael of God ; yea, all who are

the children of Abraham, by being made par-

takers ofhis faith.ThefeGod itirrefli up to fearch

after him with all their hearts, when in mercy
he intendeth to pour out of his promifed Spirit,

to convince and _ to fandify ; while others are

indulging their natural pfopenfities, and per-

haps very thoughtlefs of God and of eternal

things.

We will fuppofe now, a finner finally and
irretrievably loft, and enduring the wrath of
GofI, and taking a retrofpedive veiw ofhis
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paft fituation and circumftances, and of his pre-

lent Hate. I conceive his remarks would be

as follows :
'^ I was once on earth for a fhort

fpace ; I waa taught my days there would be

few ; I was diredted to ^attend to my fpiritual

and eternal intereft ; I was informed that A-
dam reprefented me and all his pofterity ; that

he broke the law under which he was placed ;.

that his fin was imputed to me^ fo that I was
guilty; that when I became capable of moral
a(5lIon, 1 was difpofedto evil. I did live in the

love and pra6lice of fin againft God, contrary

to the di<^lates of my confcience. ^ Chrift did

come into the world, did keep the law of God
perfedly, died in the room offinners of Adam's
race ; he arofe, and had power to give repen-

tance, pardon of fin, and eternal life. All this

and much more of his ability and willingnefs

to fave 1 heard, and was very inattentive and
unconcerned. My heart fought after the

then prefent enjoyments : I did not love the

terms on which falvation was offered : I could

not brook ofat God fliould be a fovereign,and,

in the fituation I w^as, fave or damn me as it

pleafed him. I never did feel a difpofition from
my heart to come down fo low as to acknow-
ledge that I really and juftly meritted hell;

and therefore, in all my endeavors to feck fa-

vor, I fecretly thought that God would be im-

properly fevere, if 1 perifiied finally. I Vvas

told that fecret things belonged to the Lord ;

and that his revealed will it was my duty to o-

bey. I did not know but I might liave obtian^
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ed mercy; but I did not like the terms, nor

did I, agreeably' ta thetii, earneftly ar.d perfe-

vcringly feek'\ Pvage, defpair,and every im-

proper temper, I fuppofe;, would in fuch a mind

prevail.

But to return ; I think there are fully fufficient

Teafons why fanners of Adam's race ihould be

eternally punillied^even if Chrift had never been

promifed. Surely then, though Chrift hath

thought proper to publifli the terms of falvation

to the promifcuous multitude, thoCe to whom
propofals or offers, of pardon and mercy are

made, are not injured or affronted, feeing they

really are guilty, and need pardon : Efpecially

if we add to all this, that God deals with men
as reafonable creatures^ and gives much infor-

mation> mapy rebukes, counfeis, v/arnings and

remonilrances, and that, in the prefent frate of

things, the wicked are much benefited by

Chrift's kingdom, and the inilru<5iions, ordinan-*

ces and government of it.
^

As to the reprefentation frequently made of

a prince binding a numher of men with ftrong

chains, in a prifon, and then calUng upon them
01(ine out, oflering rewards, &c. it is zm-

fair andunjiffL For all the chains,-with which

iinncrs are bound, are of their own making

rmd putting on, and confift pnly in the difpoli-

•jion nv choice of their own hearts. We are

to blame primarily and principally for our love

of lin, and averfion trom God and his law. The.
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wore we have of this, the more we are toblame*

Therefore Tinners are fo often exhorted to

turn from fin^ and turn to God,

Another obje6lion frequently made to this

fcheme of doftrine, is. That Chrijt is the propi-

tiation for our fins, a?id notfor ours only, hut alfo

for thefins of the whole world, I. John ii. 2*

To which I anfwer, the apoftles of Chrift v/ere

Jews. The Jews had been directed to keep

,
themfelves feparate from the Gentiles. To
the Jews the promife of the Mefliah had been
in a particular manner dire6led, and they had

no idea that the other nations were to be be-

nefited by Chrift, as abundantly appears in ho-

ly writ. When the apoftles obtained convic-

tion that the bleflings of the gofpel were com-
municated to other nations equally with them-
felves, they break out in afionilhrnent. Then
hath God alfo to the Gentiles granted repentance un-

to hfel And He is not only a propitiation for our

fins, but for thefins of the whole zvorld. I. John,

ii.2. Every body knows that the univerfal terms

all the world, all men, 8cc. can, in fundry
places, only mean great numbers,, and fo are

ufed in a refi:ri6tive fenfe.

What fhould we do then, the finner

v/ill lay ? I anfwer : life every poffible

mean to obtain juft ideas of God, of his law, of

yonrfclves, your fin, your guilt ; of Chrift and
bis rightcoiifnefs, of heaven and of hell. At-
tend carefully ; By the law is the knoivledge of

fn. Faith Cometh by hearing. Liften then to the gof
\)v\. Wc have no idea that God ever reo-cn-

erates a perfon, while utterly ignorant of all
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cifed, where there is no knowledge. Therefore

the careful ufq of means is neceffary, and is

calculated to remove a barr out of the way of

your falvation.

Attending then to thefe truths that refpe^t

your eternal falvation^ come, how before a ho-

ly and merciful God; confefs the truth; lie

in the dull, and cry with the anxiety which the

nature of the cafe requires; Lord, for Chrift's

fake, be merciful to me a lihner jullly con-

deaiined,

God, ki the exerciie of grace in a fovereign

WSLJ, is giving the means to fome, which he

"Withholds from others, and conferring effica-

cious grace upon fome, which he withholds

from others of the fame defcription. By
means, and by grace conferred, veflels are

formed ur.to honor. Let your prayer be.

Lord, without thy grace I fnall be aveifel unto

diHionor.

Finally, let all remember, that as Jtojie by

fearcbhig can find out the Almighty unto perfectio7i,

fo we are very incompetent to know and

judge of all the reafonsefthe divine condu6t in

many cafe^. To folve clearly all the diiiicui-

ties that may be ftated concerning the foreordin-

ations of heaven, and the liberty of moral a-

gents, is no eafy taUi. Clearly to fee into the

rcafons v.'hy God hath left fome nations in

great ignorance, while others enjoy great

light and m^ans, and why fomc are formed
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veflels unto honor, and others left to be veff-

els unto diflionor^is not for us weak, fhort-fight-

edj imperfect mortals. Chrift hath taught us mo-
defty here. Tthapk thee, O Father^ that thou hq^

hidden thejc thlng^^from the wife and prudent, ani
hajl revealed them unto babes : ^EVejifo^ Father,far

fo it feemedgood in thyfight. And the apoftie

fays, O the depth ofthe riches, both ofthe wifdom

and knowledge of Gnd I How iinfearchable are hit

hidgments, and his ways pqft finding otit I For wb9
hath known the^ mind of the Lord ^ Or who baib

been bis counfellor^
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