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SERMON LIV.

The Component Parts of Christ's Church,

and the Advantages of Union.

B Y

NATHAN K E R, A. M.

Mlnlfler of a Prefbyterlan Congregation, at Gofhen, State of New-

York,

Ephesians iv. 15, 16.

Bufffpeaking the truth in love, may grozv up into him

in all things, which is the head, even Chriji : From

whom the whole body fitly joined together, and com-

"parted by that which every joint fupplieih, accord--

ing to the effe&ual working in the meafure ofevery

part, maketh increafe ofthe body, unto the edifying

ofitfelf in love,

THE church of Chrid, in various places of

the New Teilament, is fpoken of as one

body, of which Chrift is the head : and in no place

is the union of the church more ftrongly expref-

fed than in the palTage we are now about to con-

fid er.

For in the nth verfe, Paul fayeth, that Chrift

gave fome, apojlles : and fome, prophets : andfome.
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evangelijfs : and fomCy pajlors and ifachers ; for the

ferfeatng of thejainls^for the work of the minijirvy

for the edifying of the body of Chrijl : Till we all come

in the unity of thefaith^ and of the knowledge of th^

Son of Gody unto a perfe^ man^ unto the meafure of the

fiature of the fulnefs of Chriji: That we henceforth be

no more children^ toffed to and fro, and carried about

with every wind ofdoElrine, by the flight ofmen, and

cumiin^r craftinefs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.

That is, Chriil: hath given to the church, here

called his body, the officers before mentioned, that

by means of their minifl:rations, it might have an

increafe of light, love, faith and joy in God in all

holy obedience, and might not be like children,

eaiily impofed upon and carried away with erro-

neous doclrines : Butfpeaking the truth in love, might

grozv up into him in all things, which is the head, even

Chrifi: From whom the whole body fitly joined together,

and compa5fed by that which every joint fupplieth, ac^

cording to the effectual working in the yneafure of every

part, 711aketh increafe of the body, unto the edifying of

itfelj in love,

" Here is a manifell allufion to the human bo-

^ly, \\hich is compofed of different joints and

members, knit together by various ligaments, and

furnillied with nerves, tendons, and velTcls of com-

munication to and from every part of the body

;

which by thcfe means is nouriflicd, adluated and

invigoratedj and arrives to its full flrcngth and

Mature."*
* Dr. Guife in Loc.
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The plain fenfe of the text appears to be this,

that we Chriflians, fpeaking the truth in love,

fliould feek after an increafe in knowledge and

grace, and then grow up in union with Chrift the

head ; from whom, or rather by whom the whole

body, being orderly and firmly united together,

c\cry one in his proper place, by the ailifiance

which every part thus united, gives to the whole,

according to the effedlual operation of the holy

foirit, in the meafure in which it is given, to eve-

ry part or member, maketh or obtaineth increafe

onto the edifying of itfelf in love.

This truth we are taught in the paflage, and

this we fhali particularly attend to, to wit. That

the church confifleth of a variety of parts, and

that a union ought to be fought after betv/een

thofe parts. Here I fhall,

I. Briefly confider the parts of which the whole

is conftituted.

II. Shew how thefe parts are united fo as to

conftitute one body.

III. Mention fome of the moH: important ends

anfwered by this union: which I truft will illuf-

trate the truth that union ought to be fought af-

ter by the parts or members.

I. I am briefly to confider the parts of which

the whole church is confl:ituted.

Here it will be natural to ohCcrvet' firjl.
That

Jefus Chrifl:, the eternal Son of God, who was
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made flefh, and dwelt among us, is the head of

the church.

Secondlyy The parts of which the church or body

of Chrid is inftituted are, in a large view, all thofc

fandlified fpirits of jufl men made perfe6t, who.'tfj

are in glory, together with all the churches of Je-

fus Chrifl: upon earth.

Agreeably to this, the apoftle to the Hebrews,

when enumerating their particular advantages as

Chriftians, faying that ihey were come unto Mount

Sion, and unto the city of the living God^ the heavenly

Ji ni/alem, and to an innumerable company of angels.

To the gene} al affemhly and church of the firft-borny

which are written in heaven^ and to God the judge of

all, and to thefpirits ofjuft men made perfe5i.

So alfo Paul faycth, that God hath made known

unto us the myjiery of his will^ according to his good

plecfurCy zvhich he hath piirpofed in himfelf; that in

the difpenfation of the fulnefs of times^ he might ga^

ther together in one all things in Chrifl, both which are

in heaven, and which are on earth, even in him.

Thus we have taken a comprehcnfive view of

the church or body of Jefus Chrift ; part of which

is in heaven, and part on earth.

We fliall now proceed to t.ike a more minute

farvcyofthe individual members, or fmallcr com-

ponent parts of the churches of Chrift upon earth

;

or (hew who they arc.



K E R. 255

Here I am led to fpeak of a matter, concerning

which, many great and good men have differed.

Some fappofe that it is the defign of ChriH-,

that none fhould be admitted into the church but

thofe who are the fubjeds of regenerating grace,

and make a profelTion of their behef of gofpel

truths, and give credible evidence of their gracious

ftate, and their children.

Such plead, that the ordinances of the gofpel

are feals of the covenant between God and graci-

ous fouls; and that when unregenerate perfons

come to their ordinances, they let the feal to a

blank.

That all unregenerate men are enemies to God
and holinefs; and as holinefs is required prior to

coming to ordmances, they cannot come for want

of an elTcncially necelTary pre-requiiice.

Such think this is taught in the gofpel, by the

treatment he met with, who appeared at the mar-

riage-feafl: without a wedding garment.

As alfo by the inftrudiion of Philip to the Eu-

nuch, who faid See here is water: What doth hinder

me to he baptised f And Philip Jaid^ if thou believeft

with all thine heart thou maycft. And he anfwered

and faidy I believe that J^fus Cbrift is the Son of God

2

and immediately he zvas baptized^

In fnort, fuch take it for granted, that there

ought to be in this world, as far as pofiible, a fe-.
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paration kept up bctv/een the regenerate and un-

ret^enerdie.

Orhers fuppofe, that all thofe odght to be srd-

niittcd into the church with their children, ^vhe-

ther regenerate or unrcgenerate, who do profefs a

belief of the elTential truths of religion, and that

they believe it their duty to comply with all the

divine rcquiiuions : That whenever they Ihall

niaiaiaia heretical opinions, or in their external

depoirment, (hall walk contrary to the rules of the

gofpcl, they ought, by the church, to be reprov-

ed and admonifned, and if found irreclaimable^

fulpended and finally caft out.

Thcfc think that the ordinances of the gofpel

are fcals of God's covenant of promife, in which

he manifefleth his gracious intentions, makes o-

vertures and promifes, and fets his feal to thofe

promifcs, then afTuring us of their validity, and

calling upon us, in this Ikte of probation, where

means are neceffary, to attend to thofe overtures

and fiVm-fealcd promifes.

And, in this view, fuch think God's covenant

with Abraham is called a covenant of promife.

Thefe think that unregenerate men may be con->

lidered and treated as members of Chrift's church

on earth, as they conceive inh'M baptiim of diviiK^

appointment—that obfervation and experience e-

vinceth that the pofterity of believers are not all

regenerate, and fuppofe there is no example or di-*



reftion in God's word for cafting a pcrfon out of

the church for other crimes, than hcrefy or overt

ads of wickednefs.

In a word, that there are many members in

Chrill's church on earth, who never were defigned

for memberlhip in heaven—that they are taught

Chis by being directed to let the tares grow among
the wheat; alfo, in the parable of the foolilh and
wife virgins; iikewife, where, by our Lord, the

gofpel is compared to a great net, which caught

of the fillies, good and bad.

As alfo, by the threatening to the branches, in

Chrift the vine, which bring not forth good
fruit; and by the Jews being informed^ that they

were broken off the good olive by unbelief, which
fheweth, that though they had not regeneration

and faving faith, yet they had enjoyed a ftanding

in the church.

Many truly valuable and fpiritual members of
Chrift's church there have been, and ftill are, who
think thus differently refpedlingadmifiion ofmem-
bers; and the wife, caadid and liberal, in either

fchemc, are ready to acknowledge difficulties in

the plan they have adopted; and there are but few

who think thefe differences in fentiment a fuffici-

ent reafori for breaking Chriilian or minilieriai

communion; efpecially, ^sall agree, that God re-

quireth of all, fupreme love to himfdf, and repent-

ance and faith in Chriil, and that without thefe^^

none, however otherwife qualified, can perforra

Vol. IIL I 2
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any duty acceptably; and thefe exercifes are what

Chriftians and individuals are frequently exhorted

to, and without which they muft finally be loft.

Having dwelt fo long upon the diverfity of fen-

timent, may be confidcred rather as a digrefllon^

and, therefore, I fhall conclude this head, at once,

by obferving, that thofe profelfors, I have been

describing, and their children are the individual

members of whom the churches of Chrift on earth

are compofsd.

I now proceed to fhow,

II. How thefe parts are united^ fo as to confti-

tute one body.

Here I think it would be proper,

Firjly To conftder the union that fubfifts be-

tween the members, and Chrift the head. And,

SecondlyJ The union that taketh place between

the members thcmfelves.

r . With refpedl to the union between the mem-
bers and Chrift the head, the following things are

predicable, viz.

That it is of divine appointment that they who
underftand and believe the truths of the gofpel,

und make credible profeflion thereof, being bap-

tized, ftiall be conlidered as iuftaining a connexi-

on to Chrift the head of the church, that is, fuch a

connexion as conftituteth membcrihip.
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2. That all thofe who have not only the above-

mentioned union, but have received of his fpirir,

and are made holy, and fo are become the children

of God by faith in Chrid, are united with him in

affe«flion and intcred. Thefe are made partakers

of-the divine nature, are become one with Chrift,

even as he is one with the Father.

The former union Iconfideras diflolvible; and,

therefore, Chrifi faith. Every branch in me that

leareth notfruit he taketh away.

The latter I confider as an indifToIvible union,

and agreeably to this Chrift affirms, He that loveth

me.fljall be loved of my Father, and I will love hiniy

and I IVill manifeji myfelf to him. And having Iffved

his own which were in the world, he loved them unto

the end,

I proceed now,

a. To confider that union that fubfiftcth, or

ought to fubfift, between the members themfelves.

Paul, to the Corinthians, hath thefe memorable

words, Now Ibefeechyou, brethren, by the name of the.

Lord Jefus Chrtji, that you all fpeak thefame thing,

that there he no divifion among you; but that you be

perfeBly joined together in thefame mmd, and in the.

famejudgment.

So alfo, Phil. iii. i6. Let us walk by the fame

rule, let us mind thefame thing. And Phil. ii. i, 2,

If there he, therefre, any confoJaiion in Chrift, if any

comfort of Imje, if any fellowfhip of thefpirit, if any

howcls and merciesJulfilye my joy, that ye belike^
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minded, halving the fdtne icve, being df due Sicc6rd, of

one mind.

From thefe, and many paiTages of the fame na«

ture, I am led to conclude, that it is of divine ap-

pointment that they, who agree underHandingly to.

make fubilantially the fame profeflion of elTential

gofpel-truths^fhallconfider themfclves as members

of the one catholic church of Jefus Chrift, though

they may refide in different branches ofthe church,

and at a great diftance. So that a common pro-

fedion or confeflion of faith is the vifible mean by

which Chiiilians become qnited.

3. They who are thus united, if they have re-

ceived of the fame holy fpirit, by which their

hearts are formed after the divine image; as they

will mod certainly love the Lord Jefus Chrift fu-

premely, fo they will love orie another as breth-

ren; be united in affedion.

Thus 1 have endeavored to fliew how the parts

of Chrift's church are united foas to form one

^ody.

III. I iliall now proceed to confider fome ofthe

If oft important ends anfwered by fuch an union;

which will illuftrate this truth, that union ought to

be fought after by the various parts or branches of

the church.

J . Such an union is a compliance with the de-

fign of Chrift, the head of the church, exprefted

by his apcftles in fundry places, but particularly
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in the paflage before^ mentioned, i Cor. i. 10.

Now Ibefeechyou, brethren, by the name of the Lord

Jefus Chrijl, thatye all/peak thefame thing, and that

there be no divifion amongyou; but that ye be "perfetlly

joined together in thefame mind, and in thefamejudg-

ment. And, Let us walk by thefame rule, let us mind

thefame things. And, Fuljilye my joy, thatye be like-

minded, having thefame love, being of one accord—of

one mind. And, Now ye are the body of Chriji, and

members in particular. And the apoftle affirms, that

the body is not one member, but many. So that

this is an undoubted truth, that the church is the

body of Chrifl-, and that that body confifTcth of

many members. And thefe members being ex-

horted to union, and to avoid fchifms, fheweth

that union is a compliance with the defign of

Chrill, expreffed by his apoftles.

2. Such a union in profedion, intereft and af-

fedion doth greatly excite Chriftian endeavors to

promote the good of the Church.

The welfare of the church is to be promoted,

cfpecially by the regular preaching of the word,

which fuppofeth the receiving of the word preach-

ed—the adminiftration and receiving ofdivine or-

dinances—the exercife of difcipline and fubmif-

iion thereto. Payors or teachers in the church

fuppofeth there are fome to be taught. Admini-

ftration ofordinances fuppofeth there are fome to

whom the ordinances are to be adminiliered.

And rules fuppofeth there are fome to be ruled j
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accordingly, Chriftians are exhorted to ohey them

who have the rule over them.

And thus every mennber in his proper place,

and according to the meafure of the gifts he hath

received, is, with care and attention, to feek the

good of the whole.

Agreeably to this dodrine, Paul tell us, That

the eye can notJay to the handy I have no need of thee;

nor againy the head to the feet, I have no need ofyou.

Nayy much inore thofe members of the hodyy whichfeem

to be morefeebley are necejfary. And thofe members of

the bodyy which we think to be lefs honorabley upon thefe

we beflow more abundant honory and our uncomelyfarts

have more abundant comelinefs. For our comely parts

have no need: But God hath tempered the boay together,

having given more abundant honor to that part which

lacked; that therefJoould be nofchifm in the body ; but

that the members Jbould have thefame care one for an^

other. And whether one memberfuffery all the fnem-

hersfuffer with ii ; or one member be honoredy all the

raembers rejoice with it.

3. Such an union in profeffion, intereffc and af-

fection, which will powerfully difpole every mem-

ber in his proper place, to do his duty, and fub-

niit to ChrilHan counfels, admonitions, &c. will

caufc the church to be, indeed, like a city fet upon

an hill that cannot be hid ; and thus beholders will

be led to a convidlion of their fin, and an acknow-

ledqcnicnt cf the truth.
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4. Such an union among individuals, and parti-

cular branches of the general church, is moftlike^

ly to guard againft error; and we are to contend

earnedly for the faith once delivered to the faints.

It alfo provides mod effedlually for the reproofand

admonition of all the members and officers of the

church.

Thofe who fin are to be rebuked before all; of-

ficers as well as members.

Paul di reels Timothy that he (hould not receive

an accufuion againft an elder, but before two

or three witneiTes.

5. The church being provided with proper of-

ficers, fuch union in profelTion, intereft and affec-

tion, provides for the inftrudion of the ignorant,

thefupport and comfort of the weak, the reclaim-

ing of offenders of every charadcr, the rejedion of

the obftinate, the reftraining of the corruptions of

many, who will never be eternally faved, the form-

ing of the eled for eternal life, and promoting

God's glory.

A few inferences, among the many that might

be drawn together with a word of exhortation,

Ihall conclude the difcourfe.

I. If the church of Chrift, in a large view, con-

fifteth of all the fpirits ofjuft men made perfed: in

heaven, and all profeffors and their children on

earth ; then in our addreffes to the throne of grace,

for our fellow-chriftians, we ought to extend our
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ideas; and we ought alfo particularly to remem-
ber, that one great end to be fought after, while

enjoying memberlhip here, is preparation tor mem*
berihip in the church above.

2. If thofc pans of the church are united by a

common conftfTion to Chrill the head, fo that by

profeffion before men they arc entitled to mem-
berlhip; then much care is neceffary in giving in-

ftrudions to the ignorant, that they may make
an underflanding profeilion; and if the holy fpi-

rit be neceflary to form the members of the church

to holinefs, in order to conftitute an indiflblvible

union to Chrifl the head ; then all church members
may fee the propriety of examining themfelves,

whether they have obtained the fpirit of Chrid, as

that they are one zvitb him,

3. If thofe who have agreed to make the fame

confellion of the eflential do6lrines of religion, and

have received of the fame fpirit to form their

hearts after the divine image, are the one body of

Jefus Cbrifl, as Paul faith, there is one body, and

one fpirit, even as ye are called in one hope ofyour

callings one Lord, onefaith, one baptifm ; and if the

valuable ends, that I have mentioned, are mojl like-

ly to be anfwered by union, then we may infer the

flrong obligations that all are under to endeavor

the edification of the church, and to prefervc the

unity of it.

4. We may, from the whole, infer, that thofe

who break Chriftian and minifterial communion
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with thofe who, they acknowledge, hold the effen-

tials of religion, and whom they believe to be real

Chriilians, are guilty of fehifm in Ghrifl's church.

To conclude, Study the things that make

for peace; endeavor to keep the unity of the fpirit

in the bond.ofpeace.

Do all in your power to promote the befi inter-

eft of Chrift's church.

Remember there is no member fo weak or in«

conliderable, but that i% is necefTary to the com^

pletion of the body.

And O, my hearers \ reft hot fatisfied with that

\3nion to Chrift which is diiTolvible ; the Jews of

old prided themfelves in their external privi-

leges, and covenant relation to God^ but were

broken off the good olive by unbelief: Thoii

fiandeft byfaith; be not high'??iinded butfear.

1 be not fatisfied until you have good evidence

your hearts are renewed by the fpirit of Chrift,

and you become one with him, never to be fepa-

rated; and he, as your glorioufly afcended head^

grants you the efFedtual operations of his holy fpi-

rit v/orking in you, and caufing you to make m-
creafe in knowledge, love, repentance, faith, and

holy obedience, to your own fpiritual edification 5

and by the effedlual workings of his fpirit, caufethi

you to be really ferviceable to the edifying of the

body of Chrift in love.

Vol, IIL K 2
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As you exped on the Lord's-day approaching,
t© commune together at the Lord's table, remem-
ber part of the church is in heaven; Chrift the

head is there, and a blelTed company of thofe who
have been cleanfed by his blood and fpirit ; part

of the church is on earth, with Chrift and the

members of his body : On earth you are now to

hold communion ; as one great end of this com-
munion is, to prepare you to enter among the

bleffed, the general afTembly in heaven.—Be deli-

gent in feekmg communion with Chrift, that fo

from him as your living head, you may derive

thofe communications which are necelTary to form
you more and more after the divine image, and to

render you ufeful in the fpiritual edification of his

body.

'
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