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240

WILLIAM WOOD Esq.

Captain of the Island of Saba.
5 18,

T he Refpect I have for your ab-
{olute Command, and that Plea-
{fure, with which I would be always
thought ready to gratify you, i@

a reafonable Requeft, have prevai-
led with me to prepare the following

Difcourfe for the Prefs,as nearly as |
‘ could recollect it.

Nothing indeed but this, and the
many Obligations of Friendfhip ,
You have laid me under, can juftify
my Conduét in expofing to View {o
mean a Performance, which was the
[Fruit of but two or three Hours has=
ty Study ; and that too at a Time,
when both my Body and Mind were

A 2 ve-
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very much indispofed, either for Com-

pofition, or the publick Services of
the Sanctuary.

[ approve not much of preaching
funeral Sermons ; efpecially when
the Character of the Deceafed can-
not fairly bear to be recommended ,
to the Imitation of Survivers; And i
mufl confefs, that one of my grea-
teftiincouragements inpreaching this,
and permitting it to be published , has
taken its Rife from the truely ¢xam-
plary Nature of your dear and only
Son’s Charafter contained in it. May
the rifing Generation be engaged to
imitate, the Virtues of this hopeful
Y outh! May they be infpired withano-
ble Ambition of deferving that truely
excellent Charaler, in whichhis Me-
mory here {hines, with a real and un-
feigned Luftre! A Charater ,which
does Him a more fubftantial Ho-
nour, than the moft pompous Titles
of worldly Dignity: — And a Cha-
ralter , which {hould afford meore

Com-
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Comfort and Satisfaétion to yourfelf,
and his affli¢ted Mother, than to
have feen Him diftinguished , by the
.- moft opulent Circumf{tances of un-
fanttified Wealth , orglittering inthe
greateft Pomp of fublunary Grandeur:
¥or, while the Meniory: of the fuft is
blefed , andthe Righbteous [ball be bad in
everlafling Remembrance s the Name of
the wicked. fhall rot and moulder
away , altho’ embalmed by the Riches
of a Creefus, or engraved in the
triumphal Arch of an Alexander.

I am utterly regardlefs of the Cen-
{ures of 'the"Critic. My KEnd will be
y (ufficiently obtained , if, thro’ di-
vine Grace, the following Discourfe
mav be made effeCtual to recommend
a virtuous and Godly Life, from the
engaging Motive of that glorious and
eternal Reward, with which it is in-
(¢parably ‘connected ;= If it canalle-
viate your Grief, under the Lofs of
an only Son, who, you have the grea-
teft Reafon to believe, is now in the

N3 ac-
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altual Pofsefsion of this exalted Blef-
{ednefs ; — and finally, if it can en-
gage the rifing Generation, efpecial-
ly thofe of his Acquaintance, ferious-
ly to confider their latter k¥ind, and
to make Religion the Bufinefs of their
early Youth; that, like Him, they
may tafte the Comforts of it, in that
aweful Hour, when nothing elfe
can pofsibly give Peace, and Stabi-
lity , to their departing Spirits.

[ am, |
L e sl
With unfeigned Regard,
Your Servant in the
Gofpel of CHRIST.,
fuly 10th,
1759.

HUGH K NXNOAX

'The
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The Reft and Reward of the Dead
who Die in the LOR D.

REeEv: XIV: 13.

— I beard a Voice from Heaven, [aying unto
me, write; Blesfed are the Dead which
die 11 the Lord, from benceforth , yea,

/ Jaith the Spirit, that they may reft from
their Labours o and thetr Works do /ol
low them,

, iftory 111f01m°. us of a certain Na-
‘ II tion , whofe Cuftom it wasto mourn
:‘ at the Birch , and rejoice at the Death of
i their Relatives ; becaufe, fay they, Chil-

dren, at their Birth, enter into a World
full of Trouble,and full of Sorrow;but Death
puts a final Period to all the Miferies,
and Afflictions of this mortal Life; intro-
duces the Deceafed into a State of Tran-

quility
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(2)

quility and Repofe, and therefore {hould
be matter, of Joy, rather than Mourfiing
to the furviving Kindred and Friends.
This Conduc¢t does not feem entirely
void of reafon 5 and certainly, if Heathens
could thus argue; Chriftians, who have
Life and Immortality brought to Light by the
Gospel , have infinitely greater Reafonto be,
ai least reconciled to the Death of fuch
of their Relatives , as dre wn the Lard.

The Text plainly lays a Foundation for
Comjort, under the Lofs of Relations, and
and for fupport againse the Fears of Dearh.
The blefsed Jesus, forefeeing the calami-
tous Circumitances,-into which his Church
would be brought, and the extreme Suf-
ferings , which his profefsing People would
endure, both by Pagan and Antichriftian

Perfecutors, thought proper to {upport the “
Faith , Courage , Patience, and FKidelity of
his Difciples, by many encouraging Pro- \

mifes, to thefe, who fhould perfevere,
with undaunted Relolution in the Profef- L
sion and Practice of his Religion; amongft
which , thatin our Lext merits a principal

Confideratcion.

The ;
I
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The emphatical Manner, in which the
Words are delivered, befpeaks the mighty
Importance of their Subject , and has an E-
vident tendency to awaken our attention
and Confideration. They are usheredin, by
a Vaice from Heaven; The Beloved Dilciple
is charged to Commit them 10 Wriing;
and the holy Spirit of Gop gives his co-
current Teflimony , to their Truth and -
portance!

If we confine the meaning of the Text,
to Times of perfecution and Martyrdom ;
the original Words may be as well trans-
lated , Blefsed are the dead, which die 10t
the LorD, i, e, which lay down their
Lives, for the Teflimony of JEsus , and
become Martyrs , for the Faith and Profef-
sion of his Religion.

: But there feems no necefsity, nor any
\ fufficient Reafon, for making this Limita«
| tion; our common Verfion being as grams
1. matical , and much more comprehenfive

than the other: and it is very certain, that,
not only Martyrs, but alfo all others who

fincerely embrace Chriftianity , and per=
B fe-

|
|
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fevere until Death, in the Belief of it
Doctrines, and in the practice of it’f moft
holy Precepts, may be faid , with great Pro-
priety ,zo0 die in the . orD 3 or,as St.Paul
Exprefles it, * 70 Sleep in Jesws.

I shall therefore, at prefent, take the
Words, in this their Largeft, and moft
extenfive Senfe s as reprefenting unto Us,
that happy and Blefsed State, which all
Good Perfons enter upon ,immediately af-
ter Death. Blefsed are the Dead , which
die in the .ORD , from henceforth , yea
faith the Spirit ,that they may ref? from their
Labours , and their Works do follow Them.

In farther explaining , and Improving
thefe Words, it feems necefsary, Firs T
to shew, what we are to underfland by
Dying tn the LorR D ; for to fuch only the
Promife is here made, that zbey shall ref;
from their Labours, and that their Works
shall follow them. ——~SECONDLY to shew
in what Refpects. Such are Blefsed, ——
THiRDLY to shew the Period , when this

their
(*) 1 Thefl: 4. 14.
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(35.)

their Blefsednefs commences ; which feems
plainly intimated in thefe Words, from
benceforth ——FoUuRTHLY tomake fome
practical Improvement of the Whole; and
then I fhall be naturally led, in the ——
Firra and laft place to give a brief
Character of the Amiable Youth, whofe
mournfull Obfequies have been the Oc-
cafion, of my addrefsing You, at this

Time.

I, Tuen I am briefly to shew, what
Weare tounderftand by Dying inthe L.orD;
for to Such, and Such only is the Promife
of Blefsednefs made in the Text. Dlefsed
are the Dead , which die in the LLORD, ——
1f therefore, (waving the Peculiar Confii-
deration of Martyrdom, or Dying for ihe
| deftimony of Jisus) we confider the Words,
as they ftand in our English Translation ;
to die in the Lorp, will fignify to die in a
State of Friendfhip and Favour withGob,
il thro’ the Merits and Mediation of CurisT.
! To be in the 1.orD ,fignifies ,to be favingly

. united to Him, by a fincere Faith, and
fervent Love: and of Confequence, He
B2 who
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who dies in this happy Condition, dies in
rhe L.ORD ; dies a true Member of his Myf{-
tical Body, and an Heir of that glorious
and eternal Inheritance, which he has pur-
chafed, for the Children of Light. It would
be too tedious, at prefent, to enumerate
the various Marks and Evidences of this
blefsed Union ; it may fuffice to obferve, in
general,  that Thofe may be Juftly. prefu-
med to Die in the LLorp, ——- Who have
had their Peace made with Gop, thro’
the Blood of his Son’s Crofs; — Who
have fincerely repemted of their paft Sins,
with firm Refolutions, and hearty Fndea-
vours after Newnefs of Life, and better
Obedience; = Who have taken GoDp
for their Gop, and [verlafting Portion ;
—— Who have embraced CHRr1sT astheir
SAVIOUR ,their Righteousnefs and Strengths
who have relied upon his precious Merits
alone for Salvation, —— fubmitted to hig
Authority, as their King and Lawgiver,
and received the facred Declarations of his
Will, as the only, unerring Rule oftheir
Duty and Obedience ; — Who have made
it their honeft Fndeavour, to maintain a
Confcience void of Offence towards Gon

and

L
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{7 )
and Man, - to rectify and refine theit
Pafsions,——to purify, exalt, and {piricualize
theirAffections, — to discharge the various
perfonal , and relative Duties of Life
faichfully; —— and finally, who having
fubmitted to all the Sufferings and Afflic-
tions, of the prefent Life, with a filial Re-
fignation and complaceney, peacefully re-
{ign their departing Spirits into the Hands
of the Father of Spirits y with a humble Ex-
pectation of the Mercy of Gop, unto Es
ternal Life. ~ Blefsed are thofe Perfons,
whom the L.orD, at his coming, and at

the Hour of their Death, shall find thus
qualified , and thus employed: Such shall

afsuredly Ref? from their Labours , andtheir
Works shall follow Them. But I proceed
i the

I1d: PracE, to enquire , inwhat Refpedts
Such are blefsed; or, wherein their Blef-
sednefs confifts,

And this is plainly intimated in the
Words , under two Particulars —— 1%.2bey
vef from their Labours ; and 29, Their
Works do follew Them. 1 {hall therefore

B 3 con-
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Experience, and therefore not to be dispus
ted. Kvery Man feels it in himfelf, gnd
fees it in others. INo State, no Condition
of Life can exempt us from a Share in the
Great , and manifold Afilictions , which are
incident to Humanity: Nor can the very
beft of Men claim a Priviledge , above
others, in this Refpect, while in a State
of Trial and Probation.

Tue Perfonal Labours and Troubles of
human Life, would appear to be countlefi
in their INumber, and many of them grie-
vous in their Nature and Circumftances .
it we confider the weaknefs and helplefs
Condition of our Infantile State , = the
Vanity of Youth, —— the Cares of Man-
hood, and the Infirmities of a Decrepid
| old Age; ~—— ‘The Legions of inward Di-
i {eafes, and the Numbers of outward Acei.
dents and Difafters, to which our Bodies
are daily expofed; and by which they are
rendered , as it were, Engines of exquifite
Torture to the Soul, by means of their
{trict and intimate Union with it y ~— The
Miferies of an unhappy Conftitution, or a
~melancholy Temper, to which the very

Blood
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Blood and Spirits of many naturally difpofe
them ; —— The tyrannical and rebellious |
Nature of the Pafsions, in our prefent im-
perfeét State , which often depofe Reafon
from.its Throne , throw the Soul into |
many Tumults, and prove the unhappy
Occafion, of much Sin and Mifery ; ——
The Lofses in our outward Eftates, ~— The
Crofses and Disappointments, ‘which we
meet with, in moft of our Defigns and Ex-
pectations ; —— The Perfidy and Inconftan-
¢y of Friends, and the malicious Treatment d
of Enemies; ~— The Snares and Temp-
tations which Accompany a profperous i
Condition , and the Anguish and Mifery
which attend a State of Adverfity; —
The Cares and Labours, which are necef-
sary to fupply the continual Wants of our
Bodies, and the Dangers and ‘Temptations
which hourly threaten the Deftru¢tion of
our Souls. ¥

AGain; if we confider Man in a Social
or Relative State; we Thall find his Labours
to encreafe in Proportion as his focial,
and relative Connections in Life are en-
creafed. ‘The relative States of Magiftrate

and ‘
!
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and Subje&t, of Mafter and Servant, of
Husband and Wife, of Parent and Child
&c. have Each of them their peculiar Ina
| cumbrances, which often render them ve-
ry Grievous and infupportable : as is evi-
dent from the following Tnftances ; the Care
of Families y and Kind concern for near
and dear Relations ; -~ Our folicitude tor
their Happinefs; —— Our tender Sympa-
thy with Them, in their Sufferings; our
Anxious and reftlefs Defires to help, and
comfort Them , in their Diftrefses, and
the tender Sorrow and Regret we f{uffer;
A when we cannot relieve Them; —— From
the Lofs, and Grief we Endure by being
deprived of dear and nec&fsary Friendsy ——s

c and above all, from the heart-breaking Vio-
| lence , that we fuffer , when Death {nat-
| ‘ ches away from us, thofe Objeéts of our
& tendereft Affeétions which, by the Laws

of Gop and Nature, are molt intimately
Parzis of ourfelves.

L

. |
r AvL thefe are fore Labours,which befet
us on Every Side, .in:this Valley of Tears ,

and of which we haveé a moft quick and
fenfible Feeling.

> BESIDES

T, — e
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BEsIDES ; If we Extend our Views alittle
farther , and Confider the Calamities of
War; ~— The Devaftation of Countries,
and Depopulation of Cities by Famine,
Peftilence and the Sword ; — The Multi-
tudes of our Fellow-creatures, who are daily
groaning under the heavy Yoke of Tyran-
ny, or tortured, under the Iron Teeth of
Perfecution; —~ the Diftrefs of the Nee-
dy; —~~ the Lamentations of the Oppref-

sed, and the Cries of defolate Widows,

and helplefs Orphans: as we are Parts
of human Nature, fuch Scenes of Mi.

fery cannot! but affect us; and the more
refined and virtuous our Sentiments are,
the more fenfible and painful will our Fee-
ling be, of thefe general Calamities , under
which fo great a Part of our Species is
daily fuffering,

Tuese Labourss the Chriftian Endures,
in this Life, in common with Others, But
he has another Set of Sorrows , peculiar to
Himfelf, arifing from thofe new Views,
and refined Sentiments, with which Chrif-
tianity has infpired Him. How sharp are
the Confli¢ts , which arife in the Good

Man'’s

R :
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Man’s Breaft, from the Oppofition-of the
Flesh againft the Spirit; from the Power
and Prevalency of Indwelling Sin , and
from thofe violent Afsaults of Temptation,
- ggainft which he is continually watching,
and {triving. —— What"Struggles to main-
tain his Integrity, and preferve his Inno-
cence , amidft the Contagion of univerfal
Depravity , and prevailing Lufts | — what
Pangs of bitter Remorfe does he feel, from
thofe inward Irregularities of Defire , which

are either freely Indulged, or intirely un-
noticed by Others! —— what anxious Fears
diftrefs his Soul, when his heavenly
Hopes are eclipfed, by fome intervening
Cloud of Guilt, or when the Evidences of
his good Eftate God-wards are darkened,
or embarrafsed, by fome irregular Step,
or criminal Indulgence! How does He
" mourn , when deprived of fenfible Com-

munion with Gop in Ordinances , or when

-I'!-

he feels a Garnal Indolence, lying heavy
upon his Soul, and Impeding its vigorous
b s Efforts Heaven-ward !

Nor Can the real Chriftian be an uncon-
cerned Specdtator of the Wickednefs and
C 2 Im-
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Impiety of Others. If we have any Zeal
for God’s Glory, any real Concern for his
Honour , or any Bowels of Compafsion
torthe perishing Souls of Men, we cannot
help being affected with Sorrow ,to fee the
Obftinacy, and I'heughtlefsnefs of Sinners,
many of whom , perhaps ,are nearly related
to Us; to fee immortal Spirits wilfully,
and knowingly plunging Themfelves into
the Abyfs of endlefs Mifery, and rushing
headlong , with open Eyes , into the Tophet
of Unquenchable Fire , by a Courfe of open
rebellion, againft the Uwivirsar KING;
. ~— 10 hear the Name of Gop profaned
'=' by licentious Tongues;to fee his Sabbaths
broken — his Sanétuaries left defolate ==
his Ordinances forfaken -~ his Laws
neglected, and his Gospel defpifed. It cannot
but touch our Souls with Grief', to fee the
Great Progrefs of Atheistn, Infidelity, and
Immorality , under the Clear Light of the
Gospel; and to fe¢e fo great a Part of the
World utterly deftitute of the {faving Know-
Jedge of Gon, bowing down before dumb
Idols; or paying that Homage to the Hoft
of Heaven yswhich is only due to their ado-
raple Maker, Good Men in every Age,

have

1
?
!

\'s
&
LG i
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have been much grieved, and affli¢ted , by
thefe "Things (*) The righteous Soul of Lot
was vexed from Day to Dayy by bearing the
filthy Conwver/fation, and [eeing the unlawful
Deeds of the wicked Sodomites. (1) Rivers
of waters randown the Eyes of David becaufe
Men kepr not God's “Law. He bebeld the
Transgrefsion of the Wicked , and was grie-

ed becaufe they kept not God’s Word. . We
alfo fee, how deeply the Wickednefs and
Defolation of Gods People affected Good
Jeremiah. (§) Nor need I farther obferve
the Sufferings of Perfecution, which in a
greater, or lefser Degree, are the certain
Portion of all, who live Godly in CHRIST

e Jesus. (1)

ALL thefe are Afflictions peculiar to Good
Men, in this Life; and which thofe feel
moft {enfibly , who are moft eminent
for piety and real Goodnefs. Thefe
- are the many Tribulations, thro’ which e
‘ muft pafs into the Kingdom of Heaven; the
Difcipline of our fpiritual Warfare , the
Tryals of our Faith,and the Proofs of our

” Love
) 2 Pet. 2: 7, 8. (1) Pf. 119: 136, 158,
($) Jerdg s 1, 2 (1) 2 Tim. 3: 12.
| Lam: 33 40 « 1.
- C 3
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Love , Patience , and Fidelity to Gob.
While we are here Below, we are Proba-
tioners for Heaven, and Affli¢tion is that
¥urnace, by which our Souls are purified,
refined and fublimated: and thus qualified
for Soaring , on the Wings of Faith, and
Love to that Region of perfeé¢t Peace and
Serenity. But, altho’ it muft be confefsed,
that thefe Calamities contribute much to
the real and fpiritual Advantage of Chrifz
tians, thro’ the wife and gracious Superin-
tendency of Gop, who brings Light out of
Darknefs , and Good out of Evil, and
caufeth @/l Things to Work together for Good
to them that love Him; yet, it muft be
Likewife confefsed , that o Affliction , is , for
the Prefent , Yoyous , but Grievous. All thefe
Labours are real and f{enfible Evils, un-
der which the very beft of Men groan and
are burdened, in this mortal State, not-
withftanding that they bear them with Pa.
tience , and Refignation to the divine Plea-
fure. |

Is it not therefore a great Blefsednefs,
for

(*) Hebr. 12: 11,
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for the Children of Gop to reft from thefe
various, and manifold Labours; to be dif-
charged from this Warfare, and to find a
fafe Retreat in the filent Grave, from the
Cares, Sorrows and Afilictions of this ty-
multuous World ? Thofe {olitary Manfiong
of the Dead feem’d no inconfiderable Re-
lief, in the Eyes of Job, when under the
prefsure of heavy Afflictions: 7here, fayshe,
the Wicked ceafe from Troubling , and the
Weary be at Ref? 5 theretbe Prifonners reff to-
gether, they hear not the Voice of the Oppref-
sor: The fmall and the Great are there, and
twe Servant is free from his Mafler.(*) ——
Is it not a comfortable Confideration to
the People of Gop under all their Afilic-
tions, to be afsured, that the Key which
opens the Gates of the invifible World,
will ufther Them into a State of perfet Rea
f pofe and Tranquillity, beyond the Reach
of Fear or Danger, of Sorrow or Trouble,

b
of Sin or Tempration; — thatthe Yordan
of Death will feperate Them, from all the
-l Labours and Fatigues of their Wildernefs-
State, and land Them fafe upon the
shores

(*) Job 3: 17 &e.
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shores of Eternity ; where They may look
back, with a heart-felt Joy, on the tem-
peftuous Ocean of Time, thro’ which they
have been fafely conducéted by the Gui-
dance of divine Grace? Oh! how willthe
Chriftian Exult, and triumph when He
finds Himfelf., Abfent from the Body! and
prefent with the Lorp ! when Death shall
have opened the Prifon Doors of his Flesh,
knock’d off the Fetters of remaining Infir-
mity and Corruption, and tranflated Him,

quick as Lightning, to that new Jerufa-
lem above, where Gop Himfelf fhall wipe

away all Tears from bis Eyes, and where
[ball be no more Deaih , neither Sorrow , nor
crying yueither fhallthere be anymore Pain, (*)

odly Nor only do Thofe who dic i1 the
1.oRD, reft from their Ladours; but thewr
Works do follow Lhem, But alas! how 1m-
pofsible is it, for Us to defcribe this po-
{itive Part of the Saints Blefsednefs, in a
feparate State 3 that Exceeding greas and
Fternal Weight of Glory y which., Eye hatb not
feen, nor Ear heard, nor hbatb it entered
11720

(*) Rev. 21: 4.
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into the Thoughts of Man to conteive. (* )
And indeed, as it is impofsible for Us to
defcribe what we cannot conceive 5 {0 it
is much better, and fafer for Us, to con-
template the pofitive Glories of Heaven,
with filent Wonder, and believing Admi-
ration , than fruitlefSly to attempt a Des=
{cription of Them, beyond the plain intis
mations of Scripture.

Tue Glories of Heaven would lofe
much of their native Grandeur , could
they be fuppoled level to our finite Capas
cities , -and dark conceptions. Even He,
who , by a peculiar Favour , was caught
up into ehe third Ieavens , declares that
He heard unfpeakable Words ., from its blef-
sed Inhabitants, (1) which 1t is mpofsible
for a Man to utter : exprelsive, no doubt,
of their fublime Ideas, and exalted Joys,
This, however, we may affirm with cer-
tainty, that the pofitive Blefsednefs of the
Saints there, muft be Something worthy
the infinite Magnificence , Goodnefs and
Generofity of a Gon! ~— Something
-‘? worthy

!’i*) I Cor: 2 Qs (1) a2 Cor: 14: 4.
D

Harvard University, Houghton Library, hyde_ac7 k7727 760r-METS



(20 )

worthy the exuberant Overflowings of his
Love, and the incomprehenfible Richnefs
of his Grace! —- Something worthy the
boundlefs Merit of the SaviouRr’s Blood;
and which muft give a fuitable Display, of
the infinite Importance of the Scheme of
Redemption! In Heaven, Gop is faid to
nake known the Riches of bis Goodnefs on the
vefsels of Mercy, whom be bath afore pre.
pared unto Glory. (*)

He will display , as it were on a Zheaier,
the infinite Riches of his Glory to his Peo-
ple, and give Them a convincing Proof,

.-how great, and how Good a Being He
1s. There they shall See Ldim as be 15,
cloathed in all the Rays of refplendent Ma-
jefty ; and this fight shall not only render
the Spectators happy, but'alfo afsimulate

Them, into Somewhat of the fame Likenefs,
and make Them partake , according to their
Capacities, of the fame Felicity ; for, adds

the Apoftle, They shall be like Him. ()

On! the unfpeakable Blefsednefs of that
Knowledge, which shall fee Gop asleis;
which

(*) Rom, 93 23. (t) 1 Joh. 3: 2.
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which shall contemplate the Perfeétions of
his Nature, the Myfteries of his Providence,
the Grandeur of his works, and the un-
fathomable depths of his Love to the Sons
of Men! — Oh! the inconceiveable Joy
and Felicity of that State , wherein glorified
Saints shall be ever choofing, ever delighting
in the fupreme Good; ~— Ever drinking
large Draughts of that celeftial River of
pure Pleafures, which flows at God’s Right
Hand ; and ever partaking of that Fulnefs of

Joy, in his Prefence, which shall pervade,
and replenish every Capacity of their 1m-
mortal Spirits !

A BLESSEDNESs this , fufficient to charm,
and captivate every Intelligent Mind , even
amid{t the moft flattering Offers of Sin,and
{enfual Pleafure, which furround and {oli-
cite Us in our prefent Circumfitances; and
yet, this is afsuredly the Blefsednefs of

1 hofe, who die in the 1.orD.

Tueir Works shall follow Them , fays the
Text. Scripture Phrafes ,like this, are not
to be {o underftood , as tho’ fucure Blef-
sednefs was a proper Debt due to Us, and
pleadable by Us, as the Reward of our

D 2 -~ Good
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Good Works,  Such an Interpretation 1is
neither agreeable to the Analogy of Iaith,
nor to the Reafon of things : for altho
Death is the proper and deferved Wages of
Sin, yet Eternal Life is the meer unimeri-
ted GirT oF GoD,2hr0’ JESUS CHRIST
o1 L. orRD. (*) Alafs ! we are at the beft bus
unprofitable Servants. (1) Al our Righteous-
nefses are , in point of Merit , but 45
filthy Rags. (§) There is fo much Defeét,
and Imperfection adhering even to our moft
virtuous Actions, and our moft devout Ser-
vices, that they cannot ftand the Teft of
our own impartial Examination , much lefs
of the holy and Heart-fearching Gop !nay;
(o far are our Good Works in themfelves,
from meriting Life, that their Many De.
ficiencies really deferve Death; for 7f Gop
chould be firilt to Mark Iniguity , even in
our holy Things, who could fland Juitilied
in his righteous Judgement? (}) —— And
therefore , the Gospel directs our Evyes to
«he meer unmerited Grace and Bounty of
G 0D, as the only Source of all the faving

' Mercies

(*) Rom. 6: 23, (1) Luke 17: 10,
(§) If. 64: 6, (}) PL 1303 3.
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NVercies We now Enjoy, and of all the
I—-_[ﬂppinefg for which We hOPG. .By Grace
we are faved, thro’ Faith; and thar not of
our felves 5 it is the Gift of GobD: nor of
W oRrKs, adds the Apoftle, /aft any May
skould boaft. (%) |

Hence you fee the Notion of Merit,
{trictly {fpeaking , is formally and entirely de-
{troyed by the Apoftle; and could we even
fuppofe our Works meritorious, yet they are
{o infinitely disproportionate to the hea-
venly Blefseanefs , that the latter can in
» no proper Senfe be called a Reward of the
former: St. Paul declares this of the Suf-
ferings of Perfecution and Martyrdom ,
which certainly claim the firft place in the
Catalogue of Good Works. 7 reckon , lays
He , zhat the fufferings of this prefent Time,
are not worthy to be compared with the Glory,
o which shall be vevealed in Us. (t) Indeed,
# the only Merit, which we can plead with
' {afety before Gobp, is his own M €rcy , as
it is Exercifed thro’ JEsus Cunrist.

YET
(*) Ep..2: 8, 9. (1) Rom. 8: 18,

D3
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YET Gop is pleafed {ometimes to
propofe Heaven, under the Notion of a
Reward, in order to quicken our Zeal and
Diligence in Well-doing.. Thus we are
encouraged 7o fight for the Crown of Righ-
teousnefs. (*y — Toprefs towards the Mark
for the Prize of our bigh Calling. (1). To
yun with Patience our Chriftian Courfe, for
the Yoy fet before us, (§) —— Andto be
freadfaft , unmoveable and abounding in the
Work of the Lorp; fromthe Hope thatour
Labour will norbe invain. (1) —Ina Word,
Gop has eftablished fuch a Connection, be-
eween our Diligence in his Service here,
and our future Happinefs , that we are
taught to Regard the heavenly Blefsednefs
as, in fome Refpects, a Recompence of
Reward , thro’ the Merit and Mediation of
Jesus CuRrisT. In this Senfe therefore,
our Good works , and thefe light Afftictions
which are but for @ Moment , work 0ut for s
a far more Exceeding and Lternal Weight of
Glory. (**) —— In this Senle, may we

hope
£*) 9 Timle §51. (1) Phil. 3: 14.

(§) Hebr, 12: 1, 2, (}) 1 Cor. 153 58,
(**) 2 Coni4 R0
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hope that our Works sbhall follow us , and
remain with Us for ever,in the fubftantial
Fruits of a glorious and eternal Reward.
—— In this Senfe, we may reafonably be-
lieve, zhai our Prayers , and our Alms go up
as a Memorial before Gop , like thofe of pious
Cornelius; (*) and that, by Charitable Deeds
We may make to our {elves Friends of the
Mammon of Unrighteoufne/s ; that when We
fail here , they may receive Us into everlaf-
ting Habitarions. (1) In this Senfe, thofe
who caf their Dread upon the Waters , may
expect tojindit after many Days; (§ ) and fuch,
as lend wnto the 1LorD , by having compal-
| sion on the Poor, may afluredly Iixpeét an
o abundant Reward. (**)

T u e Works of the Saints will , doubtlefs,

be the Rule and Meafure of their Reward,

{3 altho’ they cannot be its meritorious Caufe;
| for, every one shall receive the things done
g in bis Body, according to that he bath dope,
o whether Good or Bad. (1) And this, we
| fee, is exactly agreeable to CHrisT’s own
Re-

o
-

]
(") A&s, 10t 4o (1) Luk. 16: 9. (§) Eccl, 115 1. :
(‘”) and Prov. 10: I/ ([} 2 C'{Jr,; * £0),

P "F"ﬂ"r- .
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| Reprefentation - of - the future Judge-
| ment. (*). — INor are we to doubt, but

Bt the Degree of Blefsednefs will alfo bear a

" Proportion to the Degree of Services, or
Sufferings, we have gone thro’, in the
Caufe of CarisT upon Earth ; this feems not
obfcurely intimated in holy Writ. () »——
Upon the Whole ; we may be afsured of it
as amofil certain Truth, that G oo wi// 7o¢
forget ,our Work and Labour of Love ,which
we sheww unto bis Name; but that our moft
private Services, our moft {¢cret Prayers,
Tears , Groans and Defires , which are
the Fruit of a true Kaith, and the Ofl.
{pring of a fincere Love, are now written

,/ in the Book of his Remembrance , and shall
be openly and abundantly Tew arded, o the
Day, that great and Important D‘iy s whers
He shall make up bis ‘/Mci .(§) = How
Great an Argument, how {irong an kEn-

couragement is this,not only to real Piety,
but alfo to indefatigable Diligence , and
high Attainments 11 the divine thL {ecm |

| o We shall shine , with 1d11‘c111=m1shcd LuI’tm
-\ on

| ‘ (%) SeeMat,25: 38.totheend. (1) Dan.12: 3.and 2-Core.
b 150 41, 42. (§) See Mats 6: 6, and Mal, 3: 16

T ——_ =
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on the Day of Retribution; in Proportion
to the Degrees of our Zeal, and Aétvity
in the Caufe of Gop and Virtue , in this
World! —— But in the

s L e - -
¥ e T "h‘_ e

IT1¢: PLack ‘We here find the Time limi-
ted , when this Blefsednefs of departed
daints shall commence : ~— it is from bence-
Jorth; namely, from the Hour of their
Departure, out of this Life. ——

Here is no_intermediate State of purga-
torial Sufferings ; no intervening Lethargy,
or Infenfibility of the Soul; no Procraftina-
tion of promifcd Happinefs: But an imme-
diate, inftantaneous Fruition of Blefsed-
nefs. No foonerarethe Labours of the Day
finished, and the Shadows of the Evening
advanced ; but the Labourers are called
Home to Enjoy their Reft , and receive their
Wages, (*) — Fhe penitent Thief (who,

|9 according to the Romish Doétrine of Pur-
-JJ’ gatory, certainly needed that Place of Pu-
B rification, as much as any Man) received

the Promife of being with his Lory , in Pa-

7adife, the very day of his Departure. (1) e
l'-'."l Lu.
() Mat. 20; 8§, (1) Luke 23+ 43.

E
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Lazarus, at the Inftant of his Death, was
transported by Angels into Abrabams Bo-
Jom , and was Comforted ; whillt Dives
finds himfelf as inftantly, in the Place of
Torment (*) —~ Nor can We fuppofe,
~that Saint Paul dreamed of any Delay of
Blefsednefs , when he defired fo earneftly
10 be abfent from the Body, that He might
be prefent with the Lorp (). —— That the
Blefsednefs of the Saints will be greatly

augmented, by the Reunion of their Souls
with their glorified Bodies after the Refurs
reCtion , and general Judgment , when
all the Capacities of their entire Nature

shall be replenished with an adequate and

compleat Kelicity , is not indeed to be
doubted; but ftill, methinks, it is evident
from a Variety of Confiderations , that
thereisa Refl from Labour, and a Satisfaltion
of Happine/s allotted to the People of Gob,
from the very Moment of their Sleeping in
JESUS. Blefsed are the Dead which die in the
Lorb, from henceforth yea, /uith the Spirit,
that they may reft from their Labours, and

their Works do follow Them. But I Pro-
ceed in the [ Vi,

(") Luk. 16: 22, 03, (1) 2 Cor, z: 8,
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[Vib: Prace to gaw a few practical In-
ferences from the Doétrine ~— And

1st: IT is obvious, how ftrongly the Doc.
trine of our Text recommends Faith in
CHRIST, and a holy Life. Thofe, who
are intitled to this Happinefs , muft of Ne:

cefsity be /s the Lorp, and be adorned
with {uch Good Works , as are the natural

Fruits of Faith, and Love. Now Fuith is
that Grace, which unites Us to CHRIST,

incorporates Us into his myftical Body , de-
rives {piritual Life from Him, theHeadof

w Divine Influences ; and which makes Us Par-
| takers of his Holinefshere , and intitlesusto
5 o that peaceful , and incorruptible Inheritance

of the Saints, in Light hereafter (*). ——
Let Us, therefore, put on the Lorp Jrsus
Curist, by a true Faith , and not make
Provifion for the Flesh ro fulfillits Lufls , (1) as

o ever We hope to partake of the Blefsednefs
dlo defcribed.  For Such only are intitled to
1 Indemnity , before the Tribunal of Gob,
| and to his eternal Favour, who are ix
CHRIST
(*) See John 1: 12, and 3: 16, 36, and 15: 5. and

1 Joh 5t 5, 12, (1) Rom. 13: 14-

| DR’
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CorisT 88us, and who walk not after the
Flesh , byt afterthe Spirit. (") =— Let my
Hearers®, therefore Confider well , that
the Blefsednefs, in the Text,is not promi-
fed to All indifferently ; but only to Such
as die-in the LorD 3 and that, in Order tO
our Dying in the Lorp , it is necefSary that
our Life  here should be @ Life of Faith
wpon the Son of Gop, and of fincere £io-
Jinefs 3 withous whick , none shall feehis Face
in Mercy. (1) = There is, in Short, a
necefsary and indispenfable Connection be-
tween prefent Holinefs, and furure Happi-
nefs 5 and therefore , Everyone, who bath this
Hope in Him , purifiech Iimfelf 5 as Gob 15
pure. (§) And, certainly this glorious Hope
has a fufficient Importance init, toenforce
the fevereft and moft felf-denying Doc-
trines of the Gospel, upon our Practice,
would We impartially confider it; and let
it have but the fame Influence upon our
Minds, which fenfual and carnal MMotives
daily produce. With what Care and De-

ligence , with how much Sweat and Fatigue
are

('l) Rﬂm. 8 I, (1-) Gﬂl- Q3 20. [Ifbl ) 1 A 14'
(§) 1 Johi 333
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are our worldly Hopes daily purfued, altho’
fo unfatisfadtory in their Nature, and fo
short in their Duration! Is it not therefore,
Matter of Wonder, that fuch grend Hopes
as thofe of the Chriftian, {o glrious a Reft,
fo great o Reward , and {0 fubflantial a
Blefsedne/s , should not be purfued with a
Diligence, proportionate to their fuperior
Excellency , and infinite Duration ! And:
would not one be tempted to think, that
thofe excellent Things, which are [poken of
the celeftial City of .our Gop, and which
are promifed to his Saints, are neither Ao-

A ped for , nor believed by multitudes of pro-
fefsing Chriftians, who feem fo carele/sand

inactive , in the Work of their heavenly
Calling! And does not this {eem an expe-
rimental Proof of that awful Scripture ,
which informs us, that but few shgll be
faved  of that grear Number , which are
oL | externally called, to the Priviledges of the
- Gospel?2: (*) —— Again ~——

odly: Tur doctrine affords us a power-
ful Confolation,againft the 'ear of Death;
a Fear

(*) Mat, 232: 14

"~
- Al |

&

T s — Faa
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a Fear, by which many , during their whole
Lifetime y are fubje to Bondage. (¥) ——
Nature shudders and shrinks back, at the
thoughts of a Diffolution; and Sin, which
is zhe Sting of Death , {till augments the
Terror and renders it almoft Infupportable:
But Chriftianity banishes this Troubler
of our Peace, and gives Nature a Courage
and Fortitude , againtt 2bzs laft Enemy, which
no Human Principles, or moral Confidera-
tions could pofsibly infpire. Adored ,theres
fore, be that Grace, which teaches Us
to {ing, that triumphant Song, even inthe
nearelt Views of our laft Conflict ; O Death, .

where is thy Sting? O Grave, where isthy g

L]
Vicory? The Sting of Death is Sin, and
the Strengrh of Sinis the Law; but thanks be 1o
Gob which giveth us the Viktory, thro’ our -
Lorp Jesus Curist. (). £
How courageously may the Chriftian >

march again{t that Enemy, over which He
is afsured of a compleat Victory, by Him
who hath deflroyed his Power! — FHow
effectually do the fure Hopes of a glorious
| Reft,

(*) Heb. 2: 15, (1) 1 Cors 15 455 57
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Reft, and an Eternal Reward, enlighten
the dark Valley of the Shadow of Death , and
change the King of errors into a Mefien-
ger of Peace, and-an Harbenger of Endlefs
Felicity! — How contentedly, yea, how
Joyfully , may the Good Man receive the
Summons of Death, when FHe confiders it as
a necefsary Pafsage toReft and Happinefs;
and when he reflects , that the very Moment
he ceafes to be miferable here, he shall
find Himfelf, in actual Pofsefsion of that
blefsed fnberitance , which is incorrupsible

wndefiled ,and which feadeth not away! —

_ »» O LorDp , do thou encreafe this Faith , and
ftrengthen this Hope in Each of our Hearts;
‘" that we may thence derive a ftrong Confo-

ation, and an unshaken Confidence at the
Hour of our great Change! O do thou fuf-
fer None of Us , to forfeit this glorious
Priviledge , by a Gracelefs , unbelieving
ungodly Life; from which we can Expett
nothing but Horror, Remorfe, and Despair
i inour dying Moments , and an Endlefs Ecer-

| nity of unmixed Mifery!” — Again ———

3dly: Tue Doctrine is Excellently calcu-
lated to fupport our Minds, under all the
In-
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Injuries y, and Afllictions , we may meet
with in this World.

Tue Heathens, indeed, could promife
Themfelves a Retreat by Death, from the
Miferies of this L.ife ;and many of Them,
upon this Principle, had Recourfe to Self-
murder, under the Prefsure of heavy Af-
flictions ; not KXnowing, or, at leaft, not
confidering , the terrible Guilt of fuch a
horrid Aétion: But, all beyond the Grave
was, to Them, @ Land of Darkne/s. The
Immortality of the Soul, and a future Scate
of Rewards and Punishments, altho’ f/rce
nnously wrged by Some of their Philofo-
phers, was but flenderly believed by the
Generality 5 and cheir Notions of a future
State, as they were meerly conjeCtural ,
fo they were very infufficient Motives for
holy Living , and patient Suffering. But ,
as Life and Immortality are clearly borought
1o Light by the Gospel: The Chriltian is
not only taught to expecta Reff, by Death,
from all the Labours and Afflictions of this
Life; but alfo an exceeding Great s and
Lternal Reward. He is enabled to regard
Aflliction, as the Chaftifement of a kind

and
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and loving Father, who intend’s his Good ,
0 — as the Medicine of his Spirit, — and
i the necefsary Means of his Perfection. He
’ _ is taught to regard Patience under Suffe.

rings, and Reﬁgnntion to the Will Of'GODj
not only as necefsary Duties, but reward-
able Virtues ;the faithful Exercife of which
will beabundantly recompenced , in another

World.

WuaT a fubftantial Support is this,
therefore , amidft the Calamities of this
prefent Life, to be afsured , that a// thefe are
working together for Good to 1hem thar love
Gobp ; md that zbe Comparatively /ight
Afflictions of this Life, which are, as it
were , but for a Moment , work out for thofe,
who bear them patiently, in Obedience
._ to the Will of Gob , a far more Exceeding

and Eternal Weight of Glory I (*)~— ng
| Confolation may the affli¢ted Chriftian find,

ey in that divine Sentence of the infpired A-
poftle, (1) We rejoice,fays He, in Hope of
ihe Glory of Gon: and not only fo , bur we
Glory in Tribulation alfo , knowing that Tri=

bulation

') 2 Cor. 4: 17, () Rom, 5: 3, 5§
K
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bulasion worketh Patience ; and Patience
Lxperience 5 and Experience , Hope 5 and
ope maketh not ashamed 5 becanfe the Love
of Gob is shed abroad in our Hearts, by the
holy  Ghoft , which is given unto Uss ——
Once more

Athly: AND LasTLy; The Dorine in
our I'ext ought to prevent our indulging
an immoderate and excelsive Grief, upon
the Death of our pious Friends, or Rela-
tives.

IT is, indeed, natural and innocent to e
mourn,and lament fuch Lofses; otherwife !4‘
JEsus would not have wepz, at the Grave ’
of Lazarus. ¢*) Tt would rather be a :
Proof of an wnnatural Infenfibility, than of
Chrifiian Refignation , to be entirely un-
concerned upon fuch Occafions. As it is b b
an unipeakable Lofs to the World, fo it
is an honeft Occafion of Tears, and La- .
mentations , when zhe Righteous perish , |
and when merciful Men are taken away;

when the godly Man ceafeth, and when the

faithe

(*) John, 11:¢ 33,
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faithful fail, from - among the Children of
Men. But, when we give an immoderate
loofe to thofe Pafsions, and refufe to be
comforted; this is to mourn as thofe, who
bave no [lgpe, and to indulge an Excefs,
which is very displeafing to Gobp, and
very inconfiftent with the Genius of the
Chriftian Religion. [Blefsed are the Dead ,
evbich die in the LLorD. Are, therefore,
Our deceafed Friends or Relations among
this happy Number? - Have they be-
lieved in CurisT , and governed their
Hearts, and Lives, by the Precepts of his
Gospel 2 —— Why then should we be in-
confolable ? ~— Do we regret their Blel-
sednefs , and lamenc their Felicity 2 ——
Would we willingly bring them down
again from Abrabawr’s Bofomr , from the
beatific Vifion, and from the noble Com-
pany of Angels, Saints , and Martyrs ,
and involve them afresh in all the La-
bours and Calamities of this wretched

Life 2 ~—— Is our immoderate Sorrow

for their Happinefs, a Good argument
of our Love to Them ? Or, does not
fuch a Behaviour rather argue Want of

F o Con-

Harvard University, Houghton Library, hyde_ac7 k7727 760r-METS




At ] r_'#-—p——-dlﬁn-..t--——--#-—-—l Cp— I L e st & - = T i —

EAEEe

(49 )

Confideration, or of Chriftian Hope ? —
Surely , the incomparable Gain of Such
should reconcile us tothe lofs of their Com-
pany here; and engage us toadore that Sove-
reign LorD, of the invifible World, who has
taken them away from the Evil to come ,and
put them in Pofsefsion of a Happinels /arge
as their Wishes, and duwrable as their im-
mortal Spirits, Let Thofe , therefore ,
who are exercifed with fuch Trials, learn
to moderate their Grief, by Chriftian
Principles ; quietly to fubmit, and refign
to the wife and merciful Providence of
Gop; and, above all, to make it their
principal Concern to be Followers of Them ,
wWwho , thro’ Faith gnd Patience, now tnperit

the Promifes. (%)
! am now in the

Vi: ANp laft Place , to pay a fmall
Tribute to the Memory of the Decealed ;
whofe premature Death has been the Oc-
cafion of Our Meeting together, at prefent,

I know, indeed , that the Panegy-

I1Ccs
(%) Heb, 6: 12,
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rics and Encomiums, commonly beftowed
in funeral Sermons , are generally fuspeéted
of Partiality, and Prejudice;and , perhaps,
not entirely without Reafon.

DrEATH 1s apt to renew, and retouch
all the foft and tender Traces of Friend-
ship , between the Living and the Dead; —
to bring into our Remembrance every en-
dearing Accomplishment , and friendly
Dispofition of the deceafed ; to throw a
Vail over their Infirmities, and to f{et
their Virtues in advantageous Per/pective,
before us. Hence, we can {carcely refrain
from being lavish, in the Praifes of our de-
ceafed Friends. The tender, and affec-

tionate Sentiments, wWhich this final Sepa-
ration awakens in our Minds, often en-

i

e gage us to exceed the Limits of Truth in
| our Commendations, and paint their Vip-
gt tues by Swperiatives.

HowEvER,my Brethren, I need not be
tedious in drawing the Charaéter of the
amiable Young Perfon, who is the Sub-
je€t of this Defcription : The general
| ¥ 3 Know-
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Knowledge , which moft of my Hearers
had of Him, and the univerfal good Cha-

racter, which he juftly fuftained , with all
who knew Him, render this unnecefsary

and impertinent.

I uap the Pleafure of his Acquaintance,
nearly four Years; a great Part of which
Time , 1 lived under the fame Roof with
Him ; and therefore can fay, from my
own certain Knowledge, that he has left
but few Equals, of his Age and Opportu-
nities, in any Thing truely laudable and

praife-worthy ; fo far as I am capable of 3
judging , or, diftinguishing real Merit,

Gop had endued Him with excellent
natural Parts ; ‘with a tenacious Memory,

a Good Underftanding , 2 folid Judg- b
ment., and a Prudence , which were i)
truely {urprifing , and far above what are i

common to his Years and Education: nor
did He , like many , neglect thofe Gilts
of Heaven , or bury thofe Talents 45 the
Eqrth ; He was diligent in embmc_mg
every Opportunity of cultivating, and im-

pro-
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proving his Mind ; doing for others, what
Good Offices lay in his Power,

WauiLe GOD permitted Him to enjoy
any Degree of Health, He was a Lover
of Company, and of Books; but always
preferred fuch of both , as afforded the
moft folid Improvement.

IT may be juftly faid of Him , as it
was of Timothy , 2hat from a Child he
knew the boly Scriptures , which make wifé
unto Salvation , thro’ Faith in C ur1s T« (¥)

.,, And , we may fafely apply to Him, what
5 David afcribes to the Man, whom he pro-
nounces blefsed; that (1) bis Delight was

in the Law of Gop, and,that in bis Law

did be meditate both Day and Night. The

lively Oracles of G o p were his daily Com-

j y panions, and Counfellors; in fo much ,
that, I believe, I may fafely venture to
| affirm, that no Day has pafsed, for fome
o) Years, when Health would permit, wherein
he has not had Recourfe to thefe Fun-

2AIns of Iruth § thefe JVords of Eternal

Life,

(*) 2 Tim. 3: 14, (PL 1o
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Life. It was his Cuftom alfo to read the
Holy Scriptures , (not as too many do)
in a light, carelefs, and fuperficial Man-
nerj but with great Reverence and At-
tention; deliberately paufing upon the fa-
cred Text, and ftudying to know the {pi-
ritual Senfe, and Meaning of what He read:
And , indeed, the Fruits of this ferious
Application , tothe Study of the Scriptures,
were very confpicuous 3 not only in
his general Behaviour, but alfo in that fu-
perior Degree of {piritual Knowledge, of
which He he gave fome very convincing
Proofs in Converfation ;, notwithitanding

his great Modefty, ——

HE was of a grave, fober and compo{‘ed}
Spirit, far above his Years; and would of-
ten cenfurethe Levity, and Inconfideration
of Youth, in very fevere and judicious
Terms. He had a true Zeal for the Glory 3
of Gop, was charmed with the Excellency -
of Virtue , and had a holy Indignation again{k
all the Vicesand Corruptions , of the prefent
Age ; oftenexprefsing his wonder , bow the
Patience of Gop could bear with 1he ﬁzdzgfgz-

ties
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ties and Affronts, which be datly received froms
bis guilty Cregtures. He had the beft Talent
i in giving Advice , that I ever knew ayoung
| Perfon pofsefsed of ; and that Kind of Ad-
vice too, which requires the greateft De-
licacy and Prudence; I mean, advice to
{uperiors.

Hr was naturally of a tender, com-
pafsionate , and f{ympathetic Temper ;
ready (as the Apoltle exprefses it) 7o 7e-
joice with Thofe wha repice , and 1o weep
qwith Thofe who weep (*); feeling the Mi-
feries, and sharing in the Iappinef(s of ali
around Him.

Hi1s behaviour , to his Parents, was
truely examplary; and fit to be a pattern
to the rifing Generation : his only Care,

g in that Relation, was to honour and obey

* Thofe, whom Gop had fet over Him
-1 without the leaft Symptom of that ftub.
- born, rebellious , undutiful Temper ; which

alafs! is but too common in the Children
of this froward Generation.
Frowm

(*) Rom. 12: 13.

G

=
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IFrom fuch Principles, and fuch a Beg-
haviour in private Life, and in {o green an
Age , what might have been expected , had
Gob lenﬂthencd out the Span of his Life
£O /llmham and gray Hairs? what a shi-
ning Ornament , in Church and State ,

might this promifing Youth have made, im-
pr ovcd by Experience, and lducation? —

What a Comfort to his aged Parents? what
an affe@ionate Husband ¢ what a tender
Father 2 what a faithful Friend ? what a
ufeful Member of Society ¢ and what a
Blcfsmfr to the World would thefe Principles
have, probably, produced, lnd his L1fe becn »

prolongcd ?

But Gop, the wife, the merciful
G ob has feen fit to give fuch uncommon ,
Virtue a short date, and an early Reward; ;
— Gop, the gracious Dispofer of our
T.ots , has thought proper to add thofe Years |
and Days to a happy Eternity, whichhe has -
caken from a dangerous , and miferable Life
upon Earth! Let us theu,fmc with {ub-
mifsive and refigned Hearts, bid welcome
to his fovereign and ‘1dor’1blc Pleafure!

i
i
H
|
\
| HAVE ‘
|
|
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I sAvE only to add a few words , concer-
ning his Behaviour in his laft Sl{:hncfs, and
then, I shall have done.

Gop was pleafed early to vifit him, with
a loatbfome Difeafé; a redious , lingering,
discouraging Indispofition; nor did he de/-
pife the Chaftening of thelLorD, nor faint,
when be was rebuked of Him. He had fuch a
becoming fenfe of the Goodnefs and Juftice
of G o p,and {ucha deep Conviction of his
own Unworthinefs , as fupprefsed every
repining Thought, and every murmuring
X Exprefsion, againft the divine Providence.
He very Wc:lllmew that Gop doces not affiict
ﬂ*z/imq{y, nor grieve the Children of Men
and therefore He contentedly bore the i1+
dignation of the 1.orD , becaufe be had finned
againft Him. (*) His whole Bclmuoui‘j
1 during his laft Sicknefs, was a lively Exampli-
| ﬂmt:on of the Words of good old Eli: ()
It is the Lorp, let Him do what [eemeth Hipy
) Grood 5 Or, mthu of thofe more exprefsive
8 Words of hlb divine Mafter; ot my Wil ,
O Fazther , but thine be done. (§).

=

UroN

R

(*) Lam. 3: 33. — Mic. 7: o.
(t) 1 Sam. 3: 18, () Luke 22; 42,

2

-l et
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UroN asking Him , one Day, whether
he did not feel Regret at being deprived of
the Pleafures, and Enjoyments of Life, {0
foon. He answered, Nog zhat be bearti-
ly blefsed G op, who had thus early made
Him [enfible of bis Weaknefs ,and Mortality ;
and who by that Means , had prevented bhimt
froms being corrupted , by the Sins of the
.:IE!FIE‘?.; ﬁi}" that ) had be é'ff;f}j@d V7 ng;fg&’
Health , be might , probably , bave been as cor-
rupted and debauched , as many other Yourhs,
whom be pitied, and whofe Praltices be al-
horred o and despifed.

Tris was a Proof, not only of his ab-
folute Refignation to the Will of Gop ;but
alfo , that his Aflliction was blefsed and
[anélified to Him.

Urox converfing with Him lately,

more than once, concerning his fpiritual

State, he gave me very comfortable Evi-

dences of the Truth, and Sincerity of his Re-

ligion 5 of his bearty Sorrow for Sin; of his

. Faith , Truft and Dependance on the Merits
! of CHRIST, for uftifying Righteousne(s , and
Salvarion; and of his HHopes of Aeceptance

wuite
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unto Eternal Life , only thre the Satisfaidion,
and. Aionement of the great REDEEMER 3
pronouncing all bss own Righseousnefs , and
impeyfell Obedience , as of wmo Merit, oy
Awail, in Point of his Juftification before
Gob 5 and wishing , and lnging to depart,
and to be with CHRIST,

LT, therefore, his Parents and Rela-
tions comfort themfelves with thefe Hords.
L.et them mourn , as thofe who have hepe ,
that ,as He bas died in ibe L.orp, {o He is
now enjoying the Blefsednefs of thofe, who

A reft from their Labours, and whofe Works
| Jollow Them.

Now, my Hearers , especially my
A young I‘riends, let me recommend the
Example of this amiable Youth to your
Imitation, You fee , from this Inftance,
that You cannot be too foon provided a-
| gainftthe Fears,and Attacks of the King of
iy Terrors. Behold, the Judge is at the Door!
| The Time of your Departure is alfo ap-
proaching ;and , for what You know, Death
may , this very Moment, be commifsioned
to {eize on your Vitals! O beware, that

G 3 He
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He overtake you not impenitent, and un-
prepared | Beware, that he find Younot ina
gracelefs , chriftlefs State ! If fo, your
unavoidable Portion will be Kternal Mifery;
a Mifery, which will be aggravated by all
the Warnings ; you have had to confuier
your latter End, to mind the Things which
belong to your Peace! while it is therefore
called z0 Day with You, lay hold on the
promifed Blefsednefs. Break off yourSins ;
by an immediate , and unfeigned Repentance.
Secure an Intereft in the Favour of Gop,
by Faith in the Lorp Jesus CHrist: then,
shall you be /afe here, and happy, eters
nally bappy hereafter; which may Gop
grant, thro’ JESUus CHRrisT. Amen,

Skl BN B,
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