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EDITORIAL NOTES 

And of his fulness have we all received 
aid grace for grace—John 1:16. 

\ California correspondent asks for a 
message based on this text, 

but a brief editorial interpre- 
tation may be sufficient. The 
first part of the passage, “Of 
his fulness have we all re- 

ceived,” means that in Christ, the true be- 
liever has received all that he needs for time 
and eternity. That which he needs is “right- 
eousness, sanctification and redemption,” 

and Christ is his “wisdom” in respect to 
these three things. He that receives Christ 
by faith receives them (1 Cor. 1:30). In 
Him (Christ) is hid these treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:2, 3). 
And the reason that these things may be 
found in Christ and obtainable through 
Him is because “in him dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily’ (Col. 
2:9, 10). Thus of His fulness have we 
all received. 

The second part of the passage is a 
little more abscure—“grace for grace.” An 
English commentator of repute mentions 

uo less than six interpretations with several 
authorities for each of them. The view 
which most strongly commends itself to 
us is something like the following: In 
Christ, God gives us grace in the place of 
grace, that is, new grace to take the place 
of old grace as one might say. Fresh sup- 
plies of grace, abundant grace continually 
filling up and supplying all our need. 
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This confession in our opinion is another 

link in the chain of prophecy. As we 
read it we were impressed that the great 

millionaire went further than 
Henry the circumstances of the case 
Ford’s required him to go. To put 

Confession it in another way, we do not 
believe the editor of the Jn- 

dependent, Mr. Ford’s paper, was either 
as foolish or as wicked as the confession 
of its proprietor would make him appear. 
We believe he had good grounds for pub- 
lishing some of the things about the Jews 
which he did publish, and that whether 
Mr. Ford was aware of it or not, he, Mr. 
Ford, might have found corroborative evi- 
dence thereof had he looked for it. In- 
deed, the pressure brought to bear upon 

_Mr. Ford to make his confession was in 
witself such corroborative evidence. This 

w pressure came from the Jews all over the 
\\.world, and in the face of it Mr. Ford was 

\ panic-stricken. He is one of the richest 
\emen in the world, and of course conscious 

of the power that money brings with it; 
“but he was made to feel that the Jews 
have more money and hence more power 
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than he, and that in such a cause their 
money and their power can be quickly 
mobilized against an opponent, and with 
crushing consequences. His paper, the Jn- 
dependent, had been informing Mr. Ford, 
and Gentiles generally, on these lines right 
along, but he seemed to be playing with the 
fire without realizing it. 

The prophetic significance here is this. 
The event affords a modern and outstand- 
ing example of the age-long antagonism 
between the Gentile and the Jew, which, 
according to the prophets of the Old and 
New Testaments, will increase in inten- 
sity as the Jews increase in wealth and 
influence. This antagonism will at length 
culminate in the battle of Armageddon, 

predicted in the sixteenth: chapter of 
Revelation. The aggressors in that battle 
are the Gentile nations of the former Ro- 
man Empire, headed up under the Anti- 

christ. The location is Palestine, and the 
objective the capture of Jerusalem from the 
Jews who will then inhabit and dominate 
it. 

The outcome of that battle will be the 
Gentiles’ Waterloo, but for the Jews also 
it will be as Christ said, the hour of 
Jacob’s trouble, such as was not since the 
beginning of the age until then, no, nor 

ever shall be (Matt. 24:21). Those will 
be the days of divine vengeance (on both 
Gentile and Jew) that all things which are 

written may be fulfilled. After this they 
shall see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud, the Scriptures say, with power and 

great glory to set up His kingdom upon 
the earth (Luke 21:22, 27). 

The prophets teach that the setting up 
of Christ’s kingdom on the earth will be 
beneficial to the Jews, but also that the 

Gentiles need have no fear or suspicion of 

the Jews in that day. The antagonism 
will be removed, for Jehovah will thor- 

oughly purge Israel or the Jewish nation 

of all their dross and take away all their 
alloy. Isaiah says that Jerusalem will be 
called the city of righteousness, the faith- 
ful. city, in that day, for she shall be re- 
deemed with judgment and they that re- 
turn of her with righteousness (1: 25-27). 
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This great man leaves the world in no 
doubt as to his international policy. Neith- 
er does he leave it in any doubt as to his 

intention to personally car- 
ry out that policy during the 
next ten or fifteen years, 
if his life is spared. He 

proposes an army of 5,000,000 men, a 
strong navy and an air force “whose roar- 
ing motors will drown all other sounds 
and whose shadows will hide the sun over 
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Mussolini’s 
Latest 

Italian soil.” There will be a crucial point 
in European history somewhere between 
1935 and 1940, he believes, and strange to 

say, his belief quite harmonizes with the 
teaching of not a few intelligent students 

of the prophetic Scriptures. 
The cartoonist is right who said of 

Mussolini’s program and prophecy, “This 
is a bit hard on the nerves.” But it is our 
candid belief that those who are not look- 
ing for the Lord had better get their nerves 
ready for it, for it is certain to come. We 

are all hailing Charles Lindbergh as the 
great hero of the air, and he deserves it. 
But there is a “prince of the power of the 
air” greater than Lindbergh, who has a 

use for the results and the consequences 

of that young man’s matchless courage and 

skill of which Mussolini’s words are a 
faint adumbration. May all our readers 
be found worthy to escape from that hour 
of trial. 
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We presume many 2f our readers saw a 

picture of this war vessel which appeared 
in the papers during the past summer. 

We ourselves saw it in the 
Literary Digest, and confess to 
a silent shudder as we gazed 

upon it. It seemed to us the 
most terrible and devilish instru- 
ment of destruction which we 

had seen since the World War. Its ton- 
nage, speed, and number and size of its 
guns, set us thinking first of the millions 

of dollars it must have cost the people of 
Great Britain, and yet the whole thing 
is to be scrapped in 1941! Then we 
thought of the terror of attack which in- 
spired the construction of the monster, and 
then of the awful wickedness of the world 
which gave occasion for such terror. 

Sometimes we have been criticized and 
rebuked for warning against a certain kind 
of pacifism and urging preparedness on 
the part of our nation, but an engine of 
war like the cruiser “Hood” seems to 
justify us. And if that were not enough, 
Great Britain’s attitude and arguments at 

The 

British 
Cruiser 
“Hood’”’ 

. the recent Geneva Conference for limitation 
of armaments may be added. 

Great Britain is not a bloodthirsty na- 
tion, and she has more reason to be tired 

of war than the United States. There- 
fore, if this cruiser symbolizes her knowl- 
edge and forecast of world conditions, are 
we not wise in turning a deaf ear to social- 
ists, communists and other radicals in 
church, college and industry who are “bor- 
ing from within” against our national de- 
fense? 

This is simply a question of our earthly 
citizenship. Our heavenly citizenship is 
another matter. 



HE following letter was published 
in The Presbyterian of July 7, too 
late for copying in our last issue. 
We feel assured however, that not 

a few of our readers who may not have 
seen it elsewhere, will be gratified at its 
republication here.—Editors. 

“June 25, 1927. 

“F, E. Robinson, Esq., 

President of the Bryan University Memo- 
rial Association. 

“Dear Sir: 
“On my return from a lecture trip in 

Great Britain, Mr. Lockhart has conveyed 
to me the question of the Bryan Univer- 
sity Memorial Association as to whether 
I could consider accepting the presidency 
of the university. 

“In reply, I desire above all to say how 
very great is my appreciation of the honor 
which has thus been conferred upon me. 
Particularly at the present moment, when I 
have just been subjected by the General 
Assembly of the church to which I belong 
to a most extraordinary indignity, it is 
profoundly encouraging to me to know 
that there are those who do not acquiesce 
in such a low estimate of my services and 
of my character. In these days of wide- 
spread defection from the Christian faith, 
I rejoice with all my heart in the warmth 
of Christian fellowship that unites me 
with those who, like you, love the gospel 

of the Lord Jesus Christ, and are willing 
to bear the reproach to which a frank 
acceptance of the gospel subjects them in 
the presence of a hostile world. 

“At the same time, though to my very 
great regret, I am obliged to say that 
I should be unable to accept the impor- 
tant position to which your suggestion 
refers. 

“In the first place, I do not feel that 
just at the present moment I can honor- 
ably leave my present position. Princeton 
Theological Seminary is an institution 
which for a hundred years, and never 
more successfully than now, has been de- 
fending and propagating the gospel of 
Christ. It is now passing through a great 
crisis. If the re-organization favored by 
the General Assembly which has just met 
at San Francisco is finally adopted next 
year—if the proposed abrogation of the 
whole constitution of the seminary and 
the proposed dissolution of the present 
board of directors is finally carried out; 
if, in other words, the control of the 
seminary passes into entirely different 
hands—then Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary, as it has beem so long and so honor- 
ably known, will be dead, and we shall 
have at Princeton a new institution of a 
radically different type. oe 

“But meanwhile—during this - coming 
year—the seminary is still genuinely and 
consistently evangelical. And it is by no 
means certain that the work of destruc- 
tion will really be authorized next May. 
The report of the committee that dealt 
with the subject this year was adopted 
only because of the gross misrepresenta- 
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tions of fact that the report contained, 
and it is quite possible that the true facts 
may still become generally known and 
that the sense of fair play which, we 
hope, is still possessed by the rank and 
file of our Presbyterian church may make 
itself felt, so that the right of thorough- 
going conservatives in the Presbyterian 
church to have at least one seminary that 
clearly and unequivocally represents their 
view may still be recognized and Prince- 
ton may still be saved. Meanwhile—until 
this issue is decided—I do not think it 
would be right for me to desert my col- 
leagues here or to desert the institution 
that I so dearly love. 

“In the second place, I doubt very seri- 
cusly my fitness for an administrative 
position like that which you have done 
me the honor of connecting with my name. 
My previous efforts, to say nothing of 
their imperfections even in their own 
sphere, have been of an entirely different 
kind. The very importance of the posi- 
tion which you are seeking to fill makes 
me question very seriously, to say the 
least, whether I am at all fitted to be its 
occupant. 

“In the third place, I am somewhat 
loath, for the present at least, to relin- 
quish my connection with distinctively 
Presbyterian work. I have the warmest 
sympathy, indeed, with interdenomina- 
tional efforts of various kinds; I have 
frequently entered into such efforts on 
my own part; and I understand fully that 
the real attack is not directed against 
those points wherein Calvinism differs 
from other systems of evangelical belief, 
and is not directed even against those 
points wherein Protestantism differs from 
the Roman Catholic church, but that it 
is directed against the points wherein the 
Christian religion—Protestant and Cath- 
olic—differs from a radically different 
type of belief and of life. That radically 
different type of belief and of life is found 
today in all the larger ecclesiastical bodies ; 
and in the presence of such a common 
enemy, those who unfeignedly believe in 
the gospel of Jesus Christ are drawn into 
a new warmth of fellowship and a new 
zeal for common service. Nevertheless, 

thoroughly consistent Christianity, to my 
mind, is found only in the Reformed or 
Calvinistic faith; and consistent Chris- 
tianity, I think, is the Christianity easiest 
to defend. Hence I never call myself a 
‘fundamentalist.’ There is indeed, no in- 
herent objection to the term; and if the 
disjunction is between Fundamentalism 
and Modernism, then I am willing to call 
myself a fundamentalist of the most pro- 
nounced type. 

“But after all, what I prefer to call 
myself is not a ‘fundamentalist, but a 
‘Calvinist’-—that is, an adherent of the 
Reformed faith. As such, I regard my- 
self as standing in the great central cur- 
rent of the church’s life—the current 
which flows down from the Word of 
God through Augustine and Calvin, and 
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which has found noteworthy expression in 
America in the great tradition represented 
by Charles Hodge and Benjamin Breck- 
enridge Warfield and the other represen- 
tatives of the ‘Princeton School.’ I have 
the warmest sympathy with other evan- 
gelical churches, and a keen sense of 
agreement with them about those Chris- 
tian convictions which are today being 
most insistently assailed; but, for the 
present at least, I think I can best serve 
my fellow-Christians—even those who be- 
long to ecclesiastical bodies different from 
my own—by continuing to be identified, 
very specifically, with the Presbyterian 
church. 

“Finally, however, let me say how warm 
is my sympathy with you in the note- 
worthy educational effort in which you are 
engaged. Very amazing to me is the 
complacency with which many persons 
contemplate - the educational conditions 
that prevail at the present time. As a 
matter of fact, we have fallen, I think, 
into’ a most deplorable and most alarm- 
ing intellectual decline. I do not, indeed, 
under-estimate the achievements of modern 
science in the material realm; and the 
Christian man should never commit the 
serious error of belittling those achieve- 
ments. This is God’s world, and those 
who penetrate into its secrets are students 
of God’s works and benefactors of their 
fellow-men. But such material advances 
have gone hand in hand with an intellec- 
tual decadence in many spheres—an intel- 
lectual decadence which is now threatening 
to engulf all of human life, 

“I do not see how anyone can con- 
template present-day educational condi- 
tions without seeing that something is 
radically wrong. And about one thing 
that is wrong—indeed by far the most 
important thing—there can be no doubt. 
It is found in the widespread ignorance of 
the Christian religion as that religion is 
founded upon the Word of God. If, in- 
deed, the Christian religion were not true, 
I should not desire to see it continued 
on the earth, no matter what benefits 
its continuance might bring. But then, as 
a matter of fact, I hold that it is true; 
and I do not believe that there can be 
any truly comprehensive science that does 
not take account of the solid facts upon 
which the Christian religion is based. 
Hence I sympathize fully with your desire 
to promote an education that shall be 
genuinely Christian. And I pray that 
those who, like you, wherever they may 
be, cherish such a desire, may not be 
discouraged by the opposition of the world. 
You represent a cause which cannot ulti- 
mately fail. And even now, despite all 
the forces of unbelief, despite hostile ac- 
tions even of the organized church, the 
gospel of Jesus Christ still shines out from 
the Word of God and is still enshrined 
in Christian hearts. 

“Very truly yours, 

(Signed) “J. Gresham Machen.” 
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