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HISTORY AND FAITH*

The student of the New Testament should be primarily

an historian. The centre and core of all the Bible is history.

Everything else that the Bible contains is fitted into an his-

torical framework and leads up to an historical climax.

The Bible is primarily a record of events.

That assertion will not pass unchallenged. The modern

Church is impatient of history. History, we are told, is a

dead thing. Let us forget the Amalekites, and fight the

enemies that are at our doors. The true essence of the

Bible is to be found in eternal ideas; history is merely the

form in which those ideas are expressed. It makes no dif-

ference whether the history is real or fictitious; in either

case, the ideas are the same. It makes no difference

whether Abraham was an historical personage or a myth
;
in

either case his life is an inspiring example of faith. It

makes no difference whether Moses was really a mediator

between God and Israel; in any case the record of Sinai

embodies the idea of a covenant between God and His

people. It makes no difference whether Jesus really lived

and died and rose again as He is declared to have done in

the Gospels; in any case the Gospel picture, be it ideal or

be it history, is an encouragement to filial piety. In this

way, religion has been made independent, as is thought, of

the uncertainties of historical research. The separation of

Christianity from history has been a great concern of mod-
ern theology. It has been an inspiring attempt. But it

has been a failure.

Give up history, and you can retain some things. You

* An address delivered May 3, 1915, by John Gresham Machen on the

occasion of his inauguration as Assistant Professor of New Testa-

ment Literature and Exegesis in Princeton Theological Seminary.
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individualistic but affords ground for, and imparts a great impetus to,

an extended social application" (p. 128).

Lincoln University, Pa. Wm. Hallock Johnson.

A Grammar of the Greek Neva Testament in the Light of Historical Re-

search. By A. T. Robertson, M.A., D.D., LL.D., Professor of

Interpretation of the New Testament in the Southern Baptist

Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. Hodder & Stoughton. New
York: George H. Doran Campany. 1914. Pp. xl, 1360. $5.00 net.

Dr. Robertson’s Short Grammar of the Greek New Testament was
reviewed in the Princeton Theological Review, Vol. vii, 1909, pp.

491-493, and the German edition of the same work ibid., Vol. xi, 1913,

pp. 129 f. The present grammar marks an important advance not

only in content but also in form. The faults of style which we ventured

to point out in the case of the Short Grammar have now for the

most part been eliminated
; the author’s short, pithy sentences have

been largely freed from the abruptness and obscurity which formerly

marred their effect. Still more important, of course, is the advance

in content ;
instead of a brief work intended to be “an intermediate

liandy working grammar for men familiar with the elements of Greek

both in school and in the pastorate”—and rather too ambitious, we may
add, to serve that modest purpose—we have now at last the long-

awaited complete grammar where the author’s learning has been

allowed full scope.

An adequate review of so important a reference work would be pos-

sible only after years of actual use; at present we can only indicate

briefly the essential character of the book.

Dr. Robertson has produced far more than a mere descriptive gram-

mar of the New Testament; he has endeavored throughout to view New
Testament usage in the light of the entire development of the Greek

language and even of the Indo-European languages in general. In

particular, of course, the non-literary papyri are regarded as of prime

importance. This thoroughly historical aim and spirit of the book

invites comparison with the works of J. H. Moulton and Radermacher,

but Dr. Robertson’s grammar is more comprehensive than theirs, and

seeks to combine the historical discussions with material suitable for

reference. It cannot be maintained that the ideal of such a grammar

has been altogether realized—Dr. Robertson himself would no doubt be

the last to make any such claim—but at least a notable beginning has

been made. A certain amount of repetition could not be avoided in

the arrangement of the vast material
;
but the exceedingly wide reading

of the author in modern philological discussion has combined with his

own researches to produce a book that is at least worthy of careful

attention.

The elaborate introduction sets forth the author’s views with regard

to the Koine and the place of the New Testament within it. Dr.

Robertson agrees with Moulton and Deissmann and many other recent
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investigators in connecting the language of the New Testament prim-

arily with the non-literary development of the Koine, but also admits,

perhaps more adequately than some investigators, the influence of the

Semitic languages.

Dr. Robertson has in this book made the most elaborate single con-

tribution to New Testament grammar which has yet appeared; the

work is the product of a vast deal of industry and reflects credit upon

American scholarship. If the vastness of the material has strained the

author’s powers of arrangement and classification, such difficulties were

perhaps unavoidable in so unprecedented and so comprehensive a work.

Finally the thoroughly reverent attitude of the grammarian and his

sensible Hews with regard to the authorship of the New Testament

books must be noticed with special satisfaction.

The book seems to be admirably printed
;
such a high degree of ac-

curacy could not have been attained without the most conscientious

attention to details.

Princeton. J. Gresham Machen.

Friedrich Blass’ Grammatik dcs neutestomentlichen Griechisch. Vierte,

vollig neugearbeitete Auflage besorgt von Albert Derbunner, Dr.

phil., 'Lehrer an der evangelischen Predigerschule in Basel.

Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht. 1913. Pp. xvi, 346.

Despite recent researches, the well-known work of the late Pro-

fessor Blass is still the best New Testament reference grammar, at least

for the average student. The appearance of a new edition, therefore,

is to be greeted with satisfaction. Dr. Debrunner has undertaken an

extensive revision, and thus helped to preserve the usefulness of the

admirable book.

Princeton. J. Gresham Machen.

The Gospel according to St. Mark. Edited by the Rev. A. Plummer,
M.A., D.D., formerly Master of University College, Durham, and

sometime Fellow and Tutor of Trinity College, Oxford. With
Maps, Notes and Introduction. Cambridge Greek Testament for

Schools and Colleges. General Editor : R. St. John Parry, D.D.,

Fellow of Trinity College. Cambridge: at the University Press.

New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 1914. Pp. lvi, 392. Price

4/6 net.

Dr. Plummer’s qualities as an expositor of the Gospels are well

known from his commentaries on Matthew and Luke. This edition of

Mark, though limited by the purpose of the series, is useful and instruc-

tive. It contains an introduction, the Greek text—in general “the text

of Westcott and Hort”, “but not quite exclusively”—expository notes, an

appendix on the addition to Mk. xvi. 14 in the Freer MS (W), indices,

a plan or Herod’s Temple, and two maps.—one of the Sea of Galilee and




