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ALBRECHT RITSCHL AND HIS DOCTRINE
OF CHRISTIAN PERFECTION

I. RITSCHL THE RATIONALIST

The historical source from which the main streams of

Perfectionist doctrine that have invaded modern Protes-

tanism take their origin, is the teaching of John Wesley.

But John Wesley did not first introduce Perfectionism into

Protestantism, nor can all the Perfectionist tendencies

which have shown themselves in Protestantism since his

day be traced to him. Such tendencies appear constantly

along the courses of two fundamental streams of thought.

Wherever Mysticism intrudes, it carries a tendency to Per-

fectionism with it. On Mystical ground—as for example

among the Quakers—a Perfectionism has been developed to

which that taught by Wesley shows such similarity, even in

details and modes of expression, that a mistaken attempt has

been made to discover an immediate genetic connection be-

tween them. Wherever again men lapse into an essentially

'Pelagian mode of thinking concerning the endowments of

human nature and the conditions of human action, a Per-

fectionism similar to that taught by Pelagius himself tends

to repeat itself. That is to say, history verifies the correla-

tion of Perfectionism and Libertarianism, and wherever

Libertarianism rules the thoughts of men. Perfectionism

persistently makes its appearance. It is to this stream of

influence that Wesleyan Perfectionism owes its own origin.

Its roots are set historically in the Semi-Pelagian Perfec-

tionism of the Dutch Remonstrants, although its rise was
not unaffected by influences of a very similar character and

ultimate source which came to it through the channels of

Anglo-Catholicism. Its particular differentiation is de-
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Texts for Students. General Editors: Caroline A. J. Skeel, D.Litt.

;

H. J, White, D.D.
; J. P. Whitney, B.D., D.C.L., Society for Pro-

moting Christian Knowledge : London, 68 Haymarket, S.W. 1918.

No. I. “Select Passages from Josephus, Tacitus, Suetonius, Dio
Cassius, Illustrative of Christianity in the First Century.” Arranged
by H. J. White, D.D. Pp. 16. 10 cents net.

No. 2. “Selections from Matthew Paris.” (Edited by Caroline A. J.

Skeel). Pp. 64. 30 cents net.

No. 3. “Selections from Giraldus Cambrensis.” (Edited by Car-

oline A. J. Skeel). Pp. 64. 30 cents net.

No. 4. “Libri Sancti Patricii, The Latin Writings of St. Patrick.

A revised Text, with a Selection of Various Readings, Based on All

the Known Manuscripts.” Edited by Newport J. D. White, D.D.,

Canon of St. Patrick’s and Archbishop King’s Professor in the Univer-

sity of Dublin. Pp. 32. 20 cents net.

No. 5. “A Translation of the Latin Writings of St. Patrick.” By
Newport J. D. White, D.D., Canon of St. Patrick’s and Archbishop

King’s Professor in the University of Dublin. Pp. 32. 20 cents net.

No. 6. “Selections from the Vulgate.” Arranged by H. J. White,

D.D. Pp. 60. 30 cents net.

No. 7. “The Epistle of St. Clement of Rome.” (Editor not named).

Pp. 46. 20 cents net.

In publishing these admirable texts, the Society for Promoting Chris-

tian Knowledge is eminently true to its name and to its purpose.

Knowledge is promoted by providing students with the materials for

forming their own judgment even better than by seeking to influence

their judgment by argument and discussion. Scarcely anything is more
to be desired, for example, than such collections of passages as the

one that is provided in the first of the little booklets, or than the cheap

edition of First Clement which constitutes Text No. 7. The mediaeval

texts, also, in Nos. 4-6, will open up interesting realms of knowledge

hitherto rather difficult of access.

The introductions are brief, but adequate; the editing is evidently

competent; the brief notes are useful; the glossaries of ecclesiastical

Latin will help the reader over some of the hard places; and the form

of the booklets is both cheap and convenient. Apparently, also, transla-

tions are to be provided here and there, as in No. 5. The widest pos-

sible extension of the series both in content and in circulation is ear-

nestly to be desired.

Princeton. J. Gresham Machen.

The Life of Paul. By Benjamin Willard Robinson, Ph.D., Professor

of New Testament Literature and Interpretation in the Chicago

Theological Seminary. In the “Handbooks of Ethics and Religion.”

Chicago, Illinois. The University of Chicago Press. 1918. Pages

xiii, 250. Price $1.25 net. Postage extra.

There are some features of this recent sketch of Paul that will im-

press the reader as somewhat novel, while other readers may even scent




