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In a true LIGHT.
' ORy

A Paftoral LETTER, to the

Reformed Proteftants,

BARBADOS

Vindicating the Nom Conformifis, from the.
! Mifreprefentations, commonly made of
| v them, in that Ifland, and in ether places:
f | A N D, , |
. . Demonfirating, That they are indeed the
 trueft and foundeft part of the Church of .
ENGLAND.

b
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From, Francis Mackemie, Minifter
of the Gofpel. |
3. Pet. ;i 17 | 2
Beloved, Seeing ye know thefe things Leforey beware-s-a
Left ye fall from your own [fiedfafinefs.
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Truths in a true Light.

An Epiftle,

Te the Reformed PROTESTANTS
of Barbados. ' |

Gentlemen §

(igns, and bale Plots the Em{liries of Rome,
A have contrived, promoted, and at:empted, to
over-throw that Glerious werk, and caulc ot Refor-
mation, or to lead or cajole us back into: our anti-
chriftian -Slavery, ldolatry, and Superfttion ;

IT has been too notorious, what Diabolical De-

and for Effe&uating thercof, they ‘bave not been

wanting, neither have-fluck at any thing, to widen
our breaches, augment our Differences, hinder eur
mutual Condefcentions, and our endecaveoured Ac-
commodations, railing implacable heats, and keeping
us afunder by Diftinguithing €haralters, and Dilcri-

minating Names ; {etting up contrary Interefts ; and

often raifing violent Storms of bitter Perfecutions, =
fligating the Afcendent Party, ftill to trample upon
the Non-Cox’s, and by all means to render themn
black, and odious ; and all this,and much more, to
Fain Pmteﬁdrztsa and weaken the Proteffant Intereft,

- And it deferyes to be bewailed, that in all their je-

-~
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fuitical Intrigues and evil defigns, they foon found
too many Proteflant Tools, unadvifedly to concur
with fuch fworn Enemies of the Reformation ; too
much whereot appeared in the late Reigns ; & 1 wilh
there may not be found among us ftill, toe many
Incendiaries, to raife Diflentions, and ftir vp un-
chriftian Heats, among Reformed Protesftants, that we
mav become a prey {till to the Common Enemy,

‘But bleffed be God, for our fealonable, 20d happy
Revolution, that has in a great meafure broke the deep
projc&s, of that Fefuitical Party ; and py an Efta-
blithed Liberey,to all Diflenting Proteftantshas beund
the Hands of former Perfecutors. 1 ‘wifh'the Per-
fecuting Spirst, and Inclination, were gope too; and
that many ugawares were not promoting, and ens
couraging again, the old Malice, and grand Deligns
of the common Enemy,by their Tengues, i railing,
reproaching, and deciying, a great part of the purest
Reformation, under the 'Difcriminating names of
Presbyterian, Puritan, Fanatick, Calvinift, and what
not ?- And how many are fimply led away, by a hot,
~wiolent party, and fuffer themfelves to be impofed
upoen, who know not the matrers of our leffer Diffe-
rences, and fay little, againft Intolerable Popery, and
‘the moft dangerous Hzreticks, buc all theic In-
duftrious Venom, is fpewed out and levelled again{t
their Proteflant Brethrenyof the fame Reformation, and
of the fame Kingdom ; and yet feem to be in Charity
with the fame particular Profeffion in other parts of
the World. | | ' |
- All who ftudy Hiftories of the Proteffant Reforma:
#ion, may be aflured, that the Reformed Church o

Englandy confifted all along of #mo forss of o\
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ficft, many ‘Seber, Madéarr, Sound, and Tender
men, who never were tor Pfrﬁ’cutfm Of Proteftants,
and would willingly have parted with many unferip
tural Cevemonies for the Churches Peacr, and gaining
Diflenters ; and the Seed or Rear  of .theie have been
from the Original of the Reformation, and abounded
in the Reignsof Q. Eisz. and/K. F I of England ;
and were Anti~arminian, and laithful to the firff
Dotrine, 'and Proteflant Articles of the Chureh of
England, and continued the prevailing party, until the
Reign of Chothe I There was alfo another, hot,
and Violent party, who were ready to, brand the
Sober, and Serious of their own Churcnyas Purstans,
Precifiansy and Fanaticks;,betrayed their own Articles,
erabraced Arminiamﬁﬂ, and grew morc zealous for
Ritessand Ceremoniesythan for the Effentials,and Sub-

stantials of Religion ;-crying up Uniformsty and
Conformityy more than true Chriftianity 5  alting Su-
pra-Canon, and inftead of coming farther-from Rome,

by a further Reformation, which our firf} Reformers

‘defigned, and the moderate party defired ; they both

in Di8rine, Prafice and Ceremonies, made feveral
advances towards Rome,as Dr. Du Moulin, {ometimes
Hiftory-Profeflor of Oxford, relates in his Shae
History thereof : ‘which advances gave Popes ‘and
Papifts no fmall hopes of Englands return to Rome,
as a Jefuit affirms,{hewing thechanges in the Church
of England, and its affinity to Rome, for, he faith,
The Doélrine is altered in many things ; The Pope
is no lenger Anti chriff : Images are tollerated: Pre.
deftinatson on fore feen works : Onsverfal Grace : In-
berent Righteoufnefs, are all granted : Free Wil is
Preached up : they have given tothe 39 Articles

/ a4
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a Catholick fenee : they aknowledge the Authority of
the Church in deciding Controverfies, about matters
of Faith, and incerpretation of Scripture : they
make frequent ufe of the more vencrable Names of
Prieﬂ; and Altars - and to be 2 Gdf'vim:ﬂ Hn England,
is to be a Traitor, and a Heretick, or worle ; to
which may be added, bowing to the Esaf, and 4/
tar; and {etting up anlighted Candles in Churches,
which Dr ##urmeftry,one of their own fpoke againft,
and faid, That they were a it Emblem ol our Igno-
rant, and unprofitable Clergy, which filled up the
Candlefticks of the Churches, but gave mo Light.
And this party was Rampant in Laeuds time, who
had a party of Menftrous teols, as Montague, Heiling
Pocklinton, Dow, Couzins, Shelford, Beely Stafford,
Wattsy, and Feddery ot no {mall figures ; with many
more; Who under their own hends, Publilh’d Armi-
nian, and dewn-right Popifb Doétrines, and Tyrans
nical and enflaving Maxims of State, and were o
counten anced, and protecled by the King, and fome
of the Courz, that they carried all before them, and
it was no (mall Crime for any to {peak againft their
Romifh Innovatsons, and Intellerable 'Ufnrpatfam,
botk in Church and State, as in the Cruel unchrifti-
an, and Illegal punifaments infliCted on feme of
their own Communion, uatil their Deligns were fea-
fonably oppofed & checked, by fuch of their Church
who were {ingere, -and uncorrupted, when backt by
[.ordsand Commons Aflimbled in Parliament, in
the year 164.0 complaining in bold {peeches ot
thotethat went after the Romifb Way : and though
Laud had juftly meted to bim what e meafured out
to others, which gave 2 confiderable blew to his

party $
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party, and by that Revolution of Affairsy greatly
fruftrated the hopes of Rome, who were filled with
l{ great Expetations of €hanges, by their Agents and
Deputies in England ; and theugh many fuffer.d
almoft T'wenty years abducation frem the Pulpits,
during the Civil #Wars ; yet it is to be feared the
Seed and Spawn ot this faftion; has been growing
{ince ih the Church, and fo prevaiing a party, as
were able to obftruét that tnion; accommodation
and Comprebenfion, deligned between the Churen
of England and Diflenters, hrit by a Commiffion
| from our nieft Gracieus KING, and late Gracious
ﬁ QMEEN, and next by a Convocation, who had but
'- very fmall regard to their Majclties Supremacy ia
Ecclefiafticks, and whe fo vigoroufly oppofed what.

they had fo lately addrefled their Majzities for:

| {hould gladly embracean epportunity to inform
{uch of you, as have never been in Europe, what
Preshyterians apd Diflenters are ; who {uffer your
felves to be ftrangely impofed on,& know little more
of them, but mifreprefentations & calumnics thrown
upon them, by malitious Ignorant and ill-minded
men, as if they were MonfPers, and moft infuilzrable
in Church and State ; though they are a confidera-
ble part of the Proteffant Reformasion, agreeing in all

points of Faith, and Divine Ordinances, or parts of -
Worthip, with the Eftablifht Church of England ;
and the likeft to them of any Proteftants, dificiing
only in Ceremonies, Government and Difcipline, of
which [ fhall hint a little in this Epiftle.  There-
fore in Scotland, they were the jurst Reformers of that
[ingdom from Popery, though originally by mean
and inconfiderable mep, and in oppolision o 3
s o firong
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firong Cotirt party; and not only without; but againft
the Authority of the Stare, which demonftrated the
mote of the hand of Divine Providence therein.
And notwithftanding all rheir frugglings with Popery
and Prelacy 3 whichin the late Reigns have been
obtruded upon them, contrary to Oathsy Laws, and
repeated Eftablifoments of that Kingdom ; yet they
went a greater length 1n Retormations than their
Neighbours in England, Who upon prudential Con-
Giderations rerained fome Ceremonses, leaft it {hould lﬁ
be dangesous to Reform all at once; as Scotland did; |
And in that Kingdom Presbyterians are¢ now the
Establifred Church, 1nd thote of the Church of Eng-
land there, are the Diflenters, and have far lefs Reafon

for ir, than we in England
As to thofe ot Engm:ﬂm’, they were from the bz
ginniny a part of the Englifb Reformation 5 for the
belt Fiftories inform us,thofe who chietly had the
1 managment of the Reformaton, Were divided
iato two Claffes, much what equal in number, and
quality of lntercft. ~ Some of themyas Bithop Hooper,
Coverdale, Fobn Fox, Fobn Rogers, and Peter Mareyr
appeared vigoroully tor an abfolute and thorough Re-
formation, according to the M odel Caluin had given
of it, and fo it wouid bave be:n a Presbyterian Re-
formation | Lur others, as Cranmer, Ridley, Cox, and
others were perempiorily of the Judgmenr, that a
Refoymation sn all points at first, would be ot damge-
rous confequence, and that at once to reform all,
- would bz to reform mone at 4l s and though the
Judgment of the latter prevailed, yec all approved of
the tormer as bz8F, tho’ feme approved not the jun-

Sare a5 [¢afonable, until the People- who were alm‘ﬁ
[onabic, UNtL HG L TV v o
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all Papifts, were better inftru®ed and difpofed to
receive the impreflioms of this intire, and porfeét
Reformation ; thercfore they were left not without
hopes of a further Reformation, from their Pofterity
and Succeffors, which we were affured of by a fen-
tence in the Preface to o/d Common Prayer Books,
but left out of the new. And fo it was for that time
agreed on, that for the better gaining of Papifts,
fome Ceremenses, and & great part ot the Reman
Service, were to be kept. Thus both parties con-
curred and united in hopesof a further Reformationg
until the bloody Marsan Perfecution under which
fome of both Clafles fell and dyed Mar#yrs, others
became Refugees abroad ; and upon their return,
inftead of a further Reformation, Uniformsty Acks
were promoted, and paflid in the firft of Eliz. Yet
during the Lives of fome goced Bifhops, and for fe-
veral years, no Subferipiion, nor ufe of all the Conde
men Prayer, nor an exact obfervance of the Ceventon
nies was urged ; until Whisgifs afcended the Charr,
whofe zeal tor Ceremonizss was boldly impugned by
Learned Cartwrights And now, Subfcription and
Conformizy was rcquired, under penalty ob Sufpesifion
and Deprivation, and Fobn Fox' the Martyrologer,
required- to Subferibe, who refufed, pulling out of
his Pocket his Greek Teffarment; and told the Arch-
Bithop, He would fubfcribe nothing but That : Yet his
gravity and good Service to the Church proteéted
him, that he dyed quietly in a low Station in the
Church: But when he perceived the reraining the
Ceremoniesdid tiot attain the fir§t Defign of the Refor
mers, in gaining Papifts, and faw the milchiet, the
impofing of them on Eragﬁam. was like to éﬁ'
| <
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he afterwards (aid of them, God take them from us,
or us from them | Harder things were foon cen-
trived and impofed, to the cafting out of many able
and godly Minifters, followed by multitudes of
People ; and thefe being calt out, and kept out to
this day, are Non conformifts and Diflenters, and the
moft confliderable part Presbyterians ; and thofe of
Ireland are partly trom England, partly from Seos-
Jand, who lince the Conqueft joyned with others in
Seitling that Kingdom.

Aad as to the Prozeflant and forreign Churches,
they are either Calvinists or Lu berans : But all the
Calvini/? Churches as lately ot France, Genova, Hol-
land, Piedmont, and many o:her places of high and
low Germany, are Presbyterians : The Lutherans
differ from us beth in many things, and indeed are
much degenerated trom Luthers primitive theugh
imperfe€t Reformation : So that by all compuration,
Presbyterians and Caivinifls, with fuch as are in full
Communion with them, are the greater part, and
fl't:ﬂ’l the ]udgment of our ﬁ:«ﬂ Reformer.f, arc IhE
better pars of the Reformation § che Church of England
not excepted, whofe Reformation is not yet intsre
and perfed, as. you may learn from the Preface to
the Common Prayer, and from the K. and Qs Com-
mitlion for a further Reformation.

But that you may more fully and diftinltly knew
them, and not {uff r your felves for the future to be
impofed upon ; 1 fhallas one of the meaneit of them,
{hew what at this day they believe & do ; or where-
in they agree, and are the {ame, with the Efablifized
Church of England ; and ncxt what they diflent fmma
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and neither will nor dare do, without Sin ; and all
this only for yeur Intormation, without the leafk
defign or intention, of railing any new debate, ow
beginning any Controverfy on thofe differencee,
Ii'gfﬁcicmly Controverted by many hands on both
1des,

And fiefty T (hall inform you, what they belseve
and do, in Unity with tlte Church of England,
whereby every ferrous and intelligent Reader, may
readily perceive two things 1. That we are Pro-
teftant Brethren, and in Umizy with them in the
main, great and Subfantial points of the Chriftian
and Proteftant Religion ; and therefore deferve not
to be treated, as many Ignorantly do, and particu-
larly in this lfland, 2. That of all Proseffants that
difter from them, we differ in the leaf? and fmalleft
MAtrers. Therefore,

1. They receive and believe the Bible, the Holy
Scriptures to be the Word of God, trom the imme-
diate infpiration of Heaven, and in its original, and
its Orthodox T'ranflations, they univerfally embrace
it, as the compleat and full Rule of their Faith and
if}dam:'r.f_, and tlae only Dire8ory in all matters of Re-
igion,

gz. They believe and receive, asagreeable to their
Confeffion of Faith, the 39 drticles, in all the Do&rs-
nal Articles, except fuch as relate to Ceremonses and

Government, Which the Efl .blifbment of that Kings

dom obliges them not to Sublfcribe, receiving the
3d Article in a Proteftant fenfe ; and this fo qual ify-
ed moft, if not a¥f their Minifters, have Subfcribed as
a conditcon of their Eftablithed Libersses and Tolle-

yation,
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3. They believe, own, maintam and perform all
Ordinances, and parts of Gods Inflituted Service and
¥Worfhip in Publick, Private and Secret, that are
mentained & protefled by any Reformed Proteftants,
as Preaching, Praying, Rcading, Hearing, Medita-
tion, Singing of Plalms, Baptifm, and the Lords
Supper, &c.

4. They firmly belicve, and ftrenuoully hold, a
fixed and ftanding Miniftry to be always in the
Church, to the End of the World 3 and Churches to
be furnifthed with all Officers warranted in the Scrips
eures, duly qualifyed and orderly fe¢ apart, according
to the Word of God; and after-a long and molk
{tri€t Examination and tryal, fome are allowed firlt
to Preach only as Probatiomers, or Expeélants for a
proof of their Preaching gifts, and Praying abilities,
and of a Moly Converfation ; and when called 1o
the Pastoral Charge, (ubmirting to 2 fecond Exami-
nation, they are orderly fet apart or Ordasued to the
whole WWork- of the Miniflyy ; according to the
Apoltles phrafe, by the Impofition of the bands of the
Presbytery.

5. They abhor, renounce and abjure Popery, Ido-
latry, Superftition and Hzrefy, with every Error,

they are convinced and perfwaded is contrary te the

Word of Gad ; univerfally belicving the Popes of
Rome, to be the Grand dAntschrift.

6:;. They hold and maintain an Authoritative Gae
wernment, Ordery Difeipline and Cenfure, committed
by J{us Chrift the Head of the Univerfal Church,
unto Church Officers appointed by him, confifting ia
Adwmonition, Sufpenfion & Excommynscation ; and this
Government fpecifically diftinék from all Civil, Ge-
persment, % | 7. They

s T
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7. They Baptsfe both Adult Perfone,8¢c Children of
believing Parents,profefling the Truth of the Gofpel.

8. They believe, and always maintain the meo-
raliity of the Fourth Commandment, and perpetuity
of a Sabbath, with the ftriCt obfervation of the Lords
Day, wholly to be employed and {pent in the Pub-
lick, Private and Sccret Service, and Worfhip of
God, allowing works of ablolure mecefficy, and nés
ceflary Meroy

9. They confcientioufly and faithfully keep and
oblerve, all Solemn Days, and occalional Times, fet
apart upon extraordinary, and emergent Providens
ges of God, fer Humiliation, Fafting &9 Praser.

10. Though they abhor as much as any, all vain
Swearing and Cuifing, vet they maintain and allow
the Lawfulne(s, ot Witnefling to Truth, or Cen-
vition of Falfhood by a Solemn Oath, when called
thereunto by a Lawful Magiftrate, in matters of mo=
ment ; tho’ they rather like to do it, atter the Scrip-
ture Pattern, with a Solemn lifting up of the Hand to
Heaven.

11. They hold and maintain Magifrecy and Civil
Government, to be an Ordinance of God 3 and maay
of them highly Zsalous for Menarchy,as in Seot/and,
England, France & Ireland, though others in Geneva,
Holland and Germany, are for driffocracy, as the Gon
vernment of thofe places: e

12. They are bighly for Schook Education and
Learning, and Academical accomplifhments, for fit
ting and preparing men in an ordinary way, for Mi-
nifterial Qffices in the Church; not excluding, but
including particular Gifts, and Qualihications, and 8
Call from God to that great Work. .

R_MG'&J’,
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Reader, They are the fame in thefe, and meft,
things material, with the Effablifbed Church of Eng-
land; therefore beware of Reproaching Fresbyterians
as the worst 5 as bad if not worfe than Papifts 5 leaft
ye wound & refleCt upon your felves ; unto whom
they are likeft of any other Diffenters, that are
Proteftants, Now though we agree in all thefe
things and more, yet we differ or diflent in three
or four Things, to all which [ fhall fpeak, branche |
ing out the particulars, as far as an Epiftolary De-
dication will allow of. 1. In Comwmon Prayer and |
Ceremonies. 2 In your Canons. 3. In your Go-

- wvernmene or Prelacy. 4. In your Difeipline and
Cenfures, |

L [ fhall begin with Common Praver and Ceremo- |
mies 3 and concerning them, we difter in thefe par-
ticulars, waving many of our Reafoms, to avoid
Offence.

1. We dare not receive mor comply with ftinted
Compofed and Impofed Forms, or Lyturgies of
Worlhip, becaufe not Commanded nor Warranted by
the Word of God, ner known in the pureft and
Original Centuries of the Gofpel Churches, but com-
pofed without Divine Commiffisn, and required meer-
lv by Men, in the Degenerate and latter Ages of the
Gofpel. B |

2. Though we deny noz altogether, but 22:w ma- |
ny Furms of Prayer on many Cales,as ftudyed Form s -
for ones felf, and Compofed eafy and plain Forms
for the Ignorant and Unskillfu!, as young ones, early
Converts, asCrutches for the Weak and Lame ;
get we cannot nor dare not, Ordain and call any
man to be a Minifter of the Golpel, and to take

' dergg
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Charge of Souls, that hath not given fufficient proof,

and demonftration of their Praying and Preaching
Giits and Abilities at all Times, and fuitably or
pertinently for all occafions and conditions, without
prefsribed Ferms read in a Book ; and we never

- denyed the Lawlfulnefs ot joyning with the found

Words of others in Prayer.

3. Such MioiRers as have received of God, and
bave given futhcient Proof to many, of their Praying
Giftsand Abilities, dare not ordinarily, and in their
ordinary Adminiftrations, tye themfelves to, and
only ufe thefe prefcribed and Book Forms, leaft they
fhould be guilty of not ufing and improving, but
hiding or burying their 6ifzs and Talents, and {0 in-
cur the Charalter of Unlawfu) Servants |

4. We dare not read as a part of Publick Wor-
{hip, the 4phocrypha Books, which are enjoyned and
read, feeing they are acknowledged by all, notto
be Canonical Scripture, and owned by many, and
in many things falfe and fabulous ; efpecially, while
we have the Scripture by us,that Perfeft Rule of
Faith and manners. *

5. We cannot ner dare not allow in Publick
W orlhip,which ({hould be for theEdification of ali)
that snarticulate, and unintelligible way and noile,
of the People, all or moft confufedly [peak together,
one mans voice drowning the accent of another,
which feems to be fo far from Order, that it appears
confufion, as Service sn an unknown Tongue.  Hicker-
sngsd tells us, he fuffers no fuch babling in his
Church at Al Saints in Colchester, as is made by
alternate Refponfes

6, We canngtallow ¥omen te fpeak in theChurch,

- as
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as many of yours, in your whele Servics, talk more
in a Day, than fome Quaker-Wemen, condemned by

most for thae practice.

2. We dare not add to the Sacrament of Bap-
tifm, an airy Sign of the Crofs thac perifbes with the
ufing, more than Spittle, Oy! and Sal¢ ; nor allow the
Spiritual Signification impofed by men, and explain-

ed in the 30th. Canon ; Secing Baptifm fignities all

thar and more ; and yex own in the Form tor prsvate
Baptifm, thaticis valid and (ufficient wirthout it.
Aad futther it 1s abufed at this Day to Idolatry in
RomiifB Charches; Cranmmers great argument for
abolifhing Images out of the Churches, though fome
are got in again ; and moft of them into theit Book
of Dzvotion. |

g We cannot comply with that Popifty pofture

( riot our Saviours prfture ) of Kneeling at the Lords
Supper, Which cannot be more Reverent, nor fo fut-

cable to a Table Feaf?, as bis was ; and aotWithftand-
ing the Rubrick, was originaily a confcquence of
Tranfuliftanti ation, and came in with it 12.00. years
afrer our Saviour, and was a ffumbling block to miany
Rejurm:d P?’ﬂ!p’ﬁaﬁﬂ, l’:ﬁghl}' refented b}-’ Beza, and
many tnore, and proved fo grateful to Papilts, that
Bunner having learned that Cranmer and Ridley had
k:pt #his, (and other Ceremonies ) faid, that be
diubted not, fince theiv Broth went down with them fo
welly that er’e long they flould eat of their Beef too.

9. We cannot, we dare not in Baprifm, exclude
the Parents from engaging and promifing in behalf
of their own Children, and take in other Surefses,
whom all knowsand none exped, they will endeavour

to perform what they promifs and undertake ; which

indeed
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indeed is impoffible for any to perform, efpecially
when more Ignorant,-ahd more Irreligius Suretics are
called in than the exciuded Parents, as Papilts, igno-
rant and prophane Perfons, Sirangers, and fomes
times Young Children, which we apprenend to be a
willful promoting of ' known perhidioufnefs, and
a down-right mocksng of God.

10. Becaule we find the Commion Prayer Book in
its feveral parts tran{lated out otfevaral Popifb Books ;
the Prayers are taken out of the Breviary, the Admi-
niftration of Sacraments, Burial, Matrimonscs, and
Vifiting of the Sick, are taken out of the Romifb Ris
¢uall 3 the Confecration of the Lords Suppser, Colleéls,
Epiftles and Gofpels, are taken out of the Mafs Beck ;
( though fome things arc leit our, as Prayers to the
Virgin Mary, Saints and Angels: ) This is to us,
one juft prejudice againft the ule ofir.

11. We cannot away with, nor dare we z{fent
to, nor believe, many. things and fayings in the
Common Prayer, nor ule that Corrupt Trawflation of
the Pfalms, while God has provided us witha better,
we dare not pretend the imitation of our Saviours
Miracunlous Ffaft by that Popith and Mock-Feaf? of
Lene, confifking not in- abffinence but 1a choofing of
Meats. In, Te Denm, we darenot fay, 4/l the Earth
wor[bip thee, while we aresaflured the greateft parte

are Infidels vo this Day, and neither Wor[Pip nor k{amh |

the true God ; we dare not aflznr to the Damning
Sentence of Athenafius’s Creed which many of the
Elderfons ot your Church wilhed it never had been
in Common Prayers, We dare not {2y, Ewvery perfon
Baprifed 3s immediately Regenerared 5 tor {o all Bap-
tifed theuld be Saved, ‘ge dare notalter, add “3
an

sl
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and diminifb fram the Surlp{ufﬂf the Werd of God,
as the Common Prayer, and the corrupt Tranflation
of th: P[;-w.s does ; particularly, we canoot confen

to tne takt: g :.:zw(gy of the Screpture Tstles ﬁflhe
Pfalms, gzv trom mmediate lmpmnm, and pute
!"‘i“ FL_ H;lﬂ and Lattine Tites in thetr R« JQII 5 in
thr Bursa! of the Dsady, We dare not | all. every OnC,
whe her we know them or not, eur dear (Siftcr or
Brother, and as a part. of Publick Worlhip (ay, %
bave a [ure and certain Hup*.. of r!*s;:f Reforrecliony unto
eterne! Life ; and to make po. difl rence bziween the
I'/}..-*:{ta’ ani G f'?}’, a Piu(ﬁ.lr’r & "d Pﬁ'ﬂjtz
Aiheif? ence Baptiled,and: a fors .:uw Chrifdian, s allaw-
ing _hr*m the fame (,bmh) and Ce‘rdr:ﬂf‘“*‘ [eems an
€ncourageinent (o ungedisiels, and a difccuragment
to Hulinefs,

12 Tnough we are tor Vifiring, In ﬂi‘h&lﬁﬂ,
convincing, admonilbing, praying tor, and comfor-
ting the Sick, according as we find their ftate and
condi‘ion, (various an d deEs rent, Yt we apprehend
the Burial Service to be 5y mbnlu.mg with Rome, and
no part of God’s Publick Worthip, . or any Com-
manded part of @ Minifters (ork, and though 1t is
faid, lt has no relation to the dead at all; bur only
for the Fd:nizaton glghe prs.‘,wm was it denyed
to the Living.atest ral of the Reverend I\’L,
Klenry V:;r.:g’f,m ? why 1s Mgdeny’d to- the baving &
the Funeral ol u;zbaprycd,;,{u‘;d Excommunicated per-
fons 7 Why is i¢ read oft.times when the Pesple are
Poniey €XCEPL TWO that remain (o cover the Carf.f?
Why do the deceafed perfons pay for it ? and lately
there was a poor man, to whom it was denyed, be=

caule unbaprifed ¢ Aétions with vulgar People, are
IRCIS
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more demmnﬂmﬁvm than Hords. And whqr Edi-

fication does that afford to the Lz’-‘f‘”?xg, that is read
at theentry of [ht’ Chuveh yard, of which few or none
hear one Word ? and whv 15 not all cither read in
the De sk, or at the Grave ?

II. The Second thing wherein we d flent from you
15, your Camns, which few of your felves chey and
obferve, 10, not fuch as have Sworn Obedience 1o them.
Thi._y are moft Arbitrary Decrees,{ when not rarity-
ed by Authority ; ; ) not at all fuitzble to the ftate

ot the Church ; neither dare we take the Oath of
Affent and Confest, that they contamn morhing conitrary
to the Word of God, while both vyou and we are

otherwife p.s ‘waded.

111, A Third thing wherein we diffenr, iscon-
CEfmng the Government of the Church b? Arch-
Bifbops, Bifbops, Chauncellors, Camm;ﬂanﬂ:g Deansg
B.aw and Chapters, Arch Deaconsy E9¢, as not have-
ing foundation in the Screpeures,nor the Government
of the G Gofpel-Charches, nor agreeable to the Go-
vernment of the firft Centuries after eur Saviour.
And though we are tor Scriprure Bijhops both hame
and cfhice, and with with Dr. 22 5id i his poerical
ﬁs"‘“‘, Where theve is 0928, there were ren | neither
wc:uld refufe the Government of the filt (wo or
three hundred years after our Saviour ; and it is
kriown ﬁt}ﬁ nft le P}'fs.’)yﬁ'nﬂﬁw in E‘!’UH"*:” ﬂ,.,ﬁd
to emorace Dr Ufber, his model of ENIEh Crverm:
ment 5 yet there are feveral things in which we
mﬁ nry, and which many ijﬂii?'.f diflike in Eoglith

v Diocefan Bifvopsy or Prelacy ; as,

C 2 1. Creating,

e i
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1.Creating &Erecting new Offices &Officers,belides
whar Chrilt gave to and Inftiruted in his Church,
the Names whereof are not fo much as known or
mentioned 10 the Scriprures,

2, Promoting Preeminence, and deftroying that
Miniflersal Parity, our Saviour Commanded, and
Induftrioufly maintained ia his days, forbidding all
Maftery and Dominion over one another. | |

3. Their ziluming high and Lordly Titles, and
Temporal Dignirses, and Civil places, being advanced :
above moft Peers and States men : This was offen-
{ive to good Old Latimer, who in a Sermon ade
viled King Ed. 6.to uniord all the Lordly Bifbops,
and remove them from all their Temporal Offices and
Empioyments, that they mizht follow thyr Spirstual
Plough-Tas!,

<D ;

4. Their-frequenting the Courz, attendiog the
Counc:l Tabley and fitting 10 Parliaments, to the great
negleCt of their charge and Work, being above
Prmcbfw‘g! Pmﬁng and Admiﬂiﬁfing of Sacramentg,
and Church Government toe ; theretore a Non Preach-
ang Bifhop, called a Preaching Bifbop,a Preaching Cox-
comb. And what prejudice would it be to the
State, but what a great advantage to the Church, if
the Government {aw it meet to revive again, that |
old vote ofa Church of England Parliament, recorded |
in Bakers Chronicles, That no Bifbop fbould bave any }
Votein Parliament, nor any Fudicial power, in the :
Star Chasmbery wor bear any [way in Temporal Affairs,
and that no Clergy-man flioyld be in the Commiffion of
the Peace. | ,

5. Dhetr Grafping at a larger Charge qver many
great Longregations of a Vaft Diocefs, whereby ar
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Epifcopal Charge, £nd care can no' more be perform-
ed, or Difcharged in the fight of God, ( As over the
‘Diocels of London, and all Euglife Planraiiins s
while fo much 1ime is {pent at Conre, and in fecular
aﬂéirs, ) than the Italign Bﬂ:’ap can De Metropolstan
of the Chriftian tWerld.

6 Though they have Forms prefcribed for many
things, yet no Forms nor Dirc&ions, for tryal and
examination of Cand:dates or Expe&iants, for Ordi-
nasion to the Miniftry ; For tuining one of the 39
Artecles into Latin, and proving it from Scripiure,
18 already done to their hands ; (o that any Gram-
marian or Schoel Boy may do it

L gl S,

o'l e i e e LAl gl D

4 Laﬁl?-, We d{l:nt from the D;-;r’éfpf;'m ana
Cenfures ok the Church of England ; and chough they
are wi-hout all Church Difcipiine and Cenfure in every
Plantation ot dmerica ; yer as it is managed in Eng-
land;, many of your own Sons dillike it, as well as we 3
efpeciaily in thefe particulars.
| 1. lts abfolutenefs ; being exercifed by a fole Aus
| therity in the brealt of a particular Diocefan, a@ing
| all in bis own ngme, without” Commiffion or Wag-
rant from aay other ; and Sir. Francis Bacon who
was highly for the Church of Eungland, tells us, the
! Bilhop gives orders alome, excommunicates alone,
‘j and afbrms it to bz withour Example in all good Go-
' vernment ; for Kings and Monarchs have their
Counceilourssthe Couris of Kings bench Commsn Pleas,
and Exc/aff;r_uer,haﬁ?e many Effaf:;;*fs ? and the €hancellor
hath the aflittance of 12 Mafters of Chauncery.  Ard
I am aflured; -the Scripture warrant is directed toa
sympery Dic Eoclefiey sell the Church,

29 The
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1. T he Authoiity & Power of Difcipline 13 gene-
rally managed by Delegationy or Deputation of Lay
Perfons, as Chauncellours,Offisialsy Regiflers, Sumners,
Canonifts &c. chooling fuch as hbelps in Government,
rather than the Clergy, which the Lerd Verulam
afftrms to be contrary to all rules of good Government -
for Offices of confidence and skill, cansior be exer-
cifed by Deputies; the confidence and truft being
Perfona! and Inperent, cannot be tranfpofed to an
rgnorant, and unqualifyed Lay-Perfon, more than
fuch can be deputed, to Preach the IWord, and Admi-
nifter the Sacraments.

3. The Eoglith Church-Difcipline 1s turned into
a meer Money matter, and the ufe of Chrifts RKeyes
1s made Mercenary, punilhing the Purfes; and not
atHiting the Confeiences of the Delinquents 5 as a
great man of the Church, in a Sermon Preached at
one ot the Univerfities, told them, Claves Chrifis
pulfant crumenasy now wverberant Conjcientias. And
Hickringale aflares us from his certain knowledge,
that Guinea’s will procure Abfolutions trom Des Com-
mons, without any Confeffion or {hew ot Repentance ;
yea, Without a fighe ot the guiley, party ; 2 more
bare-faced prallice than ot the Romifb Churches,
who aiways ufc Confeffion, and Pennance tor a Cloak’®

I hope thefe things will etigage you to be more
favourable and charitable to D ffenters, antil you
m e rationally weigh and confider the grounds and
reafons of their Diffent, tor they mav fometimes and
in fome cales be the purer & better part of a Nation ;
23 £3e Church ot frael in Egypt, and in all their
other Captivitics were  Difienters : The three

worthies
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worthies in Duaniel were Difienters in Babylon ; and
Daniel under Darius, Was a Diffenter. Qur Savi-
our, all bis Difciples and Apofties,with their Chriftian
tollowers, were Diffenters, until Conftantines Reign 3
and all Chriflians in Mabometan Dominions, and
Pagan Countrics all Proteftants in Popilh Countries;
and your f{clves io Scotland, and all ferreign parts,
are Diffenters 3 and it were bard and uncharitabie
to condemn all thefe as Trayrors and Schifmatscks.
In favour of feme Diflenters, 1 {hall enly lay down
cne faying from your Hale ot Schifmy, Al pious af-
fembiies in times of perfecutzon and corruprion, are the
enly lawful Congregationsy and the, publick Afemblies,
though according to form of Law, are indeed nothing but
Riots and Conventicles, if [tained with Cerrupiiin

and SuperStition
Therctore let us il value and efteem #ziy In
Doétrine, and Worfkip, and the greater and more
weighty matters, preferring it before an exact and
accurate Uniformity, in every Punélilio ot Ciicum-
fance, and Ceremony, Whicn #o Nation hath bitherto
attatned, the Church of England not excepted ; for
what uniformity is between your Cathedral and
Parochial Woithip ? between fuch Churches as
have Organs, and thofe that want them ? betwcen
{uch as §ing, or Chant the Serwice, and fuch as do
not 2 between fuch as read the whole Service, and
others that Minse ity and read but a part ¢ between
thofe that begin with a free Prayer, and fuch as <o
not © And in the fame Congregaticns, what Uai-
formity is between fuch as ufe Refporfes, and fuch as
do not ¢ between fuch as Bow to the Eqf?, or the
Alrar, and fuchy as do woz ¢ between {ugh as Z’W’Z’bf’
neey

et ——
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knee, and thofe that only bow the bead, at the Namte
or Word, Fefuss  WHat amiformizy between fuch as
Sing Pfalms, and moft that do mor ? And | find ma-
fiy of the Sons of the' Church, break aniformizy, and
Canons,as well as their Neighbours : what uniformity-
461, or Common. Prayer, allows any o ‘E}Egin with a
Prayer of their owng, asthe greatelt and beft have
done, though others call it a Gemewva erick ? What
uniformity- 2t eny ins Organs, and Sinmginz Bojes:
and where is bowing tothe Eqft and Altar, with all
other Ghurch Honours, communded ? What war-
rants the ufe ot the' pablick Form lor private Baptifm ?
why is the burial Service Tead over any Diflenters,
that are all cxcommunicared by your Canons ?

Ler me humBly and carneftly, with all Subauifs
fion addrcls the cenformable Clergy, in this illand, to
inftruct their People, that they and we profefs the
fame Chriltian and Proteffant Religion, only with
{ome alierations 10 external Ceremoniesand circum-
Parices 3 that 'we may unite inafl ¢tion and ftrengrh,
againft the common Enemy ot otr Reformation,

Li &

and concur in the great work of the Gofpel, tor the
manif fation of ' Gaods Glory, and the Conviction,
Conveérfion and “Salvation of Souls in this 1ilind,
nftrolting fuck as are Ignorant, in the principal &
grear things ot Religion, promoting vertze and true
holinéfs, and Preaching down and reproving all
Atheifmr, icreligion, 2nd profanity, fealiog and cons
firming all by an univerfal Copy, pattern and (xame
ple, of a holy, and Minifterial Lite and Coaver-

I have often dornte it, and [ continue to Pray for
the zealous codcurrence ‘of the Secwfar power, and
Cius
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Givil Magiftrate, to whom the Swodof Fuflice 18
committed, for the terrour of the Ewvsl doers, and
praife of thofe that do well, that for promociing a
vifible Reformation in this [fland, from the Evils
that bave long expoféd us to the beavy Judgments
of a Righteous God, they would firit reform thesr
ewn Lives, and impartially execute thele Good Laws,
according to thetr Oatbs, againft all Blafpbeming,
Curfing, Swearing, Wioredom, Sabbath breaking, all
Prophanity, Impiety avd Irrel1gion, that our Land
may be exalted by Righteoufiefs, and $in may no
longer be our Reproachs

Candid Reader, They frequently charge Difienters
that when others are the Afcendent, they Cry out
againft Perfecution, and for Moderation 5 but. When
they are wppermof?, they are as fevere asany 3 ‘Lhe
former is patural tor' all mer, that when they are
maftered, or like to be conquered, they cry out for

Quarter, and plead moderation, as we find the Church

of England, fhewed as much of it as any, woen there
was occalion, and ground for it. Whar conde-
fcenfions and fair promsifes did they allow K. Charles
1L to make, yea, and to take the Corenation Qaips
of Scotland, to maintain Presbytérian Governimens
there, and alfo to give Sclemn Proteltations ac
Breda, to Diflenters ot England, confirmed by a De-
claration for Liberty to all tenderConfriences ? but foon
after the Reftoration, all was violated and focn
torgot: The next time they werc under: any fears,
was at the Difcovery of the Grand Popifb Plet, arnd
freth pretences for moderation were then Publithed ;
but continued not lqrgﬁ ending in a §kam plot; and

i | 5
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& it ﬁrﬂzs ion And the next trouble theChurch
of England wWas tny Was waen the Seven Biflops
weie in the iﬂ'u very, only for refuflirgre engege
upon thetr Honows o anfwer arthe K Banch, (0
what the *11*‘ b 0b « i‘:c againdt them j and then in
their Pe rion 1o tne lare K they ﬁ."_}}‘{.}uﬂ;d a great
deal tr rdernefs to Difienters 3 and abour the time

....-ﬁ'

T

ot f%“ ince of O his landirig, all their Difcourfe
was of u;i*?z nd Comprebenfim 5 and afterwards

cot:firmacd h; an Addrefs, and their M 1y-fties pro-
mifed to endeavour an Agreement, b tmen the
Church of England and Pro osefiant DifSenters s and 1a
adhering ro his Royal Pro muf and de¢ {1;:‘."“: arft fecu-
red to F‘ (I nters an effabiifbed Liberty, and foon after
iffucd forth a Com "mj; ity | uumﬁ d on the Preface to
the Common Prayer 5 which the Csnvecation, atler they
were fecured and fafe from their Jate tears and trou-
bles,took no furrher poiice of,bur in oppolitior: to all
Ihtl] larelv P! of {1:d ¢ ﬂwaermﬁ f,frf-u d 0 part wich
one wa’jfﬂ'em Ceremony, 10 obedi-ne- to thetr Ma-

gefties  Autpority, or tor  Union with Ds [senters.

Thnat the God of all Grace, would blefs the
World with a better Spirit, is the Prayer of,

Sire,
Your d:voted Servant
in all Civility,
Barbad- g,
Decemmber 1.8, |
1697,  FRANCIS MACKEMIE.

Poitlcript,

- e e
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Mong the mifreprefentarinns of the principles
anad t._':ar-*:'_';:?‘..:.: g of the Preshyrerzans w this

[{iand, | cannor torbear tuking "; ccial notice
of fm,;bﬂr:'rmf?i: _*‘rk {0 very (J-gp 0 the \/:d
ot R-is ﬁ’*m ¢ ﬁu; that the D.ét. ine of El:ftion and
Reprobation, astaught i‘:“’f the rigtc Presbyterians of
the Kirk of  Scutlas 2d, 1S COn’ Tary to the Weord ot
God, and a great dilcourag: ment to Piety.. Tho'
| owe not mv birth, but a part of my Educaicn
only to that Kngdom, yet having r.ad nar}' ot

L

their Books, heard feveral of their Minifters, for fevea

ral years, on all DaCtrines of the Christian Reiigion,
and having alwaves with m2, their Confeffion of Faith,
h*tf‘ Catechifms, with many found and excellent
Treaifs 3 | do profefs my felt fully of their Senti-
ments in this, and all ather Dorines of Fatrh, and
in (Gods {trepgth fhall never {werve nor prevaricate ¢
Andin thetr b-halt do protefs and declare, they hold
no Predeftination, but what” 1s maintained mn all the
Calvinif}, Reformed Churches 2broad, and by ali the
Prc.ré)zermm in E'ﬂ“’?’ana’ and Ireland ; and turther,
the farae which s held and mainrain:a by the Efta-
blifhed Church afiimﬁmd it 1 prove this, | hope you
wiil own thev have been pa‘ip i*q mi !”p"f(fntf(“

Andithar | may cft-Guallv and undenvablv do ir,
I (hall firft lay down the D é&trine of the Church
ot Scocland, both from their Catechifms, anc Confef

Jim of Faizh o fh&i‘r‘ Sherrer Catechifm, learned &

taught by many tn the Church ot Engiend, they
D2 teachy
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teach, That the Decrees of God, are the eternal Counfel
of bis will, whereby for his own Glory he hath foreor~
dained whatfoever comes to pafs.  In thetr larger
Catechifm, they are {ome-what fuller, and teach,
* that the Dzcrees of God are the wife, free and holy
*.acls of the Counfel of his Will, whereby from all
* Ererniry, he hath for his own Glory, unchangeably
¢ foreordained whaifbever comes to pafs in time,
f elpacially concerning Angels and Men : And in
the tollowing Q, they further tezch, ¢ That God by
f an eternal and immutable Docree, our of his meer
¢ Love, tor the Praife ot hisGlorious Grace, to be
f manitefted in due time, hath Ele&@¢d fome Angels
“ to Gilory, and in Chrift hath chofen fome men une
* ta Ererpal Lifc, and the means thereof, and aceor-
“.ding to his Sovereign power, and the unfearchea-
S bie Counfel of his Will, whereby he ¢xtendeth
£ or with-holdeth favour as he pleafeth, hath paff.d
by and fore-ordained thgreft to dithonour and
* wrath, to be for theic Sin infliGed, to the praife
* of his Jultice. And what is for our purpofe in
thesr Contefion of Faith, is this: -+ 2d Parag.
By the D crees of God, tor the manifettation of
his Glory, fome Men and Angels are Pres
“deltinated unto  everlafting Lite, and others
*fore-ordained to everlafting Death 4. Thofe
“ Angels 2nd Men thus predeftinated & fore- ordatne
‘ed to gverlafting Lite, are particularly and un-
“changeably defigned, and their number fo certain,
“and d finite, thar it cannot be efther encreafed or
* diminifhed, 5. Thofe of markind that are pre-
£ deltinared unto Life, God before ' the Foundation
¢ of the W erld was laid, according to his eternal and

n "
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“immurable parpofe, and the fecret €asunfel and
¢ good pleafure of his Will, hath chofen in Chrif
® unto everlatiing Glory, out of his mrer free graice
¢ and love, withour any forefight of Fuih or good
* Works, or perfeverance in either of them, or any
¢ other thing in the Creature, as Caufes or Conditi-
¥ ons'moving him thereunte, and all to the praife of
¢ hisglorious Grace. 6 As God hath apnointed
“the Elect unt Glory, (o hath ke by the Eternal
and molt free purpife of his Will, fore-ordained
$ all the means thereunto ; wherefore they who are
“BleCled, being fallen in 4dam, are redeemed by
¢ Chrift, are eff &ually called unto Faith in Chritk
* by his Spiric working io due feafon, ars Tuftityed,
¢ Adopred and Sanétityed, and kept by his power
® through Faith unte Salvation : neither are any ‘o-
® ther redeemed by Chrift, Eft &uatly, Jattilyed,
* Adoped, Sanétityed & Suved, but'the Eicét only,
¢ 7. "The reft of mankind God was pleaf-d accor-
“'ding to the unfearchable Counfel of his own Will,
““whereby he'exendeth or with-holdeth mercy as
* he pleafeth, for the'glory of his Sovereign power
¢ over his Creatures, to pafs by and ordain them to
“ Difhonour and Wrath for their Sin, to the praife

* of his glorious Juftice. ‘8. The Do&rine of this

“high Myltery of Predeftination, ‘is to be handled
* with fpecial prudence and care, that men atrencing
* the will of %God reveslid in his Word, and yield-
“ing obedience thercunto, ‘may from rne ceriainty
“ot their Efl=Gual Vocation, be flured ot rtheir
“trernal Eicction. So fhall thic D& ine of 74
° mutter ot Praife, Reverence und Atmiratior, and
*of humilicy diligence, und ‘abundance of confolatinn
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“toall that Gincerely obey the Gofpel. Let 2ny
man miake it app-ac that this is not the unanimous
Do&rine of the Church of Scotland, and that they
teach any other Doétrine difagreeing hereunto, E¢
erse mihs masnus Apollo,

[ mnft confefs [ have oft heard ,how fome upon all
occafions, have bicterly run ar the D:&rime of Pre=
deftination, as if none maintained fuch 2 Docl ing
bur we 3 And a Mf?;-ﬂﬂ' qf,lrr:m‘ 'ﬂmdi called ity A
damnable Do8rine : and [ now jaftly wonder to re-
ceive fuch a CharaQer of Predeft:natim trom {ome,
thi‘lt 0 is contrary to the word Gf God and a grea d;]-‘-
conragement to Fiety. Therefore | am now ro pros
duce the rec:ived and approvsd Doltrine of the
Church of England, concerning. Pred-§tination, fince
the Reformarion to this Dav 5 and (hidl begin with
the 39 Arricles agra-a-d 130N 1 2 Convocarion held
at London 1552, in the Reign of Edw 6 and fre-
quently renewed & ratitved in the tollowing Reigns,
and conrinued che effsblifoed D Eirsne of the Church
to this day, which Diffenters with fome allowed ex-
ccpions {ubferibe as their own Dofliine, as a legal
qualifhzation for our Liberty | with veu would
read and conlider again the 1725 Aricle, Vi ¢° Pre-
* defination tolife 1s the everlafting purpoie ot GGod,
““ whereby before the foundations of the World were
““laid, he hath conflantly decreed by his Counlel,
£¢ fecrer 10 U, to deliver from curfe & damnation,
“ the fo, whem he bath chofen in Chrift Jefus our of
¢ maskind, and to bring them by Chrilt to everlaft-
 ing Salvation, as veflels mad= to honour § where-
“tore thev thar b2 endued with fo Excellent a be-
“ ncfi of God,be called according to Gods purm{fg
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“ by his Spirit working in9due feafon, they through
“ Grace obey the calling, they be Juftiiyed treely,
““they be made Sons ot God by Adoption, they
“ be made like the Image of his only begotten Son
“ Jefus Chrift, they waik religicully in good works,
““and at length by Gods mercy (hey atrain to evers
 lafting telicty, As the Godly confideration of
““ Predeftination, and our flietion in Chrifty s full
“of fweet, pleafant ard unipexkable comiort to
“ Gedly perfons, and fuch as feel in themfelves the
“‘ workings ot rhe Spjrit ot Chrift, mertitying the
“ works of'the fi<fh, and their earthly members, and
‘“ drawing up their mind ro high & heaventv things,
““ as well becaufe it doth eftabiifh and confirm their
“ Faith of eternal Salvation, to be eryoyed through
“ Chrift, as becaufe it doth-frequently kindle theie
¢ Love towards God, (o for curious and carnal per-
““{ons, lacking the Spirit of Chrift, to have conrinu-
‘¢ aily before their eyes,the fentence of Gods Predeft:-
¢ netion, 15 a molt dangerous downfall, whereby the
Dcvil doth thruft them either to defperation, or 1a-
to wrerchlefsnefs of moft unclean living, no lefs
perilous than defperation.  Furthermore we mult
receive (Gods promifes in fuch wile, as they be ge-
nerally fet torth to us in the ho'y Scriprures, and
‘““ and in our doings that will of God s to be tol-
“ lowed, which we have exprefsly declared to us in
¢ the word ot God  And us o the fenfe of this Ar-
ticle, take it from the Learned of the Church of Eng-
land, Dr. Whitaker, in his Cygnea Cantio, pay.16,17.
( Dr.Bridges ftiles this, The chiefeft Arvicle of the Chui ch
in Doirine.}) M Thomas Rogers in his dnal, fis,Dound
up formerly with - the Avacles.  Dr, Tiyfins in bis
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Commentary on Lambeth- Articles, {ully explain this
Article, & raile rhefe conclufions trom it 1. Thac
there is a Predefiination ofcertain men to eternalLile
a preteri ion, predeitination, or Reprobation of certaint
men unto Death. 2. That this Predeflination 15 n6
maniteft, no open D-cree, into the g ounds & caule
of which every mean capacity may dive, but a hid4
den purpofes counfel or decree of Godywhith is kept
fecret trom vs. 34 That this Predeftination 1o lite 19
trom Etermity., 4. That it is aliogether smmutable
and unchangeable as God himfelf.  This s e ettas
blithed Doétrine which all the Clergy of the Church
of Engiand, fublcribe or afl=nt unto at rdinations

Do&rine of the Church in this poinr, is 'from ‘the
Lambeth Articiesyagreed upon at Lamberh Floule, by
“Fonn Arch-bithop ot Canterbury, Richard Blhep of
L.ondmy Richard B{hop of Bangor, D« Tindall, PDean
ot Biie, Dr i¥siraker protdlir ot Divipity at Cam-
bridge, wizh fcveral learned Divines of the Ghuich
with the approbarion of Mazthew Arch: Bithop of
| York, compoird ai firft in Latin and fent to the Uni-
: vetfity ot Cambridye, to prevent and crulh fome Ar
minian Conv overfizs that were beginding to be raifs
ed there ¢ yer ¢ {hall give you in Englith Four of
Nine, that relate te@ Predeflination, never et 1M
peached or 1cj ¢ted by the Church, 48 inconfiftent
with the 39 Ariiclesy but inferted in the Irelana Av
ticles, and allowed of in the conlerence at Hampton:
Court. ¢ 1. God trom eternity hatn Pred:ffinatea,
* cerrain men unco Life, certain men he bath Prés
¢ deftinaced, or reprobated unto Dearh. 2. The
¢ moving and cflicient caule Of Predefrination unto
| - ale

The nex: demonftration and difcovery of the
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8 Life, is not the fore fight of Faith or Perfeverance;
¢ or good works, or of any thing in the perfons Pre-
¢ deftinated, but enly in the good will and pleafure
¢ of God, 3. There is a Predeflinate number of
¢ Predeftinate, which can neither be augmented nor
8 dininithed. 4. Thofe who are net Predeftinated un-
* t0 Salvation are weceflarily davmcd for thesr Sinss
This is more plain and particular, than any thing 1
have heard taught by Presbyterians, and yet it is the
Doékrine of the Church of England.

L

The next Teftimony from that Church for Pres
deftination, is the Articles of Ireland, agreed upcn by
the Arch-Bifhops, Bifhopr, and the Clergy of that
Kingdem in a Cenvocation, held at Dublin, 1615,
& feeing they were Bngliflh Divinesand a part of the
Englifb Chareh, under one King,they werc received,
approved and licenfed by the Government; as
agreeable to the 3 9. Articles, ahd alfo thofe ot Lam-
beth ; therefore | fhall record out of them what con-
cerns Predeftination; or the Decrees of Gods
¢ gre. 11. God from all eternity did by his un-
¢ changeable Counfel, ordain whatfoever in timé
¢ fhouM come to pals; yet {o a8 thercoy no violence
¢ is offered to the wills of the realonable Creatures,
¢ and neither the Libérty nor Contingenty of Second
¢ caufes is taken away, but eftablifhed rather, __
¢ 12, By the fame eternal Counfely God hath
¢ Predeftinated fome unto Life, and Reprobased fome
¢ unto Death, of both which there is a certain nugn»
¢ ber, knowni only to God, which €an neither be erd
¢ creafed nor diminifhed. ety WHOH
€ 13. Predeftination snto Life, is the everlafting
¢ purpole of God, whereby betore the fouhdatimsg
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% the World were'laid, he hath confandydecresd ih
* his Secrer Counlel, to deliver trore cuvfe and:dam-
* nation, thele whom he hath chofen i Chuft, dut
¢ ot mankind, and o bring them by Chrift.to ever-
¢ lattivg Saivation, as vefiels: madeé unto: hodoge.
" 14 The caule movirg God o Predeflimate, 15
* not the forefecing of Faih. -or Perleverance, « of i
* Good Works, or of anythingin the perfens Pre-
: dt‘:iﬁﬂﬂt&d, out @n]y the' good p"'c:afw‘e ot Gotl hims
¢ felts for all things bring ardamed tor'the maniefa- 5
“ ticn of ‘his Glorj , and his Gilory'being to appear, §
poth 10 the works of his Mercy & Jufl cey 1 feeme
ed good unto his heavenly wifdoy to choofk out
a certaln number toward whom he' would extend
his undeforved Merey, leaving  thevareft to:: be
° Spectacles of his Juftices - o el 1l
" 15 Suchas are Predefiinated untorLife, be called
¢ according to Gods:purpofe, his Spitoworking in
* due featun, and through Grace they obey the:call-
‘ing, they be Jultifyed freely, they.be made- Sons of
" God by Adopiion, thev bermade like the Image ot
ns oniybegotten Son Jefus Chrift, they walk reif-
“ e1oullyvin good Wiork:,and at lengrhs by Goc's
‘ Mercy they ateain to- éve lafting felicicy 5 -but fuch
® as are not-Predeflinated: to Salvation, {hall finally
oe condemn-d tor théir Sigs, | .
©16.- The Godly confideration of Predestination,
And our Efetion in Chirift, is full of fiweer;. pleafanr)
& uafpeakable comtort.toGodly perfons; 8 fch a5
teed in themfelves the working of theSpirit ol Chrift,
mortitying the woiks of the fl. th & theit carthly
members, andsdrawing up their minds-to high and
ncavenlyhings,as well becaufe it doth greatly cone
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“fairny &-eftablifh their faish, of eternzl Salvition, te
‘. be enjoved thio’ Chriftjas becaufe it doth “ervently
“ kindle ‘heir Love towards God 3 and onhe con-
‘atrary fide for curfous & caraal perfons, lacking rhe
‘. Spirit ot Chrift, to have continually betore their
“‘Eyes, the:Sentence of Gods' Predeftinarion, is very
“dangerous. « ‘I'bts is the Doétrine of the Clureh of
Ireland 8¢ fo exattly agrecabie to the 3¢ Ariicies, &
thofe ot Lambeth, that | need (2y no more of them

Ano her dilcovery of th:Doltrine of Predeflination:
s from chexSuftrages 6f the five Reprefentatives of the
Charch of Eng'and, at the'Sviod 'of Dare,Dr. CarletoR
Bithop ol Cuichester. DrsSamusl 774 d publick Divie
nity prof {i»rat Cambridge, Dr.'Davenant Bilhop ot
Saisburyy e Balcanguel Dean of Rechestery and Dr.
Tiromas Goad; who were called and z{l-mbled 'to nip
Arminiansfm in the buc @ and they beitgCommiflio-
nated &tenr by the Supream Authority in the Nt
on ; theirduii-agee as recotded'in the publick Aéts
of thatSynod; and by D #vard, in his ' Suffiapium
Britannorum, care 1o be found & were then reciived
& approvedias the D&t ine ‘of the Chuieh of Englard.

And fthouid 1t not spprar a worder and be a fur-
frife to the bearers; tho the'Preachers cannor:-belg
norant of ity that' the Common Prayer Book, the ordi-
pary & Univerﬁ! Bock of their Davorion thoold gi‘i e
its Suffrage and bear its weftimony for Predefljnacion,
Gr Elettionywhich upon a'wiore {tr1ét obfeyvarion all
{hall fiad PlntheColle€t for @i Sainty Bay,ic bogins,
Aimiphty Gidywho baf? Rrit together thine Elect in one
communiony and fel owjnip in the myfiical Body of ChrifE
Fefus aurLord It God has an E'c&ed people, there
mult fome be lefe our and pafled by, otherwile there
i B2 i
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can be 0o Ele@ion or Choie. In the Catechifm genes
rally taught unto Children, in Anfwer to Q. 6. It is
replyed in the third place, In God the Holy Ghoff, whe
Santlifyed mey and all’ the Ele& people of God » Which
piainly 1nftrucls us,thatGod cheofesh to San&ification,
and holinefs as well as to Salvation,and that all E-&
ories thallbe Sanétifyed & confequently Saved. In the
burial of the Dtad, inthe firft prayer after the Lords
Prayer 5 Befecching thee, that 5t may pleafe thee of 2hy
gracious Gosdnefs, [hortly to accomplifh the number of
¢hine KleCt. Here is not only an Ele& oot a definite
and cerain Number determined with God, which aré
not yez gecomplifhed, and the number of fuch as ara
left ot and pafid by,is alfo certain and determined.
In a Godly prayer at all times, which isadded to fomsé
old Bibles,here is this paffage 5 I that st bath pleafed
thee freely: and of thine own accordy to Blet and choofe
#s to Saivation before the beginning of the World This
is plain language, and in the Bocks of Dewvotion, and
even thofe who lictle thought Common Prayey favours
€d Pred:flination, which they oft called a Damnabls
Doélrine, and isfo particular, for a Do&rine, ' fome of
your Neighbours have aff:rted, ¢ontrary 2o the word
of God, and 4 great difcouragement toPiety 3 So that |
wonderhow the Oxford Qath of Afient & Confens (hall
relifh for the future, whérein men Swear, That nothing
83 contasned in the . Book of Cannons, Qrdination of
Bifbops, and Common’ Prayer, contrary to the word of
God, {eeing Predeftination is tound in one of them,
- We callin allb to wiga<fs for us, the Hamilies of
the Chorch, which appéar to be principally the cfta-
lithed Doétiine thereo, for the moft part compofed
by the Atch:bithop Cranmer, who {zaléd among ma-
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Ay moré, this and other truths, with his Blaod. [t
were oo tedious to tranfcribe ail here,bue | (hall give
a paflige or two, to engage Readers to be more At
tentive and obfervant for the future. T herefore in
the 24 part about p, 166. ‘God of his mercy & fpes
¢ cial favour, towards them whom he hath spp mméd
 to everlafting Salvation, hath fo offered his Gr

¢ efprcially, and they have fo received it frult{u!ly
¢ that aleho’ by reafon of their fintul living out ward-
¢ ly, they feerfied before to have been the Children of
¢ wrath 82 perdatung& et now the Spirit ofGod might-

¢ ily working in theii unto the obedience ol Gods
¢ willy that theéy aré the undoubted Children otGod,

appomted ufité e‘varlaﬁm Life: for the Goed fruit
¢ s not the taul® the tree is good : but the tree muft
‘ firft be good, before it can brmg forth good fruit.
Thi: & much more may be tound in both parts for
confirmation of this Doé’crme of Predeflinatica.

l refer you allo to a Church of England Cﬂ!éﬂb’fmg
enjoyned by K Edw. 6. to all Schoolmafters, for ins
frution of Children throughour the Kingdom,
v.f'herelh it is afforted, ¢ That rl & faithful were fore-

¢ ¢hofen, Predcﬂmated and appointed te ever'aftin
¢ life, betore the World was made, & that the caufe %
our]uﬂiﬁfar!oh & Salvation, isthe go odnefs & love of

. Gad,wbereby he chofe us, before he made the world.
% I canihot ondit certain QFH:IOHS & Anfwers con-
cerning Predeftination, publ fhn.,d by I{obert Parker,&
¢ontinued to be bound in wi rh your Bibles, uitil the
year 1815. | {hall give you a hint thereot in two ot
three Qleﬂions reiatmg to Predeftination. ¢ Q. Are
 not ail orduined ¢o esernallife ? A. Someare Ve flels
vf %_i’ta_gh Etdam*—“d {o Deﬁm& 01, a3.0thert are
Ri ¢ Vel
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x “Vefiels of Mercy, prepared for Glory. Q. How.

“to Damnation ¢ A Very weil, becaufe all men have
‘ In themlelves Sin, which deferveth. no lefs, & rheres
¢ tore the mercy ot God . is wondertul, in that he

“A. By the motions ot Spirirual Life, which belong=
°.eth only to the Childien of God, | might enlaige
with variety of T'eft:monics io tavour of hisDodtrine,
from the Learned and Godly mn all the pait Reigns,
from the Retormation down ward ; and fhill con-
clude wih that honcurable, and venerable Suft »oe
of Primate Ufbery in bis Sum and fubiftance of Christis
an Rolsgion, wiich for the Surisfuétion of ally | {hall
deliver in his own words, . ¢ Q Whar are the parts
*of Predeflinition ? A EleBliin & Reprobation = Q.
* What 15 Eletion ? A. Tis the evertafting Pred. f#4-
W * mation or tore-appoin'ment ®f certain A ‘guls and
' “ men unro everlafting it and bl fleduels,. tor the
" praile of Gods glorious Grace and Goodnels Q.
* Whatis Reprobation ? A. It isthe erernal torezp<
1 *'polatment of certain Angels & men unto everlaft-
" ¢ ing Difhonour and Deftru&tion, God of his own
* free wiill determining to pafs them by, refufe, & caft
‘them off, and for (im condemn and punifh them,
t with eternal Death, And to thefe you ‘may add
moft Churchk of England Books common among us
as alfo that cemmon Bock a'moft in every Family,
The Prallice of Piety, Se it.is to be hoped you will
not adventure to fay, the Church of Seotiand holds any
other Predeftinationythan what is the DoClrine: t?,:f ‘t;hz
s Chure

* flandeth it wihGods $ufbice,that me are appointed:

!- - TR ——
- - '-.-"'Ftii?!-"." T '—'I--FI;"-__ .

" Vouched (o fave fome of thar finful race, rand ¥o
* bring them to the knowledge of the [ruch Q. Bue
“how fhall  knew Iam ordasned to etermal lite P-
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- Church of England; or tha it is contrary to the word of

God, and agreat difo.uragement o Piety.

| am very unwiili- g 10 engagein a further contros
verly about this Doéirine, o fully handled, and futh-
ciently vindicated alreacy, left 1 fhould engage fome
of your i{lind in a moft unnatural War, againft theie
ewn Morhér Church: and fhould it not be a Paradox
to Barvad.s, to hear of a Presbyterian taking up the
Cudgels, 1n detence of a fundamental eftabiiflred Doss
trine, apainft a Sony a2 Membery and a Minifter of the
Engiifh Church ?  And fecing one hath been pleafed
to run upen Qiierics on this occalion, I am obliged
to enterrain you wirh a few, concerning the contfo-
verted Doétrivie, in brhall borh ot Diff ‘nters and-the
Churchof England:  The Quaries are thefz,

1. Wherher God be not an abfolue & Sovereiga
power & being, having irhnirely a greater & more
illimired and boundlefs Authoriiy, { over the higheft
and beft of his creaturesy  without ‘bring controuied
by, or accountable te them j | fayy; more than the
Potter has over the clay, he frames at his pleafure,
tor honourzble & difhonourable ults & frvices ?
2. Whether God from an infinite and eternal
knowledge knows infallibly, the certain & determined
number of ‘them that fhall be Saved, and fhall be
Damned, which number fhall never be encreafed,
neither: cap be diminifhed ?

37 ' Whether it 1s God. of bis own will, free grace
and. goodnefs, that makes the difference between Bes
lsevers and Unbelievers ? Rl ~.;

4: Whether the immutable and unchangeabls Da-
erees of GGod, in the execurion of them, rob the crea-

tuce of 1ts Jibertyy 1n acting or doing?
54 Wh&thsr
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%, Whether a Sianer without the fpecsal and en-
tire Grace of G‘n#, can repent, belicve, regeacrateg
and fave himfell™? -

6. WhetherGod can be accounted unjuft for dams

ning a part, while he might jultly have damned the
®hole Wa}s”d OT [hﬁir S;I‘l ?
9. Whether God d:ligned the S$alvation of any
without boline/s; faith and repentaner, or the damna-
tiom of any without fore-running $im, final wnb:lief;
and impenitency ? '

8 Whether God ablolutely and unchangeably
determined with himfelf the peried and end of our
dayes in this lite ¢ ,

- g. Whether God the Father determined from all
eternity, to fend bis own $ow our Sayioury into the
World.& ali his particular Suftzrings in theWorld @

18 Whether we (hould deery or difown; thofe
great & tranfeending M fteries of God’s Counfel,be-
cau'e we ¢capnot reach, nor comprenend them with
our {hallow -and narrow Capacitics; er carnal ap-
prehenfions ? | .
~ Hany inrend to give 2nv refolation ¢o thefe ten
©.2%2ic<; | hope Fneed not caution them againft fuch
fhings, as inifinge, and may tend to #mpeach the abe
folure Sovereignryy and Prerogative of Heaven, or
condemn their own Chureh.  &nd [ affure my felfy
they will not revive again thofe groundlefsy {illy and
ineonliquential Allegationsy vulgarly heaped vp 2~
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gainft this Doétrine j which bave . been long ince |

anfwered, confuted, and overthrows, -
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