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A a Meeting of Delegates from different Bible
Societies, convened in the Consistory Room of the
Reformed Dutch Church on the 8th day of May,
1816; Josnua M. WaLrace, Esq. of New-Jersey,
was chosen President of the Convention,and the Rev.
Dg.J.B. Romevy, and Rev. L. BEecHER, Secretaries.

The meeting was ghen opened with prayer by
the Rev. Dr. Norr.

The following pgrsc;ns appeared as Delegates:-

Rev. Dr. 8. SerineG, from the Merrimack Bible Society.
Rev. Mr. Humeurevs, - F 1d
*Dr. 1. Lewis, - aifie do.
Réw. Dr. Joun M. Masown, -
Puirre MILLEDOLER,
J. B. RoMEYN, - N ew-York dg
Mr. J. WiLLians,
Mr. GarDINER SPRING,

1]

Dr. Braprorp, -

Dr. Nerer, - - Albany dg
. Mr. CuesTER, - -
Mr. WirLiam WiLLiams, -
General Joun LiNckLAEN, - Oneida dp.
Rev. ANDREW OLIVER, -

Eir F. CooLey, - Otsego
Mr. James CooPER, - -
Mr. GuysserT B. Vroow, -

Hexry W, WARNER, - -York Auzili

W. C. MurLiGaN, - New-York Auziliary de.

ROBERT SEDGWICK -
Rev. Dr. E. Norr, . - Union College do.

Rensselaer do.

Rev. Dr. S. BLaTcurorp, z Saratoga do.
Rev. Dr. J. BasseTT, -

Mr. SAYRE, -

Mr. D. S. BogarrT, Long-Island do.
Mr. A. Vax SINDERIN,

CuarLes WRiGHT,
Rev. Mr. R. Foresr, Delaware do.
Mr V.evy CarrENDER - ? .
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Mr. Josuua M. Warracg, -

R Samukr Bavarbp, - } /
ev. Dr. J. RicHARDS - New- B"l;/é !
Mr. G. S. Woona’um,, . ew-Jersey tb ocrety
Mr. J. M‘DoweLL, - e
Mr. Traomas J. Bieas, “r——e
J. W. Prary, - - Nassau qul ' do. .

Reve Mr. Davip Jones, .
Mr. €. HorNBLOWER, - ¢ Newark . de.
Jonx E. CALDWELL, { Fe. B. Saci. of Burlington..
Do. do.  Kingston.
Rev. Mr. 8. WiLmER, =~ = Gloucester Bible Society.
Mr. M. S. CLaRKE, - - & Franklin do. do.
: Virginia do.
& Frederick do.
Rev. Mr. J. H. Ricg, : Norfolk do.
Petersburgh © do.
Mr. W.Bugp, - - - Lynchburgh do.
Rev. Dr. Hawr, - - - North-Carolina  do.
Dr. J. BLYTHE, - . Kentucky do. -
Mr. H. Forp, - - - Cayuga do. .
Rev. Dr. A. ProvpriTs - Washington Co. (V. Y .) do.

The following gentlemen, though not formally
commissioned as delegates; yet appearing, from sa-
tisfactory evidence, to be substantial representa-
tives of their respective Societies, or of a number of
members thereof, for all the purposes contemplat-
ed by this convention, were admitted to seats, viz.

Rev. Mr. Lymaxn BEecHER, - ) Voo~

Mr. IcHABOD SKINNER, - Consicatieut,

Rev. Mr. N. W. TayLor, -

Rev. Dr. J. Monsk, from the Middlesex, New-Hampshire and
Dartmouth University Bible Society.

Mr. WirLiam Jay, from the Westchesier Auz. Bible Soctety.

Rev. Mr. Hensuaw, Bible and Common Ptayer Book

Mr. Josnua Sanps 2 (
*General Swirr, ’ Society of Lorg-Island.

The members marked thus (*), came in after the convention was formed,
and before the adoption of the constitution and address.
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The following gentlemen were also received as members, viz.
2jorN Murray, jr. ,
e
s } of the Society of Friends.
*Dr. VaLentine Mort,

On motibn,

Resolved unanimously, That it is expedient to es-
tablish, without delay, a general Bible Institution,
for the circulation of the Holy Scriptures without
note or comment.

A committee consisting of Dr. N otT, Dr. Mason,
Mr. Bavaro, Mr. WirLMER, Mr. BeecHER, CHARLES
WrieHT, Mr. Rice, Mr. Joxes, Dr. Morse, Mr. Jay,
and Dr. BruyTHE, was appomted to prepare the plan
of a constitution of the said Socwty, and an address
to the publick, on the nature and objects thereof.

And the convention adjourned until the morning
of Friday the 11th inst. at eleven o’clock.

The convention met according to adjournment,
and their committee laid before them the draft of
a constitution, which having been read first in the
whole, and-sfterwards by paragraphs, and care-
fully considered, was unanimously adopted; and is
hereunto annexed.

The committee reported also an address to the
publick, which, in like manner, was unanimously

%D \5’) approved, and is hereunto annexed.

Jue 291000 - HEIATO
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CONSTITUTION.

I. This Society shall be known by the name of The
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, of which the
sole ‘object shall be, to encourage a wider cir-
culation of the Holy Scriptures without note or
comment. The only copies in the English lan- -

. guage to be circulated by the Soclety, shall be of
. the versnon now in common use.

H. Tlns Socxety shall add its endeavours to those
employed by other Societies, for circulating
the Scriptures throughout the United States and
their territories; and shall furnish them with
stereotype plates, or such other assistance as
circumstances may require. This Society shall
also, according to is ability, extend its influence
to ether countries, whether Christian, Mahome-
tan, or Pagan.

HII. All Bible Societies shall be allowed to purchase
at cost from this Society, Bibles for distribution
within their own districts. The members of all

" such Bible Socteties as shall agree to place their
surplus revenue, after supplying their own dis-
tricts with Bibles, at the disposal of this Society,
shall be entitled to vote in all meetings of the So-
ciety ; and the officers of such Societies shall be,

e2 officio, directors of! this,
2
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IV. Each subscriber of three dollars annually shall

be a member.

V. Each subscriber of thirty dollars at one time
‘shall be a member for life. ' .
VL Each subscriber of ﬁfteen dollars annually shall

be a Dxrector

VIL Each subscriber of one hundred and fifty dollars
at one time, or who shall, by one additional pay-
ment, increase his original subscription to one

hundred and fifty dollars, shall be a Director for
life. '

VIIL Directors shall be entitled to attend and vote
at all meetings of the Board of Managers,

IX. A Board of Managers shall be appointed to
conduct the business of the Society, consisting
of thlrty-snx Laymen, of whom twentg-four shall
reside in the city of New York or its vicinity.
One fourth part of the whole mimber shall go
out of office at the expiration of each year, but
shall be re-eligible.

Lvely Minister of the Gospel, who is a member of
the Society, shall be entitled to meet and vote
with the Board of Managers, and be possessed
of the same powers as a Manager himself. -



11
The Managers shall appoint all officers and call [

special general meetings, and fill such vacancies |
as may occur, by death or otherwise, in their
own Board.

X. Each member of the Society shall be entitled,
under the direction of the Board of Managers,
to purchase Bibles and Testaments, at the So-
ciety’s prices, which shall be as low as possible.

XI. The annual meetings of the Saciety, shall be
held at New York or Philadelphia, at the option
of the Society, on the second Thursday of May,
in each year; when the Managers shall be
chosen, the accounts presented, and the pro-
-ceedings of the foregoing year reported.

. XIL. 'The, President, Vice Presidents, Treasurer,

and Secretaries, for the time being, shall be
. considered, ez-officio, members of the Board of
Managers.

XIII. At the general meetings of the Society, and
the meetings of the Managers, the President,
or i his absence the Vice President first on
the list then present; and in the absence of all
the Vice Presidents, such member as shall be
appointed for that purpose, shall preside at the
meeting.

XIV. The Managers shall meet on the first Wed-
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nesday in each month, or oftener, if necessary,
at such place in the city of New-York, as they
shall from time to time adjourn to.

XV. The Managers shall have the power of ap-
pointing such persons as have rendered essen-
tial services to the Society, either Members for
lifey or Directors for life.

XVL The whole minutes of every meeting shall be
signed by the Chalrman .

XVII. No alteration shall "be made to this Consfi-

tution, except by the Society at an annual meet-
ing, on the recommendation of the Board of
Managers.




TO. THE PEOPLE

UNITED STATES.

Every person of observation has remarked that
the times are pregnant with great events. The
political world has undergone changes stupendous,
. unexpected, and calculated to inspire thoughtful
- men with the most boding anticipations.

o That there are in reserve, occurrences of deep,
of lasting, and of general interest, appears to be
the common sentiment. Such a sentiment has not
been excited without a cause, and does not exist
without an object. The cause is to be sought in
that Providence which adapts, with wonderful ex-
actitude, means to ends; and the object is too plain
to-be misiken by those who carry a sense of reli-
gion into their speculations upon the present and
the future condition of our afflicted race.

_ Lo ,

An excitement, as extraordinary as it is powerful,
has roused the nations to the importance of spread-
ing the knowledge of the one living and true God,
as revealed in his Son, the Mediator between God
and men, Christ Jesus. This excitement is the
more worthy of notice, as it has followed a period
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of philosophy, falsely so called, and has gone in
the track of those very schemes whicl, under the
imposing names of reason and liberality, were at-
tempting to seduce mankind from all which can
bless the life that is, or shed a cheering radiance
en the life that is to come.

We hail the re-action, as auspfcidus to whatever

is exquisite in human enjoyment, or precious to :

haman hope. We would fly to the aid of all

that is holy, against all that is profane; of the

_purest interest of the community, the family,

and the individual, against the ¢onspiracy of dark-.‘
ness, disaster, and death—to help on the mighty
work of Christian chanty——to elaim our place in

the age of Bibles.

We have, indeed, the secondary praise, but still
the praise, of treading in the footsteps of those who
have set an example without a parallel—an exam-
ple of the most unbounded benevolence énd bene-

ficence: and it cannot be to us a soulfe of - -any

pain, that it has been set by those who are of one
blood with the most of ourselves; and has been
embodied in a form so noble and so Cathollck

as % The British and Foreign Bible Soczety »

The impulse which that institution, ten thousand
times more glorious than all the exploits of the

sword, has given to the conscience of Europe, and .

to the slumbering hope of millions in the region

e
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and. shadow of death, demonstrates to Christians
of every country what they cannot do by insulated
zeal; and what they can do by co-operation.

In the United States wé want nothing but con-
cert to perform achievements astonishing to our-
selves, dismaying . to the adversaries of truth and
piety; and most encouraging to every evangelical
effort, on the surface of the globe.

No spectacle can be so illustrious in itself, so
tbuching to man, or so grateful to God, as a nation
“pouring forth its devotion, its talent, and its trea-
sures, for that kingdom of the Saviour which is
righteousness and peace.:

If there be a single measure which can overrule
objection, subdue opposition, and command exertion,
this is the measure. That all our voices, all our
affections, all our hands, should be joined in the
i grand de@on of promoting “peace on earth and
good will¥ toward man”—that they should resist
the advance of misery—should carry the light
of instruetion into the dominions of ignorance ; and
the balm of joy to the soul of anguish; and all this
by diffusing the oracles of God—addresses to the
understanding an argument which cannot be en-
countered; and to the heart an appeal which its
holiest emotiens rise up to second.,
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Under such impressions, and with such views,
fathers, brethren, fellow-citizens, the American Bi-
ble Society has been formed. Local feelings, party
prejudices, sectarian jealousies, are excluded by
its very nature. Its members are leagued in that,
and in that alone, which calls up every hallowed,
and puts down every unhallowed, principle—the
dissemination of the Scriptures in the received

versions where they exist, and in the most faithful

where they may be required. In such a work,

whatever is dignified, kind, venerable, true, has -

ample scope: while sectarian littleness and rival-
ries can find no avenue of admission.

The only questioh is, whether an object of such !

undisputed magnitude can be best attained by a
national Society, or by independent associations in
friendly understanding and correspondence.

Without entering into the details of this inquiry,-
we may be permitted to state, in a few ds, our
reasons of preference to a national Solety sup-
ported by local Societies and by mdmduals through—

out our country. v
~e

Concentrated action is powerful action. .The
same powers, when applied by a commen direc-
tion, will produce results impossible to their di-
vided and partial exercise. A national object unites
national feeling and concurrence. Unity of a great
system combines energy of effect with economy of

o i
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means. Accumulated intelligence interests and ani-
mates the public mind. And the Catholick efforts
of a country, thus harmonized, give her a place
in the moral convention of the world; and enable
her to act directly upon the universal plans of
happiness which are now pervading the nations.

-k

It is true, that the progdigious territory of the
United States—the increase of their population,
. which is gaining every day upon their moral cul-
tivation—and the dreadful consequences which will
ensue from a people’s outgrowing the knowledge
-~ of eternal hfe, and reverting to a species of hea-
. ) (themsm, which shall have all the address and pro-
> fligacy of civilized society, without any religious
" control, present a sphere of action, which may for
a long time employ and engross the cares of this
Society, and of all the local Blble Societies of the
land.

t In the distinct anttcnpatlon'of such an urgency,
one of thinain objects of the American Bible Society,
is, notfm’ll’y to provide a sufficiency of well printed
and accurate editions of the Scriptures; but also
to furnish great districts of the American continent
with well executed Stereotype plates, for their
cheap_ and extensive diffusion throughout regions
which are now scantily supplied, at a discouraging
expense ; and which, nevertheless, open a wide
and prepared field for the reception of revealed

truth.
3



16

Yet, let it not be supposed, that geographical or
political limits are to be the limits of the Jmerican
Bible Society. 'That designation is meant to-indi-
cate, not the restriction of their labeur, but the
source of its emanation. They will embrace, with -
thankfulness and pleasure, every opportunity of
raying out, by means of the Bible, according to
their ability, the light of life and immortality, to -
such parts of the worl, as are destitute of the- .
blessing, and are within their reach. In this high .
vocation, their ambition is to be fellow-workers '
with them who are fellow-workers with God.

People of the United States ;
~ Have you ever been invited to an enterprlze x

of such grandeur and glory ? Do you not value the
Holy Scriptures ? Value them as containing your
sweetest hope; your most thrilling joy ? Can you
submit to the thought that you should be torpid in
your endeavours to disperse them, while the rest of
Christendom is awake and alert? Shall gou hang
back, in heartless indifference, when Prigges come
down from their thrones, to bless the W@ttage of .
the poor with the gospel of peace; and Imperial
Sovereigns are gathering their falrest honours
from spreading abroad the oracles of the Lord your
God? Is it possible that you should not see, in this
state of human things, a mighty motion of Divine.
Providence? The most Heavenly charity treads
close upon the march of conflict and blood! The
world is at peace! Scarce has the soldier time



<4

~*
¥

19

to unbind his helmet, and to wipe away the sweat
from his brow, ere the voice of mercy succeeds to
the clarion of battle, and calls the nations from
enmity to love! Crowned heads bow to the hcad

“which is to wear “ many crowns;” and, for the first

time since the promulgation of Christianity, appear
to act in unison for the recognition of its gracious

Sprinciples, as being franght alike with happiness 1o
" man and honour to God.

« What has cre’tted so strange, so beneﬁcent an
alteration? This is-no doubt the doing of the Lord.

* and it is marvellous in our eyes. But what instru-

ment has he thought fit chiefly to use? That whiek

» . .
contrlbutes, in all latitudes and climes, to make

Chrlstlans feel their unity, to rebuke the spirit of
strlfe, and to open upon them the day of brotherls
concord—the Bible! the Bible !—through Bible
Societies !

Come tﬁen, fellow-citizens, fellow-Christians, let
us join infllbe sacred covenant. Let no heart be
cold; no d be idle: no purse reluctant! Come,
while room 1is left for us in the ranks whose
toil is goodness, and whose recompense is vic-
tory. Come cheerfully, eagerly, generally. Be
it impressed on your souls, that a contribution,
saved from even a cheap’ indulgence, may send a
Bible to a desolate family; may become a radia-
ting point of “grace and truth” to a neighbour-
hood of errour and vice: and that a number of
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. : {
such contrlbutlons made at really no expense, may
illumine a large ‘tract of country, and successive
gener&tfena of immertals, in that celestial know-

ledge, which shall secure thelr present and their .

future fehcxty : _ #

But whatever be the proportnon between expecta-

tion and experlence, thus much is certain : We' v
shall satlsfy aur conviction of duty—-—we shall have'-f.-l
the praise of high - endeavours. for, the" hlghest;.‘i’w
ends—we shall minister to. the blessedness of thouz
sands, and tens’ of thousands, of whom we may
never séé the faces, nor hear the names. We shall * |
set forwnrd a system of happiness which Wl“ go .

on with aceelerated motion and augmented v:gour,
after we shall have finished our career; ; and ¢pn-

fer upon our children, and our children’s children, .
the delight of seeing the wilderness turned into a

Fruitful field, by the blessing of God upon that seed
which their fathers sowed, and themselveg watered.
In fine we shall do our pari toward that expansnon

progress, the palaces of the great, antl {
of the small, until the whole ¢earth full of
the knowledge of Jehovah, as the ‘waters cover
the sea!”

and intensity of light diviné} whu,h shaltlt, in ity

&
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