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LIVING FAITH, &
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Acts xv. 9. compared with Gat. v. 6.

PURIFYING THEIR HEARTS BY FAITH,~FAITH WHICH
WORKETH BY LOVE. ’

THE church of Chrift, chofen out of the world
to bear his crofs and to partake of his holinefs, has,
from the very nature of her vocation, many ob-
ftacles to furmount, and many foes to vanquith.
A warfare, on the iffue of which are ftaked her
privileges, her confolations, her everlafting hope,
opens an ample field for exertion, and ought to
concentrate her ftrength and wifdom.  Unhappi-
ly, however, controverfies about things which do
not involve her fubftantial interefts, have, at all
times, interrupted her peace and marred her beau-
ty. Weaknefs, prejudice, and pafﬁon found their
way into the little family of the Mafter himfelf;
and, even after the defcent of the Spirit of truth,
invaded and violated his fan@uary.  Difputes
concerning the Mofaic ritual had arifen among
Chriftians to fo great a height, and were conduét-
¢d with fo much ardour and fo little love, that the
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power of godlinefs was in danger of being flifled
‘in a conteft about the form, and the Head of the
church deemed it neceffary to interpofe his re-
buke. ¢ Whether ye-are called Jews or Gentiles ;

whether ye obferve or negle@ fome formulas of

the typical law, are not queftions which fhould

kindle your animofities and exhauft your vigours.

A more awful fubje@ claims your enquiries.

While you are occupied in vain jangling, the

winged moments are hurrying .your fouls to their
cternal ftate.  Are you ready to depart ? Is your

title to the kingdom clear ? Paufe, liften, exam-

ine. In Chrift Fefus neither circumcifion availeth

any thing, mor uncircumcifion ; but d new creature ;

but a _faith of the operation of -God ; but -a faith

which purifies the heart and works by love.” '

To us, my brethren, not lefs than to thofe:ear-
ly profeffors of the crofs, is the heavenly oracle
addrefled. We, too, have our weaknefles, our
prejudices, our paffions, which often embark us in
foolifh and frivolous litigation. We, too, have
immortal fouls of which the whole world cannot
repay the lofs, and which are haftening to the bar
of God’s righteoufnefs. Come, then, let us en-
deavour to colle&t our wandering thoughts; to thut
out the illufions of external habit; to put a ne-
gative on the importunities of fenfe, and try whe-
ther our religion will endure the ordeal of God’s
word. If our faith is genuine, it purifies the
heart, and works by love. Precious faith, there-
fore, in its effe@s upon fpiritual charaler; that
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faith which draws the line of immutable diftine-
tion between a believer and an unbeliever, and
without which no man has a right to call himf{elf a
Chriftian, is the fubjeét of our prefent confidera-
tion. And while the treafure is in an-earthen

veflel, may the exccllency of the power be of
God!.

Before we attempt to analyfe the operations of
faith, we muft obtain corret views of its nature.

Some imagine it to be a general profeflion of '
Chriftianity, and a decent compliance with its
ceremonial. They accordingly compliment each
other’s religion, and are aftonifhed and difpleafed
if we demur at Eonceding that all are good Chrift-
ians who have not ranged themfelves under the
banners of open infidelity,

., Others, advancing a ftep farther, fuppofe that
* faith is an affent to the truth of the gofpel founded
on the inveftigation of its rational evidence.—
Without afking what proportion of the multitudes-
who profefs Chriftianity have either leifure, or
means, or talents for fuch an inveftigation, let us
teft this dogma by plain falt.. Among thofe le-
gions of accurfed {pirits whom God has delivered
into chains of darknefs to be referved unto judgment,
and therr miferable affociates of the human’ race,
who have already perifhed from his {rcfence there
is not one who doubts the truth of revelation.

Men may be fceptics in this world, but they carry
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no fcepncnfm with them into the bottomlefs pxt.
They have their rational evidence which it is im-

flible to refift ; evidence, Ihining in the blaze of
everlafting burnings, that every word of God is
pure. That faith, then, by which we are faved,
muft be altogether different from a conviftion,
however rational, which is yet compatible with a
ftate of perdition. If any incline to fet light by
this reprefentation as taking the advantage of our
ignorance, and retreating into obfcurity which we
cannot explore, let him open his eyes on the com-
mon occurrences of life. He may fee, for there is
not even the fhadow of concealment, he may fee
both thefe good Chriftians of fathion, and thefe
good Chriftians of argument, withowt God in the
world—He may fee them betraying thofe very
tempers, and purfuing thofe very courfes, by
which the Bible delcribes the workers of iniquity—
He may f{ce them defpifing, reproaching, perfe-
guting that profeﬂion and prattice, which, if the
Scnptures are true, muft belong to fuch as live
godly in Clmji Fefus. Of both thefe claffes of
pretended Chriftians the faith is found to be fpuri-
ous, and at an infinite remove from the faith of
God’s ele@ ; for in neither of them does it purify
the heart, or work by lovc The Scnptures ‘teach
us better.

As faith, in general, is reliance upon teftimony,
and refpes folely the veracity of the teftifier ; fo
that faith which conftitutes a man a believer before
God, is a fimple and abfolute reliance upon his tef-
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~ tithony, exhibited in his word, on this folid and
sINGLE ground, that ke is the God who cannot lie.
It was not a procefs of reafoning, which riveted in
Abraham’s mind the perfuafion that in kis feed all
the nations of the earth fhould be bleffed, and procured
him the appellation of the father of the faithful. 1t
was an af of NAKED TRUST in the veracity of his
‘covenant-God, not only without but above, and
againft the confultations of flefh and blood. Abra=
ham BeELiEvED Gobp, believed him in hope,
againft hope ; and it was counted to him for right-
eoufnefs.. It is the fame at this hour. The mouth
of the Lord hath fpoken it—mulft filence every objec-
tion, and cut fhort every debate. And they who
do not thus receive the Scriptures, cannot give
another proof that they believe in God, as a pro-
mifing God, at all. :

The teftimony of God which faith refpeéts, com-
prifing the whole revelation of his will, centers,
particularly, in the free grant which he has made
of his Son, the Lord Jefus Chrift, to finners of the
human race ; affuring them, that whofoever belicveth
on him fhall not perifh, but fhall have eberlafting life ;
that ke will be'a Father unto them, and they fhall be
his fons and his daughters ; that he will dwell in
them, and walk in them, and be their God, bleffing
them, in their precious Redeemer, with all fpiritual
and heavenly bleffings. Now that faith after which
we are inquiring, confifts precifely in * receiving
¢ and refting upon Chrift Jefus for falvation, as he
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“ is offered to us in the gofpel,” that is, in the tefti-
mony of his Father.

This faith is not the creature of human power.
It is a contradiétion to fuppofe that men can argue
themfelves, or be argued by others, into a reliance
upon the teftimony of God. Becaufe this implies
. a fpiritual perception of his eternal - veracity :
Whereas the reafon of man is corrupted by fin,
and the natural tendency of corrupted reafon is to
change the truth of God into a lie. Nothing can
rife above its own level, nor pafs the limits of its
being. It were more rational to expe& that men
fhould be born of beafls, or angels of men, than
that a principle of life and purxty fhould be en-
gendered by death in a mafs of corruption: And
carnal men are DEAD in trefpaffes and fins. Caft
it, therefore, into the faireft mould; polith, and
adorn it with your moft exquifite fkill, that whick
ts born of the flefh will ftill be flefh ; weak, cors
rupt, abominable: enmity againft the law of God,
and, if poflible, more rank enmity againft the gof-
pel of Jefus Chrift. From this fource it is vain to
look for faith in his blood. We muft feek it higher.

It is of divine original. A gift which cometh
down from the Father of lights: By grace are ye
favcd through faith, and that not of ywrj&lms s
is the gift of God.

It is of grace—For it is one of thofe covenant-
mercies which were purchafed by the Saviour’s merit,
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and are freely beftowed for his fake. 1t is given
ws, on the behalf of Chrift, to belicve on his name.

Of grace—DBecanfe it is a fruit of the gracious
Spirit. As- Jehovah the Sané&ifier, he creates and
preferves it in the foul. For this reafon he is
called-the Spirit of fadh, which is, therefore, of the
opcmtzon of God. '

From tlus falth theré refult two glorious
effe@s. Let us confider them, in theit turn, as
they are ﬁated i the text.

I Irr ptmﬁcs th heart,

HUMAN‘ depravxty is a ﬁr& prmc:ple in the
oracles of God. From within, out of the Izmﬂ
proceed thofe evil thoughts, and evil words, and evil
deeds, which dcfile, difgrace, and deftroy the man.
‘And he who refufes to admit the fevere applica-
tion of this do&rine to himfelf, has not yet arrived
at the point from which he muft fet out in a courfe
of real and éonﬁﬁent piety. He may, indeed,
. flatter himfelf in his own eyes until his iniquity be

Jfound to be hateful, but who fhall afcend'into the hill

of God? or who fhall fland in his holy place 2 He,
and he only, who kas clean hands, anda pure heart.
+ Now, as it is the grace of faith by which a finner
~ obtains that purity which qualifies him for the
fellowfhip and kingdom of God, we are to in-
quire, In what the purity of the heart confifts ?
and what is the influence of faith in producing it?
B :
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Tusz heart is a term By which the Scriptures
frequently exprefs the faculties and affeétions of
man. As the pollutions of fin have pervaded them
all, they all need the purification of grace.

At the head of the perverted tribe ftands a
guilty confeience.  Stern, gloomy, fufpicious, it
- cannot abide the prefence of a righteous God;
and yet lafhes the offender with a whip of fcor-
pions.. To render the confcience pure, pardon
mutft intervene and fhelter it from that curfe which
roufes both its refentments and its terrors.. This
is effeCed by the blood of the covenant, which,
Jpeaking better things than . Yhe blood of Abel,

ﬂrmlzlcs the heart from an evil corgfamcc.

; The will is punﬁed when it is dehvered from
its rebellion againft the authonty of God, and
cordially fubmits to his good pleafure. This, too,

is from above: For his people are made wzlhng m

she day of his power.

The underflanding is purified, when its errors
are correted, and the mifts of delufion diffipated.
When its eftimate of fin and holinefs; of things
carnal and things fpiritual ; of time and of eter-
nity, correfponds with the fentence of the divine
word. This alfo is from above. The eyes of our
underftanding are enlzg/ztcned that we may know
what is the hope of his calling, and what is the
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the faints ;
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end what is the cxoecdmg greatnefs of his power to
us-dard who believe.

In fine, the affeilions are purified when they are
diverted from objefls trifling and bafe, to objetts
great and dignified. When they ceafe to be at the
command of every hellith fuggeftion, and every
vagrant luft—When they add to the crucifixion
of thofe profligate appetites in the gratification of
which the ungodly man places his honour, his
profit, and his paradife, their delight in a reconci-
led God, as the infinite gopod—When they afplre
to things above, where Fefus Chrift fitteth at God’s
right hand ; breathe after his communion ; and are
difciplined and chaftened as becometh the affec-
tions of a breaft which the Holy Ghoft eondefcends
to make his temple.—Such affeftions are furely
from heavenly infpiration: for thus faith God,
I will fprinkle clean water wpon you, and you fhall
be clean ; from all your filthinefs and from all your
sdols will I cleanfe you. A new heart alfo will I give
you, and a new fpirit will I put within you; I will
take away the flony heart out of your flefh, and. I wili

give you a heart of flefh.

WaiLe the purification of the heart, thus ex-
plained from the Scriptures, is the work of the
divine Spirit, it is accomplithed by the inftrumen-
tality of faith. For he purifies the heart by faith.
‘Under his blefled diretion, the grace of faith pol-
felles a double influence.
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. 1. .As a principle of moral fuafion® it prefents
to the mind confiderations the moft forcible and
tender for breaking the power of fin, and promot-
mg the reign of holinefs. The prefence, the
majefty, the holinefs of God—the fanity of his
law—his everlafting love in the Lord Jefus—the
affeCting expreffion of that love in fetting him forth
to be a propitiation for fin—The wonders of his
pardoning mercy—The grace of Chrift Jefus him-
felf in becoming fin for them, that they might be
made the righteoufnefs of God in him—The conde+
fcenfion of the Holy Ghoft, who deigns to dwell
in them as their San&ifier—The genius of their
vocation—The connexion of holy obedience with
‘their own peace, their brethren’s comfort, and thei?
Mafter's glory—Thefe, and fimilar motives whick
arife from the exercife of precious faith, operate
mightily in caufing believers to walk humbly with
their God.  The love of Chrift confiraineth us, even
as a rational inducement, fo lsve henceforth not unto
ourfelves, but unto him that died for us and rofe
égain. And while a gracelefs man is deterred from
the commiffion of crime, not by a regard to God’s
authority, or by gratitude for his loving-kindnefs, .
but by calculations of prudence, or fear of penal-
ty, a Chriftian, alting like himfelf, repels tempta-
tion with a more generous and filial remonftrance;

* By moral fuafiop is here meant_pot that kind of rea-
foning which one gracelefs man may addrefs to the ander-
ftanding of anhother: but thofe perfuafives to holinels which
the Spirit of God in his ‘word addreffes to his’ gq'acg ‘i
e heart.  Thele faith applnea and lmproves‘ '
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HHow gan I do tiu.s grwt wzclcdneﬁ and f n aganw
God ! -

: Bu'r, brethren, 1 <{hoi11d wrong the Redeemer’s
truth, and- enfeeble the confolations of his people,
were I to confine the efficacy of faith in purifying
the heart to the influence of motive. I have not
mentioned its chief prerogative; for, '

" 2. Farrs is that invaluable grace by which we
have both union and communion with our Lord
Jefus Chrift. In the moment of believing, I be-
¢ome, though naturally an accurfed branch, 4 fre¢ -
of righteoufnefs, the planting of }elzovah that he may
be glorified: 1 am no Ionger a root in a dry ground,
but am planted by the rivers of water, even the
water of life, which proceedeth out of the throne of
God, and of the Lamb.—1 am engrafted into the
true vine, and bring forth fruit in participating of
its fap and fatnefs.—I am made a member of the
body of Chrift, of his ﬂ ¢/b, and of his bones; fo
that the Spirit which animates his body pervades
every fibre of my frame as one of its living mem-
bers. His vital influence warms my heart.- Becaufe
he lives, I live: Becaufe he is holy, I am holy s
Becaufe he hath died unto fin, I reckon myfelf
dead unto fin. This is the fruit of anion,

Communion with him is, properly fpesking, a
common tntereft with him in his covenant-perfe&tion.
The benefits of this communion flow into the foul
in the exercife of faith, Whatever Jefus has done
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for his people, (and their fan&ification is the beft
part of his work,) he conveys to them in the pro-
mife of the gofpel, and that promife is enjoyed in
believing. It is by faith that I live upon the Great
God my Saviour, and make ufe of him as Fehovah
my firength. By faith I am privijleged to. ga ‘with
‘boldnefs into the bolieft of all, and, be it reverently:
fpoken, to prefs my Father in heaven with reafons
as ftrong why he fhould fan&ify me, as he can
addrefs to me why I fhould endeavour to fan&lify
myfelf. Lord, am I not thine ? the called of thy
grace ? redeemed by the blood of thy dear Son?
Haft thou not-promifed ? Haft thou not fworn?
Haft thou not pledged thy being, that none who
come to thee in his name fhall bereje@ted? Isitnot
for thy praife that my heart be purified, and I made
‘meet for walking in the light of thy countenance
among the nations of the faved. Wilt thou leave me
to confli&t alone unaided, unfriended, with my fu-
rious corruptions, and -y nnp]acable foes? Wilt
thou, though intreated for thy fervant David's fake,
refufe to work in me all the good pleafure.of thy
.goodnefs and the work of faith with power 2 1 can-
not, will not let thee go except thou blefs me. Such
faith is ftrong; it is omnipotent; it lays hold on
the very attributes of the Godhead, and brings
prompt and effeual fuccour into the labouring
fpirit. This is the reafon why it purifies the heart.
1 know, that to fuch as have never been brought
under the bond of God’s covenant, I am f{peaking
unintelligible things. Blefled be his name, that,
continuing carnal, ye cannot underftand them. L
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ye could, our hope would be no better than yous.
own. But I {peak' to fome whofe burning fouls
fay Amen to the dottrine, and rejoice in the con=
folation ; who, in the ftruggle with corruption and
temptation, have cried unto God with their voice,
even unto God with their voice, and he heard their
¢ry; and bowed his heavens and came down; gave
them deliverance and vi€tory; and fhed abroad in
their bofoms the ferenity of his grace.—Thefe are
precious demonftrations of his purifying their
hearts by faith. '

It is obvious, that the fruits of faith, which have
been now enumerated, cannot be expofed to the
eye of the worldling. Depofited in the hidden man
of the heart, they are privileges and joys with which
a0 franger intermeddles. Shall we thence conclude,
that the faith frorn which they fpring is unfufcep-
tible of external proof, and never extends its
benign influence beyond the happy individual who
poflefles it? By no means. This would be an
error too grofs for any but the theoretical religionift.,
The text afcribes it to a focial effe@ : For, '

II. It does not more certainly purify the heart,
than it worketh by love, :

Love is the mafter-principle of all good fociety.
1tis the holy bond which connefts man with man,
and angel with angel, and angels with men, and all *
with God. It is itfelf an emanation from his own.
purity. For God is love: and he. that dwelleth in
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30?):,'d‘wefleti’z- i God;, and God in him. Conle-
quently, the néw man, whom ‘regenerating grace
ereates in eleCted finners, and whole aftivities aré
tnaintairied by faith, muft be governéd by love.
Its firft and molt natural "exercife is toward that
God who hath loved them with.an everlafiing love,
and therefore with loving-kindnefs hath drawn them
It is the apprehenfion by faith of Jehovah’s love
to them in Chrift, anticipating them with mercy;
forgiving them_all ‘trefpafles, loading them with
covenant-favour, which foftens their obduracy,
melts them into tendernefs, and excites the gracious
re-aétion of love toward their reconciled . F: atBer.
We love him, fays an apoftle who had drunk deeply
into the fpirit of his Maﬁer we love lmu, becaufe he
fi(/l loved us. :

- As an enemy to God is, by the very nature of
his temper, an enemy'to himfelf and to all other
treatures, fo one in whofe heart the love of God 1§
Jhed abroad by the Holy Ghft, not only confults hi
ewn true happinefs, but is led to conlult the hap-
pinefs of others. Charity, faith-the apoftle Paul,
Suffercth long and is kind; charity emvieth mot;
charity vaunteth nok itfelf ; is mot puffed up ; doth
not behave itfelf unfeemly ; feeketh not her own ; 1%
not eafily provoked ; thinketh mo evil ; rejoiceth not
©in iniquity, but rejoiceth in_the iruth; beareth-all
things ; believeth all things ; ‘Kopeth all things:
endureth all things. The Scriptures, indeed, mark
love to the brethren as the great praiical proof
of eur Chriftianity. - Nothing can be more, per:
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emjtory than thelanguage of the beloved difciple—
If a man fay, « Ilove God,” and hateth his brother,
fhie is @ L1AR - for ke that loveth not his. brother
whom he hath ﬁm_, how can he love God whom he
hath not feen £ On this point, however, there will
be little difpute. “Men are inflin&ively led, to mea-
fure, by their focial effeéls, all pretenfions of love
to Gad. The queftion before us, and of which
the fcriptural decifion will be far from uniting the
' mafs of fuffrage, is, how faith works by love ?

" The apoftle afferts, that the faith of a Chriftian,
inftead of being a merely fpeculatxve affent to the
abftra&t truth of the gofpel, is an altive moral
principle, which cannot have its juft courfe without
embodying itfelf in deeds of goodnefs. The reafons
are many and manifet—By faith in Chrift Jefus,
we are juftified before God, our natural enmity
againft him is flain, and his love finds ‘accefs to our
hearts. By faith we embrace the exceeding great
and precious promzfes and, in embracing them, are
made partakers of the divine mature; fo that we-
are filled with all the fulnefs of God; and out of the
abundance of the heart, not only does the mouth
{peak, but the man'a&: By faith we converfe with
our Lord Jefus Chrift; are conformed to him;
ﬁ;llow him, in the regeneration ; and learn to imi-

_ tate that great example which he left us when he
went about doing good. By faith we obtain the pro-
mifed Spirit who fan&ifies our powers both of
mind and body, {o that we yield our members in-
Srruments of righteoufnefs untos God. By faith in

C
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Chrift's blood, which redeems us from the curfe of
_ the law, we are alfo liberated from the vaffalage of
fin: for the firength of fin is the law ; and receiving
the law as fulfilled and fatisfied by his righteoufnefs,
come under its obligation in his covenant, and are
*_enabled to keep it by his grace. Now the fulfilling
of the law, is love ; love and kindnefs to God and
our neighbour, in all our focial relations: It is,
therefore, impoffible that faith fhould not work by
love.

~ All the dire&ions of the book of God, for the
pratice of the moral virtues, confider them as the
evolution of the principle of love refiding in a
heart which has been purified by faith. Our Lord’s
fermon on the mount, by the perverfion of which
many have feduced themfelves and others into a
lying confidence in their own fancied merits, was
preached, not to the promifcuous multitude, but
to his difciples, who profefled faith in his. name.
And the fcriptures of the apoftles, efpecially the
apoftle of the Gentiles, follow the fame order.
They addrefs their inftruions to the church of
God—to the faints—to fuch as have obiained like
precious faith with themfelves. Not amoral precept
éfcapes from their pen, till they have difplayed the
riches of redeeming love. But when, like wife
mafter-builders, they have laid a broad and ftable
foundation in the do&rines of faith, they rear,
without deldy, the fair fabric of praical holinefs.—
It is after they have conduéted their pupils to the
kolieft of all, through the new and living way which

-~
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Fe _[us hath opened, that you hear their exhorting
voice, Mortify, there fore, your members which are
upon the earth; fornication, uncleannefs, inordinate
affettion, evil coneupifcence, and covetoufnefs which us
sdolatry.— Put off alfo all thefe, anger, wrath, malice,
blafphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.
Lie not one to another, feeing ye have put off the old
man with his deeds, and have put on the ngw -map
which is rencwed in- knowledge after the image of
him that created him ; where there is neither Greek
nor Few, circumcifion mor uncircumcifion ; barba-
rian; Scythian, bond nor free; but Chrift is all and
in all. Pyt on, therefore, as the ele@ of God, (for this
very reafon that ye are his ele&,). holy. and beloved,
put on bowels of mercies, kindnefs, humblenefs of
~mind, meeknefs, long-fuffering, forbearing one an-
other, and forgiving onc another if any man have &
quarrel againft any, even as Chrift forgauve you, fo
alfo do ye. And above all thefe things, abave bowels
of mercies, above kindnefs, above humblenefs of
mind, above meeknefs, above long-fuffering, above
forbearance, Above forglvenefs above all thefe
things, put on cuARITY which is the bond: (f per-
Sfectnefs. If the apoﬁles, then, underftood their own
_ doftrine ; ar rather, if the Sptrit, by whom they
{pake, knows what is in man, we are not to look
for real love, i. ¢. for true morality, from any who
are not the children of God by faith in Chrift Fefus.
-And, on the contrary, this faith is the moft prolific
fource .of good ations; becaufe it purges the
fountain of all altion, and fends forth its vigorous
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and healthful ftreams, pur fjnng the heart, and
worlmg by love. '

I Ihould be nnfatthful my brethren, to truth
and to you, were I to difmifs this fubje@ without
-employing its aid for repelling an attack which is
*oftén made upon the Chriftian- religion——for refu-
‘ting the ealumny which prctehded friends have
“thrown upon its* peculiar glory, the do&trine of
faith—for corre&mg the ervor of thofe who, fepa-
'rating faith from ‘holinels, have 2 name to- live, and
“are dead—and for ftimulating believers to cvmce,
‘by thexr cxample, both the truth of then' profeﬂion
) and the power of their faith, - ' '

* ‘The enemies of the gofpel have mvented various
“excufes for their infidelity. At one timé, there is
“a defet of hiftorical document: at.another, they
y'cannot {irrender their reafon to inexplicable myf-

tery: * Now, they are fumbled at a miffion fanc-
‘tionéd by miraclet then, the proofs of revelation -
‘are too abfirafted and metaphyfical : and prefent]y
“they dlfcover that no proof whatever can verify'a
‘revelation to a third perfon. But when they are
‘driven from all thefe. fubterfuges : when the
‘CHriftian” apologift kas demonftrated that it:is not
‘the want of evidence, but of honeﬁy ; that it is
_ *not an en]mh‘tened underﬁandmg, but a corrupted
“heart, whxch unpe]s them to rejeét the religion of
Jefus, they turn hardily round and impeach its
‘moral influence ! They will,make it relponfible
for all the mifchicfs and crimes ; far all the forrows,

-
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and convalfioris, and 'ruins ‘which have fcourged
the world. finee its firft propagation. SR

Before fuch a -charge can be fubftantiatéd, the
ftru@ture-of the human mind muft be altered’; the
nature of things reverfed ; the dorine of principle
and motive abandoned forever. It is only for the °
forlorn hope of impiety to engage in an enterprize
fo mad and defperate. -Say, Can-a religion'which
‘commands :me-to love-my neighbour as myfelf, gere-
rate or foftor-malignant and' murderous paffions?
Can a religici- which affures me, that all. liars: “fhal
have their partin the lake whith burneth with fire
‘and brinflone, ehcourage afpirit of difimuldsion
and fraud ? “Cam a religion which' requires 'me to
poffefs my veffel in n funiclification and honour, indulge
mé in' vnolatmg the laws of fexual purity ¢ in breakt
ing up the fan&uary of' my! neighbour’s peace? ih
throwmg upon: the mercy of Scandal’s clarion the
‘faitt fame of :fémale virtue ? - Can a religion which
forbids me-td be ‘conformed. to this world, cherifh
‘that infuriate-ambition which ,hiirl‘s;ﬂefofation over
the earth, and fertilizes her fields- with the blood
of men? Can a religion ?———But I forbear—
-From whence come wars ard fightings among you @
‘Cbme they not hence, even from. your “lufts 2. Thofe
very lufts from which it is the provirce of faith to
‘purify the heart.. The infidel pleads for his unholy
propenfions,.on the pretext that they are innocent,
becaufe they are natural: And when a thoufand
curfes to himfelf and to fociety follow their indul-
gence, he charges the confequence upon a- religion

!
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which enjoins their crucifixion, and which, to give
them their career, he trampled under foot. But
flop, vain man! Was it the religion of Jefus
Chrift, which, on its firft promulgation, breathed
ont threatenings and flaughter 2 fhut up the faints in
prifon ? punifked them oft in every fynagogue 2 com-
pelled them to blafpheme 2 and, being exceedingly mad
againft them, perfecuied them cven unto_ firange
gities 2 Was it the religion of Jefus Chrift which,
in its fubfequent progrefs, illuminated the city of
Rome with the conflagration of a thoufand ftakes,
confuming, by the moft excruciating of deaths, a
thoufand guiltlefs viims ?* Was it the religion
of Jefus Chrift which, at a later period, when the
Tiber overflawed, or the Nile did not overflow ; -
.when the earth quaked, or the heavens withheld
their rain; when famine ar peftilence fmote the.
mnations, ordered its @ppofers to the lions?t Was
it in obedience to the religion of Jefus Chrift, after
the expulfion of pagan idolatry, that the mother of
barlots and abominations of the earth became drunk
with the blood of the faints -and with the blood of the
. marlyrs# Was it the religion of Jefus Chrift
.which, after being rejeed with marks of unexam-
pled infult, fuggefted to the knights-errant of bla{-
phemy, the proje&t of regeaerating the world by
the power of ‘atheiftical philofophy ? Was it this.
religion which taught them to blot out the great
woral inftitute of fociety, the Sabbath of the

* Tacit. Annal. lig. xv. cap. 44._
?t Tertull, APOlOga €aPa 40,
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Lord? to extinguith the beft affeCtions of the
human heatt, to break afunder the ftrongeft ties of
human life, and to fubvert the bafis of human re-
lations, by exploding the marriage-covenant. This,
which inftigated them to offer up hecatombs of
human facrifices to' every rifing and every fetting
fun? to hew down, with equal indifference, the
venerable tatron and her hoary lord ; the vigors
ous youth, the blooming maid, the fportive boy;
and the prattling babe ? and while they were thus
writing the hiftory of their philofophical experi-
ments in the blood of the déad and the tears of the
living, to boaft the victories of their virtue # But
my foul fickens=—Ah, no! the wifdom which cometh
from above, that wifdom which the gofpel teaches,
is firft pureé, then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be
intreated ; full of compaffion and of good fruits;
without partiality, and without hypocrify. Such was
its impofing afpe® in the primitive ages. “ Give
““me a 1han,” faid a celebrated father of the church;

~ the eloquent La&tantius, * give me a man paffions

‘“ate, flanderous, ungovernable: with a very few
« words of'God I will render him as placid as &

.“lamb. Give me a man greedy, avaricious, penu-

“rious: I will give him back to you liberal; and
* lavifhing his gold with a munificent hand. Give
“ me a man who fhrinks from pain and death; and
“ he fhall prefently contemn the flake, the gibbet,
“ the wild beaft. Give me one who is libidinous,
“an adulterer, a debauchee; and you .fhall fee
“ him fober, chafte, temperate. Give me one cruel
“ and blood-thirfty ; and that fury of his fhall be
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“ converted into clemency itfelf. = Give' me one
¢ addiled to injuftice, to folly, to crime; and he
« fhall, without delay, becomc Juﬁ; and prudent,
s and harmlefs.” #

- Similar, in proportion to its reception by faith,
are flill the effes of this bleffed gofpel. What has
exploded thofe vices which, though once pradtifed
even by philofophers, cannot now be fo much as
named? - What has foftened the manners, and
refined the intercourfe, of men? What is it which
turns any of them from fin to God, and makes

them  confcientious, humble, pure, though at the -

expence of ridicule and fcorn from the licentious
and the gay ? What has efpoufed the caufe of fuffer~
ing humanity ? Who explores the hofpital, the
dungeon, the darkfome retreat of unknown, unpi»
tied anguith? The infidel philofopher? Alas, he
‘amufes himfelf with dreams of univerfal benevo-
lence, while the wretch perifhes unheeded at his
feet: and fcruples not to murder the fpecies in
detail, that he thay promote its happinefs in the
grofs! On his proud lift of general benefaélors,
you will look in vain for the name of a Howarbp;
and in their fyftem of condu& your fearch will be
equally fruitlefs for the traces of his fpirit. Chrif-
tianity claims, as her own, both the man and his
principles. 8ke formed his charatter, fketched his
plans, and infpired his zeal, And might the
modefty of goodnefs be overcome ; might the

* La&. De falfa Sapientia, lib. iii. cap. 25.
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fympéthieb of the heart affume vifible form ; might
fecret and filent philanthropy be called into view,
ten thoufand Howards would iffue, at this moment,
from her temples; from the habitations of her fons;
from the dreary abodes of ficknefs and of death.
Tell me not of thofe foul deeds which have been
perpetrated in her name. Tell me not that her an-
nals are filled with the exploits of impofture and
fanaticifin : that her priefts and her princes have
been ambitious, profligate, and cruel: that they
have bared the arm of petfecution, and fhed inno=
cent blood upon the rack and the fcaffold; at the
ftake and in the field: that they have converted
whole nations into hordes of banditti, and led them,
under the aufpices of the crofs, to pillage and
maflacre their brethren who boafted only the
“fimple virtues” of pagans and infidels. The
queftion is not what a€tions her name has been
abufed to fanflify, but what have accorded with
her principles, and are prompted by her fpirit? It
is no difcovery of yefterday, that Satan is trans-
Sormed into an angel of light; and therefore no
great thing if his miniers alfo be transformed into
minifters of righteoufnefs. Ignorance and difhonefty
have often borrowed a Chriftian guife for the more-
fuccefsful praétice of knavery and rapine. But
when they have violated all the maxims of the
‘Chriftian religion ; when they have contemned her -
remonftrances, and flifled her cries; fhall they be
permitted to plead her authority ? Or fhall the
fcoffer infult her with the charge of being theix
accomplice and advifer? No! In fo far a5 men

D
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do not ftudy whatfocver things are true, homjl Juh
pure, lbvely, and of good report, they evince not
the power of faith, but the power of unbelief; in
other words, not the fpirit of the gofpel, but s
fpirit dire€tly oppofed to it; i. e. the fpirit of infi-
delity. If, then, you think to juflify yourincredulity
by fhewing a man, who to a profeffion of Chrif-
tianity adds a life of crime, the indignant gofpel
tears the mafk from his face, and expofes to your
view .the features of a brother. Whatever be his
profeffion, we difown his kindred; he a&ls wick-
edly, not becaufe he is a Chriftian, but becaufe he
is not a Chriftian. His crimes eonfpire with his
hypocrify to prove him an infidel.

. Here we muft part with fome who have cheer-
fully accompanied us in the deteftion and reproof
of avowed unbelievers. For I am to émploy the
doGrine of the text for refuting the calumny which
Rretended friends have thrown upon the peculiar
glory of Chriftianity, the do&rine of fazth

. Multitudes, and would to Gocl thgtz none of them’
were found among the teachers of religion, mul-
titudes who profels warm zeal for revelation, are .
yet hoftile to all thofe cardinal truths which alone
gender it worthy of a ftruggle. Omitting the mock-
ery of fuch as call Chrift Lord, Lord, while they
" zab-him of every. perfe€tion which qualifies him to
be the Saviourof finners, let me call your attention
to thofe whofe enmity is particularly dire€ted
" againlt the dettrine that has been preached to you
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this evening: Nothing, to ufe their own ftile,
can exceed their veneration for religion in gene-
yal; but if you -venture to fpeak of the righteouf
nefs of the Son of God * imputed to us, and re-
“ ceived by faith alone;” if you infilt on the def-
petate wickednefs of the heart, and the neceffity of
4Almigbey,Pow€r- to fregerierate .and cleanfe it; if
you tejoice in-the bleffednefs of that union with
the Lord Jefus which places you beyond the reach
of condemnation ; fo that neither death nor life, nor
angels, ‘nor principalities, ‘nor powers, nbr’ things
Prefens; nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any osher creature fhall be able to feparate you from
bis Iode, or Thut you out of his kingdom, you muft
expe& to pals, with ratienal Chriftians; for a weak
though perhaps well-medning enthufiaft ; nay, you
ol expe& to hear thofe bleffed tniths which are
the life of your' foul, ﬁxgthatxzed s relaxing the
obligations of the moral law ; as withdrawing the
‘moft cogent motives to obey its precepts: as mit
niftering ineentives to all ungodlinefs. Impoffi-
ble! Nothing but ignorance of the grace of God
in its faving' energy, ‘could give birth or aliment to
fuch a flander. It proceeds on the fuppofition
that a finner may be pardoned, and not fan&ified ;
that he may be delivered from penalty, and yet
retain an unabated affeion for his lufts. Were this
the falt; did faith in Chrift’s blood fet him free
fronrthe condemning authority of God’s law, and yet
leave him under the tyranny of finful habits, there
is no doubt, that it would encourage him #o work
-alluncleannefs wisk greedinefs. But the reverfe is trua,
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The blood of Jefus Chrift, applied by faith, does
not more certainly abolith guilt, than it paralizes
uft, . He is made of God unto us, in a conne&ion
which nothing can diflolve, wifdom, and righteouf-
nefs, and saNcTirication. Ouwr old man is cru-
cifsed with him, that the body of fin might be defiroyed,
that henceforth we _fhoyld not ferve fin. The grace of ~
faith is the leading faculty of that new man, whick
@fter God is created in xighteoyfnefs and true holinefs.
-Holinefs is the proper ¢lement of a believer, as fin
is the proper element of an unbeliever. And,
therefore, although the xotion of grace may be
abufed to licentioufnefs, the principle never can;
for it is that principle from which we learn toideny
ungodlinefs, and worldly lufls, and to live foberly,
righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent world. To
infinuate, then, that the do@rine of free and plenary
Juftification by faith in Chrift Jefus, tends to. Li-
centioufnefs, is to give the lie dire& to the teftimony
of the Holy Ghoft, and to, the uniform experience
of his people. Whoever cherithes fuch an opinion,
. however highly efteemed by himfelf or by others, is
-not a Chriftian : he is in the gall of bitternefs and iu
the bond of iniquity. But therg i3 no caufe of wonder.
The natural man receiveth nob the things of the Spirst
of God, for they.are foolifhnefs ynto him. It has been
fo from the heginning ; and will continue fo to the .
end. The objeftion which he makes, at this houy,
to the do@trine of grace, is as flale as it is un-
founded. It is the very objeion which was com-
bated by the apoftle Paul. What fhall we fay then@
" esclaimed his adverfaries, when be preached jufti:
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fication by faith through the imputed righteoufn2fh
of the Lord Jefus, and the abfolute certainty of
being faved from wrath through him in virtue of
believing, what_fhall we fay then 2 fhall we continue
in fin that grace map abound? Or, in modern
language, Does not this dotrine of yours témpt
men to throw the rein upon the neck of their paf;
fions, by removing the fear of condemnation, and
“efpecially by furnithing them with the pretext, that
the more they f{in, the more is grage-exalted in their
pardon, feeing that where fin hath abounded, grace
doth much more abound ? The apoftle admits, that
the depraved heart is prone te draw fuch a conclu-
fion, and that it was atually drawn: by his ene-
mies : who took accafion from it to reprefent him
as making void the law. But he repels it with the
moft indignant reprobation. God farbid! The
inference is abfurd. . How fhall we that are pEAD,
to fin, L1ve any longer therein? That do&rine,
therefore, which wicked men never accufe of lead-
ding to licentioufnefs,is n o the do@rine of God’s
word. That do€trine, on'the contrary, againft which,
by mxfreprefentmg it, they bring this accufation, is
the very do&rine of the apoftle. Bat its true and
only effe€t, which we maintain, which the Scrip-
tures teach, and which all believers experience and
exemplify, is, that fin fhall not reign in their mortal
body, that they fhould Sulfi it in the lufts thereof,

_Of'the fame nature, and from the fame fource with
the calumny which I have endeavoured to refute,
is the praQical error of many who, feparating faith

-
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- from holinefs, Aave a name to live, and are dead. The
errar muft be re@ified, for it is fatal. Some confole
themfelves with their do@rénal aceuracy, while their
hearts and condu& are eftranged from moral rec-
titude. They hope that their faith, however inaltive,
fhall fave them at laft.  Others, in the oppofite
‘extreme, difregarding faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift,
truft in their upright intentions and ations. They
know little of what ‘Chriftians call Jelicving, but
they are good moral men, Their gofpel is the tnte.
and delufive aphOnfm, i

¢He can’t be wrong, whofe life i in the nght."
not conﬁdenng that - ;
He can’t be nght, whdfe fmh is in tbe wrong.

They talk indeed, on both fides, with much fanii-
liarity, of “our holy religion,” as if its beft
influences had defcended upon themfelves. Holy
religion it is: But what made it yours # One of
you does not pretend to have REcervED Chrift
Fefus the Lord; the other, notwithﬁaudirig his
- profeffion, has no folicitude to waLK iz him: and
both are equally far from the falvation of God
Jefus Chrift is the way, the truth, and the life;
man cometh unto the Father but by him: No man
entertains good thoughts, or performs good works,
without being a partaker of his holinefs. Every
plant which his heavenly Father hath net planted,
fhall be rooted up. At the great day of his appear-
ance to judge the world in righteoufnefs, no virtue
will be approved which did not grow upon hig
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erofs, “was ‘not confecrated by his blood, and
nourithed by his Spirit. Such virtues, however
they may be applauded here, are only brilliant
a@s of rebellion againft him, and will not, for one
moment, reprieve the rebels from the damnation of
hell. Nor let thofe whofe belief does not purify
the heart, nor work by love, flatter themfelves that
. their condition is better, or that their doom fhall be
more tolerable, Whatever judgment fhall be mea-
fured to others, they who know their Lord’s will, and
do it not, fhall be beaten with many firipes. Be not
deceived. The threatening bears direétly upon you.
You profefs to know God, but in works you deny
him. Your inconfiftency reproaches his truth, and
caufes his enemies to blafpheme. You lay ftumb.
ling-blocks in the way of the unwary. Yox multiply
the vi€tims of that very infidelity againft which
you declaim: and, in as far as they have been
feduced by your example, their blood fhall be
required at your hands. = For yourfelves, if you die
without being renewed in the fpirit of your minds,
your faith will not fave you. The farce of a mock
profeflion will terminate in the tragedy of real and
everlafting woe. Oh, then, while it i5 called To-pAY,
harden not your hearts! To finners of every clafs
and charaéter, the forgivenefs of God is preached.
From his throne in heaven the Saviour {peaks this
evening. Unio you, O men, do. I call, and my voice
i5 to the fons of men! Hearken tnto me, ye flous-
hearted, that are far from nghtcoufneﬁ : behold I
bring near my righteoufnefs. In him is grace, and
peace, and life, Now, therefore, choofe life that ye
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Way live. And may his bleffed Spirit vifit you
with his falvation, creating in you that faith which
purifies the heart, and works by love!

~ Finally, Let Chriftians be admionithed by the
do&rine of my text to evince, in their behaviour,
both the truth of thexr profeﬂion and the power of
their faith,

l They cannot too often ot too folcmnly repeat
the queftion of their Lord, What do ye Mor® than
others? It is not enough for them to equal, they
muft excel, their neighbours. They have mercies,
inotives, means, peculiar to themfelves. They
have a living principle of righteoufnefs in their
own hearts; and, in their great Redeemer, they
have,” as the fountain of their fupply, all the ful-
nefs of the Godhead. It is but reafonable that
~ much fhould be required of them to whom much
is given. Let your whole perfons, O believers,
be temples of God. Set your affeGions on things
_ above, where Jefus Chrift fitteth at his right hand.
Remember, that every one who hath the hope of
feeing Jefus as he is, purifieth himfelf even as he is
pure. Walk in love as he hath loved you. Let’
this amiable grace fhed her radiance over your
charalter, and breathe her fweetnefs into. your ac-
tions. Compel, by her charms, the homage of the
- profane. Cleave not to earth, becaufe your trea-
fure is in heaven, Make ufe of it to exercife the
benevolence of the gofpel, to glorify your Father
whois in heaven, to diffufe comfort and joy among
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the fuffering and difconfolate. 7o do good and to
communicate, forget not : for with fuch facrifices God
us well pleafed. This evening prefents you with an
opportunity of fhewing that faith worketh by love.
The S‘ociety, on whofe account I addrefs you, car-
1y, in their very name, a refiftlefs appeal to the fen-
‘timents of men and of Chriftians. Devoting their
labours to *¢ the relief of the pEsTITUTE sick,”
they . have - fought out and fuccoured, not here
and there a folitary individual ; but fcores, and
hundreds, and thoufands of them that were ready
do perifk. Sicknels, though foftened by the aids of
the healing art, by the {fympathy of friends, and by
every external accommodation, is no {mall trial of
- patience and religion. Butto be both sick and
DESTITUTE is one of the bittereft draughts in the
cup of human mifery. Far from me be the attempt.
to harrow your feelings with images of fiflitious
woe. Recital muft draw a vail over a large por-,
tion of the truth itfelf. I barely mention that the
mafs of forrow which you are called to alleviate, ap-
~ pears in as'many forms as there are affinities among
men,

Is there in this affembly a father, the fons of
whofe youth are the ftay of his age, and the hope -
of his family ? In yonder cell lies a man of gray
hairs, cruthed by poverty, and tortured by difeafe.
His children are fcattered abroad, or have long
fince defcended into the tomb. The found of
‘ Father,” never falutes his ears : He is a ftranger

E
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‘in" his .own 'country: His only companions are
want and anguifh. ’

~i Is there here a wife of youth encircled with do.
meftic joys ? or is there one whofe heart, though fo-
laced with a thoufand outward bleffings, calls back
the aching remembrance of the loved relation ? Be- .
hold that daughter of grief. The- fever rankles inj
her veins. She has nd partner, dearer than her
own foul, on whofe bofomn fhe may- eecline her
throbbing head. Her name is. Widow. Defolate,
forfaken, helplefs, fhe is firetched on the ground.
The wintry blaft howls through her habitation,
3nd famine kecps the door. .

. Is there a mother here, whofe eyes fill in the ten«
* dernefs of blifs, while health paints the cheeks of
her little offspring, and they play around heg in
dll the gaiety of infantine fimplicity ? 1 plead for

@ mother, the toil of whofe’hands was the bread of

her children. The bed of languifhing deftroys her
ftrength and their fuftenance. “ The fon of her
“ womb” turns pale in her feecble arms ; her heart
is wrung with double anguifh while, unconfcious
of the fource of his pain, he cries for bread, and
there is none to give it.

* Is there here a man of public fpirit who exults
in the return of Plenty and of Peace? Let him think
of thofe who fuffer under the ftern arreft of hunger
‘and difeafe. Ah! let him think, that this wretch-
éduels belongs to the wife and family of the foldier
who has fouaht the batdcs of his country. The
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meflenger of peace arrives: Thesmurmur of the
crowd fwells into extafy: Their fhout echoes
through the hills. She raifes her droopirg head,
and hears, not that her friend and helper is at hand,
but that herfelf is'a widow, and her children father,
lefs. The blood of her hufband and of their father
has flowed for the common fafety—He fhall nevey
return, ' '

" ¢ - Is there a- Chr'Cian here, who knows how to'da
good unto all; bui ¢fpecicily to them that are of thé
houfekold of faith?. Amany thefe afflited who are
finking under their infinnities, and have not where
to lay their heads, are fonie to' whom the celeftials
minifter, and who are fellow-keirs with Chriff in
glory. 1 flate the faéts: I ule no arguments: I
leaye the refult with your confcxences, your hearts
~ and your God



APPENDIX

Tnt perfons at whofe requeft the foregoing Scrmon is publifhed, bcmg
fome of them members of the socixTy ror THE RELIEF OF THE DESTI
FUTE sicK, and all of them friendly to m objegt, deem it their duty to lay
before the reader a fhort atcoubt of ith origin and progrels

This inftitution was formed in the year 1785, for the fpeéial purpole of -
relieving thofe who are difabled by ficknefs from following the occupations
by which they provide for themfelves and their familics—who are without
friends to Jupport them——and who have no acknowledged claini on any
public charity.

The bufinefs of the Society is conduted by'» i Tsmmittee of twelvé, who
are annually chofen, and who meet once a week., % is an eftablithed rule,
that, previoufly to granting any fupply, a fub-corittee of two, on which
ill the members of the general Committee, are p, - ed in weckly rotation,
vifit the applicants perfonally, inquire into their i uation; afhif them in the
mean time if proper objecls, and give in theik report at the next meeting of
the Committee, when it is determined who fhall be put on the lift for weekly
fupply, and what fhall be their allowance. ‘To prevent abufe or confufion,
cach of the twelve members of the Committee has particular bounds affigned

- to him, within which he muft perfomally vifit the Society’s penfioners at leaft
once a week; give themn their pittance; and make fuch inquiry into their
condition, as fhall enable the Committee to judge at the fabfequent mecting
whether the charity fhould be continued or withdrawn. :

The funds arife from fimall quarterly payments by the members—from
private Donations by the afluent and generous—from occafional Legacies;
=and from public Colle¢tions.

Contributors, withing to be fatisfied as to the application of their money,
may have full information by calling at the Society-Hall, Warrifton’s Clofe
a=whete regular accounts of all tranfa&ions are kept ; and where the Books
are always open for infpection.

From the commencement of the Socicty to November 1800, being o
period of fifteen years and about three moaths, they have diftributed
£3460:1: 5% among 7234 families, confifting of 16,679 perfons. And
during the lait twelve months, they have diftributed £319:19:6 among
719 families, confifting of 1787 perfons, many of whom, it is to be prefumed, .
have been prevented frem experiencing all the wretchodacfs infeparable frome
united penury and Gcknefs.
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