


OUR PERIL FROM "THE BEST" SEVEN-DAY 
JOURNALISM. 

BY DR. DAVID M i A L L I S T E R .  

This  is a s,,:lr]ling : lrraignment of S ~ \ . e n - d i ~ y  jo~~rn ; i l i sm io \vhlch 
1]lis coll\rtntion 11:l~ liste~lerl. Sllc!l all indictment,  \\.ell groundetl, i t  

most  a(lnlittc(l, brall(ls [he Sunday iiemspa]~cr a s  a crinli1l:ll da i~gc r -  
ous to the  . p r~b l i c  x3:eal. 

A cl,.\ri\l 1:on GO011 " SBVI:S DAY JOURX.\l.S. 

In listening 1.0 tbc  n r ra igm~len t ,  h o ~ e v e l . ,  1 have trietl LO place 

111yself in the a t t i tude  of one \vho might bc dis~gosed to say: "That  
jll(]ictment is  t rue  of  many Sui~clay newspapers. 1311t i l  is 1lOt t rue  
of then1 all. Nor is i t  necessarily t rue  of seven-day j o ~ ~ ~ ~ n a l i s ~ u  a s  a 
ne\vspal)er policy. A nenfspaper which issues a corrupt,  licentious, and  
(1enlor;llizillg sheet cn  the  first day of the  \Veeli, m a y  n~l t l  no  doubt n7ill 
issue s i ~ i ~ i l n r  sheets on all  other (lays of the  week. And a jourual, tlle 
i s s ~ ~ e s  of which a re  clean and  nrholeson~e the  other  s i s  days  of tllo 
\\.pel<, will issue a no less clean and ~v1iolesc;cmc shect 011 the  Snbbatli. 
\Vr: mllst distinguish I>et\veen cliKerent kinds 01: sc\len-day j ~ ~ l ~ l i ~ l i ~ n l ,  
a ~ i d  n o r e  effectually condelnu the  bad by approving and s ~ ~ y ~ o r t i n g  
tile goo(]:' 'l'llis tlistinctiori in gradcs of se\ren-day jourllnls a t tempts  
io defend one class by contrasting i t  \\,it11 another.  One class i s  acl- 
mitte(1 to be rleser\-ing of s t e rn  condemnation a s  indecent and demor- 
alizing. The  other,  a s  frankly admitted t o  use  the Sabbath  just a s  
i t  uses the  other days  of the  weeli, still clainls to bc good and  
co~pmendable  :und deserving of the suppor t  of moral and religious 
~ x o p l e .  

A SQUARI: DESIAL. 

Let me squarely ~ n e c t  this not ullconlmon line o l  tlcfensc or sev- 
pn.day jou r~ la l iml  by the  most direct deninl of the claim, ant1 11). the 
afirnlntion tha t  there are  and cal: 11e n o  "gootl" seven-day journals; 
i ha r  t h e  best conceivable of s u c l ~  papers ill i t s  disregard of the  Sab- 
11nth is nnd nlust be 311 inlilloral f01.c~. clrivil~g the i ea r  of Got1 and 
regard for h i s  law iron1 the  co~nnluni ty ,  c l cbas i~~g  thc  conscic~ice of 
indi\7iduals and of the pltblic. and thus ~ I i s s o l \ ~ i ~ l g  the  ollly sure  and 
sa le  bonds of civil society. \Ire nltlst ince thc  peril of jus t  sllch seven- 
clay journalism. 

Le t  i t  be  admitted,  for  the  snlie of the  illustrntion, t ha t  the most 
respc-ctable dai!ies of onr  great  cities ltcep then?selvcs jnst  a s  clean 
apd pr.lre on i h e  Sa l~bn th  ns oil other cl.ays o; the \vcel<. As a mal ter  

' of facr, ~ l ~ c i r  c ~ ~ : a r . p e n ~ ~ n t  to a 2.4 to 10 pRge slleet rloes not c ~ ~ ~ t r i b ~ i t ~  
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to their j~ltritv. T'lleir sensntional seasoning. pictorial and  lirerm!-. 
gatliered from thearcrs, s!)orting life, divorce courts.  impar ts  n o  

added s t r eng th  of fibre to thei r  moral character,  Their Iteen compe- 
t i t icn wi th  a lower order of seven-(lay journal isn~ does not  aid ill rile 

111aintenance of a high s tandard 9f morals. But a t ln~ i t  th;t r l ~ e  stan(- 
: I I . ~ I  of thc  otlier s i s  days  is nlaintainctl. Tl'hat t hen7  

:\LT. SI:\'l:N-l)hS JOI'KS.\LIS>I DESTROYS TIIE SARll.\Tl-I. 

F i r s t ,  here i s  n I l ~ ~ s i n e s s  wh ic l~ ,  a s  such, I t ~ ~ o u - s  no S a l l l l a ~ l ~ ;  no day 
of rest ant1 d i v i ~ ~ e  sel.lricc. In this essential  respect, no  mat ter  n-ltat 
g~.ntles of dcccncy ma?. d is t i~igvish  seveu-clay journals, they a r e  a l l  
of t he  same s tamp.  The best  is  2s  n ~ u c h  of a Sabbath-breaker a s  the 
worst. l'o it, just a s  to i t s  less decent rival, al l  seven days of t he  weelr 
a r e  alilre, escellt t h a t  i t  nlultiplies i t s  ~vor ld ly  energies and enlarges 

i l s  secnlnr activit ies fo r  tlie Lord's (lay. A I I ~  in th is  esse!ltial mat-  
t c r  of turning God's day of res t  a n d  ~vorsh ip  into a day of worldly greed 
o: gain,  tlie more respectable sheet may be thc worse oiie~~c!er of the  
tnro. 

So far  a s  this seven-day journal 1)usiness call do i t  115- i t s  po\ver- 
ful esample,  i t  banishes t h c  S a b b a t l ~  from human life, and with no 

I~e t t e r  justification than  a n y  o the r  11r11.ely seculnr prlrsr~it. Other forms 
of busincss a r e  ns well suited to t!le Sabl~nt i l  ns the  p~ tb l i sh i l~g  of n 
Ile\\rspnl)er. They a rc  no more worldly or  s cc l~ la r  in thei r  natnrc.  
They I ~ a v e  a s  closc a relation to  t l ~ c  nrclfarc 2nd progress of our race. 
The  s e v e ~ ~ - t l a ) ~  policy that  l teel~s the  ne\vspa!)er printing-l~ouse rnll- 
n ing n r i t l~ou t  a Sebbath  will Iteep other  pr in t ing houses and all  o ther  
1)nsiness establishments a s  well a s  places of anlnsement in full I~lns t  

f rom the  b e g i n l ~ i ~ l g  to the  end of every r;ccl;. X jonmal  t h a t  adver- 
tises operatic and  theatrical  enter ta inments  seven days  in the  weeli 

llclps to  keep such l~laces  open seven clays i n  t h e  week. T h e  logic 0 5  
all i t s  seven-day advertisements of business i s  t o  malte the  b ~ ~ s i n e s s  
n.11icl1 i t  atlvertises a s  Sabbathless a s  itself. Seven-day journals a r e  
tlius tllc mis l~ t i c s t  1)ower in our  land to-cloy in banishing the Sabbath 
from our  nn t io l~ .  T l ~ c y  lalonr no cliffercnce themselves, and  a re  teach- 
ilig all tllc vas t  I ~ l n l t i t ~ ~ d e s  nfhom thcy reach to  lano\\- no difference in 
tlic tl:~ys of thc  nrcelt. 

S I < V ~ S N - ~ ~ J \ S J O U R N . \ I . I S ~ I  DBS'L'ROYS AT,SO THI< l:E.\R 01: GOD. 

:\ scllsc of  t hc  presence of God in  this norlrl, and the  c ~ ~ l t i v a t i o n  
of the  i m r  of God, a r e  absolutely depcntlcnt on n weel<ly Sabl)ntl~,  kept 

:is n (In). rlP rest  n:ld n'orship according to i t s  divine i n s t i t u t i o ~ ~ .  God 
gave the  Sal)bath to man for  th i s  yllrpose. I t  x a s  made for Inall- 
fo r  all m n ~ ~ l t i ~ l t l ;  for  every par t  of man's beill=, and  for  men in all 
thc i r  isclntions in  life. Such n day duly retnc.n~l)eretl ev r ry  n.eelc leads 
nicll t o  r cn~en lbe r  the  Gotl ~ v h o  gave it. Every weelr this Sabl)a t i~  
obsc:.v:lnce l if ts  up  t!~e divinc Iav: and the  divine T,an.giv~r I~efore  the  
souls of men. I t  procla i~ns  the  loviti~l; indnes3 ant1 a u t l ~ o r i t y  of him 
who is T.ortl also of tlie Sabbath.  F o r  this reason the  c o n ~ n ~ a n i l  is: 
"Rcmciiibcr the  Sabl)ath (lay lo  lteell ii liol\-." n ' l~ntc l -er  leads me11 
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to forget that  comnlan(l Ilclps to chive Got1 ant1 I l k  1:lK froin t h ~ i i '  
thoughts. TlVith nil the ern1)hasis with n7hich it can bc sxilid seveu- 
day journalism says: "Do not  remember the  Sabbath  d:lr t o  I t c e ~  i t  
lloly." Tyllateycr rest it Illa!. nssumc lo favor,  i t  llevcr favors thc  1'eSt 
of  a ~abbatl1-a n.eel;ly rest-day fo r  our race; n God-given (lay fo r  t he  
cultivation of the  fc:lr of God ant1 the  strengthe:~ing of all  t he  nlOr3l 
lorces of h u n ~ a n  life. 

S I ~ ~ E N - D A Y  JO~J~:N.\I~IS>I H.\S S O  SAUIl;\TII FOR ITS E311'T,OYI~I<S. 

Jus t  heye the  plea of seven-(lay jourllnlism, t h a t  i t  docs legm'tl 

the  8allllatll by provi(lil]g f o r  one day's rcst  ill seven lor ill1 ill i t s  elU- 
ljloyment, may  be s11on.n to  be llothilig but  :L shallolv 1lieCc or sllecial 
111eading. Certain enlployces, i t  is  true,  a r e  given i\Iolltlny; Othels 
Tuesday o r  TT~ednesday; o thers  some other  day of thc  ~veel t ;  st i l l  
o thers  the  Sabbstll. B u t  the  business itself goes fo I '~a l (1  oll a l l  the  
(lays of the  weel; alilte. 7)nys of  rcs t  a r c  given a s  Inay sni t  bcst :I Snb- 
bathless enterprise. Any o the r  comnlercial o r  n~anllfactLlri1lg busi- 
ness, run on the same  l~rinciples,  and  giving one day oil' ill elvery scvcll 
t o  all in i t s  service, 1)ut nrith such days  off so  ar ranged a s  to  ltcel) n 
full force a t  xorlc every one of all  t he  scven days of the \veelt, ~ l l i gh t  
just  a s  well claiul t o  I ~ a v e  regard to the  law of tltc Sal)bath. SIICII 
a plea is n miserable subterfuge. I t  vrill deceive n o  cantlid mind. Sev- 

en-day jo !~ r~?a l i s~u  1cnon.s no Sabbath for itself ns :L 1)nsiness enter- 
prise, and permits no S a l ~ b a t h  to  the  nlcn whom i t  employs. 

NO PL1:A 01: NECESSl'l'S. 

And here conles in the  relentless demoralizing logic or the  case. 
If t he  ne\\'spal)er business i s  t o  have n o  Sai) l~ath ,  n ' l~y  should a n y  
other  secular business be under  obligation to observe t h a t  day? AIany 
another  respectal)le seculnr business has  just  a s  pressing claims, if 
not  f a r  more pressing claims, for continunnce through an unl)rol<eu 
weel;. Bu t  no plea of ilecessity call justify a Sabl)athlcss banlt, a 
Sa1)bnthless manulactorp,  n Snbbnthless legislature. l-Tom, then,  can 
such a plen be urged fo r  n Snbbnthless newspaper? I t  Ins beeil de- 

monstratetl, m ~ d  the  tes t i~nol ly  s t ands  stronger to-clay than  evcr Ilc- 
fore,  t h a t  seven-day j n i ~ r n a l i s n ~  is not a necessity even in t h a t  g rea t  
metropolis of t he  mcrld's commerce, the  city of London. 'That centcr 

of world-\vic!c traffic c211 and  docs carry  through its  ~inal )proacl~able  
volume of b~ts iness  n , i t l~out  seven-day journals. 

NO PLI<A OF 3IERCS. 

And a s  for the plea of  mercy, t h a t  clivine a t t r i l ~ u t e  lifts i t s  voicr? 

in no uncertain toxes, :lot only fo r  the  pr in ters  distributors,  b u t  

also for  t h e  readers of Sunday papers. Le t  t hem one ant1 all have 

t h e  res t  of  the  Lord's day, Mercy pieads for "a truce of God." LiiL 

the  burden of n-orldly toil  f rom t h e  baclts a n d  brains of weary morlters. 
Turn the  t h o ~ ~ g h t s  of the  g rea t  hosts  of toilers Godward and heaven- 
ward a t  least  once every weclc on n divinely appointrd day of res t  
and  \vors!lip. Let pr.rents and children in the  ~veeltlp family reunion 



drinlc in the  comforts and refreshments of the  wise provisions for  
the  whole na tu re  of man, made by "the Lord of the Sabbath," and  many 
will rejoice in the  ransom and  advancing happiness of the race early 

doometl to earn  i t s  breacl i n  rhe sweat  of i t s  bran-. If witllont a n y  
justification of necessity or  mercy the secular business of t he  news- 
papor goes on ~ l l l i n t e r ~ r l l ~ t e ( l l ~  t l~ roughou t  the  n-eeli, the  logic and  the  
~)ract ica l  effect of th is  inroad will be, a s  i t  i s  already seen to be, the  
increasing disregard of the  Sal)ba?h by nearly every other  kind of 
secular business, until  the  flood-tide of secularism n7ill sweep Sab- 

l ~ a t h  obscrvancc? cleen away f r o m  our  narional life. The  principles 
; ~ n d  me t l~ods  of ~ e \ ~ e n - d a y  journalis111 a re  forces necessarily and dia- 

metrically opposetl t o  tlle insti tution of the  Sabbath. JIore and  more,  
a s  the  conflict progresses, mill t he  seven-dr?y journal and the  Sabbath  
IJC scrn  to 11e irreconci1:ible foes. -4nd one o r  the  other. must eventually 
be overcome. Both have not "come to stay." Which has  come to 
s t a y ?  Tha t  of which the  Son of Man is  Lord. -And t h a t  i s  not  the  
S l~ndny  newspaper. 

A N  ATTEi\II'TI:'D P1,EA O F  RECREATIOX. 
But  a modification of the  pleas of necessity and mercy is in these 

days not infrequently urged. One necessity of human  life, i t  i s  said, 
is  recreation. And mercy calls for  the  entertainnlent and refreshment 
of the  weary toiler. Therefore, i t  i s  argued, le t  u s  have one (la). in 
seven for recreation, and i n  order to  supply wha t  is  demanded for 

such a dcy the  modern Sunday Paper i s  called into being. But  th is  
plea can no t  s top here. I t  just a s  c5rtainly \-:ill open all mxnner of 
places of amusement  on the  S a b l ~ a t l ~ .  The  vilest pe~~fo rmances  per- 
mitted for the  recreation of the  masses on ot11~1- days of the  weel; 
~vi l l  not be too vile for  the  Lord's day. And the  c o r t e ~ l t s  of the  Sun- 
day papers  very generally, with thei r  pictorial displays of female 
nudity and tIlei17 multiplied pages of demoralizing and often indecent 
a ~ ~ d  s l~ameles s  reading Inetter, a r e  in perfect co!lsistency \\-it11 Sunday 
t1~eatric;lls of the  lo\\,cst type. The  hope t h a t  Sunday recreations 
may I)c toned u11 g rad~ la l ly  by Sunday nenrspapers to a higher s tandard 

finds no encouragement in the  facts of seven-~ln!~ jol~rnalism. The  Sun- 
t l :~y pnllcrs a r e  t l~emselves  (11.2gged (10\\~11 to a loxver level by the world- 
ly spi r l t  of secular ~) leas l l~ .es  and amuse~nen t s  to n,hich they minister. 
hTenr Yorlc city nnd its  suburban resorts,  s11c11 a s  Concy Tsland, a r e  
to-tl:ty undel' n r lo r~d  of Sabbnth desec~.ntioll l)l:~clier and more IIOI.- 

t c n t o l ~ s  t1ia11 ever before. Sunday a n l ~ l s e n ~ e n t s  1)y thei r  very na tu re  
g~'avitatcl do\vn\v;nd. 'rhey a r e  conceived and born nnd de\'eloped in 
the  breach of one 1)recel)t of God's moral la\ir. and t h a t  fact  deter- 

mines thei r  i n l l u c ~ ~ c c  in referel~cc.  to every olhcr  mom1 precept. Bet- 
Icr  f a r  t h a t  the  taslrs of I a l ~ o r  s l ~ o ~ ~ l d  be  carried on c o n t i n ~ ~ a l l y  than  
rhat  they sllould be broltcn o11ly to mnlre place for n rlay of p l e a s ~ ~ r e  
a p a r t  fro111 thc  res t ra in ts  mltl sanct ions  of a divi l~ely  np!)ointcd Sa l~ba th .  

PAXDICRIS3I XOT JOUl<ShT.IShl. 
Tn 11armo11y \\.it11 this recrc~ation 1)lea for Srrntlay Irems1)al)ers is 

 nothe her attenI1)tetl jrlstification. vix., tha t  111111lisl1crs \voultl not su l~p ly  

seven-(la!. jo~ll.llaIs i f  the plll~lic (lit1 not d e l ~ ~ n u t l  them. 11:111y :I 11cn's- 

i)al)el. nloll unl)lli.s\lillgly Yays: ..I :lln in rhe ne\vsl):ll)cr ~ I I S ~ I I C S S .  
I 

lint] 3 ]nny]:et for  3 Sqllday 1):lpcr. I<vcll C11r i~ '~i :~l l  1)eOl)IC \V:lllt it. 

s o  1 prol)osc to furllis11 :I supply to meet t l ~ e  tlemanJ." T l l i ~  I I ~ V ~ ~ ~ C I I -  

; ~ r y  spiri t  is  the  burning reproacll of thc  IllOSt of Our lllotlc~l: jonr- . 

lialism. \\'hat abomination \\'ill this not j l~sti t 'y? 'I'he vilcsr of jolly- 

nals, \\-he:her issued on the  Sabbath  or  an]. o ther  clay, 111ny lilld ill 
[llj$j 1)lex a better reason Tor csistence llliln tllc I l i gh~s t - to l l~ t l  Sull- 
clay paper eT:er published. But  rurther.  Let t l ~ i s  ~ ) r i ~ ~ c i ] ) l c  oC :lclio:~ 

I)e, accepted, and every enormity of vice and im~nora l i ty  \\'ill e n t r e ~ ~ r l l  
itself in ;in i l up r~gnab le  s t rongl~old .  And this 1)and~ri l lg  to \Vllnt 

(lepra\.e(l public taste may (lernnnd is c:~l\ctl ",iolll.n:lli~lll!" I~iltllCr 

let  i t  be bran(le(1 accor(1ing to i t s  ow11 confes~inn ;IS "lltllltl~l'i~lll." 

Sclliller said long ago t h e t  Inen a r e  to be gi\.cn "\\-:Is sie bctluerfc.11. 
11icIlt x a s  sic loben," "\\'llrt tlley neetl, not \\.hat tlleY dc~il 'e." 11llt 

Sunday jo l~rnals  co111petc with each other  in gil1illg to the ~)eol)le, not  
\vllat will l if t  them 1111, but wha t  11411 rna lc~  the  ne\\,sl)alIer a Ilnt~n- 
cia1 success by meeting tlre popular demantl. And t h a t  is not11i11~ 
sllort of ne\vel)npel. "pnnder is l~~."  l ' l ~ i s  ~vhole  lI0licy l1lC:lns a celt:lin 
and inevitable sinliing in demoralization. There  is no 1nora1 etalltl- 
;,rd !leltl up o r  consida.cd. :it the  best  there  i s  only a clloice among 
d i f f e ~ . ~ n t  grades of popular den~ar ,ds  for \ \~hich the most s u c c e s s ~ ~ l l  
sllpply, finnncially considered, may  be provided. In the  nature O f  tlls 

c:au.e the process i s  panderous and therefore retrogressive and I I ~ C C S -  
earily demoralizing. W h a t  claims to be the  molder and educator of 

the  public i s  itself molded and  degraded by the  I l n ~ ~ ~ o r a l  sentimellts 
practices \\-llicll a t  a n y  t ime may  11al)l)cn to prelr3il. I'aIlderous 

journalisnl lllust s ink  ~ v i t l ~  the  depraved taste to 1\~11icl1 i t  ~Iandcrs .  

SEVEN-DAY JOURh-;\LISA1 DE;\IORAJ,I%ING 1TS1'.Td1'. 

Thc  demoralizing effect of seven-day j o u r ~ ? a l j s n ~  npon itself no less 
tha11 upon i t s  reatlers i s  the  sinlple ope~*ation of ~ n o r a l  law. The  moral 
l a x  of the  Bo~wtl l  C o r n ~ n n n d u ~ e n t  can not 11e trampled upon \vilhont ill- 
\ - o l v i ~ ~ g  dishonor to o ther  precepts of the  Deca log~~e .  The moral I;LW 

of Got1 is a, unit, The  conscience that  becomes sem.ed a s  to one of 

:he precepts of divine law can not remain tender a s  to t!le o ther  pl'c- 
cepts. The p.bominations of a de])ra\red a r t ,  eml~loged in t11e es l~loi tn-  
ti011 of society a~ l t l  theatrical  s e n s a t i o ~ ~ s .  \vhich abominations a re  
\vorliing their  way m m e  and more  into the columns of thc  more  re- 
spectable Sunday pal1el.s. a r e  a legitimate and logical outgro\vth of t he  
disregard of the  law of  the  S a l ~ l ~ a t l ~ .  Sal~l~ntll-breali ing in gross fo rms  
leads to other i~nmcral i t ies  in c o r ~ ~ e s p o ~ l i ~ l  gross forms. Sn1)bath- 
bre?Jring in :I moly f;ls\lional~le g w b  leac!~ to nlorc fashi0nnl)le and 
.less s l~ocl t ing f o r n ~ s  of intleccncy. Rut  the  bond oC connection is the  
salue. and the same  results in Irind a re  su re  to follo\v. Sal111ath dese- 
craiion never fails t o  blunt t he  llloral sense. T h i s  eKect may appear 

in vm.ions \vays. according to the  antecedents i~nt l  circumstances of 
transgrescion. Rut i t  is a s  sllre to follow i t s  Cal!se a s  a n y  SeqllCnCc 

in  the natura l  \vorld. 



One O f  the most 1.cspectab1.e of the g rea t  Sejv  tlailies pub- 
l isl~etl  certain letters f rom clergymen commending i t s  issues on the 
Lortl's (lay. T o  t l ~ e  ~ o s i t i v e  l i n o ~ l e d g e  of the s p e a l < ~ r  many earnes t  
letters were sen t  by clergymen conden ln~ng  all suck issues. Yet the 
moral sense  of t he  editor of a journal t!lat professed to be a faith- 
ful c l~ronic ler  of iac ts  permitted him utte1.1)- to ignore rhe la t ter  class 
of letters,  while the  former nrero distorted in to  giving the  impression 
that  s ~ v e n - t l a y  journalism had the general suppor t  of the clergy 
among his snbscriliers. mias this I ~ o n ~ s t ?  TT-ould a sound moral sense 
pelm~i t  th is?  

, l a k e ,  . agaill. s11c11 a conv?ntion a s  th is  n o x  in session. Fai rness  
and  t ru th  \voultl yequire in the  morning p a l ~ e r s  a measure of consid- 
e ~ . ; i t i o ~ ~  ec lu~ l  to t h e t  give11 to a s  large and respecta1)le a gathering for  
some serulal. IiIITDose. Bu t  tha t  has  been deliberately withheld. An 
instillct of self-preservation seems t o  11ave led the  j o ~ u n a l s  which 
t l i s l ~ o ~ ~ o r  thc  Sabbath  to give a s  l i t t le influence a s  possible, so f a r  a s  
tllat depcnds on theilS action, to a con!-ention seelcing to  mnintain t h e  
s a c ~ r c d ~ ~ c s s  of t l ~ c  Lord's dalr. B u t  n.11at about  the  honorable and en- 
terprising jourllalism t h a t  records nit11 fidelity t h e  events of the day? 
'L'l~e l~ol icy  \vliicl~ chooscs letters and  repor ts  of discol~rses for publica- 
tion because of their  favoral)le bearing on a system of scven-day jour- 
11alisn1. and no t  with n to h o l t l i ~ ~ g  c p  a t r u t h f ~ ~ l  mirror  to the  
moral issues of t h e  day, need not  be expected t o  do justice, nlllch less to 

s l ~ o \ \ ~  3ny courtesies to a National Reform COII\-ention. X report  of 
facts in such a ma t t e r  of pul~l ic  importance, with a n y  adverse conlnlent 
thnt  all editor m a y  claim the  r ight  to malce, nTonld show a finer sense 
o i  h o l ~ o r  and  e more ProCound regard for  t he  Ninth Commandment. Bllt 
is  i t  reasonable t o  loolc fo r  a s c r n p u l o ~ ~ s  regard for  t h e  Ki11th pre- 
c'riit of God's Decalogue wllen the  Four th  i s  unscrnpulous1~- broken? 

SEVEN-DXY JOURNALISbI .\ND C0NSCJI:SCli. 
\]'it11 sc\,en-day j011rii21s rejecting tlie s tandard o i  a n  immutable 

t l r v ~ r ~ c  Ii~n-, n11tl l l ~ r ~ ~ ~ s e l v e s  conlormed to  the  low moral s tandard 
of  t ! ~ c  masses of t l ~ c  people, a l ~ d  these journals t he  leaders  and teacll- 
crs  of t he  i~cople  to ml~ose  tasLes tlicy a1.e evelq ready to llander. 1\~11at 
\ v o ~ ~ d r r  is i t  t h a t  tllc individual conscience, and t11c pulilic conscience 
~nnt lc  1111 of t l ~ r  consciences of t l ~ c  citizens, sho11lc1 11e $0 largely (lor- 
mnnl,  01% tlcad, a a d  in need oC divinc quiclrening? Conscience, i n t l i v id~~a l  
o r  publir, i s  n moral scnsc. I t  is  a response within n moral 
bctinn to nloral Ian.. I t  answers  t o  divine enxc tn~en t s ,  and  to  human  
cannctmcnts only w11e11 they a r e  arowedly  based upon tlie divi~le.  
h t ruc  tonsciencc is a conscience tonlard God. The educati\rc 
1)ourer of  s c \ e ~ ~ - d a y  journalism can not  reach and  move the  conscience 
I~ecausc it can m a l x  no consistent appeal t o  the  supremacy ,,f 

t h e  nloral la\\- of  thc  1,ord oC t h e  Sabbath.  The  tri11nip11 and establish- 
ment  of  sclrc~!-clay jorr r~la l isn~ means a t  lengtll ;In utterly consciencc- 
l cw privatn :lnd liublic life. T11c enemy is  coming in  like a flood. 
AIay Cod 11cll1 his ~ i r o p l e  to l if t  up  n s tandard agains t  it. T h a t  s tand-  
nrtl is t l ~ c  divine law, oC \vi~ich tile Four th  C o n ~ n ~ a n c l n ~ e n t  i s  a par t ,  

111e divinc aur11orit~- of which i s  restetl in thc Lortl of llle S n b b n ~ l ~ .  1 . ~ 1  

Di\.lne ]vor(l ralce the place of tile Sund;~!- I):lper 011 Lhc ~:lC'l'rLl 
l lo~lrs  of  rile Lortl's day, cut1 ]vllat a qrlicliellillg of c ~ l l ~ c i r l l c e  ll'0ultl 
come to ollr dolnestic, 'Jusilless and 11ntio11n1 life. Sucll :l tr:lnsforma- 
rioll must coluc if \ye a re  to be savetl a s  3 11ation. :111d 1 L  ll?Y~'r C:ll l  

conle \vllile the  S,ln(la:; ncn7sliager ears lilir :1 cnlllier a t   he hral't O f  

a conscience towarti God. 

One of the  greyest char,res in th is  indictnlent :l.~:lillst 1vll;lt Illn!' 
claim to be the best lrind of seven-(lay j0~rna l i~LI l  i s  tllclt i t  \ ~ ~ : l l i c l l ~  
the  1)ontls of t he  home and  society. h day of rest to be n true Sab l )a t l~  . 
fo r  a n y  olle nlust  1)e tile s ame  d3)' oC ~ . e s t  f01 his  falllily ant1 h i c n : l ~  
;lnd ~le ighbors .  Attention is 1101 IIOW called to the ncccssity of n Sail- 
l j a t ] ~  ]am fo r  all  to secure the 8:111bat11 rest  o l  ally one. Tl la t  is  :LII- 

otller aspect of our  l~ l l i t y  in  our  h o ~ n e s  and  in ollr civil conl111unitic.s. 
]\Illat is  I I ~ \ \ F  ill \:ie\\r is tile AIolocl~ of sn\rcn-day . j o ~ ~ r i ~ ; ~ l i s ~ n  s i ~ c r i l i r i ~ ~ s  
the  highest ~ u a ~ l l o o d  of i t s  eln~lo) 'ecs n t  Lhc a l t a r  of i ts  own sellisll 
greed. boast is  nlade, a s  we haVc sccn, t h a t  s e ~ ~ l l - d a y  j011~1l:~~islll 
grants  one rest  day in seven to  every liersoll in i t s  en~]iloy. Hut: i t s  

e~nl)loyees are  not  soli tary i n d i v i d ~ ~ a l s .  A rest-(lag7 011 &101iduy, 01' 0 1 1  

other days, changillg wit11 t h e  succession of tile ~ \~ee l<s ,  ma?. be fo! 
them n n'eel~ly holiday. B u t  i t  is  not  n Sa l~ba th .  l ' l~ey  havc their  

relrrtio1ls \\.it11 the  other  meml~er s  of their  onrll Cnmilies, i111d 1vit':l 

ir iends and mrith neighbors i n  t l ~ e  commuuity. Tlle rest-d:~y of tllc 

seven-day journal enlployee does not  coillcidc 1vit11 thc Snbl):~tli of his 
home and  his  ~~e ighborhood .  The  Creator bound Illell tngetllcr ill f;1111- 

ilies and i n  civil communities,  t o  say i ~ o t l ~ i n g  herc of the c h ~ r c h ,  all11 
gave them i n  these nioral relations the  ~ u o r a l  oril inm~cc of the  Sat)- 
1)atll fo r  thei r  llighest nrelfare i n  110th soul en11 ilotly. SalIl)ath 0lIliga- 

t ions,  tlieseCore, rest  on nlen in thei r  do~nest ic  a11d social r c l : ~ t i o ~ ~ ~ .  
A ~ l d  thus  l~on le  and  social duties demand f o ~ .  all. not  scnttered lioli- 
days. but  n weelily holy day, t he  res t  oC the  one Sabbat11 of the Lorti. 
. I t  ]nay be saiti, i n  pass i~lg .  t h a t  if anything i l l  ~ l lora ls  and  l~olit ical  
science can bc ciear ns n s u n b c a n ~ ,  i t  i s  t h a t  if civil g o v c r n m c ~ ~ t  exists 
fo r  anything, i t  n ~ l ~ a t  exist  t o  secure the  r i ah t  of t hc  rest  of Lhc Sail- 
bat11 to  every s111)ject of i t s  authority.  I t  docs not need dc~no~~st : ' a t ion 
t!lat "the li1)erty of  res t  for  each depends up011 the  law oof res t  f o r  
all." I f  t he  logic of t h i s  almost axiomatic trlllll \\.ere f o l l ~ \ v ~ t l  uli, i t  
~ o u l d  11c seen tha t  t he  civil In\\- s l~cul t l  have  son~el l l inn to sily and 
(10 \l-!lpn the  greed of seven-day journalism, or mly other form of 1)llsi- 
ness, denies to  men thei r  God-given r ight  t o  the  Sa1)l)ath rest .  

F o r  the  present,  ho~vever ,  our  concern is  wit11 t l ~ c  elfeet of seven- 
clay journnl isn~ on  the  110n1e ant1 the  social con~n~nni ty-an the siro11t:- 
es t  m ~ d  safest  bonds of our  social life. And I charge agains t  the sys- 

tem,  a s  a chief coumt in th i s  indic t~nent .  tha t  in s u l i s t i t ~ ~ t i n g  scat ter ins  
rest-days for the Sabbath ,  i t  severs one of the s t ~ ' o ~ ~ g e s t .  ties t ha t  I)in(l 
members of the  11nn1a11 inmil)- togetllsr ill home and social c o m r n u ~ ~ i -  
ties. and drnn-s off nlen in  incli\-ic111al a11d separaterl res t  days.  1vhic11 





ol  thousands away from ihc Sabbath-school ant1 the sanctuau-. I t  
hinders thousands ~ v h o  do go from receiving the baptisnl of the Holy 

Spirit in Gotl's Ilol?. place. The most o r t l~cdos  ant1 spiritual of our 
' 

churches a re  mourning to-day a decrease in membership, and srill 
more a decrease in attenda~lce ant1 active service in proportiou to their 
llominal nlembership. All our churches are mourlling the inroads of 
secularism ant1 the blight of worltlliness. -4 first work needed for repen- 
lallce is to clear the cllurch's skirts of the guilt of that iucarnation of 

secularism and nri)rltlliness, the Sunday newspaper. Until the c h ~ ~ r c n  
of Christ by every nlcans in ller power separates herself and her nlem- 
bers!lip from that iniquity, she nrill remain shorn of her s t r e ~ t l i  

for  the rcscneration oC the u1orld. One contlition on \vllicll rhe c l ~ u r c l ~  
of Christ will arise ant1 shine and put on her strength and her beauti- 
ful garments is to colue out and be separate from seven-(lay journal- 

ism, ant1 not lo touch tile unclean thing. And then will the Lord re- 
(:eive and bless his ~ e o ~ l e ,  and will be a Father to them, and they 
sllall IJC liis sons and daughters, saith the Lord Xl~~lighty.  

V A I N  ATTB3IPT TO QUASH THI: INDICTJUI~NT. 

A tlesl~eratc attempt is solnetiu~es n;ade to break the force of tliis 
a l . ra ig~~ment  ol seven-(lay jollrnalism by throwing the responsibility 
for Snl~bath tlesecration on tlle kIonday mornill:: issue ant1 its sull- 
j~ol.tcrs. 'The allslrrer of EIor~ce Greelep, going straight a s  a n  arrow to 
ihe marrow of this sopl~istry, has ne3:er beell met and never can be 

. ~llct:  "Six nenrspapers every wcel; require s i s  days of labor; seven 
~~o\vsl)apers every weelc require seven days of Iabor." i\Iodern jour- 
~t;llisnl with 9-11 its vaunted progress 11as not outstripped that  bit of 
conlmon sense. Seven-day journalists give anrey their own case. 
They ~ l c a d  in clelcnse of the Sul~tlay paper that  a large part of the 

work on it is done on Saturday, Friday, or even Thursday. Wlly can 
.]lot a large part of the work on AIonday mor!ling's paper, therefore, be 
done on Saturday. If tllere were no 1)aper to come out on Sabbath 
morning, there n~ould be ample time between the issue of S a t u ~ d a y  
nlorning's 1)apcr and the follo\\fing mitlnigl~t to do a. very large share 
uf thc \vorlc on Monday's paper. .4nd from midnight of the Sabbath 
t11c \\rorl; could easily bc coml~lotcd. Tliere would be in this \yay just 
:IS 1nuc11 timc for t!io prcparatiol~ of Mol~day morning's papcr as  for 
tllc issuc of any otlicr nlorlling of the nVeelc. 

l'RlISl<ST DUTY. 

Is  it  ]lot llig11 time to 11old ul) before t l ~ e  l~ublic a tlivine stand- 
:lr(l? The only hope of our race 1s to shonr and give to nlen wliat they 
llced, alltl not lvllst thcy ma)- cl~sire. Our schools, our press, all pub- 
lic teaclicrs, the government itself, exist for this moral purpose of 
man's e leva t io~~.  This i~urposc implies that there i s  a JIoral Idanrgi\ler, 
supreme ovcr men. T ~ I I S  Moral Rulcr has nlade lcnonr?l to men his 
Will as  their ultimate nutl~oritativc moral lav!. This law inchltles the  
obligation of a Sal~bath nrl:ich God has made fcr  man. A11 educators 
of the n ~ o r a l  bcing, Inan, worthy oC tlle name of "ed~lc:~tor." mrlsl 

reac!l the conscience of those \vhom they seelr lo clevate. 
l l  tllcy are 

to elevate men, something higher than tlle lnste oC the llll l l t i t~(~cS to 
be elevated must be held up as  a standard and ~n~0lnl)l.o~llisil161B 
lnaintained. The divil;e elemellt in man, his moral spnsc, liis con- 
science, must be 11rougllt into contact wit11 thc divine a~~tliorit! '  O C  
nloral Ian-, to secure an)' 11pnard lilt. Tliere can be :lo ~al)llntll ,  Cur 
esanlplc, with true rest and rcCres11ment lor man's \vllolc natlu?. b o t l ~ ,  
luind alld spirit, n.ithout the aclino\vledgnie~~t oC thc moral obligatioll 
of tlie Sabllath, as  such, and tlie a~~l l lo r i t>-  oC the Sabb:ltl?'s 1.ortl. 

nal.1: 2s 0,ltloolc may appear to mmis, tliis is no tilnc to l)c 
discouragecl. I t  is a time to elltlure llmdness as  good soltliers of 
cross of Cllrist. I t  is a time to be up and doing; to Cello\\' I-Iim \vho 

rides forth on the nrhite llorse oC tlie gospel, conqucri~lg and lo con- 
quer. Clirist is Lord of the Sabbath, because tlle Sabbnth was lna(lc 
for the highest \velf;re of the entire llunla~l fanlily. His pnrllosz :is 

the Sabbath's Lord to malie that il:stitution a blessillg lo ollr racc 
..\.ill llot fnil. The victory for tllc Sabbath is sure lo conle, I)cc:~use 

the  conflict is the Lord's. I t  is for us to do our duty, i l l  our own day  
and place, a s  nrorl<ers together nil11 our Lord, and lioi\.c\'er l~ollelcss 
the prospect may appear, a s  in 1855 to ISGO i l l  the  struggle ag:linsc 
human slavery, l*ig11t and truth will in  due time prevail o\'cr crror 
and \\‘rang. The purpose of God holds good for this  and all other n:l- 
tions of the earth, a s  for the Jews of old, that  the land shall yet Cn- 
joy its Sabbath. Therc is no justification, then, POI' despair, even in 
tile lace of such n gigantic and (leeply-rooted evil as  the Sull(1:ly news- 
paper. I t  has not "come to stay." I t  \vill and must go t lo l~n  before 
advancing CllI'istian civilization. Let Christian wealth and enterl~rise 
come to the front and found Sabbatll-keeping dailies in a feuf of our 
principal cities, and the  peril that  stares us i n  the face to-(lap, will 
after all prove to be but a mush-room growth, sprung lilte n Jo~lall 's 
g.onr(1 from the overstimulated greed and lust of a worlrlly mnterialisnl, 
and \\'ill like Jonah's gourd wither and die wit11 the rising sun of un-  
rfserved Christian devotion to the Lord of the Sal)l~atli and lo \\'cl- 

fare of men for whom the Sabbath was made. 




