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BANIEL'S PEOPHETIC NTJMBEES.

Interpreters of prophecy have found no little difficulty. in explain

ing and applying the three prophetic [periods mentioned in the last

chapter of Daniel. While there is general agreement in the opinion

that they indicate the duration of tne dominion of the Antichristian

power, and that their termination will introduce a happy change for

the church and the world, there is far from harmony in fixing their date.

That the first, verse 7, synchronizes with the periods of John in the Reve

lation, is scarcely to he questioned. The "time, times, and half,"

of Daniel, and "time, times and a half," "forty and two months," and

"twelve hundred and sixty days," of John, being all of the same

length, • have most probably the same beginning, and of course, the

same end.

Daniel mentions two other periods, corresponding to which wo find

nothing in the Revelation. The first of these is in the eleventh verse.

" And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and

the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand

two hundred and ninety days." We have here the state of things at

the beginning of this period described, but nothing showing how its end

may be known. The taking away of the daily sacrifice, and the set

ting up of the abomination that maketh desolate, presents a state of

things that agrees so well with the giving of the outer court of the

temple to the Gentiles, and their treading under foot the holy 'City

(Rev. 11 : 2), that there is strong probability that it refers to tLc .-..i. jlo

time, and therefore this number of Daniel begins, with the commence

ment of the forty-two months of John. It follows then that this

period of Daniel will extend thirty years beyond his first period, and

all the periods of John that synchronize with it.

Dr. Mason's view, that Daniel's second period began with A.D. 533,

has not been verified by history. According to his scheme, some event

answering to the close of that period should have taken place in 1822.

But this was not the case. We must, therefore, look for a later date.

And though the reasoning of Dr. Mason is ingenious in sustaining

his position, that Daniel's period and John's must have different begin

9



184 Amendment to the Constitution.

we dwell in our ceiled houses when the Lord's house lieth waste? 0 let

us learn of that wonderful man, Muller, of Bristol, England, who

lives by faith only, and is carrying on a greater work than any con

gregation, or perhaps than any denomination of God's people under

the sun. What a miracle of divine grace and love ! a man possessing

no property, and will not ask man for any assistance, yet God, in

answer to prayer, gives him the means to build orphan houses that

contain hundreds of children, and provides every necessary for a large

institution of learning, and sends the Bible and missionaries to the

heathen. Is not this the faith and work of a true Covenanter?

Then let us ask such faith, and pray earnestly that we rise to that de

gree of trust, and assure ourselves that we are engaged in the Lord's

work. But before we can do this, we must all get to work individ

ually/as if all depended on our own efforts. We must not, as we are

too much inclined to do, leave the burden of work to the minister,

elder or dysacon ; we are all under the same covenant vows, and have

all consecrated ourselves and all we possess to God and his cause.

Therefore, we should observe the most strict exactness in the use of

every talent, and this very important one which enters so much into

all our business and controls so much of our time. Be liberal with all

the wealth God has given us. Give cheerfully, systematically, regu

larly, and largely, without being solicited by any person ; then the

Lord's treasury will be full, and those chosen of God to hold up the

standards' of the church will take new courage, a new life will be given

to every scheme of the church ; then, and not until then, will the

blessing of the Lord be upon us, or the Spirit be poured out upon the

work of our hands. Hope.

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION.

Mr. Editor — I wish to make a few remarks on the action of the

convention that met at Philadelphia, March 5th, 1867, " to secure

certain religious amendments to the National Constitution." I am not

entirely satisfied with the action of the above mentioned convention ;

because it falls short of the attainments of the Second Reformation

in reference to the religious duties of nations. The object of the con

vention is unquestionably right — "to secure certain religious amend

ments to the national Constitution."

This recognizes a nation as being a religious, as well as a civil per

son—capable of feeling, cherishing and maintaining religious feelings

and sentiments or opinions ; and also of practicing religious duties,

and of swearing and subscribing religious covenants ; for whatsoever a

religious person is religiously bound to do, they are bound by covenant

to do. So the church, being an ecclesiastical person, is not thereby

disqualified for holding and maintaining some principles in reference to

civil polity, nor absolved from the obligation of performing civil duties,

nor from swearing and subscribing civil covenants.

And the reason for this, is, that the good Christian is a good citizen,
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but he that is not a Christian is a bad man, and cannot be a good

citizen — "an evil tree cannot bring forth good fruit." When the

National Covenant of Scotland and the Solemn League and Covenant

of the three kingdoms were sworn and subscribed, they were " sub

scribed by persons of all ranks"—"all sorts of persons." The Chris

tian swore and subscribed both the religious and civil parts of these

covenants. And so did the citizen.

And it must not be forgotten that both the civil and religious parts

of these covenants descend to all generations. Now, if we recognize

God at all, we must recognize him as the only true God, and our God

—our covenant God. We are, as a nation, just as much bound to

have God as our God, as Israel of old. Now, there is nothing like

this contemplated in the recognition proposed by the convention. It

is true that "Almighty God is acknowledged as the source of all

authority and power, in civil government, and the Lord Jesus Christ

as ruler (governor) among the nations." But it is not proposed that

"Almighty God shall be the covenant God of this nation, nor that the

Lord Jesus Christ shall be its governor."

If we would have the name of a Christian nation, we must have

Christ as our own Governor (Ps. 22 : 27), for those nations that do not

take hold of God's covenant of grace, nor give themselves to the Lord

in a perpetual covenant, are still gentiles — heathen. When God

entered into covenant with the nation of Israel, at Horeb, he said, in

the preface to the ten commandments, " I am the Lord thy God," that

is, I am the Lord thy God, 0 Israel.

Again, he said, in the first commandment, "Thou shalt have no

other Gods beside me," that is, shalt bave me as thy covenant God.

And so God is now speaking to all the nations, in his word — to all

nations who have his written word. And all nations who decline

taking hold of God's covenant, are in a state of rebellion against God.

The convention is manifestly trying to get up — not such an acknowl

edgment as the word of God requires, but such a one as an ungodly

nation and blacksliding churches will be willing to subscribe.

We learn something about the views of the convention, from the

resolutions reported by the business committee, with regard to what

authority the written word should have in controlling the members of

civil society. They say, "the only question for us to consider is, has

the Supreme Ruler given us any expression of his will in regard to

this matter ? That expression, wherever found, whether inscribed on

the framework of creation, the physical, intellectual, moral or social

constitution of man, or set forth in the inspired word, has, and must

necessarily have the force of law." Is it, indeed, true, that the

natural law, as inscribed on the physical, intellectual, moral or social

constitution of fallen and depraved man, has the force of law in con

trolling the members of civil society ? John M'Caulby.

Eeimersbdro, Pa., April 12th, 1867.
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