PAN-PRESBYTERIANISY.

To the CLurches of Christ, Organized on Pres—
‘byterian Prineiples, thronghout the World.

Churches of the Fresbyterian fawlly are

one hundred and fifty persons attended,
coming from various Presbyterian denomi-
nations in widely distant countries; from
the prinelpal Presbyterian Churches in the
United Statos and the Dominion of Cana-
da; trom England, Scotland, Wales, and
Ireland; from Italyand Germany.® The
utmost cordiality was shown at the meet-
ing, and the following resolutions were
adopted unanimously

1. That whereas the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in the United

ta!

brought together at e Sy md belong-

ing to various branches of the Pr(sbyteﬂ-
20 family, cordially Sympat

movements toward a Geperal Co\mcxl of

tho Presbyienan Cliurehes tn various L laads.
2. That the following gex! gmen a
Committee pond with Individuals
and with organized bodies, in order to
certain the feeling of Presl
gard to such Federal Council, and to take
Such measures as may in their judgment
Promote this obj

ect.
3 Tuat this Comuities be antho rized to
as far as possible, with the Gen-
en Assembly o ot the Dresbyterian Church
n Ireland, and with the commitiee of the
Genorat A«emhly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United Statestof America.
The Commlttee thus appointed have a
deep sense of the responsibility laid on
them. While they believe that the cause
1s good, and that there is sufficient popu-
Jar opinton in its behalf to secure, with the
blessing of Almighty God, its ultimate
success, they fear lest theyshould take any
step that might Injure so noble an under-
taking. They therefore desire to begin
and earry on all their measures under the
guldance of the wisdom that is from above.
All that they propose at present is to ask,
as they now do, every Presbyterian organi-
zation in the world:
First, To express in a formal manner s
approval of the object ; and
Secondly, T» appoat a commattee lo meet |
or correspond wuk commuttees from otker|
Presbytenan denominations, for the purpose
qfx'rrangwg for a meeling or convention of
tives to be appointed by the de-
m)mulalmns, which meeting may effect an

an ats
and practical modes of action.
Meanwhile they solicit attention to the
following benefits which, by the grace of
God, may be crpeded to flow from the
proposed uni
1 It vrculd ulubh berom the world the
unity, with
minor diversities, or me one great family
of Presbyterian churches.
2 It would greatiy tend to lzold up and
weak and
by showing that tiey are membm of a
large body. The Protestant churches of
the Continent of Europe, for example, feel
the great need of sympathy and support
from churches more favorably situated.
3. It would enable churches, which are
not inelined to organic union, to manifest
their belief in the unity of the Church, and
to fraternize with those whom they love,
while they still hold to their distinctive
testimony.
4. Each Presbyterian church woald be-
come acquainted with the constitution and
work of sister churches, and their interest
in each other would be proportiopally in-
creased. Somo might be led in this way
o see in other Churches excellences which
they would choose to adopt.
5. The Churches may thus be led to com-
bine in behalf of the truth, and against
prevalent errors;_as, for Instance, to de-
fend the obligations of the Sabbath, to
resist the insidious efforts of the Papacy,

found, though under a variety of names,
in Europe, in America, in Australia, and,
in the mission fields of Asia and Africa.
1t theso could be regarded as one com-
munion, they would i perhaps,

1 in the matter of and
1o withstand Infidelity in is various forms.
6. Without inte:fering with the freeac-
tion of the Churches this Council might

the largest Protestant Chureh in the world.
But, at present, they are united byno visi-
ble bond, either of fellowship or of work.
Of Iate, however, it has occurred simulta-
neously to a number of minds in different
countries, that thoss who hold to the Pres-
byterian form of Church government may,
in perfect consistency with their well
known and general foterest in all the
branches of the Church Universal, inquire
for some way of coming into formal cor-
munion with each other, and of promoting
great eauses by joint actlon.

1t is not proposed to form an  organic
union of all the

the work
in the great fleld **which is the world™;
allocating a sphere to each, discouraging
the planting of two congregations where
one might serveé or the estatlishment of
two missions at one place, while hundreds
of other places havenone. Inthiswaythe
resources of the Church would be husband-
od, and her energies concentrated on great
enterprises.

7. It would demounstrate to the Christian
worm thesa great facts In_the working of
he Presbyterian ‘That, by its rea-
sona'llle polity, it consists with every form
civil gowmment that, by the simplici-
tx of its usages, 1 .Idzpled to all the va-.

¥
throughout the world. It is eﬂdmt that
one General Assembly oould not regulate,
with advantage, the internal economy of
Churches in such widely soparated coun-
tries as Switzerland, Germany, France,
England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Aus.
tralia, the United States, and Canada.
Great injury might arise from any attempt.
to interfere with these different Churches
in the management of their own affairs;
for all ecclesiastical history shows that
serious dangers are to be apprehended
from the establishment of any central
power, which would be almost sure to in-
terfere with the lberty of locsl Churches
and of individuals. Some denommﬂ'on.s.
have grand

tions which they wish to cherish; md
soma regard it as their duty to bear a tes-
timony In behalf of truths which others
seem to them to overlook. In these cir-
cumstances, the Churches will not be ask-
ol to merge their separate existence in
one large organizatien, but, retaining their
selt-government, to meet with the other
members ot the Presbytedan family to
consalt forthe good pt the Church at large,
and for the glory of God.

In order that a Church be entitled to
jola this union, 1t shoald hold to tho Pres-
byterian form of government, and have a
Creed In accordance with the Consersus ol
the Reformed Charehiés. No new creed or
formulary of any kind is contemplated.

Several formal steps have been taken
with the view of effecting this Presbyterian
union. The subject was speclally brought.
before the great meeting held in Philadel-
phl. in 1872, to celebrate the Tercentenary { P

Th
A.bsembly of 1873 of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, | ™
ananimously adoptad resolutions in favor|

r¥ing e Church upon the

earth; and um., l)v l!s equal distance

from license and arrogance, it is bcs?, st pro-
red to recognize the kinship of all be-

hevers.,

8. 1t woald manifest the proportionsand

power of the Presbyterian churches, and

thus offer effectaal resistance Lo Lhe exclu.

sive pretensions of Prelacy an

In a.].l their forms,

9. From such 4 Council, hallowed and

e oemer’

q
s ot epistvasl o, brs
im| of spiritual life, bringing every
member of the Church into closer fellow.
ship with his Divine Master, into deepe:
affection for his brethren Tor his Mastcfs
ke, and into more entire consecration of
all his powers to the )IAster‘s work.
Howarn Crosy, D.D., ., Chan:
Tewvont I'.‘m'vml!y. Rew Touk.
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WrLiiaM ORMISTON, D.D., New S’ol’k.

Issac MURRAY, D.D., Toderator
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G.D. Mnm New York,

teran Clrarch, Secretary.
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New York, 1874

The i 2
ing the Presbyterian ministers of Philadel-
phia. and appointed to ald In this move-
meordmuy conm in the scnﬁments]
exprossed in the foregoing®Circular; and ‘
muadn the .Tequests therein m:
organization in the!

of an G ical Counefl 0( P < ¥
Churches, and to

have its resolutions umed into effect. In
the same year the General Ascembly of
the Presbyterian Church of Ireland passed

to join with other Churches in seeking the
same great end.

Having respect to this concurrent ex-
pression of fesling, the Committee of the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America,
availed ihemselves of the presenceof so
many and elders at

a series of likeresolations; and it is ready | 2,

E. B, Sev1%, DD,
Beformed Church in the T- 5.
C. P. Masprs,

3.} CeowELL, D.D.,
‘Presbyteriaa Charch T. S- A, Secretary.
‘Phlsdelphia, 1674,

Church 1 Amenes.

the Conference of the Evangelical Alliarse

of viewson 3 ‘The

in New Vork in 1873, to hold a meetirg for
i peo

moehn“ was held oa October 6th. About



