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ART. 1L—The Scottish Philosophy.*

THE Germans have histories without number of their philoso-
phy from Kant to Hegel, with not a few historical reviews of
the later speculations. The French, too, have numerous
sketches of the philosophy of their country generally, and of
individual systems, such as that of Descartes. It is no way to
the credit of English thought, and least of all to that of the
Scotch metaphysicians, that we have not in our language a
history of the Scottish school of philosophy. There are valuable
notices of it, it is true, in Dugald Stewart’s Historical Disserta-
tion, and in his Eloges of Reid and Adam Smith ; but Stewart
is far too dignified and general in his style to be able to give
an articulate account of the special doctrines of the different
masters of the school, or a vivid picture of the times, with
many of the marked characteristics of which he had no sym-
Egthy. The best history of the Scottish Philosophy is by a

renchman, and has not been translated into English. e
look on the volume in which M. Cousin treats of the Scottish
school, as containing upon the whole the most faultless of all
his historical disquisitions. In his other volumes he scarcely
does justice to Locke, whom he always judges from the evil
consequences which have flowed from his philosophy on the
continent, and he is not able to wrestle successfully with the
powerful logical intellect of Kant; but he has a thorough
appreciation of the excellencies of the Scottish metaphysicians,
and when he finds fault, his criticisms are always worthy of

* For » series of short articles on this important subject, of which the
resent is the first, we are indebted to the Rev. Professor M‘Cosh; LL.D.,
\fast.—Ep. B. & F. E. R.

VOL. XII.—NO. XLVI Uu



6€4 The Scottish Philosophy.

being considered. But it could not be expected of a foreigner,
that he should thoroughly comprehend the state of Scotland
when its peculiar philosophy arose, nor be able to estimate its
relation to the national character. Without professing to supply
what is wanting, we purpose to devote a few articles, the result
of original research, to the elucidation of the rise and formation
of the Scottish Philosophy. In this article we sketch the charac-
teristics of the school, and the state of the country when it arose.

The Scottish Philosophy possesses a unity, not only in the
circumstance that its expounders have been Scotchmen, but
also and more specially in its method, its doctrines, and its
spirit. It is distinguished by very marked and decided features
—which we may represent as determined by the bones rather
than the flesh or muscles.

1. It proceeds on the method of observation, professedly and
really. Ib this respect it is different from nearly all the Pphilo-
sophies which went before, from many of those which were con-
temporary, and from some of those which still linger among
us. The method pursued in Eastern countries, in ancient
Greece and Rome, 1n the scholastic ages, and in the earlier
ages of modern European speculation, had not been that of
induction, either avowedly or truly. No doubt speculators
have been obliged in all ages and countries to make some use
of facts, in the investigation both of mind and matter. But
in the earlier theosophies, physiologies, and philosophies, they
looked at the phenomena of nature merely as furnishing a
starting-point to their systems, or a corroboration of them ; and
their inquiries were conducted in the dogmatic, or deductive,
or analytic manner, explaining phenomena by assumed prina-
ples, or bringing facts to support theories, or resolving the com-
plexities of the universe by refined mental distinctions.
spirit had been banished from physical science, first, by the
great realistic awakening of the sixteenth century ; then by
the profound wisdom and far-sighted sagacity of Bacon ; and,
finally, by the discoveriesof Newton and the establishment of the
Royal Society of London. But it lingered for some agesm
in mental science, from which it has not even yet been ¥
* expelled. Bacon had declared, that his method was applicsble
to all other sciences as well as to the investigation of the mate-
rial universe. “Does any one doubt (rather than object)
says he, “ whether we speak merely of natural philosophy or
of other sciences also, such as logics, ethics, politics, as about
to be perfected by our method # ~ “ We certainly,” he replies,
« understand all these things which have been referred to ; and
like as the vulgar logic, which regulates things by the syllogism,
pertains not to the natural but all sciences, so ours, which pro-
ceeds by induction, embraces them all. For thus we would
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form a history and tables concerning anger, fear, modesty, and
the like, as also examples of civil affairs, not omitting the mental
emotions of memory, composition, division, judgment, and the
rest, just as we form such of heat and cold, of light, vegetation,
and such like.” Sir Isaac Newton had said in his Optics:
“ And if natural philosophy in all its parts, by pursuing this
method, shall at length be perfected, the bounds of moral
philosodphy will also be enlarged.” But the employment of the
method of induction in the study of the human mind was for
ages slow, wavering, and uncertain. It has been asserted, that
Descartes proceeded on the method of induction ; but the state-
ment has been made by metaphysicians who have never cor-
rectly apprehended the mode of procedure recommended by
Bacon. cartes does indeed appeal to profound ideas, which
may be regarded as mental facts ; but 1t is not by them to
arnve at laws by a gradual generalisation, it is rather to em-
loy them as foundation stones of his structure, which is reared
Eigh above them by the joint dogmatic and deductive method,
and on the geometric and not the inductive plan. It has been
averred that Hobbes proceeded on the method of his friend
Bacon ; but Hobbes nowhere professes to do so : his doctrine of
the origin of civil government is a mere theory, his system of
the human mind and of morals is obtained by a very defective
analysis, and, in fact, is mainly borrowed from Aristotle, whose
profounder principles he is incapable of appreciating. It can-
not be denied that Locke does proceed very largely in the way
of observation ; but it is a curious circumstance that he no-
where professes to follow the method of induction; and his
great work may be summarily represented as an attempt to
establish by internal facts the preconceived theory, that all our
ideas are derived from sensation and reflection. To the Scot-
tish school belongs the merit of being the first avowedly and
knowingly to follow the inductive method, and to employ it
systematically in psychological investigation. As the masters
of the school were the first to adopt it, so they, and those who
have borrowed from them, are almost the only persons who
have studiously adhered to it. The school of Condillac in
France, and its followers in England and Germany, do indeed
profess to attend to observation, but it is after the manner of
the empiricists, described by Bacon as beginning with experi-
ence, but immediately abandoning it for premature hypotheses.
It will be seen as we advance, that Kant followed the critical
and not the inductive method. Hutcheson and Turnbull, and
especially Reid and Stewart, have the credit of announcing
unambiguously, that the human mind is to be studied exclu-
gsively by the method of observation, and of consistently
employing this mode of procedure in all their investigations.
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IL It employs self-consciousness as the instrument of obeer-
vation. It may thus be distinguished from some other achools
with which it has been confounded. Bacon, we have seen, did
believe in the applicability of his method to all the mental
sciences. But he had no clear apprehension of the agency by
which the observation is to be accomplished ; he supposed it to
be by “ the history and tables concerning anger, fear, modesty,
the memory, composition, division, judgment, and the bke”
In respect of the means of observation, philosophy is greatly
indebted to Descartes, who taught men, in studying the human
mind, to seize on great internal ideas The questions started
by Locke, and his mode of settling them, tend towards the
same issue ; he dwells fondly on reflection as the alone source
of the ideas which we bhave of the workings of the human mied,
and ever appeals to the internal sense as an arbiter in discos-
sions as to the origin of ideas. But the Scottish philosophers
took a step in advance of any of their predecessors, inasmuch s
they professed todrawall the laws of mental philosophy—indeed,
their whole systems—from the observations of consciousness

By this feature they are at once distinguished from those
who would construct a science of the human mind from the
observation of the brain or nerves, or generally from animal
gh ysiology. Not indeed that theSeottish philosophy is required,
y its manner or its principles, to reject the investigation of
the functions of the animnr frame, as fitted to throw light e
mental action. Certain of the masters of the school, such as
Reid, Brown, and Hamilton, were well acquainted with phys-
ology in its latest discoveries in their day, and y em-
Eloyed their knowledge to illustrate the operations of the

uman mind. There is nothing in the method, or the spirit, or the
cherished doctrines of the school tending to discountenance or
disparagea painstaking experimental investigation of the partsof
the bodily e most intimately connected with mental action.
Possibly the next great addition may be made to peychology,
when internal observation of the thoughts and feelings, and
external observation of the brain and nerves and vital forces,
are in circumstances to combine their lights. But in the days
of the great masters of the Scottish school, physiology was not
in a state, nor is it yet in a position, to furnish much aid in
explaining mental phenomena. The instrument employed by
them was the internal sense ; and they always maintained that
it is only by its means that we can reach an acquaintaunce with
mind proper, and of its various operations, and that the know-
ledge acquired otherwise must ever be regarded as subordinate
and subsidiary. They might have admitted that the occanoa
of the production, and the modifications of our mental states,
could so far be influenced by the cerebro-spinal mass, or the
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forces operating in it ; but they strenuously maintained that
we can E:mw what our perceptions, and judgments, and feel-
ings, and wishes, and resolves, and moral appreciations are, not
by the senses or the microscope, not by ciemical analysis, or
the estimation of the vital forces, but solely through our inward
exgjrienee revealed by consciousness.

t let us properly understand what the Scottish school
intend when they maintain that a science of the human mind
can be constructed only by immediate consciousness. They do
not mean that the study of the mind can be prosecuted in no
other way than by looking in for ever on the stream of thought
as it flows on without interruption. The operation of introspec-
tion is felt to be irksome in the extreme 1if continued for any
length of time, and will certainly be abandoned when thought
is rapid or feeling is intense; and those who trust to it ex-
clusively are apt to fix their attention on a few favourite mental
states, and omit many others no less characteristic of the human
mind. He who would obtain an adequate and comprehensive
view of our complex mental nature must not be satisfied with
occasional glances at the workings of his own soul: he must
take a survey of the thoughts and feelings of others so far as he
can gather them from their deeds and ?:om their words ; from
the acts of mankind generally, and of individual men, women,
and children; from universal language as the expression of
human cogitation and sentiment; and from the commerce we
hold with our fellow-men by conversation, by writing, or by
books. Reid in particular is ever appealing to men's actions
and language, as a proof that there must be certain principles,
beliefs, and affections in the mind. Still this evidence ever
carries us back to consciousness, as after all both the primary
witness and the final judge of appeal ; as it is only by it and
by what has ed through our own minds, that we can come
to discern and appreciate the feelings of our brother men.®

III. By the observations of consciousness, principles are
reached which are prior to and independent of experience.
This is another grand characteristic of the school, distinguish-
ing it, on the one hand, from empiricism and sensationalism ;
and on the other hand, from the dogmatism and a priori

* Mr Buckle, in his History of Civilization, vol. ii., professes a deep acquaint-
snce with the Scottish metaphysicians of last century, who'are represented by
kim as proceeding in the deductive, and not in the indactive, method. He adds,
that in Scotland *‘men have always been deductive.” But Mr B. was never
able to understand the difference between the method of deduction on the one
band, and the method of induction with consciousness as the agent of observa-
tion, on the other ; the former derives consequences by reasoning from pripclplea,
the latter reaches principles by internal observation, That his whole views on
this subject were confused is evident, from the circumstance that he represents
women as proceeding (like Scotchuten) by deduction!
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speculation of all ages and countries. Tt agrees with the former
in holding that we can construct a science of mind only by
observation, and out of the facts of experience ; but then it
separates from them, inasmuch as it resolutely maintains that
we can discover principles which are not the product of observa-
tion and experience, and which are in the very constitution of
the mind, and have there the sanction of the Author of our
nature. These are somewhat differently apprehended and de-
scribed by the masters of the school, some taking a deeper and
others a more superficial view of them. Hutcheson them
senses, and finds them in the very constitution of the mind
Reid designates them principles of common -sense, and repre-
sents them as being natural, original, and necessary. Stewart
characterises them as fundamental laws of human thought and
belief. Brown makes them intuitions simple and original
Hamilton views them under a great many aspects, but seems
to contemplate them most frequently and fondly after the
manner of Kant, as a priors forms or conditions. But what-
ever minor or major differences there may be in the fulness of
their exposition, or in the favourite views which they individu-
ally prefer, all who are truly of the Scottish school agree
maintaining that there are laws, principles, or powers in the
mind anterior to any reflex observation of them, and acting
independently of the philosophers’ classification or explanation
of them. While the Scottish school thus far agrees with the
rational and @ priori systems, it differs from them most
essentially, in refusing to admit any philosophic maxims except
those laws or principles which can be shewn by self-inspection
to be in the very constitution of the mind. It bas always
looked with doubt, if not suspicion, on all purely abstract and
rational discussions, such as that by which Samuel Clarke
demonstrated the existence of God ; and its adherents bave
commonly discountenanced or opposed all ambitious a prion
systems, such as those which were reared in such imposing
forms in Germany in the end of last, and the beginning of the
present, century. )
These three characters are found in a more or less decided
form in the works of the great masters of the school. I am not
sure indeed whether they have been formally announced by all.
nor whether they have always been consistently followed out
I allow that the relation of the three principles one to another,
and their perfect congruity and consistency, have not alway
been clearly discerned or accurately expressed. In particulsr
I am convinced that most of the Scottish metaphysicians bave
ot clearly seen how it is that we must ever proceed in men
science by observation, while there are at the same time in the
mind laws superior to and independent of observation ; how #



Its Influence. 669

is that while there are a priori principles in the mind, it is
yet true that we cannot construct a philosophy by a priori
speculation. But with these explanations and deductions, it
may be maintained that the characters specified are to be
found either announced or acted on in the pages of all the
writers of the school, from Hutcheson to Hamilton. Whenever
they are discovered in the works of persons connected with
Scotland, the writers are to be placed among the adherents of
the school. Wherever there is the total absence of any one of
them, we cannot allow the author a place in the fraternity.
The Scottish metaphysicians and moralists have left their
impress on their own land, not only on the ministers of reli-
gion, and through them upon the body of the people, but
also on the whole thinking mind of the country. The chairs
of mental science in the Scottish colleges have had more
influence than any others in germinating thought in the minds
of the Scottish youth, and in giving a permanent bias and
direction to their intellectual growth. e have the express
testimony of a succession of illustrious men for more than a
century, to the effect that it was Hutcheson, or Smith, or Reid,
or Beattie, or Stewart, or Jardine, or Mylne, or Brown, or
Chalmers, or Wilson, or Hamilton, who first made them feel
that they had a mind, and stimulated them to independent
thought. We owe it to the lectures and writings of the pro-
fessors of mental science, acting always along with the theo-
logical training and preaching of the country, that men of ability
in Scotland have commonly been more distinguished by their
tendency to inward reflection than inclination to sensuous
observation. Nor is it to be omitted that the Scottish meta-
physicians have written the English language, if not with
absolute purity, yet with propriety and taste—some of them,
indeed, with elegance and eloquence—and have thus helped to
advance the literary cultivation of the country. All of them
have not been men of learning in the technical sense of the
term, but they have all been well informed in various branches
of knowledge— (it is to a Scottish metaphysician we owe the
“ Wealth of Nations”)—several of them have had very accurate
scholarship ; and the last great man among them was not
surpassed in erudition by any scholar of his age. Nor has the
influence of the Scottish philosophy been confined to its native
soil. The Irish province of Ulster has felt it quite as much
a8 Scotland, in consequence of so many youths from the north
of Ireland having been educated at Glasgow University.
Though Scotch metaphysics are often spoken of with contempt
in the southern part of Great Britain, yet they have had their
share in fashioning the thought of England, and in particular,
have done much good in preserving it, for two or three ages
towards the end of last century and the beginuing of this, from
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falling altogether into low materialistic and utilitarian views;
and in this our day, Mr Mill has got some of his views through
his father from Stewart and Brown, and an active !

school at Oxford is building on the foundation laid by Hamil-
ton. The United States of America, especially the wrilen
connected with the Presbyterian and Congregational Churches,
have felt pleasure in acknowledging their obligations to the
Scottish thinkers. It is a most interesting circumstance, that
when the higher metaphysicians of France undertook, in the
beginning of this century, the laborious work of throwing
back the tide of materialisin, scepticism, and atheism which
had swept over the land, they called to their aid the sober
and well-grounded philosophy of Scotland. Nor is it an unim-
portant fact in the Eistory of philosophy, that the great German
metaphysician, Emmanuel Kant, wasroused, as heacknowledges,
from his dogmatic slumbers by the scepticism of David Hume.

But the great merit of the Scottish philosophy lies in the
large body of truth which it has —if not discovered at leasi—
settled on a foundation which can never be moved It has
added very considerabl{to our knowledge of the human mind,
bringing out to view the characteristics of mental as distie-
guished from material action; throwing light on percepion
through the senses; offering valuable observations on the -
tellectual powers, and on the association of ideas; furnishing,
if not ultimate, yet very useful provisional classifications of the
mental faculties ; unfolding many of the peculiarities of msas
moral and emotional nature, of his conscience, and of his taste
for the beautiful ; resolving many complex mental phenomens
into their elements ; throwing aside by its independent research
a host of traditional errors which had been accumulating for
ages; and, above all, establishing certain primary trutbs asa
foundation on which to rear other truths, and as a breakwater
to resist the assaults of scepticism.

In comparing it with otger schools, we find that the tra>-
scendental speculators of Germany have started discusons
which they cannot settle, and followed out their rinciples
extravagant consequences, which are a reductio a«f absurdum
of the whole method on which they proceed. Again, th
physiologists have failed to furnish any explanation of cor-
sciousness, of thought, of moral approbation, or of any other
peculiar mental quality. Meanwhile, the philo:zphy of car-
sciousness has co-ordinated many facts, ascertained many me>
tal laws, explained many curious phenomena of our mward
experience, and established a body of intuitive truths. By its
method of careful observation, and by it alone, can the
agitated in the rival a priori schools be solved, so far as they
can be solved by the human faculties ~Whatever aid phys-

logical research as it advances may furnish to psychology. &
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must always be by the study, not of the brain, and nerves, and
vital forces, but of our conscious operations, that a philosophy
of the human mind is to be constructed. Whether the Scot-
tish philosophy is to proceed exclusively in its old method, and
go on co-ordinating facts with ever-increasing care, and express-

them with greater and greater precision, or whether it is
ziomw from other schools—say to resolve in its own way the
questions started by Schelling and Hegel, or to call in physio-
logy to account for the rise of mental states, it is at least
desirable that we should now have a combined view of what
has been accomplished by the philosophy of consciousness.
This is what is attempted in these articles in regard to the
founders of the school.

It should be freely admitted that the Scottish school has not
discovered all truth, nor even all discoverable truth, in philo-
sophy ; that it does not pretend to have done so is one of its
excellencies, proceeding from the propriety of its method and the
modesty of its character. Among the writings of the Scottish
school, it is only in those of Sir William Hamilton that we find
some of the profoundest problems of philosophy, such as the
conditions of human knowledge and the idea of the infinite
discussed ; and the majority of the genuine adherents of the
school are inclined to think that on these subjects his conclu-
sions are too bare and negative, and that he has not reached
the full truth. Reid and Stewart are ever telling us that they
have obtained only partial glimpses of truth, and that a com-
plete science of the human mind is to be achieved solely b
a succession of inquirers prosecuting the investigation throug
a series of ages. Brown and Hamilton make greater preten-
sions to success in erecting complete systems, but this is one
of the defects of these great men, arising, as we shall see,
from their departing from the genuine Scottish method, and
adopting, so far, other and continental modes of philosophizing,
the one betaking himself to the empirical analysis of the Frengx
sensational school, and the nther adopting the critical method
of Kant ; and it is to be said in behalf of Brown, that he never
mounts into a region of cloudy speculation ; and in favour of
Hamilton, that his most vigorous efforts were employed in shew-
ing how little can be known by man. All the great masters
of the school not only admit, but are at pains to shew, that
there are mysteries in the mind of man, and in every depart-
ment of human speculation, which they cannot clear up. This
feature has tempted some to speak of the whole school with
contempt, as doing little because attempting little. They have
been charged with their country’s sin of caution, and the
national reproach of poverty has been unsparingly cast upon
them. Let them not deny, let them avow that the charge is
jusf:. Let them acknowledge that they have proceeded in thne
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past in the patient method of induction, and avow openly, and
without shame, that they mean to do so in time to come.

it be their claim, that if they have not discovered all truth, they
have discovered and settled some truth; while they"have
not promulgated much error, or wasted their strength 1o rear-
ing showy fabrics, admired in one age and taken down the
next. It is the true merit of Scotchmen that, without any
natural advantages of soil or climate, they have carefully cul-
tivated their land, and made it yield a liberal produce, and
that they have been roused to activity, and stimulated to in-
dustry, by their very poverty. Let it, in like manner, be the
boast of the Scottish philosophy, that it has made profitable use
of the materials at its disposal, and that it has by patience and
shrewdness succeeded in establishing a body of fundamental
truth which can never be shaken, but which shall stand as a bul-
wark in philosophy, morals,and theology,as long as time endures.

During the seventeenth century, the three kingdoms bad
passed through a series of political and religious convulsions,
and in the opening of the following century the Protestant
people were seeking to enjoy and improve the seasonable—as
they reckoned it the providential—rest which was brought by
the Revolution Settlement. The floods had swept over the
country, partly to destroy and partly to fertilise, and men are
busily employed in removing the evils (as they reckon them)
whicg had been left, and in sowing, planting, and building on
the now dry and undisturbed territory. In particular, there is
a strong desire on the of the great body of the people to
make the best use of the peace which they now , and to
employ it to draw forth the material resources of the country.
As a consequence of the intellectual stimulus which had mainly
been called forth by the previous great contests, and of the
liberty achieved, and the industry in active exercise, the riches
of the nation are increasing, agriculture begins to make pro-

ess, great commercial cities are beginning to aggregate

ousehold and social elegance and comfort are sought after,
and in a great measure 'secured, refinement of manners is
cultivated, and civilisation is advancing. In the eager pursuit
of these worldly ends, the generation then springing u y
set sufficient value on the higher blessings which Ead been
secured by the struggles of their forefathers. By the profound
discussions of the seventeenth century, the great body of the
people had been made to read their Bibles, and to inquire into
the foundation and functions of political government. By the
deeds dome, by the sufferings endured, and the principles
enunciated, the great questions of civil and religious liberty had
been started, and opinions set afloat which were ultimately to
settle them theoretically and practically. But the race now being
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reared did not sufficiently appreciate the advantages thence
accruing. They were kept from doing so by two impressions
left by the terrible battles which had been fought on their soil.

Every one who has read the history of the period knows
that a large amount of profligacy had prevailed among certain
classes in the latter reigns of the Stuarts. This rampant vice
led naturally to religious infidelity, and the two continued to
act and react on each other. Self-indulgent men were little
inclined to value the truths of spiritual religion, and lent their
ears to plausible systems of belief or unbelief which left them
undisturbed in their worldly enjoyments; while youths who
had broken loose from- the old religious trammels were often
tempted to break tbrough moral restraints likewise, and to
rush into vice, as exhibiting sFirit and courage. The great
cavalier party, composed largely of the upper classes, and of
those who aspired to rise to them, had been all along in the
babit of ridiculing the fervour and strictness of the puritan
movement, which had sprung up chiefly among the midgle and
better portion of the lower classes, and of describing all who
made solemn pretensions to religion as being either knaves or
fools. Many of those who had originally brought the charge
did not believe it in their hearts, as they had been constrained
to respect the (freat and good qualities of their opponents ; but
they succeeded in instilling their sentiments into the minds of
their children, who were taught to regard it as a mark of a
gentleman to swear and to scoff at all religion. From whatever
causes 1t may have proceeded, it is certain that in the first half
of the eighteenth century there is a frequent and loud com-

laint on the part of theologians, both within and beyond the
%stablished Churches, of the rapid increase and wide prevalence
of infidelity, and even of secret or avowed atheism.

The struggles of the seventeenth century had left another
very deep sentiment. The sects had contended so much about
minor points, that now, in the reaction, there was a strong dis-
position, both among the professedly religious and irreligious,
to set little or no value on doctrinal differences, and to turn
away with distaste from all disputes among religious bodies.
The indifference thence ensuing tended, equally with the mis-
taken zeal of the previous age, to prevent the principles of
toleration from being thoroughly carried out. Those who stood
up for what were esteemed small peculiarities were reckoned
pragmatical and obstinate. Their attempts to secure full
liberty of worship and of propagation met with little smypathy,
and were supposed to be fitted to bring back needlessly the
battles and the sufferings of the previous ages.

The two sentiments combined, the desire to have a liberal
or a loose creed, and the aversion to the discussion of lesser
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differences, issued in a resul% ev(;hich it is more to m; t
P to contemplate. It led the t thinkers
aucE as Samuel Cgrke, Berkeley, angdre‘]l?»utler, to spend their
strength, not so much in discussing doctrines disputed among
Christians, as in defending religion in general, and in laying a
deep foundation on which to rest the essential principles of
morality and the eternal truths of religion, natural and revealed
The first age of the eighteenth century, as it was the period
in which the first serious attacks were made on Chrishanity,
80 it was also the time in which were produced the first
modern defences of religion, natural and supernatural. Me
of inferior philosophical breadth, but of eminent literary power,
such as Addison, were also employing their gifts and accom-
plishments, and contributing to what they reckoned the same
good end, by writing apologies in behalf of religion, and labeur-
mgrto make it appear amiable, reasonable, and refined.

hese same causes led preachers of the new school to assume
a sort of apolt:ﬁetic air in their discourses, to cultivate a refined
lan , moulded on the French, and not the old English
model, to avoid all extravagance of statement and appeal, to
decline doctrinal controversy, and to dwell much on truth
such as the immortality of the soul, common to Christianity
and to natural religion, and to enlarge on the lovelines of
the Bible morality. This manner and spirit was highly
pleasing to many in the upper and refined classes ; was accept-
able to those who disliked earnest religion, as it had nothing
in it of “ the offence of the cross;” and was commended by some
who valued religion, as it seemed to present piety in so attrac-
tive a light to their young men, about whom they were®
unxious In these times, and of whom they hoped that they
would thus be led to imbibe its elements, and thereby acqure
a taste for its higher truths. But all this was powerlesson
the great body of the people, who were perfectly prepared to
believe the preacher when he told them that they were sinners,
and that God had provided a Saviour, but felt little interest m
refined apologies in behalf of God and Christ and duty; and
they gradually slipped away firown a religion and a religious wor-
ship which had nothing to interest, because they had nothieg
to move them. All this was offensive in the extreme to thos
who had been taught to value a deeper doctrine and a warmer
piety. They complained that when they needed food they
were presented with flowers; and discontented with the pre-
sent state of things, they were praying for a better era.

To complete the picture of the times, it should be added
that there was little vital piety among the clergy to counteract
the tendency to religious indifference. The appointments %
the livings in England and Ireland lay in the hands of the
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government and the upper classes, who preferred men of refine-
ment and prudence, inclined to political moderation or subser-
viency, to men of spiritual warmth and religious independence.
The Nonconformists themselves felt the somnolent influence
creeping upon them, after the excitement of the battle in which
they had been engaged was over. Their pastors were restrained
in their ministrations, and consequently in their activities, by
laws which were a plain violation of the principles of tolera-
tion, but which, as they did not issue in any overt act of bitter
persecution, were not resented with keenness by the higher
class of Dissenters, who, to tell the truth, after what they had
come through in the previous age, were not much inclined to
provoke anew the enmity from which they had suffered, but
were rather disposed, provided only their individual convictions
were not interfered with, to take advantage of what liberty
they had, to proclaim peace with others, and to embrace the
opportunities thrown open to them in the growing cities and
manufactories, of promoting the temporal interests of them-
selves and their families. In these circumstances, the younger
ministers were often allured (as Butler was) to go over to the
Established Church, and those who remained were infected
with the spirit which prevailed around them, and sought to
appear as e}l)egant and as liberal as the clergy of the church,
who were beginning to steal from them the more genteel por-
tion of the younger members of their flocks. The design of
those who favoured this movement was no doubt to make
religion attractive and respected. The result did not realise
the expectation. The upper classes were certainly not scan-
dalised by a religion which was so inoffensive, but they never
thought of heartily embracing what they knew had no earnest-
ness; and paying only a distant and respectful obeisance to
religion in the general, they gave themselves up to the fashion-
able vices, or at best, practised only the fashionable moralities of
their times. The common peuple, little cared for by the clergy,
and caring nothing for the refined emptiness presented to them
instead of a living religion, went through their daily toils with
diligence, but in most districts, both of town and country,
viewed religion with indifference, and relieved their manual
labour with low indulgences. England is rapidly growing in
wealth and civilisation, and even in industry, mainly from the
intellectual stimulus imparted by moral causes acting in the

revious ages ; but it is fast descending to the most unbeliev-
ing condition to which it has ever been reduced. From this
state of religious apathy it is rouséd, so far as the masses of
the people are concerned, in the next age, and ere the life had
altogether died out, by the trumpet voices of Whitfield and
Wesley. It was in a later age, ang after the earthquake con-
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vulsions of the French Revolution had shaken society to its
foundation, that the upper classes were made to know and feel
that when the salt has lost its savour, it is good for nothing
but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men, and that a
dead religion is of no use either to rich or poor, either for
political ends or for personal comfort.

An analogous, but by no means identical, process begins and
goes on, and is consummated in Scotland about half an age or
an age later in point of time. All throughout the eighteenth
century, Scotland, like England, had been ploughed by reli-
gious contests. But the penetrating observer notices a differ-
ence between the shape taken by the struggle in the two
countries. In England, the war had been a purely internal
one between opposing principles, the prelatic and puritan ;
whereas, in Scotland, the battle had been mainly against an
external foe, that is, an English power, which sought to impose
a prelatic church on the people contrary to their wishes.
Again, in England the contest had been against an ecclesias-
tical power, which sought to crush civil liberty; whereas, in
Scotland, the power of the Church of Scotland had been
exerted in behalf of the people, and against a foreign domina-
tion. This difference in the struggle was followed by a differ-
ence in the state of feeling resulting when the contest was
terminated by the accession of William and Mary.

The great body of the people, at least in the Lowlands,
acquiesced in the Revolution Settlement, and clung round the
Government and the Presbyterian Church as by law established.
But there soon arose antagonisms, which, though they did not
break out into open wars, as in the previous century, did yet
range the country into sections and parties with widely dif-
fering sympathies and aims. In fact, Scotland was quite as
much divided in opinion and sentiment in the eighteenth, as it
ever was in the seventeenth century. In saying so, I do net
refer to the strong prelatic feeling which existed all over the
north-east coast of Scotland, or to the attachment to the house
of Stuart which prevailed in the Highlands—for these, though
they led to the uprisings of 1715 and 1745, were only the baci-
ward beatings of the retreating tide ; but to other and stronger
currents which have been flowing and coming into more or
less violent collision with one another from that day till ours.

At the close of the seventeenth and beginning of the
eighteenth century, the Church of Scotland was composed of
a somewhat heterogeneous mixture of covenanting ministers,
who had lived in the times of persecution ; of prelatic clergy
whose convictions in favour of E?;isoopacy were not sufficiently
deep to induce them to abandon their livings, and to suffer the
annoyances and persecutions to which the more sincere non-
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jurors were exposed ; and of a race of young men zealous for
the Presbyterian establishment, but “only half educated and
superficially accomplished.” The conforming “ curates” were
commonly indifferent to religion of every kind, and it was
ho that they would soon die out, and that the heritors and
elders, with whom the election of pastors lay, would soon fill
the churches with a learned and zealous ministry. But in
1711, the Jacobite government of Queen Anne took the power
of election from the parish authorities, and vested it in the
ancient patrons, being the Crown fag fully one-third of the
livings, and noblemen, gentlemen of landed property, and
town-councils, for the other two-thirds. The effect of this -
new law became visible in the course of years, in the appoint-
ment of persons to the churches who, for good reasons or bad,
were acceptable to the government of the day, or were able to
secure the favour of the private patrons.

Forced upon the people in the first instance, there wés a

ublic feeling ready to gather round this law of patronage.

rom bad motives and from good—like those which we have
traced in England—there was a desire among the upper, and a

rtion of the middle and educated classes, to have a clergy

suited to the new age which had come in. As the result,
there was formed a type of ministers which has continued till
nearly our time in Scotland, called “ new light” by the people,
and designating themselves “ moderates,” as claiming the virtue
of being moderate in all things—though, as Wotherspoon charges
them, they became very immoderate for moderation, when they
rose to be the dominant party. Most of them refrained in their
preaching from uttering a very decided sound on disputed doc-
trinal points; some of them were suspected of Arianism or
Socinianism, which, however, they kept to themselves out of
respect for, or fear of, the Confession of Faith, which they had
sworn ; the more highly educated of them cultivated a refine-
ment and elegance of diction, and dwelt much on the truths
eommon to both natural and revealed religion ; and all of them
were fond of depicting the high morality of the New Testa-
ment, and of recommending the example of Jesus. It is
searcely necessary to remark, that this style of preaching did
not gain, as it did not warm, the hearts of the common people,
who either became callous to all religion, without any zealous
efforts being made to stir them up, or they longed and prayed
for a better state of things. The enforcement of the law of
patronage, and the settlement of ministers against the wishes
of the people, led to the separation of the Krskines and the
Secession Body in 1733, and of Gillespie and the Relief
Body in 1753. In the Established Church there still remained
a number of men of evangelical views and popular sympathies,
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such as Willison and Boston, who hoped that they might stem
and ultimately turn the tide which was for the time agninst
them. The boast of the moderate party is, that they are intro-
ducing into Scotland a greater liberality of sentiment on reli-
gious topics, and a greater refinement of taste. The charge
against them is, that they abandoned the peculiar doctrines of
the gospel, that they could not draw towards them the affections
of the people who, in rural districts, sank into a stupid igno-
rance of religious truth, and in the crowded lanes of the rising
cities, into utter ungodligess and criminality—except, indeed, in
so far as they were drawn out by the rapidly increasing dissenters,
or by the evangelical minority within the Established Church

The collisions of the century took various forms. After the
Union with England, dancing assemblies, theatres, and wander-
ing players (with Allan Ramsay to Eattonize them), dancing on
the tight-rope, cock-fighting, gambling, and horse-racing make
their appearance, and receive considerable countenance and

atronage from various classes, upper and lower ; while inef-
ectual attempts are made to put tr:em down by civil penalties
inflicted by burgher magistrates, and by public ecclesiastical
censures, which the zealous clergy rigidly enforce, but which
the new light clergy are anxious to relax. In the turmoil of
opinions which sprung up in this new state of things, there are
rumours of deism, and even of atheism, being secretly enter-
tained or openly avowed, and of the establishment here aad
there, in town and country, of “ hell-fire clubs,” where bold men
met to discuss new opinions, and even, it is said, to act mock
ceremonies, intended to ridicule the sacraments, and all that is
awful in religion. Worse than all, and without being much
noticed, or meeting with much opposition on the part of the
clergy of either party, there is tge commencement of those
drilﬁzng customs, which have ever since exercised so prejudicial
an influence on the Scottish character.

If we look to the common people in the first quarter of
the century, we find them in a state of great rudeness, at
least in respect of the comforts and elegancies of life. In
the Highlands, they are scarcely removed above the lowest
state of barbarism ; and in the borders between the Highlands
and Lowlands, the Celts are lifting cattle and -exacting black
mail from the Lowlanders. Evep in the more favoured dis-
tricts in the south of Scotland, the ground is unfenced ; roads
are very rare; and goods are carried on the backs of horses
The clothing of the people in the same region is of undyed
black and white plaiding, and neither men nor women have
shoes or stockings. Their ordinary food is oatmeal, pease, or
beer, with kail groats and milk, and they rarely partake of flesh
meat. The houses have only the bare ground as floors, with s
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fireplace in the midst, and the smoke escaping out of a hole in
the roof, and with seats and the very beds of turf ; even in the
dwellings of the farmers there are seldom more than two
apartments—not unfrequently, however, in the south-west of
Scotland, there is in addition a closet, to which the head of the
house would retire at set times for devotion.

Superstitious beliefs are still entertained in all ranks of life,
and are only beginning to disappear among the educated
classes. In the Highlands and Islands, second sight is as firmly
believed by the chieftain as by the clansmen. In the Lowlands,
mysterious diseases, arising from a deranged nervous system,
are ascribed to demoniacal possessions ; and witches, supposed
to have sold themselves to the Evil One, and apcomslishing his
purposes in inflicting direful evils on the persons and properties
of neighbours, are being punished by the magistrates, who are
always incited on by the people, and often by the more zealous
ministers of religion. Toleration is not understood or acknow-
ledged by any of the great parties, political or religious.

What, it may be asked, is there in the condition of this people
fitted to raise any hope that they are ever to occupy a high
place among the nations of the earth? I am sure that a
worldly-minded traveller, or an admirer of mere refinement
and art, in visiting the coyntry at those times, and comparing
it with France or Italy, would have discovered nothing in it to
lead him to think that it was to have a glorious future before
it. But a deeper and more spiritually-minded observer might
have discovered already the seeds of its coming intelligence
and love of freedom, in the schools and colleges planted
throughout tbe land; in the love of education instilled into
the minds of the people ; and, above all, in their acquaintance
with the Bible, and in their determined adherence to what
they believed to be the truth of God.*®

Before the first age of the century has passed, there are
unmistakeable signs of industrial and intellectual activity. The
Union has connected the upper classes with the metropolis

® Mr Buckle is reported to have expressed, in his dying days, his regret
that he could not see moral causes operating in the promotion of civilisation.
Of course intellectual power must always be the immediate agent in producing
civilisation ; but did it never occur to Mr Buckle to ask what stirred up the
intellectual power in a country so unfavourably situated as Scotland? It is
all true that steam power is the main agent in producing manafactures in our
country ; but how eontracted would be the vision of one who could see only the
steam power, and not the intellectual Power which called the steam into ope-
ration. E%uaﬂy narrow is the view of the man who discerns the intellectual
power which effected the peculier civilisation of Scotland, bat cannot discover
the moral power which awoke the intelligence. It should be added, that just
a8 the steam power, invented by intellectual skill, may be-devoted to very
unintellectual uses, so the intelligence aroused by moral or religious causes
* may be turned (as Scotland shews) to very immoral and irreligious énds. ~ -
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and the Court of England, from which they are receiving a new
refinement and some mental stimulus. The middle classes,
and even the lower orders, are receiving instruction from a very
different quarter, from their parochial schools and churches,
from their burgh academies and their universities The towns
are hastening to take advantage of the new channels of trade
and commerce ; manufactures are springing up in various
laces, and already there is a considerable trading intercourse
getween the west of Scotland and America. The proprietors
of the soil, in need of money to support their English life and
to buy luxuries, are beginning to subdivide and enclose their
lands, and to grant better dwellings and leases to their tenantry,
who being thereby placed in circumstances fitted to encou
and reward industz; are prepared to reclaim waste lands, to
manure their grounds, to improve their stock of sheep and cattle,
and introduce improved agricultural implements.

This imperfect sketch may help the reader to comprehend
the circumstances in which the Scottish philosophy sprang up
and grew to maturity, and the part which its expounders acted
in the national history. It could have appeared only in atime
of peace and temporal prosperity, but there had been a prepara-
tion made for it 1n the prior struggles. The stream which had
risen in a higher region, and long pursued its course in rugged-
ness—Ilike the rivers of the country—is now flowing through
more level ground, and raising up plenty on its baiks. It is
a collegiate, and therefore a somewhat isolated element amon,
the agencies which were forming the national character ang
directing the national destiny, but it had its sphere. Through
the students at the universities, it fostered a taste for literature
and art ; it promoted a sFirit of toleration, and softened the
national asperities in religious and other discussions; it is
identified with the liberalism of Scotland, and through Adam
Smith, D. Stewart, Horner, Brougham, Jeffrey, Sydney Smith,
Lord John Russell and Palmerston, with the liberalism
of the three kingdoms; and above all, it has trained the
educated portion of the inhabitants of North Britain to habits
of reflection and of independent thought. The Scottish meta-

hysicians, with the exception of Chalmers, have never identi-

ed themselves very deeply with the more earnest spiritual life
of the country; but they have defended the fundamental truths
of natural religion, and they ever spoke respectfully of the
Bible. The Scottish philosophy, so far as it is a co-ordination
of the facts of consciousness, never can be antagonistic to a
true theology ; I believe indeed it may help to establish some
of the vital truths of religion, by means, for instance, of the
moral faculty, the existence of which has been so resolutely
maintained by the Scottish sghool. Some of the moderate
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clergy did at times preach the Scottish moral philosophy instead
of scriptural truth; but they did so in opposition to the counsel
of the metaphysicians, at least of Hutcheson, who recommended
his students to avoid the discussion of philosophic topics in the
pulpit. Some of those who have been the most influential
expounders of the Scottish theology, such as Chalmers and
Welsh, have also been supporters of the Scottish philosophy,
and have drawn from its established doctrines arguments
favour of evangelical religion.

In order to have a full view of the circumstances in which
the Scottish school arose, we must view it in its relation to the
philosophy of the preceding times. But this must be reserved
for another Article in a future Number.

ART. IL.—The Perfection of Christ's Humanity a Proof of
kis Divinity.*
WHEN the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in the burning
bush, he was commanded to put off his shoes from his feet, for
the place whereon he stood was holy ground. With what
reverence and awe, then, should we approach the contempla-
tion of the great reality—God manifest in the flesh—of which
the vision of Moses was but a significant type and shadow ?
The life and character of Jesus Christ 1s truly the holy of
holies in the history of the world. Eighteen hundred years
have passed away since he appeared in the fulness of time on
this earth to redeem a fallen race from sin and death, aud to
open a never ceasing fouuntain of righteousness and life. The
ages before him anxiously awaited his coming as the desire of
all nations; the ages after him proclaim his glory, and ever
extend his dominion. The noblest and best of men under
every clime hold him not only in the purest affection, and the
gofoundest gratitude, but in divine adoration and worship.
is name i8 above every name that may be named in heaven
or on earth, and the only one whereby the sinner can be saved.
He 1s Immanuel, God with us ; the eternal Word become flesh,
very God and very man in one undivided person, the Author
of the new creation, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, the
Prophet, Priest, and King of regenerate humanity, the Saviour

* The following article has been transmitted to us by the Rev. Dr Schaff,
Professor of Divinity at Mercersburg, Pennsylvania, U.S., well known in this
country as the author of an excellent * History of the Apostolic Church.” The
scbstance of it having been originally delivered as an address, the author occa-
sionally speaks in the first person, but so seldom that we have not deemed it
pecessary to alter the phraseology. The value of such a paper at the present
time, its substantial merits, and the admirable sgle in which the argument is
handled, cannot fail to strike our readers.—Ep. B. & F. E. R.



