the canse’everywhere, earnestly and persever-
fogly.

2. Lt there bo a commlsslon appefotnd, of
the wisest and best men in the Church, of min-
Isters and elders, from town and country, from
the Enst and West. Let this colamission take
evidence, first as to what Is the actual stipend
pald our munisters, and secondly, as to what
Is donein other countriesand Churches. Then
let 1t commend to the Church a full and com-
prehensive plan, fitted to ralse the averago sti-
pend, to encourage the formation of pastoral
relations, and the ralsing of mission stations
into churches.

T do not believe that at this present time,
miulsters enjoying large stipends themseles
have fully realized thecondition of their poor-
er brethren, some of whom are not inferior to
them In abilities, character, and plety. I am

|sure the wealthy congregations are entirely

igzorant of the strugges which congregations

less favorably situated havo to make, Dut

when an Impartial commission brings out its

good report, with lis startling revelatlons as

1o the privations of ministers, the Church will

| | e roused, and contributions will flow into tha
| WIIAT SHOULD NOW BE DONE WITH | pypg.

| SUSTENTATION, . Iknow that T have no welght in the Church,

By Rev. James McCosk, D.D. ' and that I have no claim to have weight. All

1 have done with controversy. I am not to that Task is that suggestions be judged on
Inquire who aro to blame, or whether any one their awn merits, and not be rejected bocaura
is to blame, for the present state of the'Fund, they have como from me.
Yam In this, my last appeal, to restate briefly -
the grand ends contemplated by the Sustenta-
tion Scheme, and then Inquire what should
now he done. The Fund is meant to meet
several very clamant evils. .

I. Xts grand alm Is to providea decent matn.!
tenance for the Gospel ministry. Ttwas shown
by the statistics gathered by the committee of
the General Assembly in 1§70, that the nverage
stipend of the ministers of the Presbyterlan
Church was somewhere between $000 and
$700, certalnly under $700. This has Leen
declared, by all who have considered ‘the
sub,ect, to be a disgracetul state of things
in a country like this. It has Improved,
T believe, since 1871, owing in part to the
discussion of the subject, and the appeals of
the Sustentation Committee. Still it is very
far from being what it ought to be, The com-
mand is *Let him that is taught in_the word
commuulcate unto him that teacheth fn all
godd things.” (Gal.v1.6.) Wegive tothama-

! jority of our miaisters, who have had to spend
ten years of severe study in preparation for

1lhelr work, less than we give a common elerk

toraskilled workman, How humiliating the
position of a married man, who has to pro-
vide for and educate «. family on such a sum.
Nor fs this the worst effect. The minister who
has such a welght upon him, has not.the ln!\u»‘
encowhich he ought to have in the district. I
can testily from my college expejiunce, that no
temptatlod allures so many pious youn: men
from the minlstry a3 this.

The history of all churches shows that this
state of things cannot be remedied by lesving
every congregation to pay its cwn misister.
Tieu every congregation be required td show
|that it is dolng Its duty as a conditon of help,
but when it is 50 doing let it bo aia=d accord-
ing to the Scriptural principle that whcn one
member suffers “all the other memlerss suffer
withit.” Acknowlelging thls, a great mauy
of the voluntary churches {n the Old World
and in the New have set up, and are seriously
proposing to sct up, some sort of, general Sus-
tentation Fund, The aim of our Church bas
been to make the minmmum stipend $1000 &
year, and as soon as possible $1200.

« IL Every one feels that in our Church there
ave far too few fixed pastorates in proportion
4o the number of congregations. It may be
cately sald that 'more than one-half of our
‘congregations are without fixed pastors. A

Fund, wisély reg: d, helps to
reduce this evil by inducing and enabling con-
gregations to call a pastor.

. IIL There is o great need of some plan of
inducing zealous Christians to ral-e new con-
gregations in destitnte districts, Loth of town
and ‘vountry, There are always and every
where good men and women willlng to lead in |
this work. How often has a Sablath-school
lssued in & congregation ? Then it is extremo-|
i1y destrable to hava our mission stations rais- |
jod to the status of churches as speedily as|
sasible, This can be done most effectively by |
g::amg a fand to assist them In providing for |

é pastors called by them, Ty this means

the funds of the Heme Mission will bereliev-
&4, and it will be enabled to start new stations,
pich will be more easily ralsed when there is

pe of the people having a pastor withla a

or two.. The Home Misslon and Susten-

R0 50 far from tnjuring will powertully aid
hiother, This, 100, is the practical way of !
g new churches in our large cities. Let|
1 congregation or a few zealous men and '
n start a misslon station, let them eus-
‘as best they ean till a nucleus of a con-
4n 1s gathered ; and then let them put
or the Sustentation Scheme. This will
tound to be tho expedieat way of ex-
the Church in the far West; it s the
ch the Methodists have taken—asa
j§ Mothodist explained to m>—and which
‘ 5o successful. Begin with a Sab-
hool, go on toa missicn station, and
“%;peedﬂy as possible {0 a fixed pastor-|
Zopé that the Church will not lose|
these grand ends. Weall know that
o fentious, no doubt- h
pwedly wished to make this scheme a
¥ fut t1% Church has stood by it in suo-
mblies, and certainly did not mean
t at'the last Assembly. I eannot
ithas so little spintto allow what
5’ sanctioned deliberately to be de-'

g 15, asked; do you propose? To
gt st that thero are hundreds ot
than I'am to recommend a



