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SECURE THIS PREMIUM)

For the largest number of subscribers obtained
for the Farmer, at,$1,25 each, previous to the first
of next month, we will give the choice between a
Colby’s Clothes-Wringer, price $3,50, or ome of
8mith’s Corn-Huskers, both of which took the first
prige at the last State Fair. Let the friends of
home enterprize degin now to increase oar list,
and keep the ball rolling There is o good rea
son why the circulation of the Farmer may not be
doubled or quadrupled.

The Wheat Plant and its Improvement.
Extract from an address delivered by R. F. Johnstone,
corresponding editor of the Michigan Farmer, before
the Ingham Oounty Agricultural Bociety at its annu.
al exhibition in 18614
A very Inrge proportion of the surface of
Ingham county is sull covered with aborigin-
al forest, and as yet time has not been given
to the farmers to render its lands fully pro
ductive. Like the range of counties which
lie within the same paraliels of latitade, it has
to suffer in some degree from the vieissitudes
of climate, the extremes of temperature being
- wvery great. These difficalties, therefore, con-
nected with the rough condition of the land
and the uncertainty of the seasons, are such
as to confine the agriculture of this region of]
country within certain limits, and to give the
precedence to certain crops. These crops are
principally cattle and wheat. Comparative-
ly but few sheep are to be found, for the ran-
ges on whioh they could be grown with prof
it are not yet clearcd, aid the produce of the
dairy is necessary as well ¢s the work of ox-
en, the ome to and in the support of the fami
ly, and the other in the cleaying of the land
Necessity, it will be seen, thercfore, dictateg
in a great degree what shounid be the course
the settler must pureue, and in what direc
tisu the efforts of the farmer should be made.
Here, where the purest and beaviest wheat
may be grown, and where much of the land
a8 well as the climate requires that grein
should form a largg, pert of the rotativn that
may be adopted, it is important to under-
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stand how these crops may be best aod most
economically produced.

‘Wheat is a marketable crop, and returns
to tho farmer directly money for the labor
expended upon its production. Bat grase
and other crops are not ordioarily marketable;
they are only the raw material from which it
is a part of the businees of the farmer to man-
ufacture prodacts (hat are marketable These
products are ordinarily either butter, cheese,

 beef, pork, mutton, or wool.

Our Michigau wheat, is a main staple, how-
ever, that deserves attention, and it may pot
be improper bere Lo say somnething reiative to
its intrinsic value in the great graio market
of the world. The white wkeat of Michigan
is ordinarily sought after by purchasers, be
cause it serves to increase the value of the
flour made  from all other kinds of
wheat. Our soils grow the several varieties
of the white wheat in great perfection, whilst
our olimate tends to produce it in a very dry
condition. During the present year the wheat
of Michigan i8 not only a full crop with re
gard to quantity, but also in quality we learn
it is much superior to the wheat of the States
immediately surrounding Yer. 'The crop is
therefore sought after by purchasers with
avidity, for both home and forcign markets.
In ordinary seasons, white Virginia and white
Kentucky wheats rank a grade above Miohi-
gan from their great drynvee; this season
however, niost of the Michigan wheat . equals
these varieties in this respbct, while the con-
dition of those States renders their erops un-
available for a supply. With a fuir prospect
for a foreign demand greater even than that
of last year, it wil. not be uareason-ble to ex-
pect that prices will rule so as to afford grow-
ers a fair remuneration duriog the wiuter and
spring. :

Wheat being & staple crop on which the
farmer depends for mouney returas, it is impor-
tant that he should employ the utmost ekill
and care not only to secure the crop, as it is
crdinarily grown, but also to increase thy
quantity per acre, and improve the quality
from year to yoar. The cfforts of the most sci
entific agriculturists iave been turned in this
direction for a loug gerivs of years in Great
Britam, and the result is shown in the aver-
age increase of the productlon of this valua-
ble grain per acre. Within the last Bfty years
the average produc-ion per acre in that king-
dom has increased fully ten bushels. When
wo inqujre a8 to what Las produced this re-
warkable result, we find that several canses

have been combined, which may be enume-
rated in the following order:

First. Thorough drainage, which is the
foundation of the whule system of modern
improved agriculture,

Second. Rutations of crors, based upon
principles that are in accordance with the ad-
vanced state of the scientific knowledge of
plante and animals and its application to eg-
riculture.

“Third. Deeper tilluge, which drainage per-
mits.

Fowrth, The application of manures at the
right time and seuson to aid the development
and growth of the plant.

Fifth The constant and steady selection of
good seed, and improved varieries of stock.

Sir h. The {nvention an‘i use of new imple-
ments and labor saving machiocs.

The general adoption of a practice based
upon these principles in Grea: Britain has
uot only raised the production of wheat from
an average of less than twenty busbels per
icre to thirty bushels, but it has aléo ena-
bled the furmers of that kingdom t0 sell thiree
pouuds of beef and matton whero in former
years they sold but one. The meximum pro-
duce of wieat bus reached over eixty bushels
per acre. Ind:ed we mny here state that at
the State fair lately held in Detroir, there was
¢xbibited a sample of white wheat, which had
produced the present year at the rate of near-
Iy fifty bushels per acre, and which weighed
sixty-seven pounds to the bushol. This re-
sult was of course owing to a very carefal
preparation of the soil, und the eelection of

Of the benefits of drainage in the ameliora-
tion of land, I neced hardly speak here, except
t0 say that wherever it has bcen carried on
to any extent in this- state, on lunds which
peeded sach improvement, it has invariably
repaid the iuvestment, principal and interest,
within from three to five ycars; at luast such
are the conclusions arrived at by reliable men
who bave tried the results of drainage to their
satisfaction. In this section of the State how-
ever, the app ication of capital aod labor is
ncoessatily applied more to the improvement
of the surface, than to the subsoil; yet even
here the wroug direction of labor may be the
means of preveuting a return for the capital ov
labor laid out. We have always contended
that it is better to have five acres from which
thirty bushels of wheat may be reasonably ex-
pected with certaioty, than to have ten acres
from which but twenty bushels per acre can
be looked for, and that but a coutingency

.
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POMOLOGICAL GOSSIP.

IneraM's HaRDY ProLIFIO MUsOAT GRAPE
—We have already noticed this new grape.
It has recently been again exhibited before
the Royal Horticultural Society, competing
for a £5 priza for the hest scedling grape of
this year, and reoeiving the reward ng such; it
also received a first cluss certificate of merit,
Mr. Standish, who has the entire stock and
who has exhibited the fruit, states that he has
fruited Prolific Muecat both in pots and
planted out, and can thereforo tpaik with
certainty to its greut productiveness and har-
diness. It produces hard, short jointed wood,
* with thick, robust folinge, & pr:perty which
adds to its value. Most of the Musca's hav-
ing tender foliage are upt to becowe scorched
under & biight sun. ‘I'be bunches are some
what long, tapering, and well shouldered. Tae
berries set vcry freely, even ander the disad
vantage of a low damp atmosphere; the ber-
ries are wedium siz:d, ovul-shaped, of an io-
tenscly black color, and well covered with
bloom, peesessing u rich vinous flavor, with a
slight dash of musky aroma; the variety has
been pr d by competent judges to be a
most delicious as well as very useful grape.
It was raised from a black seedling, impreg
nated with tho Muscat of Alcxaudria.

Tae SALwAY PEACH.~This new variety,
which has ‘attracted considerable attention
among Buglish cultivators, has just fiui'ed in
the gurden of Mr. H I. Hunnewell, of West
Needham, and Mr. Harris, the gardener, ex
hibited very fine specimens at the anoual
show of the Massachusotts Horticultural So-
ciety 1ast month  The specimens measured
eleven inches in ci renmference, were very
beautiful and of cxcollent quality They were
growu in pots. By the kindness of Mc, Har.
ria we roceived one of the specimens, whizh
enabled us 10 test its quality, nod we can re
commend 1t a3 a large, showy and most excel-
lent peach, particulurly adapted to orchard-
house gulture, where very large fruits are do.
sirable. :

FINE OROHARD-HOUSE PEARS.—Mr. Cham.
berlin, gardener with Goveror Lawrenco at
Newport, R. L, exhibited several very large
specimens of Ceurre Clairgeau Duchess and
other pears at the Fair of ¢he Rhode Island
Society for the encouragement of Agrical.
tare and Horticaltare, held in Provideuce, on
the 11th of Soptember. Mr. Chamberlin has
been highly successful in the mauvagement of
hig trees, and he has promised us an acoount
of his new node of growiug pears and other
fruits in baskets in orchard-houses.

VERY FINE MUSCAT oF ALEXANDRIA
GRaPEs —The most remarknble s)ecimeus of

this grape we have ever seen recorded weore.

exhibited befora the Pennsylvania Hurticaltu.
ral Society, Aug, 20. They were from Mr.
Matheson, gardener to F. C. Yuraell, and tle
bunch weighed nine pounds and a quarter,~
The berries were very largs aod uniform io
sige, and of excellent flavor. This bunch was
ouly one out of nine on the same vine, the ag-

gregate weight of whioh was upwards of fif
ty pounds. Mr. Matheson was awarded tue
special premiun of five do'lars for his sape-
rior grapes.—[ Hovey's Magazine of Horticul
ture

Fumer Contribntors.

Noted People of the Bible.
BY BLOW JANIE.—NUMBER FIFTY FCUR.

EBEDMELECH,

Jerasalem was doomed 3 the decree had
gone forth that she must full, and her citigens
expiate their treason against God, by seventy
years’ cuptivity in Babylon. But still they
held out against the beseigers, in hopes of re
ceiving help from Ezypt Jeremiah wax fcr
bidden to speak in the name of the Lord, lest
it might discourage the people from fighting.
But little did bLe rogard the word of man,
when he had the commard of God. He bad
been beaten, and put in the stocks, yot still
be told the truth. 8o the nobles came to the
king and insicted on his death. Tho weak
minded and perplexed king yielded, but at the
samo time protested that it was their deed,
not his. )

Purtly bacause they wero afraid to put him
to death publicly, and partly through cruet
ty, they threw him alive into the dungeon.—
In the prisonsand in private houses too, there
were cigterns thirty or forty fect deep, As
they had no water lime they were generally
made of tough clay. When the water wa-
used out of these, there was deep mud lefe in
the bottom Into one of theso the prophet
was let down, and he sank into the mire,
Here be could not live very long. Baut an
Ethivpian slavo in the king’s household hip-
pened to hear of it, and resolved to mauke an
effort to save his life. 1heking happenod at
the time to be holding a council in the gate
of B.rjamin. To go there and speak io fa
vor of Jeremiab, among the very men who
had put bim in the dungeon, would be a per-
ilous matter, and yet to wait till the king

would retarn, might endanger the prophet’s
life.

Poor E edmelech considering the proph.
et’s life more important than his own, weot
directly to the king. He representod to his
master that all that bad been inflicted on Jer-
emiah from the first was unjust, and that he
was now in a miserable cordition, for he was
hke to die of hunger even before he was let
down into the dungeon. The icfluence of a
black chamberiin could haye but little weight
with, the king, yet as he had acted before in
opposition to his own conscience, it served to
tura the scalo. He gave him permission to
rake Jeremiah up, ani gave him a guard of
thirty soldiors to secure the doiug of it.

With a thoughtfal regard to personal com
fort, which has always charasterizad his un.
fortunate race, and which has made them pre-
ferred as body servants by the luxurious, he
was careful to provide Jeremiah with a bzn-
dle of rotten rags to bave under his arm-pits,
while they drew bim up slowly and tenderly
out of the.desp pit.

By what strunge providence it occurred
that this poor fellow was cairied from -his
bome in Southern Africa, and thrown into the
king’s houseboid in Judes, we are not told.—
Neithor do we know how it came that he
hoard Jeremish and believed the word of
God, while others despised it We do not
even koow his name, for Ebedmelech which
Jeremiah calls him, significs a king’s servant,
and is a Hebrow word, but his name, of course,
would be Ethiopic. But we do know that he
stowed mercy to a prophet, and would re-
ceive a propbet’s reward. Jeremiah was aa
thorized to tell him, that the men who hated
bim for rescuing the prophet would never get
their bands on him, and wherever his lot
might be cast, in these troublesome times,
his life would be spared. His case reminds
us of what our saviour said long after, “May
shall come from tho east and the west und sit
down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in
the kingdom of heaven; but the children of
tho kingdom shall be cast out.” )

Letter from ‘‘Sasle.~A ' Pio Nic.

DEeAR FaRMER :~There! 1s there any im.
propriety in oalling one’s friends dear? if 80,
pleaso excuse my ignorance; bat heing alone
10 night and in tzlkivg bumor, I roalls must
talk to some ome, and if the Farmer does
not, like some people, forget an old friend
because dressed up, I hope te get some.
what acqoainted with our mew proprietor.—
I said I was alone to night, but not exactly
lonely, for my thoughts bave been very busy.
[ hava been living my childhood over again,
I bave been thinkiug of my childhood?s home,
with all its dear sassociations. How freshly
memory brings back to my mind every loved
spot which my infancy knew ] —the old house"
at home, with ite little back porch ¢overed with -
clambering vioes. (Hop vines, some may say.)
Well, is it any body’s business what another’s
businesss is ? and who will tell me that hops
are not beautiful ? I thiok they are far more
beautifal than fops, besides being more use.
fal, ulthough they would rhyme very well to-
gether. But as I said, they ware very dear to
ne,

I wonder if there are any roaders of the.
Farmer, who, like me, cap look back to homes
they have left long years ago—wonder if the
old cherry trees stand unbarmed and beauti-
fal a3 when they last tasted their lucious
fralt? Oh! if my feet could press that
threshold to night, no matter how thick the
durkness which surrounded me, how easily
could I pick out euch dear familiar spot at
the hearthstone around which we gatherod, an
unbroken band, ere Death, with its
icy hand, bad sought out our Loved.—
How distinctly I remember, to-night, that
darling, blue-eyed sister, who came into our
midst like an angel of light upon an errand
of mercy. Hor birdike voice was heard
all the day, falling sweetly upon hearts growa
cold and hard by fighting the stern battles of
life; and it awoke new echoes, and wa'ered
the parched and thirsty soil of the heart, and
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