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Farewell to the ‘“a%s,

¥~ When a person receives the Farmer, hereafter,
the bare receipt of it will be evidence that the rec pient.
or some other person, has pafd for it, or else that we in-
tend to make a gift of it

This will enable us to do justly by all, and save all 111-
foolings arising from mistakes and misunderstandings,
_which ara exceedingly annoying to both parties. To
toll and furnish a porson with a weekly paper for weeks
and months, supposing that a little stringency in money
matters delays payment, and then be cursed for not
stopping it when the time was up, {8 8 felicity which
we purpose to deny ourself. Prohblby there is no per-
son who really wants the Farmer who cannot pay one
dollar in advauce for eight months; {/there iz, to all
such, we will sond the Farmer at the rate of $1,50 a
year, or one shilling per month, for any sum as large as
25 cts. Surely there will now be no food reason for ask-
ing credit, for even if only two shillings are malled to
us at & time, requiring six letters per Jeu. the cost will
still bo about 25 cts. less than the ol é)rlco of 82 per
year. Away, then, with the credit and dunning nui-
sance, henceforth and (we venture to say) ForEvse!
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Sorghum Convention—Preliminary Meet-
ing Suggested.

The question of holding a Convention in

| this state for the purpose of advincing the

cane -growing and sirup-manufactring interest
is already attracting public attention, and
rapidly ussuming a degrea of importance
that argaes well for i.8 complete success.—

The Press in wany joarts of the State bavs|

secorded the motion of our correspondent
Mr. TookEr. The Monroe Commercial sen-
sibly remarks s

« In view of the increased culture of this
erop, and its importance and profitablene:s,
we should thiuk the idea a good one The
Farmer thinks preminms for best samples of
sugar end sirup shoull be uffered. A similar
convention is to be t-eld ia Columbus, Ohio,
in January next. Inthe early part of the
preseut year a Comventiop of cane growers
was held i Illinois, wiere the growth of cane
and the manufucture ol sugar and sirup bas
been largely stimulated. At the present
tims, when foreign made gugar and sirap is
vory high, an 1 likcly £) go still higher. the
importunce, and wo might aimost ray the ab
soluie necessity of increaged attention to the

438 | grow th of sorghum mu.t be apparent to ev-

ery one. As the crop needs nothing more
than geod cora cullure, it growth is not dif-
ficult or uncertain.’

The Jackson Patriot suggests Jackson ‘ns
the most contral aud accessible point for
bolding the Convention.” It is central and
acoassible to ut loast the central and southern
counties, and from the nature of the Chiness
Cane, requiring the climate of the warmest
portion of the stute, it is probable that the
mejority of those most inturesied in the sub
ject would be well accornmodated at Juckson,
whicb is the point also suggested by the orig
inator of tl.e movement.

As to the timo, wo would suggest about tho
mi (dle of the last week in Fcbruary, so that
uotice may be generally crculated. We
would aiso suggest tht premiums be offered

for the best Caie Crushing mwil's, Evapora-

tors, Sacharomete.s, etc., as weil a3 for best
samples of sugar and sirup, 8o that all may
become familiar with the best implements.—
Bat all this should be settled b, & prelimina-
ry weeting, und we suggest that one be called
at Juckson as soon as practicable. Let those
interested in -hat vicinity call it

Sirap munufacture promises to speedily be-
couie an important item of Michi:on 1roduce,
¢nd a properly managed Couvention will
doubtless have a muterial bearing upon the
value of tho coming year's crop. Therefore
let every step in the mutier be well and thor-
oughly teken, und in good season.

Prospeets of the Farmer

ofany anxious friends of the Farmer have some fears
that we shall suffer, at least for a time, by adopting the
prompt paying system. We thank them for their kind-
ly solicitude, n.nd would re-assure them by stating that
quite a large number of those who were hitherto in are
rears, have within a few wecks past not only paid up all
arrearages but for a year in advance also.

‘We have a goodly pile of letters approving our course,
both in this and other respects, and the prospects of the
Michigan Farmer are now indeed most cheering. We
feel that we are In no small degree indebted to the dis-
interested generosity of the Members of the Pross of,
Michigan, the notices of many of whom we have copled;
and we would call especial attention to those in this
number.

The following from Mr. J. M. HoLpEN, of Brighton, Is
a specimen of letters we are now roceiviug by almost
every mail: .

“{ am much pleased with the improvement of the
Farmer since it changed hands,—like its present form
much better for binding; and as as it will be kopt by
many subscribers as a ?:per for reference, I would sug-
gest that you add a table of contents to each nnmher,?c
will save much time and trouble, if we wish to refer to
any Ip!rtlcuhr urticle ur subject. N

41 will do all I can for you in the way of increasiag
the circulation of the Farmner, belleving it will not on-
ty t:e tfm your fnterest, but the interest of every agricul-
turis

I have always endeavored to impress upon the minds
of furmers that we ought to sustain our own paper, even
1f it were not as ably edited assome others, (which is
not the case.) 1f we sustain it as we can and ought, the
finprovement lics in our own hands, rather than in the
editor's, for no man can publish an able paper with a
nigandly support: and I would wish to place you pe-
cuniarily above the necess'ty of advertising quack wned-
iclnes, or the temptation to publish anything from prod-
uce speculators detrimontal to tho interest of the farm-
gr. jn shor ll believe the znrmen me.lcblg:n may

ave just as able er as they are wllling to su; rt.
If we do not it ls%tlx):l:»wn l‘tnlt.y N ppo

“[ hopa you will adhere strictly to the terms pay in
advanes, for any person who has not interest anougg to
thus pay ought to be deprived of its benefit.”

‘We shall give you a table of contents hereafter; we
have kept casting out Quack Medicine advertisements
as fast as the contracts expired. rod refused new ones;
will xEVER be 8 cat's-paw of spaculators; and shall most
strictly adhere to the advance system. Many thanks to
Mr. HoLpEX for the friendliness he manifests.

Let this Answer All.

‘W are asked if such and such persons can have the
Farmer for ter shillings. NO—except in clubs at club
terms. All shall be used alike, 8o don't try to Jew us
down twenty five cents when we noed e very cent to get
up 8 good paper for,you

Those who solicit and obtain NEW subscribers for us
are authorized to 1otain 25 cents for their time and
trouble in presenting {tsclaims; but what old patron
will expuet us to Aire somebody to solieit his lugnrip-
tlon, when he can just as well send it right along him-
selft We reitetrate that we do not want subscribers
who are not willing to pay a remunerative price for the
Farmer. If we would twist into all shapes on thts
point thero would soon hate to be snother change ¢n

proprietors!
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Noted People of the Bible. -
BY SLOW JAMIR —KUMBER SIXTY ONE,
JOHN THE BAPTIST.. L

The old tcetament oloses with a promiee
that the prephes Elijah should returon, and
the rew testameunnt opexns with an account of
him. Yet it is remarkable that when the
Sanhedrim or grand council at Jerusalem
sent a deputation to inquire if he was Elijah
the proplet, he said, in plain terms, that he
was not. But the secret was that the Jews
expected Elias to come down [rom heaven,
whoreas the prophesy of Malachi only meam
that a prophet of Llijah’s genius and spirit
would rise up, and like him be a faithful re
prover. Now if John the Baptist had an.
swered, yes, although he would béave said the
“trath, he would have deceived the people; for

they would have thought him the identical
prophet who had reproved Abnb nine hund
red yeara before,

John the Baptist was born and raised in
Hebron, a town in tke hill country of Judea,
in such a retired locality that ho is said to
lrave lived in the wilderuess. His moiher, as
we learn from one incident in her life, was a
very modest woman, and the son inberited
ber diffidence. This kept him withdrawn
from public votice, till, at the age of thirty,
be was called to preuch the kiogdom of God.

" Everything contributed to muko his minis-
try noticed. His descont from the house of
Karop, the well known piety of his Tuther and
mother, the peculiar circumstances of his
birth, which_old folks wou!d remember and
tell their children, the plain fuod sud coarse
elothing which he used, and the €lequence of
bis preachirg, all would please the common
people and secure attention to his words. Be-
sidcs it was nov long before this, that Judea
had been turned into a Roman province, and
as Jacob had prophesied that the scept-r

ehculd not depart from Judah till Shiloh

should come, all men were in vxpectation of

the Messiab.

The burden of his preaching was, that they
must repent.  Alihough he proached n the
country among plsin aud simple farmers and
sl.ephberds, yet they needed to reform, too.

. Jerusalem lies south of Llebron sbout fif
teeu miles, and Bethabara on (he Jordan
better than twenty miles sou:h-east of Jeru
salem. Thither Jobn went preaching, prob-
-ably halting at every village on the way. At
the river Jordan be was attended by great
orowds, not mercly from the neighborbood,
but from a great distance, 88 far fouth as Je-
rusalem, aud as far nortk as Betlsuida,sixty
miles up the river. Audrew aud Poior were
of this village. How long be had been en-
gaged iu his uctive migistry wheu Jésus cumo
from Nuzarcth, a distance of fitty miles, to be
baptized by him, I do uot kuow; but iti,
generally cupposed to be sbout rix months

The Baptist bore public testimony thut
this was the promiscd Messiah. He poiuted
him out to his disciplcs, saying, “Beuoid the

Lamb of God which taketh away tho in of
thé world.” To was in this way that ho was
the greatest 1rophet that evor rose. Other
prophets describe] kim at a_distance, but
John pomted with lns ﬁnger and said, ‘Tlmt
is the man”

Nevertheless, a8 ho died ‘before Christ’s
work was perfected, the least child in the
New Testament dispensation bhas a moro ac-
curate knowledge of Obhrist’s sufferings, and
of the glory which followed, than F:e. Great
as he was, nnd strorg as his faith had been.
yet when imprisoned by Herod, it began to
waver, and he sent messengers to Jesus, in-
quiring whether he was the expected Mossi-
ah, or whether they shoald lock for another.

Herod, the tetrarch, sn of the Herod who
had dlaaghtered the children of Bethlehem,
in hopes of destroying the child Jesus, had
waited on his preaching. and reformed in ma -
oy respocts.  But ho had divorced bis wife
10 marry Herodias, ‘his brothérs wifu. She
was hig néico, as wejl as his sister in-'aw. for
sho was a grand daughter of Herod, the kirg
When John reproved Herod for his sin in
this matter, Horodiis wanted to kill him, bat

{ Herod wad ufreid to o -that, and only im-

prisoned hin. Soon after he was induced to
cut off his head, which was carried on a wxit
er to:this bloud-thirsty wonmran, whno i3 said te
bave stuck a needle through his tongue.

‘If Johu’s faita for x moment wavered when
he lay- in prison, 1t soon trdumpl d.  This:lost
tayings, recorded in John 3; 27—36, irdi are
a.8pirit v joicing in kopn of the glory of God.-
Bvery-ward breathes poetry, and smails of
heavon. - When the exccutioner eame to be
head Iim it was gimply knocki' g the gate off
its hinges, that the spirit, (1éed ut oncefrom the
prigon of the flush, arid +he castle «f Mucher-
us, might epeed uw-.y to the regions of biiss.
A gale from Puaradie> had elready filled his
soul with juy, uud he basteved to enjoy its
l'runs‘

" H rod sometimo ufccrwaids incurred the
displeasure ot t7e¢ Rumuns, and wus banished
to S ain, where be and Herodias vied. e
Herod who killed Jammes and imprisoned Po-
ter was a nephew ot al.

For the Michigan Farmer,
Sueh is Man,
- BY C. B. HuWELL.

The murderer, when be is uttempting to es-
cape from ihe cfficeis of the law, aflor loavieg
hig victim in death’s gore, looks upon tiose
in pursuit with alt the fear, aud bittor hate
that bis dark wind possesses, ard would
spurn them froom bim, if they cewe vear to
perferm their duties as ugents of justic, —
But wircu that muiderer is caught, und is led
ou hisg way to the dungeon, wid the mob
presses in their fary urou.d, and wo;hl fuin
iutlict sumuwary puuishme:.t upon the oune
whosa bands are imbrued iu the blood of bis
Lrothicr maa, thal murdoles clings for protece
tion 1o thuse «flicers who have him in churge,
and whom be buat an hoar ago spucued wi b
a folou’s hate aud foar.

Tue misor! _vJ u.diliona.re lovks wita pompous

dignity upon those hereath him in wealth and
position, and drives from his daor the deserv-
‘ers of charity. Bat that mauw’s rihes take.-
flight, ill health shatgers “his: guoe. stromy |
 frame .and he is brought tokmew the suffar- .
mgs of poverty and sickness. But his pomp-
‘ousness is gono';” his bard heart” 18’ softened,
and ho looks with envy upon those he once
despised. [le gmzes beseechingly on those
whoss cry for “bread” once foll msensibly
upon his ears.

Thus is maa the creatarv of clrcnmsunm
The tide of f.rtune favors ove and wealth
flows in upon bim. Iis equally promising,
ussociates meet with disaste: and dissppoipt-
ment. One fiads hia way to the high hill of.
earthly opulenee ; tho other, when once on
hiz way, perhaps sinks lower and lower, Q]ll
equalhd poverty meets him in his path.

‘Brothers start out i lifo eqaally favored.
They comparo notes when the frosts of age
sit on their foreheads Oue is known fur and
near.  Weal:h and fame aro his to repletion.-
The other is hut ono stop above boggary,
and &tlll e ‘rus his daily bread by the sweat
of his aged brow.

O! Circumstance—what grief ye bring to
some, and what essenc: of wo to otbors—-
Ye wakes!. the strong mnun - bow, aad the wenk
one to grow strong aud rejoice.

Ponti .¢, Dee. 1861,

)

—~——.

. Tile Dralning. B
Me Epirisr —Never huviog written any<’

thing for your paper, I have a short article
on Tile D.uining. T thought I woald. give
you .y experict.co, and -its results, for the
benefit of others,"il"sua think it wirthy of an
ingertion in your valuable sheet. [Jas: the
kind cf articles wo waut, Mr. Huep ] :

' I have a emall fiel'l of 3 acres and 8 100 that
I commenced my tiling apon. In 1860 it:
was. planted ‘to corn iu the ususl manuner, and
I got about fifty bushels to the acre of gaod-
and poor—and. ubopt 1.4 was poor. Last.
spring L thought I would tile it, for parts
of it was very wet—:o wet that corn would
not grov wel . It was not wet with whay
w uld be called a swale, but with water ooz-

ing out of tho common'y callod a.md knolla

1 of which vhero were twy. v

1 put 45 ro.'s of the two aod ‘three inch
tile in it, and on the high ground I puta
coating of manure. ‘The depth of the tilo
wis from 2 to 3} feet; therile wes runaround
under thase hills, with & main drain for an
outlot ; the result was that I got off the
piece this yenr 327 bushe's of oars of corn,
(~i h very lit le puor corn) er about 107
buskels to'the ucre ; 8o thut™I feel pretty
well paid for my trouble and the expense
of the first érop. :

Now, brothor farmers that have not tied
tiling. dou’t bo afrard to begin ; dou’t let the'
trouble und expeuse scare you ; ‘put it in and’
you will be paid in u teu fuld ratio: Muke &
beghming,yéu will never rogret it. - The
kind'of curn was uxe largo, )L"UW Indl.ma
dent. - ' o ’

N N

G.k HUED.

BRI
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