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Thanksgiving and Its Sig

nificance.

GREAT HOME FESTIVAL HAD ITS

ORIGIN IN NEW ENGLAND.

Thanksgiving Day this year will

be observed on Thursday, Novem-

ber 26.

Thanksgiving Day was origin-

ally an American festival, but is

now also a Canadian festival,

where it was observed this year

on Monday, November 9. This

day has been observed for two

hundred and eighty-seven years in

the United States, having been in-

stituted in the year 1621. In Mr.

J. A. Goodwin's "The Pilgrim

Republic" is contained a very in-

teresting and concise account of

the origin of the festival : "The

Pilgrims at Plymouth, Mass . , fond

as they were of social enjoyment,

had since landing known no day

of rest except the sacred day of

worship. Now (in 1621 , the year

after their landing from the May-

flower) that the autumn was past

and the harvest ended, they deter-

mined to have a period of recre-

ation, combined with thanksgiving

for their many mercies. The Gov-

ernor thereupon sent out four

huntsmen, who in one day secured

enough game to supply the colony

for nearly a week. Hospitality

was extended to Massaiot, who

accepted and brought ninety peo-

ple with him. The guests remain-

ed three days, during which time.

they captured five deer to add to

the larder of their hosts. The

motley company indulged in a

round of amusements, and the Col-
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THE 52 ISSUES OF THE VOLUME FOR 1909 WILL
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onists entertained their visitors

with military tactics and evolutions .

Without doubt, religious services

opened each day ; for the Pilgrims

were austere Christians, who car-

ried religion into all their affairs .

Thus heartily and royally was in-

augurated the great New England

festival of Thanksgiving. For

two centuries it continued to be a

peculiarity of the Eastern States,

but it has now become national,

its annual return finding a welcome

along the lake shore and the Gulf,

and from the Atlantic to the Pa-

cific."

It will thus be seen in the story

of the origin of this continental

festival that Thanksgiving Day as

conceived by the sturdy New Eng-

landers was eminently character-

ized by its religious spirit of re-

strained joyousness and its humane

spirit of thankfulness, cheer and

brotherliness. Its true spirit is best

expressed in a line from a quaint

poem :

"Let us be cheerful and thankful

withal."

It is simply and purely a day for

giving thanks for the many mer-

cies bestowed upon the people-

health, happiness and prosperity.

Moreover, it is essentially a home

day, a day on which the scattered

members of the family may re-

turn to the parental roof and

render thanks, not in any stereo-

typed or limited way, but in a

multitude of ways, for all the

good things which have come to

them during the past year. Being

a home day, it is important that the

date fixed for observing this festi-

val will make it easy for families

to gather together.

Young People's : Nov. 29
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HOW READERS CAN HELP US.

The Editor of THE CHRISTIAN NATION will

make good use of all clippings, statistics , informa-

tion, or short and pointed contributions on any or

all of the following subjects :

1st-Favoring repeal of Chinese Exclusion law.

2d-Favoring the recognition of God's law in

civil government.

3rd-Favoring the exclusive use of the Bible
Psalms and the exclusion of instrumental music

in worship.

4th-Favoring Sabbath observance.

5th-Opposing the theatre, card playing and
dancing.

6th-Opposing the use of alcohol as a beverage

and of tobacco in any form.

7th-Favoring Peace and Arbitration,

Will you cut this out and paste it in your memo-

randum book or on the front of your desk or in some

prominent place in your home or office.

Digest of the News of the Week.

According to the estimate of the Department of

Agriculture, issued at Washington, corn, wheat,

cats and eight other farm crops this year aggre-

gated 2.4 per cent. more than the average for the

last five years.

Three hundred and thirty-nine miners were killed

and thirty-five injured in an explosion in the Rad-

bod mine, near Hamm, Westphalia, Germany.

* * *

Ex-Senator Edward W. Carmack, of the Prohi-

bition party, was shot dead in Nashville, Tenn. , by

Robin Cooper, as the result of a bitter political

feud.

Count Johann Heinrich von Bernstorff has been

chosen by the Emperor of Germany to succeed the

late Baron Speck von Sternburg as Ambassador to

America.

President Roosevelt has selected Job E. Hedges

to succeed Hamilton Fish as Assistant Treasurer of

the United States in New York city.

* **

Dr. W. R. Gillette, formerly vice-president of the

Mutual Life Insurance Company, died in Roosevelt

Hospital.

Tsi-An, Ruler of China, Dead.

PEKING, Nov. 15.-Tsi-An, the Dowager Em-

press of China, the autocratic head of the Govern-

ment, which she had directed without successful in-

terference since 1861 , and without protest since 1881 ,

died at 2 o'clock this afternoon.

The announcement of the Dowager Empress's

death was official, and followed closely upon the

announcement that Kwang-Hsu, the Emperor, had

died yesterday at 5 o'clock in the afternoon.

An edict issued at 8 o'clock this morning placed

upon the throne Prince Pu-Yi, the three-year-old

son of Prince Chun, the Regent of the Empire, in

accordance with a promise given by the Dowager

Empress soon after the marriage of Prince Chun,

in 1903. An edict issued on Friday made Pu-Yi

heir presumptive.

Mr. Morgan Finds the Bullet.

It Lodged in Waistcoat Pocket After Going

Through Postmaster's Body.

Postmaster Morgan, of New York, has found the

bullet that passed through his body and came so

near ending his life when he was attacked by a

lunatic on Monday morning. Mr. Morgan found

it himself yesterday afternoon. He seemed pleased

about it, as he did over his doctor's announcement

that he was getting well rapidly and had nothing

more to fear from his wound.

There has been a mystery about the bullet. It

had gone through the Postmaster's body all right

enough, but there was no hole in his clothing to

show where it came out. Yesterday Mr. Morgan

himself was so far recovered that he, too, became

interested in the mystery. He insisted on having

his clothes brought to him. After a careful search

he found the bullet in his right hand lower waist-

coat pocket.

It looks like a good omen. Anyhow, the doctor

says the Postmaster will be at his desk again in

the Federal Building before December I.

***

Senator Foelker Resigns.

Man Who Saved Anti-Racetrack Bills Will Begin

Congress Duties Next Month.

Albany, Nov. 6.-Senator Otto G. Foelker, of

Brooklyn, who risked his life in order that he might

vote for the anti-racetrack gambling bills last win-

ter, filed his resignation with the Secretary of State

to-day, to take effect immediately.

Mr. Foelker was elected not only for the coming

term as a member of Congress, but was also chosen

to fill the unexpired term as Representative of the

same district in the 60th Congress in the place

made vacant by the death of Charles T. Dunwell.

*

Police to Help Ex-Convicts.

Jersey City Chief Tells of His Plan to Get Honest

Work for Them.

Capt. James F. Larkins, chief of the Jersey City

detective bureau, said yesterday that he proposes

to establish an employment bureau for ex-convicts

who are unable to get honest work.

He wants men and women who are discharged

from prison to file applications with him for jobs

and he will make an effort to find employment

which will be most suited to them. He will stipu-

late that each convict whom he places will call at

police headquarters once a week for the purpose of

reporting how he is getting along. He also in-

tends to keep in close touch with their employers .

Larkins hopes he will be able to find enough

public spirited men to help him make the proposed

ex-convicts' employment agency a success .
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CLASSIFIED ANNOUNCEMENTS Free Lecture Courses.

Thirty-five Words, (6 lines)

Additional lines, (6 words)

Smallest space accepted

Largest space accepted

FARM FOR SALE.

500

80

Lines

12 Lines

FOR SALE-80-acre farm located in the

kingdom of the big red steer, in the blue-

grass belt of Kansas; well improved , all

fenced hog tight ; 50 miles from Kansas

City; second largest grain and livestock

market in the world. SMITH CURRY,

Winchester, Kas.

PUBLICATIONS.

FOR SALE-Covenanter Books; old

and new version of Psalms, Psalm Se-

lections, Book of Testimony, Discipline,
Confession of Faith, Tales of Covenant-

ers, Poets and Poetry, Homes and

Romanism Cate
Haunts, Analyzed,

chisms, Minutes of Synod. JAMES S.

TIBBY, 411 Penn Bldg. , Pittsburg, Pa.

SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON HELPS.

PELOUBET'S SELECT NOTES.- No

other publication begins to furnish the

inspiration and instruction found in Select

Notes. Each year it keeps in touch with

all that is new and helpful in religious

literature and thought, presenting it in a

concise and practical form. Cloth, post-

paid, $1.25. W. A. WILDE COMPÁNY,

Boston, Chicago.

MANY PROGRESSIVE SABBATH

SCHOOLS will want to try graded lessons in

1909. The Bible Study Union (Blakeslee)
Graded Lessons offer six series of lessons

Write for free
on all parts of the Bible.
specimen copies , stating what part of the

Bible you wish to study. BIBLE STUDY

PUBLISHING COMPANY, Boston.

EDUCATIONAL.

LENOX COLLEGE, Hopkinton, Iowa.

No saloons in the county. The past year

closed with every student in the college

department a professing Christian. The

standards are high, the faculty strong,

the work thorough. Reference, Rev. S.
T. Foster, pastor of the Covenanter

REV. E. E. REED, D. D.Church.

President.

CEDARVILLE COLLEGE, Cedarville,

Ohio, will be glad to forward you cata-
logues and circulars free of cost de-

scribing locality, equipment, courses of

instruction, etc. One of the best places

in our country to secure a good sound

Christian education.

Monmouth College offers a course in

civil engineering which has now been

given for two years, and seems to be

meeting with popular favor. Students

in this course lay the foundation for a

very thorough and complete work in

civil engineering, as well as allied de-

partments.

GENEVA COLLEGE, Beaver Falls,

Pa., is the only Covenanter college. Here

your boys and girls can get a thorough

education under Covenanter influences.

If you want your children to come back

to you as good Christians, as well as

scholars, send them to Geneva. W. Henry

George, President.

$300 TO $700 FIRST YEAR we guarantee

to graduates of our Bookkeeping-Short-

hand course. Best located school in

America. Day and Night sessions the

entire year. Moderate rates. Illustrated

Catalogue ; 25th year. DRAKES, 154 Nas-

sau St., or Jersey City, Plainfield, New-

ark, Orange, Passaic and Bayonne.

MISCELLANEOUS.

THE NEW PERFECTION Wick Blue

Flame Oil Cook- Stove-ready instantly

for any kind of cooking, baking, ironing.

Economical and satisfactory in opera-

tion and doesn't overheat the kitchen.

Beautifully finished in nickel or japan.

Three sizes. At your dealer's or write

to STANDARD OIL COMPANY (Incor-

porated) .

DENTACURA TOOTH PASTE differs

from the ordinary dentifrice in important

particulars and embodies a distinct ad-

vance in its field. It is a perfect cleans-

ing agent and minimizes or wholly de-

stroys the bacteria, thus protecting the

teeth.

"The Bible Is For the Government of the People,

By the People, and For the People."-Wicliffe.

Public Life and Religion.

REV. J. C. MCFEETERS, D.D.

President Roosevelt's views, recently

published, on "Religion and Politics,"

will arrest much attention. If his words

be correctly quoted, he vigorously re-

sents the thought that the people should

inquire concerning the religion of the

man who asks for their votes. He

says : "In no case does the man's reli-

gious belief, in any way, influence the

discharge of his duties, save as it makes

him more eager to act justly and up-

rightly in his relations to all men." He

points with evident pride to the fact

that in his Cabinet " sit side by side,

Catholic and Protestant, Christian and

Jew." "The same principles that have

obtained in appointing the members of

my Cabinet are the principles upon

which all good Americans should act

in choosing, whether by election or ap-

pointment, the men to fill any office,

from the highest to the lowest in the

land." He predicts that there will be

among our future presidents, Protest-

ants, Catholics, and, "very probably at

some time, Jews." He characterizes dis-

crimination on religious grounds as "an

outrage against liberty of conscience,"

and "narrow bigotry."

The President is politically consist-

ent, standing, as he does, on the Con-

stitution of the United States, a purely

secular basis of government. The Con-

stitution expressly specifies that “no re-

ligious test" shall be required of any

candidate for office. He is consistent,

Constitutional, and non-religious, in his

political profession and practice . But

President Roosevelt is well-known as a

Christian of the Protestant faith. His

life therefore rises higher than the

sphere of politics. His faith claims re-

lationship with Jesus Christ, as his Sa-

viour, and "Commander." ( Isaiah 55 :

4. ) He accordingly takes instructions in

duty from God first of all. This is im-

plied. The higher claims are the claims

of God. Then if, in the administration

of government, he eliminate religion,

and set aside God's instructions, will he

not be grossly inconsistent in his high-

est and holiest relationship ? But Prot-

estants are supposed to study the Bible.

The President with the open Bible in

his hand, will surely be able to see a

"more excellent way." The Book shows

that true consistency in the Christian

lifts up the whole life , both private and

public, into harmony with the will of

God. His intelligence will certainly not

permit him to fall into the popular er-

ror, that God governs man in private

life, and abandons him in official life .

The President has two things offered

for his choice : The exalting of his ad-

ministration of government into the

realm of religion where he can honor

God and enjoy His favor ; or the sus-

pension of his relationship to God, and

the degrading of personal integrity in

public duties. Why will he not choose

the former? Why will he not, with his

strong personality, exalt our nation in

righteousness, and clothe himself with

everlasting honor?

The higher consistency is possible .

The Constitution does not exclude re-

ligion from office . Then if religion be

a qualification which God requires and

the welfare of the country demands ,

the President has the constitutional

power to choose for places of trust "men

that fear God, men of truth, hating cov-

etousness." (Ex. 18:21 . ) Therefore he

can at the same time be consistent, con-

stitutional, and religious , in this im-

portant service to God, and his country.

Why, then, does he not take the higher

Catarrh

Invites Consumption

It weakens the delicate lung tissues ,

deranges the digestive organs, and

breaks down the general health.

It often causes headache and dizzi-

ness , impairs the taste, smell and

hearing, and affects the voice.

Being a constitutional disease it re-

quires a constitutional remed

ground, and exalt his administration in Hood's Sarsaparilla
to the heavens of righteousness !

The President may hear himself sol-

emnly addressed in the Word of God,

the infallible guide for rulers : "This

Book of the law shall not depart out of

thy mouth ; but thou shalt meditate

therein day and night, that thou may-

est observe to do according to all that

is written therein." (Joshua 1 :8. ) The

Bible contains the foundation principles

of law for nations, principles ever the

same in essence, yet ever varying in ap-

plication. No man entrusted with the

responsibility of governing society, can

hope to reach a knowledge of God's will

in the discharge of official duty, except

by diligent study of the Bible.

Now if the President has heeded this

divine exhortation, he has read: "He

that ruleth over men must be just, rul-

ing in the fear of God." (2 Sam. 23 : 3. )

"The fear of God," at least, implies that

the candidate for office will recognize

God, and worship Him in Jesus Christ.

"No man cometh unto the Father, but

by me." (John 14 :6. ) The definition of

"the fear of God" is by highest authori-

ty, "the beginning of wisdom ." How

can the President justify himself in

choosing, as his counsellors, men whom

God characterizes as being totally void

of wisdom? This is the principle he

announces as governing his choice of

men for public places.

Again, doubtless the President has

read : "All power is given unto me in

heaven and in earth." (Matt. 28:19. )

And again, "There is no power but of

God : the powers that be are ordained

of God." (Rom. 13 : 1 . ) Jesus holds all

the powers of government in his hand.

The people have the right to choose the

ruler, but the Lord Jesus Christ, who is

King of Kings, alone confers the pow-

er to rule. "By me princes rule, and

nobles, even all the judges of the earth."

(Prov. 8:16. ) Is the President faithful

in investing this sacred trust with per-

sons who deny the Lord, and decline all

accountability to Him?

Again, the President may read : "The

Lord said unto me, Thou art my Son ;

this day I have begotten thee. Ask of

me, and I will give thee the nations for

Thethine inheritance." (Ps. 2 :7-8. )

nation belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ

"The Oxford Teachers'

par excellence

OXFORD

Teachers' Bibles and

S. S. Scholars' Bibles

With New 20th Century Helps ar-

ranged in One Alphabetical Order.

THE HELPS

The Christian Advocate, Nashville,
says : " The helps are real helps. Un-

like those in many of the cheap Bibles,

they are not simply thrown together

in hodge-podge fashion, but represent
the freshest and ablest work of the
foremost modern scholars . "

SEND FOR CATALOGUE

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

AMERICAN BRANCH

35 West 32nd Street , New York

ASK FORTHE

Radically and permanently cures .

In usual liquid form or in chocolated tablets

known as Sarsatabs. 100 doses $1.

by the gift of the Father. Will a

Christian people be innocent in chosing,

will a Christian President be guiltless

in appointing men who ignore Jesus to

rule over His own realms? Is that

fair dealing? Is that honest? Is not

such public ethics rotten to the core?

The President may also read : "Now

therefore, be wise, O ye kings : Be in-

structed, ye judges of the earth . Serve

the Lord with fear, and rejoice with

trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be

In the face ofangry." ( Ps. 2 : 10-12. )

such an admonition coming from God,

with all His tenderness, earnestness, and

authority ; with such a warning coming

from the throne of the Most High, aw-

ful with glints of His anger, how can

the President defend himself in appoint-

ing to places of power, men who public-

ly and positively deny that Jesus is the

Son of God ; men who have cold scorn

instead of the loyal kiss for Christ the

Saviour-King? How can he urge the

people to follow in his footsteps in this

high-handed rebellion against one of

God's express commands to rulers ? The

President is a strong man, but well may

he fear, when he measures up with the

Almighty, and hurls a challenge at the

eternal Law giver. Surely the hope may

be cherished that with his open Bible

he may be so filled with light from God,

that he will see the relation of civil

government to God, and by some heroic

act, lift up his administration into har-

mony with God's will, to the glory of

God the Father, and His Son, Jesus

Christ.

A Teacher Wanted.

A young man, unmarried, to teach

abroad for three years. He must be an

earnest Christian and ready to exert a

Christian influence on his pupils. He

should have some experience as

teacher. He should have sufficient skill

Addressin athletics to direct games.

W. HENRY GEORGE, Beaver Falls ,

Pa.

Bible is the Bible

ofthe World.”

NOW READY !

EIGHT NEW EDITIONS

OXFORD

Black Faced Type

BIBLES

Four on Oxford White Paper. Four

on the famous Oxford India Paper.

Pearl 32mo. A wonderful clear

type in a small-size book.

Nonpareil 24mo. A Gem ofPrint-

ing.
Minion 16mo. A model hand Bible.

Brevier 16mo. Large type in small
compass... "A quart in a pint
measure."

"The new Bible just published by

the Oxford Press is , without doubt,

the finest product of the kind ever

given to the public.'

OXFORD EDITION
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