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A VIEW
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WORLD.

ISAIAH XXI . 11. 12 .

Watchman, what of the night ? Watchman, what of

the night ? the Watchmanſaid , the morning com

eth, and alſo the night : if yewill inquire, inquire

je : return , come.

Our Saviour ſeverely reproved the Scribes

and Phariſees, becauſe, that from natural cauſes,

they could infer natural events ; and from the ap

pearances of the fky, in the morning, or evening,

predict the kind of weather which was likely to en

ſue : but that they did not diſcern the ſigns of the

times in a political, and moral , or religious point of

view. In both caſes, the connection between cauſe

and effect, is the ſame. From their ſubjection ,

however, to ſenſe, from inattention, from depra

vity of heart and perverſeneſs of difpofition, and
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from their prepoſſeſſions and prejudices, mankind

do not manifeſt the ſame ſhrewdneſs and fagacity

in the one caſe that they do in the other. The pro

vidences of God, whilſt they accompliſh , they tend,

at the ſame time , to unfold the predictions contain

ed in his word ; and theſe, whilſt, from their very

nature, they are neceſſarily involved in ſuch a de

gree of obſcurity, as to prevent their being known

or fully underſtood until their accompliſhment ;

they, at the ſame time, carry in them ſuch a de

gree of light and information, as to afford, to the

judicious and diligent inquirer, a general know

ledge and expectation of the event. This might

be exemplified in a great variety of inſtances.

Some of them will naturally fall in our way , in the

proſecution of the ſubject now before us. Let the

two following ſuffice at preſent. Daniel, we are

informed, underſtood from books, the number of

the years , whereof the word of the Lord came to

Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accompliſh

ſeventy years in the deſolations of Jeruſalem .

And at the coming of Chriſt there was a general

rumour ſpread abroad , and a general expectation

excited , no doubt from the prophecies reſpecting

him contained in the ſacred writings, that about

that time there would be a great perſonage born in

Judea , who ſhould rule over all nations. Yet it

appears that, from the cauſes which have been al

ready afligned , the Jews, who were the depoſitories

of thoſe very oracles in which the predictions, from

whence this rumour and this expectation originat

ed , were contained , miſtook his perſon, when he

appeared , and rejected him .
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It becomes us, my Brethren , to be attentive ob

ſervers of the providences of God, and carefully to

examine the predictions of his holy word, that in

the expectation ofthe great events which are to take

place, wemay be prepared for them : that, foreſee

ing the evil , we may be excited to make the beſt

proviſion which may be in our power againſt it , and

not be taken by ſurpriſe ; and that, anticipating

the good, we may hope and rejoice in the proſpect.

The prophecy, contained in theſe two verſes,

and of which my text is the ſubſtance, is both ſhort

and obfcure. Some have ſuppoſed that Dumah,

the country to which it refers, was part of Arabia ,

whoſe inhabitants were the deſcendants of Duma,

the ſixth ſon of Iſhmael. Others, becauſe mount

Sier is mentioned , ſuppoſe that by Dumah is meant

Idumea, the country of the Edomites.

The words conſiſt of two parts : a queſtion, which

is repeated , ſuppoſed to be put by an inhabitant

of that country , to the prophet , under the charac

ter of a watchman, and referring to the proſpects

concerning it, “ Watchman, what of the night ?

“ Watchman, what of the night ? " The anſwer to

this queſtion conſiſts of two parts alſo : the firſt

containing a direct reply to the queſtion propoſed,

and the other a preſcription of duty. The reply

is in theſe words , “ The morning cometh , and alſo

“ the night.” It is well known that in the language

ofprophecy, and indeed in ſcripture language in ge

neral, day and night are often put for the oppoſite

ſtates of proſperity and adverſity, of affliction and
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comfort. The import of the anſwer then is, that

there would be a viciffitude oftheſe with reſpect to

Dumah- The duty preſcribed is thus expreſſed ,

- if ye will inquire, inquire ye : return , come.

Themeaning of which may be, if ye be diſpoſed to

obtain more particular and ſatisfactory information,

return and inquire again .

55

Mydeſign is, to conſider the queſtion here aſked

as propoſed, with reſpect to the preſent times, and

to endeavour to anſwer it from the general aſpect

of the providences of God, taken in connection

with the predictions ofhis holy word ; and then to

point out ſome of the duties to which, in preſent

circumſtances, you may be particularly called .

We ſhall conſider the ſubject both in a political

and religious point of view : or as it reſpects the

ſtate of civil ſociety, and as it reſpects the Church

of Chriſt. The cloſe and intimate connection ſub

fiſting between them, renders this view of the ſub

ject proper, or rather, indeed , neceſſary . Civil

and religious liberty, though diſtinct, in themſelves,

will generally be enjoyed or loſt together. The

fame enlarged views, and the fame liberal fenti

ments, which tend to ſecure the one , will equally

tend to the promotion and eſtabliſhment of the

other. And the ſame ſpirit ofdomination and luft

of power, whichaims at inflaving the bodies, will

equally aim at inflaving the minds and conſciences

of men . Communities, or bodies politic, will al

ways be proſperous and happy, in proportion to

the religion and virtue which they poſſeſs.
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All that can be propofed, in the ſhort time to

which I muſt reſtrict myſelf, is, a few gleanings

from that extenſive and fruitful field which lies

before us. And as I have always heretofore care

fully avoided introducing, on the fabbath, or in

the courſe ofmy ftated miniftrations, any ſentiments

of a political nature, I ſhall indalge the hope that

though, on this extra occaſion, I ſhould in fome

meafute deviate from my general practice, it will

not be thought cenſurable : and that I ſhall be

heard with patience and candour, on this critical

fubje &t. More eſpecially , as I have it not in view

to advance any thing upon it which I think can

bejuft cauſe of offence to any, and to which I am

not neceſſarily led by the ſubject.

'

The firſt queftion then to which I am to endea

vour to give an anſwer is, what is the preſent ſtate

ofthe political world ? !

23

Permit me then to call your attention to a few

matters of fact, as the beſt premifes from which to

draw a canclufion. 1695?

" (

Magna Charta, in a manner forcibly obtained

from king John, after much war and bloodſhed ,

near the beginning of the thirteenth century , was

the glory andboaft of the Britiſh nation , and laid

the foundation of Britiſh liberty . But to what, let

me ask , did this celebratedinftrument amount ? It

contained, indeed, the renewal and confirmation of

thoſe immunities and privileges, which the Barons

and their followers had enjoyed under the Saxon
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princes ; and which they claimed under the cha

racters of Henry the I. and Henry the II . . But

this amounted to no more than a ſecurity of fome

of their rights , to a part of the people. Evidently,

the greateſt benefit reſulting from it was, that the

commons of England hereby obtained a reprefent

ation in Parliament, or thegreat Council of thena

tion . Defective and imperfect, however, as this

inſtrument was, the reſt of the world could thew

nothing, in their forms of government, that was

comparable to it. Upon the baſis of this charter,

at different ſubſequent periods, ſeveral grants were

obtained from the crown, and ſeveral parliamenta

ry acts paſſed, tending to extend and ſecure the

rights and privileges of the great body of the na

tion . Various writers alſo aroſe, from time to

time, eſpecially in Great Britain , who diſtinguiſh

ed themſelves as advocates for civil and religious

liberty, and who are intitled to high praiſe for their

many juft fentiments on theſe important ſubjects.

The conteſt which aroſe between Great Britain

and her then American colonies called up ther: at

tention of mankind, eſpecially of thoſe who were

more immediately intereſted in it, andafforded an

occaſion for the morefull and free diſcuſſion of the

principles ofgovernment. The views of men were

enlarged, and increaſed lightthrown on the origin ,

the nature, and the deſign of government, and the

rights and privileges of the people. For America,

( I ſpeak it, my Brethren , with a degree of exulta

tion, and with adoring gratitude to the Sovereign

Diſpoſer of all things,) for America, in the courfe
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of Divine Providence, was it reſerved to exhibit to

the world the new and aſtoniſhing ſpectacle of a

great and growing people, though a people of but

yeſterday, meeting by delegates, choſen by them

ſelves, to organize and eſtabliſh a government for

them. In the American conſtitution, we firſt fee

the rights of the ſubject defined and guarded, and

the power and duties of the ruler preſcribed and li

mited, with any degree of clearneſs and preciſion.

In this happy land, we firſt behold the men of their

own free choice, veſted , by the people, with au

thority to enact, and power to execute laws for the

good of the whole ; and theſe ſupported and ſub

mitted to, from the rational perſuaſion of their ne

cefſity and uſe. Here alſo we firſt ſee the hetero

geneous and inceſtuous connection between the

kingdoms of this world, and the kingdom ofChrift ;

which, from the reign of Conſtantine, down to the

preſent day, has been the ſource of incalculable

miſchief, both to the intereſts of truereligion, and

the civil and religious rights of man ; renoun

ced : each reſting on their own proper foundation,

and exerciſing, reſpectively, their particular and

appropriate rights and prerogatives. And you

will permit me, my Brethren , on this occafion, to

congratulate you on the rational proſpects which

we enjoy, of having our conſtitution preſerved in

violate, and our liberties, civil and religious, ren

dered ſecure and permanent. Our government

carries in its very boſom , what no other govern

ment ever poſſeſſed, the principles requiſite to its

correction and amelioration : nor can the people

be ever enſlaved but through the groffeſt inat

B

1
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tention, or until they become enſlaved by their

vices .

With reſpect to the other kingdoms and nations

of the world , it is well known, that at the declara

tion of American independence, whilft many of

them groaned under the moſt intolerable deſpotiſm ,

but few of them enjoyed much that could be called

liberty, either of a civil or religious kind.

... There can , I think, be but little reaſon to doubt,,

that the revolution in France took its riſe from the

independence of America, and its concomitant

circumſtances. Whilſt we deplore the diſtractions

and diſtreſſes which have taken place in that

mighty nation , the occafions of which we may

have an opportunity to notice hereafter, we impute

them not to their cauſe, but to its miſmanagement.

In endeavouring to emancipate themſelves from

that ſlavery under which they groaned , and to ob

tain their liberty, they had to contend with much

powerful oppofition , both from within and from

without. It is not to be preſumed, that Provi

dence has brought them thus far to ſuffer them to

be finally diſappointed in the great object of their

purſuit. Having drank ſo deeply of the cup of

adverſity, imbittered by the unhappy ingredients

of anarchy and confuſion, we would expreſs it as

the wiſh of humanity, that they may foon enjoy

all the benefits and comforts of rational liberty and

good government.

Grateful, my brethren, to all the ſentiments
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and feelings of the benevolent heart, are the preſent

proſpects of peace being eſtabliſhed , among the

nations of Europe, who have been ſo long invol

ved in all the calamities and diſtreſſes of war.

May we not hope, that having ſeen the madneſs

and folly , as well as ſo ſeverely felt the ſmart of

thoſe ſcenes of devaſtation and laughter, in which

they have been engaged, they will now fit down

with the mutual diſpoſition to cultivate and enjoy

the bleſſings of peace. What matter of rejoicing

would it be, to have reaſon to believe that this

was the commencement of the period, when the

inhabitants of the earth ſhould learn war no more ;

when nation ſhould no more rife up againſt nat

tion, or kingdom againſt kingdom : but, beating

the inftruments of war into the implements of huf

bandry, every one ſhould fit under his own vine,

and under his own fig - tree, and enjoy the goodof

the land, whilft there ſhould be none to moleft or

make him afraid ! When, oh when fhall nation ceaſe

tobe the enemy ofnation, and man of man ? when

will mankind admit, and be governed by the prac

tical influence of thoſe important truths , that they

are brethren of one great family ; that they are par

takers of the ſame common nature , that they are

deſcendants from the ſame original lock ; that

they are deſtined for the ſame immortality ; and

that the intereſt of the whole is the intereſt of

each conſtituent part, and the intereſt of every part

that of the whole.

If then, the facts which have been briefly

brought into view, have been fairly ſtated, there
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is , I think, juſt ground to conclude, that the ori

gin, nature, and deſign of civil government, the

powers of the ruler, and the rights of the ſubject

have been more thoroughly inveſtigated, and are

more fully and generally known at the preſent,

than at any former period ; and that the principles

and ſentiments reſpecting them, are likely to be

progreſſive, and to obtain more ſure footing in

the world. And we would fondly hope, that

both rulers and ruled, becoming wiſer by the aw

ful examples which have been exhibited before

them , ſuch reformations in the kingdoms and go

vernments of the world as are ſtill neceſſary to the

liberty and happineſs of mankind, will, in the

good providence of God, be effected, not by vio

lent convulſions, and the effufion ofhuman blood ,

but by the increaſing influence of truth and

reaſon .

It was propoſed, in the Second place , to en

deavour to anſwer the queſtion, " Watchman, what

of the night ?" in a religious point of view ; or as

referring to the intereſts of the church of Chriſt.

And here the anſwer may be confidently given ,

" the morning cometh ;" if the day has not already

dawned . The morning of a long, a bright, and

a glorious day, infinitely ſurpaffing any thing the

church has yet ſeen or enjoyed. Of this , the fa

cred oracles afford us the moſt ample aſſurance.

The original promiſe, and which, indeed, com

prehended in it all the ſubſequent promiſes of the

goſpel, that the feed of the woman ſhould bruiſe

the ferpent's head, has, as it refers to the actual
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ſtate of the church , as yet, had but a very partial

accompliſhment. " Let us attend a little to its im- ,

port and extent, as it was gradually unfolded by

ſubſequent promiſes. It was firſt promiſed to

Abraham , that in him, and afterwards, more ex

plicitly, that in him and in his feed ; that is , in

Ifaac primarily, but ultimately and principally in

Chriſt, who ſhould deſcend from him , ſhould all

the families of the earth be bleſſed . Paſſing over

the various renewals of this promiſe to different

perſons in different forms, and at different periods ;

David, in the ſpirit of prophecy, repreſents the

Father as addrefſing his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, whom

he had ſet as king upon his holy hill of Zion, in

the following language: “ Aſk ofme, and I ſhall

give thee the heathen for thine inheritance , and

" the uttermoft parts of the earth for thy poffeffion ."

Again he ſays, “ All the ends of the earth ſhall

« remember, and turn unto the Lord, and all the

“ kindreds of the nations ſhall worſhip before him.

" . They that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow be

“ fore him. The kings of Tarſhiſh , and of the

“Ifles, ſhall bring preſents: the kings of Sheba

“ and Seba, fhall offer gifts. Princes ſhall come

“ out of Egypt; Ethiopia fhall foon ſtretch out her

“ hands unto God. The heathen ſhall fear thy

name, O Lord ; and all the kings of the earth,

“thy glory. It ſhall cometo paſs ," ſays the evan

gelical prophet, " in the laſt days, that the moun

" tain of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eftabliſhed in

" thetop of the mountains, and ſhall be exalted

" above the hills ; and all nations ſhall flow unto

^ it. ” And he ſpeaks of Egypt and Affyria as"

!

66
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inheriting the bleſſing of the Lord of hoſts, togeth

er with Ifrael his inheritance. But the time would

fail me in attempting to mention all the predic

tions and promiſes given by this prophet, of the

extenſion and glory of the kingdom of Chrift. I

ſhall therefore mention but one more , which is

ſhort and very comprehenſive.
" It ſhall come,

" that I will gather all nations and tongues, and

“they ſhall ſee my glory. ” The prophet Daniel

tells us , that in the days of thoſe kings ; that is,

under the Roman goyernment, the God of heaven

ſhould ſet up a kingdom that ſhould not be left to

“ other people ; that it ſhould break in pieces and

“ confume all other kingdoms, and ſhould ſtand

"for ever ; and that the ftone, repreſenting this

• kingdom , became a great mountain, and filled

" the whole earth . " In reference to the fame fub

ject, it is elſewhere ſaid by the ſame prophet, “ And

“ there was given him ," that is, Chriſt, " domin

“ ion and glory , and a kingdom , that all people,

"riations and languages ſhould ſerve him : his do

“ minion is an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall

“ not paſs away, and his kingdom that which

" ſhall not be deſtroyed. And the kingdom and

“ dominion, and the greatneſs of the kingdom under

• the whole heaven , ſhall be given to the people

“ of the faints of the Moft High , whoſe kingdom

" is an everlaſting kingdom , and all dominions

“ ſhall ſerve and obey him ." There is one other

prophecy which is ſo full and explicit on this ſub

ject, that I cannot think of paſſing it over in ' fi

lence . I mean that by Malachi , the laſt of the

Jewiſh prophets. “ And the Lord ſhall be king

।



( 15 )

“ over all the earth : and in that day there ſhall be

one Lord, and his name one. From the riſing of

“ the fun even to the going down of the ſame, my

“ name ſhall be great among the Gentiles, and in

every place incenſe. ſhall be offered unto my

, name, and a pure offering : for my name ſhall

qo be great among the heathen, faith the Lord of

" hoſts ."

66

.

From the general tenor of theſe prophecies and

promiſes, and of innumerable others which might

have been added to them , it muſt be evident, that

as yet they have had but a very partial and limited

accompliſhment. At no period of the church has

her extenſion, her proſperity, or her glory , cor

reſponded in any conſiderable meaſure with them .

1

I have only farther to add here, in regard to

this glorious period of the church, fo frequently

repreſented in ſcripture; in which the earth ſhall

be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters

cover the fea, that it is ſpoken of frequently under

a ſpecified time. In the book of the Revelation ,

we are told , that Satan ſhall be bound a thouſand

years , and ſhall deceive the nations no more until

the thouſand years ſhall be fulfilled ; and that the

faints ſhall reign with Chriſt a thouſand years ;

or, as it is expreſſed by the prophet Daniel, that

the faints of the Moſt High ſhall take, and poſſeſs

the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. Now

if we underſtand this expreſſion , " a thouſand

years,” literally, O what a long, glorious, and

happy period will it be ! But if, according to the
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general language of prophecy, we conſider each

day of theſe thouſand years, as repreſenting a

year ; or as amounting on the whole, to the term

of 365,000 years, how is imagination ſwallowed

up and loſt in the proſpect !

Having thus ſhewn you the ſure and ample

ground of confidence and hope in this caſe, I ſhall

now endeavour to give a more direct anſwer to the

queſtion before us .

a

The church of Chriſt, agreeably to various pre- .

dictions concerning it ; particularly by the prophet

Daniel, 600 years before the commencement of

the Chriſtian era ; by our Lord himſelf, and by

his apoſtles Paul and John, was involved in a long

night of popiſh darkneſs, ſuperſtition , idolatry,

and tyranny. The riſe of this antichriſtian power

was gradual. The apoſtle Paul tells us, that the

ſpirit of it diſcovered itſelf even in his day. This,

I think, affords juſt ground to conclude that its

fall will alſo be gradual: that is , by various

events at different times , tending, in the courſe

of Divine Providence, to undermine its power, and

to weaken its influence, until it be finally deſtroy

ed . Such was the caſe with reſpect to the capti

vity of the Jews in Babylon. They were carried

away at ſeveral different periods ; and their return

was alſo at ſeveral different times , each correſpond

ing with the 70 years , to which it had been pre

dicted that their captivity ſhould extend .

At the Reformation , this man of ſin received a
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1

deep wound which has never ſince been healed .

Since that period, the light of divine truth and lib

erty has been maintaining an unequal combat, ex

cept as they have been aided and ſupported by

power from on high , againſt that ſpirit ofdomina

tion, darkneſs and deluſion , which has ſo much

prevailed in the world . It is, however, I think,I ,

evident that the advances which they have made,

and the ground which they have obtained ſince that

time, have, upon the whole, beenthe whole, been very conſiderable.

This power, ſo inimical to all the intereſts of man,

has lately received a ftill more deep and mortal

wound, and from which his recovery is ſtill leſs

probable. “ Whom , ” ſays the apoſtle, ſpeaking

66 the Lord ſhall conſume with the

ſpirit of his mouth, and deſtroy with the bright

“ neſs of his coming." Whilft, then, the nations

ſhall hate her, and, performing the part aſſigned

to them in providence, ſhall make her deſolate ;

why may we not ſuppoſe that the light of divine

truth, accompanied by divine power, ſhall co -ope

rate to complete her deſtruction ?

of this power,

I cannot propoſe entering far into the wide field

of prophecy, even as it refers to, or is connected

with the ſubject before us ; nor, perhaps, is this

abſolutely neceſſary. You will permit me to di

rect your attention , for a few moments, to two

particular predictions, which evidently ſtand cloſe

ly connected in their accompliſhment, and both

which appear to have had their accompliſhment

in our own day. You will find them recorded in

the xi . chapter of the Revelation . I ſhall begin

C
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with the laſt of them . It is in theſe words : * The

* fame hour there was a great earthquake, and the

* tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake

** were ſlain of men , " or, as it is in the original,

of the names of men , * feven thouſand . ",

The generally concurring opinion of thoſe who

have undertaken to expound this prediction, for a

century and an half back, and when there was not

the leaſt human probability of its taking place,

has united in underftanding it of a great commo

tion and revolution in France. That ſuch a com

motion and revolution, juftly repreſented by an

earthquake, both for its ſuddenneſs, and the ef

fects which it has produced, has taken place in

France ; that it was the tenth kingdom which , in

the order of time, aroſe out of the fourth great

kingdom , or Roman empire ; that it has fo fallen

as not to be a conſtituent part of the papal hierar

chy ; that thouſands of men of high rank have

been flain ; and that the names or titles of men

have been totally abolifhed in it ; is , I preſume,

well known, and will be readily admitted .

This, you will obſerve, is ſaid to have happen

ed " in the ſame hour," or to have taken place in

the ſame period of time with the reſurrection of

the two witnefſes .

Of thefe witneſſes it is faid , that the beaſt

fhould make war againft them, and kill them ;

that their dead bodies fhould lie in the ſtreets of

the great city, which is fpiritually called Sodom
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and Egypt, three days and an half; and that, after,

three days and an half, the ſpirit of life from God

ſhould enter into them ; that they ſhould ſtand

upon their feet, and aſcend up into heaven ; or be

greatly promoted and exalted in the world.

Here, my Brethren, a number of important

queries preſent themſelves. Who, it may be aſk .

cd, are deſigned by theſe witneſſes ? and why are

they ſaid to be two ? What is to be underſtood

by their being lain, and raiſed again ? And what

time is intended by the three days and an half, in

which their dead bodies are ſaid to lie in the

ſtreets of the great city ?

In endeavouring to ſolve theſe queries, and in

that to give you what I apprehend to be the true

meaning of the prediction , I have to obſerve, that

I ſhall only give you the collected opinion of ſome

of the moſt diſtinguiſhed writers on the ſubject.

In the 4th verſe of the chapter, we are told that

theſe two witneſſes are the two olive-trees, and the

two 'candleſticks ſtanding before the God of the

earth . Now , if you will conſult the iv . chapter

of the prophecies of the prophet Zechariah, with

ſome other paſſages referring to the ſame ſubject,

I think you will find, that the two olive-trees, and

the two candleſticks were evidently deſigned to re

preſent Moſes and Aaron, Zerubbabel and Joſhua,

or the heads of the civil and religious departments

among the Jews, in the two different ſituations of

the nation ; namely, their deliverance from Egyp
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tian bondage, and their reſtoration from their cap

tivity in Babylon. This being admitted, we are

naturally led to infer, that the two witneſſes here

ſpoken of, are deſigned to repreſent the friends

and ſupporters of true religion, and the rights and

liberties of men . Theſe are ſpoken of as two, not

only on the ground of the alluſion juft now men

tioned , but alſo to denote the validity of their

teſtimony.

That their death and reſurrection are figurative,

and to be underſtood in a political and moral

point of view , is too evident to need proof.

With regard to the time here ſpecified, and its

application, it has been obſerved, that though

there is a general uniformity in the language of

ſcripture prophecy, yet this is ſometimes varied,

and is to be regulated by the connection, and

other concomitant circumſtances. Now , though

it be readily admitted that days, in the language

of prophecy, generally repreſent years ; yet it is

contended that this is not always the caſe, but

that they ſometimes repreſent months. It is ob

ferved farther here, that there is a conſiſtency and

propriety always maintained in ſcripture language;

and that theſe would be groſsly violated, had theſe

dead bodies been repreſented as lying in the ſtreets

of the city three months and an half. The three

days and an half here appear deſigned to repreſent

the ſame period ſpoken of by Daniel , by a time,

times , and half a time. If then we underſtand

them as lunar days, or months, for which the ori
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ginal word inuempoe, here uſed , affords alſo confi

derable countenance, then allowing thirty days to

a month , it amounts to 105 years .

If it be afked to what period, in France, ( for it

is to her, you will obſerve, theſe predictions are

fuppofed immediately to refer ,) is this repreſenta

tion applicable ? I anſwer . By the recall of the

edict of Nantes, which excited the attention of all

Europe, the rights and privileges of the nation,

both civil and religious, were completely prof.

trated . This was done in the year 1685. If then

to this number you add 105, it will bring it down

to the year 1790, the very year in which the French

revolution took place.

Immediately preceding the account of the great

earthquake, it is ſaid , that the witneſſes “ heard à

great voice from heaven, ſaying, Come up hi

" ther . And they afcended up into heaven in a

cloud , and their enemies beheld them .” On

this paſſage I ſhall quote to you the words of a

celebrated writer, more than a century back . I

mean Doctor Peter Jurieu. Heaven ," he ſays,

is the throne, it is the fovereign dignity , which

" in a ſtate is exactly the ſame that heaven is to

" the earth, in light , in luſtre, in good or bad in

fluences, in ſituation , and in elevation . From

“ heaven ' ; that is from authority, and the prince

“ who reigns; they heard a voice ; they received

an order ; not a ſmall, clandeſtine, filent voice ;

“ but a great voice ; that is a public command, a

“ folemn edict ; and this voice ſaid unto them ,

66
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Come up hither." Let us now apply this to what

is well known actually to have taken place.- On

the 24th of January 1789, Lewis the XVI. the

then king of France, being urged to it by an un

foreſeen preſſure of circumſtances, and imperious

neceflity, iſſued a decree convoking the States Ge.

neral, and inviting the three eſtates to aſſume a

ſhare in the legiſlature, in order to accompliſh a

reform . This was the more immediate cauſe of

the revolution in France ; and in this was the

foundation of civil and religious liberty, in that

a

country , laid.

: I am well aware that objections may ariſe in

the minds of ſome againſt fixing on the revolution

in France as the era of her recovering her civil and

religious liberties. : What, may it be faid, have

we not heard their blaſphemy, and feen uſurpa

tion, anarchy, and all the concomitant evils . fol.

lowing each other in quick fucceſſion ?-Yes, my

Brethren ; and permit me to aſk , What elſe, in

the very nature of things, had you reaſon to ex.

pect ? So great were the corruptions of the

Romiſh church which was eſtabliſhed among

them ; ſo abominable were her ſuperſtitions and

idolatries ; and ſo intolerable her ufurpations and

tyranny over the judgments and conſciences of

men, that the great body of the nation were funk

to the loweſt ſtate of ignorance and vice. From

ſuch a view of religion , men of ſenſe and reflection

turned away with abhorrence ; and inſtead of

having recourſe to the facred. oracles, thoſe pure

and genuine ſources of true religion, for juſt no

a
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tions of it, they renounced it altogether. In the

mean time the minds of a great proportion of thoſe

whomoved in the higher grades of life, and whoſe

education and opportunities.led them to read and

to reflect, were prejudiced and corrupted by the

deiſtical writings of ſeveral diſtinguiſhed writers

among them . And, which made this poiſon the

more inſinuating and dangerous, theſe writers

were, at the fame time, advocates for civil and re

ligious liberty. Accordingly, the reſtraints which

they had been under being removed by the revo

lution , this corruption in principle and morals

burft forth in all the hideous and deftructive

forms of atheiſm , deiſm , uſurpation, anarchy, and

diſtraction .

Providence, my Brethren , feldom brings about

the great and important events which take place

in the world , in ways altogether conformable to

the expectations and views of men . He makes

darkneſs his pavilion. By terrible things , in

righteouſneſs, will he anſwer the prayers ; eſpe

cially of his perſecuted faints . The awfulneſs of

his difpenfations ſurpriſes and aſtoniſhes us . But

is it not expreſsly and repeatedly declared, that

the downfal of antichrift will be with awful judg

ments upon her, and upon the nations which

have drank of the wine of her fornication .

Immediately following the two predictions

which we have been conſidering, we are told that

the ſeventh angel ſounded ; and that there were

great voices in heaven , ſaying, “ The kingdoms
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" of this world are become the kingdoms

“ of our Lord, and of his Chrift ; and he ſhall

reign for ever and ever ." Agreeably to the

prediction by the prophet Haggai, God ſhook the

nations before the manifeftation of his Son. in

fleſh . And when he has now ariſen to ſhake

them terribly, it is for the accompliſhment of the

moſt important purpoſes. The peftilential ya

pour of infidelity appears, in a conſiderable, de

gree , to have ſpent its force in France. Religious

toleration has prevailed and ſtill prevails in it.

Whilſt this continues to be the caſe, it is a pro

miſing fymptom , and affords ground to hope.

And they are now, evidently, in a favourable ſitu

ation for eſtabliſhing their liberties on a ſure and

permanent baſis.

4

7

a

In the midſt of all the calamities and diſtreſſes

of war, a miſſionary ſpirit has been poured out,

in a remarkable degree, eſpecially in Great-Britain.

The hearts of the pious of different denominations

have been united in it. A number of miſſionaries

have been ſent out ; particularly to the Iſlands in

the South Sea, to Sierra Leone in Africa, and to

the Eaſt - Indies. The vigorous exertions which

have been made in ſending the glad tidings of

peace and ſalvation, through a crucified Redeemer,

to the periſhing heathen abroad , have alſo been

accompanied with ſtrenuous endeavours to pro

mote the intereſts of religion at home by the eſta

bliſhment of ſchools and by itinerant preachers.

The number of friends to the great doctrines of

grace, both among the laity and clergy, in the

.
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V

>

9

epifcopal church of England, has, of late years,

greatly increaſed . The meaſures which have been

adopted for promoting the intereſts of religion, in

that kingdom , have been crowned with very con

ſiderable ſucceſs. : A Miſſionary Society fprang

up at Rotterdam in Holland, in the midſt of the

war in which they were engaged . In a letter from

that ſociety to the one in this place, they informed

us, that they were taking meaſures for having the

Scriptures, in the French language, diffuſedamong

the people of that nation . By a letter from the

miffionaries of the particular Baptiſts in England,

in the Eaft - Indies, we are alſo informed , that they

had a tranſlation of thefour Evangeliſts into the

Bengalee language nearly completed from a preſs

of their own ; and ſent us a copy of this tranflation

of the goſpel by Matthew . This language being

generally known, promiſes its extenſive circulation

and great uſefulneſs throughout that vaſt country .

Several Miſſionary Societies have alſo been formed

in America, which are uſing endeavours to ſend

the goſpel among the Indians in our own coun

try . All the attempts which have been hitherto

made have been promiſing, and fome of them re

markably fo . A diſpoſition favourable to the re

ception of the goſpel prevails more generally

among them at preſent than at any former period .

The fociety of New York have at preſent in their

employ, an Indian minifter who labours among the

remains of ſeveral tribes on the eaſt end of Long

Iſland ; a miſſionary among the Chickaſaw Indians

in the weſtern part of the State of Georgia ; and a

miſſionary among the fix nations bordering on the

D



( 26 )

8

lakes. Among theſe laſtmentioned they have alſo

two ſchools eſtabliſhed . The higher judicatures

of ſeveral churches in this country have been in

the practice, for ſome time paſt, of ſending miſſion

aries to preach the goſpel in our new ſettlements .

From the reports of the members of the General

Affociation of the State of Connecticut, in June

laſt, it appeared, that in ſeveral of their churches

there were favourable appearances of religion .

From the reports made by the delegates to the

General Aſſembly ' of the Preſbyterian Church,

comprehending all the States in the Union fouth

of Connecticut, in May laſt, it appeared that infi

delity was conſiderably on the decline ; that feve

ral avowed infidels, in different places , had openly

renounced their infidelity, been hopefully con

verted, and had joined themſelves to the church .

We were informed of the revival of religion in dif

ferent parts, and of a more general attention to , and

ſerioufneſs under, the inſtitutions of religion, in

moſt places, than formerly. Our Miſſionaries met

with a favourable reception at the Natches, a plače

formerly groſsly ignorant and corrupt. The prof

pects of uſefulneſs there are conſiderable . Above

all , we hada long and circumſtantial narrative read

to us, of a very extraordinary revival of religion

in the adjacent borders of the States of Kentucky

and Teneſſee . It ſtated , that upon ſome occa

fions, people had aſſembled to the amount of be

tween four and ſeven thouſand, to hear the word

and to attend upon the ordinances of religion . By

letters ſince that time we learn that the work had

been progreſſive, and had extended particularly

a
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into the interior parts of the State of Kentucky ;

that upon one ſacramental occaſion in particular,

there were upwards of twenty miniſters preſent,

and between twelve and ſeventeen thouſand peo

ple aſſembled ; and that the diſplays of the divine

power and grace were aſtoniſhing.

»

» .But, my Brethren , notwithſtanding theſe pro

miſing appearances , from which ſome of you , per

haps, may be diſpoſed to think , with me, that the

day approaches, if it has not, in fome meaſure,

already dawned ; yet if you expect that it will

progreſs with uniformly increaſing light, and with

out any intervening clouds and darkneſs, I doubt

you are miſtaken. You are to remember that

the papal hierarchy was conſtituted of nine other

kingdoms, beſides that of France. A number of

theſe are ſtill involved in the darkneſs of popiſh

ignorance, fuperftition , idolatry, and tyranny ; and

of all of them we may ſay, that they have cor

rupted the pure and undefiled religion of Jeſus

Chriſt, and trampled on the civil and religious

rights and privileges of men ... It is to be expect

ed then, both from the dictates of reaſon and the

declarations of Scripture, that as they have been

partakers in the fin , they ſhall alſo be ſharers in

the puniſhment.

It is the opinion of a number of the moſt judi

cious expoſitors, that the pouring out of thevials,

of which we have an account in the xvi . chapter

· of the Revelation, is emblematical of the events

comprehended under the ſeventh trumpet. And
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as the ſixth trumpet appears to have ended with

the earthquake, and the circumſtances immediately

connected with it ; and between this and the

founding of the ſeventh trumpet, it is faid, " The

“ fecond woe is paft ; and behold the third woe

“ cometh quickly ;” they have ſuppoſed that theſe

events will follow each other in rapid ſucceſſion .

This , they alledge, is farther countenanced by the

angel, in the preceding chapter, ſwearing by him

that liveth for ever and ever, that time ſhall be no

longer ; or that there ſhould be no delay in the

accompliſhment of the things which were to fol.

low. And by what our Lord declares between

the pouring out of the fixth and ſeventh vials,

* Behold I come quickly."

a

In the cloſe of the xiv. chapter, we are inform

ed of the gathering of the vintage of the earth , and

ofthe treading of the great wine- preſs of the wrath

of God ; where it is ſaid, that blood came out of

the wine-prefs, even unto the horſes bridles, by

the ſpace of a thouſand and fix hundred furlongs.

And under the pouring out of the ſixth vial, in

the following chapter, we are told that three un

clean ſpirits like frogs came out of the mouth of

the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beaſt, and

out of the mouth of the falſe prophet, which are the

fpirits of devils , working miracles, which go forth

unto the kings of the whole world, to gather them

to the battle of the great day of God Almighty.

Whether this collection of kings, and great effu

fionof human blood has been fulfilled in the com
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bination of Pelnits, upon the principles and for

the avowed purpoſe of reſtoring monarchy and the

popiſh religion in France, and the dreadful de

ſtruction of human lives of which it was the occa

fion ; or not, I ſhall not undertake to determine.

You will , however, pleaſe to obſerve here , that

theſe predictions ftand immediately connected with

the pouring out of the vials ; the fourth of which

is ſaid to be poured out on the ſun , and the fifth

on the feat of the beaſt. Now all interpreters

agree, that by the ſun we are to underſtand ſome

diſtinguiſhed potentate ; and many of them have

united in underſtanding it expreſsly of a king of

France, whoſe emblem was that of the ſun, and

their motto, “ Ne pluribus impar," that is , not“ ,

unequal to, or a match for many . And as it is

generally agreed, that by the beaſt here we are to

underſtand the popiſh hierarchy ; ſo it is as gener

ally agreed that by his feat we are to underſtand

Rome, the place of papal reſidence. And have

we not ſeen the ſun of monarchy not only obſcur..

ed, but become extinct in France, and the pope

driven from his ſeat, and out of his dominions.

Be this, however, as it may, ſure I am that as

the objects of this combination were wicked, fo

they have utterly failed in their accompliſhment ;

that ſince the beginning of the world , down to the

preſent day, in no equal period, does hiſtory in

form us, ofan equal effuſion of blood , and deſtruc

tion of human lives, by the ſword of war : and

that if this is but a prelude to a more formidable
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combination, and a ſtill more dreadful ſlaughter, it

will be terrible indeed .

a

܀ܢ

Whether then , my Brethren , this glorious day of

goſpel light and liberty, of which we have been

ſpeaking has yet dawned or not ; much ,evidently

remains yet to be accompliſhed , before it can be

ſaid to be far advanced. There is much corrup

tion and tyranny in the church and in the king

doms of the world to be yet deſtroyed . The Jews

are yet to be brought to the knowledge, and the

acknowledgment of the truth as it is in Jeſus'; if

not to be reſtored alſo to their own land. With

them is likewiſe to be brought in the fulneſs of the

Gentiles . And the Euphrates to be dried up ;

whatevermay be the import of the expreſſion, that

the way ofthe kings of the earth may be prepared .

Theſe things, however, and whatever elſe remains

to be done, will the Lord haſten in his own good

time.

An important branch of the ſubje & remains yet

to be conſidered : namely, To point out ſome of

the duties to' which, in prefent circumſtances, you

may be particularly called .

It will , I prefume, be readily admitted , by thoſe

who have been acquainted with the ſtate of ſociety

among us , from the commencement of the Ameri

can revolution, that the morals ofour people have,

in feveral reſpects, ſtrongly militating againſt the

intereſts of both civil and religious fociety, been

greatly corrupted ſince that period.
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Now a ſkilful phyſician will , in a cafe to which

he is called, direct his attention and inquiries par

ticularly to the following ſubjects ; the nature and

ſymptoms of the complaint ; the cauſes which have

contributed to produce it ; the ſtate and conſtitu

tion of the patient ; together with the remedies

which are proper to be applied.

As then there is , in ſeveral important reſpects, a

great analogy between the natural body, and the

body politic ; ſin , or moral depravity, in the one ,

being what ſickneſs and diſeaſe are in the other ;

and a ſimilar mode of procedure is proper in both :

I ſhall, in proſecuting this branch of the ſubject,

endeavour to anſwer the following queſtions.

Wherein doth this degeneracy and corruption , in

religion and morals, which is ſuppoſed to have

taken place , conſiſt ? What particular cauſes have

contributed to produce them ? What is our pre

fent ſituation ? And what the meaſures proper to

be purſued, in order to effect a reformation.a

Toprevent any miſtakes which might ariſe from

the mifapplication of what may be Taid, it is pro

per to obſerve ; that the ſubject of the preſent in

veſtigation is, not ſo much, what is the caſe in theſe

reſpects, in any particular place, or places ; as

what is the general ſtate of our country. The

Firſt queſtion, to which I am to endeavour to

give an anſwer is , Wherein doth this degeneracy

and corruption in religion and morals, which is

ſuppoſed to have taken place , confift ? This, then,
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I apprehend, will be found to have taken place

both in principle and practice. This, indeed, is

what might reaſonably be expected. Theſe will

invariably be found mutually to produce and to be

produced by each other. Bad principles will , as

naturally, lead to vicious practices, as an evil tree

will bring forth fruit correſponding with its nature ;

and ſuchas are become corrupt in practice, gener

ally reſort to bad principles as a vindication of their

conduct in the view of the world, as well as to quiet

the clamours of their own conſciences,

• With reſpect to corruption in principle , Socini

an , Arian , Armenian , and ſome other heterodox

notions, are , I preſume, well known to be more

prevalent, particularly, in ſome of the eaſtern

States ; formerly famous for their purity in theſe

reſpects, than they then were . An open and

avowed infidel was once a phænomenon among

us. He was conſidered as a monſter in human

ſhape, and beheld with horror. But, of late, have

we not ſeen many ſuch , without any great degree

of infamy or diſgrace annexed to the character ? A

profligate and debauchee were then generally def

piſed and avoided as a contagion and peſt in foci

ety . Has not the number of ſuch increaſed ? And

are they equally deſpiſed and ſhunned ? Is there

the ſame reſpect generally paid to the inſtitutions

and ordinances of religion there formerly was ? Is

there the ſame diligence and faithfulneſs in family

inſtruction and family government ? Is the fame

honeſt induſtry in procuring a ſupport, generally

practiſed ; the ſame punctuality in paying juſt

1
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debts ; the ſame integrity and fairneſs in dealing ;

the fame kindneſs and friendſhip ; and even a pro

portionate degree of temperance and moderation

in the modes of living prevalent now , that were

formerly ? Thoſe of you, my Brethren , whoſe per

fonal knowledge qualifies you to anſwer theſe queſ

tions, will, I'am perſuaded , with reſpect to moſt,

if not all of them, reply, the caſe is not now, as it

formerly was.

>

Second. We propoſed to enquire, what particular

cauſes have contributed to produce this degeneracy

and corruption. Theſe are numerous. Permit

me to direct your attention to the following, which

are ſuppoſed to have had a ſpecial influence .

The controverſy which took place between Great

Britain and America excited, and in a great degree

engroſſed the attention of all ranks and deſcriptions

of men among us. As then any one intereſt or con

cern , occupying the mind, tends, in the very nature

ofthings, proportionably to exclude all others ; ſo

this had an unhappy effect in diverting the atten

tion ofmany from the moſt intereſting and import

ant of all concerns : thoſe of their ſouls and eter

nity.

War is always unfavourable to religion and

morals . The war in which we became engaged

on the ground of this controverſy, called out, in its

different ſtages, a great number of our induſtrious

and orderly citizens, from the retreats of piety and

virtue, into the field . This , whilſt, on the one hand ,

E

a
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it removed them from under the regular adminif

tration of the word and ordinances, (thoſe happy

means of inſtruction and wholeſome reſtraint) ex

poſed them , on the other, to all the ſeductions at

tendant on the diffoluteneſs of a camp, and to all

the temptations connected with a military life . The

effect was peculiarly unhappy on our youth ;

many of whom , removed from under parental in

ſtruction and reſtraint, fell a prey to vice.

a

>The depreciation of the paper currency, from

the opportunity which it afforded to fome, for ſpe

culation, and to others for paying their juft debts

with a comparative trifle, gave a deep wound, ef

pecially to the moral honeſty of our country .

4

The funding ſyſtem , eſtabliſhed after the war,

tended to diffuſe a ſpirit of ſpeculation far and

wide. This is well known to have had a moſt un

happy effect,upon the community at large, as well

as to have produced the ruin of a number of indi

viduals . This ſpirit afterwards extended itſelf to

articles of commerce and property of almoſt every

deſcription ,

The great influx of wealth, occaſioned by the de

mand for our abundant produce, among the pow

ers at war in Europe, tended greatly to increafe the

inſatiable deſire of acquiring wealth .

The introduction and diſperſion of deiſtical

writings, where the ſoil was ſo prepared for ſuch

corrupted ſeed, had a powerful tendency to increaſe
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the corruption, and threatened, for a time, the prof

tration both of religion and morals.

a

Among the various things which tend to cora

rupt the morals of a people, there is no one that

has a more powerful and pernicious influence than

that of the theatre . This in its very nature, and

in every poſſible modification of it , is directly op

poſed to the genius and ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and

invariably proves a ſource of corruption, eſpecially

to youth , who are the hope both of the Church

and of the State . *

You will permit me, my Brethren , to mention

one other cauſe of continuing and promoting this

degeneracy. I mean that unhappy violent ſpirit

of party politics, which has ſo much prevailed

among us. In mentioning this , it is not my defign

to throw any particular blame upon one party more

than the other ; but barely to point outthe perni

cious effects which it has had on religion and morals.

Say then , has it not evidently tended to four the

minds ofeven good men towards each other, and to

produce coolneſs and alienation ofaffection ? Whilft

they have engaged ſo much of your time and atten

tion, has it not been, ſenſibly, to the prejudice of

the life and power of religion in your own ſouls ?

And have not many obtained a fupport, and acquir

ed an influence, to which, from their general cha

racter, they were not intitled , becauſe they were ſup

poſed to be neceſſary or uſeful to a party ? My

* See Doctor Witherſpoon's Serious Enquiry into the nature and effects

of the Stage, Vol. III. of his works.



( 36 )

a

Brethren , your civil rights and privileges are of im

portance, and I may not condemn a due attention

to them . But your ſpiritual and eternal intereſts are

of infinitely greater importance, and have a pro

portionate claim on your time and attention . Nor

fhould the intereſts of religion and virtue ever be

facrificed to political and party purpoſes.

The third queſtion, What is our preſent ſitua

tion ? comes now to be conſidered .

Phyſicians ſpeak of a criſis, or ofparticular ſtages

and periods in diſeaſes of the body, which either

produce the favourableproſpect of a recovery ; or,

by increaſing the ſymptoms of danger, threaten the

death of the patient. The attention and care of

the practitioner is, at ſuch periods, peculiarly im

portant and neceſſary ; and his ſkill willbe parti

cularly manifeſted in laying hold of, and making a

proper uſe and improvement of ſo critical a junc

ture.

Sach periods are there in the moral and religi

ous, as well as in the political ſtate of ſociety :

periods when there is encouragement to attempt a

reform , from the probable proſpect of ſucceſs ; but

which, if neglected or miſimproved , render the caſe

more deplorable and hopeleſs. Such, my Brethren ,

appears to me to be the caſe with reſpect to our

felves. The preſent is, in my view , a favourable

opportunity for attempting and effecting a reform

ation. Peace promiſes to be happily reſtored

among the contending nations abroad ; and we
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continue to enjoy the bleſſings of peace at home.

Some of the ſources ofſpeculation will, neceſſarily,

be dried up ; and the temptations to it , in general,

fewer than they have been . Infidelity is, evident

ly, in ſome meaſure abaſhed, and leſs impudent

and outrageous than formerly. Many, who had

been , in ſome meaſure, tinctured with it, have be

come ſenſible of its madneſs and folly, as well as

of its pernicious and deſtructive tendency. The

real grounds of political contention will, I truſt,

be ſuſpended, at leaſt for a time. Commerce pro

miſes to flow in a more regular and uniform chan

nel ; and our citizens to return to their former ha

bits of induſtry and economy. The revival of re

ligion in different parts of our country is a token

for good ; and affords ſome ground to hope that

the effuſion of the divine influences may become

general. Theſe, and, perhaps, ſome other things

which might be mentioned, afford encouragement,

and call upon us to make the attempt.

€

This brings me to the fourth and laſt queſtion,

to which I propoſed to give an anſwer ;,which is ,

What are the meaſures proper to be purſued, in

order to effect , a reformation ? This part of the

ſubject would admit of much uſeful enlargement :

but I muſt confine myſelf to a few general obſer

vations.

It concerns all then , who are the friends of re

ligion and morality, and I will add, of the civil

.and religious rights and privileges of our country,

and of its intereſts and proſperity in any point of
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view , to exert themſelves, in their reſpeive fta

tions and relations, to diſcountenance and ſuppreſs

every ſpecies of vice and immorality, and to pro

mote the intereſts of piety and virtue ; and eſpe

cially , to promote the intereſts of the pure and

undefiled religion of Jeſus Chriſt, which is moſt

friendly to the welfare and happineſs of man , both

in an individual and collective capacity.

>More particularly, in a few words, Let each in

dividual begin with his own perſonal reformation .

And let me caution you here againſt expecting

to effect this to any good purpoſe, but by the

power of the croſs, through the regenerating and

fan & ifying influences of the Holy Spirit. Let

heads of families be Atrict and faithful in family

inſtruction and family government. Cautiouſly

avoid yourſelves, and induſtriouſly diſcountenance

in others, indulgence in ſuch practices, and the

frequenting of ſuch places of public amuſement

and diverſion , as are either ſinful in themſelves,

or from the circumſtances attending them , neceſ

ſarily lead into temptation and the commiſſion of

fin. By your influence and example, labour to

promote the due obſervance of the Lord's day,

and a regular attendance upon the worſhip and

ordinances of the fanctuary. And, finally, let all

unite in fervent ſupplications to the God of all

mercy and grace, from whom cometh down every

good and perfect gift, that he would be graciouſly

pleaſed to pour out of his bleſſed Spirit upon our

city and upon our land, upon his church univer

fal, and upon all fleſh .
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Could you, my Brethren, be prevailed upon to

comply with theſe recommendations, and to enter

fincerely and heartily into the ſpirit of them, you

would, I am perſuaded , ſoon ſee the good effects,

and reap the happy fruits reſulting from them.

I ſhall conclude the whole, in the words of

God, by the prophet Malachi. Bring ye all

" the tithes into the ſtorehouſe, that there may be

“ meat in my houſe;" that is , be not deficient in

the duties incumbent on you ; " and prove me

now herewith, faith the Lord of hoſts, if I will

“ not open you the windows of heaven , and pour

you out a bleſſing, that there ſhall not be room

enough to receive it. "

FINI S.

7
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