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IsA1AH xx1. 11. 12.

Watchman, what of the night 2 Watchman, what of
the might 2 the Watchman faid, the morning com-
eth, and alfo the night : if ye will inguire, inquire
Je: return, come.

. Our Saviour {everely reproved the Scribes
and Pharifees, becaufe, that from natural caufes,
they could infer natural events; and from the ap-
pearances of the fky, in the morning, or evening,
predi&t the kind of weather which was likely to en- -
fue: but that they did not difcern the figns of the
times in a political, and moral, or religious point of
view. In bothgafes, the conneétion between caufe
and effe&, is the fame. From their {ubjetion,
however, to fenfe, from inattention, from depra-
vity of heart and perverfenefs of difpofition, and
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from their prepofleflions and prejudices, mankind
do not manifeft the fame fhrewdne(s and fagacity
in the one cafe that they do in the other. The pro-
vidences of God, whilft they accomplifh, they tend,
at the fame time, to unfold the preditions contain-
ed in his word ; and thefe, whilft, from their-very
nature, they are neceffarily involved in fuch a de-
gree of obfcurity, as to prevent their being known
or fully underftood until their accomplifhment ;
they, at the fame time, carry in them fuch a de- -
gree of light and information, as to afford, to the
judicious and diligent inquirer, a general know-
ledge and expe@ation of the event. This might
be exemplified in a great variety of inftances.
Some of them will naturally fall-in our way, in the
profecution of the {ubje&@ now before us. Let the
two following fuffice at prefent. Daniel, we are
informed, underftood from books, the number of
the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to
Jeremiah the prophet, that he would ‘accomplifh
feventy years in the defolations of Jerufalem.
And at the coming of Chrift there was a general
rumour fpread abroad, and a general expeétatiom
excited, no doubt from the prophecies refpetting
bim contained in the facred writings, that about
thdt time there would be a great perfonage born in
Judea, who fhould rule over all nations. Yet it
appears that, from the caufes which have been al-
ready affigned, the Jews, who were the depofitories
of thofe very oracles in which the Preditions, from
whence this rumour and this expe&ation originat-
ed; were contained, miiftook his perfon,” when he
appeared, and rejected him. " ‘
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It becomes .us, my Brethren, to be attentive ob-
fervers of the providences of God, and carefully to
examine the preditions of his holy word, that in
the expeftation of the great events which are to take
place, we may be prepared for them: that, forefee-
ing the evil, we may be excited to make the beft
provifion which may be in our power againftit, and
not be taken by furprife ; and that, anticipating
the good, we may hope and rejoice in the profpedt.

- .'The prophecy, contained in thefe two verfes,
and of which my text is the fubftance, is both fhort
and obfcure. Some have fuppofed that Dumah;
the country to which it refers, was part of Arabia,
whofe inhabitants were the delcendants of Duma,
the fixth fon of Ifhmael. Others, becaufe mount
Sier is mentioned, fuppofe that by Dumah is meant
Idumea, the country. of the Edomites.

- The words confift of two parts: a queftion, which
is-repeated, fuppofed to be put by an inhabitant
of that country, to the prophet, under the charac-
Aer.of a.watchman, and referring to the profpeéts
concerning it, “ Watchman, what of the night ?
. Watchman, what of the night ?” The anfwer to
this queftion confifts of two parts alfe : the firft
containing a direét reply to the queftion propofed,
-and the other a prefcription of duty. The reply
is in thefe. words, “ The morning cometh, and alfo
¢ the night.” It is well known that in the language
of prophecy, and indeed in fcripture language in ge-
neral, day and night are often put for the oppofite
flates of profperity and adverfity, of afflition and
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comfort. The import of the anfwer then is, that
¢here would be a viciffitude of thefe with refpe& tb
Dumah—The duty prefcribed is thus exprefied,
“if ye will inquire, inguire ye : return, come.”
Themegming of which may be, if ye be d:fpo{ed to
obtain more particular and fatisfatory mformattm,
return and inquire again.

. My.dqﬁgnis, to conﬁder the queftion here atked
as propofed, with refpet to the prefent times, and-
to endeavour to anfwer it from the general afpe&t
of the providences of God, taken in conneflion
with the predictions of his holy word ; and then to
point out fome of the duties to which, in prefent
arcumf{tances, you may be particularly called.

. We fhall confider the fubje@ both in a political
and religious. point of view : or as it refpetts the
- ftate of civil fociety, and as it refpe&ts the Church
of Chrit. The clofe and intimate eonne&ion {ub-
fifting. between them, renders this view of the {ub-
je&t proper, or rather, indeed, neceflary. Civil
and religious liberty, thongh diflin&, in themfelves,
will generally be enjoyed or loft together. The
fame enlarged views, and .the fame liberal fenti-
ments, which tend to {ecare the -one, will equally
tend to the promotion and eftablithment of the
other. And the fame {pirit of domination and luft
of power, which aims at inflaving the bodies, will
equally aim at inflaving the minds and confciences
of men. Communities, or bodies politic, will al«
ways be profperous and happy, in proportion to
the religion and virtue which they poflefs. '
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\ . Allthat can be propofed,:in the fhort time to
which .I nuft refiri€t myfelf, is, a few gleanings
from that extenfive and fruitfal field which lies
beforéus. And as I have always heretofore care-
fully avaided introducing, on the fabbath, or in
the courfe of my fated mimikrations, any fentiments
of a political nature, I fhall.indalge the hope that
though, on this extra occafion, I fhould in fome
meafure deviate from my general; praétice, it will
not be thought cenfurable: ard that I fhalk be
heard with. - patience and  candour, on this eritical
fubje®. More efpecially, as I have it not in view
to advance any thing upon it which I think can
be juft caufe of offence to:any, and to which 1 am
not neceﬁ'arlly l.ed by the ’fl.lbjd&. -

S RN o !

Tbc hirib qucﬁum t.heh 'to which 1am to end!ea-
vour to gibe an: anfwer is; what is the pteﬁmt flate
of thc pohucal wmld .3 ' .

Permxt me then to call your attention to a few

matiet wof fatk, as the befb premifes from whxch to

dmwdmpl:lnﬁm TN O SRS TS .

TR

Magna Chma, in a manner fartlbly obtamed '
from. king':Jolin; -after much war and bldodfhed;
nearthe beginning of ! the thirteenth- century, wad
the glory and boaft of the Britifl nation, and laid
the foundation of Britith liberty.: i Butto'whar, let
me afk, did-this celebrated infirument aspount ? It
contained, mdeed, the renewal and confirmation of
thofe invmumities and privileges, which the Barons
and their followers had enjoyed under the- Saxon
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princes ; and which they claimed under the cha-
ralters of Henry the I. and Henry the II. * But
this ainounted to no more than-a fecurity of fome
of their rights, to a part of the people.. Evidently,
the greateft benefit refulting from it ‘was, that the
commons of England hereby obtained a reprefent-
-ation in Parliament, or the great Council of the na-
tion. Defe@ive and imperfe&t, however, as-this
inftrument was, the reft of the world could fhew
nothing; in their’ forms "of governmient, that:was
comparable to it. .Upon the bafis of this charter,
at different-fubfequent. periods, feveral grants were
obtained from the erown, and feveral parliameata-
ry .a8s pafled, tending to extend:and’ fecure: the
rights and privileges of the- great body. df -the na+
tion. Various writers alfo arofe, from time to
time,. efpecially in Great:Britain, who diftinguith-
ed themfelves as advocates for civil and. religious
liberty, and who are intitled to high praiféfor. their
many Juﬁ fentnnents on thefe 1mportant fubje&s -

. The conteit wb.u:h amfe between Gr&st Bmam
and her then American colonies called’ up:ther at-
tention of mankind, efpecially of thofe who were
more immediately interefled in it; and affordeéd an
occafion for the more'full and free difcnffion: of the
pnncn_ples,of governmens.. - The views:of men wese
enlarged, and incr¢nfed light thrown' an the :ofigin;
 the pature, and the defign of government) and. the
rights and  privileges of the people.. - For’ America;
(I fpeak it, my Brethren, with a degree of exulta-
, tion, and with adoring'gratitude to the Soveréign
Difpofer of all things,) for America, in the courfe
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of Divine Providence, was it referved to exhibit to
the world the new and aftonithing {pe@acle of a
great and growing people, though a people of but
yefterday, meeting by delegates, chofen by them-
felves, to organize and eftablith a government for
them. In the American conftitution, we firlt fee
the rights of the fubje& defined and guarded, and
the power and duties of the ruler prefcribed and li-
mited, with any degree of clearnefs and precifion.
In this happy land, we firft behold the men of their
own free choice, vefted, by the people, with au-
thonty to enaét, and power to execute laws for the
good of the whole ; and thefe fupported and fub-
4 mitted to, from the rational perfuafion of their ne-
ceffity and ufe. Here alfo we firft fee the hetero-
geneous and inceftuous conneion between the
kingdoms of this world, and the kingdom of Chrift ;
which, from the reign of Conftantine, down to the
prefent day, has been the fource of incalculable
mifchief, both to the interefts” of-true religion, and
the civil and religious rights of man; renoun-
ced : each refting on their own proper foundatlon,
and exercifing, ‘refpectively, their particular and
appropriate rights and prerogatives. And you
will permit me, my Bret.hten, on this occaﬁon, to
congratulate you on the rational profpe&s which .
we enjoy, of having our conftitution preferved in-
violate, and our, liberties, civil and rehglous, ren-
dered fecure and permanent Our’ govcmment:
carries in its very bofom, what no other govern-'
_ment ever poflefled, the prmaples ‘requifite to its
corre&ion and amelioration : nar can the people
' be ever enflaved but through the groffeft inat-

"B
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tention, or until they beceme enﬂaved by theis
vices. :

- With refpe& to the other kingdoms and nations
of the world, it is well known, that at the declara-
tion of American independence, whilit many of
them groaned under the moft intolerable defpotifm,
but few of them enjoyed much that could be called
hbcrty either of a civil or religious kind. .

Themcan, I thmk, be but little reaﬁm to doubt,
that the revolution in:France took its rife from the
independence of America, and its concomitant
circumiftances. Whilft we deplore the diftrattions
and difireffes which have .taken place: in that
mighty nation, the occafions of which we may
have an opportunity to notice hereafter, we impute
them not to their caufe, but to its mifmanagement.
-In endeavouring to emaneipate themfelves from
that flavery under which they groaned, and to ob-
tain-their liberty, they had to contend with much
powerful oppofition,  both from within and from
without. It is not to be prefumed, that Provi-
dence has brought them thus far to fuffer them to
be finally difappointed in the great obje&- of their
purfuit. Having drank {o deeply: of the cup of
adverfity, imbittered by the unhappy ingredients
of anarchy and confufion, we would exprefs it as
the with of humanity, that they may foon enjoy
all the benefits and comforts of rational liberty and
good gmemment. ' '

Grateful my brethren, to all the fentlments'
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and feelings of the benevolent heart, are the prefent
profpeéts of peace being eftablifhed, among the
nations of Europe, who have been fo long invel-

- ved in all the calamities and diftrefles of war.

May we not hope; that having feen the madnefs
and folly, as well as fo feverely felt the fmart: of
thofe fcenes of devaftation and. flaughter, ‘in which
they have been engaged, they will mow fit down
with the mutual difpofition to cultivate and enjoy
the bleflings of peace. W hat matter -of rejoicing
would it be, to have reafon to believe that this
was the commencement of the period, when :the
inhabitants of the earth thould learn war no more;
when nation fhould no ‘more rife up againft mae
tion, or kingdom againft kingdom: but, beating
the inftruments of war into the implements of huf-
bandry, every one fhould fit under:his own vine,
and under his own fig-tree, and enjoy the good.of
the land, - whilft there fhould be none ta molet or
make him afraid ! When, oh when fhall nation ceafe
tobe the enemy of nation, and man of man ? when
will mankind admit, and be governed by the prac-
tical influence of thole important truths, that they
" are brethren of one great family ; . that they are par-
takers of the fame common nature ; that they are
defcendants from the' fame .original flock ; that
they are deflined: for the fame immortality; and
that the intereft of the whole is the intereff : of
each conflituent part, and the intereft of mry part
that of the whole. SR

If then, the fa&s which have been bneﬂy
brought into view, have been fairly ftated, there
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is, 1 think, juft ground to conclude, that the ori-
gin, nature, and defign of civil government, the
powers of the ruler, and the rights of the fubje&®
have been more thoroughly inveftigated, and are
more fully and generally known at the prefent,
than at any former period; and that the prineiples
and fentiments refpetling them, are likely to be
progreffive, and to obtain more fure footing in
the world. And we would fondly hops, that
both rulers and ruled, becoming wifer by the aw-
ful examples which have been exhibited before
them, fuch reformations in the kingdoms and go-
vernments of the world as are flill neceffary to the
liberty and happinefs. of mankind, will; in the
good providence of God, be effeted, net by vio~
lent convulfions, and the effufion of human blood,
but by the mcreaﬁng influence of truth and
reafon. - ,
It was propofed, in the Second place, to en-
deavour to anfwer the queftion, * Watchman, what
of the night?” in a religious point of view; or as
Teferring to the interefts of the church of Chrift.
And here the anfwer may be confidently given,
“ the morning cometh ;" if the day has not already
dawned. The morning of a long, a bright, and
a glorious day, infinitely furpaffing any thing the
church has yet feen or epjoyed. Of this, the fa-
cred oracles afford us the moft ample aflurance.
The original promile, and which, indeed, com-
prehended in it all the fubfequent promifes of the
gofpel, that the feed of the woman fhould bruife
the ferpent’s head, has, as it refers to the a&ual
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ftate of the church, as yet, had but a very partial
accomplifhment. ~ Let us attend a little to its im- .
port and extent, as it was gradually unfolded by

fubfequent promifes. It was firt promifed to

Abraham, that in him, and afterwards, more ex-
plicitly, -that in him and in bis feed; that:is, mi
Ifaac ptimarily, but ultimately and principally il
Chrift, who fliould defcend from him, fhould all
the families of the earth be blefled: Paffing over
the various renewals of this. promife to differtns
perfons in different forms, and at different periods
David, in the fpirit of prophecy, reprefents thi
Father as- addreffing his fon Jefus Chnft, whom
he had fet as king upon his holy hill of Zion,"in
the: following language : ‘“ Afk of me, and I flhit
« give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, ahd
¢ the uttermbft parts of the earth for thy poffeffion.”
Again he fays, « All the ends of the earth fhall
« remember, and. turn unto the Lord, and all the
« kindreds of the nations fhall worfhip before him.
. They that dwell in the wildernefs fhall bow bex
« fore him. The kings of Tarthifh, and of the
“ Ifles, fhall bring prefents: the kings of Sheba
“ and Seba, fhall offer gifts. Princes fhall come
¢ out of Egypt; Ethiopia fhall foon ftretch out her
“hands unto God. The heathen fhall fear thy
“ name, ‘O Lord; and all the kings of the earth;
“ thy glory. It fhall corhe to pafs,” fays the evan-
gelical prophet, “in the laft days, that the monn<
‘ ‘.“tain’of the Lord’s houfe fhall be eftablithed in
“ the top of the mountains, and fhall be exalted
“ above the hills; and all nations fhall flow unto
“it.” And he fpeaks of Egypt and Aflyria as
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inheriting the blefling of the Lord of hofts, togeth-
er with Ifrael his inheritance. But the time would
fail me in attempting to mention all the predic-
tions and promifes given by this prophet, of the
extenfion and glory of the kingdom of Chrift. " I
fhall therefore mention but one more, ‘which is
thort and very comprehenfive. < It fhall come,
« that I will gather all nations and ‘tongues, and
¢ they fhall fee 'my glory.” The prophet Daniel
tells us, that in the days of thofe kings ; that is,
under thé Romian ‘goyernment, the God of heaven
fhould fet up a kingdom that fhould not be left ta
« other people; that it'thould break m pieces and
“ confume all other kingdoms, and fhould ftand
« for ever; and’ that the- ftone, reprefenting this
¢ kingdom, became a great mountain; and filled
¢ 'the  whole earth.” In reference to'the fame fub:
je€t,: itis elfewhere faid by the fame prophet, “ And
« there was given him,” that is, Chrift, *“domin-
“ ion and glory,:and a kingdom, that all people,
¢ nations and languages fhould ferve him: his do-
“ minion is an' everlafting dominion, which fhalt
“ not’ pals away, ‘and his kingdoin -thit which
“ fhall not be deftroyed. And the kingdom and
“ dominion, and the greatnefs of the kingdom under
“ the whole heaven, fhall be given to the people
"« of the faints of the’Moft High, whofe kingdom
“ is an everlafting kingdom, and all dominions -
¢ fhall ferve and obey Him.” There is one other
prophecy which is fo full and explicit on thi fub-
je€; that 'I'cannot think of paffing it over in fi-
lence. I mean that by Malachi, the'1aft of the
Jewifh prophets. « And the Lord fhall be king
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« aver all the earth.: and in that day there fhall be
¢ one Lord and his name ane. From the rifing of
« the fun even to the going down of the fame, my
¢ name.fhall be great among the Gentiles, and in
“ every place incenfe. fhall be offered unto.my
“ name, and a pure offering: for my name fhal.l
i be great among the heathen, faith the Lord of
“ hofts.” :

. From the general tenor of thefe prophecies. an_d'
promifes, and of innumerable others which might
have beén added to them, it mult be evident, that

as yet they have bad but a very partial and limited -

accomplithment. At no period of the church has
her extenfion, her profperity, or her glory, cor-
refponded in any. confiderable meafure with: thenr.

I have only farther to add here, in regard to
this glorious. period of the church, fo frequently
reprefented in. fcripture; in which the earth fhall
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the fea, that it is {poken of frequently under
a fpecified time. In the boak of the.Revelation,
we are told, that Satan fhall be bound a thoufand
years, .and fhall deceive the nations no more untid
the thoufand years {hall be fulfilled; and that the
faints fhall reign with Chrift a thoufand years;
or, as it is exprefled by the prophet Damel, that
the faints of the. Moft. High fhall take,: and poffefs
the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. . Now
if we underﬂand this expreflion, “a shoufand
“ years,’ lltemlly, O what a long, glorxous, and
bappy period will it be! Baut if, according to the
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general Ianguage of prophecy, we confider each
day of thefe thoufand years, as reprefentmg a
year; or as amountmg on the whole, to the term

of 365,006 years, how is 1tnagxnauon fwallowed ,
up and loﬂ;m the profpe&' - o

Havmg thus fhewn you the fure and amplé
ground of conﬁdencc and hope in this cafe, I fhall
now endeavour to give a more dire& anfwer to the
queﬁxon before us.

_ The church of Chrift, agreeably to various pre-
ditions concerning it ; particulatly by the prophet
Daniel, 600 ‘years before ‘the commencement of
the Chriftian era; by our Lord himfelf, and by
his apoftles Paul and John, wasinvolved in a long
night of popifh darknefs, fuperftition, idolatry,
and tyranny. The rife of*this antichriftian power
was gradual. The apoftle Paul tells us, that the
fpirit of it difcovered itfelf even in his day. This,
1 think, ‘affords juft ground to conclude that its
fall will alfo be gradual: that is, by various
events at different times, tending, in the courfe
of Divine Providence, to undermine its power, and
to weaken its influence, until it be finally deftroy-
‘ed. Such was the cafe with refpeét to the capti-
vity of the chs in Babylon. They were carried
away at feveral different periods ; and their return
was alfo at feveral different times, each correfpond-
ing with the 70 years, to which it had been pre-
difted that their captivity thould extend.

- At the Reformation, this man of fin received a
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deep wound which has never fince been healed,
Since that penod the light of divine truth and lib-
erty has been maintaining an unequal combat, ex-
cept as they have been aided and fupported by
power from on high, againft that {pirit of domina-~
tion, darknefs and delufion, which has fo much
prevailed in the world. It is, hawever, I think,
evident that the advances which they have made,
and the ground which they have obtained fince that
time, have, upon the whole, been very confiderable.
This power, fo inimical to all the interefts of man,
has lately received a flill more deep and mortal
' wound and from which his recovery is flill lefs
probable g Whom, fays the apoftle, fpeakmg
of this power, “ the Lord fhall confume with the
« fpmt of his mouth, and deftroy with the bright-
“ nefs of his coming.” Whilft, then, the nations
fhall hate her, and, performing the part affigned
to them in providence, fhall make her defolate ;
why may we not fuppofe that the light of divine
truth, .accom_pamed by dxvme power, fhall co-ope-
rate to complcte her deftru&ion ?

1 cannot propofe entermg far into the wide field
of prophecy, even as it refers to, or is conne&ed
with the fubje&t before us ; nor, perhaps, is this
abfolutely neceflary. You will permit me to di-
re€t your attention, for a few moments, to two
particular prediGions, which evidently ftand clofe-
ly connefled in their accomplifhment, and both
which appear to have had their accomplifhment
in our own day. You will find them recorded in
the xi. chapter of the Revelation. I fhall begin

C
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with the Iaft of thert. Tt is in thefe'words: +THe
* fame hour thete was a great earthquake, and the
* tenth part of the city fell, and in the ¢drthquake
* were {lain of men,” or, a¢ it'is in the ongmaP
of the nathes of men, * feven thouldnd.” - -

- The generally concutring opmlon of thofe who
have undettaken to expound this predition, for'd
¢entury and an half back, and whén there was not
the leaft human probability of its taking p!ace
has united in underftanding it of a great commo-
tion and revolution in France. That fuch a coms
mmotion and revolution, juftly reprefented by an
earthquake, both for its fuddennefs, and the efi
fects which it has produced, has taken place in
France; that it was the tenth kingdom which, in
the order of time, arofe out of the fonrth great
“kingdom, or Roman empire; that it has fo fallent
as Yot to be a conftituent part of the papal hierar’
~ chy; that thoufands of men of high rank havé
been flain; and that the names or titles 6f men
have been totally abolifhed in it; is, I prefume,
well known, and will be readily admitted.

- This, you will obferve, is faid to have happen-

ed “ in the fame hour,” or to have taken place in
the fame period of time with the refurre&non df
the two witneffes.

'Gf thefe witneffes it is faid, that the beaft
fhould make war againft them, and kill them;
that their dead bodies fhonld lie in the ftreets of
the great city, ‘which is fpiritually called Sodom
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and Egypt, three days and an half; and that, afiey.
three days and an half, the fpirit of life from God
{hould enter into them; that they. thould ftand
upon their feet, and afcend up into heaven ; or be
greatly- promoted and exalted i the world,

. Herg, my Brethren, a.number of important
quer;es prefent themfelves. Who, it may be afk-
ed, are defigned by thefe witneffes? and why are
they faid to be two? What is to be underftood
by their being flain, and raifed again? And what
time is-intended by the three days and an half, in
which their dead bodies are faid to lie in the
ftreets of the great city ? '

. In endeavouring to folve thefe queries, and ig
that to give yon what I apprehend to be the trug
meaning of the predi&tion, I have to obferve, that .
1 fhall only give you the colle@ed opinion of fome
of the moft diftinguithed writers on the fubje.

~ In the 4th verfe of the chapter, we are told that
thefe two witnefles are the two olive-trees, and the
two candlefticks ftanding before the God of the
earth. Naw, if you will confult the iv. chapter
of the prophecies of .the prophet Zechariah, with
fome other paflages referring to the fame fubjeét,
‘I think you will find, that the two olive-trees, and
the two candlefticks were evidently defigned to re-
prefent Mofes and Aaron, Zerubbabel and Jofhua,
or the heads of the civil and religious departmenté
among the _]eWs, in the two different fituations of
the nation ; namely, their deliverance from Egyp-
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tian bondage, and their reftoration from their cap-
tivity in Babylon. This being admitted, we are
naturally led to infer, that the two witneffes here
fpoken of, are defigned to reprefent the friends
and fupporters of true religion, and the rights-and
liberties of men. Thefe aie fpoken of as two, not
only on the ground of the allufion juft- now mon:
tioned, but alfe to denote the vmdxty of t.hext
teftimony.

That their death and refurre€tion are figurative,
and to be underftood in a political and toral
point of view, is too evident to necd proof :

, Wnth regard to the time here fpecmﬁed and its:

application, it has been obferved, that though
there is a general uniformity in the languagé of
fcripture prophecy, yet this is fometimes: varied,
and is to be regulated by the conmeétion, and
other concomitant circumftances. Now, though
it be readily admitted that days, in the language
of prophecy, generally reprefent years; yet it is
contended that this is :not always the cafe, but
that they fometimes reprefent months. It is ob-
ferved farther here, that there is-a confiftency and
propriety always maintained in feripture language;;
and that thefe would be grofsly viclated;-had thefe
dead bodies beén reprefented as lying in the ftreets
of the city three months and an half.- The three
days and.an half here appear defigned to reprefent
the fame. period-‘fpoken of by Daniel, by a time,
times, and half a time. If then we underftand
them as lunar days, or months, for which the ori-
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ginal word ‘wma, here ufed, affords alfo confi-
derable countenance, then allowing thirty days to
a month it amounts to 105 years. :

. ot N :
* If it be afked to what penod in Franee, (for it
is to her, you will obferve, thefe prediCtions aré
fuppofed itimediately to refer,) is this reprefenta:
tion applicable ? I anfwer. By the recall of the
edi& of Nantes, which excited the attention of all
Europe, the rights and privileges of the nation,
both eivil -and religious, were eompletely - prof-
trated. This was done in the year 1685. If then
to this number you add 105, it will bring it down
to the year 17go, the very year in which the French
revoluuon took placc. :

lmmednately' preceding the account of the great
earthquake, it is-faid, that the witneffes ¢ heard 4
*great voice from heaven, faying, Comie up hi-
“ther; "And they afcended up-into heaven 'in a
« cloud, and their enemies beheld them.” -On
this paffage I fhall quote to you the words of a
celebrated writer, more than a century back. I
mean Doflor Peter Jurien. < Heaven,” he fays,
“¢ is the throne, it is the fovereign dignity, which
“in a ftate is exallly the fame that heaven is to
¢ the earth, in light, in luftre, in good or bad in-
¢ fluences, in fituation, and in elevation. From
‘ heaven; that is from authority, and the prince
““ who reigns; they heard a voice; they received
‘“ an order ; nat a fmall, clandeftine, filent voice;
“ but a great voice ; that is'a public command, a
“ folemn edi€t; and this voice faid unto them,
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< Come up hither.” Let us now apply this to what
is well known aétually to have taken place.—On,
the 24th of January 1789, Lewis the, XVI. the
then king of France, being urged to it by an un-
forefeen preffure of circumftances, and imperious
peceflity, iffued a decree convoking the. States Ges
peral, and inviting the three eftates to affume a
fhare in the legiflature, in order to accomplith 3
yeform. This was the more immediatp caufe of
the revolution in Frapce; .and in. this was the
foundation of civil and rehglous liberty, in that
country, laid. ,

s I am well aware that objefhions may arife in-
- the minds of fome againft fixing on the revolution
in France as the era of her recovering her civil and
religious liberties. - What, may it be faid, bave
we not heard their bla{fphemy, and feen nfurpa.
tion, anarchy, and all the concomitant evils. fol.
lowing each other. in guick. fucceflion ?—Yes, my
Brethren; and permit me to alk, What elfe, in
the very nature of things, bad you reafon to ex-
pet? So great were the corruptions of the
Romifh church  which was ..eftablithed among
them; {o abominable were ber.{uperltitions and
idolatries ; and f{o intolerable her uﬁ.lfpationsand
tyranny over the judgments and confciences of
men, that the great body of the natian were funk
to the loweft ftate of ignorance and vice. From
fuch a view of religion, men of fenfe and reflettion
turned away with abhorrence; and inftead of
having recourfe to the facred oracles, thofe pure
and genuine fources of true religion, for juft no-
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tions of i, théy renounced it altogether. In the
tnean tiiné the minds of a great proportion of thofe
who moved in tfie higher grades of life, and whofe
education and opportunities. 1¢d them to read and
to reflet; were prejudiced and- corrupted ‘by thé
deiftical writihgs of feveral diftinguithed writers
dmong them.’ And, which made this poifon the
mhore ' infinuating ‘and ‘dangerous; thefle writers
were; at the faxﬁe time, advocates for civil and re-
ligious Kberty. Alcéordingly, the reftraints which
they h4d been under bemg rémoved by the revo-
lution, this corruptxon in principle and ‘morals
burlt forth in all the hideous and deftrutive
forms of afhelfm deifm, ufurpatlon anarchy, and
diftratior. - :

Providence, my Brethren, feldom brimgs about
the great and'important events ‘which take place
in the world, in ways altogether conformable to -
the expe€tations and views of men. He makes
darknefs his -pavilion. By terrible things,
righteoufnefs, will he anfwer the prayers; efpc-
cially -of his pérfecated faints. The awfulnefs of
his difpenfation$ furprifes and aftonithes us: But
is it not exprefsly and repeatedly declared, that -
the downfal of antichrift will be with awful judg-
ments upon her, and upon the nations which
have drank of the wine of her fornication.

- Immediately following the two prediions
which we have been confidering, we are told that
the feventh angel founded; and that there were
great voices in ‘heaven, faying, ¢ The kmgdoms
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“of this world are become .the kingdoms
““ of our Lord, and of his Chrift; and he.thall
“reign for ever and ever.” Agreeably to the
predi€tion by the prophet Haggai, God fhook the
nations before the manifeftation of his Sen. in
fleth. . And when he has now. arifen to fhake
them terribly, it is for the acoomplifment of the
moft important purpofes. - The pefilential va-
pour of infidelity appears, in a.confiderable de-
gree, to have fpent.its force in France. Rehgxoul
toleration has prevailed -and flill prevarls in it,
Whilft this continues to he the cafe, it is a pro-
mifing {ymptom, and affords ground to hope.
And they are now, evidently, in a favourable fitu~
ation for eftablithing their liberties on a fure and
permanent bafis.

" In the midf of all the calamities and difireffes
of war, a miffiopary fpirit has. heen:poured out,
in a remarkable degree, efpecially in Great-Britain.
The hearts of the pious of different denominations
have been united in it. A number of miffionaries
have been fent out ; particularly to the Iflands in
the. South Sea, to Sierra Leone .in Africa, and to
the Eaft-Indies. The vigorous -exertions which -
have been made in fending the glad tidings of
peace and falvation, through a crucificd Redeemer,
— to the perithing heathen abroad, have alfo been
accompanied with ftrenuous endeavours to pro-
mote the interefls of religion at home by the efta-
blithment of fchools and by itinerant preachess.
The number of friends to the great dotrines of
grace, both among the laity and clergy, in the
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epifcopal church -ef ‘England, has, of late years,
greatly inoreafed. . The meafures which have been
adopted for promoting the interefls of religion, in
that kingdom,: have. been crowned with \vevy cons
fiderable fuceefs. A Mifionary Society fprang
ap at Rotterdam in Holland, an the midft of ithe
. war in whichithey were engaged. In adetterfrom
that {odrety to the one in this place, they informed
us, that they were taking meafures. for having the
Sctiptures, in the French lahguage, diffufed among
thie peoplo of  that natien. By a. letter from the
miffionaries of -the particalar Baptifts in England,
in:the Enfi-Indies, we are alfb informed, that they
had a- tranflation of the:foar Evangelifts into the
Bengalee language mearly completed from a profs
of their own ; and fent us a copy of this tranflation. '
of the gofpel by Matthew. This language being
generally known, promifes its extenfive circulation
and great ufefulnefs throughout that vaft country,
Several Miffionary Societies have alfo been formed
in America, which are ufing endeavours to fend
the gofpel among the Indians in our own :ceuns
- try. All the -attempts which have been hitherte
. 'made have been promifing, and fome of: them re-
'markably fo. A difpofition favourable to the re-
ception of the gofpel. prevails “more. generally
among them at>prefens than at any: former period.
‘The fociety of New-York have at prefent in their
employ, an Indian minifter whe labours among the
remains of feveral tribes on the eaft end of Long-
Ifland; a miffionary among the Chickafaw Indians
in the weftern patt of the State of Georgia; and a
miflionary among the fix nations berdering on the

D
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'lakes. -Among thefe laft mentioned they have alfo
two" fchools eftablithed.: The higher judicatures
of feveral churches in this country have been in
the pra&ige, for fome time paft, of fending miffion-
aries to preach the gofpel in our.new fettlements.
From the reports of the members of the General
Affociation of the State of Conneicut, in June
laft, it appeared, -that in feveral of their churches
there - were favourable appearances - of ' religion.
From the reports made by the delegates to the
General Affembly of the Prefbyterian -church,
comprehending all the ‘States in the Union fouth
of Conneticut, in May laft, it appeared that infi-
delity was confiderably on the-decline; that feve-
ral avowed infidels, in different places, had openly
renounced their infidelity, been hopefully - con-
verted, and had joined themfelves to the church.
We wete informed of the revival of religion in dif-

~ferent-parts, and of a more general attention to, and
ferioufnefs under, the inflitutions of religion, in
moft places, than formerly. Our Miflionaries' met
with-a favoyrable reception at the Natches, & place
formerly grofsly ignorant and corrupt. The prof-
pels of ufefulnefs there are:confiderable. Above
all, we had a long and circumftantial narrative read
to us, of a very extraardinary revival of religion
in the adjacent borders of the States of ‘Kentucky
and Teneflee. It ftated, that upon fome occa-
fions, people had affembled to the amount of be-
tweert four and feven thoufand, to hear the word

and to attend upon the ordinances of religion. By
letters fince that time we learn -that the work had
been progreflive, and had extended particularly
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into the interior parts of the State of Kentucky ;'

that upon .one facramental occafion in particular,
there .were upwards of twenty minifters prefent;
and betweé¢n. twelve and feventeen thoufand peo-
ple affembled ; -and that the-dilplays of the divine
power and grace were aftonifhing. ; :
- But, my. Brethren, notwithftanding thefe pro-
wifing appearances, from which fome of you, per-
haps, may be difpofed to think, with me, that the
day approaches, if it has not, in {ome meafure,
already dawned; yet if you expett that it will
progrefs with uniformly increafing light, and with-
out any: intervening clouds-and darknefs, I doubt
you are miflaken. You are to: remember .that
the papal hierarchy was conftituted of nine other
kingdoms;: befides that-of Frante.. A numbes. of
thefe are ftill. mvolved in the darknefls of .popifh
ignorance, {uperftition, idolatry,.and tyranny ;. and
of all of them we ‘may fay, .that they have cor-
tupted the pure and undefiled religion of Jefus
 Chrift, and trampled on the civil and religious
rights and privileges of men.. It is to-be expeét-
ed:then, both from the d!&ates of reafon .and the
declarationsof Scripture;: that as they have been
partakers in the fin, they fhall al{o.be fharers in
’thepumfhment* Lo T

L ey R : z_ ( . ‘.

I 1s. the opinion. oE a. number of: the moft _yudl-
cmus,nxpoﬁtars, that the. powring.out of the vials,
of which we have an account in the xvi. chaptér
- of the. Revelation, .is .emblematical of. the events

comprehended under the feventh trumpet. And -
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as the fixth trumpet appears to have ended with
the earthquake, and the circumftances immediately
conneted with it; and between this and the
founding of the feventh trumpet, it is faid, ¢ The
 fecond woe is paft y and behold the third woe

¢ cometh quickly ;” they have fuppofed that thefe

events will follow each other in rapid fucceflion.
This, they alledge, is farther countenaneed by the
angel, in the preceding chapter, {wearing by him
that liveth for ever and ever, that time fhall be no
longer; or that there fhould be no delay in ths
accemplifiment of the things which were to. fols
low. And by what our Lord declares between
the pouring out of the fixth and feventh. \uala,
¢t Behold I come gwc/zly ” : S

In the clofe of the xiv. chaptcr, we are- mﬁorm
ed of the gathering of the vintage of the earth, and
of the treading of the great wine-prefs of the wrath
of God; where it is faid, that blood eame out of
the wine-prefs,” even unto the horfes bridles, by
the {pace of a thoufand and fix hundred furlongs.
And under the pouring out of the fixth wvial, in
the following chapter, we are told that three un-
clean fpirits like frogs came out of the mouth of
the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beaft, and
out of the mouth of the falfe prophet, which are the
fpirits of devils, working miracles, which go ferth -
unto the kings of the whole world, to gather'them

to the battle of the gr&t day of God Aln:nghty

: Whether this colleéhon of kmgs and great effu-
fion.of human blood. has been fulfilled in the com-
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bination of Pelnits, upon the principles and for
the avowed purpofe of reftoring monarchy and the
popifh religion in France, and the dreadful de-
ftruction of human lives of which it was the occa-
fion; or not, I fhall not undertake to determine. -
You will, however, pleafe to obferve here; that
thefe prediétions ftand immediately conneéted with
the pouring out of the vials; the fourth of which
is faid to be poured out on the fun, and the fifth
on the feat of the beaft. Now all interpreters
agree, that by the fun we are to underftand fome
diftinguifhed ‘potentate; and many of them have
united .in underflanding it exprefsly of a king of
France, whofe emblem was that of the fun, and
‘ their motto, “ Ne pluribus impar,” that is, not
unequal to,. or a match for many. And asitis
generally agreed, that by the beaft here we are to
‘underfiand the popifh hierarchy ; fo it is as geners
ally agreed that by his feat we are to underftand
Rome, the place of papal refidence. And have
we not feen the fun of monarchy not only obfcur-.
ed, but become extin& in France, and the pope
driven from his feat, and eut of his dominions. - -

Be this, however, as it may, fure I am that as
the objeis of this combination were wicked,. fo
they have utterly failed in their accomplifhment ;
that fince the beginning of the world, down to the
prefent day, in no equal period, does hiftory in-
form us, ofan equal effufion of blood, and deftruc-
tion of human lives; by. the fword of war: and
that if this is but a prelude to a more formidable
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- combination, and a ftill'more dreadful ﬂaugbter it
will be terrible indeed. .

thther then, my Brethren, this glonous day of
gofpel light and liberty, of which we have been
{peaking has yet dawned or not ; much, evidently
remains yet to be accomplithed, before it can ‘be
faid to be far advanced. There is much corrup-«
tion and tyranny in the church and inthe king-
doms of the world to be yet deftroyed. - The Jews
are yet to be brought .to the knowledge, and the
acknbwledgment of the truth as it is in. Jefus ; if
not - to be reftored alfo to their own land. With
them is likewife to be brought in the fulnefs of the
Gentiles. And the Euphrates to be dried up ;
whatever may be the import of the expreffion, that
the way of the kings-of the earth may - be prepared.
Thefe things, however, and whatever elfe remains
to-be- done, will the Lord haften in his own good
time. - o

An important branch of the fubje&t remains yet
to be eonfidered : ‘namely, To point out fome of
the duties-to which, in prefent cxrcum&ances ‘you
may be parucalarly called :

- It will; I prefume, be readlly a&m1tted by thofe
who have beeri acquainted with the ftate of fociety
among us, from the commencement of the Ameri-
‘can revoltition, that the morals of oar peeple have,
in feveral refpefls, firongly militating againft the
interelts of both civil and religious fociety, been
greatly corrupted fince that period, -
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Now a fkilful phyfician will, in a cafe to which
he is called, diret his attention and inquiries par-
ticularly to the following fubjes ; the nature and
{ymptoms. of the complaint ; the caufes which have

“contributed to produce it ; the ftate and conftitu-
" tion of the patient ; together with the remedies
which are proper to be applied.

- As then there is, in feveral important refpedls, 3

"great analogy between the natural body, and the
body politic ; fin, or moral depravity, in the one,
being what ficknefs and difeafe are in the other;
and a fimilar mode of procedure is proper in both:
-I fhall, in profecuting this branch of the fubje&,
endeavour to anfwer the following queftions.
Wherein doth this degeneracy and corruption, in
religion and morals, which is fuppofed to have
taken place, confift ? What particular caufes have
contributed to produce them ? What is our pre-
fent fituation ? And what the meafures proper to
be purfued, in order to effeét a reformation.

To, prevent any miftakes which might arife from
the mifapplication of what may be Yaid, it is pro-
per to obferve ; that the fubje@ of the prefent in-
veftigation is, not fo much, whatis the cafe in thefe
refpefs, .in any particular place, or: places ; as
what is the general flate of our country. The

- ,,Firﬂ;lqueftion,; to which I am to endeavour to
.give an anfwer is, Wherein doth this degeneracy

and corruption in .religion and morals, which is
fuppofed to have taken place, confift ? This, then,
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I apprehend, will be found to have taken place
both in principle and praétice. This, indeed, is
what might reafonably be expefted. Thefe will
invariably be found mutually to produce and to be
produced by each other. Bad principles will, as
naturally, lead to vicious praélices, as an evil tree
will bring forth fruit correfponding with its nature 4
and fuch as are become corrapt in prafice, gener-
ally refort to bad principles as a vindication of their
condu& in the view of the world, as well as to quiet
the clamours of their own confciences.

: With refpe& to corruption in principle, Socini-
an, Arian, Armenian, and fome other heterodox
notions, are, I prefume, well known to be more
prevalent, particularly, in fome of the eaftern
States ; fermerly famous for their purity in thefe
refpeéts, than they then were. An open and
avowed infidel was once a pheenomenon among
us.- - He¢' was confidered as a monfter in human
fhape, and beheld with horror. But, of late, have
we not feen many fuch, without any great degree
of infamy or difgrace annexed to the charalter? A
profligate and debauchee were then generally def-
_pifed and avoided as a contagion and peft in foci-
ety. Has not the number of fuch increafed ? And
are they equally defpifed and fhunned ? Is there
the fame refpect generally paid to the inftitutions
and ordinances of religion there formerly was ? Is
there the fame diligence and faithfulnefs in family
inftruction and family government ? Is the fame
honeft induftry in procuring a {fupport, generally
praftifed ; the fame pun&uality in paying juft
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debts ; the fame integrity and faimefs in dealing ;
the fame kindnefs and friendfhip ; and even a pro-
portiomate degree of temperance and moderation
in the modes of living prevalent now, that were
formerly ? Thofe of you, my Brethren, whofe per-
fonal knowledge qualifies you to anfwer thefe quef-
tions, will, I'am perfuaded, with refpe@ to moft,
if not all of them, reply, the cafe is not now, as it
formerly was. - : -

Second. We propofed to enquire, what particular
caufes have contributed to produce this degeneracy
and corruption. Thefe are numerous. Permit
me to dire€t your attention to the following, which
are fuppofed: to have had a fpecial influence.

The controverfy which took place between Great
Britain and America excited, and in a great degree -
engrofled the attention of all ranks and defcriptions
of men among us. As thenany one intereft or con-
cern, occupying the mind, tends, in the very nature
of things, proportionably to-exclude all others ; fo
this had an unhappy effeét in diverting the atten-

_tion of many from the moft interefting and import-
-ant of all concerns: thofe of their fouls and eter-
nity. : :

‘War is always unfavourable to religion and
morals. The war -in. which we became engaged
on the ground of this controverfy, called out, in its
different ftages, a great number of our induftrious
and orderly citizens, from the retreats of piety and
virtue, into the field, This, whilft, on the one hand,;

E
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it removed them from under the regular adminif-
tration of the word and ordinances, (thole happy
means of inftruftion and wholefome reftraint) ex-
poled them, on the other, to all the feduions at-
t¢ndant, on the diffolutgnefs of a cawrp, and to all
the temptations conngfled with a military life. ~The
effe€t .was peculiarly unhappy on our youth ;
maany of whom, removed from under parental in-
firution and reftraint, fell a prey to vics. '

The depreciation of the paper currency, from
the opportunity which it afforded to fome, for fpe~
culation, and to others for paying their juft debts
with a comparative tyifle, gave a deep wound, ef-
pecially to the moral honefty of our country.

, The funding fyftem, eftablifhed after the war,
tended to diffufe a fpirit of fpeculation. far and
wide, Thisis well known to have had a moft un-
bappy, effet, upon the community atlarge, as well
as.to, have produced the ruin of a number of indi-
viduals. This {pirit afterwards extended itfelf to
articles of commerce and property of almoﬂ: every
defqnptxon. LT o

" The great mﬂux of wealth occaﬁoned by the de-
mand for our abundant produce, among the pow-
ers at war in Eurdpe,, tended greatly to increafe the
infatiable defire of acquiring wealth.

_The introduGion and difperfion of deiftical
writings, where the foil was fo prepared for fuch
corrupted feed, had a powerful tendency to increafe
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the corruption, and threatened, for a time, the pro{'-
tration both of rehgxon and morals.

: vAmong the various l‘hmgs which tend to cors
rupt the morals of a people, there is no one that
has a more powerful and pemicious influence than
that of the theatre. This in its very nature, and
in every poffible modification of it, is directly op-
pofed to the genius and fpirit of Chriftianity, and
invariably proves a fource of corruption, efpecially
to youth, who are the hope both of the Church
, and of the State.®

 You will permit me, my Brethren, to mention
one other caufe of continuing and promoting this
degeneracy. I mean that unhappy violent fpirit
of party politics, which has fo much prevailed
among us. In mentioning this, it is not my defiga’
to throw any particular blame upon one party more
than the other ; but barely to point out the perni-
cious effe&s whichit has had on religion and morals.
Say then, has it not evidently tended to four the
minds of even good men towards each othet, and to
produce coolnefs and alienation of affeltion ? W hilft
they have engaged fo much of your time and atten-
tion, has it not been, fenfibly, to the prejudice of
the life and power of religion in your own fouls ?
And have not many obtained a fupport, and acquir-
ed an influence, to which, from their general cha-
rafler, they were not intitled, becaufe they were fup-
pofed to be neceflary or ufeful to a party ? My

* See Dotor Witherfpoon’s Serious Enquu'y into the nature and effc s
of the Stage, Vol I1L of his Works.
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- Brethren, yeour civil rights and privileges are of im-
portance, and I may not condemn a due attention
tothem. But your {piritual and eternal interefts are
of - infinitely greater importance, and have a pro-
portionate claim on your time and-attention.  Nav
fhould the interefts of religion and virtue ever be

' facnﬁecd to pohitical and party purpofes.

The third queftion, What is our prefent fitua-
tion ? -comes now to be confidered.

Phyﬁcians fpeak of a erifis, or of particular flages
and periods in difeafes of the body, which either ‘
produce the favourable profpett.of a recovery ; or,
by inereafing the fymptoms of danger, threaten the
death of the patient. The attention and care of
the pra&litioner is, at {fuch periods, peculiarly im-
portant and neceflary ; and his fkill will be parti-
cularly manifefted in laying hold of, and making.a
proper ufe and improvement-of {a critical a juac-
ture.

Sach periods are there in the moral and religi-
ous,-as well as in the, political ftate of {ociety :
-periods -when: there is encouragement to attempt:a
reform, from the probable profpe& of fuccefs ; but’
which, if negleGed er mifimproved;reader the cafe
more deplorable and hopelefs. Such, my Brethren,
appears to me to be the cafe with refpeét to our-
felves.. . The prefent is, in my view, a favourable
-opportunity for attempting and effefling a reform- -
ation. Peace promifes to be happily reftored
among the contending nations abroad ; and we
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continue to enjoy. the bleflings of peace at: home.
Some of the fources of fpeculation will, neceffarily,
be dried up; and the temptations to it, in general,
fewer than they have been.. Infidelity is, evident-
ly, in fome meafure abafhed, and. lefs impudent
and outrageous than formerly. Many, who had
been, in fome meafure, tintured with it, have be-
come fenfible of its madnefs and folly, as well as
of its pernicious and deftrutive tendency. The
real grounds of political contention: will, I truft,
be fufpended, at leaft for a time. Commerce pro-
mifes to flow in a more regular and uniform chan-
nel ; and our citizens to return. to their former ha-
bits of induftry and economy. . The reyival of re-
ligion in different parts of our country is a token
for good ; and affords fome ground to hope that
the effufion of the divine influences may beceme
.general. Thefe, and, perhaps, fome other. things -

-which might be mentioned, afford encouragement,

.and call upen us to make the attempt.

~ This brings me to the fourth and laft queftion,
to which I propofed to give an anfwer; which is,
-What are the meafures: proper to be purfued,-in
order to effe®.a reformation? This part of. the
fubje&t would admit of much ufeful enlargement :
‘but I mufk confine myfelf to a few ge.neral .obfer-
- vations. : : . S

It concerns all then, who are the friends of re- .
ligion and morality, and I will add, of. the civil
.and religious rights and privileges of our country,
and of its interefts and profperity in any point of
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view, to exert themfelves, in their refpeRive fta-
tions and relations, to difcountenance and fupprefs
every fpecies of vice and immerality, and to pro-
mote the interefts of piety and virtue; and efpe-
cially, to promote the interefts of ‘the pure and
undefiled religion of Jefus Chrift, which is moft
friendly to the welfare and happinefs of man, both
in an individual and colletive capacity.

More particularly, in a few words, Lét each in-
dividual begin with his own per{onal reformation.
And let me caution you here againf expeling
to effett this to any good purpofe, but by the
power of the crofs, -through the régenerating and
fan&ifying influences of the Holy Spirit. Let
heads of families be firi& and faithful in family
inftruftion and family government. Cautioufly
avoid yourfelves, and induftrioufly difcountenance
in others, indulgence in fuch praGices, and the
frequenting- of {uch places of public amufement
and diverfion, as are either finful in themfelves,
or from the circumftances attending them, necef-
farily lead into temptation and the commiffion of
fin. By your influence and example, labour to
promote the due obfervance of the Lord’s day,
and a regular attendance upon the worfhip and
ordinances of the fanftuary. And, finally, let all
unite in fervent fupplications to the God of all
mercy and grace, from whom cometh down every
good and perfect gift, that he would be gracioufly
pleafed to pour out of his bleffed Spirit upon our
city and upon our land, upon his church univer-
fal, and upon all fleth.
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Could you, my Brethren, be prevailed upon to
comply with thefe recommendations, and to enter
fincerely and heartily into the fpirit of them, you
would, I am perfuaded, foon fee the good effeéts,
and reap the happy fruits refulting from them.

- I fhall conclude the whole, in the words of-
God, by the prophet Malachi. ¢ Bring ye all

¢ the tithes into the ftorehoufe, that there may be

“ meat in-my houfe;” that is, be not deficient in
the duties incumbent on you; “ and prove me

‘“ now herewith, faith the Lord of hofts, if I will

“ not open you the windows of heaven, and pour

“ you out a blefling, that there fhall not be room

“ enough to receive it.”

FINIS.
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