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ANECDOTES OF THE REV. GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

— OO

THE History and Character of the Rev. GEORGE
WHITEFIELD are very generally known. There
are yet alive in our country, many who ac-
knowledge him as their Father in Christ; and
“ will rise up, and call his memory blessed.” We
presume, however, that the following Anecdotes
respecting him are unknown to the most of our
readers, and will be perused with interest and
profit. Their truth and correctness are not to be
doubted ; as they are related by one who was well
acquainted with Mr. Whitefield’s most private
history. They are extracted from Mr. Jay’s Me-
moirs of the Rev, CorNELIUS WINTER.

THE time Mr. Whitefield set apart for prepara- -
tions for the pulpit during my connexion with him,
was not to be distinguished from the time he appro-
priated to other business. If he wanted to write a
pamphlet upon any occasion, he was closeted ; nor
would he allow access to him, but on an emergency,
while he was engaged in the work. But I never
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT.
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now
' received the Atonement.—Row v. 11.
R aaas
Ne. I.

,IN order to perceive the force of the powerful rea- .
soning which the apostle Paul, under the inspiration '
of the Almighty, employs in this epistle, it is neces-
sary to know something of the state of rcligiom
among the Jews at the time in which he wrote.

It is against the errours of-that people, crrours
likely always to arise'among those who, destitute of
grace, make a profession of religion, that the argu-
ment is principally directed. Simple information
was sufficient for the heathen who had recently em-
braced the Gespel. They were sensible that they
bad every thing to learn, and they readily submited
to the instruction which was tendered to them by
the apostles.  But much disputation was necessa
with the Jews, who thought that they already knew
the way of truth. - Proud of their descent, and- glo-
rying in their priesthood, the natural offspring of
Abraham did not hesitate in conceiving themselves,
independently of faith and holiness, to be the pecu-
liar tavourites of heaven.

The two sects, which, at this period, were mast
conspicuous in contending for power in the Jewish
church, are the Sadducees and Pharisces. The con-
tentions of these formidable parties had for a centu-
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ry distracted the councils of the nation, and corrupts
ed the religion established in Judea.

The former exerted their influence over the San-
hedrim, the Temple, and the Priesthood; and the
latter had obtained the principal direction of the
schools, the pulpits of the Synagogues, and the pre-
Judlces ‘of the populace. The Sadducees were sup-

rted by the most opulent of the inhabitants. Since
die days of Hircanus, who united in his own person,
the supreme ecclesiastical power, with the civil and
the military, and who was besides an intolerant
Sadducee ; the influence of the supreme council of
Elders, asd of thegeatbod y of the Priests, had
beea empleyed in favour of this sect®. Daring.
the reign of Janneeus, the Sanhedrim, with the ex-
ception of a solitary individual, consisted altogether
of Sadducees. Annas and Caiaphas, well known in
evangelical history, belonged also to the same sect.
The Sadducees rejected the doctrines of a special
e, of the immortality of the soul, and of
a fotore state. With such sentiments, the Jewish
supported by their tithes, and by the
learning, the wealth, and the power of Judea, pres
sented a formidable oppositien to the progress of
the gospel. They combined irreligion with a pros
fession. of the established system, which, on acs
ocount of its emoluments, they did not hesitate to sub-
scribe : a combination, which, however pernicious;
is, alas! far from being uncommon in other nations.

The Pharisees had, upon their side, by far the
gronter part of the common people. Assisted by
the scribes, they engrossed, in a great measure, the
mugistry of the synagogues. Amimated with a super- -
slitious zeal, making pretensions to an extraordinary

* Joseph. Antiq. lib. 13.cap. 11. & debel. Jud. lib. i. cap. 3, 4.
Vol I1].—No. 1. E
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piety, they contrived to inflame the minds of their
hearers with a spurious devotion, by their discours-
es from the pulpits, and: their unwearied- efforts to
dissemninate their sentiments by private conversation.
They accommodated themselves .to the ignorance of
the lower classes; they adapted -their.doctrings to
the gross conceptions, the prejudices and. the pas-
sions of the multitude ; they imposed upon the cre-
dulity, and succeeded in ensnaring - the consciences
of vast numbers in their own delusions. 'The. Pha-
risees professed 4.strict adherence to the. ceremonis
al law, an accurate: observance of the traditions of
the elders, and & patriotic .attachment .to the . libet-
ties and independence. of their country ;- and while
they urged  the doctrine .of .a future state, they
taught that salvation was secured to the, Jews, upon
the sole condition of, obedience to these external
rites, which they uniformly represented ag entitling
them to covenanted mercy. - - C

In the course of a few years. after the. ascension
of our Saviour into glory, great numbers of the Jews
embraced the Christian: dispensation ;- and. several
of the new coaverts were affected with the “ leaven
of the Pharisees and .of ‘the Sadducees.” , Several
carried along with them “from the..old to the new
dispensation of . grace, those false .principles which
are equally -opposite to both. T bey who had no in-
ward experience of the power of godliness, whatever
may have been their.protession, Aformed very -igade-
quate conceptions of the deep depravity and misery
of man, of the_ evil of sin, and of the metbod of sal-
vation through a Redeemer.. These expected just-
fication on some one of the three following grounds.

1. Some supposed that the Jews should be jusu-
fied on account of the piety of the patriarchs *.

+ Kim. Com. Hos. iii. 3. Pococke. Miseel. 170, 171. .



- The Dectrine of the Atopemens, 35
12, Others supposed that their lmowledge of the.
law would justify them *. . '

* 3. Séveral imagined that _;usuﬁcatlon proceeded
upon the ground of: their punctual peryormance of
those rives which had been enjoined wpen them in
the law given by Mosest. -

“Suchi: was the - degrading' idea whlch they - had
formed of the divine holiness, and the proud opinion
which they cherished of their own -excellence, that
they imagined the righteousness of his. moral go-
vernment would be amply.supported by awarding
to them exemption from punishment, and the fehcnty
of heaven upon one or other of these terms. ‘They
also laboured to unpnu the Geatiles, who discover-
d an clination to teceive revealed religion, with a
belief -in"the justness' of those crude sentiments.’
Such pernicious. doctrinesrequired refutation.. They
called for: a demonstration, frem the scriptures of
the Old Testament, for which the Jews professed
the most perfeet reverence, of those great principles,
‘upon-whichr the. salvation offered in the gospel, and
purchased by the Redeemer, necessarily depended. -

"Fhe inspired apostle, accordmgly, provides an an-
tidote to the'poison, in this epistle written fram Co-
rinth, to the charch-of Christ in Rome, and trans-
itted by Phebe, a gister remarkable for- her piety,
and her serviees to. tire church of Cenchrea, of
‘whieh' she-was a-member,-in the year 58.. .. .

- After “an ‘affectionate salutation, wn which he
magnifies his own holy and extraordinary office, the
" Apostolate, he-exhibits the righteousness of God, re-
quiring that wras be revealed Jram heaver against
all angodtmess and unrig lzteou:nm of men I By

* Rom. ii. 18. 17—29.

t Rom. iil. 28.  See also Mich. lnt vol 4. page%
¢ Chap. i. 17, 18, ' .
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an ample induction of facts, and- with arguments of
conclusive power, he proves both Jews and Gentiles
that they are all under sin; that every mouth may
be stopped, and all the world become guilty bejore
God*. DBy an inference necessary fram these pre-
mises, by the decds of the law there shali no flesh be
Justijied, he prepares the way for a declaration of the
righteousness of God manitested in justifieation by
grace, through the- redemption that ts in Christ
Jesus. It is thus, and thus only, that God is just,
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesust.
Io the fourth chapter he illustrates, by an explanation
of the case of Abraham, the nature of faith, and justi-
fication by imputed righteousness ; and in the fifth,
he proceeds to a discussion of the benefts flowing
from justification. After enumerating a variety of
Gospel blessings, the apostle, in the 8th verse, di-
rects the Romans to the spring from whence the
system of grace, with all its invaluable blessings,
flow—the love of God manifested in the death of
Christ. ““ But God commendeth. his love towards
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.” He then immediately states that the death
of Christ procures our reconciliation with God—
we were reconciled to God by the death of. his Son,
and declares the infallible certainty of the salvation
of all who are partakers of reconciliation—much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved. Upon
this footing believers have indeed cause to rejoice
in the Lord. The - apostle accordingly adds.in the
11th verse, e also joy in God through our Lerd
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the
Atonement. . S

The doctrine of the Atonement affords joy to be-
lievers, and is worthy of their attention.

® Rom. iii. 9. 19. t iii. 20~—36
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- Ks we propose to devote a series of Fssays under
this head to am elucidation of the doctring, it will
be necessaty, in this early stage of the discussion, to
inform our readers what 1deas we annex to the word
Atonewrent, as employed in a religious acceptation.
Correct definitions of the expressions employed in
designation of any important subject, are recom-
mended no dess by the nature of the case itself, than

the ‘best writers on the art of réasoning. We
apprehernd ulso, that in order to comprehend what we
shall hereafter. offer in proofof the fact, that Christ
has wiade atonement for sm,' and in illustration of
s nature and extent; recourse must be frequently
bad to-the definition which shall now be glven of the
srm i which we express ‘the doctrine. -

- By the Atonemént we mear, @

- That - which effectually  removes the oﬁ'ence of
#n, and procures for' the smnes‘ reconcnl:anén wnth
G Od . Lo gl .

- The common scwptnnon of !he word Atonement
certamly 'supperts-this definition.: It is umformly
employed' to signify adequate reparation for- an in-
sult or an njory,"ih order to restore' to friendship
parties’ at . variatce. - It occurs only once in the
striptures: of the New Testament, and that is in the
text which'stands at the fiead of this Estay. Rasarnayr,
s the Greek word: whieh s ‘thus rendered. The
translators were donstrained by the natare of the sub-
ject, to:tender it; in'évery other ihstance in which
1t - oceurs; by - the- Enghsh ‘word-—Reconciliation,
instead of Atonement¥. * This is exemplified: in the
verse which: precedes the’ text under review, and
which forms with it one argument. The corres--
ponding verb and pamcnple are used in that verse,

% 2.Cor. v. 18, 19. Rom.xi. 15.
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and translated —Reconciled. For if when we were
enemies, we were reconciled, (Ramaraywun *,) tor
God by the death of his Son, much more being re-
eonciled, (Karamrayory, ®.) we shall be saved by his
life. And not only so, but we joy in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whomn we have now re-
ceived the atoneroent, (kerarraym 1. ) .

From this passage it appears, that reconahatxon
with God, and eternal salvation, are inseparably con-
nccted ; and that both are of equal extent with
atonement in the New Testament acceptation of
that word. It also appears, how little is their
acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures who make a
separation between atonement and reconciliation, by
aswvmn;_, to the one a different extent from that
which is assizned to the other. Such separation is
grossly absurd. God is merciful and just. An ade-
quate atonement cannot, theretore, possibly fail of
producing reconciliation with him.

The Old Testament acceptation of the word—
Atonement, also supports our definition.

The Hebrew word is w>.  This root signifies to
cocer, as the primary idea, and from it are derived
the Saxon coffre, the French couvert, as well as the
English coffer and cover. The Hebrew caper or
copher, is first applied to the pitch which covered
the ark of Noah, and secured it from danger by
water, Gen. vi. 14. It denotes also Hoar-frost,
which cozers the ground, Exod. xvi. 14.—The Cy-
press, or Camphire tree, which covers from the heat
by its shade, Song. i. 14.—A covered how! or bason,
Dcut. xiv. 26.—The young Lion just forsaking his
covert, Jer. xxv. 38.—And a small zilluge, s a
covert or retired place in the country. Josh. xviii. 24.

* Atoned for. " 4 Reconciliation.
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bw is. the word, .also, for the mercy-seat, or the
cover of the ark of the covepant, Exod. xxv. 17,
which i3 rendered by the Septuagint, rsmus. Upon
this mercy-seat.of pure gold, God dwelt in the She-
kinah, and from it he communed with bis covenant
people from between the Cherubim, as a reconciled
God. The apostle Paul explains this mystery.
Jesus ‘Christ is the mercy-seat in whom God is re-
conciled. Rom. iii. 25. Whom God hath set forth
to be a propitiation, (bameer,) through faith in his
blood, to declare his righteousness for the Pemission
zﬁ sins. In Christ we have the w3, the propitiation,
the atonement for the remission of sins. }l)'o cover
sin, is, therefore, to pardon it—to remove the of-
fence far.reconciligtion. Blessed is he whose trans-
gressien_ is. fargiven, whose sin is covered. Psalm
xxxii, 1. . , , ,

. The Hebrew word, in all instances in which it is
applied to denote the effect produced by the pia-
cular oblations required by the law, and in which
our translators render it by the word—Atonement,
bears . its prim signiﬁca_tion to cover, in a moral
acceptation *. . It signifies covering the offencé of
sia for the .purpose of establishing a perfect recon-
ciliation. %hé verb is, accordingly, translated to
make Atonement, Exod, xxx. 15, to make Reconci-
Uation, Lev. viii. 14, to appease, Gen, xxxii. 20, to
be merciful, Deut. x3i. 8, and to_forgive, Jer. xviii.
'2S.  And the noun is rendered Ransom, Exod.
.xxx. 12, Satisfaction, Num. xxxv. 31, and Atone-
‘ment, Exod. xxix. Sé o

As we are convinced that’ important results in the

investigation of Scripture doctrines depend on this
critigism, we deem it proper further to add, that

* Num, xxix. 11. Lev. i. 4. and v. 6. &c. &kc.
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this idea is included in every application of this -werd
to the moral relations of man with man. The persom
ahose ox bad, through neglect, killed a man or we-
780, was penmtted by the law of Moses to. redeem
his life by a sum of money. This sum covered the
transgression, and established friendship. It was
called w>. Exod. xxi. 30.

. The punishment of a murderer, was, io no ouc,
to ‘be remitted. Nothing therefore could remeove
his offence, or reconcile society to him. Ye shall
take no satisfaction, (copher,) for the life of & mur
derer *. Even a bribe which by corrupting a judge,
covers transgression, is called by the same name t.

From this examination it abundaatly appears, that
the Scriptures of the Old Testament support our
definition ; that Atonement is but another name for
Satisfaction, Propitiation, or Redemption ; and that
it is mseparable from Reconciliation, the forgive-
ness of sin, or a pamclpanon in the mercy: and.
friendship of God.

* Num. xxxv. 31. t 1 Sam. xi. 5.

—--61"!!”’0“”“"6‘»

FROM THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR.
' ANELDOTE

IT is much to be regretted that the works of the
illustrious Calvin are so little read in the present
day. Every person who is acquainted with the
writings of our most eminent reformers, both ip
Emland and Scotland, such as Hooker, Cranmer,
I\nox, &c. knows that no man was hcld in higher
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A Sketch of the Life of the Rev. WILLIAM
HUMPHRIES, Pastor of a Dissenting Con-

- gregation at Hammersmith, in England, taken
_ from the Rev. RoBertr WINTER'S Sermon, oc-

v

casioned by his death.

—oto—

'THE Rev. WirLLiam HuMPHRIES was blessed

with a religious as well as a liberal education. When

“hewas only nine years old he began to seck after God :

baving at that early period received some impres-
sive views of the vast importance of religion, which
from that time he never lost. These views awaken-

" ed in his breast a desire to be useful to the souls of
. his' fellow-creatures, and led him to think of the

{ inistry as his future employment. By his friends

be was designed for the established church; but he

became, on full conviction, a decided, though a li-

beral Protestant Dissenter. Hence he was induced

to enter a student of the Academy at Homerton, in

1778, then under the direction of Drs. Conder,

Gibbons, and Fisher. In 1779 he became a mem-
Vor. III.—Ne. {I. I
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many towns, hospitals in which the necessitous are .
assisted. There are in every part of the country
bospitals for old men and old women, and for the
sick and wounded—orphan-houses and bedlams,
or mad-houses, and such like, which are governed
by their proper officers. The magistracy appoint
them, and they coatinue in office for life. Besides
many individuals bave, at their own expense, ereet- ,
_ ed buildings, in which they support old and needy
people. ; '
In many cities and a considerable number of
towns,. there are schools established. by the magis-
tracy, and it is the duty of the Consistory in every
congregation to provide good schoolmasters; that
the youth may be taught, not only reading, writing,
mar, and the liberal sciences, but also the prin-
iples of religion as maintained by the Reformed
Church. : : :
: ( To be continued. )
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT."

Ouwr Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now
received the Atonement.—Rom. v. 11

—PO—

No, II.

‘EVERY judicieus man subscribes, without hesi-

tation, the confession of the king of Israel, at the.

dedication of the. Temple, 1 Kings 8. 46. There is
Vor. IH.—No. 1L M
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no man that sinneth ot and it is impossible to
form a correct idea of the true God, without a per-
suasion of his justice and his holiness. With a full
conviction of the depravity of our own bearts, and
of the purity of the divine mind, how shall we ap-
pear before him? It is not imbecility of mind ar a
superstitious fear which dictates this inquiry : but
rather it is blindness or folly which prevents its be-
coming universal. It is a question of great interest
to every one who feels his obligation to reverence
the supreme Being—* Wherewith shall I come be-
fore the Lord, and bow myself before the high
God*:” Nature's light throws not even a solitary
ray upon the path of fallen man in this awful in-
quiry. Its answer is found only in the gospel of
Christ. '

Every system of religion, indeed, proposes for its
object the establishment or maintenance of friend-
ship or fellowship with the deity ; but the Christian
doctrine alone exhibits such friendship and fellow-
ship founded upon an atonement, which maintains
unsullied, the beauty of the  Lord, in the perfect
hatred and condemnation of sin. It alone secures
the salvation of the sinner, eonsistently with the
glory of Jehovah.

We have defined in the preceding numbert,
atonement to be,

. That which effectually removes the offence of sin,
and procures for the sinner reconciliation with
God. - '

We will now proceed to show that our Lord Je-
sus Christ hath made such atonement for our sins.
We assert this not as an opinion, but as a faet ;
and we appeal to the infallible oracles of God as
containing ample testimony. If, from a review of

* Mic. 6. 6. t Puge 37.
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this testimony, it shall appear that the Redeemer
hath indeed made ample satisfaction for the of-
fence, and in consequence of that satisfaction we
have reconciliation with God, the proof will be
-complete. With atonement, in any other sense of
the word, we desire to have nothing to do. '‘An
atonement offered where no offence éxisted, is an
-absurdity not to be charged upon the Bible. An
atonement which does not satisfy in the most ample
manner for the offence, is not worthy of an inquiry ;
and one, which, making satisfaction, does not pro-
cure reconciliation, although it may afford scope
for the ingenious sophistry of a smatterer in theolo-
gy, can never be recommended in the Christian’s
Maggazine, as the foundation of the sinner’s hope.

Christ Jesus has made atonement. T

It is assumed in this Essay, that mankind have
sinned. DBut this is no unscriptural assumption.
Rom. 5. ¥7. Death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned. It is also assumed that sin is an of-
fence against the great and holy God. So say the
Scriptures *. Conscience, also, that tribunal which
man places over his own actions and motives—that
faculty with which the Creator has endowed the
subjects of his moral government, proclaims the
offensive mature of sin. When awakened from
its slumbers, it raises its voice in condemna-
tion of our crimes; and {f our own hearts cox-
DEMN us, God is greater than our hearts. God's
law, emanating from his perfections as the indispen-
sable prerogative of his government, ))rescribes our
duty and condemns its violations. “ Thou art of
purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look
on iniquity—these things doth the Lord' hate ; yea,
they are an abomination to him.” A

* Hos. 4, 15. Jam. 3. 2. Rom. 4. 25.and 5. 15, 16, 17, 18, 20.
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In such a state of things, Jehovah, in mercy to
his offending creatures, devised a plan for our re-
storation to his friendship and iavour in Christ Je-
sus ‘our Lord,' Rom. 4. 25. who was delivered tor
our offences. That he made adequate atonement,
is a truth worthy ot all acceptation. The ditficulty
lies not in discovering, but in selecting and. arrang-
ing, testimony in its support. He bore our sips—
he suffered punishment in our stcad—he cffcred
sacrifice in our behalf—the satisfaction wkich he
made for our offerices is declared to be complete
—reconciliation is now procured vpon the tooting
of that satisfaction. ' Is there any thing else neces-
sary in order to support the doctrine of the atone-
ment? This is proof, clear, copious. and conclusive.

1. Christ Jesus bare our sins, 1 Pet. 2. 24. Who
his own self bare our sins in his own body on the
tree. He bare our sins on the cross. How did
he bear them? They are not substances capable of
being collected, and constituting a mass ot matter
that shall gravitate in a scale, or shall be bound
with .tangible cords to his body. They are qua-
lities of the state, disposition, and actions, of an in-
telligent creature. They are "Awwa®, a want of
conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of
God. How did he bear them? This quelity did .
not belong to his disposition or his actions. e is
holy, harmless, undepiled, separate from sinmerst.
How then did he bear them? This question must be
answered. The assertion is not without meaning.
He did not bear them as a mass of matter bound
upon his body. He did not bear them, as immoral
qualities tinging his soul with pollution. = They be-
came his by a legal transfer. He bare them by
imputation. He became a public representative,
and thus our guilt—our liability to punishment, was

* 1 John 3. 4. "t Heb. 7. 26.
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laid upon him. No other answer can possibly
bear examination 'in the light of truth. . Every other
reply is an evasion of the question. . It is a trifling,
a soul-destroying evasion. Christ ¢ould nat-have
otherwise borne our sins. God hath made him to
be sin for us who knew no sin*.. God hath made
his-holy Son to be sin for us, v« qua, in, our stead.
How is the Holy One made to_be sin? By havin,
sinful propensities actually infused into his soulg
Impossible! By bein§ made ta violate the rule of -
righteousness ? Equally impossible! He knew no
sin, eithér in his inclination or behaviour. He made
him to be sin by bearing our sins. . The Lord hatk
laid on" him the iniquities of us allt. He charged
to his account all our offences. This criminal:debt
the Redeemer undertook to pay. . By so much was
Jesus made a surety of a better Testament}, in
order to make atonement for our . offences,.and . to
procure for us reconciliation with God. . . . - -
Behold him elevated upon the cross,. ye holy disci-
ples! behold him, ye mourning sinners! He bears.
our sins on his ‘own body on.the tree—Calvary
groans—the earth trembles—the rocks are rent—
the sun is darkened—heaven frowns—the. tempest
bursts upon our Surety, and . C e
2. He suffers punishment in pur stead.. 1 Pet. 8.
18. For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.
Punishmeént is the penalty annexed to disobedi -
ence ; and the pain inflicted upon the offender is. in
proportion to the offence committed. : This pain is
the remedy provided in the constitution of the moral
world, for the evil of ,deviaﬁng, from, the laws of
rectitude. 'The hand of discipline inflicts pain for
the benefit of the subject, and the public goed may. .
®2Cor.5.21.  t Iea. 53.6. $ Heb. 7. 22,
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call for voluntary suﬁ'eringl,) or the exhibition of suf-
ferings under authority. Pains, however, endured
for the good of others, or the personal advantage of
the sufterer, are not always penal. It is essential
e punishment that suffering has becen merited : and
punishiment is due. to the criminal, entirely on ac-
count of the crime, independently of all considera-
tions of personal improvement, or the utility of the
example to others. This principle is as necessary
to the order of the moral world, as attraction 1s te
the material system. '

Our sins deserved punishment ; for the wages of
sin.is death®. Christ bare our sins and suttered
their punishment. He suffered for our sins, the
just for the unjust. These sufterings made atone-
meat. - They were penal, because they were on ac-

. count of sins. The punishment was endured by the

- Redeemer, as a substitute—the just for the unjust
—and the end is the re-establishment of the offending
sinner in the friendship of God—in order to bring
us 20 God.

A view of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ,
as making an adequate atonement for the offence of
sin is essential to the sinner’s hope. ¢ Surely he
hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows—he
was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities. It pleased the Lord to bruise
him; he bhath put him to grief+.” And wherefora
did it please the Lord? Becausc Jesus Christ me-
rited the cursed death of the cross, on account of
sins by himself committed? No. Far from it.
The Lord is well pleased for his-righteousness’ sake.
And lo, a voice ./’;'akm heaven, saying, this is my be-
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Did Jesus
suffer merely as a witness for the truth of his doc-

* Rom. 6. 23. t Isaiah 53.
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trine ? He suffered as a witness ; but not as a wit-
ness only. The doctrine to which he gave testimo-
ny, even in his death, the Son of man cdie not to
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to' give his
life a ransom for many, is the doctrine of the atone-
ment. Did he suffer as an example? Yes: but
net mcrely as an example. He patiently endared
tribulation in our redemption, and set us an exam-
ple of suffering patiently in our professien of faith
n his blood. The example is precious. It-is en<
couraging. It is effectual. But strip' the suffer-
ings of Christ Jesus of this character—they were
the punishment of our sins; and they then cease to
- be a salutary example: What! Meséiah suffered
for no sin? and yet it pleased the Lord to bruise
him! Such an example would be terrifying, -dis-
usting, detestable. What an example! That per-
ect innocence may be rewarded by Jehovah' with
the most. terrible pains!—An example, that God is
pleased to bruise his Son without a cause or an ob-
ject'—An example that the greatest holiness may
be doomed to the most exquisite anguish !-—An-ex-
ample, of cruelly taking the sceptré from the hand'
of justice, and sporting with the tortures of ‘one in
whom there was no fault, to whose account there
was none charged, who ought not to have suffered !
And is this the doctrine which the wisdom of the
world would persuade us to consider as more equit-
able than the doctrine of the atonement? The wis-
dam of the world is foolishness with God. :
Adopt the scriptural representation of the suffer-
ings of Christ, and all is consistent. ~Beloved of
God, holy and harmless as he was, he ought to
suffer. By the constitution of the covenant of grace,
he became our surety—he bore our sins—our guilt
was transferred to him—he must accordingly bear
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our griefs. Justice demands the punishment of our
sins.

Hear his own words: “ O fools, and slow of
heart to believe—ought not Christ to have suffered
these things and to enter into his glory*” Even so
might grace reign through righteousness—Grace
reign, in the constitution of the system, through jus-
tice displayed in the execution of the victim. For

8. Christ Jesus offered sacrifice in our behalf in
order to procure reconciliation for us.

Eph. 5. 2. Christ also hath loved us, and hath

iven himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to

od. To God he offered the sacrifice; for God
was offended and must be appeased, or we, whom
he loved, must perish for ever. The Redeemer is
the priest, who offered unto God the sacrifice, which
is our propitiation. He is, himself, the sacrifice,
which be offered unto God, for a sweet smelling sa-
vour. He gave his life a ransom for many.

From the earliest ages of the world, sacrifice
formed a part of the religious worship offered unto
God by fallen man. “ Cain brought of the fruit of
the ground an offering unto the Lord. And Abel,
he also, brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of
the fat thereof.”

The Hebrew ritual provided for this kind of reli-
gious worship in an eminent degree. The Priest-
hood, and the variety of sacrifices presented by
them, according to the Levitical law, gave a pecu-.
liar character to the whole system of ordinances ap-
pointed of God for his people Israel. These sacri-
fices were piacular. Therefore, we so frequently
read, in the law which required them, of the atone-
ment which they made {. We are, however, inform-

®* Luke 24. 25, 26. t+ Exod. 29. 36. & 30. 10,
Lev. 1. 4. & 4. 20. Num. 15, 25. &c. &c.
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ed by the word of truth “ that the law can never
with those sacrifices make the comers thereunto per-
fect. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls
and of goats should take away sins.” - "The great
object in view is taking away sins. And this object
is accomplished by the sacrifice which these repre-
sented—¢ through the offering of the body of: Jesus
Christ. For by one offering he hath. perfected' for
ever them that are sanctified.” Whatever 'other
ends the kind of worship, prescribed by the Old
Testament dispensation of the covenant of grace,
may hdve answered, the principal end, certainly,
was the exhibition of the doctrine of the atonement.
Moral sacrifices, such as praise, penitence, and
prayer, are always due from us to Jehovah; but
there is nothing of spirituality naturally connected
with the killing of beasts, or the burning of flesh
apon an altar. - o

‘Fhe -external acts of devotion, required of the
Hebrews, were well adapted to the minority of the
charéh. A form of worship, greatly symbolical,
was appropriate to a very illiterate age; andthese
symbols were peculiarly adapted to the preservation
of the descendants of Abraham from surrounding
idolatries. 'The whole systemn continually kept the
Israelites in mind of their dependence on God for
the fruits of the field and the increase of the fold.
But its principal value is its fitness to keep up a
lively cénviction of the offensive nature of sin, and
to prefigure the sacrifice which was offered by Jesus
Christ. The bloody victim directed the faith of the
heirs of Isaac and Jacob to the atonement of Christ,
the promised seed. ° ,

The apostles laboured to turn the attention of
their cotemporaries to this object. And the hand
of the Baptist is the index from the levitical sacri-

Vol. I11.—No. T7. " N
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fices to the one which gave them all their efficacy
—Behold the Lamb of Godwhich taketh away the
sin of the world! The epistle to the Hebrews,
throws open the doors of the Levitical tabernacle,
and all its rich gospel treasure is exposed to view.
Jesus hath an unchangeable priesthood. And every
high Priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices.

Christ through the eternal spirit offered himse(f
without spot to God. After he had offered one
sacrifice ﬁr sins, he, for ever, sat dvun en the
right hand of God*. Himself the priest, himself
the sacrifice, and tbe sacrifice offered to God for our
sins. Is not this ample atonementr Itis. Having,
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus, let us draw near with a truc
heart in full assurance of faith.

4. The satisfaction which the Redeemer made for
" our offences, is acknowledged in heaven to be com-
plete. Eph. 4 32. God, for Christ's sake, hath
forgiven you. :

_ Forgiveness of sin, is a covering of its offence
against God by the atoncment. The satisfaction
made by the Redeemer is declared accepted, there-
. fore, when God for Christ's sake grants pardon to

the offender. Thercforeare they before the throne
of God, which have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb. And he that
sitteth upon the throne having issued the proclama-
tion in the sinner’s favour, Deliver him from going
" down tothe pit ; I have found a ransom, declares

his satisfaction with the sacrifice—a sacrifice of a

sweet smelling savour unto God. It is impossible

it would be otherwise. The dignity of the High

Priest—the infinite value of the offering—the decla-

ration on the cross, J¢ is finished—the resurrection

from the dead—the glorious exaltation of Messial\
* Heb.7.24. % 8. 5. & 10. 12, & 22.
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—the gifts of the Holy Ghost—the salvation of the
sinner—These speak, yes, they declare with an ir-
resistible persuasion, that satisfaction for sin is com-
plete, and that '

5. Reconciliation with God is established on
the footing of that satisfaction.

- Rom. 5. 10. When we werc enemies we were re-

conciled to God by the death of his Son. There
cannot be given a more certain evidence that atone-
ment is made for an offence, than that reconcilia-
tion is fully established between the parties at vari-
ance. When the scriptures assure us, therefore,
- that we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, they testify that Christ bath made
adequate atonement for our sins. /Fe were re-
conciled to God by the death of his Son.

Shall it be said that the enmity is altogether on
our part, and that Jesus Christ died, not to appease.
the wrath of heaven, but to slay the enmity of the
buman heart? How could the death of Christ effect
this, otherwise than by making atonement for our
sins, and so procuring the blessings of sanctifica-
tion for us? Is it still insisted, that the barriers to a
reconciliaton with God are altogether on the side of
man, and that Christ came into the world only to
remove these barriers.. What? was the atonemens
then rhade to us in order to reconcile us? Were the
sacrifices of the Levitieal law offered to man?> Was
Christ Jesus ordained the High Priest of man? Did
be ofter the sacrifice to manr Did he pay the ran-
som to man? Is the scripture phraseology to be re-
versed, or is its meaming the reverse of is language ¢
Did Jesus offer himselt as the sweet-smelling sacri-
fice to man for the sins of the godbcad? And is this
the criticism  which shall overturn the doctrine of
the atonement ¢ Is this the criticism which shall ex-
plain the the scriptures rationally, and consistently,



100 THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE.

and without mystery? There is indeed enmity in
sinful man agzainst God. Yes: We grantit. Such
criticism is evidence of this truth.

The Redeemer having satisfied divine. justice by
the sacrifice of himself, slays the enmity of our
hearts by his gospel, by his grace, by his holy spirit.
We are reconciled to God, to his law, to his ordi-
nances, and to this gospel which proclaims salva-
tion through the blood of Jesus—the propitiation
for.our sins. 'Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: and all things are of God
who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ*.

e 009O-3:OOcoe—
FOR THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE.

The difference between a Speculative and Practical
Knowledge of the Truths of the Gospel ; or such
as an unconverted man may possess, and that
which is attained after experiencing the regene-
rating grace of thz Holy Spirit.

—ov0o—

THE soul that sinmeth it shall die. 'The death of
the body, and the death of the soul, as far as a soul
can die, are the inseparable consequences of dis-
obedience to the law of God. " The wages of sin is
death. In sioning, the divine image is lost; the
principle of spiritual life, by which an intelligent
creature is rendered capable of enjoying commau-
nion with God and living to his glory, is extin-
uished, and can never be recovered by the sinner
Eimself. The same almighty power which first be-
stowed it, must create it anew, or it will be for ever
gone. Spiritual death extends to all the faculties
of the soul. The understanding is darkened, the
will is at enmity against God, and %he affections
‘ " * 2Cor 5. 17, 18.
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Errors and absurdities of: the Par1sTs, touching the
doctrine of the Law and of the GospEr.

o~ 1. THEY erroneously conceive an opinion of
¢ salvation in the law, which only is to be sought in
« the faith of Christ, and in no other.
“ 2. They erroneously seek God’s favour by
“ works of the law: not knowing that the law, in
¢ this our corrupt nature, worketh only the anger qof
“ God. Rom. 1ii.
3. They err also in this, that where the affice of
 the law is diverse and contrary from the Gospel,
s they, without any difference, confound the one
“ wnz the other, making the Gospel to be a law, and
‘ Christ to be a Moses. o .
. “ 4, They errin dividing the law unskilfully into
‘¢ three parts,. into the law-natural, the law-moral,
 and the law-evangelical. :
“ 5. They err again in dividing the law-evangeli. -
Vol IIL—No. IV. 2B |
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ed commentator, Fri¢h, lived before the establish-
ment of the Reformation in their respective coun-
tries of Scotland and England ; and that it is com-
fortable to reflect, that the:same Spirit teaches the
same truth in all places and times ; as appears: n the
instance before us, which contains the Gospel with as
much clearness, (and would to GOD, it might not
be said, with mope clearness,) as among the professors
of a later day. _

T~ J=

FOR THE CHRISTIAN's MAGAZINE,
SOV

THE DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT.

— O

Our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have .;wow
received the Atonement.—Rom. v, 11,

—O—

B Ne. III. .
THE system of is an astonishing instance of
g L e of g s n ioniing it o
intelligent creatures in the universe, that attribute, in
a more remarkable manner than the whole creation,
The an who dwell in heaven, consider the salva-
tion of fallen men, through the atonement made by
the Redeemer for our sins, as eminently calculated te
manifest the divine wisdom. Eph. 3. 10. * To the
intent that now unto the principalities and powers in
heavenly places, might be known by the church, the
manifold wisdom of God.” ’

- o e -
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. Amuall t we lmtr; alrcadﬁ_ y-* c?;ﬁned, Shatwlu'qk
effect removes the offence of sin, and procures
j!; the sz’zner reconciliation with God: And we have
presented the readerf with ample evidence of the
Juct, that the Redeemer has made such atonement.
To this fact we may justly ap‘ply the words of otir
blessed Saviour, a few days before his death—*¢ The
stone which the builders rejected, has become the
"head of the corner; this was the Lord’s doing, and
it is marvellous in our eyes}.” But we cannot be-
hold with suitable admiration, the wisdom displayed
in the appointment of a Saviour, unless we have a
conviction of the necessity of satisfaction for sin, in
arder to be reconciled to God. There is no great
cause of admiration in the cross of Christ, if atone-
-ment for sin be altogether unnecessary. It is, there-
fore, the design of this essay, to prove, - - :
The necessity of the Atonement.

The Scriptures represent the sufferings of the Re-
deemer, as necessary for our salvation. The salva-
tion of a sinner, without the full punishment of all
his sins, is impossible. It is the election of grace
that renders necessary atonement by the Mediator.
We flatter ourselves that we shall succetd in our en-
deavours to prove, ina satisfactory manner, the truth
-of each of these assertions. This will show, both
the necessity of the atonement, and the state of things
which renders it necessary.

1." The Scriptures represent the sufferings of our
' Redeemer, as necessary to our salvation. |~

Thisidea is interwoven with all the doctrines of
-the Christian religion, so that we cannot for a mo-
ment lose sight of it, without destroying the very
marrow of the Gospel, and putting an end to all

* Page 57. t No. IL  § Mark. xii. 10, 11. °
Vol IL—No. IV. 8 C
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evangelical obedience. As a powerful motive tq
haliness of life, Christians are repeatedly put in mind
of the sufferings of the Redeemer in their behalf. Be
ye therefore followers.of God, as dear children ; and
walk inlove, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath
given himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to
God. - But if this sacrifice 1s unnecessary, it cannot
.constitute either an obligation to gratitude, or a mo-
tive to obedience. The man who exposes himself
unnecessarily to sufferings in my behalf, merits m

compassion; and if he have done this, witha good

design, supposing it to have been necessary, he has .

a claim upon my gratitude. If, however, he need-
lessly sported with his own comfort, knowing at the
same time that it was not at all necessary to my happi-
ness that he should suffer, he has conferred upon me
no obligation. Christ suffcred for us. He did this
with a perfect knowledge of all the circumstances of
the case. These sufferings must have been necessa-
Ty for our salvation, or they never could be urged as
a motive for evangelical obedience. .
The gift of Christ to die for our sins is exhibited
as both the decisive evidence, and the effect of un-
equalled love. God so loved the world, as to give his
only begotten Son, that whosocver believeth in him
should not perish but have everlusting life. This
gift, however, if we could have everlasting life with-
out an atonement, cannot be considered as evidence
of superior love. If God could have, consistenty
~with his own moral excellency, rendered one man
happy without subjecting any other to. pain, love
- would be better displayed in the immediate commu-
nication of the desired felicity, than by giving inna-
cence up to the most exquisite torments. If salva-
tion were attainable otherwise than by the cross of
Christ, the death of Christ is really of no value. For
if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead

L d
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tnvain. Righteousness in this text signifies that on

account of which the sinner is justified in the sight

.of God the supreme judge. To justify is not ta

condemn, and whosoever 1s hot condemned shall be
saved. Where righteousness comes, there salvation
also comes. The law is a system of moral ebliga-
tion divinely revealed to man. If righteousness can-
not come without Christ, by the law, it certainly can-
not come without Christ, through any other medium.
If salvation cannot be procured by obedience to the
divine law, we shall in vain look for it by any other
merit of our own. When, therefore, the Scriptures
teach us, that if righteousness come by the law then
Christ is dead in viin, they declare that if we could
be otherwise saved than by the death of Christ, that
event would have been worse than useless:’ ,
. The necessity of the atonement, evident from every
of the Christian doctrine, is- formally-acknow-
ledged by the Elders who sit around ‘the throne of
the Lamb. They, baving the harps of God, sing a
new song, saying, Thou wast slain and hast redeem-
ed us to God by thy blood. ~The felicity which the
celestial inhabitants enjoy, forbids the thaught that
Christ shed his blood, his precious blood mn vain.
The sufferings which he underwent are acknowledg-
ed as the &rice of their redemption. To these suffer-
ings, to the atonement made on Calvary, they cor-
dially ascribe their title to eternal enjoyment n hea-
ven. The necessity so universally acknowledged
must aris¢ from an adequate cause. The atonement
is necesssary, because, S
2. The salvation of a sinner, without the full pun-

ishment of all his sins, is impossible.

God cannot deny himself. His perfections are in
Erfect harmony. ¢ The most lovely idea we can

rm of the Deity, and whichat the same time, is the
most solid ground of our faith in his word, and of our -




200 THE CHRISTIANS MAGAZINE.
confidence ‘in the performance: of his’ promises,

that which' represents him as an uniform being,
whose attributes harmonize, and who is always con-
sistent with himself*.” Punitive justice is essential
to God. The holiness of Deity requires the punish.
ment of every sin. His honour demands the cendem-
nation of the guilty, and his truth the execution of the
sentence : therefore is it impossible that sin should
be unpunished, or that the sinner can be saved with.
out an atonement. :
“ The justice of God presides, as it were, in all
the divine decrees, actions, and words : there is no
egress of the divine will, though distinctly breathi
mercy, truth, or wisdom, but in respect of Gox
is eminently said to be justt.” Heis just and hav-
ing salvation}. He is just, and the justifier of him
#hat belicveth in Jesush. In the exercise of justice,
God is infinitely fiee from all constraint. None re.
sisteth his will with effect. . Although always free,
he cannot for a moment be indifferent whether he
shall act justly or not. This would be an. imperfec-
tion. Justice requires that sin be punished, because
sin deserves punishment. Every sin deserves puns
ishment; and what its demerit demands, justice
demands. “ If it be allowed that great crimes
should be punished in some measure answerable ta.
the heinousness of the crime; it will follow, that itis
requisite that God should punish all sin with infinite.
g;):ishment; because all sin, as it is against God,:
infinite demerit, and is infinitely hateful to himp.”>
Every:sin also must be punished. precisely accords
ing to its: demerit. t it deserves, justice re-
quires that it should receive. It is ot enough thaz:
sorne sins should be punished in order to give ani.

® Saurin, t Owen. § Zach.ix. 9. § Rom. 3.36.
I Edwards.. * -~ ce-
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evidence of God’s power to pumsh Justice de-
mands that no sin whatever should escape ; because
every sin deserves punishment, and it would be un..
jlist not to treat sin as it descrves to be treated. It
18 perfectly obvious, that if God may justly pass one
sin over with impunity, he may, so far es justice is
concerned, pass over all sins without punishing them.
This mode of reasoning is abundantly supported by
the - word of God. Thou art not a God that hast
pleasure in wickedness ; neither shall evil dwell with
thee: thou -hatest all the workers of iniquity. -Shall
mot the judge of all thé earth do right? %tglxtem
art thou, O Lord, and u hpn ght are thy judgments.
Thechvsq/‘sm:s deat, Hewdl er to every
one according to his works. The Lord-—that will by
m0 meansclear the guilty.
The consciences of men bear testimony to this
ciple, Justice requires the punishment of sin.
glb: heathen idolaters, in every part of the world,
were conscious that the divinity punishes the guilty.
We have in proof of this, their own poets, histo-.
rians, and philosophers. And we have a more sure
word in confirmation of this fact, respecti
heathen. Who knowing the judgment of G of that
they which commit such things are wort/zy of
&ntb*’ The conscience, which the hand of thc
ent God hath recently touched for convic:
tion, feels the force of this truth. The terrors of
the -Lord sun'ound him day and night. The ar-
rows of the. Almighty stick fust, the potson where:
of drmketll lilm spirit. He no longer doubts that
¢ every sin deserves the wrath of Ged both in thig
hfa and that which is to comet.” He feels that

lg\l:eous Lord. will nat clear the guilty. He
necessity of the atonement—of an atone-

'Romisz "y Shorter Catechism,.
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ment which does more than merely exhibit God’s
displeasure at sin in the abstract.” God’s displeasure
at sin is displayed in the torments of the damned.
The conscience, convinced of sin, seeks for an atone-
ment adequate to remove the offence of its own sins.
Not of some of its sins; but of all its sins. God
never can clear the guilty. While the guilt of any one
sin remains, justice necessarily demands punishment.
Justice is glorified in exhibiting pardon, as well as im
executirng vengeance. Therefore does the soul re.
Joice, because each pardoned sinner can say, Zhou

avest the iniquity of My sin¥*. '
ﬁr%hc death of gesf:/s Christ as a satisfaction for sin,
is conclusive evidence of the impossibility of pardon-
ing the sinner without the full punishment of all his
sins. He was made a propitiation for us, in order to
glorify divine justice by the punishment of our sins,
m his sufferings, that by his obedience we might be
made righteous. Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sinst.” What
sins ? Sin in the abstract? Did the idea of sin de-
serve punishment ? Is it the word sin that is punish-
ed? Isit against the word only that God is displeas-
ed? Sin, in the abstract, is nothing more than the
word. No. creature ever was guilty of it in the ab-
stract. Alas! Shall we suffer terms without mean-
ing to rob us of our scriptural language, and of our
Christian hope ? No. ‘The Redeemer suffered for our
sins—sins of individual persons actually existing. He
suffered the punishment of all our sins; the full pu-
nishment of every sin of every individual that shall
be saved. . Justice required no less. What justice
demanded, he suffered. Infinite wisdom fixed the
proportion. He is our * near kinsman,” and not a

* Psalm xxxii. 5. + Rom. jii. 26..
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remote monument of sufferings for sin in the abstract:
The Bible-langll_xlage is sweet to the soul. It hasthe
unction of the Holy Ghost. ¢ Surely he hath borne
our fgriefs, and carried ozr sorrows. He was wound-
ed for our n-m‘s:g:ssions; he was bruised for our
iniquities: the tisement .of our peace was upon
kim ; and with Ais stripes we are healed*.”

- -

The holiness of deity requires the punishment of

every sin. God is infinitely holy. Holiness is oppo:
sition to sin. The nature of God is therefore, infinite~
ly opgeosed to the immorality of moral agents. And
shall he not act againstit ? Shall he not take vengeance
upon our iniguities? Vengeance is mine; I will
repay, saith the Lord . Sins, for which no sacri-
fice is made, are unpardonable. For if we sin wile.
fully after that we have received the knowledge of
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
but a certain fearfil looking for of judgment, and
fiery indignation}. - There 1s a necessary connexion
between every sin, for which no adequate sacrifice is
made, and fearful judgment; because God is holy.
Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil; and
canst not look on iniquity §. It ought not to be
otherwise. It is impossible it should be otherwise.
For what._fellowship hath righteousness with un.
righteousness ? And what communion hath light with
darkness| ? o oo

The honour of Jehovah demands the condemnation
of the guilty. Honour and majesty are before him.

Every sin is a dishonouring of God, and a contempt of -

his majesty. The language of sin is, that God’s

displeasure is not worth regarding. And shall such.

hanguage be. justified, or permitted to escape with

* Isa. liii. 4, 5. + Rom xii. 19 " { Heb. x;26.
§ Hab.i. 13. | 2 Cor. vi. 14. ‘ :
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impunity ? The Ruler of the Universe cammot be
entitled to infinite reverence, unless the consequence
of contempt for his authority be infinitely awful.
Therefore every instance of rebellion st him
must be punished. “ If we could behold the infinite
- fountain of purity and holiness, and could see what
an infinitely pure flame it is, and with what a pure
brightness it shines, so that the heavens agopw im-
ure when compared with it; and then should be-
old some infinitely odious and detestable filthiness
brought and set in 1ts presence ; would it not be na-
tural to expect some ineffably vehement opposition
made to, it*?” : :
- Truth requires the punishment of every sin. . God
¢s Truth. He is incapable of misrepresentation or
falsehood. He has published a law for the regula-
tion of our conduct ; and to the transgression of his
law he hath annexed a suitable penalty. 7he low is
koly, just, and good. And cursed is every one whe
contunueth not in all things which are written in the
' book of the law, to do them. If there is tryth in
heaven, then it is impossible that the sinner can be
saved without the full punishment of all his sins,
The great God did not publish his law, and ‘utter
these threatenings, for his own amusement. If sin
is not prevented by the law, it must be punished.
Accordingly, the law is magnified in the obedience
-of Messiah, and the curse has taken, in him, as our
surety, full effect. He was made a curse for us.
Christ hath redeemed us from.the curse of the law .
It remains, that we prove, ..
- 8. Itis the election of grace that creates that state
of -things, which renders necessary an atonement by
-he vicarious sufferings of Jesus Christ.

* Edwards. . t Gal, iii. 13,



The Doctrine of the Atonement. 205

_ The introduction of sin into the world created the
mecessity of punishment. But if God had not de-
creed the salvation of sinners, there would have been
no necessity for an atonement. The election of
_grace, therefore, rendered it necessary that an ade-
“quate atonement should be made for our sins; and
“provided the Saviour, who alone was competent to
accomplish the awful and glorious undertaking. -

I

. The salvation of fallen angels was not decreed.
_There is, therefore, no sacrifice offered for them.
“Jesus took not on him the nature of angels. - ‘The
glory of God is maintained sufficiently in their con-
mnation to endless punishment. . :
. Justice requires no more than the infinite_punish-
.ment of that class of fallen men who have no interest
in the redemption purchased by Christ. And if
“there was no intention on the part of God to save a
-.of the human family, there would have been no ne-
-cessity whatever for any other display of the glory of
+ his justice than what appears in the flames of idl.

er ends, besides the salvation of the elect, are

- indeed answered by the atonement. That these
* ends, however, did' not render tt{le sufferings of
- Christ necessary, appears abundantly from the con-
“sideration, that vthcg" all depend upon the salvation of
' ellevers. God 1s glorified in the redemption of
*Jesus Christ; but this end of the atonement is in-
- separably tonnected with the salvation of his people.
" It is their salvation in this method that displays the
glory of Jehovah. Sinners are left ‘without excuse
by the atonement of Christ. But were it net for the
salvation of believers this end could not have been
‘answered by it. They are left without excuse, be-
¢ cause the most conclusive evidence is presented %o
all the intelligent creatures in the universe, that every..
sin deserves infinite punishment, seeing God him-
self could not confer salvation even upon those whom

Vor. III.—No. VI. 2D
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he loved from eternity, without punishing all their
sins in the sufferings of his own Son. Sinners are
left without excuse, because all' who shall be saved
‘ascribe their happiness entirely to the riches of divine
grace, and disclaim the most remote idea of personal
merit. They acknowledge that they, even they, did
‘themselves deserve condemnation. The voice of
reproach cannot, therefore, assail the ear of Jehovah
froni'the regions of misery. Sinners are left with-
out excuse, because a ﬁeat' ‘portion of the damned
are Gospel despisers.—Men who hear the doctrine
‘of the atonement taught, but do not believe it—who
haye the Bible, and do not love it—who are requir-
ed to ask salvation of God through a Redeemer, but
‘do not comply with the commandment—Men, to
whom' the blessings of the Gospel, eternal life -in
‘Chrrst Jesus, have been affectionately offered; and
yet make light of it.” Every mouth maust there-
. fore bc'sm&ped. Nor shall any be found, at the
last day, either in hell or in heaven, to deny the
‘necessity of the atonement. ' : C
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Memoirs of the Rev, Dr. JAMES LATTA, late
Pastor of the Congregation of Chesnut Level, in
the County of Lancaster, ( Penn.) .

D E

DR JAMES LATTA was born in Ireland, and
at the age of about six or seven years, came into this
oountry with his parents. The vessel in which they:
sailed being wrecked upon the American coast,and the
family records, as far as is known, destroyed, the time-
of his birth has not been precisely ascertained. From.
concurring circumstances, however, it appears, that
he was born some time during the winter of the year
¥732. When quite a child, he discovered a serious
thn of mind ; ‘and so remarkable was his attachment
to his bible, that during the three days and nights
he remained aboard of the foundered vessel, before
the family and passengers could be relieved, he kept
it continually under his arms.

Not only his seriousness, but his thirst for im-
provement and promising talents, with the advice of

Vol. 111.—No. VII, - ¥4
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE. ATONEMENT>

Our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we bcaemu?
received the Atonement.—Rom. v. 11, '

LR B

- ) - Ne, 1V. . iy e
LANGUAGE is the channel through which- wa.
communicate our thoughts, and the wards which-
we cmgloy are mere signs of the things about which:
we either speak’ or write. In discoursing i anyi
subject, thesc signs are frequently used wi am
soctating’ with them in the tﬁ;md of either the writes-
or the reader all the ideas which they represent ; ‘and:
this is usually ‘accompanied with no inconveniemce;>
Upon 4 plain and familiar subject there -is little .dame
ger that ‘the writer shall commit mistakes, angd it.is-
easy for the reader to detect the mistakes, should any 1
beé committed. But in matters of an,uncommen, ot
irftricate nature, the case is widely different, . Whea!
the style is highly metaphorical, and especially: when'
abstract terms are employed, both the writer and dhe’
reader may be easily deceived, and suppose a séh-
tence is perfectly intelligible, when in fact it is totally .
unmeaning. en we are much accustomed. to’
words which represent very abstract -or complex:
ideas, we cannot avoid fancying we understand them, -
although, 'as employed by the writer, they should
happen to have either no meaning at all, or an erro-
neoys meaning attached to them:1 Hehce the popalar,,
prejudice in favour of certain phrhses in both religion
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and politics, which are no more than the catch words
of parties} to which no” definiite ideas ate ammexed*.
Nor is this species of delusion confined to the vul-
. The most acute philosophers are greatly un,
gm.‘ﬂwm’é_ .. Mr. Locke, and the metaphysi:
cians of that school, have written many unmeaning
s about the term Jdea; and we have recently be-~
Kﬁiesa whele lenrned nation WOnfhki:ppiﬁ a mere word.
It is not to be supposed.that the French sationia! con-
vention intended to worship a faculty of the mind
of any individual man; but in doing homage to

reason, they deceived themselves by the sound of
word which is employed only as the sign 'e_quemi:
mentdl powers. The terms moral, power, pobty, and
miany other's, frequently employed by modern writers,,
afford:ample specimens in illustration of our remark.
Twothe same. cause we must, ascribe the unmeaping,
and etvonéous usé made frequently in religious bogks .
of the word Atonement, Were this word understood, ,
aid the scriptiral ideas, which it represents, associat-
ed,.in the mind of the writer, with the use which he
. makes of it, the controversy about the extent of the_,
atonemient would speedily expire. But so long as'a;
teym, 8o’ familiar to the eye and the ear, and we may ;
add,isodear to'the hearts of all pious men, continuesto |
be.emiployed without any definite ideas annexed to it, ,
the-church must experience more or less distraction.
frosa this controversy. | . .
- -\What is the extent of the atonement ;-~ot for what, .
sindid our Lord Jesus Christ make satisfaction to
divine justice ? This *important’ inquiry hath met
withi several very differént ‘replies in the Christian.;
warld: “We shall botlii(:xhib;t and cxamine, every.
B Divoide e v Lo . -3
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possxble rcply, and shall accordmgly state tho'queu
tion in every conceivable form.. - - - i

. 1. Did the Redeemer make atonement ﬁn allxﬂu:i:
sins whom he purposed to save, and forthmrsn
only ? or, o ,

2. Did he atone forwmeshsofallm&l’ or, r

3. For all the sins of allmankmd’ or, - .- ~'L

4. Did he suffer for sins indefinitely, w!thontmy
seference to the partxcular sms of any one mdxvdrud

?

One of thcse estions must necessu'ily be amx
swered in the a tive. There lsnoodmteom
ecivable h sis.

Those who have attentively pemsed the
numbers of this essay, are already aware that wuﬂnﬂ
answer the first of these questions in the afirmative.
This necessarily follows from the preceding reason.
ings. ..The atouement is of the same extent 'with the
nature, mumber, and magnitude of -the sins -of all
those persons wi who are elected to evedmmg life- bes
fare, the foundation of the world. * In assérting tins,
we do not gt all iatend to enter into a dmemsin
the question, whether, if the number of the-elect had.
been either greater or less, the suﬁ'enng!l of tedRé:
deemer must have been increased or- diminished
We desire not to be wise above what is written, and;
we most cheerfully allow the righteous and wise: God
to fix the proportion of punishment to sin..: We:are
completely assured that the atonement is adeduate 10:
all its purposes, and is precisely what it bught so-bes
That, it was designed to be, and actually is,a satigfer;.
dion to divine justice for all the sins of the -elect, we.
have an irresistible conviction producedby. s chr coneis
derations asthe following ; the unity of thedivine ooum-
sels, the nature of atonement, the economy of the
covenant of grace, and the. umform. tenour of Scriptu-
ral assemon, together with what we believe upon ex-
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amination to be the mconslstencxes of every ot.her

TR ) R T I i

1. Our first argument is- dcnved from the unity o(
thelivine counsels, .- Whatsoever is accomplished in
time was putpbsed .from eternity.. - The Holy Spmt
accordmgly urposed the sanctification of a chosen
number. om the Father did foreknow, he also
did predestinate. And, if there be no dissention in
heaven, the. urposeofthe Son must have beén,’ to
oy Jdouin bu»bj‘e for the very same namber.

The perfecnons of God forbid the idea of ascribing:

«of purpose, as- it respects either means
omnds, several persons of the godhead. ' The
love and gracc of God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghdst,
havb preejsely the same objects. - This dove, in the
parpose of: election;: as we have already' proved ®;:
produced the necessity of an atonementy and provided
the:Redegmer, whom, consldenng the g'uilt of ‘those,
whosire toibe- saved, that very guilt had nendered fie-’
dbssary. If an atonement is necessary, itily for expiat.’
lngi sih. That every sin shall receive adeguate punish.;
meht; is'the e 1smon -of -divine justice: 'l’hose'
sms,mhm:ﬂore which are not punished in’ thepem
of the rs, and those only, must be wnish.
edin the ings of the substitute. - The .
hdwever; do in fact, suffer: punishment exactly pro-.

to their guilt.

"+ Atonemént remains only to be made for those who
escapdbumshnwm The Father, having chosén the’
elect in Chyist, gave them to his Son in ordertobete-‘
dedmed: by hxsblood He laid upon him their ini- .
quities... ‘The Holy Spiri tdwelt in him as the head
abthe system of grace, and sanctified the saerifice’
wihich be maade, in otder to perfect for ever them that’
are sanctified. Sctdedy then,as it was, in the coun-'

\,\: (Jv / ol oo

s A Pdge 205’ te which the *rcmiep is referred
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cil of peace, that the Spirit should sanetify these:
are predestinated to' eternal Jife, is it'couféim%
Jesus; Christ should dissent from the heavenly ar:
rangement, and in despite of the end of his mission,
to expiate the sins of his elect, make his atanement to
bé ‘of more or less extent?  Election, conversion,
justiﬁcation, and the heavenly glory, have respect to
precisely the same individual sinners; an we can
perceive no reason why atonement should: be of
greater or less extent. The works and ministra:
‘tions of men, in dispensing ordinances, cannot re-
ct their fellow-men, as elected, because it is not
ﬁ)'we’d to us to inspect the secrets “of Jehovah ;
but ceftainly the Son of God does not labour under
this inability. #hom he did prédeitinate, them he
also called; and whom he called, them he also jiisti-
Jied; ‘and whom he Justified, them he also i\g?oﬁ ed.
"And'is it not for the very same persons that Jesus
suffered and laid'down his life? Or shall'God, in
‘very deed, condemn a soul for, whom’ Christ’ hath
‘died? Tmpossible ! For who shall ldy'any thing B
the charge of God's ELEcY? Who is he that con-
demneth? ‘Tt is Christ that p1ep.” Rom. Viii. 30.
33’34. -t ‘- ‘, . " . { :’u i 1‘1 oo
2. The nature of the atonement renders it necessd-
fy to consider it as of equal éxtent with the eléction

of grace. . A ,

ﬁn:vill readily be acknowledged, that Wher atone-
ment is complete, the offence has received expiantion,
and justice does not demand or admit of subsequent
punishment. If then the Saviour is to be considered
as having made a complete atonement, justice has no
further claim upon the sinner, and ‘he cannot come
into ¢ondemnation. ' We have already 'shotwn, * that
“atonement is that which removes the offenée ‘and pr
cures reconciliation®. It must accordingly have
) o ;'_,,*'Pa.ges”.‘ﬂ-—io.f 1 / ’ =

! .
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a8 the’stns of the elect. “TFfof 1&ss; Sotne peo-
e’ ave saved otherwise than by the’ blood of Jesus;
and f'for more, justice condemns where it has nd
1ig¥e' "W dre fully aware that some respectable wri-
ters Havl tancied that this view of the subject retidexﬁ
the safvation of the sinner more of debf than of grace,
dnd we 'hall bestow .upon this objection, in due
.fitﬁc‘,,’ a, Patieht examination.” We shall, at present;
only observe, thatif it be of deft, it is only so unto
Him thaf worketh, unto Christ Jesus; but unto him
shat worketh not, unto the sinner, it is still of grace;
even ' the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: mnor do
wé shydder af the consequences of ascribing to the
‘sgﬂ‘érin'gs of our Redeemer, the glory of our recon-
tlliation with God. - The pardoned soul shall make
bier boast in’ the Lord, and glory in_the cross of Jesus
Christ, without fear of being charged, on, that dcs
:'(‘:Ouﬁt,‘,\‘vith"dehyiﬁg_ thg:fmce‘ of the Father, w/io
ipared not his own Son, but delivered him wp ‘urto
the death for us. We knoy that the Father himself
foved, us, and gave his Son to die for our sins; but
e is never jealous that we ascribe to his Son ted
much of the praise of our pardon. ~ 7o the grace of
qur Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
gommunion of the Holy Ghost, the blessing of beliey -
ers, we can confidently look, upon the footing of an
atonement which enlists appeascd justice in our cause.
Being justified freely by his grace, is consistent with
‘the propitiation whergby he declares his righteousness
Jor the remission of sins. o
8. The covenant of grace provides atonement fdr
Jhe sins of the elect, aﬁ%lﬁnes it to them. o
;- 'This covenant 1s ordered in all things and sure.
In it the Father pramises to his Son the salvation of
dhe elect, upon condition that he, as ‘their publie
"head, shalt bear their iniguities, and make his soul an
offering for sin. The ‘Son “accepts the offer, and en-
Vor. JJI.—No. VII. $C - '
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to fulfil the condition. . This is the .covemns,
and it displays the gracc of both the Fathér and the
Son. The Redeemer appeared :in the: fulness . of
time madc of a woman, made under the law, and by
his obedicnce unto death he fulfilled the conditien: of
the covenant, Itis the fact of its being a covenaiit
arrangement, that renders the sufferings'of the Re-
deemer either acceptable to God, or tapable of avail.
ing for our redemption. - Indc;j)endemly of the eterz
nal covenant, the sufferings of Jesus Christ could not
have been; and if they had been, they could prove
no benefit to man; they could make no atonement
for any sin whatever:  Itis a common observation,
that the blood of Jesus is, abstractedly considered,
of such value as to save worlds.  And if by this ex-
pression it is intended merely to convey ‘the idea,
that our Redeemer did, by his obedience and death,
confer infinite honour upon the diviné law, and satis.
fy divine justice to the utmost, we admit fhe senti.
ment, however iticorrect the expression, "But apart
from the covenant, no such ends could be' answered.
Had he not uindertaken to represent his elect; the law
could have no demands on his obedience, ‘and hud he
not become a substitute for us by covenant , his suf.
ferings would have availed nothing. Had' thité been
no promise of salvation to his seed, upon' condition
of his fulfilling all righteousness, both his obediéh¢e
and sufferings would have been in vain. ' They
would neither dy)lcase God, nor profit'marn. ' ‘Suffey-
ings, abstractedly considered, have nothing ‘in them
to please a benevolent mind. The pains endured by
Messiah, could not thus delight his heavenly Father.
They accordingly could have no value, had they not
been considered according to a covenant constitution
as the atonement for the sins of those who were given
to him, in that covenant, to be redeemed by this very
price. Destroy the idea of representation, and the
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pains of the cross-téase to display God’s displeasure
atshi -Itis ho evidence of such displeasure to: make

the.innbeent suffer for sins'with which he has no con- -

nexion, - He.'must be jdentified with us, by a legal
<onséitotion, inn which, both he and the father agree,
that he bear :our sins, before displeasure at our sins
cstd appedr from his sufferings. For his elect, there-
fire,. be entered into covenant with God, and upon
this cavenant entirely depends both the value and ex-
tent of lns atonement :

i On,the Knowledge of Clerist Cruci 'ji&/" A

C R S crucxﬁed is the lib which triumpis
s?ull ‘3{'11 be studying to all c?érry;uty -This xsl:he
true Aatgor ugm, that which cures the soul of all its
maIadies and -distempers.  Other knowledge makes
mcn s munds giddy and ﬂatulent, this settles and com-
oses them. %thu knowledge is apt to swell men into
conccxts and opinions of themselves—this leads
]].lty apd sobricty. Other knowledge leaves

mm s Jliearts as it found them—this alters them, and
ma ces them better. So transcendant an excellency
t}}ere xp the knowledge of Christ crucified, abowe
e spblimes gsp;*culanons in the world. S;zllmg~
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Feiw Biblical critics have acquired higher reputation than ’
Michaelis. His Introduction to the New Testament is
an elaborate performance, extremely useful to the theo-
logical student. It is, however, with all its excellences,
replcte with unwarranted censures upon different parts of
the sacred text. The following Dissertation is a'season-
abie torrective to the objections which. he has offered to
the authenticity of the' Apocalypse, or book of Revelation.
“ We consider it,” say the editars ‘of the Christian Ob~ -
seryer,” (vol. i. p..726,) and we hearuly concur in opinion
with them, « WE consider it as important, not only be-
cause it rescues from undeserved condemnation a very va-
huable part of the sacred volume, but more especially be-
cause its influence will extend to the whole body of canon- -
ical Scripture, and will serve as a check to the temerity of
the German professor in other instances. Whatever de-
ference the reader may be disposed to pay to the authority
of so profound a scholar, on the very subject of his profes-
sion, he will suspect that the evidence upon which other
books (of Scripture) are rejected or questioned, has as lit-
tle foundation as that which has produced the rejection of
the Apocalypse.”—p. 723. A :
——rtD P

A Dissertation, in which the evidence for the Authen-
ticity and Divine Inspiration of the Apocalypse is
stated, and vindicated from the Objections of the
Late Prq/'essorJ D. JlIzclzaelz.:, by JouN CHAP- 5
PEL Woonnovsx, M. A.- ‘

S " CHAP. I .
‘" OF TIHE METHOD 'PURSUED N THIS INQUIRL

IN the following pages I propose to review the evxdence '
which has been adduced, for the authenticity and divine in-

Vol. 111.—No. VIII. 3H
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT»

»O",”" 7;Liord “Jesus Chrst, by whom we have now
.. received the Atonement.—Rom. v. 11.

' -

Ne. V. - o

THEORIES, which are not, in their first prindit
ples' and in all their parts, supported by the generil
tenour of Scripture doctrines, are unworthy the fajth
of Christians. They always direct the ! mind from
the ohly rule of faith, and encourage habits ‘of .argu:
mentation, without immediate reference to .thé word
of God. R
A talent for accurate and consistent réagoning is
certainly of great value; but it is of much greater,
« to be mighty in the Scriptures.” Every' senti-
ment, which does not perfectly harmonize with the
“Scriptural mode of expression, must be viewed with
a jealous cye; and if it does not correspond with
Scriptural principle, it must be treated as an intruder
into the system of Theology. That notion, there-
fore, of atonement; which separates the fact of Christ’s
death, from the other effects of the mercy and grace
of God, and holds it up, in its detached form, as an
abstract object of speculation, in which believersre-
ally have no more concern than any other creature
under God’s moral governmerit, we must treat as an
entire stranger to our theology. It may be the child
of ingenious theory—of a cold and * falsc l;.:'l-:il,oso-
phy ;”- but we have not so learned Christ. Christian-
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ity excludes from her system such a netion.: Ske
embraces as her own, that atonement, which sis botk
the -effect and evidence of sovereign grace, of -unes
qualled love, of infinite ntercy, and whichis insepara
.bly connected with the salvation of every individual
for whose. sins it was rendered.and aecepted. . An
atonement, which expiates Ais own personal guilt and
offence; is the foundation of the believer’s. j oy. .m
great lovewherewith ke loved us who is ri
and hatfi quickened us together with Chrise. .. 1 bve: 23
the faith-afthe Son of. Gad,wha laved wxmigm
bimself for ME. PN
5 That Christ died, in order to expaazc the m:gf Hc
elect, we have already proved, 1. From «he unity -of
the divine.counsels. 2. From the natureiof atenes
nicnt.: t}r heI*'r:.l)m the economy of the wn:gntuﬁ
ace. octrine is also su Poroed, 4. By ithe
gmfom tenour-of Scriptural assell')tlon. Dol 3' g
<- When the death of our Redeemer is mentioned .ot
tcferred to in the oracles of God, it is in:such sopnex:
ion, as shows that.it was des nedas a ‘bencfit,.only to
thode who shall in fct derw:iencﬁts fromiit;.and chin
the atonement was accordingly made. anly for. thoss
offences which shall have in fact been pardondd.::But
fwe must here appeal to the reader’s. own. kuowledge
of the sacred Scriptures. It would suliject ws:to.the
labour of transeribing a great part of the. hible; weré
we to quote every passage which supports aundoed
trie.. We shall only give a speclmen, smeargﬂ
ments, and subjoin references.
» :John x. 15—] LAY DOWN MY. LIFE: ru rm@
BHEEP.. . 18-—No man taketh it from me, but T 1Lav
T nows or MysiLe: J Aave vowER lo fay.dt
Adown, and 1. Mve{mwrrld take it.egain. . This cbss
‘AN DMEN ¥ heve I received of my Father.; 26-Ke
.RELIEVE NoT; beaawse:yegre NOT oF. MY SEREA
REK 20ved gweiknto them BXERNAL i LIER:S . :and
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iy shall wEvER PERISK, neitlier shall buip pluck
theni out'of’ my hond.. My -Father; Whgmﬁﬁlm
tneyis greaterthen all ; and NONE ¥8: ABLE T 0 FLU Ol
TEAS- OV T of my Father'shand, : i oriiop
. dn thest words the : Redeemer himbelf preclainid
tha fact.of his expiatory sufferings, and deseribes thd
fery : persens for whom: he rendered the: atonement.
ks death:is & voluntary saerifice, in obedience ‘to
that law- by which he is appointed Mediator. The
human life which he assumed was at his own
and: ageecably to the establishment of grace, under
which he acted, it was willingly offered for those whé
shaNdndact belfeve, who shall never perish, who were
givenito hitn .of the Father, to be redeemed and ade
mitted into everlasting life. He sufferedsdeath fdr
the :election of ‘grace ; and for their sins orily did he
mikeihtoncment.. All others: shall be pumshed.in
proportion to their sins; because their offences:are
undxpiated.: They déserve punishment §: and/ jus-
tice gives them. what they deserve. . . v ot toope o
o: Heoasserts: the foot—1 lay down my-life.-. His
nbodience unto death was pertectly voluntary. I ldy
& ddwnaf myself. The fact cannet be otherwise acs
ooiintdd , for.. .-He ocould ‘not. suffer against: his owa
svill. | ‘He'is limself the creator and governer of all
eoeatures. - ‘I'he Father himself had no power bvier

himy but iwhatiarose from his voluntary humilatied.

Nane:in -heaven, or on earth, could deprive Jesus
Christot dife, against his own will. No man tabeth
it (lite) from me. Ovdusmsgn avem ax’yuov; * Man is & sup-
plement,by the English translator.: - Tte expression
13, “None taketh i, (hfe,) from me.2 Earthy hel,
theaven, did:not take the life of Jesus fromdrim.: He
laid -ivdown of himself: © He: had'guthority: over-his
-obvn-life todispose of &t in this mannen: 1 fisve power
do: oy it dovon. + 'Fhe creaturehas no right over his
town dide. : 1 Hos did-wiot give:itvs+§le manket-proscrve
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it. ~Itisnot his own. Our life belongs to God. No,
man has a right to take away his own life, or sa lay it
dowan for the life of another. But Christ’s life was
his own. He voluntarily assumed our nature. He
is the Lord of life. All creation is at his disposal,
whether life, or death, or things present, or things to
come. No parallel can be found in the universe 1o
the substitution of the life of the Saviour for the sin.
ner’s; and analogies hcre, rather obscure than illus-
trate, unless it be an illustration by contrast. He had,
power not only to lay down his life, but also to tghe i¢
¢gain. Efugiar exo Gusxs avin. I have a fig[}t to Lly n
down.  Egema is not mere strength, but power of a
wmoral description. . _
. This right, which the Word made flesh had over his
own life, as the Son of man, he cxcercises, not indeed
in an arbitrary manner, but according to.that law.
which constituted him the head of the clection af
g}uce. He laid down his life in obedience to law.—

his commandment have I reecived ¢f my Father.
Appointed of God in the system of grace to redeem:
lost men, he, who thought it not robbery to be equab
with God, took upon him the form.of a scrvant, and
said—Lo! Icome to dothy will, O God. The es,
tablishment of grace constituted the obligation undex;
which the Redeemer laid down his life. . Coe
. Let us then consider the death of Christ clothed
with these circumstances, and inquire for whom did
our Redeemer suffer? We shall ascertain from his
own reply the extent of his atonement. J ky doun
my life For THE sEEEP. Christ’s sheep, to himself
well known, are those for whom he made atonement.
This is plainly asserted. We confess, however, that
it is not generally believed. Many of the Jews wha
heard the Saviour teach this doctrine, said, yerse 2Q.
He hath a devil, and is mad, why hear ye him?.
And we are fully awarc, that the same charge shall be
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advanest-hgainst usfor f:géaﬁng’ ‘this doctrihe. Be it
so.” 'Thi§ shall not atall affectitstruth. -+ = =
~~The' atuhetitent'which the Redeemer did, in flct,
frrake, by laying down his life, which he wifled to make;
which he had a right to make, and which the Father
commanded him to make, was for the sheep. =~ *
~This is a specific object. ' It is the one contemplat-
ed by the Father, and by Christ. The appointment;
the power, the will, and the fact, all the circumstances
of Chitist’s atoning sacrifice, haverespect to the sheep.
Who- are the sheep? He, who knows them well, an-
swets this question. They are those very persons’
whio shdll in fact be saved, who believe, in whom Jesus
has a special property, who were gien to him: by the
Father when appointed to be their Saviour. - - These
are the iunsomed of the Lord, predestinated to be
conformed 10 the image of his Son. These are the¢
shieep of -Christ, distinguished in his purpose of grace
from others in the world. Let not our adversaries, i
sentiment; ‘be wroth with ws. It is not we, but Ae!
thit makes the distinction.” He who suffered angels,
fo fall into sin, suffered men to fall into sin. - And he
who left ‘all fallen angels to perish in their sins, left
some'mien t6 petish in their sins. - Rebel angels have
25 much réason to’ complain, as rebel men have, that
they were not redeemed ; that is, no reason at all’
They ‘shall be, ¢very one, treated by a just God ac-
dording to their demerit.  He, who confirms int happit
neds - elect angels,” redeems to everlasting life, elect
men; and the angels that perish, and the men who
perish'for their sins, can gain nothing by their zeal’
against the doctrine. It were better for us o db Aiy
edmmandménts, than dispute his sovereignty. ' It weré
wiseér-to' give all diligence t3 make our calling and:
election-sure; than deny’ the doctrine of ‘election ind’
redemption: - Wee dischaith all agency of. oars; in de
teviiining the limits of thé/shtions -of theny that: are
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saved. Itis God that determines the extent of the
atonement.

The sheep for whom Christ laid down his life, are
those who, in time, believe in his name. Ye befeve
wot, becguse ye are not of my . The assertion
settles three points. 1. No one, who does not
to Christ’s sheep, shall ever, in fact, believe. 2. Every
one who bel to this fold, doth believe. 3. Thaose
who do in fact believe, are the very 3 for whom
be laid down his life ; H1s SHEEP. utthis,'dm
sufficient, is not all the proof this passage
Other characteristics of those for whose sins he made
atonement, are given by our Saviour. They shall
all, without exception, be Aappy for ever, in heaven.
They shall never perish. ir own sins, or falls,
shall not be permitted to destroy them; for then would
they perish. But for these sins atonement is made,
and the offender is consequently pardoned and accept-
ed. Their encmies can not destroy them, for Christ
has a peculiar property in them. Neither shall any
pluck them out of my hand. Unto his hands, as the
administrator of the covenant of grace, are they com-
mitted. He holds them inhlhis hand, and defends
them by his omnipotence, as his purchased property ;
the chu);ch of C‘xo‘(;,0 which he haspurchased with his
own blood. He has aright to demand their salvation.
And he has power to enforce his right. He has de-
clared the fact. Koy «exacu’;. No bemg in the
universe shall deprive him of them. The almighty

wer of the Father is engaged in supporting the
g(())n’s title to the salvation of all for whose sins he
made the atonement ; for these sheep were committed
by the Father to his care, that they might be saved.
My Father which g«;ve them me is greater than oll;
endnone is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.
This assertion settles, conw%ﬂ;e sheep for whom
Christ died, three points. 1. y are given by the
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¥athor to-les Sda,dnthe purpose bf: grice, as arl élect
sced. 2. The power of the Godhead is pledged ifi
dafentet ofl ther gift. . 3. No power “whatsoever can
separstedny of:themifrom their connexion with God
i Chest. «0Wu; Nl agesdes. The word Man, which
g foachd vin sour -common bibles, is, both in the
autl 29.verses, as 'well as in the 18 verse, a supple-
meeat; aid an improper one, because it restricts the
weeaning: of the text to 4 certain class of agents. But
®ic assertion defies all power whatsoever to bring into
condemnation, or future misery, any of those for
whom Christ died. - S
{.et-us sum up’ thé argument.” Those fallen sin.
nersof ‘the human family, for whom Jesus Christ was
gﬁoimdto' ‘make atonement by his death, for whom:
had a 7ight to make atonement, for whom he wills
ed-to-miake atonement,and for whose sins he did i
Jart: atene,are-his- sHEEP ; and his sHEEP are those
Billen siitmers who were given to Christ by the Father,’
iy whom Christ has a peculiar property, upon whom’
J¥ith is bestowed, ‘and who shall eventually be saved.\
~‘PHiig 13 the tiue state of the case, as God our Sa-
viour: Yiath himself described it.  Thus hath he pur-:
posed: that 'it- should 'be, and he knoweth that 1t is.’
. 'Fhesé ‘sheep'are known by name and number, only
unto-hitr who humbereth and narhes the stars of the
firthamiénti: We cannot pretend to separate effectu.
ally’ “¢’bétween cattle and cattle.” * We are bound to
judge: only of ‘appearances. In respect to visible so-
ciety, we can distinguish between the apparent sheep, ’
and the-apparent goats. And we'apply to-the visible
church, i addressing it, the characters of the church’
of'God. Butwe-do this with humility. 'We know that,
thére atepetsons to whonrthese characters only appear™
to-belong ; many to whom they’ do not really belong.
Biit ths ackmotvledgnient does not hakeé yoid the sys.’,
tehi-of griee: » Athough the adniifiisiration of exterfiat”
Vol. 1II.—Ne. VIII. 3L
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means is committed to imperfect men, and the charac-
teristics of the sheep may be apparently due and ap-
plied where they do not really belong, Jesus Christ,
who knoweth them that are his, never commits a mis-
take in describing them. Itis the design of provi-
dence that the elect shall not be perfectly distinguished,
to our view, on this side of time. But the reality of the
distinction between them and others will be cer-
tified and made visible to the intelligent inhabitants of
the universe on the day of judgment. Then alone
shall it appear to us, who are personally the sheep for
whom Jesus shed his precious blood. ~ #When the Son
of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of hus glory.
And before him shall be gathered all nations ; and
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd di-
videth his sheep from the goats: and he shall set the
SHEEP ON HIS RIGHT HAND, but the goats on the
left. Andthese shall go away into everlasting punish-
ment: but the RIGHTEOUS INTO LIFE ETERNAL.

We shall now state other arguments in support of
our doctrine, and subjoin references which the care-
ful reader may consult at his leisure. They will be
found equally conclusive with the text which we have
explained.

1. Texts in which the everlasting love of God is
connected with Christ's atonement, show that the ob-
jects of each are the same.

1 John 4. 9, 10. John 3. 16. Gal. 2. 20. Eph. 5.
2. 25. Rom. 8. 32—39.

2. Texts, in which those persons who undergoa
change of heart, are represented as they for whose sins
atonement was made by Christ’s death.

Col. i. 21, 22. Eph. ii. 5—7. Phil. i. 29. Rom.
vii. 4. Heb. ix. 14. Rom. vi. 6. 8.

3. Texts, in which justification and atonement ar¢
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exhibited as inseparably connected, and belonging to
the very same persons.

1 Pet. iii. 18. Col. i. 14. Rom. iv. 25. Eph. i. 6,
7. Rom. iii. 24, 25. '

4. Texts, which prove that those who are sanctifi-
ed, and those for whom Christ died, are the same,

Tit. ii. 14. Heb. i. 3. Eph. v. 25,26. 1 John. i. 7.
Heb. xiii. 12. Rev. 1. 5. and vii. 14. o

5. Texts which, by connecting the atonement
with the triumphs of the Christian over every enemy,
represent both as provided for the same persons.

Zech. ix. 11. lgev. xii. 11. Heb. x. 14. 19. Rom.
viii. 3. Gal. ii. 20. Rev. v. . Rom. vi. 4—6.
Gal. vi. 14.

6. Texts, which represent the death of Christ as
certainly procurin§ eternal life for his people.

Heb. ix. 12. 1John iv. 9. Eph. v. 25. 27. Col. i.
22. Acts xx. 28. Eph. i. 10. 14. Rom. viii. 32—39.

Here then we rest the argument upon the extent of
atonement, derived from the uniform tenour of Scrip-
tural assertions. Those few passages of Scripture
which are quoted in behalf of its universality, shall
hereafter fall under our examination.

But, for our own part, when we find in our Bibles,
that the objects of God’s eternal love, who are in fact
converted by his Almighty grace; who are, by his
Holy Spirit, united to Christ, and accepted in him as
pardoned ; who are rendered truly holy; who shall
certainly triumph over every impediment to their
complete felicity, and who are, by the power of God,
introduced into the kingdom of Heaven, when we find
these, and none but these, represented in our bibles as
the ransomed of the Lord, we cannot admit that the
atonement is of greater or less extent than the elec-

tion of grace.
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Memoirs of Rev. JONATHAN FRENCH, the
late much-esteemed pastor of the South Church
and Congregation in dAndover, Massachusetts;
By the Rev. Timorny ALDEN, A. M. Principal
of the Young Ladies’ Academy in Newark, Net-
Jersey®.
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THE Rev. JonaTHAN FRrENCH, descended from
ancestors eminent for that evangelical faith and prac-
ticet which distinguished many of the fathers of New -
England, was born at Braintree, on the 30th of Janu-
ary, 1740. He lived with his parents, following the
occupation of his father, who was a farmer, till he
was about seventeen years old. At this time he en-

® Some few details in thesc Memoirs, chiefly genealogical, arc
omitted, with the consent of the Authar. 'The Memoirg are publishcd
at full length in a Pamphlet.

Among these Ephraim Thayer and his wife were indulged the pe.
culiar satisfaction of living to sce fourteen children arrive at years of
maturity, enter a family state, and unanimously make the noble resolu-
lution of Joshua ; as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. Onone
communion occasion, they enjoyed the singular felicity of presenting
themselves, with the fourteen children God had graciously given them,
at the table of the Lord, to reccive the emblems of redeeming love! A
similar instance has seldom been found in the armmals of the Christiun
Church. .

Vol. 11I.—No. XII. 4Q
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT:

- Our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now -
' _ received the atonement.—Rom. v. 11. '

s b R O

No. VL.

THE love of truth, which ought to influence us in
our several researches, meets with- many impedi-
ments in its exercise. Natural disposition, interest,
prejudice, passion, even when they do hot succeed.in
A gestroying that love entirely, seldom fail in cutting

out the channel in which it flows. With the purest
motives, and with the best ‘talents for religious dis-
cussion, it therefore frequently happens that men’s
- .opinions differ on the most important subjects. It

is an evil which we lament, and for which™ the ofily
remedy is from above. At all events, the truth must
be sought out, and what we embrace as truth, we
. must defend. The subject of atonement, like many
other christian doctrines, is controversial und.
We would walk over it with reverence godly
"fear. O, send out thy light and thy truth, let them
leadme® i "
. Inpage 374, we stated the question, respecting
the extent of the atonement, in every possible form;
and we stated as one argument in defence of the sys-
tem which we maintain, the inconsistency of every
other hypothesis.

* Ps. xliit. a.
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'Fo the illustration of that argument this mumber
is devoted.

Did the Redeemer make atonement -

1. For the sins of the elect? or,

2. For some sins of e/l men? or,

3. For all the sins of all men? or,

4. For sinin general ?

We have alrcady exhibited our reasons for mun.
taining the affirmative to the first of these inquiries;
and we refer our readers to Vol. 1. pages 74, 75, fer
a view of the dilemma into which every man must
be reduced who adopts the second or third hypothe-
sis. We now sclect, for a somewhat mare particu-
lar examination, the doctrine of

INDEFINITE ATONEMENT.

There are obvious reasons for this sedection:
Many, who are otherwise upon what is usually call-
ed Calvinistic ground, suppose the atonement to be in-
definite.  The doctrine itself is so and so fat
abstracted from common view, and the imguage in
which it must be expressed so indetermindte, that its
inconsistency is less obvious than that of the other
opinions which we have mentioned and rejected.

he phrase * indefinite atonement,” communicates

ut a vaguc idea to the mind, and imparts to' the
doctrine a pliableness which renders it, in the opinion
of many, capable of harmonizing with any set of
tdeas which man may choose to entertain. relative
to evangclical truth. In examining, too, this sys.
tem, we virtually examine the fundamental doc-
trine of both the Arminians and Universalists, and
so preclude the necessity of more particular -atten.
tion to their arguments. This is the doctrine of uni-
versal redemption in its least obtrusive form. The
radical principle is evidently one—Messiak in his
atonement had no more.respect te the sina.of ¢ the
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elect”’ ‘than to =i} the transgressions: of mea: :And
the best defenders of universal redemption: have re-
course to thist hypothesis. It is.the ome adapted and
recommended by Arminius himself. S
The notion of indefinite atonement is not at all a
novelty in the Christian' Church. Several ‘writers
before the time of Arminius, made use of general
terms respecting the purchmse of Christ. - That
shrewd man was himself ﬂ:ln:lch“mmg cautious. and
vague in-his expressions, were Episcopius and
others ‘of his followers. - Some-of the cou]:tinental
writers, 100, who supported the Calvinistic system;
endeavoured. to generalize theology, and thereby put
an end to the controversy between the advocates of
universal and particular redemption, by teaching that
whatsoever is particular in the system of grace is to
be attributed, not to the satisfaction -which Jesus
miade for sin, but to the application of its benefits to
sinners 'according to the decree of Predestination:
This sentiment excited among divines, in the British
Isles, much semsation. In Scotland, zeat for the doe-
trine of indefinise:atonement, induced . several . mhinisz
ters and: congregations, in every other :sentimont
Calvinistic; to separate from all former. ecclesiastical
connexions, and organize a distinct Church; having
no- Christian communion with those who- differed
from them. . The Presbytery of that Church is now
extinet.: The doctrine, however, is still zmaintained
by miany divines distinguished for their talents- and
their piety, both in Europe and Ameriga. .Many of
its advecates, we are confident, consider themselves
&s opposed to.Arminianism, and arc: ot aware of the
comuidence of  their favourite doctrine, an the subjeet
of atonement; with the:sentiments of the. fourder of
that sect; and .yet-we cannotr state- theit: apinions
in words - merc appropriate than those which: he em-
ployed'about the sufferiogs of our Redeemer;:quotee
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as a subject of criticism, by the learned:Dr. Twisse,
Prolocutor of the Westminster Assembly of divines.
¢ Christby lis satisfaction only accomplished this
«“ much, that God now, consistent with the honour
« of his justice, might pardon sinners if he willed
« so to do*.” According to Arminius, the atone.
ment rendered salvation only possible ; and readered
it possible to a// men. According to our definiiont,
salvation is rendered certain to some—to the “ elec.
tion of grace.” Woe shall now take a view of the
classis argumentorum. The arguments employed
by the advocates of indefinite atonement are as fol,
low, viz. o . - .
1. It alone reconciles the exercise of- justice, with
the doctrine of salvation by free grace:
2. It alone lays the .foundation for an indefinite
Gospel offer. - ‘ e
8. It alone justifies either the ascription of wnfinite
value to the death of Christ, or the use of those terms
of universality employed in Scripture in relatica to
the extent of the atonement, . .- . !
-+ We shall exhibit, theretore, each of -these argn-
ments in order, before we proceed to its refutation.
1. « .To reconcile grace with justice in-the salva-
<« tion of the sinner, 1s the Gordian knot which «i-
s¢_vines generally have been unable to uatie. . Uptn
¢ the principle of an indefinite atonement; the .dif-
* ficulty vanishes. If all the sins of a certain indi-
« yidual have been atoned for by the: Redeemer, frec
¢ grace will not appear in his pardon ; -because -jus-
 tice would, in that case, require his. salvation. But
¢ justice is threefold, commutatie, distributive, and
-$¢ public.. Commutative justioe has 20 conoemn in
« ‘thigcase. - Publio justice is satished by the atone-
“ ment, because the governor  of the universe dis-’

* Owen.Jus. Chap. . XII. § 5., - 't Page 37.
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« plays his displeasure at sinin general in the suffer,
« ihgs of Christ. The exercise of distributive jus:
‘“ tice is entirely' set aside, and herein is grace ex-
* hibited, the sinner is pardoned at the expense of
“ distributive justice.” o
Althou?h we have stated this argument with all
the precision of which we are capable, we must ob-
serve, that notw‘xthstanding the show of minute: dis.
cussion whichr it makes, its whole force consists in
#ts obscurity, and the confusion of ideas which it
produces. The indistinctness of vision which it
causes, is the only reason for any man’s offering his
hand to those who, by proposing it, promise to.be
his'guide to the temple of tuth. . . . - .

e object to this division of a divine attributer
we object to the use which -is made of. it—we ohject
to the argument, because it multiplies, instead of selw-
ing difficulties+—and it takes:for granted, what does
ot exist; a difficulty -in .reconciling, ‘justice-.with
{ el . 1 S L - R
\;nge object to this division of a divine . attribum.
-Itis'not correct,-even as it-applies: to man.. We are
perfectly aware that the Schooimen, following the-steps
-of heatheri philosophers; adopted this divisian. Suarez
‘Hailds upon'it the doctrine of merit, in order to supply
“the-traffic ‘of indulgencies-with works of supereroga-
tion*.’ But, however varidusly. divine justice may be
- exercised about its several objects, we have no reason
‘to-behieve, that there are three different attributes of
justice, oreven that the principle in man; which in-
"dilces - him. ‘to-act -honestly in commercial - transac-
“tions, ‘and t0:give: to.every man hisdue, is any way
different from the prineiple: which influences a good
- magistrate yo.conduet with eguity: hisi public admimie-
~gration. 1Riis oné principle: exercised upbn various

iof 4 See Owen bt Jos. Chap. I8
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objects.” The Seriptures, which umfomily ascribe
righteousness b Jehovah, and afford instances of its
exercise in thrice three various ways, never intituite
that there are three distinct attributes of dhme jus-
tice*.

We object to the use that is made of t!ns diszwn.
There is no reason for excluding commutative jus-
tice any more than distributive, as distinct from pub-
Bc justice, from havm% y refcrence to' the case of
the smner’ha e can ;’e : Mconmﬁchl of 1
civil ruler, ving, independently of his o d&u-
ties, certain pnvagte anspepasonalydumsw disclmgt
toward those, who, in such case, dre
equality with himself. But no Eﬁh uality ' exists be-
tween the creature and Creator. ¢ pardon of sin
most assuredly approaches as near to the forgiveness
of a debt as the remission of a persona! Wt’
which hag no reference to the divine authority. -
is @ want qfcogﬂnty unto, or @ trans mmof
THE Law?t ides, the Scriptures
present Jehovah coﬁdescendmg to aét’ towadsmea
upon the footing of a previously ex:stmg contract of
covenant, but never upon the footing: of ptivate refi-
tion, settmi‘ aside his authority. He hath taught us
to pray, * Forgive us our debts;” but never tysay;
¢¢ -pardon private offences which are no
of thy law. P We cannot even conceive of thé ex3
ercis¢ of distributive justice by the Lord, separas
from his authority as our king, our lawgiver, and our
judge. We cannot conceive, that it is matter of in-
difference whether God does or does not exerchse
dnstnbutwe justice towards his creatures ; and mudi

A Were this the proper plwe, xtmldhe:nsy to -hq»
by a criticism on the beet-writers wpen this-subject, ﬁbubw:
definitions of commutative, dtsu'xbunve, and public m
interfere, and are otherwise essentially mmcorpect.. -

t Shorter Catechism. vy WL

< g J] ‘o.-’."
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lesy can we agmit that evep, for the sake of mercy,
be.is ever guilty of one act of distributive injustice.
We, therefore, object to the use which is made. of
this a"s.thl'tttafold division of the attribute of justice. And.
wé, also, .
. Object to the whole argument which it involves,
because it multiplies instead of solving difficulties
aréund the dactrine of the sinner’s justification. -
. It requires us to believe. that God has. violated, or
“set aside the demands of distributive justice in the
salvation of his. chosen—that the sufferings of oun:
Redeemer were the punishment, not of transgres-
‘sions which are, in fact, committed, but of sin in the
abstract—and that public justice requires anly an ex-
hibition of the divine displeasureat sin. ., .
. Sin, in the abstract, is only a word. Like an alge.
braieal character, it represents all the transgressions
of individual persans. These particular sins age
realities ; but sin in general, or in the abstract, is
anly the sign, the word, which we employ in reason.
ing*. . Itis not for the sign, but the thing that Jegus
quﬂmd. The word sin, too, represents the trans.
wressions of angels. If the Redeemer suficred for
gin in general, he made atonement for devils, al
though be took not on him the nature of angels.
Ang if public justice demanded no more than the dis-
of -Jehovah’s hatred of sin, then Christ is dead
in vain, for such display is made in the everlasting

_* Did we deem it eligible to introduce metaphysics into
this discussion, we could more effectually cxpose the ideu
of punishing a monentizy—¢sin in the abstract.” We are
no conceptualists ; and the' controversy between the No-
‘minalists and Realists is now at an end. It prevailed Jong
enough.* I agitated: tha Europesa universities, interest-
od - thoames, -and. shest. much.. pregions. Wood. Na philosq-
-phrer will now defend the opinions of the Realists. Abstract,
terms have no counterpart.in.nature.. Stew. Phil. Mind. Ch.
1V.§2. & 3. "o k

Vol. HI.—No. X1 4T
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unishments of Hel. But justice demanifed move.
t demanded the punishment of the simmer; and
could not be satisfied with any thing short of this,
unless Messiah should so unite himself to smners,
not only by assuming their nature, but by becoming
in law their representative, as to bear all the sins’of
all the persons for whom his sufferings were imtended
to atonc. We object also to this argumcm m de:
fence of indefinite atonement,

Because it takes for granted what does not exist;
that if all the demands of divine justice are satisfied
to the fullt by the atonement, then gruce is excluded
from our pardon. This is not the case. ' Justice s
indeed satisfied. It does not oppose, but demand
the salvation of all for whom Christ died.. Here is
no difficulty—no Gordian knot. - Grace reigms
through righteousness. We refér our roaders to what:
is said on this subject, page 577, and conclude oar
examination of this argument in the words of the
Assembly of Divines at'Westminster. ¢ Although
“ Christ, by his obedience and demh, did weMe ©

proper, redl, and full satisfaction t0God's. justiee in
« the behalf of them that are justified ;- yet; masmuch
¢« as God accepteth the satisfaction from a surety,
“ which he might have demanded of them, and did
« provide this surety, his own son, mnputing: his

p‘ghtcousncss totythem andmnlcyqum gothhg -of
¢ them for their jusnﬁcauoﬂ but faith, whichalso is
“ his gift, their justlﬁcauon is to them of ﬁu

" ce™, 4 2V

ﬂﬂ Argument in defence of mdcﬁmte a!odemem.
«¢ ‘This doctrine is the foundation wpen which the
¢ Gospel offer can alowe be consistently sade, © Sin-
“ ners indcfinitely ‘are commanded -t believe the
“ Gospcl and to confide in the Redeerter for- sdw-

eVl e ey v b ey

¢ Larg. Cat. Quest. 71.
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“tiom r-Jwpuld imply -insticerity; 1to, urge guch a~
‘. command upen those, who have ne interess in that >
«_ageriement, whichiis certainly the case, if-none’ but .
¢.the -eleet were, contemplated . in  the. auﬂ'ermp of..
“. Jesus,Chnst.”. - ... v g, 3 -
~ The reply:to this-argument shall be- shoﬂ; nIt sup-.’
poses a dificulty whieh daes -not exist, and whiphy
if it did, must heng: with all .its weight,upon. that.
very system which is mvented in order‘w afford re-:
lief from.it. . - . - tha e sd

,Snpposmg, for argument s sake., t: znmpmtym
implied. in.calling upon one, for -whom ,Christ . did.
not. makc atopement, to believe the Gospel, that, in-:
© swncerity.cannot lie.at the. preacher’s door, bécause hey.
whﬂezn earthy, doesnntal‘::(\low i\yllmtherﬁagumert}:g;
in such a predicament ; an i ﬁlhng; ty 1
hopes the bestcomcmgthese to. whodee VT8 .
his message.

- The i mmenty must be. chargnd 0. a, lngher.nc-,
cpunt,;. This is the- difficnity. lax&lessupon
the priaciple of indefinite a&onemcnt? It is maty;

. dbs in grder,to, extricate oursclyes. from this ima.-
givary siffioylty, we give up she dogtrine of particu-
lar redemption;, we must; alsoy;in erder to be censis.
teat,(yield, the: doctrings of predestination and of the
divine ompiscience. . If the authority, with.high a
minister.of the. Gospel is invested, ta require: a sin..
e, for whase sing, itis known in heaven, that Christ
digd:nat- make atenement, to belicve in the Redecmer,
xmply insincerity in the divine mind; it musthe also
imphed, suppesing thedoctring offprodestmauon true,
in; aayrnmnelcctf pinner to repentance;, or holi-
DEs8, O, -« Noyy.asod ison;msqm 9nd
thercfoce. pow knews, wika shall at the, 'Rdsmeﬂt
be. finally copdesped, uppn: this, panciplehe. ust
'he insincere in ordering any one ef ¢ ese to “work ont
: DA 7 BT e
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hwnhmon. especially; secing thitdssbedionioe w

the Gospel must increase the sumer’s' guilt. . jn
shut,thcpnnapleofthndyeanuuﬂdn
madmissible. Its consistent application -
strain us to admit that Jehovah, is cithor insimcere
or limited in his knowiedge; and in cither case,
that he is no God. - w&ect,thm,ﬂtpm

cxplcenm'cly,mdthe of whach it

forms an essential member. e percesve no difb-
cnlty w}umva-mvolvedmthcdoazhedmh
redemption, rclative to : the Gospel-imde-

finitely to all sinners of owrTace.
mnqnuedubdmenmhmghucvln lsynlsdf
trae, and supported by aq:le B
are ..ordered to. cllof ut what ‘is %asmh
right and profitable for tham to]ufun.
m%;msmomud -commands no mmahh .l;céhm
can be offered. :

+ HL “'I‘hedowineofmdeﬁmmhnths
* advantage over every other hypothesis, thiatit.rg-
¢ conciles the scriptural. accoumt of .the

*¢ of the emtent of Christ's satisfaction iwishthe: fast
.*¢ that many shall perish for ever. . Salvatidn: s, fo-
*+*. detd Tendered possible to all men by the médtsof
¢ Christ, who tasted .death: for every man; but this
"4 does not prevent the condemnation of any rane,
<« seemglhav the atonement renders eternal life-cer-
*“¢ tain to norees - All sinners, as : it reapeess - the pas-
f -chase of -redemption, are thus:piaced upan the
¢ same footing ;* and the infinite  valweof the hlosd
* of Jesus appoars from iits-being equally safficient
“. fertlwenlvmddlmm l’.bcum, ideed,is

lar; bat the stonement is' nmvud,bmna

“ ltlﬂlﬂfﬁllite" e te e {' RN B
< -Far be-itr: footn s, itor offes 20 {:mk that«abdl
tend, in any degree, to diminish the estimation in
which the ¢ precious blood -of Christ”’* is held. But
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e dotiotanbethe  that that ae(sudhgﬂmho
uipon Christ’s blood, wihi that it daes obt,-in
justice; scatire thesebwation .of any one: . Thit atanés
DERti towst bMpandu:d, whish-afimits the jussice
.of condemning to punnhmmt zthcrmfy
: {oo whom:it was.
7}t dows, met rnend _the matter tony, that it is oF
infinite value #n. :the: ahatract.. Aithough: - we may
codcave of the safisfaction: which .the ‘Redesmer
made fox sin, abstractly'from the application of itsdbe-
nth.toenmen, yet :we eannot cenetive of (it ‘as akbe
frontthe: covenant of redemption, of whichit
:lﬂhe proper condition. . 'We. miust set limity to our
-abstraction otherwisé¢ she blood of-Jesus is of nova-
Juey Letumubeﬁu“ﬂooﬂofﬂmmmaﬂ,”
hn%;n;usemm 3
« maﬁmmﬂityoaqﬂoyedrmulmw
the death of Christ, are not' inconsistent: with. the
:ductrine whieh e maintain, Thzyzmms easily’ ex.

as are.the terms-of universality; essplogted in
amw ahaly ife. "No' Thrastian *adunits. that
avery:individunl. on searth: is! sconvert.

ed -and 1 mede. actually holy. . Compare this text,
Iw Chrest shall arL be made ALsve; with that
-otielwhichsasgests; that - B, - (Cheist,) prao - for
CALL¥ And the ~sdme- cxplamnon rof - the tvord
-+ L,Y widl appl;' to-each. The word ¢ all” in-

duﬂeu:\tety partiof that whale, whatever it be, wlnch
w “;‘u Qf -disconse.: - This, i
i U +itself uperr-us e every oeemmh

ﬂfe “qn ¢émmon cases we comptain of no obictirity.
‘A gen'tleman writihg conceraing the state of the com-
bined: arhues«m Porlngai, auclndwhy remsarking,
‘ All are-in the highest spirits.”. . N o.pemder i will
W'Ahtdﬂd} t!htrbyu#s:md!d albdtetm'bnﬂrtb

Rl (,v-.‘.’»,h,‘

."!,“'f Dlegt oiw ’lﬁnt.)tvdi\ .,Q\CODY 55 K \.'.'. o
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or all the troops on carth. The. expression requizes
no explanation. Apply the principle.  The death of
Christ is the condition of the everlasting covemat*.
That covenant forms a new creation—a new world.
For every man in this world, Christ laid down his hfe.
¢« He died for ¢/ ;*' and, *“ afi shall be made alive.”
He is the head of a new empire; and, as the surety
of the better testament, he hath made atoncment for
the sins of arL his covenant-people. In this con-
sists the universality of the atonement. The sevenal
texts in. which terms of universality. are employed,
not only admit, but require an e consistent
with the medlatonalheudshlp Chm But
extensive CriticisSTa must not be
thie discussion.. Let the exposition af. suehm be
the}i?bject of distinct consideration,.. : -
ving now examined. the suppased advmd' »
the hypathesis of an indefinite atonexnent, we cons-
cludedus essay witha [ew.mfon:now ﬁvm the pr&
discussion. - .
his system, of Indeﬁnda., .md m
nons,” clothes thh t.hemamk of Uml‘
LA I .
o L '
v Isa lm. lo,ll. “« \an theu shﬂtm#l m
offcring for sin, he shall see his seed. He ahall sec oithg
travail of his soul, and shall de satisfied.” Christ’s death v’
the s/ifulation, and the salvation of his sced the prbomise of
the covenant. ‘ Keep this fact in view, and you cammot drvin
estimating the valuc of the atonement. - Separated : framy the:
covenant, the death of Christ is made “ of none effect”—It
has no moral excellence—no zaiue. . Pain, in itsalf, has
none. Death, the extinction of life, in itself has- none.
Blood, in itself, has none. But let the sacrifice of the crass
be considered, as the. Scripmres teach us to camsideriy, in all,
its comnexions, and thenm it is the price:of cer redemapticn.—.
It has.infinite -valsse, Jesus appoarsaa.k the suroty of the.
better Testament." He appears as our mpreoemanve, beas~
ing our sins and procuring dur salvation. . God is glorified
in fiurchasing his Church with his own blood.
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doctrin® definitely expressed,’ an’ clearly underv
stood, in the Churches. of the Reformation ; and it is;
accbdingly, of 'injuribus tendency to- the fuitk, the
pedce, ‘and the religious comfort’ of the Church of
God.q.! s ! - .. - . . v

2 The use made of the word- atonement is in-
consistent with its scriptural ‘meanirig. - In the New
Testament, Keraxdwys, the word reridered Atonement;
uniformly in¢ludeés reconciliation, and never is inde-
fmitely applied, in a single instance.” In- the Oid
Testament, * Atonement,” ~b> uniformly si¢mifies
the effectual removal of the offence, and the establish:
meiit of reconcitiation, as often - as it is applicd to
the 4ins’ of mankind aguinist their ‘God. ‘ Here there
ishothing indefinite. So perfectly was the Mosaic
ritual adapted to the - system, of reconciliation by a
sacrifice for. sify; “which ‘represented - distinctly our
Redeéenier standing under the ‘imputation of his peo-
pie’s guilt, ‘that ‘Covenant connexion between
the sinner and the substitute, was every where éx.
emplifitd.” " In’every ‘instance in which a vicim
for sin was offered, the person for whose: transgres.
sions atonement was to be made, placed his hands
on the victim confessing his sins®. This action dis-
tinctly marked: that a transfer of guilt takes ‘place,
upon the principle of a covenant representation, in of-
der that the sufferings of the victim should make
atonement. - Upon the day of- annual expiation, and
at!the time of offering: the daily sacrifice morning

* Exod. xxix. }0. 33. 36. Lecv. i.-4. and iv. 13—20. Num.
xv.:23-=28.' Lev. xvi. 21. The learned Lightfoot; on Luke
i. 5. explains the Jewish -practice relative to the morning
and evening ‘sucrifice, ' There werc appointed. certain per-
sons'- 0 represent the: Churchy iu. imposing  hands: on. the:
viatim, apd:in atdending s whilesthe. Priesteatered within.tho
vail. These were called vi+ Swgtnarii—Apnd ane the zar
oo, Luke, i U0, 00 e 0 o -

T O T S B
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and evening, the representatives of the whele chuarch,
by this action transferred their stas to the sacrifice.
Thus were the Jews constantly taught, that Jesus is
our representative and surety ; that all the sins of his
people, and none clse, are laid upon him; and dthat
no confession of sin avails, upon the part of the sin-
ner, which is not accompanied ¢ with an_spprehen-
sion of the mercy of God in Christ” The blood
of the sacrifice was accordingly called the *“ blood of
the covenant.” Inthis there is nothing indefinite. The
atonement was instantly followed with forgiveness,
and punishment was rendered inadmissible.

3. Those who represent atonement as indefinite,
and so admit the justice of punishing sins, for
which an infinite satisfaction has been given, com-
mit violence on the English language:  Atonement
never signifies, in any English compasition, ex.
cept the works of those whom we, in this mstancq,

, any thing short of such satisfactien for an
ﬁaﬁln:e as would render further punishmemt unjusti-
. 4. There is somcthmgunfmr in using the term
Atonement in an indefinite sense. That werd has been
long used as a technichal term in theology, to which
a precise idea has been annexed in the standard wri-
tings of the Reformation Churches. If a new doc-
trine is to be taught, a new tcrm, or name, should
be formed for it. A name, too, which, in good
English, would not convey a quite different mea
Men would then be on their guard; and they should
not be exposed, as at present, to the danger of em-
bracing a total stranger under a familiar garb. An
atonement, which does. not render subsequent pu-
nishment unjusnﬁable, is no atonement ; it certainly
is not that in which we desire to rejoice, as received
from our Lord Jesus Christ.
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