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A REVIEW OF TIMES PAST, 

AND CONTEMPLATIONS ON FUTURE PROSPECTS, 

Humbly attempted for general instruciion, and to excite pious 

meditations, fc. Or, 

THE EDITORS’ NEW YEAR’S-GIFT, 

TO THEIR GENEROUS READERS. 

Pith ase year is gone. Yes, irrecoverably gone.— 

Millions are gone with it to the grave, and to judgment. 

All the living, folemn thought! have been wafted on one year 

nearer to eternity and their final doom. With millions this 

will be the laft year. Great numbers will live but a {mali 

part of it. Every portion of time, each month, and day, and 

hour, is pregnant with great events. There is not a minute 

in which there are not more perfons exchanging worlds, and 

going to judgment, than there are feconds in it.* All begin 

their new year, with an entire uncertainty what will be the 

events of it with refpeét to themfelves. No one can deter- 

mine that he fhall not be the firft who fhall be called to mourn 

* According to the common efimate of mortality, abcut thirty-five 

or thirty-fix millions die annually, and about feventy or sighty every 

minute, , Aa 
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A BRIEF ACCOU NT 

Or tHE REVIVALS or RELIGION 

Which have taken place in the Congregation of Chartiers, in 

Wafpington County, Pennfylvania. 

TOOK the charge of this congregation in Novembery 

1788.” They were then few in number, yet among them 

God and fome of his chofen ones, who continued praying for the 

fuccefs of the gofpel. For three years I continued labouring 

among them without much apparent fuccefs, except that they 

became more regular in their attendance on public ordinances, 

and the worfhip of God was fet up in fome families where it 

had heretofore been neglected. 

The firft remarkable feafon of the out-pouring of the Spi- 

rit which we enjoyed in this congregation, began about the 

middle of December 1785. Ie made its firft appearance a- 

mong a few who met together for focial worfhip on the even- 

ing of a thankfgiving day, which had been appointed by Con- 

grefs. This encouraged us to appoint other meetings for the 

fame purpofe on Sabbath evenings; and the appearances ftill 

increafing, Sabbath night focieties were centinued, with but 

little interruption, for nearly two years. It was then ufual 

to fpend the whole night in religious exercifes, nor did the 

time feem tedious, for the Lord was there, and his work went 

pleafantly on. Many were pricked to the heart with ceep 

convictions, and a goodly number, we hope, were brought to 

clofe the happy match with precious Chrift, At the firft fa- 

cramental occafion after the work began, forty-fave were add- 

ed to the church, maay of whom continue «ntil this day, 

bringing forth the fruits of righteoufnefs, and filling important 

@flices in the church; and many, we believe, are gone to 

glory. 

_ Daring this feafon, though crying out was pretty common, 

infemuch that the fpeaker’s voice was fometimes almoft 

drowned, yet falling down was not common. I know but of 

four perfons who were thus exercifed, three of whom are alive, 

and have manifefted by their lives and converfations ever 

fince, that they have experienced a real change of heart: the 

other lived like a chriftian, and died triumphantly. This time 

of refrefhing continued, in a greater or lefs degree, until the 

year 1794. Uponevery facramental oceafion during this pe- 
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354 Revival of Relizion 

ried, numbers were added to the church, who gave comforta- 

ble evidence of their having obtained a faving change of heart. 

Butas I neglected to keep a regilter of their names, | cannot 

now afcertain their number. 

The mext remarkable feafon of the out-pouring of God’s 

Spirit, was in the year 1795. This however was not very 

extenfive, nor of Jong continuance. Yet during this feafon 

about Afty were added to the chureh, moft of whem continue 

to manifeft, by their walk and converfation, that they have 

experienced a genuine work of divine grace upon their fouls, 

and fome of them are now fucce(sful minifters of the gofpel ; 

though there are fome lamentable inftances of apoftacy. 

In the {pring of the year 1799, the Lord again gracioufly 

revived his work in this congregation. Many were at once 

awakened toa ferious concern about their immortal fouls, and 

made to enquire the way to Zion with their faces thither- 

ward, weeping as they went. Of thofe who were then awak- 

ened, about fixty have fince joined the church, and made a 

public profeffion of religion. ‘This revival, as well as that in 

¥794, was carried on without much external appearance, ex- 

cept a folemn attention to, and filent weeping under the 

preaching of the word. Yet I know of three perfons whe 

were exercifed in the fame manner as has been fo commen at 

the prefent day. 

From that time until the fall of 1802, religion was evident- 

ly on the decline; for though fome were every year added to 

the church, yet they were generally fuch as had deen brought 

under ferious impreflions in 1799, and there were few or none 

newly awakened. Sinners became more bold in fin, and floods 

ef vanity and carnality appeared likely to carry all before 

them. Even the pious themfelves becane very weak and 

feeble in the caufe of Chrift, and mueh buried in the world, 

infomuch that when God returned to build up Zion in the 

moft remarkable manner we ever were witnefles to, it might 

in truth be faid, “« we were as men that dream.”? Many ftood 

aftonifhed, not knowing what to make of it; and but few 

were prepared to meet the Lord and bid him welcome. 

This work differs from former revivals only in this, that 

the body is more generally affected. It is no unufual thing 

to fee perfons fo entirely deprived of bodily ftrength, that 

they will fall from their feats, or off their feet, and be as una- 

ble to help themfelves as a new borachild, I have feen fome 

9 
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lie in this condition for hours,who yet fay that they could hear 

every thing that was fpeken, and felt their minds more com- 

pofed, and more capable of attending to divine things, than 

when their bodies were not thus affected. As far as 1 have 

been acquainted, the bodily exercife has never preceded, but 

always followed upon the ming’s being deeply impreficd with 

a fenfe of fome divine truth. Their fins of life have been fet 

before them, and they have alfo had a great fenfe of their fins 

of heart; their hardnefs of heart, their enmity againft that 

which is gocd, and pronenefs to all evil; and alfo of the worth- 

leflnefs of their own religious performances, their prayers, 

praifes, and all they did in religion, It has been a common 

thing for perfons to have fuch a fenfe of their own finfulnefs, 

that chey have thought themfelves to be the chief of finnersy 

that none were ever fo vile as they, and that God would be 

juft in banifhing them eternally from his prefence, and in- 

flicting upon them the dreadful punifhment of their aggras 

vated iniquities. They have alfo been deeply affected with a 

fenfe of their ignorance and blindnefs, and fo of their extreme 

need of the divine pity and help. A number have alfo been 

brought to a clear conviétion of the truth and certainty of the 

great things of the gofpel; toa firm perfuafion that Jefus 

Carift is the Son of God,and the only Saviour of loft finners; 

that the great do€trines of the gofpel refpeCting reconciliation 

by his blood, acceptance in his righteoufnefs, and eternal life 

and falvation through him, are matters of undoubted truth, 

together with a moft affe@fing fenfe of the excellency and fuf- 

ficiency of this Saviour, the glerious wifgdam and grace fhi- 

ning in this way of falvation, of the wonders of Chrift’s dying 

love, and the fincerity of Chrift in the invitations of the goi- 

pel; producing a fweet reft of foul in Chrift as a glorious 

Saviour, accompanied with an adoring and exalting apprehen- 

fion of the glory of the divine perfe@tions; with a feniible, 

firong and fweet love to God, and delight in him, far furpafi- 

ing all temporal delights, or earthly pleafures; and a reft 

of foul in him as a fatisfying portion, attended with an abhor- 

rence of fin, and felf-loathing on the account of it, and ear- 

nett longings of foul after more holinefs and conformy to 

God, with a fenfe of their great need of divine aftiftance in 

order to holinfefs of life ; together with a moft dear love to all 

that are fupoofed to be the children of God, a love to mankind 
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356 Conver fion and Death sf a Secinian. 

in general, and a moft fenfible, tender compaffion for the fouls 

of iinneis, and earneft defires for the advancement of Chrift’s 

kingdom inthe world. 

When thefe and fuch like effects are produced, we cannot 

doubt a moment whofe work this is. We mult reject the 

word of God, not only in fome particular paflages, but in the 

fubitance of it, if we reje@ fuch a work as not being the 

work of God. The whole tenor of the gofpel proves it; ail 

the notions of religion which the fcripture gives us, confirm 

rf, 

Sinee this work began in this congregation, fifty-two have 

been admitted to the Lord’s table, thirty-two of whom have 

been the fubjects of bodily exercife. A number yet continue 

under folemn impreffions ; and fome, we hope have been 

brought to clofe with Chrift, who have not yet ventured te 

make a public profeffion of his religion. Among thofe whe 

ave been the fubjects of this work, there are a few confider- 

ly advanced in years, but by far the greater part are young 

perfons. There are alfoa great number who, for a time, were 

ferioufly exercifed, and raifed the hopes of their pious friends, 

who have quenshed the motions of God’s Spirit, and return- 

ed with the dog to kis own vomit, and with the fow to her 

wallowing in the mire ; whofe cafe appears almoft hopelefs, 

and who, we fear, will ere long have to take up that fad 

lamentation, “ The harveft is paft, the fummer is ended, and 

we are not faved,”’ 

Foun M‘MILLAN, 

eed 

CONVERSION anv DEATH ora SOCINIAN. 

; To the Editor of the London Evangelical Magazine. 

IR, 

HE Lord has been pleafed lately to exercife me with an 

awful and affe&ting difpenfation in a certain perfon, a 

hearer in my congregation, juft on the point of admiffion into 

church-fellowfhip; who, to the great aftonifhment and grief 

of both church and congregation, renounced the Faith, and 

embraced Socinianifm. So eagerly did he drink in the doc- 

trine of Socinus, that he foon forfook the means of grace, and 




