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[ IS unfortunate that
our most important
decisions have to be
made at a time when
we are least qualified
to make them. Al-
most any man could
be a success if in lay-
ing out the plan of
his life he could

make use of the experience that will be his
by the time his life is finished. A man
needs to live once, in order to know how
to live. Mistakes make good building
material, but they take time. No man
learns anything except by experience, and
that experience must be his own.

Next to the matter of selecting a wife—
which in the majority of cases is little more
than a leap in the darl-—¢the most impor-
tant problem wh man has to
confront is that of n his trade,
business or profe a matter in
regard to which lLic cainoe anourd to blun-
der, but in regard to which the probabilities
are that he will blunder. Such a decision
implies that the young man knows him-
self, and that he knows the world, neither
of which is the case. Success in matters
of this sort is primarily an affair of adapta-
tion, but how can there be adaptation
when the man has only a sophomoric
knowledge of himself, and no more than
an amateurish understanding of the field
to which he is proposing to adjust himself?

NASMUCH, then, as the
ing a career is occ by
one’s ignorance of him: n-
ditions under which his wuin 15 W uc uune
it is important that the decision be deferred
to the latest possible date. The case will
very often be that bread-and-butter neces-
sities will forbid postponement, and delib-
eration and option be peremptorily ex-
cluded. Such cases will, however, be no
refutation of the principle here insisted
upon. The fact will still remain that the
likelihood of a man’s doing the best work
that it is in him to do will be enhanced by
every wider understanding of what the
world has to offer in the way of opportu-
nity, and by each added development within
himself of power to meet opportunity.
Undoubtedly, if we are doomed to have
our lives run in a groove and are destined
to a career of small occupation in which
breadth of preparation will play no neces-
sary part, then it may be that the earlier
the career is selected and entered upon the
better. As was stated in a previous
article, if a man is going to do only small
work the work will be better work of its
kind if the man who does it is kept small.
The smaller the occupation the smaller
will need to be the man if he is to remain
contented and effective within the limits
of his occupation. But there is probably
no man who is proposing to doom himself
to any such diminutiveness of character or
of employment, or who will be disposed
strenuously to except to the idea that the
more completely a man is master of him-
self and the firmer the grasp he
the general situation, the greater
bility that the choice of his own
operations will be a felicitous on., w.uu v
that will redound to the largest advantage
of himself and of the world.
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HE misleading and narrowing effects of
a premature decision of the question
of employment can be illustrated in this
way : I will suppose a man to have con-
ceived an early fancy for some branch of
physical science, say geology. As soon as
that is fixed upon as a life interest he will
probably count as wasted time and effort
any expenditure which he may be asked to
make in the direction of any other branch
of knowledge, and the younger he is when
this geological whim seizes him the oreater
the obstinacy with which h
against all studies which in
have no geological bearing.
barrassm-==* = %~ ===2is thas 1w 15 1ot 10

a situati what branches do
ave a bearing and what
branches he makes out his

OWN Curiicuwiuin—as ue probably will in
these days when parents defer to their
children, and teachers and professors stuff
the course with optionals—he will be
influenced only by considerations of the
most superficial kind, and the more intense
his desire to become a geologist the less
the likelihood of his being disciplined in a
Wway to make him such. The fact is, a man
must know everything in order to know
anything as it ought to be known.

—_—

- EDITOR'S NoTE—The seventh of a series of articles

y Dr. Parkhurst addressed to yvoung men, which

egan in the JourNAL of February, 1896, and will
ue throughout the year.

THE LADIES

ALMOST any voung man's decision as to

what he is going to do will mean the
narrowing of his preparation, whereas all
success that is fairly worthy of the name
means breadth of preparation. A man
needs to get a great mass of foundation
under him if he is going to put either a high
or a wide structure on the top of it; and if
he knows too soon exactly what it is he is
going to do, that mass of foundation will
not be forthcoming. In all cases where itis
possible it is a great deal better for a man
to get the knowledge first, and then let that
decide what the vocation shall be, than to
decide the vocation first, and let that de-
termine what sort of knowledge he shall
accumulate.

If a man is in earnest to do the best that
is in him it will be much to his advan-
tage to get over the feeling that there is
any hurry-about actually settling down to
his life work. I used sometimes to wonder
along what particular line my energies
would be employed, but I had been for a
number of years out of college before
things took any definite shape, and
although I am in the ministry 1 never
decided to go into the ministry ; I rather
drifted there than decided to go there.
I appreciate how imperfectly qualified
am for the work I am doing in that capac-
ity, but understand very well how vastly
more imperfect my qualifications would
have been had I entered college with the
ministry distinctly in view, and then nar-
rowed all my equipment and engagement
to that one particular end. There are cir-
cumstances where the policy here recom-
mended would not be practicable, but, at
the same time, it is a great deal wiser to
drift, and to do almost anything that offers,
as a temporary arrangement, than to make
up one’s mind finally and * ¢ ' -
an employment that may
misfit, and that will invol
certain amount of failure.
depend upon it that in the
who lias a strenuous purpose there is a
certain gravitating tendency between him
and the work he is best fitted to do, and if

that gravitating «-=-~----*- =-* "jurried too
much it will as the man,
without any exc searchings
of heart, will finc e belongs.

Along this line wic uiny saic uccisions are
the decisions that shape themselves, and
that we settle into without being very dis-
tinctly conscious at any time that a conclu-
sion is being reached.

NY man is unfortunate who devotes
himself to an occupation that is
vetoed by his own tastes and preferences.
The Scriptural injunction, ‘‘ Whatsoever
ye do do it heartily,” is one to be re-

spected quite independently of the moral’

consideration that was weighed by Saint
Paul when he wrote it. What a man does
not do heartily he never quite does, which
is to say, what a man does not do with his
heart he never quite does. There are
touches of excellence to which an effort
does not attain except as it is the outcome

of a ce~*~i~ ~=~=1t of enthusiasm. Work
is doit :cause we have to. Play
is doi decause we liké to; and
there leal more of one’s true
self ir »es because he likes to.

Only a pary, anu that the dryvest part, of
any workman is ~~"~¢~ ¢ill his endeavors
emanate from a -eper down than
the level at whic »s his intelligence
and his skill, an to flow out from
the fresher and j_._._. . __ions of the heart.
So that in settling this question of a voca-
tion it is a matter of prime importance for
a young man to decide what that particular
business or profession is into which he
can go without a remainder, into which he
can throw himself in unreserved invest-
ment. The problem I am just now con-
sidering is sometimes complicated by
considerations of conscience. There are
cases, known to us all probably, where
some line of occupation has been adopted
from a sense of duty. For instance, it is
not infrequently the case that a man enters
the ministry because he thinks he shall
never be happy unless he does, although
not much expecting that he shall ever be
happy if he does. In all the world there
is nothing that, in order to its success,
stands in such urgent need of being done
heartily, and with every fibre of resource
that is in a man, as preaching the Gospel,
and it is peculiarly pathetic, therefore, to
see one enter upon such service at the
slavish compulsion of an ought. There is
in such devotement an element of grim
heroism and frozen consecration that
compels a certain kind of admiration,
something as we are affected by the cold
glitter of an icicle; but it was fire, and not
frost, that baptized the original apostles.
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HAT has already been said upon the

matter of selecting a career would |

hardly be worth while did 1 not supple-
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ment it by one consideration of a still |

more earnest character.
no particular interest in advising young
men as to the means by which they could
attain the largest success, in the ordinary
sense of that term, did I not assume
that those to whom the advice is being
given were motived by larger impulses
than those of mere aggrandizement. The
largest preliminary question that a man
at the threshold of his adult life ever
asks is not, ‘‘ In what business can I best
succeed?” but, “ Am [ going to regard
= heecinags or my profession as being
means of mortgaging the world
or as a means of mortgaging
1e world?”” We are living in a
ra, and no man with a head and
a ucait vall be true to that era without
propounding to himself and definitely
answering the question just proposed. It
was this question precisely that our Lord
answered in the struggle of His forty days
of temptation. Just prior to that experi-
ence it is related how He became for the
first time distinctly conscious of the excep-
tional power which He possessed, and
that consciousness of power led on imme-
diately to the inquiry, ““What am 1 going
to do with that power? I can make bread
out of stones; 1 can make the energies of
air, earth and sea the servants of my bid-
ding ; T can set up again among the King-
doms of the earth the throne of a Cyrus or
of an Alexander. [ hold in my hands the
power of God; now what am [ going to
do with it?” That was the crisis in our
Lord’s life, the pivotal ridge, the water-
shed of the Lord’s destiny.

ND in the life of each one of us, when we
reach a certain stage in our history,
there comes a moment that is the thrilling
counterpart of that, a moment when we be-
come strangely conscious of resource, and
when the fibres of body, mind and spirit
knit themselves into a kind of rigid con-
sciousness of power, and when that power
is felt with bewildering distinrtnece in ite
relations to the times in whicl
and to the years that we are
the same overwhelming ques
us as came to Jesus when H:
voice ; as came to Moses wh
the burning bush ; as came
the dazzling light by Dama:
am I going to do with it all?
myself great by means of it,
the world great by mean:
which?”” It'is a big quest
cannot answer a big questic
way. It strikes to the ven
whole business of life, anc
possibly grasp the root by
twigs on the branches. It is
crises in a man’s life that {
failure reaches clear out to 1
years. The entire genius ¢
Christian business lies right i1

T IS a matter of throwing

all he is worth into the scale of the
world’s necessities, and the process of
choosing a career is simply the way in
which one meets the question as to the
particular channel along which the world’s
necessities can best be reached and sup-
plied by his own personal resources.
The young man who says, ‘‘I have given
my heart to the Lord, and, therefore, I am
going to study for the ministry,”’ misses the
entire point. Thowa ic ¢¢ehoavafore

about it. Tha vay of
meeting a grea’ from a
letter that [ rec young

lawyer in Ohio: J1 Iy Jany e about
the criminal courts I have seen many a
sad scene, and at last it has come to that
point that I am almost decided to cast
aside my bright future in law, and enter the
service of the Lord.”” Ianswered him that
he was writing nonsense. What he meant
by ‘‘the service of the Lord’ was the
Christian ministry, and that is no more a
service of the Lord than any other reputa-
ble calling. It is not what a man does
that makes his service Christian ; it is put-
ting his career under contribution to the
merblineennt eme--d of mortgaging it to his
that makes his service
is a great lot of small
1ese matters and well-
........... y that works damagingly
My correspondent further-
more wrote that he had ‘‘learned to dis-
trust the law.” All the more reason, then,
why he should stay in the law. We can-
not improve a thing by standing off and
‘“distrusting ”’ it, but by jumping in and
converting it. If all the consecration is
ut into the ministry and all the brains
into the other professions neither the pulpit
nor the world will profit. The sum and
substance of all of which is that when a
young man has conie out on to the distinct
Christian ground of putting himself under
contribution to the public weal, the selection
of a career, best suited to himself and to
the needs of humanity, is simply a matter
of studving adaptations, and deciding by
what art, trade, business or profession he
can subserve that weal the best.
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