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M AR his Cisciples Temnerchomen thatb il was writhen, The sval of Uiine Soues betl
ongen e up,==JoEx 2 10

Ovx, Teferadly, “ consumed me”  Association iz ome of the
mogt obvicus and powerfol laws of our mental constitngion.
Thromgh ite operation. cven the most earveless olserver not
nnfr r["wmlv finds himsclf aroueed by vivid recollections of
facts and events past. And much more frme 1s it that the
thoughrtn ohserver can searvccly see an act or hear & word of
an carnest, faithul II.{_|E]".I1.. "-"-'".IlhilLl;- receiving Impressions more
or legs impertant. 10 is consistenl with the philosaphy of
thonght that the mogt singuler seewrrences should wrednes the
deepest and most powerful refleciions. The securrence may
he as singularly out of the wsmal course as & miracle ia aside
from the laws of aature, snd yet it may be as singnlarly wise
in its adaptarion to the end in view, namely, the produe
tion ol thonght and reflection. These obeervations have been
suszestod by the comnection in whiel onr text stands. The
Hawionr h "ul heen spending gome days in Capernaum, (his ovn
eity, Matt. 9 : 1) in eompany with his mother and Tis hrethren.
He had nst l]nﬂlmmerl the beginning of his miracles at the
marriage in Cana of Galiloe. From thenes he seerns to have
went ar onee inie the gecial eircle at Capernawm, whera 1t s
gaid “he eomtinued many days”  And these were, donbtless,
days of devotion, uet only proparatory to the Jewish feast,
which was at hand, bnt slo preparatory to his public ministry




npon a theme worthy of exertion. On this theme lhe mind
comeentrates itzell, Lere it dwells, here it thinks, here il plans,
and here it vows : on this thome the intellect throws the Lrilli-
aney of its lght; on this theme the heart pours its warmesl
emotiong,  Thus viewsd and thus prepared, the theme = lalen
to omr ermahrace. It s loved with Gudlike affection ; our whole
heing heeomes absorbad in it the eye sees i, the wind grasps
it, tho nnderslanding  comprehends it, and the hearr loves it
This gives uz an appropriate view of fhe nature of Christian
zegl. [t iz nfense love for the objeefs of Chrislian labor,
with an fmpassioned and  ever-burning  ardor (o magmnity,
extend, and give prominence to these objects.  They thus
became a part of the intelleetual, moral, aud experimental
being, Mueh ds zeed, biblically. It wus the burning fire shut
ap in the homes of the arveient prophet, and which made it
more wearisome to bim to forbear than to speak the word of
God. Il waz the senpue in the mouth of the Apostles, when
ngainst graal opposition they 2aid, We can not bul speak the
things which wa have scen and heard.

II, It will now be viewad in another aspect; I mean s
Practieal Fower ax an Klement of Usefulness. The rowsk
of Chriatian zeal liss,

1st. In its eminent disereféon. While i may have the
bravery of the warrior, the cowrage of the martyr, and the
holiness of a parriod, it {8 nevertheless pretiminent for its dis-
eretion; and diseretion in Hooker's lucid sense @ Lis says that
“ Discretion f2 not only prodence snd lnowledps 1o govera
one’s self, but it is algo msnsgoment.” By this he means
ability t0 povern others, or time, place, ways and means of
suceses,  The Savionr's zeal was always disereel in this sense.
Tle did an aet on this ceceasion which he would uwol have
atternpted on any occasion ‘n the same form.  The Jews' puss-
over was ab hand—an institntion whose reenrrenes always
bremeht ateesh to she Jewish mind God's merey and wisdom
in their daliveranen out of Epypt—an institntion which was
connected with their putriavchs, their prophets, and which
embodied many of their promises, shadows, and gymbels in
regard 1o the Messinh of whem the Paschal Lanb was a type.
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impossibilities, hor ‘Christlike diseretion will not lei her
undertake imposeibilities at an inauspicions moment ; she dis-
eriminates between what is possifde and what s prodable ; she
i an invaluable fiend, for she nover forsakes her allies; she
is & wary antagoniat, Zor she never ecases to watch for fe time
to strike for viclory ; she inspired the ministry of Voak one
hundred and twenty years, while preaching righteonsness and
building the ark ; ghe atood with Moses hefore the hanghty
appregsor of It-;L'H-L.T: in Eeypt, while faithful to his fmst he
delivered his messaps from God:  “ Let my son 2o that he
Ay serve me, and if thou refise to let him go, behold 1 will
slay thy son, oven thy first-born.” She travelled with the
people aveund the walls of Jericho onee a day for six days,
and the seventh day seven t'mes, and eo prefminent was her
diseretion here that she sullered not hor people to shout 11l the
long, lond blast of <he trump of victory was heard. At this
gignal sha bade them shout, wher one united voice rent the
air and the walls of Jericho came to the ground. She staid
with Mordeeal at the court of Abasuerus while she faced all
Lt fronwne anid overeame the diabolical sehernes of that wicled
MMaman ; and time wonld not suffice to tell of &1l her similar
vietories. In her histery this truth iz illustrated, that fhe rece
8 nat to the swift nor the batdle i the sirong.

5d, Christian zeal i3 eminently Zifusive, which will for-
ther illustente its wsefudness. 1t will wavel into distant lands.
It will hunger in barreen regions, It will fhace perils mmong
sgvage and hall-civilized tribes. It will go under the tor
rid  gone, into Fk"":‘nﬁl"‘lltjﬂl climes, or amid perpetual frost,
and still it iz zeal secking only to spresd the glorions gospel
of the blessed Gol gl -Tnugh every land and smong all
nationg, and to dispense its benefits Lo every class of men.
The Bavionr [ﬂ"iﬂlv indieated biz contempt of the gold and
silver eoing which he poured cut: so troe zeal despizes the
righes of this world comparatively. Yet, Lke the Savionr, she
would attire herselt in the most atlraciive form, and with
words of love and Jdndness npon her lips, walk abont the
sireets and lanecs, throueh ]uulumn il hvwnva:., visiting tem.
plog, palaces, ag well as hovels of ‘the lowest reade | ulmnp in
search of the precions jewels of the Sweionrs erown of gll_r}'_,
using her gold to feed mmortal souls,  Whether the question
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eye of Dwr. Chalmers saw at a glance the working of this, and
determinegd to bring the Gogpel to bear npon these masses.
The point selected wae the West Port, a distriet in the north-
wesb part of tho eitv, which, at the commencement of his
aperations, eonld not be surpassed in degradation by any dis-
triet of any eity in any ecuntry. IIe began by preaching in a
school-house in the Wesd Doyt During the time D, Chal-
wers preached occasionally 1o the West Port school-honse, one
important faet came out to the obsorvation of every ome,
namely, that wherever Dr. Chalmers preached, even lo the
poorest of the poor, or the most wretehed of the wretehed, the
vielr and refined wounld attend Lim even there: me & waes with
feiz Sorvicrnr, go of wes wilke Aan, In the lttle school-livuse, on
a Habbaih afternoen ¢r evening, might be seen the finest
ladies gitling gide by side with the humblest servanl-picls; in
the aisles might be seen the epuuletted officer standing with
the humblest soldiors under his compand ) at the window oul-
mide, miohit be seen two heads, cne the rich lowd, the other hie
conchan,  Eneowraged by this success in lnboring for the
salvation of lus poor lellow-citizens, Dir, Chalmers rezolved to
enlarge hiz operations, Ior this purpese hiz ordent zeal led
him to attempt the erection ol a neat snbstantisl chnrch-edifice
o the West Lerd, Lo seal five hundred and twenty gonls
tozether with school room for thres hundred children, and
wasli-housas 3 thivty thomzand dollars were resded [or this, T,
lealirers asked for thiz gnm, and 10 wag eiven, (I belisve pactly
from thiz counley,) and ihe Aowss wee regead und zoon 0lled,
Dr. Chalmers began the Wes! Focd chreh by adopting the
role, that cach member of the chureh wnd congregation must
eive smuelhing [or the support of the Gospel and edusation,
This wae thought io Le wild, but the hing was suecessful ;. poor
us the majority of the people were, each one gave., We
vigitod that chureh o 1549, and oand i one of the most inter-
eating in Ddinburgh ; there mnight be seen a congregalion of
five hundeed perpons, sume of e opee e st wreetehed in
the city, mosk of them now elothed in their righl winds; ming-
ling with them many of the el ;o day-school of thres hundred
childrem, an eveningschool of Lwo hundreed, 8 congregation
supporting iteelf to the amonnt of seventeen Lonlred dollare—
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Hudsen, Grand stroets, Broadway, ete., ave packed trom cellar
to rarret.

MAprain, it 18 an alarming featurs of the case, thai while
ehoreh removals from down to uptewn ave of cvery-dar
ocenrrence, you will nor, in a day’s walk, see a churel-edifice
being reared in the lower pact of the city,

An appeal In behalf of these lnwer wards may be rested
upon snother Important peint, namely, the fmmense interest
eanterad there. Our163 newspapers, 35 mapazines, with nearly
all our large pubishing honaes, ave there; onr forries, which
exert gnch jnfluence wpon the Sabbath habits of our ety and
stuburlk pepulation, nearly all arvivals from abroad, are there,

[t i hars the immense emigration first comes into conlach
with ve, and there receives its first impressions of our ingtitu-
tlong: thare is no equal pertion of the American goil wlhose
populution should be pervaded so rhoronghly with leaven as
that of the lower wards of New-York., This question of
churell erection in the lower wards will have to be faken up
upon its ewn merits. Tt shonld be viewed distinet and separate
from the up-town church question, 1t 1z evident that the down-
towr population differs in some respects from that of up-town.
Losing sight of this tact, the whole question Lias heon placed
in a fulse pogition. T 3s trve that the substantial, church-going
and church-sustaining popmlation has removed from the old
centres wp-town ; bub this very thet has tended rather to in-
ereage the church-needing population below,  Many of the old
church centres arg cecupied by hotels, warehonzes, and dwell-
ings, lenving no traces that churches ever esdsted there; bt
still thers are many human heings throngiuge these regions, and
spending their Sabbathy, and for that reasom need churches,
The work of ehmreh sreetion np-town may g6 on ;) but iE meeet
alze commence down-town., The uptown abivle of churches is
too expensive for down-town; the remwining old chorches
down-town are too large s the work of dewolition must go on.
Many of the old sites are still good, and chould be saved for
the purpess; bot fow of the old ediffees will answer, They
must he smaller and cheaper; but neat, and sabatantial, and
attracting.  The population below will alss need a ministry of
a different stamp: a ministry not lese cskilled in learning or
gound in theology, than the up-town ministry : but more ner-
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go s and those who have not the money, will manage to wait
ahout till the retarn of the procession.  In either case, there 1=
no tore chureh, Sabbath, Sulibath-school, or Bible-class: for
any who walk in or follow a funeral procession.  Now, do the
purties interested in Babbath fonerals dispense willi the rel-
oioms sorvices of clereymen?  Or ure there clergymen who
attonil funeral? on that day, at thar hoor, and under these eir-
enmstances §  Who are they ¥ And on what principle do they
act? These are questions of Importance.

Ad. My position on the slawvery guestion iz well kooww,
Tae subjeet has been brought before ns in a new and most
important sspoet, and we ought to meet it ke men of God,
The vote of the seeenfy-sir, who call upon the Southern Pres-
hyteries for statistics in regard o the number of glaves in their
churches, ete., 1 think, iz n swndy wéndivadion of the principles
of Choistion discipline. The words seventy-sie will hereatrer
be as memorable in Trosbyterian Listory as that date 3s in
Aaperican history.  Comnnon Zane says (hal Presbyloviang in
thie country own eighty thoussnd slaves; and that of this
rmrnber, the New-2chool own al least forty thouzand, and that
these Prosbyterian slaves ure liabls Lo all the evils of the sys
tem—mno chureh, no Christinn minisley, no Bible, no marmiage,
no parental eontrol over children,  This is a question of faet,
which the Preabyterian soorled lina a righl to Enow. Seme of
s who have travelled abromd have been made to smart under
the oditm of this comumon-fuane report, Now we wish to
know whether the thing s wue. Our Sonthern Presbyteries
can pive Hght on the subject ; thiz we ask them to do ab pre-
gent. 1t iz fust, Eéned, and wecsonoble. Tt they have clean
hands, let us see lhem, It docs seem as if the zeal of the Lord
of hosts had tuken hold of this subject. It is to De deeply
regrettod that sowe leading Dreshrterian theologlans among us
have, in their zeal, undertaken to jusrify slavery from the Bible
but even on this point, we only ask a fair and open disousston,
The fast-day, thauksriving, and Fonrth-of-Tuly sermons thas
have ernated Dom the American 15111pit, o the Bible sane-
tion of slavery, are noi 1o be taken as standard theology on the
guestion,  The intellizent Christian world will review and
compure therm with other and older standards, and ueder the
weight of impariial opinion they will sink to their level,
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uame, and to give life and power to his doetiines, what a
different world this would be! What a revival of pure and
undefiled religion—sinners comverted—saints confirmed ! Ch!
how soon the world would ke full of the knowledge of God !

Amen !
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