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*._AND HE SAID. UNTO THEM, GO YE INTO ALL THE .
- . 'WORLD,. AND_ PREACH, THE GOSPEL TO EVERY .
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R THE general diffufion of the Gofpel through
the world is an event not more defirable in itfelf, than,
clearly foretold and explicitly promifed in the Oracles
of ‘Truth. With 3l that majefty which fo eminently
charalerizes the poetry of the eaft, with a fervour of
ftile' expreflive. of the extacy of their {ouls, and with a
confidénce peculiar to infpiration, did the Jewifh pro-
Phets foretell the wider extenfion, and increafing glo-
rigs of Mefliah’s reign. Not confining themfelves tq 2
patticular age, or to the pofterity of Abraham, they
embraced, in their rapturous view, all periods of time,
and all the kindreds of the nations, = It is a light thing,
fays the evangelic Ifaiah, perfonating the Everlafting
Father in~his addrefs to the Son as our furety, It isa
dight thing that ihou fhouldeft be my fervant to raife up the
tribes of Facob, and to reflore the preferved of Ifrael : I .
will alfo give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeft
be my falvation unto the end of the earth. With equal
tranfports of gratitude, of admiration and joy, did he
anticipate the period when iIehovah fhould be one, and
his name one, throughout the world: when the light of
the knowledge of his glory, long imprifoned, by the
partition wall, within the limits of Paleftine, fhould
burft beyond its narrow boundaries, kindle farther and
wider, and illumine, with its radiance benign, the re-
moteft corners of the univerfe. '

Bur, beloved in the Lord, more glorious things are
relerved for us, The events which to Enoch, to Abra-
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ham, to Ifaiah, were pnly in prefpe&, we contemplate
as amply realized and-acéomplifhéd. “The day of the
Son of Man they beheld afar of. Elevated on the
mount of infpiration, their eyes caught a few folita
rays, refraGured over the horizon, and feebly gildin
the general rgloon;. _But lo 1. I}qu us the Sun o
Righteoufnefs has aCtually “arifen.” On yonder fkies,
amidft clouds of oppofition, we behold him irrefiftably
afcending, until he Blazes forth in- all‘the grandéur of
meridian glory. Jefus, the great Angél'of the Cove-
mant; Jelus, the glorious Antitype of the Levitical
Economy ; Jelus, the defire of all nations ; forefeen by
the eye, and foretold by the lip of ancient prophefy, hag
defcended from heaven, and tabernacled.in our worl
In his birth, in his life, his death, his refurreftion an;
afcenfion, he amply confirmed the truth of his miffion
and evinced himfelf to be the Meffiah promifed to_the
fathers. As a proof that he was the’ Mighty God an
nounced by Ifaiah, he produced miracles the moft afs
tonifhing, caufing the blind to fee, the deaf tq hear, the
Yame to walk, the dead.to arife: as 3 proof that. the
gates of paradife wete re-opened for us, and l?be holie
of all made acceflible by him, as the way, the truth,
and the life, the veil of the Temple is rent in twain. from
the top to the bottom : as a proof that he was the Sav~
iour, not of the Jews only, but alfo of the Gentiles,
the ‘wall of partition feparating between the tribes of
Abraham and of Adam, is cloven to the ground, the
enfign of the crofs waves aloft to the nations, and the
fovercign command is iffued forth, go ye info all the
world, and preach the Gofpel to every creature. To. pro-
mote obedience to this command, is at once the obje&
of our prefent meeting, and of this difcourfe. To all
who have embarked in the miflionary caulfe, and are
duly imprefled with the magnitude of the enterprife,
the following queries muft appear highly momentous :
"What are the peculiar principles of that Gofpel which
we are commanded to preach ? What is the extent of
our comnyiffion ? What is our obligation to profecute
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the undertaking ? Three queries, not more pertinent to’
the prefent occafion, than obvioufly fuggefted in the
fext. o o
" I. Waar are the peculiar principles of that Gofpel
which we are commanded to preach ? Itis unneceflary’
Targely to advert, before this intelligent audience, to
the different fignifications of the term Gofpel, as'employ-
ed in feripture. Sometimes it is underftood in a ftriét,

- limited fenfe, and fimply imports an'alfemblage of ab-

folute; unconditional pfomifes ; it is'merely a declara-
tion of Jehovak's love to our perifhing world ; and lt<
erally, fignifies good tidings of great joy. Soinetimes it
18 underftood in a fenfe more genéral, and comprehends’
the whole of revelation. The latter is' ob¥ioufly its’
meaning in the paflage fubmitted to confideration. To’
preach the Gofpel, therefore, is to unfold the various
dofirines, of ‘revelation, according to their feparate im-
portance, and theit iritimate conne&ion with each oth-
é&. To difcharge this duty with- fidelity, it is required,
L Taar we proclaim the apoftacy of mankind, and’
the ruin which neceffarily fucceeds, in'confequence of
their apoftacy.. That all have finned, and come fhort
of the glory of God, is equally an effential and an ob-
vious principle of Chriftianity. In the light of revela-
tion, we behold the human kind as weltering in their
blood, expofed in the open field, to the loathing of
their perfons ; as children of wrath, alienated from the’
life of God; without firength ; dead in trefpaffes and’

~ fins; -Thefe, and fimilar expreffions, do not import the

fufpenfion of natural life, or the difunion of foul and’
Kody ; but they imply that ftate of condemnation, in
which we are born : they alfo imply that the energies
of {piritual life are totally deftroyed, that communion
with God, the fountain of rational felicity, 13 wholly
interrupted': they imply not only an utter incapacity”’
for, but an invincible oppofition unto all that is moral~
ly or fpiritually good. ~The carnal mind is enmity againfl
Gagd, for it is not fubject to the law of God, neither indecd can
&e. ‘This corruption of pur nature was fenfibly felt, and
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feeply deplored by the more contémplative among thd
heathen.  The paffions of pride, envy, revenge, which
broke forth in deeds of i intrigue, rapine and murder ; not:
to mention war, which frequently defolated nations, and
drenched the earth with the blood of its inhabitants ; were
to them awful proofs that mankind had fallen from their
primitive purity. But although the fa&t, that our race
had degenerated, was undeniable, yet the caufe, by un«
enlightened reafon, neither was nor could be difcover- -
ed.* This interefting information, it was referved for
the Gofpel to afford. With the lamp of revelation. we
are condu&ted up from thofe deadly dreams of i iniquity,
to the apoftacy of our firft parents, as the fource of our
corruption and woe. By one #ian's difobediente, many
were made finners. By vne man fin entered into the world,
and death by fin ; and fo death paffed upon all men, for that
all have finned. The do@trine of our federal reprefent-
'ation in the firft Adam, and of our condemnation thro”
hls fall, however mortifying to the pride, or offenfive,
to the wifdom of this world, conftitutes an.important
part of the counfel of God. It has uniformly beet
confidered as an effential principle of the Gofpel, and
as fuch has been pubhckly avowed and faithfully de-
fended by all, in every age, whofe profeffion’ has refle&-
ed any honour on the Chriftian name, or whofe labours
have rendered any confiderable advantage to the Chrif=
tian caufe. Whoever thou art, child of Adam; what-
ever be thy external condmon, however elevated Ain
rank, or affluent in fortune, thou art by nature a child
of wrath an heir of hell.  There is none righteous, no noé
one. What thing foever the law faith, it faith to them that
are under the law.” There is no exception. . The charge:
is thundered  unequivocally into the ears of each per-
fon within thefe walls, of the whole pofterity of Adam 3
that every mouth may be flopped, and all the world basofnc
guilty before God.t ,

# See Halyburton’s Infufficiency of Nat Rel. c11ap 9
+ For a thort, yet fatisfa&tory, vindication of the divine proced-
are, in ordammg Adam our federal head, and imputing his tranf«
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 Bti arewe called to motirn 48 thofe that have io
Bope ? are we doomed to the melancholy exercife of
tontemplating our ruin; Withoit any profpe& of a res
tovery # No. Glory te God : although we have de-
Rrayed ourfelves, in Jehovah is our help: He thought
fipon us in our low eftate. 1m his wiidotii he contriv
¥ed, in his power he execited, arid in his grace reveal-

ed, 4 miethod by which he cai be juft, and the juflifier of

the ungodly. This is another important part of the glo-
tious gofpel. The feriptures reprefent all tht adorable
petfons of the Godhead as equally concerned, and fuf-
taining their refpellive capacities, in the' economy of
our redemption. Moved by pure unmeérited mercy,
the father, from étetnity, made a fovereign and abfolute:
thoice of a portion-of our family, whom he predeftina=
ted 1o glory ; thefe he gave as ah inheritance to his
eternal Son, becotning their furety and reprefentative in
the covenant of grace. There dppears to have been a
tranfa€tion awfully folemn, between Jehovah the Fath«
¢r and hiy Son, at thie concertion of this wondrous plany
in a formal furrender of the cle& by the former;, and
their cdrdial receptioii by the latter. ~tknow my theep,
fays the Divine Redeemer, I know iny fheep, and am:
" known of mine; and I give to them eternal life, and
,they fhall never perifh: my Father, that gave them me,

it:ﬂion to our account, I refer the réader to * Meditations oti the
rd’s Prayer ; by Lord Chiet Juftice Hale:” A defence fo caiis
#id, and {d avowed, by a perfon of his ackrowledged integrity
and literary eéminerice, carries with it double weight; and dermands
at leaft; ferious reflefltion, from thole who wantonly rejeft; as ir=
rational, the venérable dotrines of Chriftianity: Hewas no lprig/ 4,
who ought, as they fuppofe; to ** tremble when their citade! i3 afa
failed ;” buta lay-man ; and confequently no farther interefted in
the vindication of this dotrine; than he felt concerried for the’
fupport of truth, and the welfare of fellow mottals. He was ne-
implicit believer, who tatnely refigns the exercife of judgment,
and receives his principles' from parental or prieftly authority ;
but a philofopher, a friend to frée enquiry; an eininent Ratefman,
and a civilian little inferiorto any that ever adorned the bench of
his country. '
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-greatér than all. All thine aré mine, and mine are
thine. Do any atk what was the caufe of this choice ¥
1 reply, the fovereignty of Jehovah was exclufively the
~ caule. Sovereignty was the caufe why men were cho~
{en in preference to angels.. Sovereignty was the caufe
‘why one man was.chofen in preference toanother. All
the grace manifefted to the people of: God-in time, as
their pardon, their converfion, their adoption into the
divine family; their perfeverance in- holinels, and final
antroduttion to glory, 1s a confequence of thelr belng,
chofen in eteinity.. Thefc bleflings are {o many rivu-
Iets of falvation, flowing from electing love, as their ev-
erlafting fource. Art thou,. believer, highly. favoured
above the reft of the world ? F rom a-ftate of condem-
nation and wrath, haft thou obtained peace and recon-
ciliation ? Once a ftranger-and foreigner, art thou con—
{tituted a child of God, an heir of. glory, and: {weetly:
emboldened by the fpmt of adoption to cry Abba,
Father ? Inftead of that confcioufnels of guilt, thofe
forebodings- of deftru&ion, which; like arrows of the-
Almighty, {hot through and drank up-thy very {pirit,-
" art thou now refre[he§ with the {miles of thy Father’s:
countenance, with- bleffed. foretaftes-of thofe joys un-
utterable and full of glory, which are at his right hand ?/
Thus thou art diftinguithed, being. chofen in Chnft
from all eternity. Not thine own excellence, but thy-
Father's good pleafure, was the moving caufe. He hath-
faved and called thee with an holy calling, not accord--
ing to thy works, but according to his own purpofeand-
grace, given-in Ghrift. Jefus, before the world:began.

I navE neither time nor inclination, at prelent to ad-

* vert to the various objeétions which have been oceafion-

" ally urged againft this. fcriptural doétrine. The two:
following, hou ever, fo frequently, and conﬁdently pro-f
pofed, we cannot pafs altogether unnoticeds .., .

The -dofirine of eléClion has been reprefented as-
n’nhtatmrT againft the freedom: of human agency, as-
hampennn the gofpel-call, and rendering the- finner’s-
acqulefcence therewith, unwarrantable and prefumptus
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mus. . This objeCtion, however, does not really exift'in
the dollrine, but is created by the ignorant or inten-
tional mifreprefentation of its oppofers. Salvation is.
not effered to any as j)rcdcjlznatef nor refufed to any
as paffed by. Were thefe the terms upon which the gof-
pel offer was made, there might be fome foundation for
the cavil. The ﬁnner in the languageof defpair might
reply, « I poﬁefs no evidences of ‘my being eternall iy
chofen, and therefore am unwarranted to accept of the
femedy propofed ;” on the contrary, Jefus, with his un-
fearchable riches, is tendered to each hearer of the Gol-
pel mdlvxdually he is offered to all indiferiminately :
to all, without any exceptions anﬁng from age, rank;
condmon or moral chara&ter. The invitation of the
"Gofpel is as abfolute, as unhampered, as if the decree of
eleCtion did net exifts Since therefore falvation is pro-
claimed to all without exception, the refufal of any to
acquiefce, cannot arife from his‘non ele&iox, for this is
unknown to him ; but muft {pring from the enmity of
his ‘heart againft “the Gofpel. His incapacity for be-
lieving proceeds not* from his being pafled by ; but
from that lofs of moral pnnc1ple or power whxch he
fuftained by the fall.
AnoTHER obje&ion not lefs mumphantlv urced 15,
] that the belief of ablolute predeftination encourages our
- continuance in fin. . It leads to the rejeétion, or at leatt
negleét, of every Qrdmance “ The purpofe of God,”
‘it 1s argued, “is unalterablc, his willis irrefiftable, fuch
as are ele&ted muft neceflarily be faved mdependently
of means, while the damnation of the reft is unavoi
ble.” .Thefe principles, that the purpofe of God. is
unalterable, his will irrefiftable, that the ele&, and they
only, will be faved, we readily acknowledae but the
inference, that sherefore the means of grace are fuper-
feded, we deny, as both unfcriptural and fatal.” It can-
not confiftently be maintained that this do&rine dif-
countenances the ufe of means, becaufe the decree of
eleftion is not prefented unto us as the rule of our
duty ; but the authority of Jehovah, fpeaking in his
. word, Thexe he commands us to glve all dlhgence to
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take our calling and ele€tion fure ; to work out .ouy
falvatior, with fear and trembling. But let us appeal

to fals, and afcertain whether the cautious preachi
of this truth be attended with this effe€t.- Where are
the {an€tuaries of public worfhip generally crouded ?
Where do the hearers hang in trembling attention wpon
the lips of the fpeaker 3 Where are their hearts appa-
yently folemnized @ Where is every inferiour thought
feemingly abforbed in concern about the weightier n-
terefts of eternity ? In thofe places, I am bold to affirm,
where this, and other peculiar ‘doétrines of the gofpel;
are faithfully and judicioufly taught. 1 am forry,”
fays dn eminently faithful and fuceefsful fervant of the
grofs, I am forry that this do&trine of eletlion is {a
* rarely taught : and I am fure that it is not enly the
# do&trine of Chrift and his Apoftles, but that the work
** of the Gofpel in converfion of finners, and in the edi-
* fication, growth and holinefs of faints, did profper
¢ more when fuch doftrine was more commonly taught,
“ than now.”% C
It is abfurd ta affert, “ That if elefied we thall be
faved, therefore means are fuperfeded : there is-no ne-
ceflity for believing and repenting, becaufe falvation ig
certain.” Are we not appointed to holinefs as an in-
difpenfible prerequifite to glory ? Duty and privilege,
the means and the end, are conngfled infeparably in the
counfel of Ged. We are indeed chofen abfolutely to
falvation ; but no lefs abfolutely to fan&lification of
the fpirit and belief of the truth. "In conformity to that
cternal trapfallion, by which the Son of God was or«
dained the mediator of the covenant, he, in the fulnefg
of time, affuming the manhood intp a Pcrfo&a_l anion
with his divinty, agpearqad in our world, and by obey-
ing the precept and undergoing the penalty of the law,
brought in an everlafting righteoufnefs. This, sy
brethren, is the fubflance and glory of the Gofpel : that
chovah the Son, a coequal and coeternal perfon with
the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, in the Divine Effence,
affumed the charatter of Jelus, that he was invefled

* Traill’s Sermon, Vol. 2, page gz,
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with euf nature, that he was fubftituied in-orr fedesil
room, ;that :he ﬁn&amed by imputation, etr iniguitics,
and by the <ffnfion of osblood made an atiual and
ample expiation for fin:: thefe are the principles which
sender the Gofpel 2 {cheme worthy of God, wendrous
to angels, and pacifying to the awakaned cqnfmense.
. To veweal | {efns in his perfon, hxs offtces, his relatiams,
and the falvation he beflows, is the ‘whole defign of
Chriftianity. De ave fearch the fcriptures ?. Thhey #cfis
fy of Chrift. Do we confult the prophets? To him
they all bear witnefs, The teftimany of Jelus is the
fpinit of prophecy. Do we medlitate on the promifes B
They are all ye3 and amen in our Lord Jefus Chrift.
Do we oontomplate the Levitieal Law dn its .comphcau-
ed myitenm)s firaBure, its rites, ceremonies and facri-
fices ? Thelawis a fchool—msdker, leading ws to Chaift.
In relation to the Lard . Jefus, there are swo prnciphes
npon which prophets and apoftles principslly dwek ¢
end which hy claim to our pringipal vindication ; ﬁ:ﬁa-
ly, bis effentisl and uncreated godhead, and facqndl.y,
his fubRitution in the room of his people.

Tae dwunhy of Meffiah is the corner-ftome upom
which the fabdc of redemption is founded. Witheut
rlns, the Gofpel muft ceafe tq afford. cﬂnfolmn 1q oun-
felves ; and, by the heathen, to whom it is eny prefent:

urpofe to extend it, cannot be received as :a joyfuld
. The Iantummt may be unpopular, it may ke
branded asilliberal, yet, fupported by the word of Ged,
{ feel emboldened to utter it, that the Prince of Dark-
mefs is as worthy of pur communion, apd out ceumte-
mance, as the mman who perfifts deliberately, watfully
and avowedly, to deny the deity of our Lerd. Thon
prt the Soz of God—thou art the Holy one.of God, wxe the
oﬂtfeﬂions of Beelzebub to the glory of Jefus. Trueit
is, devils ave his obftinate -enemies.” Im Implacably they
nefit the progrefs of his kingdom : yet, in aur appoii-
gtion 0 him, there 5 a colouring of mahgmty‘ with
which thefe apoftate fpirits cannat poflibly be charged.
They never oppefed him as jkesr Saviour, dlothed wﬁh
their watuve, and appearing for the exprefs purpale of
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¢heir fdlvation, ‘The finite mind cannotexpand to con.
ceive the complicated blafphemies, whichiare tieceffa=
rily involved in the denial -of this déttrine. 1t ot
only charges the Father with inconfiftence, who; ipon:
bringing his firlt begotten into the world, fays, Jet alk
the angels of ‘God worfhip him : 1t not enly charges the:
Son: with prefumption, who thought it: mo:rebbery to be’
equal with God ; it:not only gives the “Holy: Ghott the:
lie, who has . afforded the: moft pointed teftimonies to
his godhead'; it not only charges the angels with idola~
try, who afcribe with a loud voice, falvation to' him whe
Jitieth upon the throne ; but it-infules the wormwood of
perdition into the fweeteft cup of Chriftian confolation.’
Expunge fiom the facred page- that fingle truth, - that
Jefus, our furety, is Jehovah the eternal, and you rob
Chriftianity of the brighteft jewel that aderns her'crown:
you rob the Chriftian of his comfort in life,.of his trie
umph in death, and of his confidence at the tribunalsj
our preaching becomes vain,:thy faith, O: believer, alfo
is vain, yea and we are found falfe witnefles of God.
The deity and ‘atonement. of our:Lord ftand and: fall
together. . Could any, but.he who is.infinite in his na-
ture, communicate infinitude of merit to his undertak-
ing? Could a being, who.is not almighty in power,
fuftain the thock of almighty wrath, and by one offer.
ing of himlelf, expiate the guilt, not only of millions of
perfons, but alfo of, millions of tranfgreflions in the fame
perfon, which are all infinite in malignity ? Thén might
this hand grafp the ocean, or this arm wield the ele~
ments of nature. “The temporary fufferings of him
¢ who was eternal, could .alone be a full compenfation
#¢for the eternal fufferings of thofe who are temporary.”
‘Rejoice, O Chriftain, in the divinity of thy Redeemer !
“This is .the name by which he is called, the Lord our
‘righteoufnefs. He is diftinguifhed with every name, per-
-fetion, honor, operation of God. He, who {uffered as
our fubftitute, is the. Father’s. equal, his fellow, .the
brightnefs of his-glory, and the exprefs image of his
perfon. By him all things were made, that are in hea-
ven and in earth, vifible and invifible, whether they. bs
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thrones or dominions, or principalities or- powe'rs aﬁ
t’hmgs were created by him-and for him.

Tue fubftitution of eur Lord Jefus, in the room of
hxs people; is another principle of the Gofpel, equally
effential and carefully to be maintained.” He uniform-
ly aed in a public capacity, as the' federal head of an
eleGed world: - All that he did, or endured, bore am
immediate relation to them. . Each i‘nﬂa,nce'of fuffering
that he underwent, from the blood of his eircumcifion
to the blood of his crofs; is imputed: to- their account,.
and fecures their redemption from wrath. Each a& of
. obedignce, which he performed, from his aflumption of
our nature. till, at death; he exclaimed i is finifhed, is
eharged to them, and- conflitutes their title to glory.
To affert that the Redeemerftood in any other capaci-
ty, that he fuffered merely as a pattern of patience, as’
- an example-of heroifm, or a-martyr te the truth, is lit-

erally to make his. crofs of none effe.. . It is to degrade:
the oracles of God to a level with the alcoran of Ma-
hommied, or the fhafters of the Bramin. With equal
propriety we might be direéted to believe in Paul, or
Peter,-or Apollos, for juftification, as in the Son of
‘God ; for they, during their lives, were noble advocates:
“for the truth, and' at laft fealed with the blood of mar~
tyrdom the doGirines they had taught. But the reali-
ty of his fubftitution in eur covenant room, of his vi-
.Canous fufferings, and of eur acceptance through a vie
carious righteoulnefs, are taught as clearly in the fcrip-
‘tures as language can exprefs them. He was delivered:
for our offences, and rofe again for our juftification.
He bare our fins in his own body upon the tree, that.
- we, being' dead unto:fin; might live unto nghteoufnefs.
There was, if the expreflion might be allowed, an atu~
al interchange of conditien between Chrift and his peo-
ple. Their tranfgreflions were accounted to him, and
conflituted:the meritorious caufe of his condemnation=
~ the Father laid on him the iniquity of us all : he hath
Borne our griefs and carried our forrows : he fuffered,
the: juft.for the unjuft, that he might bring us unto-
God, O©n the other hand, his righteoufnefs is imputed
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#iito theni; and procures their juftification ¢ there is i@

tondemnation te them: who are in Chrift Jefus: whe
fhalt: Jay' any thing to' the charge of God's ele& ? It'is
God thdt juftifieth, who is he that condemneth ? Ie st
€hriff that died. ,

For the: Holy Ghoft, thie third perfon i the gad.
head, is referved the application of the purchafed re-
demption. His office in the economy of grate is not
lels importatit, nior lefs clearly pointed out, than thofe:
of the Father and of the Son. By his almighity eniergiesy:

Be raifes fromi the death of fim, and imiparts to the foud

principles of life immortal and divine: It is the Spiri¢-
that quickeneth. In regeneration the finner is altogether.
paffive ¢ he neither predifpofes himfelf for, nor afters
wards co-opferdtes with the Spirit, it producing. thi¢
heavenly change. The Spirit, Jehovah, is exclufively:
the efficienit: The' children of the kingdom are theres
fore reprefenitéd as being borm of God, born of the Spiw
rit ; begotten again to a lively bope, by the wathing of
Tegeneration, even the renewing of the Holy Ghoft. I8
wotild be equally unneceffaty and unfeafonable to-no«
tice the varied objetions, which the pretended friendy
and avowed enemies of the ¢rofs have altermately ad--
@ticed dgainft this principle of the Gofpel: Sufhicient:
it is fot all modeft enquirers after truth, that thus hath
Jehovalt revealed, and had he not defigned that this
dotine fhould be both Believed and profefled, he
woitld fiot have tatight it with fuch precifion by the
Iips of his apoftles and prophets.  All the charaGers by
which man is reprefented, in his flatural condition; and
the official titles by which the: divine Spirit is:defignat+
ed, conicur to-render this truth unqueftionable. Why
is the formet pronounced to' be without firength, to ba'
@ead in' trefpaffes- and in fins, unlefs to: fhew that; as
teadily might the breathle{s corple imbibe the energis:

of life, and ftart fronr the tomb, vigorous and healthful,

as the finner, independently of divine aid; put forth anye
fpitittial exercife or 28t * Why is the change effoGed’
by the firft commuaication of gracious:principles, calledd

a new. birth, a-new mag, a new creation).a. egenkratien,

e i
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tinlefs to manifelt that as we are not the caufe of out
natural, we neither are, nor can be, the caufe of out
{piritual exiftence ? Why is the Spmt of. Jehovah en-
titled the fpirit of faith, of.love, of patience, of repent-
ance, unlefs to prove that by his agency upon the
heart thefe graces are’ produced and perfetted ? By
grace are we faved, through faith. ‘With the rod of
revelation the minifter of the gofpel may {mite the rock
of the human heart, but theé power of God only can
make the waters of repentance to flow forth. Like the
prophet, we may defcend into the valley.of vifion, with
deep concern we may contémplate the dry. bones fcat-
tered around the mouth.of the grave, travatling as in
birth for their re-animation, we may ¢ry, O ye dry bones‘,
hear ye the word of the Lord ; but the energifing breath
of God muft breathe upon them, before the thaking will
take place, before bone will come to his bone, and finew
to his finew, in the new creation. :

Wt mxght enumerate a variety of other truths, which
conflitute an effential part of the Golpel ; as the inftru-
mentality of faith in our juftification, the:importance of
good works, for evidencing the reality of our conver-
fion, the neceflity of conftant communion with Chrilt,
the living head, and of conftant communications from
his fulnefs, for our advancement in holinefs ; thefe; how-
ever, with many others, we'pafs over, and proceed to the

II. Seconp enquiry, Which is, the extent of our
commiffion ?

Thus is written in teyms the moft comprehenﬁve the
moft unlimited, and is addrefled to every creature.

Firft. It refpe&s finners indifcriminately, who hear
the word of reconciliation : perfons of every charatter
and condition. No exception is made in the everlaft-
ing Gofpel ; no terms are introduced to hamper the
general call, or difcourage any from complying; no
quallﬁcauons are {pecified, as repentance for former fins,
reformation of condu@, or defires after holinefs, as pre-
requifites to our acceptance of the great falvanon. Je-
fus, with the boundlefs plenitude of his covenant, with
his blood to atone, his rxghtcoufnef< to acquit, his grace

c
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to fan&ify and’ qualify for glory, i¢ propofed uncbﬁdw
tionally : wholoever will, may .come and take of the’
water of life freely. In my mafter's name, and by his:
divine appointment, I offer to each individual within .
thele walls a free falvation: Are you difeafed ?* Jefus,
whom I proclaim, is an irfinite phyfician. Are you:
defiled ?° He is made of God fan&ification.: Are you
fpiritually naked, ftript of that attire of inndcence which:

once adorned our nature ? He Has robes of nghteouf- o

nefs and garments of falvation to beftow. Are you im--
potent, and' unable te believe 7" He is the author and
finifher of our faith. Unable to -repent ? He is exalt-
ed to give repentance and remiflion.  Are you dead in
trefpaffes and fins ? Jefus, whom Fproclaim, is the ref-
urrection: and the life. The very dead he makes to hear
his voice, and live.. Let not the recollection of former
crimes, of deliberately perfevering in fin; of wilfully’
rejeling the invitations of the Gofpel, or refifting the
monitions of the Hely Ghoft, difcourage you from ac-
cepting the offered’ atonement. His 1ovc O finner, ts
boundlefs as his. being ; his graee is an ocean- thhout:
bottom, without fhore. None are this moment elevated
higher in the climes of blifs, none are filled with greater
exftacies of joy, none pour forth louder aeclamations/
of praife to the author of their falvation; than thofe
who were once plunged deepeft in perdition. Often,
often, has a fovereign I]vehcwah chofen the rudeft fiones:
in nature’s quarry, polithed them with his grace, and’
reared them up on his building ef glory. His arm is
not yet thortened, that it eannot fave.

THE commlﬁion however,1s ftill more: comprehen-
five, and extends to "all the nations of the eatth. Nething.
is more cbvious, from ancient prophecy and the writ-
ings of the 1poﬁlcs, than the final intredu&ion of the
gentxles to the privileges of the gofpel. Meffiah is there
exhibited under charafters the moft general, as the
faviour of all men, the defire of all nations, a propitiation:
for the fins of the whole world. Images in nature the
moft fignificant, are employed to fhadow for thboth the.
amplxtude and the duratton of his kingdom, It is coms
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pared to a grain of muftard-feed, which although in
stlelf almoft imperceptibly {mall, groweth into a tree, fo
that the fowls of the air lodge in its branches: to a
flane cut out of the mountains without hands, which
fhould gradually extend, fhould at length £ill the whole
carth, and remain forever. Although the gofpel had
long been partial in its {pread, Paleftine being the only
«ountry enlightened with its glory, the pofterity of
Abraham the exclufive recipients of its blefings ; yet
now the gentiles fhall haften to its light, and kings to
the brightnefs of its rifing. All the ends of the world
fhall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all the
kindreds of the natians fhall worfhip before thee. They
that dwell in the wildernels fhall bow before him, the
kings of Tarfhis and of the ifles fhall bring prelents ;
the kings of Sheba and Seba fhall offer gifts, yea all
kings fhall fall down before him, all nations fhall ferve
him. This gofpel of the kingdom fhall be preached in
all the world, fer a witnefs to all nations, and then fhall
the end * come. ' .

* It by the end ‘here mentioned, with Bifhops Newton, Hurd,
and other judicious commentators, we underftand the overthrow
of Jerufalem, there cannot poffibly be a more luminous argument
tor the authority of prophecy, nor a more encduraging argument
for us to perfevere in our undertaking. The prediétion, in all its
varied parts, received an accomplithment, na lefs minute than if
it had been a literal hiftory of events which had already occurred.
s It apﬁears, indeed,” obferves the former of thefe writers, ¢ from
the hiftory of the church, that before the deftruftion of Jerufa-
lem, the Gofpel was preached not only in the lefler Afia, and
Greece and Italy, the great theatres of attion then in the world ;
but was likewife propagated as far northward as Scythia, as far
fouthward as Ethiopia, as far eaftward as Parthia and India, as far
weftward as Spain and Britain. How improbable, and to all
human appearance, impoffible, was it that a few poor fithermen,
and {uch inferior, illiterate perfons, thould propagate and eftablith
a new religion in {o fhort a fpace ot time, throughout the world;

* doubtlefs 1t was not man’s work, but God’s : and from the fame
divine Spirit proceeded both the prophecy and the completion.”
Differt. oni Proph. vol. i. page 409, 410. ~Correlpondently with
this, Bifhop Hurd eloquently remarks, ** Againft all appearance
the fuccefs followed. In lefs than half a century the found of the
Gofpel went into all lands, and within three centurics from the
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" II1. Our obligation to attempt the more general
propagation of the Gofpel, was ouyr third enquiry, and
now invites our attention. I might mention the ex-
plicit command of the great God our Saviour : go ye
into all the world, teach all nations, baptizing in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. Does
this command lefs properly belong to us, is it lefs in-
violably binding on us, than on the apoftles, whofe ears
heard 1t audibly from the lips of their prefent Lord ?
I might obferve, that it receives an additional - obliga-
tion trom the awful folemnity of his immediate depar-
ture. No fooner had Zion’s King inftructed his difci-
ples in the things that concerned the future interfts of

his church, and iflued the royal mandate, preach the.

gofpel to every creature, than lo! he is parted from them:
making the cherub his car, and the cloud his pavilion,
he afcends on high, and enters his glory, to return no
more, until the reftitution of all things! I might add,
as another circumftance, heightening our obligation to
altivity in promoting the extenfion of his Gofpel, the
confiraining influence of redeeming love. We know
the grace of the Lord Jefus, that though he was rich,
yet for our fakes, he became poor, that we, through his
poverty, might be made rich. The degradation and
the fufferings of the Son of God in the room of his
people, impofe on them an eternal obligation for zeal
in his caufe. He has thereby fet us an example that
we fhould follow. his footfteps. Cidn we contemplate
the immenfity of his grace, in veiling the grandeur of
the God in the meannels of the Man ; the obfcurity

of his birth, that the arbiter of worlds was born in a -

manger ; the poverty of his life, that the heir of all
things had not where to lay his head ; the mingled

death of Chrift, Chriftianity afcended the imperial throne, and
had the utmoft parts of the earth for her pofleflion.” Leét. on
Proph. vol. i. page 199. Contemplating {uccefs fo unexpefted
and aftonifhing, Zion may ardently exclaim, What hath the Lord
wrought ! {he may triumphantly add, What is he not flill able ta
effe€t ! Out of the mouth of babes and fucklings he can yet ore
dain ftrength, for the boundlefs diffufion of bis Gefpel: Jeho-
vah haften 1t in his time ! : '
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ignominy and agony of his crofs ; can we contemplate
thefe, unawed with aftonifhment, uninflamed with grati-
tude and love ? Behold what manner of love is this
~ What finite mind can furvey its infinite dimenfions !
- Who can comprehend its helght its depth, its length
and its breadth ! .
P ————* Where roll my thoughts

- - % To reft from wonders ? Other wonders rlfe, .
- *And ftrike where’er they roll ; my foul is caught :

. “Heaven’s fovereign ble(¥mgs clufering from the crofs

- “Rufh on ber in a throng, and clofe her round,

. %The pris’ner of amaze.
" ¢ What heart of ftone but glows at thoughts like thefe ?*’

The very earth, that felt the pangs of diffolution, and
Jhook to her centre, the rocks that were rent, the graves
that were opened the dead who arofe, the fun who
veiled himfelf in darknefs, rebuke our mfenﬁblh*y and
ingratitude. But we {hall confine our attention to the
two followmg conﬁderanons obhgatlng us to dlﬁnter-
efted zeal in this caufe :

1ft. A concern for the glory of. God. True it is,
his operations, both in Creation and Providence, illuf-
trioufly difplay his infinite perfeftions: the Heavens
declare the glory of God, as the royal bard loftily ex-
prefles it, and the ﬁrmament fheweth his handy work :
day unto day uttereth {peech, and night unto nloht
Theweth knowledge : every obje&t around -us, 1s In-
ftamped legibly with the charallers of dxwmty all
the varied orders of being, whether animate or inani-
mate, from the minuteft reptile, crawling upon the
ez_xrth to that blazing orb which rolls majeftic along
the Heavens, proclaim the wifdom, the benignity, and
grandeur of thelr Great Creator. Thefe have afforded
to every nation under Heaven, convincing proofs of
the divine exiftence and perfealom Coutemplating
the fun, which fheds light and fertility on the carth,
the moon, that with her milder radiance gilds the even-
ing gloom or the comet, ranging ftupenduous through
the tracklefs void, the favage wanderer of the woods, no
lefs than the lettexed inhabitant of the village, hau,
acknowlodged their Author to be Divine. Yet, it is

U
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referved for the Gofpel to exhibit the moft illuftrious,
the moft aftonifhing difplay. His word, Jehovah has
magnified above all his name. On the page of infpir+
ation his holinefs, his juftice, his grace and condefcen-
fion, perfe&tions which his other werks revealed obe
{curely, are legibly and luminoufly infcribed. Here
he is revealed as the Lurd, the Lord God merciful and
gracious : as the God of love, of peace, of patience
and confolation : as a father to the fatherlefs, and mer-
ciful even to oyr unrighteeufnefles, through the atone
ment of his fon. ¢ Here that immaculate purity which
“ cannot lqok upon fin, and that aftonithing love which
¢ cannot behold the ruin of a finner, are awfully dify
¢ played : the majefty of the divine government 1s fuf;
“ tained, and the rigour of the law fulfilled : jufticeis
¢ {atisfied, mercy, without reftraint and without mea«
¢ fure, flows upon our guilty world.” In the Gofpel
exclufively, is brought to human view, that myftery
of condefcenfion and grace, God manifefted in the
flefh ; the exprels image of Jeliovah, made of no repu-
tation. This, my brethren, may juftly be pronounced
the glory that excelleth. A God invefted with our
feeble nature ; a God fuftaining, by imputation, our
tranfgreffions ; a God expiring as a facrifice for our
fins, 1s a fubjeét into which Angels defired to look,
which they contemplate with increafing admiratien,
a fubject, which to Angcls themfeves, muft remain
forever unexplored. But, alas! my brethren, are
rhere not myriads of our race, by whom the attributes
of God, as illufirated in the Gofpel, are unadmired,
unknown ? Nations, countlefs as the ftars of Heaven,
inhabit this Globe, who have neither heard his fame
nor {een his glory. They are without God, and with-
out Chrift, in the world. They are become vain in
their imaginations. They have changed the glory of
the incorruptible God into an image made like to core
ruptible man. With rudc admiration, they gaze on
the natural {un, breaking from the eaft, and kindh
day around them ; but never have their eyes beheld
the fun of righteoufnefs, whole benign glories diffipate .
the morc malignant gloom of fpiritual darknefs. Often.
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Hiave their ears been thocked with the veice bf God,
fpeaking terribly in the earthquake and the thunder;
bat are yet unhailed by his fill fmall voice in the word
of reconciliation. They feel fome fenfe of obligation
to him in whom they live, move, and have their being :
but, alas! his glory they give to others, even to Gods
of their own creation. o |
- "WirH a concern for the glory of God, we may con-
heél, as d fecond obligation for preaching the gofpel,
compalffion for our fellow mortals. Sympathy for an
objeét in diftrefs, and a painful folicitude for its relief,
are equally digmified and univerfal charaéteriftics of
buman mature. Who, that rolls in affluence; can' delib<
¢rdtely witnefs a fellow mottal perithing with- hunger,
and not adminifter a pittance to his wants ? Who, pof«
fefled of the common feelings of hamanity, could coolly
view a fellow creature fhivering in the blaft of winter,
without eadeavoring to afford him feafonable relief ?
But a thoufand thoufand fold more pitiable is the {pecs
tacle here éxhibited to our view. Not the body mere-
ly, it being perifhable in its nature, its miferies, how<
ever exquifite, are but of momentary duration ; it is
the foul, the precious, hever, never dying foul, which
¢laims our eompaflion and our aid. Do not your
~ hearts melt within you while your eye rolls over that
weftern wildernefs ? There you behold milliens of
" your fellow mortals, perithing without vifion ; ftung
deep they often are with remorfe for guilt ; but firan-
gers to that Jefus whofe blood fpeaks reconciliation
and peace. Whelmed occafionally with dread appre-
henfions of approaching ruin ; but ignorant of that
Jefus who redeems from wrath, and fecures from glory,
Hark ! from the dark thickets of yonder foreft, a voice
breaks upon my ear ! * Come over ye fervants of the
Moft High God, that teach the way of falvation, coms
over and help us.” Are we not your brethren by nature,
fprung from the fame common Parent ? Ah, beloved,
are we not verily guilty concerning thefe out* brethren,
in that we have feen the anguith of their fouls, and have
not relieved them ! TFurning our faces towards the wett,
with apparent earneftnefs, we have often prayed, be ye
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tonveried, be ye faved ; but where are the monumerits of
our zeal for their converfion and falvation ? Shall wé
remain any longer unmoved by the cry of their mife-
ries ? Can they,to whom their own falvation is their chief
concern, be altogether unconcerned about the falvation
of others ? Is it poflible that any who have tafted that
the Lord is gracious, who have felt thofe joys unuttera=
ble and full of glory, which overflow “the foul under
the affurance of his love, is it poffible for fuch to read
thofe awful declarations, where no wvifion is," the people
perifh :+ he will pour his fury upon the ‘heathen, and yet
refufe their {ubftance, refufe their fervice, for convey-
ing to them the glad tidigns of reconciliation ? Let none
deliberately ‘moek the Moft High, or wantonly infult
their mifery, by advifing us  to leave the work to Ho=
ly Providence ; that God will extend relief to them in
his own time.” Jehovah it is true worketh, but it is
equally true he worketh by means. The Gofpel has
never yet been propagated by miracle. As far as its
joyful found has extended through the earth, it has un-
varyingly been effefted through the intervention of
means. Muft the Eunuch be favingly enlightened in
the knowledge of the truth ? Philip 1s difpatched to
preach to him Jefus. Muft the Samaritan woman be
inftrued in the doérines of falvation? The Son of
‘God muft needs pafs through her country. ¥s Corne-
lius, the Roman Centurion;, to be profelyted to the Chrif=
tian religion ? Pcter is employed as the inftrument of
his converfion. Are the people of Macedonia to be
vifited with the Gofpel of peace ? Paul is addrefled by
the vifion, come over into Macedonia and help us. :

The improvement of this doétrine is not lefs inters
efting than it is obvious. : : S

I. WE are encouraged amidft. oppofition, however
invetcrate, to perfevere in our prefent undertaking.
The defign of evangelizing the nations, is not the fuds
den fally of enthufiafm : 1t is not the delufive dream
of the vifionary ; then it might poflibly evaporate with
the moment. No: it is the caufe of Jehovah, and
muft invincibly prevail, While his fovereign coms
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fhand, preach the Gofpel to cvery creature, authorizes us
to proceed ; his inviolable promife enfures both fup-
port and fuccefs: Lo, I am with you dlways even unto the
end of the world. ' o

A tHousand prophecies relative to the fpread of the
Gofpel, and the corverfion of the heatlien; yet await
their accomplithment. In the place where it was faid
unto them, ye are not my people, there they fhall be
called the fons of the livin® God ; all the ends of the
world fhall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all
the kindreds of the nations fhall worfhip before him.
Amidft profpe@s {o glorious, what eye does not fpar-
kle with joy ? What heart does not beat high with ex-
peQation ? Let Zioh rejoice, let the children of Judah
be glad, for yet a little while and their king fhall ex-
tend unlimited the honours of his reign. Sing unto
the Lord a new fong, and his praife unto the ends of
the earth ; ye that go down to the fea and all that is
therein, the ifles and the inhabitants thereof: Let the
wildernefs and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the
villages that Kedar doth inhabit ¢ thou inhabitant of
the rock fing, fhout from the top of thy mountain, for
ere long fhall the light of falvation dart joyous upon
thy dreary abode. . _

ComE, beloved 1n the Lord, let us awake froth fecu-
rity ; let'us fhake off the lethargy of former years; let
our exertions hereafter bear fome proportion to the
magnitude of our efiterprize, and to our confidence of
fuccefs. Does the enemy of the crofs eagerly feize;
and induftriouﬂy circulate, whatever tends to the dif=
honor of the Son of God ? Shall we be lefs ative in
diffufing the Gofpel of his glory ? To glut the avarice

“or gratify the ambition of their imperious mafters, do
not the minions of defpotifm brave oppofition ? They
enicounter the perils of tke ocean, fubmit to the fatigues
of the wildernefs, they laugh at the glittering fpeat,

. they rufh unmoved on death arrayed in tenfold hor-
rors ; and fhall we, who have e‘nliﬁ);d as good foldiers

under Jefus, the great captain of falvation ; we, who
profefs to have imbibed his Spirit, who endured the
D
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crofs and defpifed the fhame ; we, whom he redeemed
from the curfe, by enduring that very curfe in our
room ; we, for whom at the expen{e of his blood, he

procured an inheritance incorruptible, and crowns of

glory that never fade away ; fhall we betray lefs ardour’

and zeal ? Carelelsly can we fold our arms in floth, or
bafely fhrink from oppofition, when our Captain waves
aloft his flandard, and callsaloudto follow on:2 ‘Os-my
brethren, to all the boafts-of modermr infidelity, let us
. not afford the additional triumph, that the friends of
Zion are cold and unconcerned about her interefts.

Lkt none dare to difcourage us by multiplying ob.
je€tions. I repeat the declaration, the defign of evan-
gelizing the nations is the caufe df Jebovah, and muft
invincibly prev ail. Do any afk, where is-your autho-
rity, what is your warrant for mterfermg with the re-

ligion of the heathen unlolicited; unafked ? I'reply, the
commiffion, inftamped with thc fignatare of Zion’s

King, is this moment {pread to our view : Preach the
Gry:acl to every creature. Do any afk where are your
miffionaries, whom will you fénd; who will embark for
you in an enterprize fo difficult; fo hazardous ? I re-
ply, that with Jefus Jehoval-is the refidue of the Spi-

rit. In him all the fullnefs of the god:head dwells- bo-

dily. Evangelifts, paftors and apoftlcs, fons of than-
der, fons of confolation, he can eafily raife up- as-the
neceflitiesof Zion require; Do any afk.where are your
refources for fupporting experices, {o great as a miffion.
to the heithens muft naturally incur; your friends are
few in number, moft of thém inafluent in condition ?
We reply, that creation is our mafter's, and the fulnefs

thereot. ~ The gold and the filver are hts the caitle on:

a thou{and hills are at his difpolal ; his fervants, there-

tore, he can eafily fend forth, 1f ‘he c’hufc‘s, without-mon-
ey, without'fcrip, without" ‘purfe, and not {uffer them

to lack. = Sooncr ‘fhall the ravens of -the wildernefs
minifter to their wants, or yoétider cloud ‘pour down
manna for their fupply, than the purpofes of God:come
lhort of their accomplithment,” Do any further afk, if
" miffionarics were furnithed, if funds equal to the ex-
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penfe were colledled, is there a probability, -or-even a
pollibility, of fuccefs ? Are not the Indians roving in
their habits, inveloped in ignorance, drenghed in f{u-
perftition ? I reply, with God nothing is impoffible,
the moft unfettled, his grace can arreft, the moft be-
nighted, it-enlightens, the mofl ftubborn, it effettually
{ubdues, the rude rover of the wildernefs, no lefs than
the -politer citizen of Athz=gs or of Rome, it can turn
from idols, to ferve the living God. We rejeét as un-
worthy a reply that popular objettion, that the time is
not come, the time that the Lord’s houfe fhould be
built. ' Thus faith the Holy Gholt, to-day if ye will
hear his voice, harden not your hearts. : .

Onwy believe, and your eyes fhall yet fee the fal-
vation of our God. Read, ye that dcfpond in the
profpe& of our prefent difficulties, read the triumph
of his church in former periods of the world. At the
command of thefr covenant God, Ifrael, cruthed by op-
preflion, difheartened by difappointment, {uddenly re.
vives ; fwells beyond the chains of their captivity, and
march forth from Egypt joyful and viCtorious. Al-
ternately were the laws of nature fufpended and reverf-
€d to fubferve their deliverance, and their defence.
Have you never read of a Gidcon, of Barak, and of
Sampion, and the prophets, whom time would fail m¢
to number ? who through faith fubdued kingdoms,
 wrought righteoufnefs, obtained promifcs, flopped the
mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, efcaped
the edge of the fword, out of weaknefs were made firong,
- waxed valiant of fight, and turned to flight the armics
of the alicns ? Behold again the apoftles of the Lamb,
few in number, mean-in condition, unikilled in world-
ly policy, unaided by worldly power, with no fword
but the {word of the {pirit, with noe fhield but the {hield
of faith, they go ot corquering and to conquer. No
fooner is the trump of the Gofpel blown by this {pirit-.
ual priefthood, thanlo ! the walls of fuperftition tottey
on their bafe, every idol finks to the ground, and men
of all kindreds and all charalters, crowd to the ftand-
ard of the crofs.. Abafhed for his former unbelief, we
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hear the Jew rapturoufly exclaim, lo, I have found the
Meffiah of whom Mofes in the law, and the prophets
did write ! Convifted of his folly, we behold the gen-
tile ftart from his image, where he blindly kneeled ;
and bow in homage to the Son of David, as his Saviour
and King. Who hath heard fuch things, who hath
feen fuch things? The earth brought forth in a day,
and a nation was born at once ; for as foon as Zion
travailed, the brought forth her children. Hitherto
hath the Lord of hofts performed his promifes ; hath he
now loft power to redeem ? Is his arm unnerved by
the fhock of oppofition, or fatigued by repeated exer-
tions ! Juftly might he -admonifh our unbelief with
the antient rebuke, O thou of little faith, wherefore doft thou
doubt ! Haft thou not known, haft thou not heard that
the everlafting God, the Lord, the Creator of the eénds
of the earth, fainteth notsneither is weary.

2. From a variety of appearances in Providence, are
we not encouraged to hope that thefe prophecies are
haftening to their fulfilment ? Fatigued with her for- .
mer confinement, Zion begins to ftretch forth her arms ;
the virtually complains,  The place is too narrow for me,
&we place to me that I may dwell : bring my fons from afar,
and my daughters from the ends of the earth. Exertions
the moft unexampled, exertions the moft difinterefted,
are making for the more general diffufion of the Gofpel.
Forgetting each inferior diftinétion, nobly crucifying
that unfocial, unchriftian {pirit, which rallies around.
the ftandard of party, fo hoftile to the glory of Chrift,
and repugnant to the genius of his Gofpel, Chriftians
of different denominations are now concentrating their
efforts towards one great defign. This day we are af-
fembled to commemorate a new @ra in the annals of -
Chriftianity. A wonder indeed! Profeflofs of vari-*
ous communions, once torn by religious faftion,
each meditating the aggrandifement of his own party,
rather than the honour of their common Redeemer ;
whofe pretended zeal for the Lord of hofts evaporated
too much in rancorous refle@ions upon each other, now
aflociate together : they fit as brethren in the fame afs
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fembly ; with one mouth glorify God, and with one

" mind deliberate on the concerns of his kingdom. The
witling may deride our union, as the collufion of priefts,
for promoting the reign of fuperftition ; the fnarling
bigot may reprefent it as a confpiracy againft the truth,

+and a fearful ftride to latitudinarianifm; but confident
I am, that he who hath wrought this which you both
hearand fee, is the Holy Ghoft. While I look around
this large affembly, while I recognize our unity of de-
fign, and harmony of meafure, mark that folicitude
which hedves in every breaft, and folemnizes every
countenance, my imagination involuntarily tranfports
me to that memorable occafion, when on the day of
Pentecoft the difciples, with one accord, waited for the
promife of the Father, in the effufion of his fpirit.
Thou breath of the Lord, that as a ruthing wind de-
fcended upon them, blow mightily on our affembly.
Each heart inflame with an apoftolic enthufiafm, each
tongue endow with an. eloquence divine, to proclaim

“to the ftranger and the foreigner, the wonders of Im-
manuel’s grace ! Hail, all hail, ye, whom zeal for the
Lord of Hofts, and compaffion for perithing mortals,
have prompted to fimilar exertions ! However remote
in refidence, or different in name, of whatever clime of
the earth, or kindred of the nations you may be, our
bofoms glow towards you with the affe&ion of breth-
ren : Our arms are extended to embrace you, as work.
ers together with ourfelves in the Gofpel of one com.
mon Lord. Jehovah the Holy Ghoft blefs you abun-
dantly, and cement you more and more :- By the liberal
effufion of his influence benign, may he preferve your
union as lafting as its objeéts are important and glori-
ous. Zion’s watchmen are feeing cye to eye, blefled
pledge of the more blifsful period when the Lord fhall
be one, and his name one, throughout the world.

A varieTy of other events in Providence might be
mentioned, leading us to expe&t the fpecdy ingathering
of the gentiles. *The general fhaking of the nations is
held forth in Scripture as the forerunner of the coming
of him who is the defire of all nations. God has fore-
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warned us that lie would previeufly peur out his fury.
upon the feat of the beaft ; this prediflion has in part
been already accomplithed. The vials of his wrath
have lately been emptied forth,and lIo! the fmoke of his
torment alcendeth ! One circumftance, howevey, appears
peculiarly hopeful for the heathen, which I tremble to.
snention! the increale and effrontery of infidelity among
ourfelves. It is a part of the divine procedure, at once
syfterious and awful, that he makes trial of individu-
als and nations; he affords to them for a feafon the
ordinaaces of his grace, butif thele be unimproved, he
transfers them to others : thus were the Jews at firf
zejected, and the gentiles introduced to the privileges of
the Gofpel : thus the churches of Afia, where the power
of godlinefs fo eminently flourifhed, owing to their
apoftacy, are now utterly forlaken : they are exeGed &
fearful monument of divine difpleafure : the candle-
flick of o®”.aances is removed, and the dew of the Holy
Ghott altogether fufpended. Tracing the movements
of Providence, in former ages, and comparing our pres
fent condition with that of other Chriftian nations,
when their judgment began, we are filled with the
mingled emotions of terror and joy ; of terror for oure
felves, and of joy for the heathen. That lamp, the
glorious Gofpel, which has long fhone negletted in our
abodes, which through the foul exhalations of the pit
begins to glimmer, and threatens to expire, a righteous
God may {uddenly fnatch from our enjoyment, and
faften in the dark places of the earth. Already, in juft
indignation, he has fhed upon us a fpirit of flumber,
giving us eyes that we fhould not fee, ears that we
thould not hear, and hearts that we fthould not undere
ftand. Rarely bas infidelity afflumed a more effront~
ful air. Many that were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jefus, and early inftructed in the principles of
his divine religion, have openly remounced their pro-
feflion. They imagine that their talents can be confe- .
crated to no hetter or nobler purpde, than the blaf- -
pheming of every thing facred. They trample under
foot the Son of Ged, account the blood of the covenant

s




[ 3 ] |

tith which they were {anfified,:an unholy thing, and
do defpiteto the Spirit of Grace. If any fuch are pres
fent, with all the fidehity -of Jehovah's meflenger, I em+
brace this oppartunity to warn them of their danger.
The experiment of avowedly rejedling the great falva.
tion mudt. be confidered a4 leaf as hazardous. Have you
deliberately weighed the awful import of that declara-
tion, Jf ‘any mon be afhamed of me and my Gofpel, of him
the Son.of Man be afhamed, when ke comes n the glory

of his Fatker, end with the holy angels. Where wilt thouw
ftand, thom baptizred infidel, “thou wafhed to fouler
ftain,” where wilt theu ftand when yonder heaven fhall
- zoveal thy judge, in the full blaze of uncreated glory 2
“Can thy heart endure, when the very elements of na-
tureifhallmelt before the lightnings of his indignation?
Whether wilt thou flee for help, when the hills and
the mountains, to which a blind defpair may hurry
thee, #hall ftart afide, and leave thee a defencelefs prey
to his thirfting fword ? Canft thou anfwer for one of &
thoufand of thy erimes, when the book of remembrance,
epened by ‘his hand, fhall expofe the large <atalogue
unwelcame to thy view ? when every tranfgreffion then
ha eommitted, the covenant of baptifm violated, the
ordinances of grace negleited, the influences of the
Spirit.thou:haft quenched, each contemptuous thought
thou haft: fecretly cherithed, or fcoff openly caft at
Lhyift orthis caule, fhall rife freih to thy recolle€tion ?
The apoflate angel may palliate his doom, by pleading
¢ ghat no redemption was procured for him ;" the {av-
age of the wildernefs may leflen his condemnation, by
pleading ‘that the Saviaur was never offered to him ;"
~ butmo circumflance, thou ‘Gofpel defpifer, can be fug-
gefled to foften the herrors of thy damnation. That
declaration »from the lips of the affronted Saviour, I

- emdled and ge refufed, mufl fhut thee up in fullen and
#lent defpair. - ‘Be'mot deceived, my beloved hearers,
let mone confider ithefe as imaginary terrors that fhall
sever be reabized. ‘O, mo! as certainly as my voice
now vibrates :uppn your ears, fhall the arch angel’s
ssump thunder the fummons along the tomb, awake,
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arife ye dead and come to judgment. Let none regard
thefe reprefentations as magnified, in order to excité
unneceffary fears, or to ftartle the timid and the weak.
O, no! Who knows the power of Jehovah’s anger ? as
far as the drop of water is furpafled by the infinite
ocean, fo far will the terrors of that day rife above the

efforts of defcription. The kings of the earth, and the

great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, fhall
hide themfelves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountdins,
and cry to the mountains and rocks, fall on us, and hide us
Srom the face of him that fitteth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb ; for the great day of his wrath is come,
and who fhall be able to fland.  Acquaint now yourfelves
with him and be at peace. This day is the great God
tenewing his overtures of peace. He is in Chrift re-
conciling the world unto himfelf ; come now and let
us reafon together, is his gracious invitation. Come
now and let us reafon together ; though your fins be
as {carlet, they fhall be white as fnow ; though they be
red like crimion, they fhall be as wool.

3. From thefe words are fuggefted the doGirites up.

oti which, in preaching the Gofpel, we ought prineipals

ly to dwell. Whether at home, or among the heathen,

let it be our firft concern, to faften upon the finner’s
confeience, a conviétion of his natural degeneracy. Let
us exhibit to him, in the mirror of divine revelation,
his real though fearful counterpart, his guilt, his corx
ruption, his utter inability, by any ftrength of his ewn,
to emerge from his wretchednefs, .and thus proftrate
him fubmiffive, at the feet of fovereign mercy. Whence
arifes the bold invafion, that has lately been made up-
on the doétrines of grace, which have conftituted in all
‘ages the bulwark of Chriftianity ; the general oppofi-
tion to our election by the Father's love, our juftifica«
tion by a vicarious righteoufnefs imputed, our inftate-
ment in the covenant, and progreffive {fan&ification, by
the operations of the Holy Ghoft ? It proceeds princi-
pally, if not entirely, from ignorance of our original de-
pravity. He who acknowledges the apoftacy of man-
kind, who acknowledges that by the demerit of this

S
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apoftacy, we have forfeited every claim upon the di.
vine' favour, muft alfo acknowledge that if all are res
covered, this recovery muft be purely of grace ; if a part
only are.reftored, undeferved mercy is manifefted to
them, but not the leaft injuftice done to the reft. To the
ronfcience awakened with a fenfe of guilt, and trembling
under apprehenfions of divine wrath, it becomes us to
proclaim a crucified Jefus, as the only reinedy. There
is no falvation in any other: There is no redemption
fromi the curfe, but through the application of his blood :
There is no title to the heavenly inheritance, but by
the imputation of his righteoufnefs. Some who make
pretenfions to fuperior attainments in divine things,
have [uggefted the propriety of carefully concealing, -
in our addrefles to the heathen, the peculiar doétrines
of Chriftianity, and of adopting in their room, a {yftem
of rational religion. They fuppofe that by this accom-
modating principle, we fhould arreft their attention,
. prepoflels their affeCions, and probably fucceed in
their converfion. ~ This method, fhould it eventually
prove fuccefsful, would literally be making their faith,
to reft not on the power of God, but in the wildom of
' tmen. It-would, as a writer juftly obferves, be ¢ heath-
enizing ourfelves, inftead of Chriftianizing the heath-
en.,” But however plaufible thefe infinuations appear
in theory, in faf they are.notorioufly falfe. The artlefs,
unaffe&ted do€trines of the crofs, have ever triumphed
in the converfion of finners : they conftitute that artil-
lery of heaven, before which the ignorance of fuperfli-
tion and the hardinefs of infidelity are equally unable
to.ftand. The great apotftle of the gentiles was no un-
fuccefsful preacher of righteoufnefls ; yet, did he aim at
modelling his difcourfes to meet the different difpofi-
- tions of his hearers ? Did he aim at gratifying the curi-
ofity of the inquifitive, at flattering the pnide of the
fpeculative, or meeting the ruder apprehenfions of the
sulgar ? No : Whether his' audience was the fenfual
inhabitants of Crete, or the more polifhed citizens of
Athens, or of Rome, his theme was unvaried : He de-
termined tq.know nothing fave Jefus Chrift, and him
: e
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erucified. With the fame dofrine the Momaviaris if
the north, the Danes in the eaft, a Brainard,* a Mayhew,
an Edwards, and an Elliot, in our own country, have
brought in the firft fruits of the pagan world, as a pledge
of the ingathering of the whole. v ’

* No apotogy I truft is requifite for inferting a few remarks
from the hife of Mr. Brainard, written by the great Jonathan Ed«
wards, pages 330, 331. And here it is worthy to be confidered,
not only the effeét ot Calviniftic principles, as they are called,
upon Mr. Brainard himfelt, but alfo tﬁe fame effeft of fuch
doftrines as taught and inculcated by him, on others. Itis abun«
dantly pretended of late years, that thefe dotrines tend to under-
~ mine the very toundations of all religion and morality, and ‘ts
enervate and vacate all reaflonable motives to the exercife and prac-
tice of thém, and lay invincible ftumbling blocks before infidels,
to hinder their embracing Chriftianity ; and that the contrary doc«
trines are the fruitful principles of virtue and goodnefs, fet religs
ion on its right bafis, reprefent it in an amiable light, give its mo«
tives their full force, and recommend it to the reafon and common
fenfe of mankind ; but where can they find an inftance ot {o great

and fignal an cffet of their doélrines, in bringing infidels who -

were at fuch a diftance from all that is civil, humane, fober, ra«
tional and Chriftian, and fo full of moderate prejudices againft
thefe things, to fuch a degree of humanity, civility, exercife of
reafon, fcff-denial and Chriftian virfue? Arminians place relig-
ion in morality ;- let them bring an inflance of their doétrine, pro-
ducing fuch a transformation of a people, in point of morality.”
To thefe we may add a few obfervations of Mr, Brainard hime
felf. « Thofe doftrines, which had the moft direft tendency to
humble the fallen creature, to fhew him the mifery of his natural

flate, to bring him down to the foot of fovereign meecy, and'to

exalt the Great Redeemer, difcover his tranfcendant Excellency
and infinite precioufnefs ; and fo to recommend him to the fin-
ner’s acceptance, were the fubjeét matter of what was delivered in
public and private to them, and from time to time repeated and
inculcated upon them :” Gen. Rem. page 66. A fingle obferva-
tion like this, founded on a€tual experiment,. is more convincmg
than volumes of fpeculation. By their refpeétive fruits, we mu

~ judge of principles, as well as of perfons.  Faéls in divinity, no
lefs than in philofophy, are obftinate arguments. Thefe doftrines
therefore which have overcome all poflible oppofition, which tri-
umphed, in the firft promulgation of the Gofpel, over the influ.
ence of combined wealth, policy and power, which have fince
fucceeded in purifying the moft profligate, in civilizing the moft
favage, which have proftrated the pride of philofophy at the foot
of the crofs, and changed even the lion into a lamb, prove them-
felves fully to be both the wifdom of God, and the power of God.
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‘Acain, while we recommend the finner to the Lord
Jefus for reconciliation and acceptance, let us unequiv-
ocally point out the neceflity of the Spirit for fan&ifica-
tion.” With equal propriety might Chrift and his right-
,coufnefs be averloocked, as the Holy Ghoft and his
operations. Perhaps a concealment of this fcriptural
truth may be confidered as a principal reafon why the
preaching of the Gofpel is {fo mournfully unfuccefsful
among ourfelves. By not duly realizing our utter in-
ability to produce a faving change upon our hearers,
gor teaching them the humiliating leffon, that they are
without ftrength, that they cannot aét faith, repentance,
or any other grace, independently of divine aid, we
have provoked the gracious Spirit to depart; and what
is the confequence ?. Ordinances have loft their ulual
efficacy ; they are not, as formerly, the power of God
for the cogvittion and converfion of finners. To our
-smournful experience, we have now been taught, what
we refuled to learn from his word, that without ﬁzm we can
do nothing.

PerMIT me to mtrude further upon your patxence
by inviting the attention of two claffes of my audience.
. SucH of us, brethren and fathers as areinvefted with
the facred office of the miniftry, thefe words call loud,
1y to roufe from our {piritual floth, to give dxlxgence te
make our own calling and ele&ion fure. . Pretenfions
of zeal for fpreading the Gofpel muft be mege mockery
of the Moft High, if we, ourlelves, have not prevxouﬂy
honoured him by believing on his Son ; beﬁdes, of all
men, the ungodly minifter is, beyond co'xcepuon thg
moft miferable. Each terror of the law, which he de-
nounces againft others, faftens the {eal to his own con-
demnation. While, with his hand, ke poiats his hear-
ers the path to immortality, his own fect are gliding
imperceptibly along the plain to endlels deftruétion.
He is employed in recommending a Saviour, in whom
" he has‘no intereft ; in pamtmw the joys of heaven,
‘which, without a change, he fhall never participate ;
in defcribing the horrors of a hell, to which he is hal-
tening, The weight of our plefent work, requires us
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allo to be ftrong in the grace that is in Chrift Jefus,
Our fi uation is awfully critical, no lefs than important
do. we look at home, ,mﬁdehty rages ; like a mighey
torrent, fwelling as it advances, it has broken in upon
our borders, and thoufands on every hand are: hur«
ried and overwhelmed in its deadly ftream : rifing again,
as they roll, they now float upon the furface, and are
polluung, with the contagion of hell, the whole atmof
phere of the Church. Do we-look abroad a field ima
menfe and uncultivated opens to our view. The Vines
yard of the Lord of Hofls, is fpreading wide her bouns
_ daries ; but, alas! who is fufficient to explore and im-
prove her uncultivated parts ? Thefe things are men-
tioned, not’ to difcourage from our prefent purpofes :
God forbid! but they are defigned to fhake ‘us from
every created confidence, that we may reft upon Jeho-
vah, as our fupport. To him, no difficulty is uncon.
querable, no obftacle infarmountable. Relyitig on his
{trength, the feeble become as David ; werm Jacob
threfhes the mountains, 2nd beats them “fmall as”duft,

Oppofition, in the difcharge of our duty, we muft cal.
culate upon meeting : our greateft temptation; however,

docs not arife from the open adverfary ; the enemy in
the ca the traitor in difguife, is our moft dangerous
foe: mﬁc reproach of being “nghteous overmuch *
of being ** frantic, wild, or enthufiaftic,” fecretly infin.
uated By a brother, or a friend, has often ferved to
fhake from his  firmnels the man who could have met
unmovcd the majefty of tribunals, and the terror of
flames. ~ But let not thefe things trouble. us; neither let
us hold our reputation, or even our lives, dear that we
may finith cur courfe with joy. Brethren, remember, wé
muft be comparatively hated, houfes and lands muft be
forfaken, when' the honours of our mafter and the fal-
vation of fouls are at ftake. What avail all the pain,
the poverty, or reproach, that can accompany the crofs,

‘when - the unutterable glories of the crown {well upon
our view ? Need we flartle at the apprehenfion of be-
ing difowned by an acquaintance, however refpefted,

or a brother, a fifter, or parent, however dear ? - believ-
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iug thut -they-who 'tumn many to ' righteoufnefs, fhall
ﬂnrie*m'ﬁard -and>as fons foréver and ever. - The con-
verfion of:.a-fingle favage, ‘will reward us a thoufand
fold. . 'Trm(porting thought !-As this-event-now tranf-
ports; wilbahrill the fpinits of jull men-perfetted : them
will.be: joy before the Angels of God.: Jefus, onr be.
toved,; will!fee- of the traval.of his foul and be {atisfied -
the : Holy Glioft rwill, hav& another !tnonument to the
glorytof h:sngraca S
- Aie 8%, Yeto fuch as ave aot: lmmedlatcly conne&ed
with any paftoral charge, examine whether Providence
be not-galling them to embark as miffionaries to- the
heathen. The prefent is a fingularly favourable oppor-
tunity for fuch, of bringing glory to the Redeemer, of
rendering mconce,wable fervices to their fellow-crea-
tures, and embalmmg cternally their own names among
the living in Jerufalem. ¢ Honourable among men,
honourable in the eyes of angels, and of God 'himfelf,
will our firft miffionaries be.” Might I, without the
{ufpicion of oftentation, be indulged in expreﬁing my
own feelings, I would declare, that, next to that grace
of the Lord Jefus that accounted me faithful for the
miniftry, I adore his goodnefs in giving me a feat in
this Miffionary Society ; and a greater glory than either
would I account it, were his Providence pointing me
out as a fuitable mlﬁionary preacher to the heathen.
If a bare cup of cold water given to a difciple of Jefus, _
fhall not be forgotten ; if the honeft confeflion of his
name will be honourably acknowledged in prefence of
his Father and the angels ; how accumulated muft be
the reward, how unutterable the glory of thofe who
Jeave all and follow him ; who exchange the lap of
cafe, and affluence and honour for the fatigues, the
poverty, and perils of the w1ldemefs Near to the
Mediator on his throne will fuch be invited to fit down ;
palms of immortal viélory will be put into their hands
and crowns of pre-eminent luftre fet upon their heads.
Behold the ark-of the ‘covenant refts, even the everlafi-
ing Gofpel ; 'is there no tribe of Levi to light it upand
bear it along ? Ocean divides his waters that you may
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fafely pafs over! Wil you tempt:the Lord by waiting

for farther figns ? Lo, the pillar of cloud and of fire,
the pavilion of the redeeming angel, defcends;; it hov~

- ers over yonder wafte, will you not ventuse forward |

under its divine protetion ? Already the voice re-echoes
through the wildernefs, grepare ye the way of the Lord.
The mountains fink, the valleys rife, crooked. places aré
made ftraight, and rough -places plain. Go throught
go through! ye mmxfters of our God, and ‘may the
breaker go up bcfom you, even: Jehovah our kmg, upon
your head.

Now, « BLnssxn BE THE Lonn Gon, THE Gon or
Isnu.x., WHO ONLY DOTH WONnxovs THINGS ;' AND

. BLESSED BE HIS GLORIOUS NAM‘E FOREVBR' AND LET

THE WHOLE EARTH BE ru.u.n wxrn HIS, cx.on!
AMEN AND AMEN' s e
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