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If ever any country owed to one of its

citizens an incalculable debt of gratitude, that country

is the United States, that citizen was the late George
Washington. To do jufliice to his exalted merit, far

exceeds my abilities. In making the attempt, I mull
furely fail, for none could fucceed. I not only crave,

but claim your indulgence. The talk on which I am
entering is of your appointment, and it is of fuch a del-

icate and arduous nature, that to its proper execution,

not only my feeble powers, but the firll abilities in the

world would be inadequate.

On the nth of February, 1732, Virginia had the

honour of giving birth to the illuflrious man, whofe
death we this day deplore. His anceftors migrated

from England, and were among the firft fettlers of this

firft of the Britifli provinces in America. I cannot

fpeak from pofitive anecdote, what was his fituation

and employment for the firfl twenty years of his life ;

but I have heard, that in his youth he was remarkably

grave, filent, and thoughtful, active and methodical in

bufmefs, highly dignified in his appearance and man-
ners, and Itriclly honourable in all his deportment.

The firil public notice of him, that I have feen, was
in a note to a fermon, printed in London forty-five

years ago, which had been preached a Ihort time be-
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fore, in Hanover-county, Virginia, on fome public occa-

iion, by the late Prefident Davies. In this, the preach-

er obferved, " I may point out to the public that heroic

vouth. Colonel Washington, whom I cannot but

hope, Providence has hitherto preferved for fome im-

portant fervice to his country." As no thought of

American Independence was entertained at that early

day, this obfervation could only have been founded in a

knowledge of his talents and chara<5ler. Indeed his ap-

pearance would have jufliified fuch a prefentiment, for

majefty and dignity were remarkably confpicuous in

his countenance, and the figure of his perfon.

Very foon after young Washington was tv/enty-

one years of age, he was employed by the government
of Virginia, on an embaffy to negociate the removal of

fome French fettiers from the Ohio, who had fortified

themfelves in the vicinity of that river, on lands claim-

ed by the King of Great-Britain. In the execution of

this truft, he travelled upwards of four hundred miles,

and his route, for one half of that diftance, led through

pathlefs woods, inhabited only by favage beads and
more favage men. He was attended only by one com-
panion, and proceeded on foot from Winchefter : his

negociations failing, Virginia raifed three hundred men,
and put them under his command, and inflruded him
to proceed to the Ohio. An engagement took place,

between the French and Virginians, in which the for-

mer were at firfl defeated ; but being afterwards re-

inforced with nine hundred men, they reduced Colonel

Washington, after making a brave defence, to the

neceflity of fubmitting to honourable terms of capitu-

lation.

The conteft, about thefe lands, becoming more feri-

ous. General Braddock was fent with a regular force

from Great-Britain, to fupport the claims of his Bri-

tannic Majefty. His impetuous valour puflied him
forward into an ambufcade of French and Indians, in

which he was killed, and his army routed. The re-

xnains of it were rallied ^ and brought off in fafety, un-
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der the direftion and by the adJrefs of Colonel Wash-
ington.
The next expedition was niore fiiccefsful, and re-

flored tranquilHty to the province of Virginia. When
this event took place, the young citizen Ibldier, being

no longer called to the difcharge of military duty, re-

fumed his habits of civil life, and continued therein,

until a new and unexpected fcene, about twenty years

after, brought him forward on a much more confpicu-

ous theatre.

In the year 1774, the Britifh miniflry completed

their fyflem for taxing their Colonies. America was

roufed \ and, by a fimultaneous impulfe, formed a Con-
grefs of her mod enlightened fons, to devife fuch meaf-

ures as bid faireft to preferve her endangered liberties.

To this illuftrious alTembly Washington was deputed,

and he contributed his full proportion in forming the

wife plans which were by them adopted. Great-Britain

turned a deaf ear to their petitions, and proceeded to

coerce the Colonies by a military force. MalTachufetts

being immediately attacked, had, in the flrll inftance,

embodied an army for its defence ; but as foon as it

was determined to make a common caufe with that

much injured province, it became necefiary that her

local army fhould be made the army cf the United
Colonies, and be officered by Congrefs,

New-England had her Pomeroy, her Ward, and
her Putnam, and many others who had feen as much,
or perhaps more fervice than Washington

; yet their

wife delegates concurred in elevating the Virginian

over their own favourite fons. The appointment of a

commander in chief of all the armies raifed, or to be
raifed, was effected by an unanimous vote, and without

competition. Not only Congrefs, but the inhabitants

in every part of the United Colonies, feemed, by one

confent, to point to Washington, as the chofen in-

ftrument of Heaven, to guide them, through the florms

of war, to the haven of peace and fafety. His native
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modefly begat diflrufts in his own breaft, from which

others were free.

In his acceptance of the office, he defired, " that

it might be remembered by every gentleman prefent,

that he declared, with the utmoft fincerity, that he

did not think himfeif equal to the comm^and with

which he was honoured."

On the third of July, 1775, he arrived at Cambridge,

and entered upon the duties of his high ftation. Great

were the difficulties vvliich preffed on the new com-

mander in chief. To introduce difciphne and fubordi-

nation among the free hufbandmen, who had lately

aifumed the military character, and who were accuf-

tomed to act from the impulfe of their own minds,

was an arduous labour. To procure effedive fervice

from men who carry with them the fpirit of freedom

into the field, requires virtues which are rarely found

in military charadlers. The greater part of the Ameri-

cans, officers as v/ell as foldiers, had never feen any

fervice, were ignorant of their duty, and but feebly

impreffed Vvdth the ideas of union, fubordination, and

difcipline. To form an army of fucii materials, fit to

take the field againll Britifh veteran troops, was the

talk aiTigned to General Washington. In effefting

this, he conduced with fo much prudence, as to make
it doubtful whether we ought moll to admire the pa-

tient, accommodating fpirit of the man, or the con-

fummate addrefs of the general.

The American troops were only engaged for a few
months' fervice, and were in a great meafure defcitute

of ammunition. On the 4th of Auguft, 1775, and for

fourteen days after, the whole (lock of powder in the

American camp, and in the public magazines of New-
England, was not fufficient to make ten rounds a m.an.

Under all thefe difadvantages, the commander in chief

adopted fuch efficient arrangements, as protected the

country, confined the Britifh army to Bofton, and
finally obliged them to evacuate that city on the 1 7th

of March, 1776. His condutl was fo pleafmg to Con-
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grefs, that they ordered a medal to be ftruck, with
iuitable devices, to perpetuate the remembrance of the
great event ; and i'o much to the fatisfadion of the
people of Maflachufetts, that he was prefented with a
molt flattering addrefs from their Council and Houfe
of Reprefentatlves.

Hitherto General Washington had embarked in

the war with the fond idea of a reconcilement wltli

the parent Hate. Independence was an after-thought,

forced on the Colonies by the refufal of Great-Britain to

redrefs their grievances. Though he was not among
the firfl to embrace the fcheme of independence, vet

as foon as he perceived the neccffity of the meafure, he
heartily came into it. Far from wifhlng fuch a turn
of affairs, as muff neceffarily lead to his perfonal ag-

grandizement, as long as one ray of hope remained,
he ardently panted for fuch a return of m.oderatlon

and wifdom to the rulers of Great-Britain, as would
have united the two countries in their ancient habits

of union and friendflilp.

Soon after the evacuation of Boflon, General Wash-
INGTON, with the army under his command, took
their pofition in New-York. Great were the difficul-

ties he had to encounter at Boflon, but much greater

prefTed upon him in New-York. In the former fitua-

tion, he commanded a force far fuperior in number to

the enemy : in the latter, his whole army was fhort of
18,000 men ; and of thefe a great proportion was mi-
litia. To thefe were oppofed upwards of 30,000 Britiih

veterans, fupported by a powerful navy. In this fitu-

ation, after much thought. General Washington re-

folved on a war of polls. He flood his ground, as

long as it could be done, without rllking too much,
and then prevented the lafl extremity, by evacuating
and retreating. He rightly judged, that to him, delay
was victory ; and not to be conquered, was to conquer.
By this policy, he wore away the campaign of 1776.
Though the 13ritifh counted on the complete conquefl
of the Colonies in that year, it wtxs the middle of Sep-
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tember before they got footing in the city of New-
York, and beyond the middle of November before

they obtained full poiTeflion of New-York ifland.

The evacuatix^ig and retreating fyilem, adopted by

General Washington, fubje6:ed him to the clamours

of fnort-fighted poHticians, who queftioned his decifion

and fjjirit. He had it always in his power to have vin-

dicated himfelf, by ftating the inferiority of his num-
bers, and the total unhtnefs of his raw troops to con-

tend with the veteran force oppofed to them ; but with

true magnanimity he bore thofe reproaches, and con-

cealed his real fituation.

In the latter end of November, the Britifh comman-
ders, inftead of retiring into winter quarters, after driv-

ing the Americans from the State of New-York, pur-

fued them into New-Jerfey, with the fair profpeft of

annihilating their whole force. The moment was crit-

ical. Dangers and difficuhies prefled on all fides. On
the fixteenth of November, 2700 of the American

army were taken prifoners in fort Wafhington. In

fourteen days after that event, the flying camp, amount-

ing to 10,000 men, having ferved out their time, claim-

ed their difcharge. Other whole regiments, on fimi..

lar grounds, did the fame. The few that remained

with General Washington fcarcely exceeded 3000,

and they were in a mod forlorn condition, without

tents, or blankets, or any utenfils to drefs their provi-

fions. Under ail thefc difadvantages, they were oblig-

ed to confult their fafety, by retreating towards Phila-

delphia, from a victorious army, preffing clofe on their

rear. As they marched through the country, fcarcely

one of the inhabitants joined them, while numbers

were daily flocking to the royal army for protedion.

Not only the common people changed fides in this

gloomy (late of aflairs ; but feveral of the leading men
in New-Jerfey, and Pennfylvania, adopted the fame ex-

pedient. Congrefs fled from Philadelphia to Baltimore.

The hearts of many brave Americans began to fail,

L
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and to give up all hope of maintaining their indepen-

dence.

In this period, when the American army was relin-

quifhing their General ; the people giving up the caufe ;

fome of their leaders going over to the enemy, and the

Britifli commanders fucceeding in every enterprife.

General WASHnrr.TON did not defpair. He flowly

retreated before the advancing foe, and determined to

fall back to Pennfylvania—to Aiigulta county in Vir-

ginia—and, if neceflary, to the weilward of yonder

Mountains, where he was refolved, in the lafl extrem-

ity, to renew the ftruggic for the independence of his

country. While his unconquered mind was brooding

on thefe ideas, 1500 of the Pennfylvania mihtia joined

him. With this fmall increafe of force he formed the

bold refolution of re-croffing the Delaware, and attack-

ing that part of the enemy which was polled in Tren-

ton. Heaven fmiled on the enterprife. On the 26th

of December, 900 Heffians were killed, wounded or

taken prifoners. This bold enterprife was, in eight

days after, followed by another, which was planned

with great addrefs. General Washington with his

army ftole away under cover of the night, from the

vicinity of a force far fuperior to his own, and attacked

in their rear a detachment of the Britifh polled in

Princeton : 300 were taken prifoners, and about 100
killed and wounded. Thefe two victories revived the

drooping fpirits of the Americarss, and feemed, under
Providence, to have been the means of their political

falvation. They made the Britifh fo cautious of ex-

tending their polls, that General Washington, with

an army of 1500 men, for feveral m.onths, kept nearly

1 5,000 of the enemy clofely pent up in Brunfwick.

The fame wife policy of avoiding decifive engage-

ments was purfued by our Hero through the campaign
of 1777, with fo much effect, that it was as late as the

26th of September before Sir Wilham Howe pofTefled

himfelf of Philadelphia. In the variou.5 marches and
counter-marches which took place between the two
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armies, in the courfe of this campaign, repeated proofs

were given, that though General Washington was

forward to engage, when he thought it to his advan-

tage, yet it was impolTible for the royal commander

to bring him to a£lion againft his confent.

I claim 3^our indulgence for recapitulating fo much
of the hiftory of our late revolution, which is already

known to you all. It is no digrellion. It is all to my
purpofe. When General Washington is the fubjed,

hiftory and eulogy are the fame ; the fpeaker praifes

him beft, who gives the moil faithful narrative of his

aftions.

If time permitted, I would run over every campaign,

and point out to you, in each, the many inftances in

which our Hero difplayed the talents of an accomplilh-

ed general, as well as the mild virtues of the father of

his country. I -would particularize how eager he was

to attack, when it could be done to advantage ; and

with how much dexterity he avoided engagements,

when his fituation was unfavourable. With what ad-

drefs he kept together a half naked, half ftarved, and

unpaid army, particularly in the laft year of the war,

when gold and filver were baniflied from circulation,

and the continental currency had depreciated almofl to

nothing. I would unfold how the magic of his name
produced union and concert among the jarring States,

and their difcordant troops. I would—but time fails

me even to enumerate the topics, from which, by the

fimple relation of fafts, 1 couid heighten your admira-

tion of this extraordinary man. I fhall, therefore,

conclude my obfervations on his military career, by ob-

ferving, that in confequence of a mofl judicious plan, in

concerting, and executing which. General Washing-
ton had a principal fliare, Lord Cornwallis, with 7000
men, was, in October, 1781, compelled to furrender

to the combined forces of France and the United

States. This was the clofmg fcene of the revolutionary

war. At Trenton the firft, and at York-Town the laft

decifive blow was given to the Britifh forces in the
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United States, and both were conduced under the

immediate command of General Washington.
Though the capture of Lord Cornwallis, in a great

mealure, terminated the war, yet great and important

fervices were rendered to the United States, by our
General, after that event. The army, which had fought

the battles of independence, was about to be difbanded

without being paid. At this period, when the minds
of both officers and men were in a highly irritable ftate,

attempts were made, by plaufible but feditious publica-

tions, to induce them to unite in redreffing their griev-

ancts, while they had arms in their hands. The whole
of General Washington's influence v/as exerted,

and nothing lefs than his unbounded influence would
have been availing, to prevent the adoption of meafures,

that threatened to involve the country in an inteftine

war, between the army on the one fide, and the citizens

on the other. If Washington had been a Julius

Cefar, or an Ohver Cromv/ell, all we probably would
have gained by the revolution would have been a

change of our allegiance ; from being the lubjeds of

George the Third of Great-Britain, to become the fub-

jects of George the Firfi: of America.

The war being ended ; the peace, liberties, and in-

dependence of thefe States being acknowledged and
fecured, our beloved General prefents himfelf before

Congrefs, and returns into their hands his com-milTion

as Commander in Chief of their armies. The fcene was
grand and majeftic. After having fuccefsfully ferved

his country for eight years, and conducted its armies

through a revolutionary war, which terminated in the

eftablilhment of the liberties and independence of thefe

States, when he is about to retire to private hfe, does

he demand honours or emoluments for himfelf, family,

or friends ? No fuch thing. In modefl language, he

recommended to the favourable notice, and patronage of

Congrefs, the confidential ofHcers who were attached to

his perfon. For them, he indireftly afks favours, but

<nothing for himfelf. The only privilege conferred by
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Congrefs on the retiring Washington, which diflin-

guil{:td him from any other private citizen, was, a right

of fending and receiving letters free of poflage. Think
not, I mean to charge my country with ingratitude.

Nothing would have been refufed to him, which he

wifhcd to have ; but to ufe his own language on ano-

ther occafion, " he ihut his hand againfl all pecuniary

compenfation.'*

Do you afk me, how this illuftrious General, after

being ufed for eight years to camps, bore the languid

indifference of private life ?' Do you inquire, whether

he went to Europe in a public or private characiier ?

Had he been a vain man, fond of applaufe, or of ght-

tering in the public eye, he would doubtlefs have put

himielf in the way of receiving thofe flattering atten»

tions, v.'hich are fo eagerly coveted by the vulgar great.

Very different was the line of condu6l he purfued.

After refigning his commiffion, he haftened, with inef-^

fable delight, to his long-neglected farm at Mount Ver«.

non ; flieathed his fword ; laid afide his uniform, and
ailumed the drefs and habits of a country gentleman.

With the fame affiduity he had lately vifited camps and
forts, he began once more to vifit his fields and his

mills. In a fliort time, the firft general of the world
became the beft farmer in Virginia.

Do you inquire, on what fubjecls this great man, after

retiring from an exalted public itation, ufed to converfe?

Was it his pradice to " fight his battles o'er again,"

and entertain his company with a recital of the great

fcenes in which he had been a principal a£tor ? Afk
the many gentlemen who partook of his hofpitalit3^^

and they will one and all tell you, that he rarely fpoke

of the war, and ftill more rarely of himfelf, unlefs his

guells forced converfation upon thefe fubjects. His

favourite topics were agricultural ; on thefe he dwelled

with peculiar pleafure, and rejoiced in every opportu-

nity of giving and receiving information on the firfl

and beft employment of man. In this beloved retreat,

from the cares and bufmefs of public life, he wiflied to
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fpend the remainder of his days ; but, after having en-

joyed himfclf on his farm for four years, his country
again called for his fervices.

From the inefficacy of the articles of Confederation,

and from fcveral other concurring caufcs, a tide of evils

flowed in upon the United States, in the years that im-

mediately followed the return of peace. A Convention
of the different States was called, to digeft a form of

government, equal to the exigencies of the Union. To
this illuftrious affembly General Washington was
deputed, and of it he was unanimoufly elefted prefident.

His wifdom had a great lliare in forming, and the in-

fluence of his name a ftill greater in procuring, the ac-

ceptance of the Conflitution, which the Convention rec-

ommended to the people for their adoption. By this,

one legiflative, executive, and judicial power was made
to pervade all the States, and the executive in particu-

lar was committed to an officer, by the name of Pre-

fident. Though great diverfity of opinions had pre^

vailed about the merits of the new Conflitution, there

was but one opinion about the perfon who fliould be
appointed its fupreme executive officer. Three millions

of people, by their reprefentatives, unanimoufly gave
their fuffrages in favour of George Washington.
Unambitious of further honours, he wiflied to be excu-

fed from all public fervice ; but that ardent patriotifm,

by which he had always been governed, prevailed over

his love of retirement, and induced him once more to

engage in the great work of making a nation happy.

The popularity of his name, and the confidence which
the people of all the States repofed in his tried integrity,

enabled him to give an energy to the new Conflitution,

which it would not have had under the adminiftratiori

of any other perfon.

I need not remind you of the great improvements
which have taken place in the wealth, refources, and
commerce of the United States fmce Washington has

been Prefident. You know them, you feel them ; and
the daily increafmg profperity of our country attefls

them.
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In the iiiidfl of this profperity, a florm arofe m a far

diftant land, which threatened to involve thefe States in

its wide fpreading devaftation ; but our political pilot

once more faved us from impending dan.q^er. When
the war broke out between France and England^ an

artful minifter was fent from the former, with the

avowed defign of involving us in the contefl. The
kindred name of a republic ; unbounded love and

gratitude to France for beneficial aid, afforded us iu

our ftruggle for independence ; rankling hatred of

Great-Britain for the many injuries Hie had done us in

the fame period, all concurred to make a ftrong party

among us, favourable to the views of the French minif-

ter. This was increafed by impoHtic and illegal cap-

tures of our floating property, by the veiTels of his

Britannic Majeily. When we were apparently on the

point of being drawn into the vortex of the war, Prefi-

delit Washington, by virtue of his conflitutional pow-

ers, prevented it. He nominated an envoy extraordinary

to negociate with the Court of London. This, like the

veto of a Roman tribune, put a flop to all further pro-

ceedings ; for the legiflature could not proceed to hof-

tile meafures while the executive was negociating.

The man, who, in his military capacity, had faved us

from Great-Britain-, now, in his civil character, faved

us from ourfelves. The people, though divided in

parties, were fo fully convinced of the rcditude and

purity of the conduct of Washington, that on a fe-

cond eledion they elevated him to the fame exalted

flatlon, with an unanimous voice. If my time, or your

patience, permitted, I would go over the civil adminif-

tration of our late Prefident, and point out to you his

judicious arrangements for making us happy at home,

and refpcclable abroad ; for protecting our commerce ;

for encouraging our agriculture ; for giving vigour to

our internal police, by calling into office upright and

able men, in every department. I would dilate, with

particular pleafure, on his unwearied endeavours to pre-

serve the country in peace. While fome of our citizens
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were for France, and others for England, VnTastiino-
TON was for the United States, and with great addrefs
preferred us on both fides from the horrors of war.
On thefe fuhjccts I cannot dwell, and therefore halleu

to obferve, that, after having ferved his country with
great ability, and fidelity, for eight years, in the office

of Preildent, he once more retired to private life, cov-
ered with honours, and followed by the love and grati-

tude of all the people. Previous to this event, he gave
his lafl parting advice to the citizens of the United
States, in the form of a valedictory addrefs. This is

in all your hands. Teach it to your children, in the
houfe, and by the way, lying down and rifmg up, go-
ing out and coming in. It is an invaluable legac\-.

Perhaps there never was fo much important inflrudiion,

fo much good advice, given by any mere man, in the
compafs of fo £e\v words, as was done by V^T'ashington
on this, and a fimilar occafion, when he retired from
military command.
Our departed friend had not enjoyed his beloved re-

tirement two years, when his country again called for

his fervices. The rulers of France having entirely

departed from the principles on which they fet out,

plundered our commerce, infulted our miniflers of
peace ; and fome of their agents went fo far as to threat*

en us with invafion. This impofed a neceffity to or-

ganize an army, and prepare for the lafl extremity.

All the world knew, and Waseiington, though the
mofl modefl of men, could not but know, that his

name, at the head of our army, would either deter any
European power from invading us ; or, if they (hould
madly make the attempt, would unite all our citizens

as a band of brothers for the common defence. He
therefore accepted the appointment ; and, though on
the verge of threefcore years and ten, flood ready and
pledged to take the field, whenever the necefTities of
the country required it. In this attitude, and with a

fixed refolution to ferve his country in the lafl ebb of
his life, and with the lafl drop of his blood, our father
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has been fuddenly fnatched from us. To lofe fuch a

man, at fuch a crlfiG, is no common calamity. Weil
may you mourn on fuch an occafion. Well may you
ihroud yourfelves and your churches in black. Well
may the citizens of thefe States, from Ne\v-Hamp{hire
to Georgia, mjngle their tears in one great flood of

grief. It was wife and proper to fet apart a day, free

from bufmefs and care, to give undiflurbed vent to your
forrows. Who now will wield the fword of our coun-

try againft our enemies ? Many brave and good officers

we yet have ; but none, like Washington, can by
their very names ftrike terror into the breads of an in-

vading enemy. None, like Washington, can unite

all hearts and hands in the common defence.

Having fmilhed an hiftorical review of the life of our

departed friend, bear with me a few minutes while I

attempt to draw his character. For the fake of thofe

who have never feen General Washington, it may
be worth while to obferve, that his perfon was graceful,

well proportioned, and uncom.monly tall. When he
was cheerful, he had a moft engaging countenance

;

when grave, a moft refpeftable one. There was at all

times an air of majeily and dignity in his appearance.

His learning was of a fmgular kind ; he overftepped

the tedious forms of the fchools, and by the force of a

correct tafte and found judgment, feized on the great

ends of learning, without the affiftance of thofe means,

which have been contrived to prepare lefs a£live minds

for public bufmefs. By a careful ftudy of the Englilli

language, by reading good models of fine writing, and,

above all, by the aid of a vigorous mind, he made
himfelf mafter of a pure, elegant, and claffical flyle.

His compofition was all nerve ; full of corredl and

manly ideas, which v/ere expreffed in precife and forcible

language. His anfwers to the innumerable addrelfes,

Avhich on all public occafions poured in upon him,

were promptly made, handfomicly expreffed, and always

contained fomething appropriate. His letters to Con-

grefs
J

liis addreffes to that body on the acceptance and

M
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rengnation of his commi/IIon ; his general orders as

ConimanJer in Chief; his fpeeches and nieffages, as Pre-

fideiit ; and above all, his two farewell addreffes to the

people of the United States, will remain kiting monu-
ments of the goodnefs of his heart, of the wiluoni of

his head, and of the eloquence of his pen.

The powers of his mind were in fome refpeds pecu-

liar. He was a great practical felf-taught genius, with

a head to devife, and a hand to execute projects of the

firll magnitude and greateft utility. Happily for his

country he was not under the dominion of a warm im-

agination ; but he polTeffed, in an eminent degree, what
was of infinitely more confequence, a correft, folid

judgment. This was improved by clofe thinking, and

ilrengthened by daily exercife. Poil'efling a large pro-

portion of common fenfe, uninfluenced by prejudice,

paflion, or party fpirit ; deliberately weighing, in the

balance of a found judgment, the polTible and probable

confequences of every ftep he took, and being always

under the influence of an honeft, good heart, he was
imperceptibly led to decifions that were wife and judi-

cious. It is not pretended that he was infallible ; but

it may, with truth, be afferted, that in the multiphcity

of bufinefs, on which he had to decide, his errors were

as few in number, as venial in their nature, and as un-

important in their confequences, as could reafonably

be expefted in the prefent imperfedl: flate of the wifell

and bed of men.

Enemies he had, but they were few, and chiefly of

the fame family with the man, who could not bear to

hear Ariftidcs always called the juft. Among them
all, I have never heard of one who charged him with

any habitual vice, or even foible. There are few men
of any kind, and Hill fewer of thofe the world calls

great, who have not fome of their virtues eclipfed by
correfponding vices. But this was not the cafe with

General Washington. He had religion without

aullerity ; dignity without pride ; modefty without

diffidence ; courage without ra.fhnefs
;

politenefs with-
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out affectation ; affability without familiarity. His
private character, as well as his public one, will bear
the ftrifteft fcrutiny. He was punctual in all his en-

gagements ; upright and honeft in his dealings ; tem-
perate in his enjoyments ; liberal and hofpitable to an
eminent degree ; a lover of order ; fyftematical and
methodical in all his arrangements. He was the friend

of morahty and religion ; fteadily attended on public

worfnip ; encouraged and ftrengthened the hands of
the clergy. In all his public a6ts he made the moft
refpedful mention of Providence, and, in a word, car-

ried the fpirit of piety with him, both in his private

life and public adminiilration. He was far from being
one of thofe minute philofophers, who believe that
*' death is an eternal ileep ;'* or of thofe, who, trufting

to the fufficiency of human reafon, difcard the light of
Divine Revelation.

To dwell on all the virtues of General Washing-
ton, would protrad my oration beyond the going
down of the fun. I muft therefore confine myfelf to a
few. Among the many that prefent themfelves, his

patience and fpirit of accommodation deferve par-

ticular notice. He had to form foldiers of free-

men ; many of whom had extravagant ideas of their

perfonal rights. He had often to mediate between a
ilarving army, and a high fpirited yeomanry. So great

were the neceffities of the foldiers, under his immediate
comm.and, that he was obliged to fend out detachments
to feize on the property of the farmers at the point of

the bayonet. The language of the foldier was, " Give
me cloathing—give me food, or I cannot fight—I can-

not hve :" The language of the farmer was, " Protect

my property,'' In this choice of difficulties. General
Washington not only kept his army together, but
conducted with fo much prudence, as to command the

approbation both of the army and of the citizens. He
was alfo dependent for much of his fupport on the con-

currence of thirteen diftin6t unconnected legiflatures.

Animofities prevailed between his fouthern and north-.
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ern troops ; and there were ftrong jealoufies between
the States from which they refpedively came. To har-

monize thefe clafliing interefls—to make uniform ar-

rangements from fuch difcordant fources and materials,

required no common fhare of addrefs : Yet fo great

was the effect of the modeft, unaifuming manners of

General Washington, that he retained the afFeftion

of all his troops, and of all the States.

Bravery is indifpenfable in a military man, though
it (lands lowed in the leaft of the virtues of a great

officer. Our hero poflefled a great fhare of it. In bat-

tle he v/as the braveft among the brave. When the fer-

vice required it, he cheerfully rifked his perfon. Of this

I could enumerate many inftances. I could particularly

relate, that on New-York ifland, and at the battle at

Princeton, he was fo far in front of his troops, and ex-

pofed to fo much danger, that the prefervation of his

life can only be accounted for by thofe, who believe in

a particular Providence. Having fo m^any more im-

portant matters before me, I cannot dwell on this fub-

je£t. How rich in reputation mufl that General be,

whofe courage mufl be throv/n in the back ground, to

give place for the difplay of his more important virtues !

General Washington alfo poffefled equanimity in

an eminent degree. One even tenor marked the great-

nefs of his mind, in all the variety of fcenes through
which he pafTed. In the mofl trying fituations, he
never defpaired, nor was he ever deprelTed. Propofi-

tions, fupported by plaufible aflignments, were made
to him by honefl, but defpairing, timid Americans, to

fave himfelf and his country, by negociating at the

head of his army ; but in the lowefl ebb of affairs, he
fpurned at every fuch propofal. The honours and ap-

plaufe he received from his grateful countrymen, at

more fortunate periods, would have made any other

man giddy ; but on him they had no m.ifchievous effe£l.

He exacted none of thofe attentions ; but, when forced

upon him, he received them as favours, with the polite-

nefs of a well bred man. He was great in deferv-
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ing them, but much greater in not being elated with

them.

The patriotifm of our departed friend was of the

moft ardent kind, and without alloy. He was very

different from thofe noify patriots, who, with love of

country in their mouths and with hell in their hearts,

lay their fchemes for aggrandizing themfelves at every

hazard ; but he was one of thofe, who love their coun-

try in fincerity, and who hold themfelves bound to

confecrate all their talents to its fervice. Numerous
were the difficulties with which he had to contend.

Great were the dano-ers he had to encounter. Variouso
were the toils and fervices in which he had to lliare.

But to all difficulties and dangers he rofe fuperior ; to

all toils and fervices he cheerfully fubmitted for his

country's good.

Poffeffing an ample, unencumbered fortune ; happy
at home, in the moft pleafmg domeftic connexions

;

what but love of country could have induced him to

accept the command of the American army in 1775 ?

Could it be hatred of Great-Britain ? He then ar-

dently loved her, and panted for a reconciliation with

her. Could it be partiality for a military life ? He
was then in the forty-fourth year of his age, when a

fondnefs for camps generally abates. Could it be love

of fame ? The whole tenor of his life forbids us to be-

lieve, that he ever was under the undue influence of

this paffion. Fame followed him, but he never purfued

it. Could it have been the love of power ? They
who beft knew the uncliffembled wifhes of his heart,

will all tell you with what reiuftance he was drag-

ged from a private ftation, and with what ineffable de-

light he returned to it. Had he not voluntarily declin-

ed it, he would have died your Prefident. Others
have refigned high ftations from difguft ; but he re-

tired at rather an early period of old age, v/hile his

faculties were ilrong, and his health not much im-

paired, and when the great body of the people fmcere-

iy loved him, and i\rdently wilhed for his re-eleftion.
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Could it have been the love of money that induced
him to accept the command of the American army ?

No nich thin^. When he was appointed Commander
in Chief, Cougrefs made him a handfome allowance ;

but in his acceptance of the command, he declared,
" that as no pecuniary confideration could have tempt-

ed him to accept the arduous employment, at the ex-

penlc of his domeftic eafe and happinefs, he did not

"wifli to make anv profit from it." " I will keep,'*

faid he, " an exaft account of my expenfes ; thefe, I

doubt not, you will dilcharoe, and that is all I defire."

At the clofe of the war, he produced his accounts for

the eight years it had laded, all in his own hand writ-

ing, and with the fame exaclnefs that was required of

commiffaries and contractors. The whole amounted
to ^T. 14,479 ^^^' 9<^'-4: fterling. Of this fum, about

one feventh w"as for fecret fervices. The amount paid,

the time when, and the occafions on which monies
were advanced for fecret fervices, were all carefully

noticed ; but for obvious reafons, no receipts were
produced. For every other item of the account, the

moll regular vouchers were exhibited. The whole, at

the requeft of General Washington, was minutely

examined by the proper accounting officers, and reg-

ularly paiTed. A tin box, containing thefe accounts,

remains in one of the offices of the United States. It is

a monument of the difintereftednefs of General Wash-
ington. Bring your children and your children's

children to examine its contents. Shevx^ them the

hand-writing cf the father of their country ; teach

them thereon leiTons of economy, of order and method
in expenfes ; teach them to love their country, and
to ferve it on liberal terms.

I call upon antiquity, upon modern Europe, and
efpecially on the recent repubhc of France, to produce

one of their heroes or fhatefmen, that can furpafs, or

even equal, our difmterefted patriot.

Had I a voice that would reach acrofs the Atlantic,

I would addrefs the nations at war, and propofe to

#
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their emperors, their kings, their direftors, their gen-

erals, and their ftatefmen, the example of our Wash-
ington for their imitation ; and call upon them, if

not too much abafhed by the fplendour of his virtues,

to learn from him to put far away avarice and ambi-

tion ; and, like him, to purfue nought but their coun-

try's good. If they would thus copy after the great

example of our American hero, they would foon fheath

their fwords, and let the world have peace.

But chiefly do I call on my fellow-citizens, to cher-

ifli the remembrance of the virtues of the dear de-

ceafed. To learn from him to be all eye, all ear, all

heart and hand in the fervice of your country ; to

think no facrifice too great, no labour too hard, which

pubHc good requires at your hands. Rehearfe to your

children, and inftruct them to rehearfe to theirs, the

noble deeds of your common father, and infpire them

with a holy refolution to go and do likewife. His

great example, thus improved, will be a germ of vir-

tuous aftions through fucceeding generations, till time

Ihall be no more.

But to return. The fame reafoning will apply,

with ftill greater force, to General Washington's
acceptance of the office of Prefident of the United

States. No motives, but thofe of the pureft kind,

could have induced him, loaded with honours, and

polfeffed of a reputation, that had carried his name to

the remotefl corners of the globe, to quit his beloved

retirement for the fecond time, and embark on the

perilous fea of civil hfe.

Where fliall we find words fufficient to do judice to

his felf-denying acceptance of his recent appointment

to the fupreme command of the army that is now
raifmg ? View him in the poifeffion of all that his heart

could wifh ; in the fixty-feventh year of his age, when

repofe and retirement mufl have been not only defir-

able, but even neceflary. View him, under all thofe

circumftances, pledging himfelf to take the field, v/hen-

ever the fituation of his country required it. How



gG EULOGIES AND ORATIONS.

ardent mufl have been his patriotifm ! How great is

the lofs which we have fuftained !

In lofmg him, our people have loft their guide
;

our country has loft its father—its fword and fliield

—

its greateft benefaclor and ornament. Rome, with all

her heroes ; Greece, with all her patriots, could not
produce his equal. Not one, who trod the ftage of
life with equal dignity, and who departed from it in

old age with a reputation fo brilliant, and at the fame
time fo fpotlefs.

His virtues and example are an invaluable legacy

to his country, to Europe, to the world. His counfels

are engraven on the table of our hearts ; his deeds are

writteji with a pen of iron and with the point of a

diamond. His fame is a fea without a fliore. His
counfels, his deeds, and his fame, will live forever.

But, alas ! thofe eyes, which have watched fo many
nights for the fafety of the United States, are now
clofed in death ; that tongue, and thofe hands, which
have fo often, fo long, and fo fuccefsfully been exerted

for our benefit, are now mouldering in the duft.

No more will he enlighten our councils by his wif-

dom—No more will he lead our armies to victory

—

No longer will his name prove a bulwark of defence,

by giving us one mind and one heart, and by ftriking

terror into our enemies. For thefe things, our hearts

are faint ; our eyes are dim and run down v/ith

water.

This day is a day of trouble and diftrefs ; a day of
darknefs and gloominefs ; a day of clouds and thick

darknefs But I check myfelf

—

Washington's
worth, and our forrows, exceed all fpeech. I am
therefore Ulent, that we may mufe on his merits, and
iudul'2;e our grief.




