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to devife plans which may abate human

mifery, and capacitate thofe of the com

munity, who are moſt peculiarly liable

to misfortunes, for laying fuch founda

tions in early life, as will moſt effećtu

ally guard the avenues of want and

wretchednefs in riper years : fuch, I

conceive, is providing the means of e

ducation, upon fo liberal, eaſy, and ex

tenfive a ſyftem, as that all, of every

rank, may be equally benefited by the

inſtitution–for that is the beſt charity,

which prevents the ills of life. Would

we wiſh that the preaching of the gof

pel ſhould not beloft labour and expenſe

—would we wiſh that the children of

the poor ſhould efcape the confequences

of ignorance and impiety, and become

ufeful to themfelves, and bleffings to

fociety—let a wide door be thrown open

to them, for acquiring a plain, but uſe

ful education : human wiſdom and be

nevolence cannot contrive any expedi

ent fo competent to theſe objećts, as

PUBLIC FREE SCHOOLS.

* New York, December 16, 1789•
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M I S C E L

E/ay on the influence of religion. in

M:::::: By ::::::::::

Reefe, A. M. pastor of the pre/Zy

terian church at Salem, S. C.

NUMBER I.

HAT our laws do not operate

with fufficient force, is a truth

too glaring to eſcape obſervation. It

is feen–felt–and lamented by every

fincere lover of his country. Different

cauſes, no doubt, co-operate to produce

this effest. To inveſtigate all thefe,

does not fall within my preſent defign;

though it might be of fingular fervice to

the ſtate : for as in the human, fo in

the body politic, the cauſe of a difeafe

being once diſcovered, the remedy is

more eafily prefcribed, and the deleteri-.

ous effect more ſucceſsfully countera&ted.

It is more to mypurpoſe, to obferve, that

the general neglećt of religion, which

prevails among us, is one great, if not

the chief cauſe, why our laws are fo

feeble in their operation. Immorality

is the natural confequence of impiety.

An irreligious will always be an immo

ral, people : and among fuch, good and

wholefome laws can never be executed

with punctuality.

Some of our laws may be erroneous

or defećtive–and not framed with a

fufficient regard to the ſpirit of the peo

ple; and this hath been affigned by fu

perficial thinkers as the only reafon why

they are not carried into execution.

This, I think is a great miſtake. Our

laws, though they may partake of that

imperfection, which is the common

L A N I E S.

mark of all hứman produ&tions, are in

general falutary, and calculated to pro

mote our political happinefs, if they

were properly executed. Here lies the

grand defe&t—a defe&t, which is not to

be attributed folely, or even principally,

to the badneſs of our laws—but to fome

cther cauſes. Whatever theſe may be,

the effect is fufficiently alarming; and

threatens afpeedy diffolution of ourgo

vernment. Let our laws be ever fo

good, if they are not properly executed,

our government can be of no long du

ration.

A tranfient view of thofe ſtates and

kingdoms, which have made the moſt

ftriking figure in the history of the

world, and which have been moſt re

nowned for the felicity of their govern

ment, will convinceus, that religion was

by them always confidered as a matter

of great importance to civil fociety.

The greateſt politicians, and moſt

celebrated legiſlators of antiquity, de

pended much on this, to give fan&tion

to their laws, and make them operate

with vigour and facility.

If we carefully confider the nature of

religion and of civil government, we

will be led to conclude, that in this

they did not aĉt at random—but from

the moſt profound knowledge of hu

mam nature, and the di&tates of the

foundeft policy. The manners of the

people, though fo little attended to by

our legiſlators, are confested by all to

be of the utmoft confequence in a com

monwealth. The moſt profligate poli
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tician can expatiate on the neceffity of

good morals; but we hear little of re

ligion, from our moſt reſpectable ſtatef

mem. When the difcuffion is of poli

tics, fhe is generally kicked out of doors

as having nothing to do either with mo

rality or civil policy. The infeparable

connexion between this daughter of

heaven, and her genuine offspring,

morality—is forgotten–and her infiu

ence on civil fociety almoft wholly o

verlooked. For the better arrangement

of our thoughts on this extenfive fub

jećt, we ſhall–

I. Confider religion under its more

general notion, as comprehending the

belief of a deity, a providence, and a

future ſtate of rewards and pumiſhments.

II. We ſhall confider the chriftian

religion in particular; and, as we pafs

along, endeavour to thew the influence

of both on civil fociety. -

That religion is of great importance

to fociety, is univerfally acknowledged.

Afluming this for granted, let us pro

ceed to enquire how it operates, to pro

duce thofe effećts, which are confeffed

to be of ſuch fingular fervice. It is a

common obſervation, that we are fo

formed, as to be greatly influenced by

whatever works upon our hopes or our

fears. Now, it is by taking hold on

thefe, that religion produces thofe falu

tary effects, of which we now fpeak ;

thus restraining men from vice, by the

dread of punifhment—and alluring them

to virtue, by the hope of reward.

Thefe are the two principles, or if you

pleafe, paffions, in human nature, which

firſt prompted men to enter into the fo

cial union–fear of violence from each

other—and hope of fecurity by affocia

tion. And it is only by working on

theſe paffions, that the union of men,

in the focial ftate, can be rendered per

mament, and laws operate with that e

nergy, which is neceffary to obtain

their end.

Thoſe who firmly believe, that there

is a God, who governs the world, who

fees all their aĉtions, and who will cer

tainly reward virtue and puniſh vice–

muſt undoubtedly be influenced by this

belief–and reſtrained, at leaft in fome

Eſſay on the influence of religion. 3 t

meaſure, from evil, and excited to good.

It muft be confeffed, indeed, that there

are too many, that profefs to believe

the doĉtrines of religion, who yet feem

to be very little influenced by them.

Hurried away by the violence of their

paffions, they frequently tranſgreſs the

bounds, which religion prefcribes; and

prefer the gratification of preſent ap

petite, to the enjoyment of future

good. But we muft not hence con

clude, that religion is in no degree a

curb to the licentioufnefs of men. Thofe,

who, in fome instances, aćt thus con

trary to their principles, would go much

further, were they void of thoſe prin

ciples, and the reins laid on the neck of

appetite. It will not follow, that be

caufe religion does not reftrain from im

morality, totally and umiverfally, there

fore it is no reſtraint at all. By the

fame way of reafoning, we mightprove,

that civil laws lay no reſtraintupon men,

becauſe they do not entirely reſtrain all

men, at all times, and in all infances.

NUMBER II.

N order that we may be more fully

convinced of the utility, and even

neceffity of religion, to the well-being,

we might venture to fay, to the very

exiſtence of civil fociety, it will be ne

ceffary to enquire a little into the effen

tial defects of the beſt-constituted go

vernment poffible.

If we confider the end of civil focie

ty, and the evils it was defigned to re

medy, we will be convinced, from its

very nature, that it cannot reach that

end, nor guard againſt thoſe evils–

without the aid of religion. Let it fuf.

fice, to obſerve, that fecurity of life,

liberty, and property, is the precife and

fpecific end of the focial compaćt. O

ther advantages it brings with it, and

anfwers many other valuable purpoſes.

But the evils, for which itwas defign

ed as a remedy, are injuſtice, vio

lence, rapine, mutual flaughter, and

bloodſhed. The manner, in which men

aim at the cure of theſe evils, is by laws

enaćted with common confent, enforced

by a fan&tion, and committed to thema

giſtrate, to be triếtly and impartially
carried into execution,
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That civil government may fully and

completely obtain its end, it is neceſſary

that its laws ſhould have fuch a fanc

tion, and operate in fuch a manner, as

to prevent or puniſh all crimes what

foever, which may be injurious to the

community or tend to its diffolution.

It will, I fuppofe, be readily granted,

on all hands, that there never were, mor

ever will be, laws fo famćtioned, as to

operate in this manner. Hence appears

the infufficiency of civil fociety to an

fwer its emd.

The two great fan&tions of all laws

have been generally reckoned, reward

and puniſhment : and, indeed, without

theſe two fan&tions, every one muft fee,

that government cannot, in any tolera

ble degree, anfwer its end, or laws o

perate in fuch a manmer as is neceffary,

to fecure its very exiſtence. But civil

fociety, without the fupport of religion,

is altogether deſtitute of one of thefe

fan&tions ; and can apply the other but

in a very partial manner, and under

great restrictions,

I. Civil fociety wholly wants the

famćtion of reward.

In an age and place fo highly en

lightened in the nature and principles

of found policy, I ſhall not enter into

a formal proof, that reward is mot, and

cannot be the fan&tion of civil fociety,

confidered in itſelf. It will be fuffici

ent juſt to obferve, “ that no ſtate what

ever can poflefs a fund large enough to

reward all its fubjećts for obedience to

the laws, unleſs it be firſt drawn from

them by a tax, to be paid back as a re

ward.” Government can, indeed, and

it hath been the cuſtom in all govern

ments, to reward particular ſubjećts,

for eminent fervices; but every one mult

fee, that this is fomething very differ

ent from the idea of reward, confidered

as the fan&tion of civil laws. A re

ward, barely for obedience to the good

and wholeſome laws of his country,

is what no wife ſubjećt expects, and no

íociety can * beſtow. Without enter

NOTE.

* It may, perhaps, be faid, that pro

tection is the reward conferred on every

individual, for his obſervance of the

ing any further into this fubjećt, we

íhall take it for granted, that civil fo

ciety, in itſelf, totally wants one of

thofe fan&tions which are neceffary to

enforce its laws. That this is a very

great and effential defećt, will, we hope,

be allowed by every competent judge.

How, and in what degree religion fup

plies this defe&t, will be feen hereafter.

At prefent, let us a little enquire,

II. Into the effećts of puniſhment,

confidered as a 'fan&tion. This is the

proper and only fan&tion of civil laws.

But how imperfećtly it can be enforced

by fociety, will appear from the fol

lowing confiderations :

I. Civil government cannot puniſh

fecret crimes.

That thefe abound in every fociety, is

matter of univerfal experience : that

they are injurious to it, is too plain to

admit of the leaft doubt; that they are

even multiplied by it, a little attention

to human nature, will evince. When

men are reſtraimed from open tranfgref

NOT E.

laws. And here I imagine, if any

where, it is, that fo many have fallen in

to a miftake in this matter. To this it

may be briefly replied, that protećtion is

a debt due from all to every individual,

for that portion of his natural liberty,

which he hath given up, in the original

compa&t. If protection, in ſtrict pro

priety of ſpeech, be reward—then with

drawing it muft be punifhment ; which

it is not invariably, but only accidental

ly. The confequence of withdrawing

protection is, or at at leaft always ought

to be, baniſhment. But banifhment is

not always a puniſhment. It becomes

fo only by accident. It is fo intention

ally, but not always confequentially.

Puniſhment is not of the effence of ba

nifhment; for it would be eaſy to put a

cafe, where baniſhment muft be confi

dered, not as a puniſhment, but a very

great bleffing. This fhews, that pro

tećtion, confidered as a reward, is not

the fan&tion of human laws, in the fame

fenfe that puniſhment is, to which it

ought to be properly oppoſed, if indeci

it be the fan&tion of reward. - -

N
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fion, by the terror of laws, and the

dread of puniſhment, it is natural for

them to fly to the covert of fecrecy,

that they may evade the laws, and ef

cape with impunity. They know, that

civil judicatures take cognizance only

of thoſe crimes, which are apparent :

and if they can only conceal their guilt

from the eyes of men, they are fure to

eſcape that punifhment, which is the

fan&tion of human laws. This will de

ter them from open violence ; but at

the fame time, fpur them on to fecret

craft and ftratagem. This will lead

them to ſtudy and improve all the la

tent arts of mifchief and malice : and

the very fecurity which fociety affords,

by throwing men off their guard, gives :

defigning villains an opportunity of

praćtifing theſe with greater fucceſs. I

crave the reader's particular attention to

this circumftance ; as it is of the firſt

importance to the point in hand; and in

the cleareft manner ſhews the neceffity

of religion in civil government.

II. Civil fociety not only cannot pu

niſh fecret crimes, but, in fome cafes,

cannot adequately pumiſh even fuch as

are apparent, and can be clearly proven.

So inordinate are the appetites of men–

and fo violent the impulſe of the fenfual

paffions—that the fevere puniſhment of

one crime, would, fometimes, open a

door to others of a more atrocious na

ture and pernicious tendency. We give

only one inſtance of this kind. The

judicious reader may, if he be fo diſpo

fed, fupply others of a fimilar nature.

Fornication is undoubtedly injurious,

and attended with very pernicious con

fequences to a ſtate ; but notwithſtand

ing this, it would not be wifdom in any

government to puniſh it in proportion

to its evil influence. The reafon is, be

caufe fuch punifhment would lead to

more flagitious lufts—to more enormous

and to unnatural crimes. Accordingly,

we find, that no great, wife, and flou

riſhing community hath ever puniſhed

fornication, as its pernicious effećts on

fociety confeffedly deſerve. It will be

difficult to affign any other reafon for

this, than that which we have juſt now

mentioned.

III. Imperfect rights, by fometermed

the duties of imperfect obligation

fuch as gratitude, hoſpitality, charity,

&c.–are not the proper objećts of civil

laws. They cannot conveniently reach

thefe ; nor enforce the obſervance of

them by penal fan&tion. We have no

laws among us to puniſh the neglećt of

thefe duties ; and civil fociety, at leaft in

its legiſlative capacity, takes no notice of

them : for this I fuppofe, two reafons

may be given.

I. The violation of thefe is not ſup

poſed fo immediately and directly to

ftrike at the exiſtence of the focial union,

as the violation of the duties of perfect

obligation.

II. There can be no precife and

fixed rule laid down, for the regulation

of men’s conduct with reſpect to theſe

duties.

(To be continued.)
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Extrast of a letter to the honourable

William Samuel 7ohn/on, L. L. D.

preſident of Columbia college in

New York, from the honourable

Hugh William/on, M. D. and L.

L. D. dated 14th Sept. 1789.

6 % H I L E the citizens of the

united ftates are ſhaking off

the chains of political prejudice, and

making improvements in uſeful know

ledge-it may be queſtioned whether the

rifing generation are condućted by the

ſhorteſt path in purfuit of knowledge,

or continue to be deceived and led aftray

by the myſtic charm of ancient opinion.

It has long been confidered as neceſſary

for every youth, who would make a fi

gure in life, to underſtand Latin and

Greek. Five or fix years muft be de

voted to the ſtudy of dead languages.

This is a heavy tax on life. Does it

appear to be a neceffary tax ? * Life is

fhort, fays Hippocrates, º and the art

is long. If this obſervation was proper,

when referred to the healing art alone, it

muft be extremely proper, when refer

red to all that a man fhould learn, in or

der to become a uſeful member of foci

ety. At twenty-one years, it is ex

peċted, that we ſhall enter upon the
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employments of life. Dedu& the years

of childhood, and a moderate time for

learning te read and write our national

language-half the remaining time of

diſcipline is fpent-in what ? Not in

learning meral duties and civil hiſtory

nor the nature and ufe of things ; butin

learning the names of things, in a lan

guage that we are never to ſpeak.

To a native of China or Japan, this

would appear worſe than ridiculous i he

muft call it the murder of time. We

can eafily diſcover the origin of this

grieveus fervitude ; but we cannot pof

fibly determine why it ſhould be entail

ed upon civilized Europeans and their

posterity forever. While the feiences

were buried under the ruins of Greece

and Reme, the only thing called learn

ing appears te hạve been in the hands of

the clergy. They were obliged to read

Latin, that they might be able to read

their prayers; and they were too lazy to

learn any thing befides: , The educa

tion of yeuth was in their hands; be

cauſe they were the only men ofletters :

and it was natural for them to be zea

lous in praiſe of Latin, while it was the

only knowledge by which they were dif

tinguiſhed from the ignorant vulgar.

Viewing the fubjećt in this light, we

cannot wonder, that the Latin tongue

has long been regarded as the firſt of

all human attainments.

Før many ages, boeks were uſually

written in this language ; becaufeit was,

in fome manner, facred ; and becauſe

the readers ef books underſtood no other

common language. Hence it was, that

the man, who defired to read books in

law, phyfic, or theology, was obliged to

underſtand Latin. How does ithappen,

that we are still obliged to learn Latin,

after the original caufe has been re

moved–every uſeful book being now

publiſhed in the mother tongue ? Is it

not becauſe our anceitors trod in this

path—and becauſe teachers of Latin and

Greek are more numerous than teach

ers of philoſophy ? Memory alone is

required : genius and underſtanding be

ing equally unneceſary to forming a

teacher of ianguages,

It is true, that other reaſons have been

given for the ſtudy of Latin and Greek.

We are told, that a thorough acquain

tance with the Greek and Roman claf

fics is neceſſary to making an accurate

fcholar, and to forming a good tafte.

This argument would be incomprehen

fible to a learned Afiatic. He might

poſſibly enquire, whether the careful

ſtudy of Engliſh or French grammati

cally, did not tend as much towards

forming an accurate ſcholar, as the ſtudy

of Latin ? Whether the learned Romans,

who generally underſtood two langua

ges, had more tafte than the Greeks, who

underſtood nome but their own ? Per

haps he might be told, that the advan

tage is fuppoſed to have been in favour

of the Greeks : perhaps, it was becauſe

they cultivated their ownlanguage alone.

It is admitted that modern praćtice

of law or phyſic are not fuppoſed to be

learnęd and good, unleſs they are varie

gated, haded, and ornamented by

phraſes of Latin or Greek. Every pro

cefs at law muſt be illuminated by two

or three Latin words ; every medical

prefcription muft, at leaft, begin with a

Latin word, which ferves as an amulet ;

and books, in the learned profeſſions, are

univerfally larded with technical phraſes,

fentences, or quotations, in Greek or

Latin ; juſt as we fee maſons infert a

few ftones in the front of a brick houſe;

who, by the way, have the better reafon

for their praćtice. Perhaps, the time

may come, when books íhall be wholly

written in one language; and when gen

tlemen of the faculty and of the long

robe may expeết the reputation of being

learned, without being obliged to pelt

their audience with hard words, that are

mot underſtood.

I do not complain of the old cuſtom,

merely becauſe it was founded on igno

rance, mor beçaufe it confumes much

time and labour to little purpoſe ; but

becauſe I would redeem the time, that is

prodigally expended on dead languages,

for acquiring knowledge that is orna

mental and may be uſeful in every path

of life. -

According to the general praćtice,

fome years are devoted to mathematics,

logic, ethics, and the firſt lincs of natu
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tural and experimental philoſophy; but

thefe, after wé have paffed through along

and gloomy portico of Latin and Greek,

uſually conſtitute the whole academic

ftruĉture : and we ftop at the very en

trance upon ufeful ánd praćtical know

ledge. Chymiſtry, botany, and the

feveral other branches of natural hiſtory

–the philoſophy of huſbandry and the

mechanic arts—are commonly regarded

as ufeleſs or impraćticable attainments.

I don't know that any profeforſhip has

ever been eſtabliſhed for the purpoſes

laft mentioned ; mor have I feen any

books, that feem to have been written

with the view to condusting youth

through the feveral branches of fuch

a ftudy. Chymiſtry and botany are

ufually neglećted as fubjećts of no im

portance, unlefs by accident to the me

dical tribe : and a general acquaintance

with animate and inanimate nature has

not been confidered in our fchools as an

obje&t of purfuit. The philoſophy of

the mechanic arts has not been ſyfte

matically treated ; in other words, the

chymical principles, which avail in the

operations of different artifts, have not

been explained and applied. The late

dr. Lewis ſeems to have had this obječt

in view when he began his Commercium

Philoſophico-technicum. He gave the

hiſtory of gold, filver, and platina for

the benefit of artifts who work in thoſe

metals; but he went little farther. There

was a large field before him, and he muft

have become voluminous or lefs mi

nute. We find occafional remarks, or

detached effays, on farming, malting,

brewing, diſtilling, dying, tanning,

baking, and other arts; but thefe fub

jećts in general are not treated fcientifi

cally : for the writers have not been

chymifts.

(To be continued. )
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Letter from dr. Franklin, to 7ohn

Alleyne, e/quire.

Dear Jack,

O U defire, you fay, my impartial

thoughts on the fubjećt of an ear

ly marriage, by way of anfwer to the

numberlefs objećtions that have been

Letter from dr. Franklin to John Alleyne, e/q. 35

made by numerous perſons to your own.

You may remember, when you confult

ed me on the occafion, that I thought

youth on both fides to be no obječtion.

Indeed, from the marriages which have

fallen under my obſervation, I am rather

inclined to think, that early ones ſtand

the best chance for happinefs. Thetem

pers and habits of the young are mot

yet become foftiff and uncompłying, as

when more advanced in life; they form

more eafily to each other; and hence

many occafions of diſguſt are removed.

And if youth has lefs of that prudence,

which is neceffary to manage a family–

yet the parents and elder friends of

young married perfons are generally at

hand, to afford their advice, which am

ply fupplies that defest : and by early

marriage, youth is fooner formed to re

gular and uſeful life; and poſſibly fome

of thofe accidents or connexions, that

might have injured the constitution, or

reputation, or both, are thereby hap

pily prevented. Particular circumſtan-

ces, of particular perfons, may poffibly

fometimes make it prudent to delay en

tering into that ftate ; but in general

when nature has rendered our bodies fit

for it, the preſumption is in nature's fa

vour, that ſhe has not judged amifs in

making us defire it. Late marriages

are often attended, too, with this fur

ther inconvenience, that there is not the

fame chance, that the parents ſhallliveto

fee their offspring educated. “ Late

children,” fays the Spaniſh proverb,

“ are early orphans;” a melancholy re

flexion to thoſe whoſe caſe it may be !

With usin America, marriages are ge

merally in the morning of our life; our

children are therefore educated and fet

tled in the world by noon ; and thus

our bufineſs being done, we have an af

ternoon and evening of cheerful leifure

to ourfelves, fuch as our friend at pre

fent enjoys. By theſe early marriages,

we are bleft with more children ; and,

from the mode among us, founded by

mature, of every mother fuckling and

nurfing her own child, more of them

are raiſed. Thence the fwift progreſs

of population among us, unparalleled in

Europe. In fine, I am glad you are
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MEss. PRINTERs,

Y huſband is a fubfcriber for

your Muſeum, and I am fond

of reading it—therefore, by your in

dulgence, I ſhould be glad to give the

public a little of my chat upon the ar

ticle of vifiting.

I ſuppoſe you will wiſh to know who

I am ; and therefore ſhall tell you that

I am a lady paft the meridian of life;

and have been engaged as much as any

body, in the bufineſs of receiving and

returning vifits—in the morning, after

moon, and evening—in town and out of

town-half days, and whole days, two

days, three days, a week, and a month

at a time: and from a long courfe of

obſervation and experience, I muſt lay

it down as a maxim, that the true art

of vifiting, lies in pleafing and being

pleafed; or, if this cannot be, in endea

vouring to pleafe, and in feeming to be

pleaſed. True genuine good nature is

the beſt rule to direćł perfons how to

make vifits agreeable; but where that is

wanting, polítenefs will do much to

ward ſupplying its place : and even

where good nature is found, politenefs

helps much to fetit off; for how much

more agreeable is the behaviour of two

or three well-bred mistes, at their nee

dles, or over a cup of tea, than the

romping and bawling of as many bux

om laffes, without any more breeding

than geefe or parrets ?

That good nature, or its fubſtitute,

politeneſs, is abſolutely neceſſary to the

pleaſure of a vifit, I think will never

be queſtioned, by any who have been

in company with two ladies of my ac

quaintance, whoſe charaćters and man

ner of behaviour are in many refpe&ts

a contraft to each other. I íhall de

fcribe them both. -

Letitia has been married about ten

years ; and has a pretty parcel of chil

dren round her, who, by hær adhmira

ble management, greatly contribute to

heighten the pleaſure of her viſitants.

She is a lady of perfect good nature,

eafy, free, and genteel. She receives

you with a fmile, that ſpeaks a more

pleafing language, than the brightest

compliment from the moſt praćtifeel

courtier; and is unaffectedly glad to

fee you; which ſhe expreſſes, not in a

multitude of words, but in all the gen

tleneſs and-delicacy of true benevolence.
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auftoms, which relate to our common

tranfa&tions in life. Thofe, therefore,

who depart from them, may, in fome

meaſure, be confidered as difturbers of

the tranquility of other people.

Some perſons are too apt to refine in

their ideas of following the dićtates of

found judgment. They will fay, that

no wife man will trouble himſelf to pur

fue any cuſtom, however public it may

be, unleſs fome reafon can fpecially be

effered in its favour. This rule ſhould

be reverfed : and in all indifferent mat

ters, one ſhould follow the faſhion, un

lefs fome fpecial reafon can be alleged

againſt it.

To differ from the reſt of mankind,

in any immaterial thing, may indicate

more pride or ill humour than others

poffefs : but it is no mark of fuperior

Eſſay on the influence of religion, 95

underſtanding. There muſt be a degree

of indifcretion in every imftance of fin

gularity, that does not originate in duty

or convenience. I even queſtion, whe

ther a man is not under obligations to

fall in with, or, at any rate, mot to op

poſe, the establiſhed customs of ſociety,

unleſs he believe them unreafonable or

inconvenient. This probably will ne

ver be the cafe : for I doubt whether the

prevailing taste and feelings of the com

munity may be looked upon as altoge

ther arbitrary and capricious. When

any cuſtom predominates, for a confide

rable length of time, it is a tolerable

evidence, that there is fome foundation

in reafon for its existence; though per

haps the real advantages of it may ng

bę perceived or acknowledged.

New York, July 3, 1789,

».4»... <BR><S><B>******

M I .S C E L

Eſſay an the influence of religion, in civil

fociety. By the rev. Thomas Reefe,

A. M. paſtor ofthe preſbyterian church

at Salem, S. C.-page 33,

NUMBER III.

HERE can be no precife and fix

ed rule laid down, for the regu

lation of men’s conduct with reſpect to

duties of imperfećt obligation,

Of all the imperfect rights, gratitude

approaches neareft to thofe, which are

of complete obligation. None, of all

thofe duties which cannot be properly

exacted by law, admits of fuch accurate

and determinate rules : but although the

crime of ingratitude may be more eafily

aſcertained, than any other of the fame

clafs, the flighteſt confideration will con

vince us, that no law can be framed,

for the puniſhment of it, which will not

be loofe, vague, and liable to a thou

fąnd exceptions. And if this be the cafe

with ingratitude, much more with the

ºthers. We may therefore conclude,

without hefitation, that human laws

cannot enforce the duties of imperfećt

obligation. Now, although the viola

tion of thefe duties may not fo direćtly

tęnd to the diffolution of fociety, mor

bring on fuch rapid deſtrućtion, as the

neglect of thofe, which are called perfect

v

L A N I E S.

rights, it is clear, that it muft gradual.

ly fäp the foundations of government,

and deſtroy that union and concord fo

neceſſary to its well-being. If then ci

vil laws, by their proper power, cannot

provide for the obſervance of the duties

which are of fuch great moment to foci

ety, it muß be acknowledged a great

deficiency. Thus it appears, that civi;

fociety totally wants cne of thoſe fanc

tipns, which have been always reckon

ed its two grand pillars; and can apply

the other only in a very limited degree.

An emiņent writer hath afferted, “ that

civil fociety, by its own proper power,

cannot provide for above one-third of,

the moral duties.” I have not made

the calculation ; but believe he is near

the truth. And we may add, that it

can provide for theſe few but very im

perfećtly. Let us now enquire how re-

ligion fupplies thefe deficiencies. .

One of the moſt natural and obvious

notions of the Deity, is, that he abhors

vice and delights in virtue; will puniſh

the one, and reward the other. They,

who firmly believe, and properly at

tend to, this important religious truth,

muft, without doubt, be greatly influ

enced by it. When they call to mind,

that they are accountable creatures, and
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muſt be happy or miferable hereafter,

according as they behave themſelves

here, this will doubtlefs be a powerful

motive to fhun vice, and purfue virtue.

Religion holds up to all her fincere vota

ries, a reward, than which mothing can be

greater, more noble, and better fuited

to influence the mind. The proſpeċt of

an happineſs, the moſt exalted in its na

ture, the moſt exquifite in degree, and

eternal in duration, muftstrongly allure

thofe, to whom the defire of happinefs

is natural. Such,in the opinion offome of

the wifeſt and beft of the heathens, is that

felicity, which awaits the virtuous man

after death. This is the reward which

religion promifes, and which the good

man expects to enjoy, as the recompenfe

of his virtue and piety.

Without determining, whether the

hope of reward, or the dread of puniſh

ment, moſt influences the aćtions of

mem, in general, we may fafely affirm,

that, on minds of a particular caft, the

former works much more powerfully

than the latter. Men ofgreat and haugh

ty fouls–of elevated and daring ſpirits

–revolt againſt every thing that wears

the appearance of compulfion. They

fcorn to be overawed, by the fear of

puniſhment; and confider it as a motive

fit only to operate upon little minds,

and timorous ſpirits. The dread of civil

laws, and even the terrors of religion,

can have but little effećt upon fuch men :

but they may be eaſily wrought upon,

by the profpeĉt of a reward, fuited to

the greatnefs of their minds. The re

ligioniſt, though he may not be prompt

ed to yield obedience to the wife and

falutary laws of his country, by the

hope of a reward from his fellow-citi

zens, expećts ample retribution, from

him who knows the fincerity and up

rightneſs of his conduct. He looks for

no reward from man ; but expećts it

from him who is the rewarder of all

thoſe who walk in the paths of virtue.

As the laws, in every well-conſtituted

and wifely-governed ftate, will, as far

as they reach, ever coincide with the

eternal laws of the Deity, he will pay

a religious regard to them, not only as

ratified by the authority of government,

but as bearing the ſtamp, and being the

fovereign mandates of the fupreme lord

ofall*.Deeply impreſſed with this awful

fanation of the Deity-powerfully in

fluenced by the hope of that reward,

which is the confequence of obedience

to his laws—he will pra&tife juſtice in

all its various branches. This impor

tant virtue is the proper object of laws,

both human and divine; and abſolutely

neceffary, not only to the welfare, but

alfo to the very exiſtence, of civil go

vernment. Even a fociety of robbers,

according to a trite obſervation, cannot

fubfift without fome degree of it. What

ever, therefore, hath a tendency to lead

men to the praćtice of this cardinal vir

tue, muft be peculiarly advantageous to

civil fociety. Now, certainly, the man

who a&ts under the influence of religi

ous motives and principles—who confi

ders the laws of juſtice as the laws of

God, who, he believes, will reward him

for obedience, and puniſh him for dif

obedience—is more likely to prac

tife juſtice, than one who is influenced

only by human authority, and the ter

ror of human laws, which he can of

ten evade, and fo eſcape unpuniſhed.

It is eaſy to determine which of theſe

will be moſt faithful to his truft, moſt

homeſt and upright in his dealings, moſt

careful to fhun every thing that may

be injurious to his neighbour, in per

fon, charaćter, or property.

N O T E.

* “ Human laws are meafures in re

fpest of men, whoſe actions they mult

dire&t, how-be-it fuch meafures they

are, as have alſo their higher rules to

be meaſured by, which rules are two,

the law of God, and the law of na

ture: fo that laws human muft be

made according to the general laws of

nature, and without contradićtion to

any pofitive law of ſcripture; other

wife they are ill made.” Hooker.

This was alſo the opinion of mr.

Locke, who quotes this very paffage of

Hooker, in his treatife on government.

If fome of our laws were brought to

this teft, I think they would be found

not exactly agreeable to theſe two rules

–and therefore not good.
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But further :

lead thofe, who are influenced by it, to

the exercife of juſtice, in its various

branches; but will induce them to the

exact performance of all thoſe duties of

imperfect obligation, which humanlaws

cannot enforce. The civil magiſtrate

takes no notice of thefe ; and cam nei

ther reward the performance, nor puniſh

the neglećt of them; but the laws of

God extend to them ; and religion as

strongly exacts them as the duties of fociety can apply the fan&tion of puniſh

perfećt obligation. The religious man

confiders them as truly binding, as the

moſt obvious dićtates of juſtice. He as

much expećts to be rewarded for the

one, as the other. This will lead him

to pay the moſt facred regard to the

duties of gratitude, humanity, hoſpi

tality, charity—in a word, to all thoſe

kind and beneficent offices, which are

fo effentially neceſſary to the welfare of

the community : though they are not,

and indeed cannot be, the proper ob

jećts of human laws. , We think it un

neceffary to enlarge upon the duties juſt

now mentioned, by ſhewing how much

the careful performance of them tends

to ſtrengthen and confirm the focialumi

on. The flighteſt confideration will im

mediately convince us, of what vaft im

portance they are to fociety, and how

much they promote peace, love, harmo

ny, and confequently felicity, in the fo

cial ſtate. We need only conceive what

would be the confequence of the total

neglećt ofthefe duties, to be fully con

vinced of their utility. What a fhock

ing and deplorable ſcene of malice, ha

tred, ſtrife, cruelty, mifery, and dif

traċtion, opens upon the mind, on the

bare ſuppofition ! And yet civil fociety,

as hath been obſerved, cannot enforce

theſe duties, the prastice of which is fo

neceffary to its happinefs, and the ne

głećt of which endangers its very ex

iſtence. If then, religion enforce theſe

duties, and lead men to the perfor

mance of them, it will certainly follow,

that it is uſeful to the ſtate. Thus re

ligion, like a powerful ally, comes in to

the aid of civil government; and, by ef

tabliſhing the fan&tion of reward, which

it wholly wants, ſupplies its defects.

religion will not only .

~
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N order more fully to demonſtrate

how religion fupplies the defe&ts of

civil fociety, let it be obferved, that it

mot only furniſhes the famćtion of re

ward, which it fo, much needs, but

alfo fuperadds a new fan&tion of pu

nifhment, which co-operates with, and

gives additional energy to human laws.

he reader will pleaſe to remember,

that we have already ſhewn, that civil

ment, only in a very lew and limited

degree. .

Some crimes are fecret, and cannot be

puniſhed by civil laws; becauſe they lie

wholly beyond their reach. Others are

of fuch a nature, that the fevere puniſh

ment of them opens an avenue to thoſe

of a more atrocious nature. But this

is not the cafe with the fan&tion of pu

niſhment, which religion eſtabliſhes. It

appliesto all crimes whatſoever, let their

nature or circumſtances be what they

may. Men may eſcape the puniſhment,

which civil ſociety decrees, by concealing

their crimes : but they cannot thus elude

that, which religion holds out, to all thoſe

who viokate her laws. Thofe, who be

lieve that God governs the world in

wiſdom and righteoufnefs, and that his

providence extends to all his creatures,

muft alſo believe, that he is omnifcient,

and, of confequence, perfećtly acquaint

ed with all their aćtions and intentions.

All who have a firm perfuafion and pro

per impreſſion of this great religious

truth, will be fenfible, how vain it is

to attempt to cover their crimes from

him, whoſe all-feeing eyę penetrates the

inmoſt receffes of their hearts. Reli

gion teaches, that all the tranfgreffions

of the wicked, though they may eſcape ,

, the obſervation of men, lie open to the

Deity, whoſe “ eyes are like a flame

of fire;” and who will, in due time,

inflict that puniſhment which they juſt

ly deferve. As the proſpect of impuni

ty invites men to evil—ſo the certainty

of puniſhment tends to reſtrain theın

from it, eſpecially if the puniſhment

be unſpeakably great and dreadful.

And fuch, both chriſtians and heathens

are agreed, will be the pumiſhment of
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vice in a future life. If, then, the dread

of a puniſhment, certain, terrible, and

everlaſting, can have any influence on

the minds of men, religion muft be a

powerful reſtraint, not only from open,

but fecret crimes. Where crimes are

fecret, or of fuch a nature as not to be

cognizable by human judicatures, the

fan&tion of civil laws ceafes to operate;

and is no longer of any fervice to re

ftrain from tranfgreffion. Here religion

comes in moft opportunely to the affif

tance of civil fociety, by imprefſing the

idea of a future ſtate, an omnifcient tri

bunal, and a punifhment, which the

guilty cannot poffibly avoid. On the

other hand, where the crime is open,

and liable to be puniſhed by human

laws, the fan&tion of religion falls in

with, and ſtrengthens that of human

laws, by holding outa puniſhmentmuch

more certain, as well as more formida

ble, than man can inflićt.

Men may be guilty of the blackeft

ingratitude, and, in general, totally

neglećt the duties of imperfećt obliga

tion, without incurring the leaft dan

ger from the civil powers. But although

civil government ordains no penalties

in this cafe, religion does ; and thus

furniſhes a remedy for that material de

fećt. The man, who lives under the be

lief and imprefion of religion, looks

upon himſelf accountablesat the bar of

the omnifcient, for the negle&t of thoſe

duties. Though he be under no terror

from the laws of men, he fears that fu

ture vengeance, which awaits the guilty

beyond the grave.

But it may be objećted againſt the

above reafoning—that religion is not

fo ufeful and neceffary as hath been re

prefented; that though civil fociety la

bours under great deficiencies, there

are other ways by which they may be

fupplied. It may be faid, that the re

gard, which men have to their own

intereft, their own temporal happinefs

and fecurity, will naturallylead them to

pay a ſtrict regard to the laws of focie

ty, and alſo to perform thoſe duties

which laws cannot enforce, as well as

to avoid thofe crimes which they can

not puniſh; that the happinefs of every

individual in fociety is involved with,

and depends upon, the happinefs of the

whole; that every one may fee, that,

without obedience to good and whole

fome laws, government muft be rent in

to pieces, and he himſelf ſhare in the

common ruin ; and further, that the

omiffion, even of thoſe duties, which

civil laws do not require, and the com

miffion of thoſe crimes, which they

cannot puniſh, muft be injurious to the

welfare of the ſtate, and confequently

to his own happinefs; therefore a re

gard to his own intereft, and temporal

proſperity, muft induce him to perform

thofe duties, and fhun thofe crimes,

To all which, webeg leave to reply :

-that it may be readily granted, with

out any difadvantage to the argument,

that the confiderations mentioned, will

have their weight with a few in every

fociety; but, it would betray no ſmall

ignorance of human nature to fuppofe,

that thofe things have any confiderable

influence on the bulk of mankind. They

think but little of fuch matters. They

are not difpofed to attend to fuch far

fetched dedu&tions, nor to refine even

thus far. Such kind of reafonings,

though obvious enough to thofe who

have attended to the nature and influ

ence of civil fociety, to them appears

not a little intricate and perplexed,

There is not, perhaps, a people on the

face of the earth, more enlightened in

the nature of civil government, than

the Americans : and yet I fuppoſe it

may be modeftly affirmed, that by far

the greater part of them reflect but

little, how fociety procures thoſe blef

fings which they enjoy, becauſe they

are not immediately and direćtly the

confequence of it. The grofs of the

common people are too much occupied

about other matters, to examine remote

confequences, or trace their preſent

happy and fleuriſhing circumftances to

fo diſtanta fource, as civil fociety. They

generally attribute thefe to their own

prudence, induſtry, and addreſs, with

out looking any further. For the moſt

part, they are purſuing their own pri

vate and feparate intereft, little folicit

ºus about the public good, though they
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may at the fame time be promoting it.

They feldom refle&t, that they are a

part of a whole, with which they are

obliged to ſtand or-fall; or confider,

that their happinefş depends upon that

of the community, of which they are

members. Men, who are immured im

their ſtudies, and converfaņt chiefly

with books, may wonder how people

can be ignorant of thefe things : but

let them travel through our country,

and converſe with thofe of the lower

rank, who make the bulk in every go

vernment, and they will find great

numbers, and thofe not the worſt citi

zens, much like the fimple Hibernian,

who, when he was informed the ſhip

was finking, made this reply : “ what

do I care? I am only a paffenger.”

În order, therefore, that the grofs of

the people may difcharge their duty as

good citizens, fome more obvious and

immediate motive is neceſſary to fupply

the imperfection of civil laws-fome

principle of aćtion, which comes more

directly home to them, and affećts them

more immediately, as individuals. Such

is that of religion, which teaches, that

the virtuous ſhall be rewarded, and the

vicious puniſhed, in a future ſtate. This

leading principle, which feems in a

great meaſure natural to the mind of

mạn, will have a much greater influ

ence on the generality of mankind, and

do more to fupply the defećts of civil

fociety, than all the reafonings in the

world, which, though they may be juft,

are but little attended to by moſt men.

The whole of what is urged in the

objećtion, under the notion of motive,

may be refolved into the principle of

felf-love; which, when duły modified,

properly directed, and wifely regulated,

is, no doubt, favourable to civil govern

ment. But who does not fee, that the

love of felf, is almoſt always inordi

mate, in the purfuit of preſent good,

and frequently, by a blind and furious

impulſe to preſent gratification, breaks

through all the fences of law, and leads

men to all manner of violence and in

juſtice ? Indeed, to counteraćt and re

ſtrain the excefs of this paffion, and

forrect the evils, which
|

?
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Eſſay on the influence of religion.
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is the very defign of the civil compa&.

Government attempts to effećt theſe

purpoſes, by laying hold on this fame

principle-the ſtrongeft in human na

ture—and endeavouring to prevent its

ill effećts, by giving it an oppofite di

reċtion. This it can do but very im

perfećtly by its own proper power; and

therefore ſtands in need of aid, from

fome other quarter. Here religion af

fords the neceſſary affifiance; for by in

culcating a future retribution–and thus

exciting the hopes and the fears of men

—ſhe oppofes felf-love to felf-love. My

meaning is, that ſhe oppoſes the love

of felf—as defiring future good, and

fhunning future evil—to the love of

felf, confidered as purſuing the unlaw

ful gratification of preſent irregular ap

petite. The language of civil laws is,

“ if you tranfgrefs, through an inordi

nate loveof felf, you ſhall be puniſhed .”

which verythreatening is an application

to the felfiſh principle, felf-love always

leading men to avoid that, which they

reckon in its nature evil. The language

of religion is “ if you carefully ob

ferve the wife and falutary laws of your

country, and faithfully difcharge the

duties of a good citizen, you ſhall have

an ample reward : but if, hurried away

by the impulſe of felfiſh paffions, you

violate the laws, and invade the rights

of your fellow-citizens, the moſt dread

ful puniſhment awaits you.” It is eaſy

to fee how far the language of both co

incides. They only differ in this, that

the one reaches further than the other.

The one denounces puniſhment; but

promifes no reward : the other not only

promifes a reward, but threatens a more

dreadful puniſhment. Civil laws lay

hold, more eſpecially, on men’s fears;

religion both on their hopes and their

fears. Both addrefs themfelves to the

felfiſh paffions : both oppofe felf-love

to felf-love, in the fenfe already ex

plained.

But grant all that is fuppoſed in the

objećtion, it will by no means overthrow

our argument. We have no where af

ferted, that there are no other principles

in human nature, befides religion, which

inany degree to regedy the imper
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perfestions of fociety; but only, that

religion is the moſt proper and natural

remedy. Whatever may anywife ferve

as a foundation of moral obligation—if,

indeed, there can be any fuch founda

tion, diftinct from the will of the fu

preme—as the moral fenfe, the effential

difference of things—thefe, as far as

they lead men to approve and praćtife

virtue, and ſhum vice, tend to promote

the happineſs of fociety. If a principle

of honour and ſhame, a regard to cha

ra&ter, and dread of comtempt and dif

grace, induce men to virtuous aĉtions,

and reſtrain them from the contrary,

they muft be confidered as contributing,

in fome degree, to fupply the defećts of

civil laws. I am, however, perfuaded,

that, upon a careful examination, theſe

will be found mot to have all that influ

ence fome may imagine. They are not

a little precarious ; and depend much

upon time, place, education, cuſtom,

and faſhion. What is reckoned honour

able at one time and place, is not reck

ened fo at another. Cuſtom and faſhion,

which exercife a kind of deſpotifm over

us, in matters of lefs confequence, in

troduce very confiderable changes, even

in moral fentiments and condućt. That

rigid virtue and aufterity of manners,

which fo ſtrongly marked the rife of the

Roman republic, would have appeared

ridiculous and contemptible, when that

empire began to decline. That ſtyle of

manners, which was reckoned honour

able, and procured the highet venera

tion, in Cromwel’s time, was the objećt

effcorn and derifion, under the volup

tuous reign of the fecond Charles. Cuf

tom hath reconciled many of the Caroli

nians and Georgians to a treatment of

their flaves, which a Pennſylvanian looks

upon with horror. It is a cuſtom among

fome favage nations, to expoſe infants :

and the praćtice prevailed amongſt the

Athenians, and feveral other Grecian

ftates, though civilized in a very high

degree. And to increafe our wonder, it

was defended and inculcated by their

greateſt philoſophers. We look upon

this cuſtem with the utmoſt abhorrence :

we confider it as the higheft pitch of bar

barity, and the moſt ſhocking violation

of the laws of nature and humanity :

but among them, it was no way dif

graceful, and paft without blame or

cenfure. After all, from the infances'

given above, we muft not concludė, as

fome have done, that there is no other

difference in moral aĉtions and femti

ments, than that which arifes from edu

cation, custom, or opinion. The founda

tions of morality are more deep and sta

ble, than to be overthrown fo eafily as

fuch men imagine. There are fome ac

tions and charaćters, to which no edu

cation or cuſtom whatever can reconcile

men. Cuſtom can never bring us to

approve of ingratitude and treachery;

and to eſteem them equally honourablé

and worthy of praife with gratitude and

fidelity. Becauſe men in forme particu

lar inſtances, through the influence of

cuſtom or education, ast contrarily to

what we reckom the plain rules of moral

ity, it will not follow that thefe rules

have no other foundation. This would

prove too much : for by the fame me

thod of arguing, we might prove, that

there is no fuch thing as a principle of

reafon in men ; becaufe in millions of

inſtances, cuſtom and education lead

them to aĉt contrarily to its plain dic

tates. Let the moral fenfe, the effential

difference, the principles of honour and

íhame, have all the weight which can

with any ſhow of reafon be allowed

them, enough will ſtill be left for religi

on. With all the affiftance which thefe

can afford, human laws will be found

bat a weak fence againſt the violence and

injuſtice of mem.

(To be continued.)
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Letter from dr. Franklin to the late dr.

Mather, of Boston.

REV. SIR,

RECEIVED your kind letter, with

I your excellent advice to the people of

the united ſtates, which I read with great

pleaſure; and hope it will be duly re

garded. Such writings, though they

may be lightly paffed over by many

readers, yet, if they make a deep im

preſſion on one aĉtive mind in a hun

dred, the effećts may be conſiderable.

A
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M. feet lumber, 25I 7o5 VE RY judicious reader will have

M. ſhingles 2 I 5 I,o72 E obſerved, that we have cautiouſly

Staves, 12,9oo 4o2,1oo avoided to embroil ourfelves in thoſe

Bufhels Indian corn, 6,645 , 74,o8o diſputes, which have been agitated con

Hides, 887 cerming the foundation of moral obli

Sides leather, 2,793 gation.

Tons hemp, . 3 It is well known, that three differ

s Caíks ginfeng, 17 ent opinions have been advanced on

Caſks flaxfeed, 17 I this head : fome founding iton the mo

Reeds, |- 147,750 ral fenfe; others on the effential differ

Geo. A. HALL, Collećtor. ence of things; and others on the will

••«»•*<=><S>••«»•• of God. Strićtly ſpeaking, perhaps

this laſt, only, can properly oblige

men. But in order to maintain this, it

is not neceffary to exclude the other two

from all influence on morality. Where

is the abfurdity of allowing all three a

ſhare in leading men to the praćtice of

virtue ? without determining anything

pofitively concerning this matter, we

have endeavoured to prove, that reli

giom cannot be confidered as unneceffa

ry, even on the principles of thoſe who

are moft ſtrongly attached to the moral

fenfe, and the effential differençe. Thefe

two have, indeed, of late, been the
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hobbyhořfes of their reſpective pa

trons. They make the principal figure

in the writings of moſt of our modern

moraliſts, not to fay divines. The will

of God, or what comes nearly to the

fame thing, religion, which is indeed

the only proper and ſtable foundation

of morality, is eitherwholly excluded, or

brought in only by-the-bye, as a mat

ter of little or no confequence. Thefe

fine-fpun ſyftems, however much they

may difplay the ingenuity of their au

thors, have but very little tendency to

promote virtue, and reform themanners

of the people : and therefore can be of

little fervice to ſociety. It is not eaſy

to fee how the moral fenfe, or the effen

tial difference, or both taken together,

when confidered as wholly diftin&t from

religion, if indeed they can be fo con

fidered, can properly eſtabliſh the fanc

tion of future reward and puniſhment.

This, we have ſhewn, is of the greateſt

moment to civil government: and hence

arifes the fingular utility of religion.

, The abſtrači beauty of virtue may

operate upon profound reafoners. That

pleaſure, which arifes from thoſe ac

tions, which the moral fenfe approves,

may have its weight with men of ele

gant minds and delicate fentiments.

But neither of them will have much

effećt upon the great body of man

kind. They will be always found to

operate but very faintly upon the ma

my, who have, generally, “ quick

fenfes, ſtrong paffions, and grofs in

tellects.” This fingle obſervation fhews

ef how little confequence they are,

when compared with religion, which is

calculated to operate upon the bulk of

the common people in every fociety, as

well as upon the learned and refined

part of mankind.

Upon the whole, though we ſhould

grant that other things co-operate with

religion, in fupplying the defećts of

sivil fociety; we need mot fear to con

clude, that this is the moſt proper, and,

at the fame time, the moſt powerful

remedy. * -

Before we conclude this part, it will

be neceffary to add a few words, con

cerning the ufe of oaths, which may

be confidered as a diſtinst argument,

to prove the influence of religion on

civil fociety. Solemn oaths, as far aş ·

I can learn, have obtained in all civi

lized nations.

amazing force and influence they had

upon the Romans, in the virtuous pe

riod of their republic. In the greateſtº

extremity, and moſt preffing dangers,

thefe were their dernier refort. We

have instances enow of this in their

hiſtory. Let one fuffice in this place =

after the battle of Cannæ, the people

were ſtruck with fuch a panic, that

they talked of removing to Sicily. But

Scipio had the addreſs to obtain an

oath from them, that they would not

leave Romie. The dread of violating

this oath overwhelmed all'other appre

hemfions. “ Rome,” fays the excellent

Montefquieu, “ was a fhip held by two

anchórs, religion and morality, in the

midft of a furious tempest.”

If mr. Locke, and the American poli

ticians, argue juftly, all legitimate go

vernment is originally founded on com

pact. This compaćt is uſually ratified

by folemn oaths. The chief magiſtrate,

who is inveſted with the fupreme exe

cutive power, is bound by oath, faith

fully and impartially to execute the laws,

and govern agreeably to them. . In like

manner, every citizem is bound to aid

and fupport him, as far as he aćts con

formably to his folemn engagement.

Among us, it is well known, that all

civil officers, from the governor down

to the conſtable, are obliged, by oath, to

the difcharge of their refpe&tive trufis.

The policy and even neceffity of this, is

very obvious : for although our civil of

ficers are amenable for their condu&t,

and liable to be puniſhed upon convic

tion, this can be no fecurity againít

clandeſtine fraud. Hence the religion of

an oath is neceſſary, to reſtrain them

from thofe fecret mal-praćtices, which,

however injurious to the public, cannot

be legally detećted. The fecurity of life

and property depends, in a great mea

fure, upon oaths. The innocent cannot

be abſolved, nor the guilty pumiſhed,

without them. In the moſt important

judicial proceedings, the verdićt ulti

mately reſts upon their validity. Take

away the uſe of theſe religious affirma

It is well known what?
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tions, and our courts of judicature muſt

ceafe, or be almoſt entirely ufeleſs. In a

word, civil government can by no means

be carriedon without them. If oaths be

thus neceſſary to the adminiſtration of

government, religion muſt be fo : for

where there is no religion, there can be

no oath. Take away the belief of a de:

ity, a providence, and a future ſtate, and

there is an end of all oaths at once. In

every oath, a deity is invoked, as a wit

nefs and avenger, if we deviate from the

truth. The atheift, therefore, cannot be

bound by it. He, who believes there is

no providence or future ſtate, can be in

no dread of puniſhment, either in this or

a coming world, if he can only elude

human judicatures. The greateſt free

thinker, or moſt abandoned profligate

in our country, would place very little

dependence on the oath of one who be

lieves there is meither God nor devil,

heaven nor hell. Civil laws do, indeed,

hold out a fevere puniſhment to deter

men from perjury : but as it is one of

thofe crimes, of which a perfon can fel

dom be legally convićted, fuch laws

ſtrike but little terror, and are of very

little fervice. The perjured villain may

repeat his crime an hundred times, with

out any danger from human laws. If,

therefore, the laws of religion have no

hold upon him, his oath is perfećtly in

fignificant—eſpecially, where he is un

der temptation to depart from the truth.

We may, therefore, venture to affirm,

that the obligation of oaths is properly

fóumded om religion ; and that whatever

weight we allow them, above a fimple

affirmation, arifes from a fuppofition,

that the deponent believes there is a

God—the rewarder of truth and the

avenger of perjury, to whom he makes a

folemn appeal. This fingle confidera

tion, were there no other arguments,

is fufficient to evince the utility, and even

the neceffity, of religion to civil fociety.

Forif governmentcannot be carried on

without the ufe of oaths, and the vali

dity of thefe depend upon religion, the

confequence is unavoidable, that civil

fociety cannot fubfift without religion.

(To be continued.)
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Extrast from on oration on independence z 61

Extrast from an oration, delivered July

4, 1789, at the preſbyterian church,

in Arch-fireet, Philadelphia, by the

rev. William Rogers, A. M. profeſor

of Engliſh and oratory, in the college

and academy of Philadelphia.

H E objećts of this day's com

memoration naturally infpire the

mind with fentiments of admiration and

delight!—not fuch fentiments as prevail

where ancient ufage or capricious faſhi

on has prefcribed the feſtival, in ho

nour of fome vifionary faint or pam

pered monarch : but fuch as invigorate

the contemplative mind, and give new

fplendor to the human charaĉter :–

It is the Sabbath of our freedom !

Every friend of ſcience, every lover of

mankind, is interefted in the event

which IT records ; for, even at this

early period, the animating rays of our

new conſtellation have been felt on the

exhaufted foil of Europe, and have pe

metrated the barbarous fhades of Africa!

Governments have been overthrown

by violence, or undermined by treache

ry; the ſtandard of liberty has been

violated by the hand of deſpotifm ; and

the dominion of the world has been

flućtuating and precarious : but in the

long catalogue of fublunary viciffi

tudes, no parallel can be found, fimi

lar to that which weare now called upon

to celebrate.

The cauſes and effects of national

revolutions have generally been difpro

portionate. The wanton violence of

one individual, was the ground of chang

ing the monarchy of Rome into a re

public : and that republic was eventu

ally fubverted by the poliſhed ambition

of another. Caprice influenced the

people, as ambition urged their leaders.

The motive, and the means of every

enterprize, were held to be equally

juſtified by the end : and thus, however

magnificent the ſuperitruĉtures have ap

peared, the foundations of ancient pow

er were feldom the work of reafon and

of juſtice.

To theſe illuſtrations, the hiſtory of

modern times has added the force of

religious bigotry upon the uncultivated

mind ;-and, perhaps, the nation, whófe
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chafe was agreed, great promifes paft

between us, of “ kindnefs and good

* neighbourhood, and that the Indians

* and Engliſh muſt live in love, as long

* as the fun gave light.’ Which done,

another made a ſpeech to the Indians, in

the name of all the fachamakers or

kings ; firſt to tell them what was

done ; next, to charge and command

them, “ To love the chriftians, and par

* ticularly to live in peace with me, and

* the people under my government ;

* that many governors had been in the

* river; but that no governor had come

* himſelf to live and ſtay here before ;

* and having now fuch an one that had

* treated them well, they ſhould never do

“ him or his any wrong.’ At every fen

tence of which they ſhouted, and faid,

Amen, in their way.

XXIV. The juſtice they have, is pe

cumiary. In cafe of any wrong or evil

faćł, be it murder itſelf, they atone by

feasts and preſents of their wampum,

which is proportioned to the quality of

the offence, or perfon injured, or of the

fex they are of For in cafe they kill a

woman, they pay double, and the reafon

they render, is, “ That fhe breedeth

* children, which men cannot do.” It is

rare that they fall out, if fober : and if

drunk, they forgive it, faying, “It was

* the drink, and not the man, that abufed

* them.” -

XXV. We have agreed, that in all ·

differences between us, fix of each fide

fhall end the matter. Do not abufe

them, but let them have juſtice, and you

win them. The worſt is, they are the

worfe for the chriftians, who have pro

pagated their vices, and yielded them

tradition forill, and not for good things.

But as low an ebb as thefe people are

at, and as glorious as their own condi

tion looks, the chriftians have not out

lived their fight, with all their preten

fions to an higher manifeſtation. What

good then might not a good people graft,

where there is fo diſtinét a knowledge

left between good and evil ? I beſeech

God to incline the hearts of all that

come into thefe parts, to outlive the

knowledge of the natives, by a fixt o

bedience to their greater knowledge of
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the will of God; for it were miferable

indeed for us to fall under the cenfure

of the poor Indian confcience, while we

make profeſſion of things fo far tram

fcending. -

XXVI. For their original, I am read

to believe them of the Jewiſh race : I

mean, of the ſtock of the tem tribes, and

that for the following reafons ; firſt,

they were to go to “ a land not planted

or known,” which, to be fure, Afia and

Africa were, if not Europe : and he,

who intended that extraordinary judg

ment upon them, might make the paf

fage not uneafy to them, as it is not

impoffible in itſelf, from the eaſternmoſt

parts of Afia, to the weſternmoſt parts of

America. In the next place I find them

of like countenance, and their children

of fo lively refemblance, that a man

would think himſelf in Duke's-place, or

Berry-ftreet in London, when he feeth

them. But this is not all : they agree in

rites : they reckon by moons : they of

fer their firſt fruits : they have a kind of

feaſt of tabernacles : they are faid to lay

their altar upon twelve ftones : their

mourning a year, customs of women,

with manythings that do not now occur.

So much for the natives; next the old

planters will be confidered in this rela

tion, before I come to our colony, and

the concerns of it. -

(To be concluded in our next.)
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Eſſay on the influence of religion in ci

vil ſociety. By the rev. Thomas Reefe,

A. M. paſior of the preſbyterian church

at Salem, S. C. written in 1785.–

Page 161. -

N U M B E R V I.

E proceed to the fecond head of

argument. “If truth and utility

coincide, or, to ſpeak more plainly, if

truth be produ&tive of utility, and uti

lity indicative of truth,” christianity

muft be, of all religions, the moſt ufe

ful to civil fociety. Ancient politicians

and philoſophers held, that “ many

things in religion are true, which are

not uſeful, and vice verfa.” Some mo

derns, illuſtrious for their political writ

ings, have adopted the fame opinion, at
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leaft ih part. The celebrated Montef

quieu, ſpeaking of certain religious

epinions, which were taught among the

Perfians, fubjoins : “ The e doćtrines

were falfe, but extremely uſeful.” And

in feveral other places, he ſuppoſes, that

doćtrines, in themſelves falſe, may be

predućtive of much utility in govern

ment. Beccaria, an author whom I

revere, and whoſe very errors a

amiable, becaufe he pleads the caufe of

humanity, hath the following extraor

dinary paflage. “ The firſt religiouser

rors, which peopled the earth with falſe

divinities, and created a world of in

viſible beings, to govern the vifible

creation, were of the utmoft fervice to

mankind. The greateſt benefactors to

humanity were thoſe who dared to de

ceive and lead pliant ignorance to the

foot of the altar.”

If this author mean, that a religion,

though blended with much error and

fuperfition, is better for civil fociety,

than none, I agree with him : but if he

mean, as his words feem plainly to

import, that the invention or propaga

tion of falfehoods, or that religious er

rors, in doćtrine or worſhip, have a

tendency to promote the happinefs of

mankind, in a ſtate of ſociety, I take

the liberty to differ from him. I cannot

perfuade myſelf, that religious, or po

litical, or even military lies, can be,

upon the whole, uſeful to mankind, or

even to a particular fociety. “ Honeſty

is the beſt policy.” The propagation of

falfehoods may fometimes be attended

with apartial, particular, private, or tem

porary utility, but can mever be upon

the whole advantageous. The good,

arifing from them, is generally more

than counterbalanced by the mifchief

they do, in deſtroying mutual confi

dence among men. To ſuppoſe other

wife, is plainly to level truth with falfe

hood : for if truth be more excellent

than falfehood, as is generally acknow

ledged, that ſuperior excellence muſt lie

in its utility, or tendency to promote

human happinefs. Suppofe falfehood to

have the fame general tendency, and, I

think, it will be hard to give a reafon,

why we ſhould prefer the former to the

latter. When we give it as our opinion,

that the religion of the heathens was of

real fervice to civil government, we do

not ſuppoſe, that their religiouserrors

their falſe motions concerning certain

inviſible powers—their idolatry and fu

pertition-produced that utility ; but

the fubitantial truths involved with thoſe

falfehoods. Thofe important religious

truths, which were of general belief in

all well-policed ſtates, and not the migh.

ty maſs of ſuperſtition with which they

were interwoven, were uſeful to thê

ſtate. Thus, when fome fovereign drug

is combined with others of ufeleſs, er

fomewhat pernicious quality, a falutary

effect may be produced : but that effećt

is not to be attributed to the ufelets or

baneful qualities of the latter, but the

falutary efficacy of the former. Idolatry,

fuperitition, and religious falfehoeds,

are not only ufeleſs, but pernicious to

civil fociety; and tend to allay that

good, of which religious truth is pro

dućtive. On a critical view of the hif

tory of thofe civil focieties which have

exiſted in the world, it will be found,

that, cæteris paribus, thofe have en

joyed the greateſt ſhare of political hap

pinels, whoſe religions have been leaft

mingled with fuperſtition. It is religi

ous truth, therefore, and mot religious

lies, which we fuppofe uſeful to civil go

vernment. The chriftian religion there

fore, in its native purity and fimplicity,

as taught by its firſt founders, and un

adulterated with thofe fuperſtitious mix

tures which have deformed its beauty,

and counteraćted its falutary influence,

mult be, of all religions, the moſt fa

vourable to civil fociety. -

“ Mr. Bayle,” ſays the illustrious

Montefquieu, “ after having abuſed all

religions, endeavours to fully chriſtia

nity : he boldly afferts, that true chrif

tians cannot form a government of any

duration. Why mot ?” replies the ba

ron. “ Citizens of this fort being in

finitely enlightened with reſpect to the

various duties of life, and having the

warmeft zeal to perform them, muſt be

perfectly fenfible of the rights of na

tural defence. The more they believe

themſelves indebted to religion, the mort
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they would think due to their country.

The principles of chriftianity, deeply

engraven on the heart, would be infi

nitely more powerful than the falfe ho

nour of monarchies, than the humane

virtues of republics, or the fervile fear

of deſpotic ſtates.” -

This is a noble teſtimony in favour

of christianity, from one who thought

for himfelf, and who made the nature

of government and laws, the principal

study of his life.

In order to fhew the influence of the

chriftian religion on civil fociety, it

will be neceffary to confider—the doc

trines it teaches–the worſhip it enjoins

—and the precepts it inculcetes. The

two firſt íhall be treated briefly : the

laft requires a more ample difeuffion.

I. Of the doćtrines which chriſtiani

ty teaches.

Under this head it will not be necef

fary to treat all the doĉtrines of our re

ligion, but merely thoſe which more ·

immediately and direćtly tend to the be

nefit of fociety. Such are thoſe concern

ing the nature of the Deity, his provi

dence, and a future ſtate of rewards

and punifhments.

In thofe facred writings which con

tain our religion, we have fuch a repre

fentation of the nature and attributes

of the great firſt caufe, as gives us the

moſt grand, noble, and worthy concep

tions of him. The divine charaĉter, as

there drawn, is fuited to infpire ideas

at once the moſt auguſt and awful, the

moſt venerable and lovely. His irrefifti

ble power, inflexible juſtice, and tre

mendous majeſty–his infinite know

ledge and immaculate purity–tend to

fill us with the moſt profound awe and

reverence; to deter us from every thing,

which might provoke him; and confe

quently to reſtrain us from every kind

of immorality. Theſe perfections of

the Deity leave the impenitent and per

fifting rebel no hope of efcaping the

righteous vengeance of heaven. His

diffufive benevolence, the riches of his

goodnefs, the extent of his mercy, his -

patience and readinefs to pardon the re

penting and returning finner, are calcu

lated to infpire us with fentiments of
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love and gratitude, encourage us to re

nounce our vicious praćtices, and hope

in his mercy. In a word, the due con

fideration of his attributes, as repreſent

ed in our religion, meceffarily tends to

reſtrain us from all vice, and excite us

to walk in the paths of piety and vir

tue; and confequently to promote our

happinefs as focial beings.

It muft be confeffed, even by thoſe

who are inclined to think moſt favour

ably of the ancient heathens, that, with

few exceptions, they entertained very

grofs and umworthy motions of their

deities ; and fuch as plainly tended to

corrupt their morals, and encourage
2 O

them in an indulgence of the femfual

paffions, very pernicious to civil fociety.

Their gods, as the poet well expreffes it,

Were

“ Gods partial, changeful, paffionate,

unjuft,

Whofe attributes wererage, revenge, or

luft.”

The amorous intrigues, the rapes,

quarrels, thefts, &c. for which they were

celebrated, are juftly reckoned fcan

dalous among mortal men. There was

fcarcely any vice, the praćtice of which

was not countenanced by fome of their

deities, male - or female. Indeed whėm

we confider the immoralities afcribed to

the gods of the heathens, it is ſurprifing

they were not more corrupt and diffo

lute in their manners. There muft have

been fome powerful antidote in their ci

vil imftitutions, which countera&ted the

influence of religious errors, fo de

ftru&tive of all morality. The ideº,

which chriftianity gives us of the in

finite purity of that God whom we .

worſhip, has a quite contrary tendency.

In a word, the perfections of the Deity,

held up to view in divine revelation, are

fuch, that the ferious confideration and

devout contemplation of them, muft ne

ceffarily fill us with an abhorrence of

all impurity and vice of every kind.

The more nearly we refemble him, and

the more perfe&tly we imitate him, the

more virtuous we are, and the more dif

poſed to difcharge all the focial duties.

The doĉtrimes, which chriſtianity

teaches, concerning the divine provi

2 I,
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dence, give us the moſt exalted concep

.tions of the Deity. They are perfectly

comfomant to, and indeed the neceffary

confequence of, his attributes. What a

, fublime idea do they give us of the great

Jehovah, when we confider him as “rul

ing in the army of heaven, and amongſt

the inhabitants of this lower world!”–

exercifing an abſolute, fupreme, and

, univerſal dominion over all his creatures

–fuftaining them by his power-direćt

ing them by his wiſdom—and ſupplying

them by his bounty ? The God, whom

we are taught to worſhip, is no local

deity, like thoſe of the heathens, pre

fiding over this or that portion of na

ture—the guardian of this or that par

ticular city or country—inhabiting this

or that particular river, grove, or moun

tain. He fills the vaſt and complicated

machine of the univerfe, touches every

fpring, moves every wheel, and adjuſts

every motion. He is the fountain not

cnly of being, but of all operation–

the fource of all that beauty, order, and

harmony, which are diffuſed over the

wide creation, and fill the attentive be

holder with fuch inexprefſible delight.

His providence extends to the leaft as

well as the greateſt of his works. None

of his creatures, however infignificant,

eſcape his notice : he regards them all

with an equal and impartial eye. They

are all the objećts of his parental care—

all the fubjećts of his governing power

and wifdom. With what beauty and

emphafis does the inſpired poet fet forth

the exuberant goodnefs of the Creator,

in the ample provifion he makes for the

various tribes of animals, which inha

bit this fpacious earth 1 “ The Lord is

good to all ; and his tender mercies are

over all his works. The eyes of all

wait upon thee : and thou giveſt them

their meat in due feafon. Thou ºpeneſt

thy hand, and fatisfieft the defire of

every living thing.” But although his

beneficence is extended to all his crea

tures, thofe, who devote themſelves to

his fervice, are the objećts of his pecu

liar care. “ The young lions may lack

and fuffer hunger : but thofe, who feek

the Lord, ſhall not want any good

thing. Their bread fhallbe given them ;

their water ſhall be fure.” He, who

“ feeds the young ravens, that cry, and

clothes the grafs of the field,” will much

more give his own fervants food to eat,

and raiment to put on.

When the devout chriſtian contem

plates the providence of God in this

view, and confiders all things as under

the government, and at the fovereign

difpofal, of a being infinitely juft, wife,

and powerful, whoſe goodneſs, like an

overflowing fountain, is continually

diffufing its streams over the whole cre

ation—and who hath pledged his truth,

that “ all things íhall work together

for his good”—it cannot fail to infpire

confidence and tranquility, and afford

him confolation under the heavieſt ca

lamities. He looks up to the bounty of

his heavenly Father, who, with a benig

nant hand, psurs out the bleffings of

his providence. In the ufe of the ap

pointed means, he depends upon his pa

rental care and munificence, mor dreads

approaching poverty or want. Content

ed with that portion of temporal good

things which providence hath allotted

to him, he is not diſpoſed to encroach

upon the property of others, either by

fraud or violence. Satisfied with the

ftation, though humble, in which hea

ven hath fixed him, he envies not the

rich or the great, nor is anxious for

change. With fuch a temper as this,

he cannot fail of being an honet, quiet,

and peaceable member of fociety. Such

a diſpoſition, eſpecially in governments

which enjoya great ſhare of liberty, is,

perhaps, of more importance than is

generally imagined. Difcontentment

with our preſent condition, envy of

wealth and power, and an immoderate

fondnefs of change, are the fource of

innumerable evils in fociety. At leaft,

it is certain they were fo in the republic

of Rome, which was continually em

broiled by the fierce diſputes between

the patricians and the plebeians. And, if

I miftake not, much of the prefent un

eafineſs, ſtrife, and political contention

in America, may be traced to the fame

fource. If every citizen, with a chrifti

an temper, would acquieſce in that wife

plan of providence, which ordains a
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certain fubordination of rank and of

fice in the political body—and confi

der that in this very thing the beauty,

order, and even the excellence of focie

ty, very much confifts, we would not

have fo many factious and turbulent

fpirits amongſt us. We would not then

fee fo many, who, prompted by ambi

tious and aſpiring paffions, are continu

ally grafping after power, and wealth,

and high ſtations, endeavouring to Pull

down all who are above, and opprefs all

below them. A juſt view of providence,

as taught by our religion, would lead.

us to confider, that in every govern

ment, there muſt be high and low, rich

and poor. This would make useafy and

contented with the lot which heaven has

affigned to us, and convince us, that in

aćting our part well, whether it bé a

high, or a low one, “ all the honour

lies.”

(To be continued.)
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Letter on the effests of lead upon the bu

man body. From dr. Franklin to a

friend.

Philadelphia, July 31, 1786.

DEAR FRIEND,

Recollećt, that when I had the great

pleaſure of feeing you at Southamp

tom, now a twelvemonth fimce, we had

fome converſation on the bad effects of

lead taken inwardly ; and that at your

requeſt I promiſed to fend you in writing

a particular account of feveral fasts I

then mentioned to you, of which you

thought fome good ufe might be made.

I now fit down to fulfil that promife.

The firſt thing I remember of this

kind, was a general difcourfe in Boſton,

when I was a boy, of a complaint from

North Carolina, againſt New England

rum, that it poifoned their people, giv

ing them the dry-belly-ach, with a lofs

of the ufe of their limbs. The diſtil

leries being examined on the occafion,

it was found, that feveral of them uſed

leadem still-heads and worms : and the

phyficians were of opinion that the mif

chief was occafioned by that ufe of lead,

The legiſlature of Maffachuſetts there

Letter on the efests ºf lead upon the human body. 26;

upon paffed an a&t, prohibiting under

fevere penalties, the ufe of fuch ſtill

heads and worms thereafter.

In 1724, being in Londom, I went to

work in the printing houfe, of mr. Pal

mer, Bartholomew-clofe, as a compofi

tor. Ithere found a practice, I had never

feen before, of drying a cafe of types,

(which are wet in distribution) by

placingit ſloping before the fire. I found

this had the additional advantage, (when

the types were not only dried but heated)

of being comfortable to the hands work

ing over them in cold weather. I there

fore fometimes heated my cafe when the

types did not want drying. But an old

workman obſerving it, adviſed me not

to do fo; telling me, I might lofe the

ufe of my hands by it, as two of our:

companioms had nearly done ; one of

whom, who uſed to earn his guinea, a

week, could not then make more than

ten fhillings ; and the other, who had

the dangles, but feven and fixpence.

This, with a kind of obſcure pain, that

I had fometimes felt, as it were in the

bones of my hand, when working over

the types made very hot, induced me tə

omit the praćtice. But talking after

wards with mr. James a letter-founder

in the fame clofe, and afking him, if his

people, who worked over the little fur

naces of melted metal, were not ſubject to

that diforder–he made light of any

danger from the effluvia ; but afcribed

it to particles of the metal, fwallowed

with their food, by ſlovenly workmen,

who went to their meals, after handling

the metal, without well waſhing their

fingers, fo that fome of the metaliine

particles were taken off by their bread,

and eaten with it. This appeared to

have fome reafon in it. But the pain I

had experienced, made me ſtill afraid of

thofe effluvia. -

Being in Derbyſhire, at fome of the

furnaces, for fmelting of lead ore, I was

told, that the fmoke of thofe furnaces was

pernicious to neighbouring grafs and o

ther vegetables : but I do not recollećł to

have heard any thing of the effećt of

fuch vegetables, eaten by animals. It

may be well to make the enquiry.

In America, I have often obſerved,
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Law cafe. Common pleas, Philadelphia

county, June term, 1788. Bolton vs.

Martin. From Dallas's reports now

in the preß, and which will be pub

liſhed in a few days.

HE defendant was one of the

members from Bedford county,

in the ſtate convention, which affembled,

at Philadelphia, to take into confidera

tion the adoption, or rejs&tion, of the

conítitution propoſed for the govern

ment of the united ſtates, by the feder

al convention, on the 17th of September,

1787. During his attendance upon this.

duty, he was ferved with a fummons,

at the fuit of the plaintiff; and Sergeant

ebtained a rule to fhew caufe, why the

procefs ſhould not be quaſhed, upon a

fuggeſtion, that the defendant, acting in

this public capacity, was entitled to pri

vilege ?

The cafe was elaborately argued by

Levy, for the plaintiff, and Sergeantand

Bradford, for the defendant.

Levy repreſented the queſtion to be,

fimply, whether a member of the ſtate

convention was protećted, during the

feffions of that body, from being ferved

with a fummons ? He remarked, that

there appeared to be a ſtrong diftinction

between the privileges of a permanent

legiſlature, and thoſe which might be

claimed by a convention, called for a

temporary purpoſe : but, waving any

argument arifing from that fource, he

contended, that there was no fimilitude

between the deliberative bodies of Eng

land and Pennſylvania; and that, con

fequently, the privilege of parliament

in that country, was not capable of a

ftrict application in this. The Engliſh

øonſtitution, confifting ofthree branches,

was fo comitrućted, as to prevent the en

croachments of one branch upon ano

ther : and privilege, as allowed in Eng

land, was the neceffary refult of that

principle. The privilege of the houfe of

lords, might, perhaps, be founded on

immemorial ufage : but if the members

of the houfe of commons had not, like

wife, been protećted from arreſts, it is

eafy to perceive, that their deliberations

and decifions might, at any time, have

been interrupted by the practices of the

other branches of the government. But

if we muſt ſtill be referred to the pri

vilege of parliament, he infifted that

the protection of a member of the

houfe of parliament, extended only

te the cafe of arreſts, or perſonal

reſtraint, and not to the fervice of a

fummons*. Nay, we find that anciently

the courts of juſtice only took cogni

zance of the privilege of parliament, to

deliver the party out of cuſtody, and

not to abate the fuit brought againſt

himţ. With refpest to the nature of

privilege, he argued, that in modern .

times, it was become an odious and un

palatable doćtrine; and that if it were

res nova, a verý doubtful queſtion might

be made, whether the advantage which ·

the public derive from the protećtion of

its fervants againſt vexatious and ma

licious arreſts, compenfates for the inju

ry dome by fcreening a man from the

payment of his juſt debts. The policy

of queen Elizabeth’s obſervation, that

“ he was no fit fubjećt to be employed

in her fervice, that was fubjećt to other

men’s actions, leit ſhe might be thought

to delay juſticeț,” deferves to be well

confidered in a republic ; and it ap

pears, indeed, to have operated confi

derably, even in that kingdom, from

which all our precedents on the ſubjećt

are derived. Statute after ſtatute, has

been framed to marrow this infraćtion of

the common law : and by the influence

of lord Mansfield’s eloquence, the ſta

tute of the I o Geo. III. c. 5o- ſeems at

N OTES «

* Atk. tracts, 41, 42, 43. 1. Mod.

146. S. C.

+ 1 Black.com. 166. Dyer 59. 56.

į Co. Litt. 131.
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On the uſe offeeping feed barley in a

dry feafon. By mr. James Chapple.

Addreſſed to the fecretary of the Bath

fociety.

S I R, v.

Y great fucceſs in making the

following experiment, occa

fions my communicating an account of

it to you, for the benefit of the public,

if thought worthy a place in the third

volume of the Bath fociety’s experi

mental papers.

The laſt ſpring being remarkably

dry, I foaked my feed barley in the

black water taken from a refervoir,

which conſtantly receives the draining

of my dung heap and ftables. As the

light corn floated on the top, I ſkim

med it off, and let the reſt ſtand twenty

four hours. On taking it from the wa

ter, I mixed the feed grain with a fuffi

eient quantity of fifted wood-afhes, to

make it ſpread regularly, and fowed

three fields with it. I began the fix

teenth, and finiſhed the twenty-third

of April. The produce was fixty

bufhels peracre, of good clean barley,

without any fmall or green corh, or

weeds at harveſt. No perfon in this

country had better grain. -

I fowed alſo feveral other fields with

the fame feed dry, and without any

preparation : but the crop, like thofe

of my neighbours, was very poor, not

more than twenty bufhels per acre, and

much mixed with green corn and weeds,

when harveſted. I alſo fowed fome of

the feed dry om one ridge in each of

my former fields : but the produce was

very poor, in comparifon of the other

parts of the field.

•«»-- <T><S><S>·4)••

Eſſay on the influence of religion in civil

Jociety. By the rev. Thomas Reefe,

A. M. pastor of the preſbyterian

church, at Salem, S. C.–Written in

1785.—Continued from Vol. VII. p.

263.

N U M B E R. VII.

H E ways of providence often

- appear dark and myfterious, even

to the moſt careful obfervers, while here

*:: this world; becauſe the plan is im

perfectly comprehended. The wicked

who break through all the laws of God

and man, are often profperous, and in

appearance happy; while the righteous

are opprefed, and borne down with the

heavieſt affli&tíons āñd calamities. But

when the vaft chain, of which we now

fee only a few detached links, will be

utfolded-when the curtain of time

is drawn afide, and eternity opens upon

us–when the mighty drama, if I may

fo expreſs it, winds up—then we will

fee the juſtice of all the divine diſpen

fations : then the good man fhall be re

wårded, the wicked puniſhed, and the

ways of God to mån fully vindicated.

The laſt act will unravel all, and exhi

bit every charaĉter in its true light.

The chriftian confiders all this : and

therefore, though he cannot fee through

the dark maze of providence, he adores,

in filence, what he is not able to fa

thom, and fubmits without repining to

the determinations of heaven. He pof

feffes his foul in patience; and looks

forward to that great decifive day, when

the juſtice of the fupreme Ruler, will

triumph in the reward of virtue, and

the puniſhment of vice. This naturally

leads to the doćtrine of a future ſtate,

which is a part of the ſtupendous plan

of providence, and is of the utmoſt im

portance to civil fociety. It is acknow

ledged, that this doctrine was of gener

al belief among the civilized heathens :

and we have fuppoſed, that it was of

fingular utility to their civil policy.

But it is beyömd all doubt, that chrifti

ans have advantages vaftly fuperior în

this particular, for which they are

wholly indebted to divine revelation.

Though the heathens expected a righte

ous judgment to come, and to be re

warded or puniſhed hereafter, accord

ing as they behaved themfelves here–

they were much in the dark as to the

circumſtances of that judgment, and the

nature of thoſe rewards and puniſh

ments. All, who are acquainted with

their writings, will readily own, that

their ideas, concerning thefe things,

were very abfurđ, grofs, and puerile.

But in the ſcriptures, eſpecially in the

new teſtament, where “ life and im
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mortality are brought to, light,” we.

have all theſe particulars unfolded, as

far as infinite wiſdom fees neceſſary to

our happineſs-and as far, perhaps, as

we are able to comprehend them, in our

preſent imperfect ſtate. The awful pro

cefs of the general judgment is repre

fented in fuch a manner as is fuited to

give us the moſt deep and folemn im

prefions of that great and terrible day.

The charaćter of the Judge—his de

fcent to judgment, in all the pomp and,

majelty of a God—the unſufferable

ſplendor of his appearance—his bright

angelic retinue—the folemn and tre

mendous found of the laſt trumpet, which

announces his approaoh, and uſhers in

the awful fcene–are all defcribed with

a grandeur and boldnefs of imagery, a

force and elevation of language, which

no human pen can reach. The refur

rećtion of the dead by the all-awaken

ing voice of the Son of God—the

change of the living and their appear

ance, in one vaſt affembly, before the

judge feated on his burning throne—the

applauding fentence of the righteous–

the juft and terrible doom of the wick

ed—are fet before us with fuch fublimi

ty of thought, and energy of expref

fion, as ſeem beſt adapted to arreſt the

attention, and impreſs the heart. Sym

pathifing nature adds to the folemnity

and terror of the day. The fun is dar

kened; the moon turned into blood;

lightnings flaſh; thunders roar; “the

heavens pafs away with a great noife; the

elements melt with fervent heat;” and

the earth diffolves in fire.

For the fake of brevity, fome of

thofe texts, in which the final judgment

is defcribed, are referred to below * :

and whoever will pleaſe to turn to them,

and read with attention, muft be ſtruck

with the majeſty and grandeur of the

fentiments, if he have any tafte for

what is truly great-and fublime. How

mean and trifling are the fi&tions of the

heathen poets-their repreſentations of

NOTE.

* Dan. 7. 9, 1o. Rev. 2o. 11. 12.

13. 2. Theff, 1. 7. 8. 9. Mat. 31. and

feq. -
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Minos and Rhadamanthus ſeparating

the pious from the impious, and affign

ing them their diftinct abodes, when

compared with the deſcriptions which

divine revelation gives us of the laft

judgment!

The rewards, which christianity pro

poſes to all her fincere votaries, are the

moſt great and glorious imaginable.

They are pure, refined, intellećtual,

much more excellent and worthy of a

rational creature, than thoſe of any

other religion. The Elyfium of the

heathens makes a poor and contemptible

figure, when compared with the hea

ven of christians. Their“ yellow meads

of Aſphodel,” and bowers of Ama

ranth—their combats, running, wreſt

ling, mufic, and dancing—will mot bear

a comparifon with thofe fublimę joys,

and intellectual pleaſures, which our

religion promifes, as the reward of vir

tuous and pious fouls. The company

and converſation of pious heroes, poets,

and philoſophers, which feem to have

been the moſt exalted motion, that eveņ

a Socrates formed of future happinefs,

though much more reafonable and wor

thy of an intelligent nature–are moth

ing more than may be enjoyed in the

preſent life. How far do even thefe fall

fhort of the fociety of angels and the

ſpirits of juſt men made perfect—and

of that happinefs which confiſts in the

knowledge, contemplation, and fruition

of the chief good–by which our na

tures are exalted to the higheſt pitch of

perfection and felicity? What a deſpi

cable idea of future happinefs do fome

of the more femfual Jews frame to them

felves, when they place it in delicious

feasts and rich banquets ? The paradiſe

of the mahometams is ſtill more vile and

fordid. How unworthy of rational crea

tures ! to fuppoſe that their fupreme fe

licity confifts in good fare, and the frui

tion of pleaſures, altogether femfual,

which brutes enjoy in a more exquifite

degree.

Chriſtianity reprobates every thing of

this kind, and exhibits pleaſures more

noble, folid, and permanent, than the

richelt entertainments—the moſt exqui

fite femfual delights. Whatever is reck
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omed great or glorious, grand or mag

nificent, among mortals–whatever af

fords the highet fatisfa&tion, the moſt

intenfe and poignant pleaſure in this

world—all thefe are employed by the

infpired penmen, only as emblems of the

heavenly felicity. Kingdoms, thrones,

crowns, are but faint refemblances of

“ that exceeding and eternal weight of

glory which ſhall be revealed hereafter.”

The moſt fumptuous banquets, where

the gentle fire of love lights up every

countenance, joy tranſports, and friend

fhip warms, are but imperfect repreſen

tations of that “fulnefs of joy which

is in the prefence of God, and thoferi

vers of immortal pleaſure, which flow

at his right hand.” The facred writers,

who make ufe of thefe earthly images,

inform us, at the fame time, that the

celeſtial happinefs is great beyond com

parifon, and far tranſcends our highet

conceptions.–“ As it is written, eye

hath mot feen norear heard, neither have

entered into the heart of man, thethings

which God hath prepared for thofe that

love him.” (To be continued.)
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Inhabitants of Rhode ifland and Provi

dence plantations.

173o. Whites I 5, 3C2

Blacks 2,6o3

I 7,9o 5

1742. Whites 29,755

. Blacks 4,373

34,128

1761. Whites 35,939

Blacks 4,697

- 40,636

1774. Whites 54,435

Blacks 53243

59,678

1783. Whites 48,538

- Blacks 3,361

51,899

Inhabitants of New Jerſey.

1738. Whites 43,383

Blacks 3,981

47,369

1745. Whites 56,797

Blacks 4,6o6

61,403

1784. Whites 139,934

Blacks Io, 5o I

I 40,4.35
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A /bort account of the hon. Theodoric

Bland, efq. deceaſed, one of the Virgi

nia delegation.

R. Bland was a native of Vir–

ginia, and defcended from an

ancient and reſpectable family in that

ſtate. He was bred to phyfic : but up

on the commencement of the American

war, having been educated in very li

beral principles, he quit the praćtice,

and took an active part in the caufe of

his country. He foon rofe from a vo

lunteer to the rank of colonel, and had

the command given him of a regiment

of dragoons. While in the army, he

frequently fignalized himſelf by brilliant

aćtions. In 1779, he was appointed to

the command of the convention troops,

at Albemarle barracks in Virginia; and

continued in that fituation till fome

time in 178o, when he was elećted to a

feat in congrefs.

He then refigned his commiſſion of

colonel, and continued in congreſs, three

years, the time allowed by the confe

deration : after the expiration of this

tims, he again returned to Virginia,

and was chofem a member of their ſtate

legiſlature. On the great queſtion of

the conſtitution, mr. Bland was oppof

ed thereto, as fuppofing it repugnant to

the intereſts of his country, and was in

the minority that voted againſt the ra

tification. When the conſtitution was

at length adopted, mr. Bland, acting

in conformity to the charaćter of a good

citizen, fubmitted to the voice of the

majority, and became a candidate to re

prefent the diſtrict in which he lived, in

the congreſs of the united ſtates. He

was elećted without oppoſition; and has

had the honour of repreſenting them in

the firſt congrefs under the new confti

tution. Mr. Bland’s charaćter in the

preſent congrefs has been fuch as to me

rit the warmeſt esteem of his country

men in general. In his charaćter, he

was honeft, open, and candid, and bore

an univerfal good charaćter, in his in

tercourfe with mankind.
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As to the nature of an oath, it is
generally defined and understood to be,
V aſolemn appeal to God, as certain

ly knowing the truth or falſehood of
what we declare, and as it were pray

ing him to do us good or evil accord

ing as we ſhall make a true or falſe

declaration."

In all civil ſocieties, the sti ictest care
ſhould be taken, to find out, in all ju
dicial proceedings, the truth of facts
relating to the life, reputation, and pro
perty of private perſons, or to the
welfare of communities, as well as to
oblige men to ſulfil many neceſſary and

important engagements, in which the

good of individmls or of the public
may be concerned. Now an oath is
the strongest ſecurity that can be given
or taken for men's ſpeaking truly, or
acting honestly and faithfully. It would
therefore be too 'much neglecting and _
expoſing the interests of individuals and
of the community, to leave the weighty
n'anſuctions of civil administration un
ſupportcd by the ſanction and energy of
oaths. And ſince there is ſuch a neceffi
ty, in many caſes, of makinga ſolemn
appeal to heaven, or of adjuring men
by the living God, the greatest care
ſhould be taken, to preſerve the ſacred
neſs of oaths, and not render them too
cheap and familiar by a too frequent
and unneceſſary uſe of them. It is
greatly to be wiſhed, that'th'ere were not

ſoinany occaſions of multiplying oaths,
and of requiring them ſo often, and of
ſuch' numbers of per-ſons in civil tranſ
nctions, in collectingxx'ciſe duties, &e.
'
unleſs greater pains were taken to im

preſs men's minds with a ſenſe of fide
ſolemnity and importance. of an oath,
and unleſs they had moe of the fear of
God beforetheir eyes. The frequent
exaction of oaths has, no doubt, a
great tendency to lefl'en that reverence

which is due to them, and of expoſing
men to the ſin of perjury. Itis enough
to ſink the heart of a good citizen, 'to
ſee and hear the ſhifts and ovaſions
which many will make, who have ſ0-_
lrmnly ſworn by the omniſcientiGod,
that they will declare the truth, the
whole truth ,.and nothing" ut the truth ;

and to notice, by what flimſy arts, they
will ſatisfy their conſciences, when they
have an opportunity of ſaving or get.
ting money, by violating not n'erely
their promiſes, but their oaths. An
other great reaſon, no doubt, why ſo
lemn oaths are ſo little regarded, is he-

'
cauſe profane oaths are ſo frequently
ſpoken and heard. To ſay nothing of
the impiety of profane ſwearing, it is
a most unmanly and cauſeleſs vice, and
has a most malignant aſpect on the in
terests of civil ſociety Profaneneſs is
as poor an evidence of wit and ſeſiſe,
of courage and of good breeding, as it.
is of ſolid goodneſs. The dregs of
mankind are as great adepts in this art
as the pretended gentleman. And as to
the tendency which profane ſwearing
has to introduce perjury, and otherwiſe
injure the interests of ſociety, it is thus
eXpreſſed by alively Writer: " If the
devil himſelf was to study and contrive
a way for the diſarming of mankind of
that natural reverence and veneration
they have for oath=, and bringing them.
without much ſcruple of conſcience to
ſwear any thing, at any time, whether
true or falſe, as their own interests might
tempt them to it

,

he could not pitch
upon a more effectual one than this,
to make oaths familiar to them upon
all occaſions, and to bring them into
customary uſe in ordinary converſation.
That man, who can ſwear an hundred'
times aſ
ſ

day, when there is no reaſon
for it
, I cannot imagine what regard
he can have for an oath, when heis call
ed-upon to give it

,

where there is reaſon."
Warts/In', J'tme 3, 1790.

uo-QOS-o
Effitj an tbe institan q

ſ

rch'gic't in ci-vil
ſhriegy. By tlve re-v. 'Momm Rceſe, A.
M. pastor of the prq/bjterian church
at Salrm, S. C.-Written in 17815 .-*-ſſ
Page 48. NUMBER vzu.

H'RISTIANſTY not only gives
us the most noble and rational

repreſentation of that immenſe and un
utterable reward, which awaits good
men in the eternal world 3 b ſo ex.
hihits the most terrible and striking
picture of that puniſhment, which wiLi
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be inflicted on the wicked. The hea
then writers have been much more hap
py in their deſcription: of the latter than
the former. Their deep and diſmal
dungeons, dark and dreary caverns,
whirlpools of filth and torrents of fire
-'-their endleſs labours, racking wheels,
and tormenting ſuries, are no faint im

ages of terror, and bear a conſiderable
analogy to the ehriſtian notions on this

head. But what are theſe, when com

pared with the deſcriptious, which the

pen of inſpiration gives us of hell-the
ſeat of ent-aged justice and burning ven
geance-and of thoſe eternal pains,which
the enkindled wrath of the Almighty
inflicts upon the wretched ghosts,
who are condemned to thoſe gloomy
manſions ofendleſs horror and deſpair P
" The blackneſs oſ darkneſs forever
the worm that never dies, and the fire

that is not quenched-weeping, wailing,
and gnaſhing of teeth-fire, brimſtone,
and an horrible tempest l" what gloomy
and dreadful images are theſe! How aw
ſully grand and striking! How well ac
commodated to awaken our fears-to
deter us from evil-and stimulate us to
the practice of piety and virtue z with
out which we cannot expect to eſcape
the threatened puniſhment! whoever

will take the trouble to conſult the nu

merous paſſages of holy writ, where the
future puniſhment of the wicked is de
ſcribed, will perceiVe how well they are
ſuited to convey the most strong and

terrible lLlCRS of extreme unutterable
miſery. In all the heathen writings, we
cannot find ſuch awful and striking
pictures of the keen anguiſh, the un
ſprakable agony and horror of thoſe

guilty wretches, who " lie down in
ſorrow, and make their bed in hell."
Two oſ the greatest heathen poets have

tried their strength, and exerted the
whole force of their talent', in deſcrib
ing a future state. All thoſe great and
ſplendid images-all that rich and beau
tiful colouring, which the bold, glow

ing, and creative fancy of Homer, or
the fine, correct and copious imagina
tion of Virgil could bestow-have been
employed to heighten and emhelliſh the

ſubject. After all, I think every capa

Effizj on 'be i'yſwennqſnctgin. 77

ble and eandid 'judge will allow, that
their repreſentations are far from being
equal to thoſe oſ ſcripture, even in point
of ſublimity; not to mention other
things of much greater importance.
Hear what an eminent and judi.
cious prelate of the Engliſh church ſays
on this ſubject. Biſhop Tillotſon, after
having given a deſcription of the last
day from ſcripture, has the following
paſſage; " I appeal to any man, whe
ther this be nota repreſentation of things
very proper and ſuitable to that great
day, wherein he, who made the world,
ſhall come to judge it ? and whether the
wit of man ever deviſed any thing ſo
awful and ſo agreeable to the majesty
oſ God, and the ſolemn judgment of
the whole world ? T he deſcr ptions
which Virgil makes of the Elyſian fields,
and the infernal regions, how infinitely
do they fall ſhort of the majesty of the
holy ſcripture', and the deſcriptious
theremade of heaven. and hell, and of
the great and terrible day of the Lord!
ſo that in compariſon they are childiſh
and trifling. And yet, perhaps, he had
the most regular and mostgoverncd im

agination of any man that ever lived,
and obſerved the greatest decorum iu
his characters and deſcriptions." " But
who can declare the great things of
God, but he 'o whom God ſhall reveal
them?" -

Theſe few hints, concerning the
christian doctrines of a righteous j'udg
ment to come, and a future state oſ re
wards and puniſhments, may ſerve to
ſhe' of ho w much importance they are
to civil ſociety. He, who firmly believes
in a future judgment, and reflects with
any degree of ſeriouſneſs on the awful
ſolemnities of that great and terrible
day, when he must stand before an al

mighty and omniſcicnt judge, and give
an account of all his actions-zannot
but be influenced in ſome meaſure by
ſudi a belief. And the influence, which
ſuch a proſpect has upon the minds of
men, must be favourtble to civil go
vernment, by restraining their Paſſions,

all-bing licentiouſneſs, and deterring
them. from violence and injusticc.

Whp, that firmly believes, and ſeri.
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'ufly contemþ'lates the immenſe 'and
unſpeakable rewards which await the

righteous in a future life, can avoid be

ing allured to the purſuit of virtue?
who, that looks forward, and conſiders

the awſul doom of thoſe who petſist in
a courſe oſ vice and impiety, can, bold
ly and without remorſe, go on in the
ruad which leads to eternal iniſery*?" It is impoſſible" ſays an excellent
writer, " to bid defiance to 'eternal ru
in, without ſome refuge in imagina
tion-ſome preſumption of eſcape."
As long as men really believe, that there
is a just God, who will puniſh their
crimes in aſuture state, they will be
under ſome restrain't. They' ſeldom

give themſelves over to a life of avow
ed vice and immorality until they come
to doubt or diſbelieve this truth. Hence

it is, that they are obliged to take refuge
in infidelity, before they can wholly li
lence the clamou's of conſcience, and
ſin at eaſe. The christian doctrines of a
future judgment, oſ heavz-n, and of
hell, have a greater influence, even on
the most profligate, than, perhaps is

generally imagined: and if men were

NiTE
7' l have all along taken it for grant
ed, that thepuniſhments, which christi

anity holds up to the wicked in a fu
ture state, are eternal in the strict and

proper ſenſe. The contrary opinion 'is

embraced and propagated with much

zeal, by ſome preachers in Americu.

Leavingit to others, is, to defend thetruih
in this particular, it is to my purpoſe
only to obſerve, that the doctrine of
Univerſal final 'ſalvation for all men,
even the most wicked, tends to encou

rage imniorality, and conſequently is

pernicious to civil ſociety. 'l lie melt
ingenious advocates ofthis doctrine, tho'

they may deny, cannot obviate this odi
ous conſequence; which, were there no
other arguments, ought to convince eve

ry man, that their notions are falle and

dangerous. The propagatOrs of ſuch
poiſonous doctrines ought to be deſpiſed ,

'and treated with contempt by all the
iiends- of civil government, if from no
other, nt least from political rood Ves.

under no restraint fi'om this quarter,
we ſhould find them much mare diffi'
cult to govern than they are. Lord
Shaftclbur'y tells us, " that among the
vulgar, a heaven and a hell may prevail,
where a jail and a gallows are thought
inſufficicnt." And yet this is the man
who was for ſubstituting a ſine taste in
stead of religion, for the regulatiOn of
men's manners. If indeed this noble
author could-give all mcn a just taste,

it would he doing ſomething : but who
does not ſee, that this is impoſſible P

as one of his anſwerers well obſerves,
" he might as well think oſ' making
them all lords."
Lord Bolingbroke ſpeaks the ſame
language. He confeſſes in the most ample
manner, " that the doctrines of the im
mortair'y of the ſoul and a future state of
rewards and puniſhments, cannot fdl
to have a great effect on the manners
of men; that the belief of them tends
to enforce civil laws and restrain vice 5

"

and yet he strenuouſly endeavours to
overthrow thoſe doctrincs.

I have often wondered at the ahſur
dity of thoſe men, ' who glory in the
name of patriot, as theſe celebrated
writers certainly did; and yet make it

their buſineſs to ridicule religion and
weaken its obligations. They acknow
ledge, thnt it is a neceſſary restraint on
the manners of the multitude, and there
fore uſeſul to government; and. yet do
their utmost to bring it into contempt.

I know no better way to expoſe the in

conſistency of ſuch men, than by com
paring' them to an architect, who with
much ccst and labour raiſes and adorns
the ſupez'structure, while he is pulling
away the main pillars which ſupport the
fabric. Can that man be reckoned a

genuine lchr of his country, who en'
deavours to promote vicc, and corrupt
the moral: of the people? And I must
take the liberty to think, that this is

the caſe of all thoſe who propagnte in
fidelity-and, under the odious name'
of ſuperstition, endeavour 'to blacken
Christianity', nnd emdicate all ſenſe of
religion from the minds of men: If l

'riſt-eke not, we have ſome patriots oſ

tl is stamp Mnong out-ſalves, who,b'y their'
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contempt of all religion, their malici
ous ſneers, and fly inſimmtions, are con
tributng largely to the deſtruction of
their country-They may do many things *

laudable and beneſicial to the public : but

while they are raiſing up with one hand,

they are pulling down with the other.
They would reckon it an unpardonable
outrage for anyone even to inliuuate,that
they are not fast friends of govern
ment ; and yet make no ſcmple of ridi
culiug the most ſacned and important
truths ot'religion z and by their looſe,im

moral lives,aud the poiſon of their exam

ple, are ſlipping one oſ'he principal pil
lars, on which it reſte. Suppoſe ſome of
theſe zealous patriots ſhould be ſo ſucceſ

Ful as to prolelyte all the citizens of the u
nited states, and bani ſh all thoſe fables of
a heaven and hell from the minds of the
credulous multitude 5 I ſhould' be glad to .
know what they thinkwould he the conſe

quence.Would men become better mem

bers ol ſociety, iſ all the- ſentiments oſte
ligi0n,which, as a great politiciuffi" ob

ſerves, *' are,perhaps,the only motiveoſ

honeſty in the greatest part of mankind,"

were utter-lyaboliſhed? It hath been often'
obſerved, that theſe ſage unbelievers,wlio

think themſelves too knowing to be carr-i -

ed away with the religious tales of a ſu
ture state, are well enough pleaſed, that
the vulgar ſhould 'think there is ſome
truth in them. Nor do they think it
much amiſs, iſ their wives and daugh
ters have a ſmall ſpice of faith about
them. A female ſreethinker is an odi
ous character even among infidels.What

Can be the reaſon oſ this ? Is it not plain
that notwithstanding all their loud talk

against religion, they conſider it as one
oſtlie strongest ſences oſ virtue? iſ it
be ſo neceſſary in females, why not in
the other ſex? Have men no need of
this additional motive to a life of virtue
and probity? Or is it no detriment to
ſociety, for them to be falſe and faith
leſs, and indulge themſelves in the gra
tification of their irregular appetites ?*

I-
s

there a hell for women, but none for

men? If theſe gentlemen look upon the

N oT e ._

* Beccaria.
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doctrine of a future state, though falle,
to he uſeful in ſociety, where is their

civil prudence, when they are endea-*
vouring to turn it into ridicule, and
eraſe it from the minds of men ? ſup
poſe-them to be a ſet of refined ſpirits,
who have a just and noble taste, 'and
are capable of being enamoured with
virtue for her own ſake, and of ſhun
ning vice merely on account of its in
nate deſormity ; what is to be done with
the buik oſ mankind, who have no ſuch
taste-who purſue virtue chiefly ſor her
dower, and ſhun vice on account of
that future puniſhment 'which attends
it? what a deluge of lust, and fraud,
and violence,-would quickly overſpread
our country, were all thoſe brought to
be thorough-pacted infidels! in a word,
whatever regard theſe men may profeſs
to virtue, I can ſcarcely think them in
earnest, when they ridicule religion
in order to promote it.--This hy the
way.
To conclude, iſ the Elyſium and
Tartarus of the heathens, were oſ that
importance to ſocietx, which the anci
ent lawgivers and politicians ſuppoſed,
much moremuſi the Christian doctrines
of heaven and hell, which are ſounded
in truth, and free from all fiction and
fable. (To be continued. )

'

MÞ-OSO-Mh
Horrible barbarizy.

N the year 1767, the ſhips Indian
queen, duke oſ York, Nancy and

Concord of Bristol, the Edgar of Li
verþool, and the Canterbury of Lon
don,lay in Old Calabar river.
It happened, at this time, that a

quarrel ſubſisted between the principal
inhabitants of Old Town'and thoſe of.
New Town, Old Caiabar, which had
originated in a jealouſy reſpect-ing ſlaves.
The captain: of the veſſels now men
tioned,united in ſending ſeveral letters
to the inhabitants of Old Town, but
particularly to Ephraim Robin John,
who was at that time a grandee, and a

principal inhabitant of the place. The
univerſal tenor oſ theſe letters was, that
they were ſorry that any jealouſy or
- apart-el ſhould ſubſist between the tw'
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Remarks on capital punifhments are received and under confideration.

The extracts made by M. ſhall appear in due courfe.

Infance of torture in Scotland–account of the floating gardens in Mexico–

account of Locke’s plan of government for Carolina–in our next.

We are forry to be again obliged to defer the memoirs of dr. Franklin.

The remarks on American architećture–on Chefterfield’s letters—on the im

portance of the preſent era, &c. ſhall be inferted as foon as poffible. The future

correſpondence of the writer of thefe effays ſhall be regarded as a particular favour.

The copy of a letter written by dr. Franklin to a lady in France, was

miflaid—otherwife, it ſhould have been publiſhed immediately after it was received

–It has been fince found, and ſhall appear in our next number.

As the alteration in the time of publication, which, it was fuppoſed, would be

more agreeable to diſtant fubſcribers, without being at all inconvenient to thoſe

in the city and its vicinity, has been objećted to by many, the muſeum will in

future be publiſhed on the original plan, viz. on the firſt day of the month ſuc

ceeding that, of which it bears the name. -
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Eſſay on the influence of religion in civil

fociety. By the rev. Thomas Reefe,

A. M. paſtor of the preſbyterian

church at Salem in South Carolina.

Written anno 1785.–P. 79.

N UMBER VIII.

E now proceed, in the fecond

place, to treat of the worſhip

which chriftianity enjoins.

That worſhip which the chriſtian re

ligion requires, is pure, fimple, fpiritu

al, and perfectly conformable to the

nature of its objećt. God is a fpirit,

and therefore we are commanded to

“ worſhip himin ſpiritand in truth.” A

fupreme and unfeigned love—a fincere

and ardent gratitude–a folemn aweand

reverence–an humble confidence and

entire refignation to his will—are the

leading difpofitions he requires in his

worſhippers. The fupreme excellence of

his nature, the tranſcendent glory of his

attributes, which far furpafs the moſt

exalted conceptions of men and angels,

render him the proper objećt of our fu

preme love. His overflowing bounty,

the riches of his grace, the number

and greatnefs of his mercies, demand

eur higheft and warmeft gratitude.

His awful glory and tremendous ma

jefty call for holy fear and dread. His

power, wifdom, truth, and juſt ce,

fhould infpire us with confidence, and

lead us to acquieſce with abſolute fub

miſſion in all his righteous diſpenſa

tions. In the proper exercife of theſe

difpofitions, confifts that internal wor

ſhip which our religion enjoins. The

external part confifts in the outward

expreſſions of thefe inward difpofitions,

by fuch words, actions, and attitudes,

as are moſt proper to convey the fenti

ments of the heart. And our religion

teaches us, that thefe outward expref

fions are no further acceptable to the

Deity, than as they are connećted with,

and flow from,thofeinternal difpofitions

which he requires. To “ draw near to

God with our lips, when our hearts are

far from him,” is hypocritical and

odious in his fight. To exhibit outward

expreſſions of love, reverence, grati

tude, &c. where there is nothing of

thefe difpofitions at heart, is only a
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folemn farce–a piece of profane mock

ery; and, fo far from pleaſing God,

is an abomination to him. He requines

“ truth in the inward parts.” A pure,

fincere, humble, and upright heart is the

objećt of his highet approbation. If

this be wanting, nothing elfe can beac

ceptable. All the effential parts of chrif

tian worſhip are appointed by God

himſelf, who beſt knows what is agree

able to his own nature, and fuited to

our condition. They all tend to fuggeſt

fpiritual ideas, to detach the mind from

objećts of fenfe, and fix it on the im

portant realities of an invifible world.

The religious worſhip of a people,

eſpecially the public part of it, will al

ways have a confiderable influence on

their morals ; and this influence will be

good or bad, according to the nature of

their worſhip. Ifthat be pure, rational,

and agreeable to the nature of a holy

Being, it will lead to purity of morals,

and therefore promote the happinefs of

civil fociety. If the contrary, the effect

will be directly oppofite. In the public

werſhip, which genuine chriſtianity

prefcribes, every part is calculated to

inſpire us with an averfion from vice,

and a love of piety and virtue. Our

prayers, when affembled for public

worſhip, are a folemn addreſs to that

pure and immaculate Being, who is the

Author of life, and the fountain of all

our bleffings. In thefe we recognize

his glorious perfections, exprefs our

dependence on him, and return the tri

bute of our gratitude, for his great

and manifold mercies. Here we confefs

the evil of fin, plead for the pardon of

it, through the merits of a Redeemer,

and acknowledge the obligations we are

under, to renounce it, and live fober,

righteous, and godly lives. It is not

neceffary to take up the reader’s time,

in ſhewing how well fuited all thefe

things are to impreſs the heart with pi

ous fentiments, and fortify the mind

with freſh refolutions againſt whatever

is oppoſed to the natureof that holy Be

ing te whom our prayers are addreffed.

If this part of chriſtian worſhip be per

formed in a proper manner, it cannot

fail to have an influence on our moral
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temper and prastice, as favourable to fo

ciety as it is extenfive. To return to

thofe vicious praćtices, the criminal and

unreafonable nature of which we have

been juſt confeffing, and from which

we have been juſt praying to be deliver

ed, has fomething init very abfurd and

ſhocking to an ingenuous mind.

That part of our worſhip, which is

more particularly defigned to celebrate

the praiſes of our Creator, has the

fame moral tendency. In this the

charms of muſic and poetry are ad

ded to heighten our devotion–awaken

the ſoul–inflame the heart—and raife

our affećtions to that pitch of ardċur

and elevation, which is juftly due to

the objećt of our adoration. Our fongs

of praife are adapted to heighten our

conceptions, and give us the moſt ex

alted thoughts of God. The more our

views of the divine perfestions are en

larged, the more intenfely will the pure

flame of divine love burn in our hearts ;

and if it be true, that love affimilates to

the objećt beloved, the more we love,

the more we will reſemble the Deity.

The more we refemble him in his nºoral

attributes, the more we muft abhor fin,

that abominable thing which he hates.

The mọre deeply his image is engraved

on our hearts, the more we will be dif

poſed toimitate his infinitetenevolence;

and of conſequence, to promote the hap

pineſs of our fellow citizens, by the

fteady praćtice of every focial duty.

- As to thoſe grave religious difcour

:fes, which are delivered in our christian

affemblies, they are fo evidently calcu

lated to promote virtue, and combat

vize, that little need be faid concerning

them. While the miniſters of our reli

gion purſue the original deſign of their

institution, and live and preach as

chriftianity requires, their public in

stru&ions and folemn admonitions will

always tend to facilitate the defigns of

a wife and falutary policy. If they fol

low the example, and paya due regard

to the precepts, of their heavenly Maf.

ter, their diſcourfes muft neceſſarily be

adapted to make men wifer and better.

In thefe the pure and heavenly doc

trines of our religion are explained

and prefed, her precepts inculcated, and

her laws and fan&tions vindicated. Here

the eternal world is laid open, and all

the intereſting and important realities

of a future ſtate unfolded. Heaven and

hell, eternal happinefs and eternal mi

fery, with the grandeur and folemnity

of thoſe fcenes which bring on the gene

ral confummation, are held up to view.

The lovely and alluring forms of virtue

and religion—the guilt and deformity

of vice–the unfpeakable eternal feli

city which attends the one—and the e

verlafting mifery which is the confe

quence of the other, are fet before our

eyes. Such pićtures as thefe, executed -

by the bold and correct hand of a maf

ter,and exhibited in thoferich and ſtron

colourings, which the glowing pencil

of infpiration fupplies, muft have a

great influence on the morals of a

people. In the compafs of miture, there

are no other topics better adapted to

roufe and fix the attention of mem, to

feize the imagination, alarm the con

fcience, excite their hopes and fears,

and confequently to reclaim them from

vice and impiety, to the love and pracº

tice of univerfal righteoufhefs.

To what hath been faid, concerning

our religious worſhip, it may be proper

to add, that even the pofitive institu

tions of chriftianity, fo much derided by

infidels, are defigned and excellently

well fuited to promote purity of heart

and life. The rite of baptifm points

out the neceſſity of inward moral pu

rity, and lays us under an exprefs and

folemn obligation, to renounce the deeds

of darknefs, and confecrate ourfelveş

to the fervice of God, by a life of pi

ety and virtae. The eucharift is a

commemoration of the ftupendous

and unparalleled love of God in giving

his Son to redeem our finful race, to re

ftore us from the ruins of our fall, and

open the gates, of the heavenly paradife.

In this memorial of the fufferings and

death of our compaffionate Redeemer,

we have the moſt ſtriking diſplay of

the immaculate holinefs of God, and of

his infinite oppoſition to fin, which

required fo coſtly a facrifice. Here toe,

we oblige ourfelves in the moſt folem:
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and explicit manner, to depart from all

iniquity, and lead a holy life, by prac

tifing piety towards God, as well as

juſtice and charity towards our fellow

men. Pliny tells us, that the primitive

chriſtians uſed to meet together, and

bind themfelves by a folemn oath (fa

cramento) “ that they would not steal,

mor rob, mor be guilty of a breach of

faith.” This might have taught him, ,

that christianity was at leaft favourable

to morals, and ought to have fheathed

the perfecuting fword of civil govern

zment. What can be more proper than

this holy inſtitution, to keep alive a

fenfe of religion in the hearts of men ;

to root out from their minds all hatred

and malice ; and unite them in the bonds

of love and friendſhip ?

If an affećting view of the moſt af

toniſhing and ummerited love, exhibited

to our fenfes by the moſt apt and fig

nificant ſymbols, can excite our love—

if the richeft bleffings which heaven

could beſtow, can excite our gratitude–

furely this holy feaſt, upon the facrifice

of our Redeemer, muft have a powerful

influence upon our lives. If the moſt

folemn vows and oaths of fidelity to

the great Author of our falvation, have

any force to bind chriftians, the facred

engagements we come under, by taking

this facrament, muft be a ſtrong fecu

rity againſt the allurements of vice,

and a continual excitement to perfevere

in the paths of virtue. Thus every part

of chriſtian worſhip, as prefcribed by

its divine Author, leads to, and enforces

purity of manners, and ferves to re

ftrain men from thoſe vicious courfes,

which, in the natural ſtream of things,

tend to the deſtrućtion of civil govern

ment. Had we time to enter into a mi

nute comparifon of the chriſtian with

other religions, its fuperior excellence

in this reſpećt would appear in the

strongeſt light. It cannot be denied,

that the worſhip of thoſe heathen na

tions, which have been moſt renowned

for their civil policy, not only in many

inftances encouraged, but even confifted

in the groíleft immoralities. This

was the cafe among the Egyptians,

Greeks, and Romans. To fay mothing

Eſſay on the influence of religioa in civiljaciety. 1 2 3

of the human facrifices which they of

fered up to appeaſe their angry deities,

what were their myſteries, but myste

ries of iniquity ? In the celebration of

thefe, the fouleſt crimes were perpe

trated, and the moſt flagitious lufts in

dulged, under the covert of darkneſs.

Bacchus, Venus, and Cupid, were wor

ſhipped with the moſt impure and abo

minable rites. Female proſtitution, luft,

drunkennefs, and the wildeſt riot,

were not only concomitants, but effen

tial conſtituents of their worſhip. The

civil magiſtrates of Rome were fully

fenfible of the neceſſary tendency of

thefe enormities to corrupt the morals

of the people, and of the political evils

which flowed from thefe polluted four

ces. Accordingly, they endeavoured to

obviate them, by enačting fevere laws.

for the regulation of the myſteries :

but finding theſe infufficient, the orgia

were finally aboliſhed throughout Italy,

by a decree of the fenate, A. U. 568.

The Eleufinian myfteries, which were

reckoned more pure, continued till tha

reign of the emperor Theodofius the

great, and then underwent the fate of all

human inftitutions*.

NOTE.

* I am not ignorant, that fome chrif

tian writers have fuppoſed the heathea

myfteries, particularly the Eleufinian, to .

have been originally pure, and defigned

by the civil magiſtrate, to correćt the

pernicious influence of the commonly

received mythology om the morals of

the people. The fathers condemn thesi

as impure and immoral in their origi

mal institution ; and infift much on the

fhocking enormities praćtifed in them,

under the veil of night. Le Clerc is,

I believe, the only author, who, contra

ry to all evidence from antiquity, and

for no other reafon, that I can lee, but

to gratify his ſpleen againſt the fathers,

contends that they neverwere corrupted

at all. Whatever was the original ſtate

of the myſteries, it is enough for me,

that in time they became fuch as they

are repreſented above. This is abund

antly evident from the heathen writers

themfelves, who complain of thşir cor
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I do not wiſh to enlarge, by enquir

ing into the nature and tendency of

the various kinds of religious worſhip,

which are, or have been uſed in the

world ; and therefore ſhall conclude by

obferving, that they all fall fhort of

tke chriftian, in their tendency to

promote purity of morals, and confe

quently cannot be of equal utility to

civil government.

(To be continued.)
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Eſſay on population. From the Repoſitory,

a London periodical publication, of

1788.* -

MPORTANT incidents, when

they occur but feldom, produce an

eager fearch after principles and analo

gies to explain the rare phenomena :

but, where they are feen often, fuch is

the influence of cuſtom in quieting our

attentien, that we frequently forget ei

ther to notice the faćts, or to inveſtigate

their cauſes. It was at all times eaſy

to attain a knowledge of the ruling

principles of national population. When

parents had imparted life to their off

fpring, food, alone, it was evident, could

fuſtain that life; and it was fcarcely lefs

evident, that a facility of procuring

fubfiftence muſt naturally not only in

creafe the number of marriages, but

likewife the iffue proceeding from them.

The tardy reception of theſe truths has

probably been increafed by the appre

henfion, that it was derogatory to the

human race, to prove it dependent,

like the lower claffes of creation, upom

incidental circumftances. The fignal in

ftance of the American colonies has,

however, produced fuch overwhelming

evidence, that mankind, like plants and

NoT E s.

ruption; and is acknowledged by thofe

chriftians, who, contrary to the fathers,

have a favourable opinion of them in

ther firft inſtitution. Le Clerc, if indeed

he deferve the name of a chriftian, muft

ftill be excepted.

* For a former effay on this fubje&t,

extraćted from the fame work, fee the

7th volume of the Muſeum, page 87.

animals, flućtuate in number according

to fituation, that the molt ſtubborn

and fupine muft neceſſarily be impreſſed

by it.

Having, in a former paper, difcuffed

the primary principles of population, I

now proceed to examine, and to exem

plify, the comparative rate of popula

tion in old and new countries.

I ſhall commence the fecond braneh

of my enquiry by felećting fome paf

fages from Smith's Wealth of Nations ;

mot that this writer is the firſt who has

touched upon the fubjećt, but he has

very minutely comprehended the chief

parts of it. His remarks will be

ftrengthened by others, and the whole

be followed by proper comments, in

which will befupplied whatever appears

to have been left imperfećt.

* The colony (fays this able writer)

of a civilized nation, which takes pof

feffion of a wafte country, or of one foi

thinly inhabited, that the natives eafily

give place to the new fettlers, advances

more rapidly to wealth and greatnefs,

than any other human fociety. The

coloniſts carry out with them a know

ledge of agriculture and of other uſeful

arts, fuperior to what can grow up of

its own accord, in the courfe of many

centuries, among favage and barbarous

nations. They carry out with them too,

the habit of fubordination, fome motion

of regular government, of the fyftem

of laws which fupport it, and of a re

gular adminiſtration of juſtice.” “Eve

ry coloniſt gets more land than he

can poſſibly cultivate. Having no rent

and fcarce any taxes to pay, he has

every motive to render as great as poffi

ble, a produce which is thus to be al

moſt entirely his own. “ But his land

is commonly fo extenfive, that with all

his own induſtry, and with all the in

duftry of other people whom he can get

to employ, he can feldom make it pro

duce the tenth part of what it is capable

of producing. He is eager, therefore,

to collećt labourers from all quarters,

and to reward them with the moſt liberal

wages ; which, though very high, con

fidered as the wages of labour, are very

low, confidered as the price of what is
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By the Britiſh packet, arrived at New York, London papers have been receiv

ed, down to the fixth of October.–From a few of the lateſt, the following is

abſtraćted.

An engagement, between the Auftrians and Brabanters, ended with the lofs of

8ooo men to the latter. Congreſs appear far from being diſcouraged by this

check, and are determined to ſupport their caufe, to the laſt extremity.--This

account is dated, Bruffels, Oćtober 1.

The war, between Spain and the Barbary ſtates, has been begun by the can

nomading of Tangier, in the beginning of September,

After much warm debate, in the national affembly of France, on the 27th of

September, and much confufion, on the following day, it was decreed,—(513 to

427)—that

The debt, immediately due from the ſtate, as well as that of the late clergy,

fhall be paid, in the order hereafter to be regulated, in affignats current, without

intereft. There ſhall not be more than 12,ooo millions of livres, in affignats, in

circulation at the fame time, including the 4oo millions already decreed. The

affignats, as they ſhalt be returned into the treafury, ſhall be burned ; and a new

emiffion of them íhall not be made, without a decree from the national affembly :

and this ſhall always be made on condition, that they do not exceed the value of

the național domains, nor be above 12,ooo millions at the fame time,
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justiy values herfelf, to one of the beft

of men, and, perhaps, the moſt deferv

ing of huſbands.

-<S>@><li>

Eſſay on the influence of religion on civil

Jociety. By Thomas Reefe, A. M.

perfor of the preſbyterian church at

Salem, in South Carolina. Written

anno 1785.-P. 124.

GREEABLY to the order pre

fcribed, we come now in the third

place to fpeak of the precepts which

chriftianity inculcates.

Whatever objećtions have been made

by deifts, againſt the doćtrines and

worſhip of chriſtianity, the moſt fenfi

ble and ingenious of them have very

little to urge againſt its moral precepts.

Or a careful and candid examination,

they are found fo cºnformable to the

great principles of natural religion, that

thofe, who have not renounced all re

ligion, both natural and revealed, are

conftrained to acknowledge their excel

lence. Reaſon and experience, both,

ferve to convince us, that the ſtrićt ob

fervance of them tends to exalt our

natures, and promote our happineſs,

in the preſent life. All, who are mot

blind to the beauty and utility of vir

tue, and its tendency to promote the

happineſs of fociety, must acknowledge

the importance of chriſtian morality.

If we a little confider the feveral duties,

which chriſtianity enjoins upon us, as

focial creatures, we will immediately fee,

how exactly its precepts fall in with the

ends of government, and how well they

are fnited to go-operate with, and facili

tate the execution ofwife and wholefome

laws. “ The morality of the goſpel,”

faid the dying Montefquieu, “ is a moſt

excellent thing, and the moſt valuable

preſent, that could poſſibly have been

received by man, from his creator.”

If it ſhould be faid, that thofe duties,

which we owe to each other in the fo

cial ftate, are dićtated by reafon, and

fo a part of matural religion ; and that

chriftianity is therefore of little confe

quence in this reſpect—I will not now

diſpute the fa&t, but muſt take the li

berty to deny the confequence, Though

it ſhould be granted, that chriftianity

neither enjoins nor forbids any thing

in moral praćtice, which natural reli

gion does not enjoin or forbid, it will

not hence follow, that chriftianity is

ufeleſs. Thofe moral duties, which our

religion inculcates, are indeed agreeable

to reafon, and appear to have a fitnefs

and propriety in them ; and, on this

account may be reckoned a part of na

tural religion. But who will dare to af

firm, that the whole fyſtem of what we

call natural religion, could be reafoned

out by the moſt emlightened of mortals,

without any affiſtance from divine reve

lation ? And even fuppofing this were

poffible, there is no ground to believe,

that men in general could make the

diſcovery in this way; or if they could,

there is not the leaft probability that

they would, confidering their negli

gence and inattention to fuch things.

Many amongſt us are ignorant of fome

very important duties of natural religi

on, though revealed to them, and re

peatedly inculcated upon then in their

bibles. What muft we them fuppofe

would be the cafe, if they were left to

inveſtigate thefe duties by an intricate

chain of reaſoning ?

It ought alſo to be confidered, that

chriftianity is a very important con

firmation of natural religion. Here the

conclufions of reafon are corroborated,

and rendered more certain, by ad

ditional «vidence of divine teſtimony.

Thoſe miracles and prophecies, which

which were defigned as a proof of the

chriſtian diſpenſation, are alſo a proof of

the truth of natural religion. Thus the

dićtates of matural light are ratified—if

I may fo exprefs it—by the ſtamp of

divine authority, and their truth pro

claimed by a voice from heaven. Hence

we fee, that the chriſtian ſyftem of mo

rals is to be confidered, not barely as

the dedu&tions of reafon, but the deduc

tions of reafon confirmed by an exprefs

revelation from God himſelf, and incul

cated by his authoritative command; and

therefore ought to have greater weight

with us, tham the mere concluſions of fal

lible reafon. Suppofe a man able to de

monſtrate (which Ifuppofe may be done,
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though perhaps by few)that it is his duty

to love his enemies–would he not rec

kon it a great confirmation of his conclu

fion, if, at the end of his demonſtration,

he ſhould diſcover, that this duty was ex

prefsly revealed, and prerenptorily com

manded,by God himſelf?Would nothis

reafonings be much more fatisfaċtory to

himſelf, and more likely to influence

his praćtice ? It hath been often urged,

and therefore we ſhall not here infift

upon it, that the moſt enlightened of

the heathens were much in the dark, with

refpećt to many of thoſe moral duties,the

reafonablenefs and propriety of which

are evident to thofe inſtrućted by chrif

tianity. And it is worthy of remark,

that thoſe very heathens were, perhaps,

more indebted to divine revelation, than

fome of its enemies are willing to admit.

VWere this a proper place to enter into

fuch a fubjećt, it might be made more

than probable, that, had they been left

to mere reafon and the light of nature,

their morals would have been much

more deficient. But our profeffed de

fign will not allow us to enlarge upon

thefe things. The few hints thrown out

may fuffice to ſhow, that it does not in

the leaft derogate from the importance

of chriftianity, in the view we are now

confidering it, that its moral precepts

coincide with the great code of nature's

laws. On the contrary, when theſe pre

cepts, thus conformable to the light of

nature, are confirmed by the authority

of heaven, urged upon us by our right

ful fovereign, and enforced by the moſt

exprefs and awful fanćtions, it is rea

fonable to conclude, that they will have

a much greater influence on our prac

tice, than if they were the fole refult of

reafon, which, all know, is liable to

GIT,

It may perhaps be expected, that, in

treating this part of my ſubjećt, I ſhould

draw a comparifon between chriſtian

and heathen morality ; but as this has

beem often done, and the fuperior excel

lence of chriſtian morals fully ſhown, I

fhall content myſelf with treating fome

of thoſe moral precepts of chriſtianity,

which appear to have the meſt direćt in

stuence on fociety. Some occaſional re

Effay on the influence of religion. 21 1

marks, concerning the errors and defici

encies of the heathen moraliſts, will ma

turally fall in, as we pafs along.

1. That benevolent difpofition, which -

chriftianity requires, has a direćt ten

dency to promote the peace and happi

nefs of men in a ſtate of fociety.

Chriſtianity is, beyond comparifon,

the pureft and moſt extenfive ſyſtem of

benevolence, that has ever been pub

liſhed to the world. It every where

breathes the fpirit of love, and incul

cates the laws of kindnefs and humani

ty. That good will towards men,

which it requires, is univerfal, and em

braces the whole human race. It is mot

confined to the narrow circle of friends

and relations, but extends even to ene

mies. The precept of our faviour,

which requires us to love, do good to,

and pray for our enemies, is peculiar to

chriftianity ; at leaft we do not find it

fo expreſsly taught, and particularly en

forced, by any other religion. The

Jews entertained an implacable hatred

againſt all thofe, who were not of their

own mation and religion. Their male

volence, to all but their own brethren,

was fo remarkable, that the heathens

have taken notice of it. “ Their fide

lity,” ſays Tacitus, “ is inviolable, and

their pity ready towards each other; but

to all others they bear a mortal hatred.”

The apoſtle Paul, a more impartial

judge, gives them the fame charaćter.

“They pleaſe mot God, and are contra

ry to all men.” They even thought

themfelves at liberty to indulge their

malice againſt private enemies of their

own nation. Though the precepts of

their law, rightly underſtood, were far

from allowing fuch a malevolent diſpo

fition, it is certain, that, by their corrupt

interpretations, they drew this infer

ence from them. And it muſt be con

felfed, that the god-like duty of lov

ing our enemies, was not fo clearly re

vealed and fo exprefsly inculcated, un

der the Jewiſh, as under the chriſtian

difpenfation. Here we have it enforced

by the nobleft of all confiderations,

namely, the reſemblance it gives us to

the deity, who indiſcriminately ſhow

ors down the common bleflings of his



222 S E L E C T E D P R O 8 E, [November,

providence, both on his friends and on

his enemies.

The bloody and vindićtive ſpirit of

the Mahom etan religion is well known.

Grotius has emphatically charaćterized

it in a few words : “ Mahometis reli

gio in armis nata, nihil ſpirat nifi arma,

armis propagatur.” “ The religion of

Mahomet originated in arms, breathes

nothing but arms, is propagated by

arms.” The civil institutions of the

Greeks, particularly thofe of Sparta,

were principally directed to war. Con

queſt, rapine, blood-fhed, triumph,

were their chief aim. To rob and plum

der their neighbours was fo far from

being reckoned infamous among them,

that they gloried in it. And it is wor

thy of obſervation, that thefe inſtituti

ons were admired by their philoſophers,

and approved by their oracles. Arif

totle is not afhamed to affirm, “ That

war with barbariams is natural.” The

Romans were little better than the rob

bers and butchers of the world. Their

fame, wealth, power, and grandeur, a

roſe principally from the conqueſt and

fpoils of thoſe, whom they made or

found their enemies. They were fo

infamous for their unjuft wars and pub

lic robberies, that Cicero himſelf fcru

ples not to declare, “ That if every one

had his own, they muſt return to their

old cottages.” In a word, the many

instances of flagrant injuſtice and cru

elty, publicly approved both by the

Greeks and Romans, ſhow, that they

had fcarcely any idea of that univerial

benevolence, that humane, gentle and

peaceable difpofition, which the precepts

of our religion fo trongly recommend

and enforce". War was their trade,

N O T E.

* It muft be confeffed, that chriftiam

nations have, in many inſtances, ſhown

too little regard to the ſpirit of their re

ligion, in the wars they have commen

ced and carried on. They have often

been cruel and unjuft, contrary to that

humane and peaceable difpofition en

joined by the goſpel. It cannot, how

ever, be demied, that chriſtianity has had

a confiderable influence on men, and

laid them under great reſtraints in this

reſpect. The hiſtory of Europs evi

and their religion reftrained them frona

nothing, which they imagined naight ex

tend their empire and increaſe their

power. . -

Some of the heathem moraliſts have

told us, that faith is to be kept vvith an

enemy ; and that injuries ſhould be for

given, on the repentance and acknow

ledgment of the offender; but I do not

recollećt that one of them, before the

chriftian æra, requires men to love thoſe

who are in a ſtate of aċtual enmity with

them. To do good to fuch, to pray for

them, and promote their happinefs, is a

pitch of philanthropy, to which chrif

tianity alone teaches us to aſpire. How

much fuch a difpofition tends to the

peace and happinefs of men in the foci

al ſtate, is obvious at firſt view. Love

is the great cement of fociety, and a

principal bond of union among its mem

bers. As malice, hatred, envy, and all

the inimical paffions, naturally tend to

difunite men, and deſtroy that concord,

which is the greateſt ſtrength and fecu

rity of government ; fo mutual love

fweetly and powerfully attraćis and

binds them to each other. He who

loves his neighbour as himſelf, and fin

cerely defires his happinefs, needs no

other motive, to excite him to the moſt

exaćt and careful performance of all

the focial duties. A heart overflow

ing with benevolence to our fellow

men, will be a more powerful reſtraint

from injury, and a ſtronger excite

ment to beneficence, than all the ter

ror of civil laws. The noble and ge

nerous principle will operate uniform

ly and efficaciouſly; and by an in

ternal ſecret impulſe, direct and ſpur

us on to a careful obſervance of all

the laws of kindnefs and humanity.

Prompted by an ardent wiſh to pro

N O T E•

dently ſhows how much it tends to check

the ferocity and foften the rugged man

mers of thofe nations who embrace it.

If I miſtake not, it produced a remark

able change on the Roman empire. We

do not find the fame cruel and fanguin

ary difpofition prevailing, after it be

came chriftian. War is divefted of half

its horrors, by the mild and gentle ſpi

rit of chriftianity,
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mote the happinefs of all around us,

we will perform every kind office, with

a pleaſure and facility, unknown to a

marrow and felfifh mind. We will

often forget or over-look our own in

tereſt, to oblige a friend, to vindicate

the innocent, relieve the diſtrefied, and

fuccour the miferable. He who is

conformed to the temper, governed by

the precepts, and influenced by the ex

ample of the benevolent Jeſus, will,

like the good Samaritan, pour balm

even into the wounds of an enemy ;

will feed him when hungry, clothe hin

when maked, return him good for evil,

and bleffing for curfing. In a word,

that unbounded benevolence, which

chriſtianity requires, neceſſarily leads

to the performance of all the duties

ef charity, hoſpitality, gratitude, iner

cy and compaffion, which, we have

ſhown, human laws cannot enforce,

and which are nevertheleſs neceffary

to the peace and happinefs of civil go

vernment. (To be continued.)

-<s><SS><S>

The origin of deſpair.

A P P I NE S S depends upon

the gratification of our defires

and paffions. The happinefs of Titus

arofe from indulging a beneficent tem

per : Epaminondas reaped enjoyment

from the love of his country. The love

of fame was the fource of Cæfar's feli

city; and the gratification of groveling

appetites gave delight to Vitellius. It has

alſo been ebferved, that fome one paffion

generally affumes a pre-eminence in the

mind, and not only predominates over

other appetites and defires, but contends

with reafon, and is often vićłorious. In

proportion as one paffion gains ſtrength,

the reſt languiſh and are enfeebled.

They are feldom exercifed; their gra

tifications yield tranfient pleaſure, be

come of flight importance, are difpirit

ed and decay : thus our happinefs is

attached to one ruling and ardent paf

fion ; but our reafonings, concerning

future events, are weak and ſhort-fight

ed. We form fchemes of felicity that

never can be realized—we cherifh affec

gion, that can never be gratified.

Origin of defþair. 22 g

If, therefore, the difappointed paffion

has been long encouraged—if the gay

vifions of hope and imagination have

long adminiſtered to its violence—if it

is confirmed by habit, in the temper

and conſtitution—if it has fuperfeded

the operation of other aĉtive principles,

and fo enervated their ftrength—its dif

appointment will be embittered : and

forrow, prevented by no other paffion,

will prey, unabating, on the defolate,

abandoned ſpirits. We may alſo ob

ferve, that none are more liable to af

flictions of this fort, than thoſe, to

whom nature has given extreme fenfi

bility. Alive to every impreſſion, their

feelings are exquifite; they are eager in

every purfuit ; their imaginations are

vigorous, and well-adapted to fire them.

They live, for a time, in a ſtate of an

archy, expoſed to the inroads of every

paffion ; and, though poffeffed of fingu

lar abilities, their condućt will be ca

pricious. Glowing with the warmest af

fećtions, open, generous, and candid,

yet prome to inconſtancy, they are in

capable of lafting friendſhip. At length,

by force of repeated indulgence, fome

one paffion becomes habitual, occupies

the heart, feizes the underſtanding, and

impatient of refiftence, or controul,

weakens or extirpates every oppofing

principle : diſappointment enfues ; no

paffion remains, to administer comfort;

and the original fenfibility, which

prompted this difpofition, will render

the mind more fuſceptible of anguiſh,

and yield it a prey to deſpondency. We

ought, therefore, to beware of limiting

our felicity to the gratification of any

individual paffion. Nature, ever wife

and provident, has endowed us with

capacities for various pleaſures, and has

opened to us many fountains of happi

nefs ;—let no tyrannous paffion, let no

rigid doctrine deter thee;–drink of the

streams, be moderate, and be grateful.

-S<S><S>

Eulogy on early rifing.

F the praćtice of rifing betimes can

be proved to be univerfally bene

ficial to mankind ;—if it can be ſhown

to have boen always mentioned with the
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IF the writer of the reply to the remarks of Columbianus will allow us te

foften a little of the afperity of his effay, it ſhall appear in our next number.

Thoughts on the eſtabliſhment of academies in Pennſylvania, by Regulus, are

under confideration.

A. B. is informed that the whole of the constitutions of the united ftates will

be completed in the ninth volume of the muſeum, which will be concluded in

June next.

T. C.’s poetry is too incorreĉt for publication.

I have feen and I have not feen, by gov. Livingſton, fhall appear in our next.
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Eſſay on the influence of religion in civil

Jociety. By the rev. Thomas Reefe,

A. M. pastor of the preſbyterian

church at Salem in South Carolina.

–Written anno 1785.—Page 233.

N U M B E R. X.

HRISTIANITY not only en

La joins meekneſs and benevolenee,

but exprefsly condemns a contrary dif

pofition. A malicious and vindićtive

temper is direćtly oppofite to the pre

cepts of the goſpel. Hear the apoftle

Paul on this ſubjećt, “ Dearly beloved,

avenge not yourfelves; but rather give

place unto wrath; for it is written,

* Vengeance is mine; I will repay, faith

the Lord.” Therefore, if thine enemy

hunger, feed him ; if he thirft, give him

drink : for in fo doing, thou ſhalt heap

coals of fire upon his head*.” This

is perfectly confiſtent with the precepts

and example of his meek and heavenly

maſter, who teaches us to expect for

givenefs, only on condition that we for

give others. “ But if you do not for

give, neither wili your Father, who is

in heaven, forgive your trefpaſſes.”

The fame precept and example is illuf

trated and enforced, with incomparable

ftrength and beauty, in the parable of

the debtors and creditors, Mat. xviii.

from the 23d verfe, to the cloſe.

The Jewiſh doĉtors, by ſtraining the

law of retaliation for perſonal injuries

beyond its original defig", gave too

much countenance to private revenge.

They enjoined it on men, as their duty,

to infilt upon retaliation ; and even

went fo far as to pronounce it lawful,

in many cafes, for the injured perfon

to avenge himſelf, provided his revenge

did not exceed the due meaſure. This

was an evident abufe of the law, which

only empowered the judges to give

“ an eye for an eye, er a tooth for a

tooth,” if the injured party demanded

it, and would not be fatisfied with a

NOT E •

* I. E. melt and foften him by the

warmth of your charity, as the hardelt

and moſt ſtubborn metals are melted

and foftened by the heat of additional

goals heaped on thern in the furnace.

W9L. VIII, NO. VI.

Effay on the influence ºf religion in civil /bciety. 265

pecuniary compenfation. Our Saviour

teaches a more excellent morality, and

a more heroic pitch of meeknefs and

patience. “ Ye have heard, that it.

has been faid, “ an eye for an eye, and

a tooth for a tooth;' but I fay unte

you, that you refift not evil : but who

foever ſhall fmite thee on the right cheek,

turn to him the other alſo : and if any

man will fue thee at law, and taks

away thy coat, let him have thy cloak

alſo.” Here our Saviour not only con

demns the corrupt gloffes of the Jewiſh

doćtors; but, as is plain from the ge

neral train of his language, forbids,

chriftians fome things, which were per-,

mitted to the Jews, under a more im

perfect difpentatiọnt. He does not allow

his followers to infifi upon retaliation

for leffer inuries, and condemns that

litigious temper, which urges men,

to feek redrefs by law for every trifling

offence; teaching us rather to relinquiſh,

part of our right, and bear with a ſmall

degree of injury, than violently to pro

fecute the offen der. - |

It is mot eaſy to determine, what was,

the prevaling opiniºn of the heathen

philoſophers and moraliſts, on this fub

jećt. Some of them approve of revenge,

others condemn itţ. In this, as well

as in moſt other points of morality,

they were much divided, and advanced

fentiments repugnant to each other.

How well foever fome of them may have

NOT E3,

† Vide Tertull. Chryſoft. and Whit.

by in loc.

† Socrates, Plato, Maximus, Tyrius,,

Seneca, and fome others, of lefs note,

condemn revenge; particularly the last,

who feems to have had the fulleft and

cleareft notions on this fubjećt, for

which he was perhaps indebted to chrif

tianity. Ariſtotle is plainly on the other

fide, and Tully, as is uſual with him,

wavers. In his offices and his oration

for Marcellus, he ſpeaks much in fa

vour of clemency and a mild forgiving

ſpirit; but in one of his epiſtles to At

ticus, he thus lays open his heart :

** Odi hominem, et odero : utinam ui

cifci postem.”

:
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fpoken on this fubje&t, it is plain, that

our duty, in this reſpect, is pointed out

by Chriſt and his apoſtles, with much

greater clearnefs and precifion, and en

forced with an energy and authority,

much better adapted to influence the

minds of men, than in any of their wri

tings. How favourable this influence

is to civil fociety, and how commodi

ouſly it falls in with the intention of

human laws, will appear from the fol

lowing confiderations.

· Private revenge is utterly repugnant

to the principles, and direćtly oppofite

to the nature and end of civil fociety ;

and therefore condemned by the laws

of all wifely conſtituted and well regu

lated governments". No man, in a

NOTE.

* The judgment of zeal among the

Jews, and the law reſpećting the aven

ger of blood, may perhaps be reckoned

exceptions. As to the firſt, I am clear,

it was not founded on fcripture, in

that latitude the Jews fuppoſed. This,

I think, muſt be evident to any one,

who reads the account of it in Philo

and Joſephus. To what execrable pur

poſes it was « pplied, appears plainly

from the many attempts made om the life

of our Saviour, the ftoning of Stephen,

and the diabolical conſpiracy againſt

the apostle Paul; for in theſe, and in

many other instances, which might be

mentioned, it appears to me molt pro

bable, that they proceeded under this

pretence. The law concerning apof

tates to idolatry, which, the Jews tell

us, was firſt executed by Phineas, gave

rife to the judgment of zeal. But it

cannot be made appear from that law,

as it lies in ſcripture, that even idola

tors were to be put to death without a

previous trial : an enquiry was to be

inftituted, and witneffes fummoned.

The caſe of Phineas was extraordinary ;

and whatever opinion we form of it,

could not have been defigned by God, to

authorize every Jew to put to death,

without delay, or any form of legal

proceſs, thoſe who did or faid any thing

difhonourable to his religion. As to

the Jewiſh law, which permitted a re

ftate of civil fociety, is left at liberty

to retaliate an injury, or take - fatisfac

tion of an offender, with his own hand

and in a private way. In a well regula

ted government, the power of judging

and puniſhing, in our own cafe, is ta

ken from us. Laws are framed, to de

termine the crimiaality of injuries done

by one individual to another, and te

fix the kind of puniſhment to be in

flićted. Thefe laws are put into the

hands of perfons fuppoſed to be indif

ferent, to be carried into execution : and

to theſe we are to appeal for redreſs of

injuries. According to the principles

of civil fociety, therefore, it is criminal

to take the punifhment of an offender

into our own hands, though we be ne

ver fo much wronged. The wifdom

NOTE •

lation te take vengeance on a manſlay

er, it was greatly moderated, and the

fanguinary effećts of it guarded againft,

by the afylums appointed for fuch as

had been guilty of accidental homi

cide; for the avenger of blood was

not at liberty to attack the homicide

in his famćtuary. The defign of it,

was not ts encourage men in a vindic

tive temper—but to inípire them with

a horror of bloodſhed; for by the riſk,

which they ran from the relations of

the flain, and the hardſhip of confine- .

ment in the city of refuge, even when

innocent, they were taught to be cau

tious, in avoiding every thing, that

might endanger the life of a fellow

citizen. However, if any ene think

this an exception to the above general

affertion, I will not obſtinately contend

the matter here; for I am ready to al

low, there are fome exceptions. The

laws of Sparta gave the ephori the

right of putting perfons to death

without a trial. By a law of Solon, a

huſband who caught his wife in adul

tery, was at liberty to flay the adul

terer on the ſpot. In fome govern

ments, maſters and parents have been

allowed the power of life and death,

over their flaves and children. But

whether thefe laws were wife and falu

tary, in any government, is a mattº I
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and neceſſity of this plan are obvious.

One principal reafon, why men cannot

- fubfift in a ſtate of nature, is their pro

penfity too highly to refent, and too fe

verely to puniſh, every real or imagi

nary injury. Men are very improper

judges in their own cafe. That pride,

that felfiſhnefs, and falfe opinion of

their importance, which is natural to

them, render them wholly unfit to de

termine the real demerit of injuries

done to themfelves. It is fcarcely pof

fible for any man, entirely to diveſt

himſelf of all partiality, in a cafe,

where he is nearly concerned. Men of

the moſt fair and upright minds are ge

nerally prejudiced in favour of their

own relations and connexions : much

more, then, muft they be partial to

themfelves ; and this partiality utterly

difqualifies them from being proper

judges, where they are parties.–

Hence we fee the impropriety of allow

ing men, in a ſtate of civil fociety, to

judge in their own cafe, and retaliate

as they may think proper. This is the

bufinefs of the common judge, confti

tuted by fociety, and to be done agree

ably to certain fixed laws, framed by

NOTE.

very much doubt. They are, I think,

reprobated by all chriſtian ſtates.

To prevent objećtions, I would fur

ther obferve on this fubjećt, that there

are fome extraordinary cafes, in which

the laws of England admit an extra-ju

dicial remedy, and allow a redrefs of

injury by the mere aćt of the party in

jured. Among thefe judge Blackftone

reckoms felf, defence, recaption, abate

ment of muifances, diſtrefs for rent, and

eattle damagefeafant, with fome others.

The firſt of thefe is for the prevention,

rather than redreſs, of wrong : for if

the defender go further, than is necef

fary for defence and prevention, the law

confiders him as an aggreffor. The laft

is not fo properly redreſs, as the means

of obtaining redrefs in a legal way;

unleſs it be where the diſtrefs is retain

ed for compelling fatisfaćtion. Recap

tion indeed is, in a proper fenfe, redrefs;

and removal of nuifances ſeems defign

*----- «--- «-» , «...«...»

Eſſay on the influence ofreligion in civil/sciety.

3. 3 * * *

common confent, for the redreſs of in

juries. To this judge, and to theſe

laws, we muft appeal, when we are in

jured. He,therefore,who takes upon him

to retaliate an injury, as he thinks fit,

and to puniſh the offender, without

fuch appal, is guilty of an outrage on

civil government, and ſtands condem

ned by the laws of fociety. The reader

will pleaſe to obferve, that we here ſpeak

of fuch injuries, and a&ts of revenge,

as human laws can conveniently take

notice of and puniſh ; for there are in

numerable infiances of both, which ci

vil fociety, from its natural imperfec

tion, is obliged wholly to overlook.

And in all fuch instances, men are un

der no reſtraint at all from civil laws,

as will be ſhown hereafter.

A little attention to theſe obſervations

may lead us to fee, how well fuited the

above-mentioned precepts ofchristianity

are, to co-operate with civil laws, and

fecure the peace and happineſs of civil

fociety. Our religion not only con

demns all overt aćts of revenge, but

alfo prohibits that vindictive ſpirit,

from which they flow. It ſtrikes at

the very root of all thoſe evils, which

fpring from the malignant paffions, the

NOTE.

ed both for redrefs and prevention.

Yet, even in thefe, the perfons aggriev

ed aćt under the reftraint and direćtion

of law. Recaption muft be without

force or terror : nuifances muſt be re

moved peaceably, and without any riot.

But notwithſtanding thefe and forme

other inſtances, in which, on account

of fome peculiar circumftances, a well

regulated fociety may permit a kind of

extra-judicial redreſs, I have not fcru

pled to affirm in general, that in a ſtate

of civil fociety, men are not at liberty

to minifter redrefs to themfelves ; and

I have infifted the more largely on this,

becaufe, fince the clofe of the war, I

find many of my countrymen too

much diſpoſed to take the puniſhment

of offenders into their own hands

–a mode of proceeding, which dire&R

ly tends to difolve our government,

and reduce us to a state of nature.

* - *:r- • * - *:
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sterce cºntentions and mutual injuries,

which are ſo deſtrućtive to our well

being in the focial ft te. It forbids all

thote acts of revenge, which are the

proper objećts of human laws, and

thus affords the n that affitance which

they fo much need. It goes further,

and exerts i s gentle influence, in re

straining men from innumerable in

fiances of revenge, which civil laws

cannot each, and therefore overlook.

Mea of a revengefui and malicious

difpolition may find a thouſand ways,

to gratify their refentinent, and ruin

their neighbours, without the leaft dan

ger of puniſhment from human laws.

An innocent man may be robbed of

his eſtate, and, what is i uch more va

luable, of his reputation, without being

able to obtain the leaft legal redrefs. In

a word, infinite miſchief may be done

to fociety, by deeds of revenge, which

the laws of man can neither take cog

nizance of, nor puniſh. But chriftia

mity forbids all fuch a&ts, condemns

the temper from which they arife, and

refers the punifhment of them to that

Almighty and Omnifcient Being, to

whom belongeth vengeance.

He who hath felt the power of reli

gion on his heart, and governs his life

and temper by the precepts of the gof

pel, carefully watches againſt every

emotion of revenge; much more, then,

will he guard againſt fuffering it to

break out in thoſe aćtions, which may

be injurious to his feliow-citizens, even

though he may have the proſpect of ef

saping with impunity from men. He

delights in the happinefs and profperi

ty, not in the pain and mifery, of o

thers; and feels himſelf conftrained, by

an obligation, more powerful than all

laws, to ſhun whatever may be hurtful

to his neighbour, and detrimental to

the public tranquility.. When he con

, templates the example of the meek and

lowly Jefus, who “vvhen he was re

viled, reviled not again ;” and who

- poured cut an ardent prayer for his

- enemies, even when they were ſhed,

|- ding his blood; hew does it animate

him to ſubdue his refentment, and

erucify every inimical paffion ! He does

not fuffer himſelf to be tranſported with

wrath, on every flight affront; but

bea, s injuries with patience; conquers,

by yielding; and ſhows himſelf fupe

rior to his enemies, by a meek, hum

ble, and forgiving fpirit. If, at any

time, he fee it abſolutely neceſſary, for

his own fecurity, and the prefervation

of peace and good order in fociety, to

refent an injury, he will do it from a

fenfe of duty, and not to gratify ama

licious and vindićtive temper. He will

not attempt to redrefs injuries, by ta

king private vengeance on the aggref

for ; but will appeal to the laws for

his vindication : and even in this, he

will diſcover a meek and quiet fpirit,

which ſhows, that he is prompted, not

by a defire of revenge, but by a regard

to juſtice and the public good. If the

redreſs cannot be obtained in this way,

he fuffers wrong, and appeals to him,

who will fooner or later vindicate the

innocent, and puniſh the guilty.

If we would all thus conform to the

precepts of chriftianity, what a happy

fociety would we be ! we would not

fee fuch fierce contentions, fo much

ftrife and animofity, fe many instances

of mutual injury and revenge, fº muck

legal wrangling, and fo many tedious

and expenfive law fuits. If men, who

call thenafelves chriftians, would con

fider the happy tendency, and liften to

the rational dićtates, of their religion,

we would not fee fuch tragical effects

from flight affronts and petty provo

cations ; mor hear of fo much blood

wantonly laviſhed, by that barbarous,

Gothic custom of duelling, which pre

vails among fome of our high-ſpirited

gentlemen. This cuſtom, fo pernici

ous to civil fociety, and fo directly op

pofite to the mild ſpirit of our religion,

would be totally aboliſhed. It is not

a little furprifing, that men, who pique

themfelves on their humanity and po

litenefs, never refle&t, that this prac

tice is no refinement of modern times,

but was brought into Europe by thoſe

fierce northern boors, who ' over-rah

the Roman empire. The civilized

heathens, the polite Greeks, and war

like Romans, were strangers tº thiº

:
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abfurd, barbarous. cuſtom. They rec.

komed it glorious to die for their coun

try; but never facrificed each other in

cold blood, to the little pun&tilios of

honour. The prevalence of this prac

tice, in chriftian countries, contrary

to all the laws of religion, as well as

reafon and humanity, is one of the

strongeſt proofs of the amazing force of

euſtom on the human mind.

To conclude this particular,—as

chriftianity furpaffes all other religions,

in that meek, gentle, and forgiving

fpirit, which it requires ; fo it muft be,

of all others, the beſt adapted to pre

ferve peace among men, and promote

the happinefs of civil fociety.

(To be continued.)

- S><@><>

Reflexions on the custom of burying the

dead, and the danger of precipitate

interment. Tranſlated from the French

ef mr. Durande.–Page 227.

T is not only in Europe, that pre

cautions are taken againſt precipi

tate burials. In Afia, when an inhabi

tant of the kingdom of Boutan dies, the

body is kept in the houſe three days, all

of which are ſpent in finging and

prayers.

. If we, instead of following the ex

ample of thofe people, have forgotten

that reſpect which the ancients enter

tained for the dead, it is owing to the

prejudices of our education, imbibed in

infancy. In that early age, nurfes and

ignorant fervants inftil into children,

thofe abfurdities, which they themſelves

have adopted; and fuch prejudices are

the moſt difficult to be overcome.

· Scarcely has one ceafed to live, when

he becomes an objećt of horror. The

body is abandoned to a fet of merce

nary people, who begin by dragging

it from a warm bed, to place it on fome

cold ſtraw. Soon after, the defire of

gain draws together the undertakers,

who firſt cover the head and face with

a kind of cap, in ſhape of a bag. Some

times they put cotton into the mouth,

the ears and even into the funda

ment, if the laſt precaution has not

, been taken before their arrival. This

sottom is placed there to prevent thę

The denger ofprecipitate intermanw aßg*

body from ſtaining the linen in which

it is wrapped up. They then bind the

breaft and arms round with a bandage,

and make another pafs round the lower

part of the belly; the latter compre

hends the arms from the elbows, and

ferves alfo to enclofe the feet; after this,

the undertakers wrap up the whole body

in a fheet, which they fix at both the ex

tremities, and either few or faſten it with

pins, obſerving always to confine the

body as clofely as they can. It is thus

that a man is prepared for his coffin :

but it would be difficult to purſue a

more pernicious method, even if one

had an intention of accelerating death,

or of rendering it impoffible for a per

fon to return to life.

The cold, to which a dying man is

expoſed, that he may not dirty himſelf,

is attended with thegreateſt danger; for

while the ſphinćter remains in contrac

tion, there exiſts within us fome re

mains of irritability, and confequently

of life. The difcharge of the intesti

nal matter, is the ultimum vitæ. Thus,

whilſt a child has net yet voided the

meconium, the man-midwife, notwith

ftanding the moſt difmal fymptoms, ſtili

hopes to recalitto life. On the contrary,

the appearance of this excrement is

confidered by him as a certain fign of

death. The ſtopping of the anus is

attended with no lefs inconvenience, as

it prevents the aĉtion of the parts, in

which life ſtill fubfifts ; for the abbé

Spalanzani has proved, that digeſtion

continues for fome time after a perſon’s

death. If thefe parts could afterwards

recover force and irritability enough, to

reanimate the other organs, the clofing

the anus would neceſſarily become an

obſtacle to their falutary action. The

đifferent fituations given to a body, are

fufficient, when it has arrived at the laſt

degree of weaknefs, to cauſe or accele

rate death. Of this, however, people are

mot fufficiently aware, when they take

away the pillow from a dying perfon,

which is often done, and place the body

upon a ſtraw matrafs. Befides, durin

life, there exhales continually from the

cavities of the head, from the breaſt,

and from the belly, a vapeur, which is
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and thinks money better than friendſhip, good-humour, and all the amiable qua

lities which render life agreeable, he has reaſon to be perfectly ſatisfied with his

uncle : if he is not, the old gentleman has done his part, to make him ſo, by

ſhewing him, that according to his notions, kindneſs confiſts in giving money.

For my part, if ever I ſhould be a beggar, or break my bones, I may perhaps be

glad to meet with your friend again : but as I hope, neither of thoſe things are ever

likely to happen to me, I am by no means ambitious of the honour of his ac

quaintance : his good qualities are nothing to me : and his bad ones are a

plague to all, who come in his way.”

“One may bear with them,” replied Alcander, “where there is ſo much real

worth. The whole world could not bribe that man to do a baſe a&tion.”

“So much the better for him,” returned Hilario; “but really, as I ſaid be

fore, it is nothing to me : and after all, whatever excuſes your good-nature may

find for him, there muſt be ſomething wrong in the heart, where the manners are

ſo unpleaſant.”

“He has not a good temper,” ſaid Alcander: “ and every man has not the

ſame command over himſelf; but indeed he has a good heart ; and if you knew

him, as well as I do, you muſt love him, with all his oddities.”

“His oddities are quite enough for me,” returned Hilario: “ and I deſire to

know no more of him ; he might make me eſteem him; but he could never make

me love him. And it is very unpleaſant to feel one of theſe, where one cannot

feel the other.”

Alcander could not but be ſenfible of the truth of many of Hilario's obſer

vations; he fighed in ſecret, for the friend, whoſe good qualities he valued, and

whoſe foibles gave him pain; and could Curio have known what his friend felt

for him at that moment, it might have gone farther, than all he ever read,

or thought, upon the ſubjećt, towards correcting a fault, for which he often

blamed himſelf, but which he ſtill continued to indulge, and to imagine himſelf

unable to ſubdue.

Perhaps neither of the parties, concerned in this diſpute, were well qualified to

judge as to the ſubject of it. Eſteem and regard influenced the one, and added

ſtrength to his good-nature; while the other, whoſe patience was wearied out

by the ill-humours of a ſtranger, of whoſe merits he was ignorant, was naturally

diſpoſed to view them in an unfavourable light. But ſuch a converſation muſt in

duce every indifferent perſon to reflect on the important diſadvantages of a qua

lity, which could oblige a friend to bluſh for the perſon he eſteemed, and could,

at firſt ſight, make an enemy of a man, by no means wanting in good-nature—

who came into company, with a diſpoſition to pleaſe, and to be pleaſed—and

whoſe diſguſt was occaſioned by a diſappointment in that aim.

Can ſuch a quality be a matter of little conſequence, which thoſe, who are

punětual in their duty in more eſſential points, may be permitted to neglect Can

it be a diſpoſition, ſo ſtrongly implanted in the heart of any man, that his utmoſt

efforts cannot conquer it The firſt ſuppoſition might furniſh an excuſe for

giving way to any fault; ſince all may fancy, they have virtues to counterbalance it.

The latter would reduce us almoſt to mere machines, and diſcourage every effort

to reform, and improve the heart, without which, no real and ſolid virtue can be

attained.

–3–23-3-3-3-><><>–

Eſſay on the influence of religion in civil ſociety. By the rev. Thomas Reeſe, A. M.

paſtor of the preſbyterian church at Salem in South Carolina. Written anno

1785.-Continuedfrom Vol. VIII. Page 269.

N U M B E R XI.

III. HAT ſtrićt juſtice, which the precepts of chriſtianity enjoin, is of

| the greateſt importance to civil government.
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The pračice of juſtice is eſſential, not only to the happineſs, but to the exiſt

enre of civil ſociety. The iocial union cannot ſubſiſt without ſome degree of it.

It is the proper, and, in a large ſenſe, one might venture to ſay, the only objećt

of civil laws. But although human laws be, in a manner, wholly occupied in

Preventing or puniſhing injuſtice, there are innumerable inſtances of it, which

they can by no means reach. Experience daily teaches us, how eaſy it is, for

men of crafty and defigning natures, to evade the force of laws. The moſt fla

grant acts of injuſtice may be committed, and the moſt ſcandalous frauds carried

on, under umbrage of the beſt human laws. An artful villain may rob the wi

dow and the fatherleſs, and be guilty of the moſt cruel oppreſſions; and yet “ſo

deeply intrench himſelf behind the letter of the law, and ſo well fortify himſelf

with caſts and reports, that there is no coming at him.” It is needleſs to enlarge

here. Every one, who will give himſelf the trouble of thinking on this ſubječt,

muſt be tenſible, that the commerce of men, in a ſtate of ſociety, admits of ſo

many different modifications, and that ſo many unexpected circumſtances often

ariſe, from the various methods of acquiring and transferring property, that no

laws can be framed ſo as to comprehend every caſe which may occur. This

ſhows the imperfection of civil laws, even with reſpect to thoſe things, which are

moſt in their power; and at the ſame time demonſtrates the importance of reli

gion to enforce the obſervance of ſtrićt juſtice.

The precepts of chriſtianity require the ſtrićteſt regard to juſtice, in all its

branches. All thoſe acts of fraud and injuſtice, which are prohibited by the

laws of ſociety, are alſo prohibited by the precepts of our religion. The chriſ

tian, therefore, who is influenced by thoſe precepts, is under a two-fold obliga

tion, to reſtrain him from all acts of injuſtice : one, ariſing from the laws of his

country—the other, from the laws of his religion: and the latter not only tends

to facilitate the execution of the former, but often prevents the neceſſity of their

exertion. He, who is bound by the obligation of religion, ſuperadded to that of

human laws, is more likely to practiſe the rules of juſtice, than he who is influ

enced only by a regard to thoſe laws. -

But this is not all—Our religion goes further, and extends to all thoſe ačts

of injuſtice, which are beyond the reach of human laws, and cannot be puniſhed

by them. That theſe are numerous, even where juſtice is moſt carefully and

impartially adminiſtered, is matter of univerſal experience. And that they are

injurious to civil government, by creating the bittereſt animoſities among fel

low-citizens—ſtirring up ſtrife, malice, hatred—and ſo deſtroying that mutual

love and confidence, which are neceſſary to hold men together in the ſocial ſtate,

is too plain, to need any proof. As far, therefore, as chriſtianity reſtrains men

from theſe acts of injuſtice, ſo far it muſt tend to the benefit of ſociety.

The precepts of chriſtianity, which reſpect the pračtice of juſtice, are given in

the moſt univerſal terms—“Whatſoever things are juſt”—theſe the chriſtian is

commanded to practiſe.—“All things, whatſoever ye would, that men ſhould

do unto you, do ye even ſo to them.”—This precept of our Saviour, on ac

sount of its excellence, is called the golden rule. It is conciſe, and eaſily re

membered; plain and eaſily underſtood; comprehenſive, and, with proper modi

fications, applies to all men, at all times, and in all circumſtances. It is a por

table directory, if I may ſo expreſs it, which every man may carry in his own

breaſt. It is an unanſwerable appeal to the feelings of every man, and carries im

mediate convićtion to the mind; enforcing and awakening, by the authority of

heaven, thoſe natural ſentiments of juſtice, which are engraved on our hearts.

He, who believes the divine authority, and duly feels the force of theſe, and

ſuch like precepts of our religion, will pay a ſacred regard to the practice of juſ

tice in its various branches. He will be honeſt and upright in all his dealings,

faithful to his truſt, and give to every man his due. Where the laws are filent,

Vol. IX. No. I. E -
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he finds a rule of right, and ſtandard of equity, in his own breaſt, which points

out the fair line of condućt he ought to purſue. He will not impoſe upon the

ignorance and ſimplicity, or take advantage of the open and unſuſpecting tem

per, of his neighbour. He does not lie in wait, to ſeize every open door,

which the imperfection of civil laws may give him, to invade the property of

others. It is not enough for him, that he can evade the force of civil laws,

and eſcape puniſhment from men, while the laws of religion, and his own con

ſcience, condemn him of injuſtice. His fair, open, and upright mind abhors all

thoſe little low ačts cf chicane and knavery, which thoſe, who regulate.

dućt only by human laws, ſo often employ, to over-reach, rob, and ruin the ho

neſt and the unwary. He has a higher ſtandard, and a more accurate rule of

aćtion, which reſtrains him from all unfair and fradulent dealings, all diſhoneſt

fhifts, and unequitable ſubterfuges. If ſuch a temper as this, were generally

prevalent among us, what deſirable effečts would it produce How much would

it tend to promote peace and concord—and, of conſequence, the happineſs of our

ſtates : We would not then ſee ſo many diſputes about property, and ſo much

money given to the gentlemen of the bar, to decide our quarrels; nor hear ſo

many curſes poured out upon them. If the precepts of chriſtianity had that in

fluence upon us, which their excellence naturally leads us to expect, there would

be little need of that order of men, who are now ſo generally—I will not ſay, how

juſtly—the objećts of envy and execration among us. Were I permitted to ſpeak

my mind freely on this ſubjećt, I would ſay, that, generally ſpeaking, people ought

to blame themſelves, for ſuffering theſe mea to drain them of their caſh. If they

were of that temper, which becometh chriſtians, they would not ſo frequently fall

into contentions, or they would take ſome other method of compromiſing them,

which might be more cheap and eligible. They might refer the decificn of them

to a few honeſt and impartial neighbours, who are acquainted with the merits of

the cauſe; which they are often obliged to do, after they have ſpent their time,

and emptied their purſes by a tedious ſuit at law.

But I have not room here,to point outthe many happy conſequences,which would

flow from that ſtrict regard to the pračtice of juſtice, that our religion inculcates.

Leaving the judicious reader to trace them in his own mind, I proceed to make

fome obſervations, concerning that religious adherence to truth, which the pre

cepts of chriſtianity enjoin. This is an important branch of juſtice, and very

properly comes in here. -

How excellent ſoever the rules may be, which the heathen moraliſts have laid

down, for the practice of juſtice, they appear to have been very defe&tive in this

particular. It is not eaſy, indeed, to reconcile them to each other, or even to

themſelves on this point. Plato in ſome places condemns lying ; in others,

he ſeems plainly to approve of it. But the moſt general opinion, as far as I

can find from their writings, was, that lies are admiſfible, where there is a proſ

pe&t of advantage". At leaſt all their moſt eminent philoſophers held it as an un

doubted maxim, that it was lawful, and even a duty, to lie for the public good

N. O. T E.

* “ He may lie,” ſays Plato, “who knows how to do it in a fit ſeaſon.” To

the ſame purpoſe Menander, Proclus and Herodotus. “There is nothing come

ly in truth,” ſays Maximus Tyrius, “but when it is profitable. And ſome

times a lie profits, and truth hurts men.” “Plato and the Stoics framed a kind

of ſophiſtical diſtinétion on this head, making a difference betweex lying in words,

and in the ſoul, or with aſſent to a falſehood. The wiſe man was admitted to lie

craftily, and with a proſpect of gain; but not to embrace falſehood through igno

rance.” What a door ſuch doćtrines open to fraud and deceit, and how deſtruc

tive they are of confidence among men, is ſufficiently evident.
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Cicero is ſo clear in this, upon the authority of Plato, that he pronounces it me

fºr, a horrid wickedneſs, not to do it. This concluſion aroſe from another equal

ly ſº, namely, that truth and general utility do not coincide.

C. litianity grants no ſuch licence; but condemns every ſpecies of falſehood,

and incelcates the moſt ſacred regard to truth, in all circumſtances whatſoever.

—“Lie not one to another. Putting away lying, ſpeak every man the truth

with his neighbour.”—I ſuppoſe it will be readily acknowledged, that a ſtrišt ad

herence to truth, eſpecially in ſuch promiſes and declarations, as reſpect the in

tereſt of others, is of no ſmall conſequence to ſociety. It certainly tends to be

get and maintain that mutual confidence, which has been always reckoned one

Principal bond of the ſocial union.—This is evident from the pernicious effects,

which we daily experience from an oppoſite condućt. Nothing has a greater

tendency to plant diſtruſt and ſuſpicion in the hearts of men, deſtroy mutual love,

and ſtir up malignant paſſions among them, than the practice of falſehood and

diſſimulation. It is therefore of the greateſt importance in ſociety, that men

ſhould be laid under all poſſible reſtraints in this reſpešt. If they were left at li

berty to depart from the truth, in ſome particular caſes, and on ſºme extraordi

nary occaſions, for their own advantage, or even for the good of others, what

would be the conſequence Would it not neceſſarily tend to annihilate all faith,

in every ſuch caſe ? If men univerſally thought it lawful to lie in certain given

circumſtances, no one would be credited in thoſe circumſtances; becauſe he would

not be conſidered, as under any obligation to ſpeak the truth. All faith in the

declarations of others depends on the ſuppoſition of a general obligation to truth.

Take away this ſuppoſition—and there is at once an end of all confidence. So

that lying, in all ſuch circumſtances, would defeat its own purpoſe, and would

be of no advantage, either to ourſelves or others. It ought therefore to be rec

koned a peculiar excellence of our religion, that its precepts afford not the leaſt

encouragement, to ſuppoſe it allowable, in any caſe whatever, to ſwerve from

the truth. Had chriſtianity granted any ſuch permiſſion, it might be made an ob

jection againſt it, as giving countenance to a practice detrimental to civil go

Wernment. (To be continued.)

Revolutions of Engliſh literature—tranſlated from the Italian of ſgnor Carlo Denina,

Under Edward III. Richard II. and Henry VIII.

T the ſame time that in Italy Leo the tenth and Paul the third, and in

France, Francis the firſt, encouraged literature by their bounty; Henry

Feºhth, in the beginning of his reign, was equally favourable to the learned,

equally dear to the republic of letters. Ludovicus Vives and Eraſmus, the prin

cipal reſtorers of taſte in Europe, lived ſome time in England under that prince;

and, by the patronage of queen Elizabeth, and the works of Bacon and Shake

ſpeare, letters ſoon after became firmly eſtabliſhed. Bacon, ſo deſervedly fa

mous for thoſe ſeeds of ſcience, which he ſo liberally diffuſed, and which after

wards produced ſuch an abundant harveſt, was likewiſe of fingular advantage to

literature. He was among the firſt who wrote upon ſerious ſubjects in the vul

gar language, which, after incredible alterations, began, in his days, to aſſume

a form little different from what it ſtill retains.

Till now England had produced no writer ſuperior to Chaucer, who died about

the year 1400, and flouriſhed under Edward III. and Richard II. The ſignal

victories which the former obtained over the Scots and French, had introduced

plenty and magnificence. There were in the court of that monarch, beſides

Engliſh and foreign noblemen, three powerful ſovereigns. So happy, ſo glori

•us a reign, could not fail to promote, together with the other arts, the ſtudy
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the diſtinguiſhing mark of his nation. The fight recalled the happy hours which

I had paſſed with the man who was ſo dear to me. Tears bathed my face. My

heart, ſo long oppreſſed, expanded itſelf. I wept abundantly ; and by this bleſ

ſing of nature perhaps ſaved a life which might have yielded to the weight of con

centred grief.

In effect, I found myſelf more tranquil. Reaſon returned. I began to regard

everything around me: the deſire of making my eſcape was the reſult of all my

reflexions.

The execution of it was not eaſy. Even though I ſhould be able to elude the

vigilance of my guards, how ſhould I traverſe an unknown land without be

ing diſcovered How ſhould I find the road which led to my country would it

not be prudent for me to wait for more favourable occaſions 2 By degrees, the

miſtruſt of my guards would be weakened. I ſhould be leſs obſerved. I might

acquire a more exact knowledge of the country; and execute with ſucceſs that

which now appeared impoſſible.

Thus ſpoke prudence to me; but love and youth did not reaſon thus. The

leaſt delay appeared an injury to my paſſion. To heſitate, when the queſtion

was to rejoin Amelia, ſeemed an infidelity. “She will believe,” ſaid I, “ that

fear is ſuperior to love; that my life is nearer to me than my affection. No, my

dear Amelial no l you ſhall never reproach your lover with having ſacrificed to

his ſafety, the happy inſtant which may haſten the delight of returning to you.”

(To be continued.)
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Eſſay on the influence of religion in civil ſociety. By the rev. Thomas Reeſe, A. M.

paſtor of the preſbyterian church at Salem in South Carolina. Written anno

1785–Continued from page 35.

n U M B E R xII.

F the religious obſervance of truth, in our ordinary communications, be of

ſo much importance in ſociety, as we have already ſeen, much more muſt

this be the caſe in our ſolemn oaths. Here, alſo, the excellence of chriſtian mo

rality is apparent. “Other laws,” ſaith the learned Grotius, “forbid perjury:

but this requires us to abſtain even from an oath, without neceſſity; and ſo to

cultivate truth in all our words, that an oath may not be required of us.” The

Precepts of chriſtianity are ſo ſtrict in this particular, that ſome chriſtians, of

weak and ſcrupulous minds, have ſuppoſed they prohibit all oaths. But this is a

very erroneous concluſion. It might be eaſily ſhown, were it thought neceſſary,

that they contain no ſuch prohibition. Thoſe, who raiſe ſuch ſcruples, little con

ſider how much they wrong chiiſtianity. It would be a ſad reflexiom on our re

ligion, if it condemned the uſe of ſolemn oaths, which are ſo abſolutely neceſſary

to the adminiſtration of government, and one of the beſt means for the ſpeedy

deciſion of controverſies, which tend to the deſtruction of ſociety. But though

chriſtianity does not forbid us to ſwear in a ſolemn manner, when legally called

to it, it enjoins great caution in this matter. It teaches us not to be precipitate in

making ſuch a ſolemn appeal, where the importance of the caſe does not evidently

demand it. Thus the precepts of our religion conduct us ſafely between two

extremes, guarding us, on the one ſide, fºom perjury, and, on the other, from

that ſuperſtitious timidity, which would lead us to omit a duty that we owe to ſo

ticty.

Perjury is, in itſelf, a crime ſo horrid, and at the ſame time ſo pernicious to

government, that it ought to be guarded againſt with the utmoſt care. It is of

great moment, therefore, that men ſhould be reſtrained from every thing which

tends this way. Lying, profane ſwealing, and even a needleſs and too ficqueut
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uſe of lawful oaths, have this tendency and as all theſe are prohibited by the

precepts of chriſtianity, thoſe precepts muſt be one of the greateſt ſecurities a

gainſt perjury ; and, of conſequence, finguiarly uſeful to government. A lit

tle attention to human nature may convince us, that a needleſs repetition of oaths

tends to leſſen their ſolemnity. By being often uſed, they become familiar; and

are not attended with that awe and reverence, which ought to ſtrike the mind, in

a tranſaction ſo very ſºlemn. And when men are but little impreſſed with a

ſenſe of the majeſty and preſence of the Deity, they will not pay that ſacred re

gard to truth, which might be otherwiſe expected. Hence flows a political max

im, of no ſmall utility in government; namely, that oaths ſhould be admitted in

as few caſes as poſſible, and adminiſtered with all thoſe circumſtances of ſo

lemnity which are beſt adapted to fill the mind with awe and reverence.”

As to the abſurd and impious pračtice of profane ſwearing, which ſo much pre

vails among us, it evidently tends to baniſh all fear of God from the minds

of men; and, of conſequence, leads directly to perjury. The leaſt reflexiom

may convince us of this.-Is it reaſonable to expect, that an impious wretch,

who is daily invoking the vengeance of heaven on himſelf and others, and who

confirms every petty affeveration, whether true or falſe, by the addition of the

ſacred name—is it reaſonable, I ſay, to expect, that ſuch a one ſhould have a

proper ſenſe of the ſolemnity of an oath, or any ſuitable dread of perjury —

Muſt it not be allowed, that, other things being equal, the teſtimony of a man,

who makes conſcience of taking God's name in vain, has much greater weight,

and deſerves more credit It is, in a manner, ſelf-evident, that an habitual pro

fanation of God's holy name, by impious oaths and curſes, muſt tend to leſſen

that awe and reverence of him, which is one of the ſtrongeſt guards againſt per

jury; and, conſequently, muſt be, in a high degree, injurious to civil ſociety.

Hence the propriety of reſtraining and puniſhing it by civil laws.

If this practice were only an offence againſt God, the puniſhment of it ſhould

be referred to him alone; but as it is not only a daring impiety, but alſo produc

tive of effects baneful to the ſtate, and detrimental to public good, the civil ma

giſtrate ought to take notice of and reſtrain it by civil penalties. Indeed, every

man, who wiſhes well to his country, ſhould make it his buſineſs, to diſcounte

nance this vice, which is now become ſo common amongſt us. It is the oppro

prium of ſome of the ſtates; and, together with our other national crimes, likely

to call down the vengeance of heaven upon us. If gentlemen, whoſe wealth and

.*

N O T e.

- * I have often obſerved, with much concern, the method, in which juries are

qualified in our courts of juſtice. No good reaſon, I think, can be given for

the uſual practice of ſwearing them previouſly to every trial. It appears to me a

needleſs repetition of oaths, which neceſſarily takes off from their ſolemnity.

Would it not be much more eligible, to qualify our juries once for all, at the com

mencement of the ſeſſion f I take the liberty alſo to obſerve here, that oaths are

not adminiſtered in our courts, with that ſolemnity, which their nature requires.

The clerk, with a vacant face, and careleſs air, rhymes over the words of the

oath, without *ny emphaſis of expreſſion, or ſolemnity of manner, ſuitable to

the occaſion. The ſame marks of negligence and inattention may be cften ob

ſerved in the countenance of the deponent. To a ſpectator there appears no

thing ſerious, nothing ſolemn, in the whole tranſaction. One great cauſe of this

I take to be a too frequent and unneceſſary uſe of oaths, which tends to turn

them into mere farces. Theſe obſervations may, perhaps, by ſome, be thought :

trifling; but, to a thinking perſon, nothing will appear ſo, which ſerves to

guard again it perjury.

t
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rank give them reſpeaability, would conſpire, and by their influence and exam

ple, diſcountenance this diale&t of devils, it might, in a great meaſure, be ba

niſhed from among us. But while men of the firſt figure, whoſe commanding

manners have ſuch a mighty influence on all the inferior ranks, lead the way—

and thoſe, who have a principal hand in making and executing our laws, are too

often chargeable with a breach of them, by the practice of common ſwearing—

we are not to expe&t much effect from the operation of our laws againſt profane

neſs. Indeed theſe laws are ſo ſeldom put in execution, that they might almoſt

as well be expunged from our code. If a juſtice of the peace, in compliance

with his oath, ſhould attempt to puniſh profane ſwearing, he would in many

parts of America make himſelf ridiculous. It is with regret I mention theſe

things. But they are as true, as they are lamentable; and in the mind of every

thoughtful man, who wiſhes well to religion and his country, portend no ſmall

evils. In truth, if the principles and precepts of religion be not ſufficient to

reſtrain men from falſehood, profanity, perjury; and other enormities of this na

ture—we cannot expect much aid from civil laws, which, though executed ever

ſo faithfully, can ſeldom puniſh crimes of this ſort. However, if men have ſo

far thrown off all fear of God, that no ſenſe of religion can deter them from

this daring impiety, let them, at leaſt, ſhow ſome reſpect to reaſon, and relinquiſh

a cuſton, which brings them weither honour nor profit, and is attended with the

moſt permicious conſequences to civil ſociery. If they profeſs themſelves lovers

ef their country, and friends to public happineſs, let them ačt a conſiſtent part—

let them, from political motives at leaſt, if from no other, diſcountenance a prac

tice, which tends to the deſtrućtion of both. (To be continued.)

-Geºs seGE3e3e

on THE IMPROVEMENT OF worn.OUT LANDs,

By deep trench and frequent ploughing.

Carrunicated to “the Blockley and Merrion ſociety for promoting agriculture and

rural economy,”—by Richard Peters, eſquire, preſident of the ſaid ſociety.

Cºncluded from 53.

O perform the operation of trenching, which is unneceſſary above once in

ſeven years, I have a plough in the common form, but large and ſtrong—

the mortiſe in the beam long, ſo as to admit of altering the inclimation of the

coulter, as you would wiſh to go deeper or ſhallower ; and the mould-board is

conſtrućted ſo as to caſt off more earth than the common plough. With this

plough, drawn by two oxen and two horſes, or four of the former, I begin by

running as deep a furrow as poſſible. The next operation is made with a light

plough and two horſes; which pares off the ſod two inches deep, with a broad

furrow, turning this ſod into the trench with all its weeds, roots, and other peſts

to your foil. Theſe are completely covered by the large plough, ſomewhat mar

rower than the ſmall one, and which running in the ſome furrow, throws over a

body of earth, which bulies theſe nuiſances; moſt of which, being placed beyond

vegetation, ferment, rot, and become bleſfings, by adding to the fertility of the

ſoil. The depth from ten to fourteen inches, as your ſoil will bear. This,

when I can do it, I have finiſhed before winter. Next ſeaſon I give it a light

dreſſing with lime, dung, or ſuch other manure as I can obtain, and work it well

with Indian corn, the moſt common fallow crop we have.

In trenching, I am ſatisfied if I complete three quarters of an acre in a ſhort

day, though ſometimes I do more. My plough runs, in the years ſucceeding

the trenching, no deeper than is required in good common ploughing, perhaps

five or fix inches. I frequently ſow buckwheat, and plough it in, when in full

Moſſom, as a green manure and covering crop. I have raiſed potatoes, tap

Wol. IX. No. II, P \
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A C K NO W L E D G M E N T S.

We are ſorry to have been obliged to defer the remarks on a paſſage in dr.

Price's obſervations. They ſhall appear in our next, The future correſpondence

of the patriotic writer is requeſted.

The ſketch of the life and charaćter of Daniel Benezet, with ſome other of

the valuable communications from the Franklinian ſociety, which were intended

for the preſent muſeum, ſhall alſo appear in our next.

L.'s eſſay on the etermity of the Deity is received.

Dr. Franklin's three fables ſhall be inſerted in due courſe.

Letter from a gentleman on the death of his wife—lines on the departure

of a young lady from the neighbourhood of her lover—and J. J.'s obſervations

on the fourth article of the definitive treaty of peace—are under confideration.

The anecdotes by incognita, are too puerile

The humour of the petition of the letter U. has been anticipated in petitions

ef a filmilar kind, already publiſhed.

*
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forget, that the conſequence is falſely deduced; becauſe, agreeably to the

fame natural law, the liberty of man is an unalienable right, which can neither

be bought nor ſold. To theſe two deſcriptions of men, at once the authors and

witneſſes of your wrongs, may be added the European traders who exchange

their merchandiſe for the produćtions which are raiſed by your labour. You

will conceive, that an immenſe profit could alone engage them in ſuch a com

merce, and that it is their intereſt carefully to preſerve the ſource of it. Judge

if the truth be likely to pierce through ſuch a medium to Europe. Perhaps Eu

rope would not yet have been intereſted in your fate, if leiſure, and a thirſt for

knowledge had not led into our iſlands ſome philoſophic minds who ſaw and re

Ported your wrongs.” (To be continued.)

—sºsees se—

Eſſay on the influence of religion in civil ſociety. By the rev. Thomas Reeſe,

A. M. paſtor of the preſbyterian church at Salem, in South Carolina. Written

anno 1785. Continued from page 109. NU M B E R xiii.

III. HAT temperance, and that moderation, which the precepts of chriſ

tianity require, are of great importance to civil ſociety, and evident

ly tend to promote the public good. -

It is a trite obſervation; that ſociety, by cultivating the arts of life, greatly in

creaſes our wants; and conſequently inflames our appetites in proportion. The

wants of nature are few, and eaſily ſupplied; but thoſe created by ſociety,

which may be called artificial, are without bounds or number. In the ſocial ſtate,

therefore, where men's wants are ſo numerous, and the deſire of ſatisfying

them ſo highly excited, temperance and moderation muſt be peculiarly neceſſary.

It is too plain, to need any proof; that by far the greater part of thoſe evils,

which diſturb ſociety, flow from the inordinate appetites and ungoverned paſ

fions of men. An immoderate deſire of thoſe things; which have, at leaſt, the

appearance of natural good, and which are generally thought neceſſary to c "r

happineſs in poliſhed life, is the ſource of numberleſs civil crimes. A too ea

ger and violent purſuit of wealth, honour, power and ſenſual gratificatien,

prompts men to rapine, violence, cruelty, oppreſſion, and every ſpecies of injuſ

tice. Hence flows a long train of evils, which bring a conſumption on the body

politic, deſtroy public happineſs, and overturn kingdoms and empires. The

principal defign, therefore, of civil laws, is to check the fury of exorbitant ap

petite, to reſtrain the unruly paſſions, and to keep them within the bounds, which

reaſon and the common good require. How imperfectly they anſwer this deſign,

and how much they need the aid of religion for this purpoſe, the experience ºf

all ages is a ſufficient proof. All the reſtraint, which civil government can lay

upon the paſſions, is but to prohibit and puniſh ſome of their moſt dangerous

effects : but religion, by enjoining a due government of all our appetites, teaches

us to eradicate from our minds the very cauſe of thoſe effects. That only lops

off ſome of the moſt noxious branches; this ſtrikes at the root : that only

tounteracts or diverts the ſtreams; this dries up the ſource.

Temperance is a very comprehenſive virtue; and, as enjoined by chriſtianity,

not only requires a certain moderation in eating and drinking; but in all thoſe af

feetions, purſuits and enjoyments, which are liable to become faulty by exceſs.

He who profeſſes to govern his life by the precepts of the goſpel, mutt be tem

perate in all things. His mod, ration muſt be conſpicuous to all, and viſible in

tile whole of his deportinent. Thus exhorts the inſpired apoſtle : “Let your

moderation be known to all men.” But though our religion to ſtrictly pro

hihirs all kinds of intemperance, it allows us a free uſe of the gifts of Provi

dence, and der, i.es us of no pleaſure or enjoyment, which is not injurious to

ºn fºlves, or prejudicial to others, I he ſtoic philoſophers, who have ſad ſo

Vol. IX. No. II.



I 5+. S E L E C T E D PR os E. º [March,

many excellent things on temperance—and whoſe morality, in the opinion of

Jerome, came neareſt to the chriſtian—abſurdly taught, that the paſſions ought

to be wholly eradicated. According to them, all the tender emotions of love

and pity, all the ſweet ſenſibilities, and melting affections of nature, muſt be ex

tinguiſhed as unworthy of a philoſopher. Thus, before men can become wiſe,

and virtuous, they muſt diveſt themſelves of all the tender feelings of humanity,

and be transformed into ſtatues. How much more excellent and reaſonable:

the precepts of chriſtianity They require us not to eradicate, but to govern

and regulate our paſſions, in ſuch a manner, as is moſt worthy of the dignity,

asd moſt conducive to the perfection and felicity, of rational creatures. They

point out the objećts, on which we ought to fix them; mark the degreein which

they ſhould be indulged; and ſhow their due balance and ſubordination. Were

it poſſible for men to bring themſelves to that total inſenſibility, which was the

pride and boaſt of the ſtoic, it would deprive them of a great part of that hap

pineſs, which they derive from a reciprocal exchange of kind affections, and mu

tual offices of love, which conſtitutes one of the principal bonds, as well as:

chief felicities of ſocial life. How well ſoever the doćtrines of the ſtoies, were,

in general, calculated to form the good citizen, the dogma we are now ſpeaking

of, not to mention other paradoxes which they held, was far from being favour

able to ſociety. Had the retortion of nature permitted their much-defired apa

thy, they would have made very aukward members of the community. Reaſon

is too weak, to rouſe men to that vigour and ačtivity, which are neceſſary for

the diſcharge of the ſocial duties. The impulſe of the paſſions is therefore requi

fite ; and they are implanted in us for this purpoſe. The veſſel, which is ſtrip

ped of its ſails, though the rudder be ever ſo good, is not likely to reach the port.

What ſails are to a ſhip, paſſions are to the man. Let them be under the condućt

cf reaſon—give them the due tone—keep them within the bounds of moderation,

which chriſtianity preſcribes—and they will invariably tend to ſocial happineſs.

'I hus tempered and reſtrained, they are a principal ſource of ſocial enjoyments;

give the neceſſary ſpring and energy to civil life; and impel us only to ſuch ac

tions and purſuits, as ſerve at once to promote both private and public good.

Hence we ſee, how far the morality of the goſpel ſurpaſſes that of the Porch,

the moſt celebrated, and indeed the moſt perfect, to be found among the heathen.

ſages. It is more conformable to the conſtitution of our mature, better adapted.

to our preſent condition, and has a greater tendency to promote the ends of ci

vil government. -

. I ſuppoſe, it will be readily acknowledged, that drunkenneſs, gluttony,

and lawieſs luſt—not to mention many other evil conſequences which flow from

them—enervate the body, debaſe the mind, and tend to unfit us for the diſcharge

of thoſe duties which we cwe to ſociety. As far, therefore, as the precepts of

chriſtianity reſtrain men from theſe vices, ſo far they muſt be uſeful to govern

ment. We have no laws, at leaſt none which operate, for the puniſhment of

drunkenneſs, though it is detrimental to the ſtate, by introducing diſeaſes, de

ſtroying the health and vigour of its inhabitants, and reducing thouſands of fa

inities to want and miſery. As to thoſe againſt uncleanneſs, they are ſo ſeldom

carried into execution, that we might almoſt as well be without them. If, there

fore, men be under no reſtraint from religion, they are left at full liberty to a

bandon themſelves to thoſe vicious courſes. A regard to credit and reputation,

or a dread of infamy, cannot reſtrain men from ſuch practices, where they are

ſo common as not to be diſgraceful; and where the number of tranſgreſſors ex

empts them from cenſure or reproach. How far this is the caſe in many parts of

our country, I leave others to ſay ; and only remark, that the ſcenes of lewd

reis, riot, and debauchery, common in town and country, are too plain a proof

of our diſſolute manners, and a melancholy preſage of approaching ruin. I am

f
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ſenſible, we have no ſmall number amongſt us, and thoſe too of high rank and

political influence, who make light of theſe crimes : but it is not leſs true, that

they are attended with effects highly dangerous to government, and open a wide

door to a groupe of political evils, which menace deſtrućtion to jour;country.

Whatever men of looſe morals may think of theſe things—to thoſe, who confi

der their pernicious tendency, they are ſuficiently alarming, and clearly indicate

the neceſſity of a reformation. All that can, ought to be done by civil laws

for this purpoſe; but I am perſuaded that nothing, but a ſenſe of religion, and

a regard to the precepts of chriſtianity, will prove effectual.

But, not to dwell any longer on thoſe inſtances of intemperance, which are a

reproach to reaſon, and transform men into brutes; we proceed to obſerve, that

the moderation which chriſtianity enjoins, in the purſuit of wealth, greatly tends

to the advantage of ſociety. Avarice is inſatiable, and productive of infinite

miſchief in government. The moſt numerous and flagrant ačts of injuſtice,

and the moſt atrocious crimes, even murder itſelf, may be often traced to an im

moderate deſire of riches, as their ſource. Experience confirms the aſſertion of

the apoſtle, “The love of money is the root of all evil.” As an immoderate

love of wealth, therefore, is one principal ſource of thoſe crimes, which plainly

tend to the ſubverſion of ſociety, it is of great moment, that it ſhould be curbed;

and whatever has a tendency to keep it within proper bounds, muſt be ſubſervient

to the public good. • Chriſtianity gives us ſuch a ſtriking picture of the empty

and unſatisfying, as well as dangerous, nature of riches, as cannot fail to have

a mighty influence on the minds of all thoſe, who have a cordial belief of its

truth. He, who has a full conviction, that “a man's life conſiſteth not in the a

bundance of the things which he poſſeſſeth,” and pays a due regard to thoſe

divine precepts, which forbid us to ſet our hearts on earthly poſſeſſions, will

be moderate in his purſuit of riches. Senſible of their uncertain and enſnaring

nature, he will be under little temptation to uſe fraud or violence, in order to

acquire them. Contented with food and raiment, he is not anxious to amaſs

great wealth; and if God pleaſe to proſper his moderate care and diligence, and

bleſs him with abundance, he has a heart open to diſtreſs, and is ready to pity

and relieve the miſerable. Senſible that he is only a ſteward of the goed things

God has given him, and that he muſt be accountable for the uſe he makes of

his eſtate, he is careful not to conſume it in luxury, nor make it the fuel cf luſt.

He keeps the golden mean between the miſer and the prodigal; not hoarding up

uſeleſsly, nor ſpending profuſely, but contiibuting, according to his ability, to

promote ſuch deſigns as are uſeful to the public: feeding the hungry, clothing

the naked, and inſtrućting the ignorant. Such is the temper of the man formed

upon the precepts of the goſpel; and how admirably it is adapted to promote the

peace and happineſs of ſociety, is too plain to need illuſtration. If this chriſtian

moderation were more prevalent among us, how many acts of extortion, op

preſſion, fraud, and rapine—how much ſtrife and contention, envy and emula

tion would it prevent It would be a much ſtronger ſecurity, againſt theſe

and a thouſand other irregularities, than the dread of human laws, though fram

ed with the higheſt wiſdom, and executed with the greateſt punctuality.

(To be continued.)
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M A X I M.

O do the beſt, can ſeldom be the lot of man. It is ſufficient, if, when

opportunities are preſented, he be ready to do good. How little virtue

could be praśliſed, if beneficence were to wait always for the moſt proper ob

jects, and the nobleft occaſions—occaſions that may never happen, and objects

that may never be found 2
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-

N U,M B E R xiv.

HRISTIANITY is not more favourable to government, by modera

ting our love of riches, than by enjoining an honeſt care and diligence as

the means of acquiring a comfortable ſubſiſtence. Idleneſs, ſloth, and negli

gence, in our ſeveral occupations, are as expreſsly condemned by our religion,

as a too eager and violent purſuit of the world. Thus, we are guarded againſt

two extremes, equally permicious to ſociety. Extreme poverty and want ſtimu

late mea to theft, robbery, and many other diſhoneſt practices, highly injurious

to the community. Thoſe who are extremely poor, and thoſe who are extreme

ly rich, are generally the moſt vicious 1 and though their vices may be of differ

ent kinds, they are equally oppoſite to the public good. The mean in life is

moſt deſirable ; and this is generally the reſult of that moderate care and dili

gence which the precepts of chriſtianity require. Thoſe, who are placed be

tween the extremes of want and abundance, are generally the beſt members of

ſociety, moſt happy themſelves, and contribute moſt to the happineſs of others.

Over-grown eſtates are ſeldom acquired or enjoyed in a manner wholly confiſtent

with chriſtianity. They are often a curſe and incumbrance to their owners, and

a ſource of many evils in ſociety, by introducing luxury, ſenſuality, and ef

feminacy, with a long train of vices, which have always been the deſtrućtion of

governments; and are peculiarly repugnant to the ſpirit, and hoſtile to the li

berty and happineſs, of a republic. But as it is a thing poſſible, that men may

both acquire and poſſeſs ample fortunes, conſiſtent with the chriſtian charaćter

and the happineſs of the community—and as ſuch have it in their power to be

moſt extenſively uſeful, both to the publicand individuals—chriſtianity is of fin

gular ſervice, in reſtraining them from the abuſe, and fixing the true uſe of

riches.

This naturally leads us to take notice of the influence, which chriſtianity has

in moderating our purſuit of thoſe things, which are reckoned comfortable, ele

gant, and ornamental, in civil life.

It is not eaſy, preciſely to aſcertain, how far chriſtianity permits us to in

dulge ourſelves in the enjoyment of thoſe things, which are not neceſſary to the

ſupport of nature; or to what degree we may innocently gratify an elegant

taſte, in magnificent buildings, ſumptuous tables, ſplendor of dreſs, equipage,

&c. This ſubjećt has been greatly embroiled by enthuſiaſts, who have cried

out, an abuſe, whenever the gifts of providence were uſed further than is neceſſa

ry for the bare ſuſtenance of life. It is needleſs to ſhow the abſurdity of this no

tion, and how little ground chriſtianity affords for ſuch a ſuppoſition. The bars

neceſſary is reckoned ſufficiently beggarly among us ; and we have much more

reaſon to guard againſt exceſs and intemperance, than a ligid auſterity and ſu

perſtitious abſtinence. Though our bountiful Creator “hath given us richly all

things to enjoy,” and chriſtianity permits us to uſe the comforts, conveniencies,

and even the elegancies of life, it requires a certain temperance and moderation

in the enjoyment of theſe things. To ſuppoſe otherwiſe, would be unreaſona

ble, and contrary to the ſpirit and general ſtrain of its precepts. To uſe the

gifts of providence to our own injury, in perſon or fortune, or to the injury of

others, to whom we ſtand related, or are obliged to afford aſſiſtance, is prohibited

by chriſtianity. This, as I take it, is a pretty accurate definition of luxury,

which is undoubtedly vicious, and as contrary to the precepts of our religion, as

it is pernicious to civil ſociety. When a man indulges himſelf in ſumptuous

fare, ſo as to enervate his body and debauch his mind—when he gratifies his

Vol. IX. No. IV, 2. It
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taſte for elegance, grandeur, and magnificence, in building, furniture, dreſs,

equipage, &c. to ſuch a degree, as to embarraſs his eſtate, plunge himſelf in debt,

and bring his family to beggary—he certainly paſſes the bounds of moderation,

Imprudence is too ſoft a name for ſuch a condućt—it is highly criminal. For

by acting in this manner, he not only injures himſelf; but is chargeable with.

great injuſtice to others. Had he kept within the bounds, which religion, and

even reaſon preſcribes, he might have lived comfortably, though perhaps not

ſplendidly, and have beſtowed liberally on thoſe, who, reduced by unavoidable

misfortunes, had a right to ſhare in his bounty. The man, who regulates his

mode of living by a ſtrict and conſcientious regard to the precepts of the goſpel,

will always endeavour to manage his affairs with ſuch economy, that his ex

penſes may not exceed his income. Though he may have a taſte for the grand

and elegant in life, he will not always gratify it, even when in his power; but

will often ſacrifice the pleaſures of imagination to the more ſublime and godlike

pleaſure of relieving the real wants of the poor and needy. Although his eſtate may

permit, and rank require him, to live in a magnificent and ſplendid manner, he

will ſtudy moderation and fimplicity, as far as is poſſible, without incurring the

imputation of meanneſs. A regard to religion, the love of his country, and a

defire to promote the public good, will lead him to this ; leſt, by the influence of

his example, luxury ſhould be encouraged, and others carried into a train of ex

penſes, which they cannot homeſtly ſupport. In a word, the real chriſtian, though

he may poſſeſs an affluent fortune—to which you may add, if you pleaſe, a no

ble and refined taſte—is careful to keep both in due ſubordination to the honour

of God, and the good of men; and neither uſes the one, nor indulges the other, to

the detriment of civil ſociety. All, who confider the fatal effe&s and dangerous

tendency of luxury, will acknowledge, that, in this view, chriſtianity is of great

importance to the ſtate. In all rich and flouriſhing republics, ſumptuary laws

have been generally thought neceſſary : but they ſeldom fully anſwer the end de

ſigned by them. A ſtrict regard to that moderation, which chriſtianity requires,

would have much greater influence, and lay a more effectual curb on luxury,

than the moſt rigorous ſumptuary laws. How much we need the influence of re

ligion, in this particular, is too plain to admit of a doubt. If luxury be an “abuſe

of the gifts of providence,” there is certainly a great deal of it among us.

Our progreſs in this vice, has been ſo amazingly rapid, ſince the cloſe of the war,

that I could not believe it, were I not convinced by my own ſenſes. The nature

of our government, the loſſes we have ſuſtained, and the debts we have contrac

ted, in the courſe of a bloody and deſolating war, call for the ſevereſt economy

and the moſt exačt frugality ; and yet ſuch is the profuſion, prodigality, and

extravagance, which generally prevail among our citizens, that a ſagacious po

litician would be almoſt tempted to pronounce us in the laſt ſtage of political cor

ruption. As free and independent ſtates, we are but in infancy : and yet we have

many flagrant marks of a republic in rapid decline. “We have luxury and ava

rice, no uncommon conjunction; public poverty, and private opulence".” Pro

fameneſs,riot, diſſipation, and debauchery have, in many places, arrived to a height

N. O. T E.

* “ Nos habemus luxuriam atque avaritiam; publice egeſtatem, privatim opu

lentiam.” (Salluſt.) Rome had exiſted nearly 700 years before the patriot could

ſay this. In the early ages of the commonwealth, it was quite otherwiſe : “Par

triae enim rem unuſquiſque, non ſuam augere properabat; pauperque in di

vite, quam dives in paupere imperio, verſari malebat.” Valerius Max. Such is

the diſpoſition which ought to prevail among us, in this early ſtage of our repub

lic : but how far it is otherwiſe, no one can be ignorant, who is capable of the

ſmalleſt obſervation.

}
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which is truly aſtoniſhing. If, in the courſe of a few years, we be already ſo far

gone in theſe vices, who can look forward, only one century, without trembling

for poſterity Our rapid progreſs in luxury, which will naturally increaſe with

our wealth and commerce, is an alarming circumſtance, and a ſure harbinger of

impending ruin. We already begin to feel the fatal effects of our prodigality and

extravagance. It is known to all, what great numbers of our citizens are invol

ved in debt. Not a few of them are ſo irrecoverably ſunk, that they have relin

quiſhed all hopes of payment. This is generally reckoned no ſmall evil; and is,

at this moment, the ſource of infinite diſcontent and uneaſineſs in the ſtates.

Whence ariſes this evil, ſo much complained of We may, I think, pronounce

without heſitation, that an immoderate deſire of high and expenſive living is the

principal and moſt general cauſe. Our citizens ſeem to be ſeized with a ge

neral emulation to ſurpaſs each other in every article cf. expenſe. Thoſe, who

poſſeſs affluent fortunes, lead the way, and ſet the example. Others, whoſe eſtates

are not ſufficient to bear them out, madly adopt the ſame expenſive ſyſtem: and,

in order to ſupport it, contraët debts, which they have no rational proſpect of

diſcharging. All they ſeem to wiſh, is to obtain credit, to figure away, and

make a brilliant appearance at the expenſe of others. It is but too plain, that

many of them enter into engagements, without the moſt diſtant proſpect ofcom

plying with them. They make no efforts for this purpoſe; but plunge deeper and

deeper into the vortex of extravagance. If they can only indulge their fondneſs for

pleaſure, ſhow, and vanity, and ſhine upon the property of the homeſt and induſ

trious, they care not what becomes either of their creditors or their country. Rich

and ſumptuous fare—expenſive diverſions—coſtly entertainments—the pomp,pa

rade, and ſplendor of dreſs and equipage—theſe are the things, which have in

volved thouſands; and, among other miſchiefs, have obliged ſome of our legiſ

latures to ſtop the courſe of juſtice; or, at leaſt, to clog it in ſuch a manner, that

an honeſt creditor may ſtarve, before he can recover his juſt due. Indeed there

are a number of theſe deſperate debtors, who ſeem deteriained to hazard every

extreme, rather than diſcharge their lawful debts; for they are ſenſible, that, if

they do this, they muſt retrench from their luxury, and many of them be reduced

to beggary. At a certain period of the Roman republic, it was common for a bold

tribune, who aimed at popularity, to propoſe a total abolition of all debts : and if

the ruinous ſcheme of credit be continued, as in times paſt, I ſhall not be at alſ

furpriſed, if ſuch a motion be made in ſome of our aſſemblies. Something, which

appears to me nearly tantamount, hath already been done. A paper currency, on

depreciating principles, produces nearly the ſame effect. -

The weight of our taxes is alſo a matter of great complaint; and none com

plain more heavily, than thoſe who live moſt prodigally. You may hear a mau

curfing the aſſembly, and exclaiming againſt the tax, when the very filver on the

trappings of his horſe would pay his proportion of it. He can find money, to

eat, and drink, and dreſs like a gentleman : he has guineas upon guineas to

{take at a herſe-race or a gaming table: but not a farthing to pay his tax. Is.

it at all ſtrange, that men of this caſt cannot pay their public or private debts 2

If they would only retrench from their ſuperfluities, and be frugal and induſtri

ous—if they would live within the limits of their income, and obſerve thoſe

bounds of moderation, which common prudence, reaſon, and religion require—

moſt of them would find little difficulty in paying their taxes. Their extravagant

taſte for high and expenſive living, is the principal reaſon, why they cannot, or

rather will not, diſcharge their public dues. Every one who conſiders the heavy

debts we have incurred by the war, muſt be ſenſible, that a weighty tax is neceſ

£ary". Honour, juſtice, and our own real intereſt, equally require, that this debt

in C T e.

* Thoſe, who complain of the weight of our taxes, readily acknowledge the
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ſhould be diſcharged and he, who refuſes to ſacrifice a few of the luxuries, or

elegancies of life, for this purpoſe, diſcovers, in my judgment, very little of a

republican ſpirit, as well as very little regard to honour and juſtice. A few

years of economy, induſtry and frugality, would extricate us from all the diffi

culties, which ariſe from our debts, and make our public faith as reſpectable,

as it is now contemptible. But it is not my deſign to inſiſt on all the evils,

which our extravagance has already brought upon us. Every one who will on

ly reaſon a little on the ſubject, and trace effects to their cauſes, muſt be convinced

they are numerous. The deſtrućtive tendency of luxury is a beaten topic ; we

fhall not therefore repeat what hath been ſaid by ſo many excellent writers on

this ſubjećt. The hiſtory of the world points to this, as the rock on which

the ſtate veſſel has moſt commonly ſplit. It ſtands conſpicuous; and if we run

upon it with our eyes open, we deſerve to periſh. The majeſtic ruins of mighty

kingdoms and empires, preſent themſelves to our view, as an awful, but friend

ly warning of our danger from this quarter. Rome, once ſo famous for her con

tempt of wealth, her virtue, and her valour—Rome ſo renowned for the excel.

lence of her civil inſtitutions, and the wiſdom of her policy—at laſt fell a ſacrifice

to luxury. The ſpoils of Greece, and the riches of the eaſt, proved her ruin,

and overturned that mighty fabric, which it had been the work of ages to

rear. A general diſſolution of manners took place—virtue fled—vice broke in,

like an irreſiſtible torrent. -

Saevior armis

- Luxuria incubuit, vičiumque ulciſcitur orben. Juven AL.

The judicious reader muſt be ſenſible, how eaſy it would beto enlarge here,

by ſele&ting many other precepts, beſides thoſe already treated, and ſhowing their

influence on civil ſociety. -

That firićt regard to chaſtity and conjugal fidelity, which chriſtianity enjoins—

the prohibition of polygamy, which is allowed by other religions, and which

is as contrary to the intention of mature, as it is unfavourable to public happineſs—

all thoſe precepts, which point out and enforce the ſeveral duties, required of us

in the different ſtations and relations of civil and domeſtic life, particularly as

magiſtrates and ſubjećts, rulers, and ruled”—all theſe ſo evidently tend to pro

mote our happineſs in the ſocial ſtate, that it may be thought tedious and unneceſ.

tary to inſiſt upon them,

Upon the whole, what has been ſaid, is, we truſt, ſufficient to demonſtrate

how admirably the chriſtian religion is adapted to co-operate with good and

wholeſome civil laws, and how much it tends to promote the peace and happineſs

of men, in a ſtate of ſociety. Let us, for a moment, admit the ſuppoſition, that

the doćtrines of chriſtianity were firmly believed, cordially embraced, and its

N 0 T E S.

juſtice of diſcharging the debts, contračted by the war; but, at the ſame time,

allege, that very little of our money is applied this way—that our civil liſt,

which, they ſay, is enormous, ſwallows up the greater part; and, in general, that

thoſe, who have the management of our finances, laviſh out the public money,

without any regard to that ſevere economy, which our preſent ſituation requires.

I do not take upon me to ſay, that this is the caſe; but if it be, it is a ſtill far

ther proof, that the political grievances we labour under, are the conſequence

of extravagance, prodigality, and luxury. If the ſalaries of our civil officers be

too high, the evil may be eaſily traced to luxury, as the original cauſe. If the

public money be dealt out unneceſſarily, and in ſuch a manner as proves detri

mental to the ſtate, what is this but public profuſion and extravagance

* Strićtly ſpeaking, there are neither rulers nor ſubjećts in the united ſtates,

We are all confederates. Thoſe who are commonly called rulers, are more

prºpºly agents of truſtees,
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precepts diligently praćtiſed, by all our citizens ; and it may eaſily he con

ceived, what a happy effect it would have. What love, what peace and harmo

ny, what firm union, perfect order, and ready obedience to every whaleſome in

ſtitution and wiſe regulation, would then take place amongſt us ! To what an

exalted pitch of true greatneſs, glory, grandeur, and felicity might we arrive 1

The bare thought is ſufficient to tranſportevery lover of his country. It is not,

indeed, to be expected, that ſuch a ſacred regard to religion ſhould ever become

univerſal among any people; but from the effett, which would follow, on this

fuppoſition, we may ſee, that it muſt ever be produćtive of good to ſociety, as

far as it prevails. The more ſtrongly men are influenced by its motives, and

the more perfectly they are conformed to its precepts, the better members of

civil ſociety they will be : and the greater the number of ſuch in any ſtate, other

things being equal, the higher it will riſe in the ſcale of political glory and hap

Pineſs. “Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, but fin is a reproach to any people.” As

wice degrades a nation, renders them contemptible, and at laſt terminates in pub

lic miſery and ruin - ſo virtue, which is the neceſſary reſult of piety, exalts,

annobles, and leads them to true ſubſtantial glory and felicity.

'Tis fix’d by fate irrevocably fix’d

Virtue and vice are empire's life and death. Young.

(To be continued.)

-3-3-><><><><-->

THE N E G R O EQUALLED BY FEW E U RoPEANs.

Tranſlated from the French.-Continued from page 153.

-- HERE is then,” ſaid I, “among the Europeans a claſs of men ſo de

graded, as not to bluſh at the inhumanity of their countryment"

* Ah you do not know the eloquence of avarice. She borrows the voice and

colours of fiction. Fićtion gilds your chains; denies you almoſt every quality of

men, to ennoble the pretended charity of your deſpots towards you; ſwells the liſt

of dangers which they encounter to procure you; exaggerates the cruelty which

you exerciſe on the white people who fall into your hands, and the ſtupid inſenſi

bility of your ſovereigns who deliver you up for trifles which we deſpiſe, Thus

does ſhe ſeduce our monarchs by inſinuating that this commerce aggrandizes

their power; our great men, by multiplying the ſources of their enjoyments;

our people, by infečting them with the errors, which cloſe their credulous minds

to pity; thus does ſhe betray even religion itſelf; and, by ſhowing ſome of you

to her, as objećts of her dominion, compels her to conſecrate the injuries with

which injuſtice overwhelms you.”—“Weak as theſe reaſons are, at leaſt the

are excuſes which falſehood may employ to palliate avalice : and I feel they may

impoſe on people who enjoy the fruits of our ſlavery, without knowing the an

guiſh which thoſe produćtions coſt us. But lying has no excuſe. I coſt your fa

ther nothing. I implored his humanity; nothing further. Was his charaćter

formed of unalloyed barbarity ? he might have refuſed my requeſt; have ſent me

back; and this ſhould have been ſufficient for his cruel propenſity. But chains !

ſlavery ſhame Oh, Ferdinand 1 the lions of our foreſt tear us; we kill them;

but if they be not impelled by hunger, they do not ſeize upon us for future

wants.”—“Alas! my dear Itanoko, when long abuſe, when luxury has taken

the place of virtues, there is no point to which man confines himſelf; he dares

everything; he excuſes every thing.”

“I will tell you a truth, Ferdinand ; it may be harſh; but, pardon me, I can

not diffimulate. If riches, which offer the means of ſolacing human miſeries, have

ſerved to harden your minds—if the ſciences, whoſe objećt is to enlighten men,

have but increaſed your pride—if your compºſionate religion has ro influence

on your hearts—you muſt be the moſt vile, the moſt corrupt of men I To poſ
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ropeans, who think they diſhonour themſelves by admitting us to their ſociety :

but it was debauchery alone gave him this apparent philoſophy. It depended then

ſolely on my pleaſure to be always with him ; but his amuſements were too far

removed from my taſte, to permit me to accept of an equality, to which my

principles muſt have been ſacrificed ; I ſtood aloof, with a reſerve which my ſi

tuation ſeemed to require : and I was proud to have preſerved my inclinations

pure, and not to have ſtained the dignity of man by the condition of ſlavery.

(To be continued.)

—sessessesse

#ſay on the influence of religion in civil ſociety. By the rev. Thomas Reeſe, A. M.

paſtor of the third preſbyterian congregation in Salem, South Carolina. Written

anno 1735.—Continued from page 205.

in U M B E R xv.

I. religion be of that importance to the ſtate, which we have been endeavour

ing to prove, it certainly merits the public attention ; and thoſe, who are

engaged in the arduous and important taſk of government, ought to avail them

ſelves of its force, to give vigour to the operation, and facilitate the execution,

&f wiſe and wholeſome laws. The moſt intelligent of my readers will perhaps blame

me for taking ſo much pains, to prove what very few either doubt or deny. To

this I can only ſay, that, how well ſoever the truths inſiſted upon are known and

believed, it is clear they have been too much over-looked : and if what has been

offered, may ſerve, in any meaſure, to draw the public attention to this impor

tant object, I ſhall not regret the labour I have beſtowed. All our politicians

will readily grant, that the morality of the people is a matter of no ſmall mo

ment, eſpecially in republics: but many of them ſeem to forget the inſeparable

£onnexion between religion and morality. They appear not ſufficiently ſenſible,

how impoſſible it is, to preſerve purity of morals among the people at large, even

in the lax political ſenſe of that expreſſion, without a ſenſe of religion. A com

plete morality, independent of all religion, is merely viſionary; and never, in fact,

exiſted. It is the dream of theory ſpinners, and the unmeaning language of petty

profligate politicians. The neceſſity of morality to the commonwealth being

once granted, the neceſſity of religion will unavoidably follow; and certainly that

which is neceſſary, not only to the well-being, but to the very exiſtence of ci

vil ſociety, muſt be worthy the attention of civil rulers. Without entering into

any Siſpute relative to the power of civil magiſtrates in religious concerns, we

lay it down as certain, that they may do much for the ſupport and encou

£agement of religion, without the leaſt encroachment on the prerogatives of thoſe,

who are more immediately entruſted with the government of the church. They

may, and ought to do much by their pious example, which, in perſons of high

rank and authority, has an amazing weight and influence. They may, without

any invaſion of the rights of conſcience, take meaſures for the inſtrućtion of ſub

jects in the important doćtrines and precepts of chriſtianity, which ſo evidently

tend to the ſafety of the body politic. If meaſures of this nature were ever me.

aeſſary in any government, they are ſo in the united ſtates. Great numbers of

our citizens are ignorant of religion to a degree, which is equally aſtoniſhing

and deplorable. Whole ſettlements may be found, where but very few can ſo

imuch as read the ſcriptures. There are ſome hundreds,-one might venture to

ſay, ſome thouſands-of young perſons growing up anong us, almoſt as igno

rant of the God who made them, as the Hottentots of Africa. Inſtrućted in no

eme duty, which they owe either to God or man, is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, they

will ever become good citizens or uſeful members of the community Brought

up, as many of them are, in the moſt abject poverty, and the act crimial
Vol. IX. No. W. a 9 . . . . . . . -



266 s E L E et s p r rose. - [May,

idleneſs, and taught no kind of employment, by which they can procure an

honeſt ſubſiſtence; muſt we not expećt they will prove peſts of ſociety Re

ſtrained by no obligations of virtue or religion, ſtimulated by want, and ſharpen

ed by keen neceſſity, they give us but too much reaſon to expect, that in maturer

years, they will be conſpicuous for their vices, immorality, and diſhoneſty. Do

we not find in fact, that theſe ſettlements, where idleneſs, ignorance, and irreli

gion, moſt prevail, are at once the ſeminaries and aſylums of public offenders *.

Here the laws are not executed at all, or with the greateſt difficulty ; and in

ſome of them, the people are ſcarcely one degree above downright barbariſm.

Is there any other method to bring them out of this ſtate, and make them ho

neſt and worthy citizens, but the diffuſing knowledge among them, and inſtruc

ting their children in the principles of religion and morality And is not this an

objećt worthy of the public attention ? Excluſive of that compaſſion to the ſouls

of men, which ſhould ſtrongly operate with thoſe who profeſs themſelves chriſ

tians, our own peace and happineſs as a political body evidently require it. If pa.

rents either cannot, or will not provide for, and educate their children in a pro

pes manner, it would certainly be juſt and expedient, to take them out of their

hands, and have them brought up in ſuch a way, as might afford ſome ration

al proſpect of their being uſeſul to ſociety. This would be, at once, an act of

charity and compaſſion to the children, and highly beneficial to the ſtate.

One principal reaſon, why ignorance is ſo prevalent among our citizens, is the

want of public teachers, properly qualified, to inſtruct them in the doćtrines

and precepts of chriſtianity. If our country were properly ſupplied with able,

pious, and faithful miniſters, this would, doubtleſs, be one of the moſt promiſ

ing means to diffuſe religious knowledge, ſtem the torrent of vice, and promote

the pračtice of piety and virtue. Without attempting to prove, I make no ſcru

ple boldly to affirm, that the preaching of the goſpel, in its genuine purity and
fimplicity, is the moſt powerful mean to reform the manners of men. If ſo, is

it reaſonable to expect, that a reformation will take place, while this mean is .

negle&ted 2 Can we rationally hope, that a ſenſe of religion will be kept alive

in the hearts of men, when there are none among them, whoſe ſtated buſineſs it

is, to explain its doćtrines, and inculcate its precepts It is the appointment of

the great Author of our religion, that there ſhould be ſuch an order of men.

And when they condućt themſelves with that gravity and dignity, which be

come their office—when they are zealous, aćtive, and diligent, in preaching,

inſtrućting, reproving—and, by their holy and exemplary lives, give weightand

influence to their doćtrines—we are authoriſed to expect the moſt ſalutary ef

fe&ts from their miniſtrations. Had we a ſufficient number of ſuch clergymen

fixed in the different parts of the united ſtates, it would be a fingular bleſfing,

and greatly facilitate the execution of our laws. Were this the caſe, we might

expect, that our citizens would be more generally enlightened in the nature and

end of government, and the ſeveral duties they owe to ſociety, and more ſenſi

ble of the neceſſity of order in the body politic, and of ſubmiſſion to all thoſe

civil ordinances, which are ſubſervient to the common good.—Virtue would be

more countenanced and promoted, vice more diſcouraged, and a ſtronger curb

laid on the licentious and profane. -

But how are ſuch clergymen to be obtained how ſupported 2–Here reſts

the grand difficulty. We do not take upon us to dićtate. We point out the in

fluence of religion on civil ſociety—the need we have of that influence; and give

one reaſon, why we are ſo deficient in the knowledge and practice of chriſ

tianity. -

It may, however, be obſerved, that the moſt probable means of furniſhing

our country with uſeful paſtors, is to promote learning, and educate pious and

promifing youths among ourſelves. The encouragement of literature, on this,

º
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and many other accounts, ſhould be confidered as a very capital objećt of public

attention in America. It is neither for our honour, nor our intereſt, to have our

learned departments filled up with foreigners. How far this is the caſe none can

be ignorant. In ſome of the ſouthern ſtates, there is ſcarcely a fingle clergyman,

who is a native. Of the few miniſters in theſe ſtates, it is to be lamented, that

fome are not ſo well qualified, in point of literature, as the importance of their

office would require. Some of theſe are, no doubt, uſeful but if their learn

ing equalled their piety and zeal, they would certainly be much more ſo; and

religion would be more ſolid and rational, than it is at preſent, in many places.

The moſt able and judicious of theſe are ſenſible of the diſadvantages they la

bour under, and lament their want of a liberal education: but at the ſame time,

urge the difficulty of obtaining it, and the deplorable ignorance which pre

vails, as their excuſe for aſſuming the charaćter of public inſtrućtors. And in

truth, confidering the ſtate of learning to the ſouthward, and the ſcarcity of reli

gious teachers, this argument appears to me to have no ſmall weight. If ſuch

preachers were capable of nothing further than to inculcate the doćtrine of a

future ſtate—and preſs upon men the neceſſity of moral and ſocial duties, even

this would be of no ſmall utility to the ſtate. It requires but little knowledge to

inſtruct many of our citizens; and thoſe, who can only read the ſcriptures in their

own language, may do much good in many parts of the country, by teaching

the groſsly ignorant, and reforming the notoriouſly vicious. After all, it muſt

be confeſſed, that they would be much more uſeful, were their knowledge more

enlarged, and their education more liberal ; and if a method could be deviſed, to

make learning cheap and convenient, this would be more generally the caſe.

This is the point, at which we ought to aim, and the moſt ſpirited efforts ſhould

be made for this purpoſe. While learning continues ſo expenſive, as it is at pre

ſent among us, we cannot expe&t it to become general. The more opulent only

will be able to give their ſons a liberal education ; and there is little probability

that any conſiderable number of theſe will devote themſelves to the ſervice of the

church".

in U M B E R xvi.

T is the opinion of many, that the beſt way to ſupply ourſelves with clergy

men, is to encourage their emigration from Great Britain and Ireland. In

our provincial ſtate, this plan was not altogether ineligible. but, in our preſent cir

cumſtances, I think there are ſtrcmg political objećtions againſt it. An important

revolution has taken place. We are now an independent people, and have re

jećted the government of Great Britain, as equally, odious and intolerable.

Thoſe men, whom it is propoſed to bring in among us, are the ſubjećts of king

George III; and, in juſtice to them, it is to be ſuppoſed they are loyal ſubjećts.

Their education has a deep tinéture of the government, under which they

have lived. They have been brought up, with that predilećtion for monar

No T £,

• If, as ſome think, our governments tend to ariſtocracy, were learning pro

perly diffuſed, it might, I think, ſerve to counteračt this tendency in ſome mea

ure. In a republic, offices of high truſt and preferment ought to be rotatory, and

diffuſed as much as poſſible. If learning be confined to a few of the moſt wealthy,

it will naturally tend to keep theſe offices in a few hands : the conſequence of which

will be, that the rich and learned few will rule and oppreſs the poor and ignorant

many. Every proud politic ariſtocrat knows, that if he can keep a people in po

verty and ignorance, he can ride them at pleaſure; and will therefore ſtrenuouſly

oppoſe every attempt of the legiſlature, to put learning upon ſuch a footing, that

i may be acquired by thoſe of lower rank.
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chy, and that ſuperſtitious reverence for royalty, and the high-ſounding title of

king, which is uſual in regal governments. Can we reaſonably expect, that men

of this deſcription will generally have the ſame ſtrong attachment to our country,

the ſame high reſpect for our republican forms of government, as thoſe who are

educated among us, and have imbibed the principles and ſpirit of freedom and in

dependerce, with the milk of their mothers have we any ground to hope, that

they will ſhow the ſame zeal, for the ſupport and proſperity of our free conſtitu

tions, as the natives of America, whoſe fathers have ſuffered ſo much for their

eſtabliſhment . . . . . . . ~ * - . *:

Some of theſe gentlemen, who have ventured to croſs the Atlantic, fince the

eſtabliſhment of peace, and are now in queſt of ſettlements among us, make

no ſcruple to declare their hatred and contempt of our government; and to ex

preſs their great regret that the revolution ever took place. “Better,” ſay they,

“we had ſtill continued our connexion with England :--we would have now been

a much more happy people.” That they ſhould hold ſuch language is not at all

furpriſing. It is the matural reſult of their education, and of the prejudices which

hang about them in favour of a kingly government; and how plainly it tends to

embroil our government, and facilitate our return to a ſervile dependence on Great

Britain, is ſufficiently obvious. Others, who have more prudence, and better

know how to accommodate themſelves to their intereſt, are filent on the matter.

Few, if any of them, diſcover that cordial approbation of our government, or

intereſt themſelves in our welfare, with that ardour which we find in true repub

licans. Indeed it would be unreaſonable to expect it. Suppoſe a confiderable

number of theſe foreign clergymen ſettled in different parts of the union—ſup

poſe them to be as reſpečtable, as men of their funètion ought to be—and to

have that influence on the minds of their people, which is neceſſary to render

them uſeful—it is eaſy, 'I think, to ſee what might be the confequence to the

fate. How weak ſoever this objećtion may appear to ſome, it ſhows, at leaſt,

that, in a political view, it is moſt eligible to have a clergy well affected to our

government: and the moſt probable method of obtaining ſuch, is to promote

learning in our own country. . . . . . . . . . . . . ." .

As to the method of ſupporting our clergy, it ſeems to be the moſt general

- opinion, eſpecially among thoſe formerly called diffenters, that'it ſhould be by

the free contributions of the people. And indeed no other mode appears more

eligible, where people are generally ſenſible of the utility of religion, and diſ

poſed to contribute, according to their abilities, for its ſupport. It ought, how

ever, to be conſidered, that in many parts of America, the people have ſcarcely

any idea of the neceſſity and importance of religion; and conſequently will not

exert themſelves either to obtain or ſupport public teachers. And yet, theſe are

the people who moſt need inſtrućtion: What is to be done in this caſe ? Can

nothing, confiſtent with juſtice and the rights of conſcience, be attempted by

civil authority, to oblige perſons of this deſcription to contribute to the ſupport

of religion If religion be of that utility to government, which we have been

endeavouring to ſhow, it will certainly follow, that every citizen reaps advan

tage from it, in a political view ; and therefore, ought to contribute for its

fupport. Nor is there any more injuſtice, in obliging him to this by law, than

in obliging him to pay a public tax, for the ſupport of government : becauſe

religion is abſolutely neceſſary to government; and were it not for this, he would

be deprived of thoſe benefits, which he enjoys from the ſocial union. We may,

therefore, venture to affirm, that every member of civil ſociety ought, and may

be juſtly obliged by law, to pay ſomething for the ſupport of religion. Nor will

there be any juſt cauſe of complaint, with reſpe&t to conſcience, provided every

one be left at liberty to pay to whatever denomination of the clergy he pleaſes

We do not take upon us to affirm, that ſuch a law ought to be made ſome dif
* , -
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£cuſties would probably ariſe, in the execution of it. We only ſhow, that ſuch

a law would have nothing in it unjuſt, were it thought expedient. If properly

executed, it would, I think, have at leaſt one good effect; it would excite peo

ple to make ſome efforts to obtain fixed clergymen among themſelves. It is ea

4y to foreſee, that avarice on the one hand, and contempt of religion on the other,

will rake up many objections againſt this plan ; but as we only iuſt throw out

the hint, and are far from being ſanguine on the matter, we ſhall not, at preſent,

take any notice of theſe. There is, however, one objećtion, which, with me,

has no ſmall weight, and which, no doubt, will operate ſtrongly with all thoſe,

who wiſh well to religion. If the law propoſed, could be ſo framed and executed,

as to afford ſupport and encouragement only to the pious, ſober, and diligent of

all denominations, it would certainly be of fingular ſervice to the ſtate ; but

the great danger is, that in ſome particular inſtances, thoſe of the oppoſite cha

raēter would probably be ſupported and encouraged. Could matters be ſo ma

ºnaged, as to guard againſt this, I ſhould not heſitate a moment to pronounce

fuch a law highly expedient and ſalutary. This may, perhaps, be difficult; and

could I think it abſolutely impracticable, I would be one of the laſt men in

America, to propoſe, or conſent to, a law of this nature. It would be an in

tolerable hardſhip, indeed, to be obliged to give our money for the maintenance

of idle, ignorant, or vicious eccleſiaſtics. But however true this may be, if thoſe,

who ſo violently oppoſe every other mode of ſupporting religion, but by vo

luntary contribution, would properly confider the ſituation of our country,

‘and what vaſt numbers there are among us, who neither do nor will aſſiſt in

maintaining the teachers of religion, unleſs they be compelled by law—if, I ſay,

they would confider theſe, and many other things, which might be urged, they

would not wholly reprobate every attempt to encourage religion at the public

charge: Chriſtianity is the beſt religion in the world. There is no other ſo well

adapted to the genius of a free and independent people, ſo favourable to liber

ty and the natural rights of men ; nor is there any other which ſo commodi

diouſly falls in with that form of government, which we have pitched upon,

the ſupreme end and ſole object of which is the common good. Tyranny and

oppreſſion of every kind are condemned by its precepts, and utterly repugnant

to its ſpirit. It muſt be corrupted, abuſed, and perverted, before it can be brought

to ſpeak the language of deſpotiſm, and give countenance to arbitrary power.

There is not a deſpotic government on the face of the earth, where it prevails in

any confiderable degree of purity. We ought not, therefore, to ſpare a little coſt

and pains to ſupport and encourage a religion ſo friendly to equal government

and laws; and which ſo dire&ly tends to promote the great deſigns of the

American revolution. A ſufficient number of uſeful paſtors might be ſup.

ported, with but very little expenſe to the public. I am none of thoſe, who wiſh

to heap wealth upon eccleſiaſtics, and make them wholly independent of the

people. This would be highly impolitic, and the ready way to deſtroy thir

uſefulneſs, by making them proud, luxurious, indolent, and negligent of their

duty. But they certainly ought to have what is ſufficient to keep them above

that contempt, which, unhappily, among us, is too often conne&ted with a cer

tain degree of homeſt poverty. It requires little leſs than the reſolution of a

martyr, to undertake the ſacred employment, where a man has no reaſonable

proſpect of a maintenance for himſelf and his family. When the road to wealth

and honour lies open to gentlemen of a liberal education, in ſo many other ways,

we cannot reaſonably expett, that many of them will prefer an employment,

from watch they can look for little elſe in this world but poverty and contempt.

This is very much the caſe at preſent; and many perſons ſeem to expe&t, th; t

men will ſacrifice every earthly confideration, to the defire of ſaving ſouls. It

would be well, if they could find a ſufficient number of this temper; but as
wº-. . .”

- - -



*70 s r. 1, E cºre p PR os E. "[May

ſchriſtianity requires no ſuch ſacrifice, and gives thoſe, who preach the goſpel, a

right to live by the goſpel, few, I believe, will think it their duty to relinquiſh

that right, and engage in a work, at once ſo arduous and painful, without ſome

-hope of a comfortable ſubſiſtence. If, therefore, we would enjoy thoſe advan

tages which flow from religion, we muſt give proper encouragement to its mi

miſters; and ſupport them in ſuch a manner that the proſpe&t of extreme indi

gence may not deter them from entering into the ſacred office. And if our citi

2ens had a proper ſenſe of the importance of religion, even in a political view,

they would think it no great hardſhip to contribute their part for this purpoſe.

(To be concluded in our next.)

-3×3×º3-e3->—

THE Folly of AFF Ect ATI on.

By the rev. mr. joſeph Lathrºp, of Springfield, Maſſachuſetts.

r; ‘OTHING conduces more to render a perſon agreeable,than eaſy and graceful

UN manners. That our manners may be graceful, they muſt be natural; for ačti

ans, that are forced, are ſtiff and awkward, and therefore diſguſtful. The uſe of

education is, not to transform, but to poliſh nature, and to eradicate accidental ill

habits. The ſame geſtures in behaviour, and the ſame tone of voice in ſpeaking,

that might be agreeable enough in one perſon, would offend in another; becauſe,

being differently formed, they muſt, while they follow nature, ſpeak and ačt dif

ſerently. Affectation is an attempt to be, or appear to be ſomething different from

tourſelves, and to aſſume graces, in our behaviour and converſation, of which we are

.not capable. It is the ſame thing in manners, as hypocriſy in religion. It is a

folly chiefly incident to youth; it generally wears off, by age and acquain

tance with mankind. It is always diſguſtful, not only as it is unnatural, but eſ

pecially as it indicates a trifling vanity of mind. It uſually takes its riſe from a

fondneſs to imitate ſome perſon, that is admired for ſuperior accompliſhments. It

is commonly blind and undiſcerning, and adopts the infirmities and peculiarities

of the perſon admired, as readily, as his beauties and graces.

Curiatus is a gentleman of rank and fortune. His form is comely, his aſpect

engaging, and his natural good ſeaſe and lively genius are much improved, by a

polite education, and an extenſive knowledge of the world. He can be agreeable

in all companies, without deſcending to the vices or follies of any.

In converſation, he is always entertaining and inſtrućtive, never aſſuming or

loquacious. He can be humorous, without departing from innocence; and wit

ty, without ridiculing religion, or aſperfing charaćters. He never mortifies any

in his company, by ſeeming indifferent to what they ſay, nor offends them by di

re&t contradićtion; he rather infinuates, than impoſes his ſentiments. His lan

guage is pure and accurate, but not laboured; his temper is calm, but not un

feeling; his behaviour is reſpectful, but not fawning. Stolidus is a youth of fa

mily and fortune; but his genius, taſte and education riſe not above mediocrity.

He is little acquainted with books, leſs with men; his form is clumſy, and his

manners ſtiff; yet he is intolerably vain; and ambitious of nothing ſo much, as

to be thought a polite gentleman. Curiatus is the admiration of all his acquain

tances; and for this reaſon Stolidus admires him too, and employs all his atten

tion to ſpeak and act like him. When he walks, he ſtrains every muſcle, to imi

tate Curiatus's natural and eaſy gait. He cocks his hat in the ſame manner, and

elevates it the ſame number of degrees. He could ſmile or laugh decently e

nough, if he would be content to do it naturally; but affectation has changed

his laugh into neighing, and his ſmiles into grinning. He ſlabbers his clothes a

dozen times in an evening, by his fruitleſs efforts to ſpit like Curiatus; and ex

hauſts the glands of his mouth, by continual excretions, becauſe Curiatus has a

habit of ſpitting frequently. When he talks, he uſually makes bad grammar, and

-A
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ef an honeſt man.”—“Forbear to accuſe him. If he have done thus, it was

becauſe he was compelled to do ſo. I rely on his virtues—not on appear

ances.” - - -

“I could not but look on him with ſurpriſe and reſpe&t. “Do you wonder

to find common ſenſe in a negro " ſaid he. “Perhaps ſo; here you are ſurroun.

ded by negroes, and no people know them leſs than you do. They tell me, not

withſtanding, that you decide boldly on the character of negro nations. You

muſt be infatuated ; who ever thought of judging of a man who is free by a

ſlave º’” . . - - - - -

“You ſee, my dear Itanoko, here was a noble diſplay of innocence, frank

neſs, and fimplicity. The number of my viſits to this youth ſerved to confirm

my eſteem for him. I ſaw his judge. He appeared to be informed of the truth.

I planly repreſented to him, that this man had committed no crime; and that in

condemning him, he would condemn innocence. “What would you have me do?"

ſaid he. “I am preſſed by the law ; all I can do is to delay the proceedings,

Meanwhile, ſee his adverſary. Let him defiſt from the proſecution; and I will

be eager to reſtore this unfortunate youth to liberty.” “Who is the proſecu.

tor "ſaid I. “A young man of vitiated manners, anſwered the judge; “but

of an eſteemed family. It is Theodore de C .” - :

“You will feel how the name afflićted me. My reſpect for Honoria, for her

venerable father, increaſed my zeal to ſpare their family the ſhame of a crime

with which Theodore would ſtain it. I viſited him; ſaw him often ; preſſed him;
but in vain. He was deaf to reaſon, humanity, and religion. - • ,

“ Theſe obſtacles gave further energy to my reſolution. I determined to in

form Honoria and her fathér of the ačt of violence, which Theodore had com

mitted, at the hazard of all the uneaſineſs which it might cauſe them ; every

confideration finking, in my judgment, before the ſuperior obligation of prevent

ing a deed of injuſtice. I was about to execute this reſolve, when chance pre

fented to me another mode which ſeemed to be infallible.” . . . * ,

- - (To be continued.)

Eſſay on the influence of religion in civil ſociety. By the rev. Thos. Reeſe, A. M.

* paſtor of the preſbyterian church at Salem, in South Carolina.—Written anno

1785.-Concluded from page 270. . . . . - • *,*, *, - -

- the sixteenth AND Last NUMBER.

HAT others think of it, I know not ; but to me it appears clearer than

* the ſun, that we can never be a great, happy, or reſpectable people, while

religion is generally deſpiſed and neglected among us. A general corruption of

morals, will always be the conſequence of a general contempt of religion. The

more irreligious a people are, the more vicious ; and the more vicious, generally

fpeaking, the more miſerable. However ſlowly vice may operate, in the end it

brings ſure and inevitable perdition on the body politic. I hear ſome of my coun

trymen bewailing our political factions and civil diffenſions; others lamenting the

precarious ſtate of our trade, the ſcarcity of money, and the weight of our taxes:

but, I confeſs, none of all theſe appears to me half ſo alarming as our rapid pro

greſs in vice. Faëtion, tumult, and inteſtine commotions, may be compared to
certain acute and violent diſeaſes, which, for a fliort time, cruelly ravage the hu

man frame; yet, where the conſtitution is good, a criſis is frequently made, the

diſorder thrown off; and the body reſtored to its priſtine health and vigour;

but vice, like a deadly poiſon, ſometimes ſlow, but always ſure in its operation,

infects every member of the political body, corrupts the whole maſs, and iſſues,

in certain deſtruction. Many, who wiſh well to their country, are greatlyalarm".
***
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ed with the dread of an ariſtocracy, and ſeem to think, that nothing is ſo much

to be feared, as the undue influence of a few wealthy and aſpiring gentlemen,

who, as they imagine, are eager to engroſs all the power into their own hands.

I will not affirm that we are in no danger from this quarter. Some of our go

vernments naturally tend to ariſtocracy; and we cannot be too careful to guard

againſt the encroachments of power, and watch over thoſe privileges which we

have ſo dearly purchaſed. But truſt me, my dear countrymen, it is not a mat

ter of much moment to a people ſunk in vice, what their form of government

is. None can make them happy. There is a certain point of moral corruption,

to which if we once arrive, we can no longer exiſt as a republic. A revolution

muſt then of conſequence take place, and ſome other kind of government, bet.

ter ſuited to our circumſtances, and the ſpirit of the people, muſt be adopted.

There is a degree of vice, which utterly debaſes hunan nature, and renders

men incapable either to think, or judge, or act for themſelves. When they come

to this, they are prepared for ſlavery, and it is neceſſary, perhaps beſt for them,

to have a maſter. The hiſtory of the moſt noted republics ſhows how vain muſt

be all the efforts of a few virtuous men, to ſupport a failing conſtitution and pre

ſerve the liberties of a nation, when once that virtue, which is the baſis of free

dom, and the very ſoul of a democracy, is no more. When Ceſar paſſed the Rubi

con, he ſaw that Rome muſt have a maſter—and why not Caeſar, as well as ano

ther The virtuous and gallant ſpirit of Brutus could not brook this maſ

ter. He thought, that, by ſacrificing the tyrant, he could aboliſh the tyranny,

and reſtore the republic—but he found himſelf miſtaken. The ſacrifice was not

acceptable to the people. The Roman ſpirit was departed; and inſtead of reſum

ihg their liberty, they ungratefully roſe up againſt their deliverers. A ſecond tri

umvirate was formed, worſe than the firſt; and the lords of the world ſlaviſhly

ſurrendered their liberties into the hands of a boy. We are ſurpriſed at this;

but it was perhaps the beſt thing they could do, as circumſtances then ſtood.

* There is, therefore, no other way to preſerve our liberty, but by preſerving
Cllr W11’tue. : . . . . . . • * - - - * * *

Whatever ſecondary props may riſe,

From politics, to build the public peace,

The baſis is the manners of the land.

When rotten theſe, the politician's wiles

But ſtruggle with deſtruction; as a child

With giants huge; or giants with a Jove, YouNo.

Suffer me then, my dear countrymen, to addeſs you with all ſeriouſneſs on

this ſubject. After having diſplayed ſo much virtue and valour, in the courſe of

a moſt arduous and trying ſtruggle—and at laſt, through the ſignal interpoſition

of heaven, brought our affairs to ſuch a happy iſſue—what a reproach will it

be to us, if, by ſuffering ourſelves to be effeminated with luxury, and plunged

in vice, we tarniſh áll that glory, which we have acquired, and loſe the fruits of

ſo much blood and treaſure Would you preſerve thoſe liberties, which have

been bought with the blood of thouſands of your brave countrymen 2–Be vir

tuous-would you riſe to that ſummit of glory and felicity, which was the end

of your ſeparation from Great Britain –Promote religion; and endeavour to

ſtem that torrent of vice, which threatens to break in upon us, and to blaſt all

thoſe ſanguine hopes, which animated us to do and ſuffer ſo much in the cauſe

of freedom. Let the rich and the great uſe their influence to encourage purity of

morals, and inſpire their fellow-citizens with thoſe ſentiments of religion and

virtue, which are ſo abſolutely neceſſary to our political welfare. How happy

would it be for us, if ſuch would confider, how much it is in their power, to

ſuppreſs vice, and promote the cauſe of virtue ! Were I permitted to addreſs them

with freedom, it would be in the following ſtrain. * - - -



326 - S E L E C T E D PR os E. [June,’

Gentlemen,

You owe an immenſe debt to your country. Providence has placed you in an

exalted ſtation. Your wealth and rank make you reſpe&table; your gentle and

commanding manners, give an irreſiſtible force and charm to your example. In

perſons of your rank, virtue and religion appear in the moſt lovely and alluring

forms. As you, of all men, have it moſt in your power to ſpread the infection

of vice, and corrupt the manners of the multitude : ſo none can more

effectually recommend piety and virtue, or more ſucceſsfully reſtrain the li

centious and profligate. Only ſet the example—we are ready to follow

you. You are no ſtrangers to the influence of a court on the morals of a

kingdom. What courts are in monarchies, you are in a republic: you

give the tone and tinëture to our manners; and if you be diſſolute in

your morals, and profligate in your lives, the infe&tion will in time ſpread

through all inferior ranks, and corrupt the whole maſs of the people.

Do you profeſs yourſelves lovers of your country —Do you defire its proſ.

perity —Do you wiſh to ſee the the laws reſpected and good order preſerved

—And are you convinced that purity of morals, and conſequently religion, is ne

ceſſary for that purpoſe?—Lead the way then ; ſhow us a pattern, that we may

dare to imitate; and uſe that influence and authority which heaven has put into

your hands, ſo that you may be “a terror to evil-doers, and a praiſe to thoſe

that do well.” This is the only road to true honour and renown; this is the moſt

effectual way to advance the glory of your country, to make your names reſpec

table while you live, and your memory dear to poſterity.

But I wiſh not to confine this addreſs to thoſe only of high rank and figure :

permit me, therefore, my dear countrymen, to call upon you all, of whatever

rank, charaćter, or ſtation, to lend your aid; and by your example and influ

ence, to do your utmoſt, for the ſuppreſſion of vice and the encouragement of vir

tue. There is none of you in a ſtation ſo low, or circumſtances ſo obſcure, as to

put it wholly out of your power to contribute, in ſome degree, for this purpoſe.

The longer I conſider the ſubjećt, the more fully I am convinced of the fatal ef.

fe8ts of vice, and the abſolute neceſſity of piety and purity of morals, in order

to make us a great and happy people : and there is no other way in which you

can more effe&tually promote the proſperity of your country, than by the ºraćtice

of theſe. Do you love your country —Do you defire to diſcharge the debt you

owe to ſociety.?—Do you wiſh to be happy here, and enjoy eternal felicity here

after —Show your reſpe&t for that religion you profeſs; and endeavour to con

form your lives to the precepts of chriſtianity. “True religion always en.

larges the heart, and ſtrengthens the ſocial tie.” If you be good chriſtians, you

can never fail of being good citizens.

The God of heaven hath favoured us with many fingular bleſfings. He has

given us many advantages, which no other people on the face of the earth have

ever enjoyed; and if we improve theſe advantages in a proper manner, we may

ſoon be the wonder and envy of the world. But if we forget the kind hand

which covered us in the hour of danger, and condućted us through a ſea of

troubles, to the calm haven of peace and ſecurity—if we abuſe the gifts of

providence—turn our liberty to licentiouſneſs—and provoke the vengeance of

heaven by our daring impiety, and ſhocking immoralities—what can we expe&t,

but that a righteous God will give us up to the fatal conſequences of our own

vices, and inflićt upon us that puniſhment which we juſtly deſerve Hath

he ſo viſibly and remarkably interpoſed in our behalf-wrought ſo many deli

verances for us—and poured out ſo many bleſfings upon us?—and ſhall we, by

our ingratitude and abuſe of his diſtinguiſhing mercies, provoke him to with

draw them from us, and hold us up to the world, as a monument of what as
-

" - - - ---
-
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impious and ungrateful people may expea from his hand? Forbid it, my coun

trymen I Forbid it, gratitude —Forbid it, heaven!

THE reader has now my ideas on the ſubjećt. They are ſubmitted to the

candour of my countrymen.

If it ſhould be thought, that, in ſome places, the dark fide of things is expoſ.

ed, I can honeſtly ſay, that, in this, my deſign was good. To awaken my fel

low-citizens to a ſenſe of their danger, and thus excite them more carefully to

guard againſt it, was my motive ; and, I hope, will be my excuſe. Born in

America, the author yields to none, in attachment to his country, of which he

can ſay, perhaps with greater fincerity, than father Paul of Venice, effo per

petua. He has been the companion of his countrymen in tribulation, has ſhar

ed in the dangers, and ſeverely felt the effects of a diſtreſſing war; and counts

it his glory and happineſs, to have contributed his part towards bringing for

ward a revolution unequalled in the annals of the world. Content in obſcurity,

and unambitious of wealth or fame—if ever he had a ſincere wiſh, or breathed

an ardent prayer, it is, that this revolution may be produćtive of thoſe happy

conſequences to which it has opened ſo fair a proſpect, not only to Ameri

cans, but the whole human race. This he is fully perſuaded, never will, never

can be the cafe, unleſs piety and virtue be reſpećted and pračtiſed. And if the

candid and judicious ſhall only pronounce this, a well-meant, though they ſhould

think it a weak attempt to promote theſe, and, by conſequence, the happineſs of

his country—he will reſt ſatisfied, and ſubmit to their decifian, with filence and

reſpect.

*3-><i><i><i><re3->

T H O U G-H. T S O N D I V E R S I O N S.

By the rev. Joſeph Lathrop, of Springfield, Maſſachuſetts.

Nimairum ſapere eſtabječtis utile mugis;

Et tempeſtivum pueris concedere ludum.

O condemn diverſions in the groſs, is to contradićt nature; to give them

an unlimited licence, is to confront reaſon. The human mind is too large,

to be ſatisfied with mere trifles; but too weak to bear continual exertion. It

needs ſeaſons of relaxation, as well as the body.

The love of novelty and variety is a natural and a uſeful paſſion. As one

unvaried poſture, or the ſame courſe of labour, ſoon fatigues the body; ſo one

ſteady train of thought, an unremitting attention to, and purſuit of the ſame ob

jećt, ſoon tires the mind. As the body ſeeks reſt, by changing its poſture or

manner of exerciſe, ſo the mind ſeeks refreſhment, by ſuſpending its attention,

or varying its ſubject. The love of variety anſwers valuable purpoſes; it is a

ſtimulus of invention, a ſpring of enterpriſe, a principle, that leads to many

important diſcoveries. If we were always content in the ſame beaten track, we

never ſhould ſtrike out new paths.

Diverſions, well choſen, not only afford preſent refreſhment to body and

mind, but contribute to the health and vigour of both, and conſequently in

creaſe our happineſs and uſefulneſs.

As we are naturally fond of ſociety, ſocial diverſions will uſually have the

preference to any that we can find in ſolitude. Our little amuſements are height

ened, by ſharing them with our friends. There is a ſort of natural benevolence,

which intereſts us in the pleaſures, as well as the pains of thoſe around us.

To think over a humorous adventure or diverting incident, gives not half ſo

great pleaſure, as to relate it in the circle of our companions. When we have

read a book or poem ſo often, that it grows dull to us, we can read it to a com

Panion of our taſte and ſentiments, with all the pleaſure, which we conceived at
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