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"to devife plans which may abate human
mifery, and capacitate thofe of thé com-
munity, who are moft peculiarly liable
to misfortunes, for laying fuch founda-
tions in early life, as will moft effectu-
ally guard the avenues of want and
wretchednefs in riper years: fuch, I
conceive, is providing the means of e-
ducation, upon fo liberal, eafy, and ex-
tenfivea fyftem, asthat all, of every
rank, may be equally benefited by the
inftitution—for that is the beft charity,
which prevents the ills of life. Would

MISCELLANIES,
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we wifh that the preaching of the gof-
pel thould not be loft labour and expenfe
—weuld we wifh that the children of
the poor fhould efcape the confequences
of ignorance and impiety, and become.
ufeful to themfelves, and bleflings to
fociety—let a wide door be thrown open
to them, for acquiring a plain, but ufe-
ful education : human wifdom and be-
nevolence cannot contrive any expedi-
ent fo competent to thefe objets, as
PUBLIC FREE SCHOOLS.

* New York, December 16, 1789e
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" Effay on the influence of religion, €n
%{ilﬂcie%.ﬂ B}I M{;efz.g”o’mas
Recfe, A, M. pafor of the prefty-
) teré; cburcbpat Satem, S. {'. S
NUMBER 1,
T HAT our laws do not opérate
with fofficient force, is a ‘truth
too glaring to ¢fcape obfervation. It
is feen-—felt—and lamented by every
fincere lover of ‘his country. Different
caufes, no dowubt, co-operate to produce
this effe®. To inveffigite -all thefe,
foes not fall within my prefent defign ;
though it mightbe of fingular fervice to
the ftate: for as in the human, fo in
the body politic, the caufe of a difeafe
Yeing once difcovered, the remedy is

‘more eafily preferibed, and the deleteri- .

ous effect morefuccefsfully counterated.
It ismore to my purpofe, toobferve, that
the general’ negleét of religion, which
prevails among us, is one great, if not
the chief caufe, why our laws are fo
feeble in their operation. Immorality
is the natural confequence of impiety.
An irreligious will always be animmo-
ral, péople : and among fuch, good-and
‘wholefome laws can never be executed
‘with punétuality.

Some of our laws may be erroneous
“or defeftive—and not framed with a
fufficient regard to the fpirit of ‘the peo-
‘ple ; and'this hath been afligned by fu-
petficial thinkersas the only reafon why
they are not carried into execution.
“This, T think is a great miftake. 'Our
laws, though they may partake of that
‘imperfe®ion, which is the common

L ANTITES

mark of all ti#min produtions, are in
general falutary, and calculated to pro-
fnote ‘our Political happinefs, if they
were properly eéxtciited. Here lies the
grand defeCt—a defe€t, which is not to
be attributed folely, ‘or even principaily,
to the badnéfs of our laws—but tofome
cther caufes. Whatever thefe 'may be,
the effe®t is fufficiently alarmting ; and
threatens afpeedy diffolution of our go-
vernitient. Let our laws be ever fo
good, if they are not properly executed,
our gévériment can be of no long du-
Tition.

A trantfient view of thofe ftates and
kingdoms, which have made the moft
firiking figure in the hiftory of the
tvorld, and which have been moft re-
nowned for the felicity of their govern-
iment, will convinceus, thatreligion was
by them always confidered as a matter
of greatimportance to civil fociety,

’%he greateft politicians, and moft
celebrated legiflators of antiquity, de-
‘pended much on this, to give fanétion
to their laws, and make them operate
‘with vigour ‘and facility.

If we carefully confider the ndture of
religion and of civil governmient, we
will be led to conclude, ‘that in this
they did not 2t 4t random—but ‘from
the ‘moft profound knowledge of hu-
‘man nature, ‘and the diates of the
foundeft policy. ‘Fhe ‘manners of the
people, though fo ‘littte'attended to by
wour legiflators, are confeffed by all to
‘be of the uttaoft confequence in‘a com-
monwealth, The moft profligate poli-
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tician can expgtiate on the neceffity of
good morals ; but we hear little of re-
ligion, from our moft refpectable ftatef-
men. When the diftuflion is of poli-
tics, fhe is generally kicked out of doors
as. having nothing to do either with mo-
rality or civil policy. The infeparable
cqpinexion between this daughter of
heaven, and her genuine offspring,
morality—is forgotten—and her influ-
.ence op civil fociety almoft wholly o-
verlooked. For the better arrangement
.of our thoughts on this extenfive fub-
je&, we fhall—

1. Confider religion under its more
general notion, as comprehending the
belief of a deity, a providence, and a
future ftate of rewards and punithments,

II. We thall confider the chriftian
religion in particular ; and, as we pafs
along, endeavour to thew the influence
of both on civil fociety. :

That religion is of great importance
to fociety, is univerfally acknowledged.
Aﬁhming this for granted, let us pro-
ceed to enquire how it operates, to pro-
duce thofe etfeéts, which are confefled
" to beof fuch fingylar fervice. It isa

common obfervation, that we are fo
formed, asto be greatly influenced by
whatever works upon our hopes or our
fears. Now, it is by taking hold on
thefe, that religion produces thofe falu-
tary effeéts, of which we now fpeak ;
thys refiraining men fram vice, by the
dread of punifhment—and alluring them
to virtue, by the hope of reward.
Thefe are the two principles, or if you
pleafe, paffions, in human nature, which
firft prompted men to enter into the fo-
_cial union—fear of violence from each
other—and hope of fecurity by affocia-

“‘tion. And it is only by working on
“thefe paffions, that the union of men,
in the focial ftate, can be rendered per-
manent, and laws operate with that e-
mergy, which is neceffary to obtan
their end.

Thofe who firmly believe, that there
is a God, who governs the world, who
fees all their aétions, and who will cer-
tainly reward virtue and punifh vice—
muft undoubtedly be influenced by this
belief—and reftrained, at leaft in fome

Effay on the influence of religion. 8t

meafure, from evil, and excited to good.

¥t muft be confeffed, indeed, that there
are too many, that profefs to believe
the dodtrines of religion, who yet feem
to be very little influenced by them.,
Hurried away by the violence of their
paflions, they frequently tranfgrefs the
bounds, which religion preferibes ; and
prefer the gratification of prefent ap-
petite, to the enjoyment of future
good. But we muft not hence con-
clude, ‘that religion is in no degree 2
curb to the licentioufnefs of men. Thofe,
who, in fome inftances, a&t thus con-
trary to their principles, would go much
further, were they void of thofe prin-

ciples, and the reins laid on the neck of -

appetite. It will not follow, that be-
caufe religion does not reftrain from im-
morality, totally and wmiverfally, there.
fore it is no reftraint at all. By the
fame way of reafoning, we might prove,
that civil laws lay no reftraint upon men,
becaufe they do not entirely reftrain all
men, atall times, andin all inftances.
NUMBER II.
IN order that we may be more fully
convinced of the utility, and even

neceflity of religion, to the well-being,
we might venture to fay, to the very
exiftence of civil fociety, it will be ne-
ceffary to enquire a little into the effen-
tial defets of the beft-conflituted go-
vernment poffible. i

If we confider the end of civil focie-
ty, and the evils it was defigned to re-
medy, we will be convinced, from its
very nature, that it cannot reach that
end, nor guard againft thofe evils—
without the aid of religion. Let it fuf-
fice, to obferve, that fecurity of life,
liberty, and property,. is the precife and
fpecific gnd of the focial compaét. O-
ther advantages it brings with it, and
anfwers many other valuable purpofes.
But the evils, for which itwas defign-
ed as a remedy, are injuftice, vio-
lence, rapine, mutual flaughter, and
bloodthed. The manner, in which men
aim at the cure of thefe evils, is by laws
enafted with common confent, enforced
by a fan&ion, and committed to the ma-
‘giftrate, to be ftrictly and impartially
carried into execution,
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That civil government may fully and
completely obtain its end, it is neceffary
that its laws fhould have fuch a fanc-
tion, and operate in fucha manner, as
to prevent or punifh all crimes what-
foever, which may be injurious to the
community or tend to its diffolution.
It will, T fuppofe, be readily granted,

on all hands, that there never were, nor
" ever will be, laws fo fanctioned, as to
operate in this manner. Hence appears
the infufficiency of civil fociety to an-
fwer its end.

" The two great fan&ions of all laws
have been generally reckoned, reward
and punifhment : and, indeed, without
thefe two fanétions, every one muft fee,
that government cannot, in any tolera-
ble degree, 'anfwer its end, or laws o-
perate in fuch a manner as is neceffary,
to fecure its very exiftence. But civil
fociety, without the fupport of religion,
is altogether deftitute of one of thefe
fanétions ; and can apply the other but
in a’ very partial manner, and nder
reat refiritions,

I. Civil fociety wholly wants the
fanétion of reward.

In an age and place fo highly en-
light=ned in the nature and principles
‘of found policy, I fhall not enter into
‘a formal proof, that reward is not, and
“cannot be the fanction of civil fociety,
confidered in itfelf. . It will be fuffici-
“ent juft to obferve, ¢ that no ftate what-
ever.can poflefs a fund large enough to
reward all its fubjetts for obedience to
the laws, unlefs it be firft drawn from
“them by a tax, to be paid back as a re-
‘ward.” Government can, indeed, and
it hath been the cuftom in all govern-
ments, to reward particular fubjeéts,
for eminent fervices ; but everf one muft
fee, that this is fomething very differ-
ent from theidea of reward, confidered
as the fanétion of civil laws. A re-
ward, barely for obedience to the good
and wholefome laws of his country,
is what no wife fubjeét expeéts, and no
fociety can * beftow. Without enter-

NOTE.
. * Tt may, perhaps, be faid, that pro--
teétion is the reward conferred on every
judividual, for his obfervance of the

.

[ January,

ing any further into this fubjedt, we
fhall take it for granted, that civil fo-
ciety, in itfelf, totally wants one of
thofe fanétions which are neceffary to
enforce its laws. That this is a very
great and effential defec, will, we hope,
beallowed by every competent judge.
How, and in what degree religion fup-
plies this defett, will be feen hereafter.
At prefent, let us a little enquire,

II. Into the effeéts of punifhment,
confidered as a 'fanftion. This is the
proper and only fan&ion of civil laws.
But how imperfeétly it can be enforced
by fociety, will appear from the fol-
lowing confiderations :

I. Civil government cannot punith
fecret crimes. )

That thefe abound in every fociety, is
matter of univerfal experience : that
they are injurious toit, is too plain to
admit of the leaft doubt ; that they are
even multiplied by it, a little attention
to human nature, will evince. ~ 'When
men are reftrained from open tranfgref-

NOTE..

laws. And here I imagine, if any
where, it is, that fo many have fallen in-~
to a miftake in this matter. To this it
may be briefly replied, that prote&tion is
adebt due from all to every individual,
for that. portion of his natural liberty,
which he hath given up, in the original
compa&t. If protetion, in ftriét pro-
priety of fpeech, be reward—then with-
drawing it muft be punifhment ; which
it is not invariably, but only accidental-
ly. The confequence of withdrawing
proteétion is, or at at leaft always ought
to be, banifhment. But banifhment is
not always a punifhment. It becomes
fo only by accident.  Itis fo intention-
ally, but not always confequentially,
Punifhment is not of the effence of ba-
nifhment ; for it would be eafy to put a
cafe, where banifhment muft be confi-
dered, not as a punithment, but a very
great blefling.  This fhews, that pro-
teCtion, confidered as a reward, is not
the fanétion of human laws, in the fame
fenfe that punithment is, to which it
ought to be properly oppofed, if indecd
it be the fanétion of reward, o

A
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fion, by the terror of laws, and the
dread of punifhment, it is natural for
them to fly to the covert of fectecy,
that they may evade the laws, and ef-
cape with impunity. They know, that
“civil judicatures take cognizance only
of thofe crimes, which are apparent :
and if they can only conceal their guilt
from the eyes of men, they are fure to
efcape that punifhment, which is the
fan&ion of human laws. This will de-
ter them from open violence ; but at
the fame time, fpur them on to fecret
craft and ftratagem. This will lead
. 'them to ftudy and improve all the la-
tent arts of mifchief and malice : and
the very fecurity which fociety affords,

by throwing men off their guard, gives -

defigning villains an opportunity of
praétifing thefe with greater fuccefs. I
crave the reader’s particular. attention to

this circumftance ; as it is of the firft
importance to the point in hand ; andin -

‘the cleaveft manner fhews the neceflity
of religion in civil government.

cannot adequately punith even fuch as
are apparent, and can be clearly proven.

So inordinate are the appetites of men— -

and fo violent the impulfe of the fenfual
paflions—that the fevere punithment of
one crime, would, fometimes, open a
door to others of a more atrocious na-
ture and pernicious tendency. We give
“only one inftance of this kind. The
‘judicious reader may, if he be fo difpo-
fed, fupply others of a’ fimilar nature.
Fornication is undoubtedly injurious,
-and attended with very pernicious con-
fequences to a ftate ; but notwithftand-
ing this, it would not be wifdom in any
-government to punifh it in proportion
to its evil influence. The reafon is, be-
caufe fuch punifhment would lead to
more flagitious lufts—to more enormous
and to unnataral crimes. Accordingly,
we find, that no great, wife, and flou-
rithing community hath ever punithed
fornication, as its pernicious effets on
fociety confefledly deferve. It will be
difficult to affizn any other reafon for
“ this, than that which we have juft now
- mentioned.

‘may be given.

III. Imperfe& rights, by ome termed
the duties of imperfeft obligation—
fuch as gratitude, hofpitality, charity,
&c.—are not the proper objets of civil
laws. They cannot conveniently reach
thefe ; nor enforce the obfervance of
them by penal fan&tion. We have no
Jaws among us to punifh the negleét of
thefe duties ; and tivi} fociety, at leaft in
its legiflative capacity, takes no notice of
them : for this I fuppofe, two reafons

I. The violation of thefe is notfup-
‘pofed - fo immediately and dire&tly to
ftrike at the exiftence of the focial union,
as the violation of the duties of perfeét
obligation. o

II. There can be mo precife and

“fixed rule laid down, for the regulation

of men’s conduét with refpet to thefe
duties.: ' : '
(To be contintied.)
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"Extra& of a letter to the honourabdle
- II. Civil fociety not only cannot pu- :

nith fecret crimes, but, in fome cafes, -

William Samue| Johnfon, L. L. D.
prefident of Columbia college in
New York, from the honourable
Hugh Williamfon, M, D. and L.
L. D, dated 14tk Sept. 1789.
€ HILE the citizens of the
united ftates are fhaking off
the chains of political prejudice, and
making improvements in ufeful know-
ledge—it may be queftioned whether the
rifing generation are conduéted by the
fhorteft path in purfuitof knowledge,
or continue to be deceived and led aftray
by the myftic charm of ancient opinion.
It has long been confidered as - neceffary
for every youth, who would make a fi-
gure in life, to underftand Latin and
Greek. Five or fix years muftbe de-
voted to the ftudy of dead languages.
This is a heavy tax on life.  Does it
appear to be a neceffary tax ? ¢ Life is
thort,” fays Hippocrates, ¢ and the art
is long.” If this obfervation was proper,
when referred to the healing art alone, it
muft be extremely proper, when refer-
red to all that a man fhould learn, in or-
der to become a ufeful member of foci-
ety. At twenty-one years,. it is ex-~
peéted, that we thall cnter upon the
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swploymants of life, Dedugk thayears

of childheod, and awoderate time for
learning to read and write aur natiomal
laaguage—dalf the yomiining time of
difeipling is fpeat-—in what * Not in
learning meral dytigs and civil hiftory—
nor the nature and ufe of things ; butin
learning the names of thisgs, in a ba-
guage that we 3rg nevey to fpeak,

To a mative of China qr Japan, this
would appear, worfe than ridiculous ; he
mutt call it the murder of tyme. We
can eafily difeover the ogigin of this
grieveus fervitude ; but we cannot pof-
fibly datermine why it fhould be entail-
¢4 upon civilized Eurepeans and their
_ pofterity forever. While the friences

ware buried under the ruips of Greece

and Rome, the enly thing called learn-
ing appenrs to have been in the hands of
the clergy. ~ They were obliged ta read
Latin, that they might be able to read
their prayers ; and they were too lazy to
learn any thing befides. The educa-
tion of yeuth was in their hands ; be-
caufe they were the anly men of letters :
and itwas matural for them to be zea,
lous in praife of Latin, while it was the
only knowledge by which they were dif-
tinguifhed from the ignorant vulgar.
Viewing the fubjedt in this light, we
cannot -wonder, that the Latin tengue
has long been regarded 3s the firft of
all humsn attainments.

" For many ages, beeks were ufually
_swritten i this language ; becaufe it was,
_in fome manner, facred ; and becaufe
. the readers of books underftood ne ather

common language. Hence it was, that
‘the man, who defired to read baoks in
law, phyfic, or theelogy, was obliged to
yaderfand Latin. Howdees it happen,
‘that we are ftill obliged to learn Latin,
_after the original caufe has been re-
moved—eyery ufeful bosk being now
publithed in the mother tengue ? Isit
mot becaufe our anceftors trod in this
path—and becaule teachers of Latin and
Greek are more nymerous than teach-
ers of philofephy ? -Memory alone is
required : geniys and underftanding be-
ing oqually unneceffary to forming a
teacher of languages,
* Iris trye, that other reafons have been

[January,

given for the fludy of Latin and Greek.
We are told, that 3 thorough acquain,
tanco with the Greek and Roman claf-
fics is neeeffary to making an acourate
fcholas, and to forming a good tafte,
This argument weuld be incomprehen.
fible to a learned Afiatic. He might
poflibly enquire, whether the careful
ftudy of Englith or French grammati-
cally, did not tend as much towards
forming an 3ccurate fcholar, as the fudy
of Latin ? Whether the learped Romans,
who generally underftood twe langua-
ges, had more tafte than the Greeks, who
underftood none but their ewn ? Per-
haps he might be to]d, that the advan-
tage is fuppafed to have been in favour
of the Greeks : perhaps, it was becaufe
they cultjvated their own language alone.

It is admiited that modern pradlice
of law or phyfic are not fuppofed to be
learned and goad, unlefs they are varie-
gated, fhaded, and orpamented by
phrafes of Latin or Greek. Every pro-
cefs at Jaw muft be illuminated by two
or three Latin wards; every medical
prefeription muft, at leaft, begin with a
Latin word, which ferves as an amulet 5
and books, in the learned profeffions, are
univerfally larded with technical phrafes,
fentences, or quotations, in Greek or
Latin ; jult as we fee mafons inferta
few fones in the front of a brick houfe;
wha, by the way, have the better reafon
for their prattice. Perhaps, the time
may come, when books fhall be wholly
written in one language ; and when gen-
tlemen of the faculty and of the long
robg may expeé} the reputation of being
learnad, without being obliged to pelt
their gudience with hard wards, that are
not underftood. >

I do net eomplain of the old cuftom,
merely becauje it was founded on igna-
rance, nor becaufe it confumes much
time and labour to little purpofe ; but

_beeaufe I would redcem the time, that is

prodigally expended on dead languages,
for acquiring knowledge that is orna-
mental and may be ufeful in every path
of life. .

According to the general praltice
fome years are devoted to mathematics,
logic, ethics, and the firft lipes of natu-

— - -~

- —————
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tural and experimental philofophy ; but
thefe, after wé have paffed throughalong
. and gioomy porticoof Latinand Greek,
ufually conftitute the whole atademic
ftruéture : and we ftop at the very en-
trance upon ufeful and practical know-
ledge. Chymiftry, botany, and the
feveral other branches of natural hittory
—the philofophy of hufbandry and the
mechanic arts—are tommonly regarded
as ufelefs or impratticable attainments.
I don’t know that any profefforthip has
ever been eftablifhed ‘for the purpofes
laft mentioned ; nor have I feen any
books, that feem to have been written
with the view to condudting youth
through the feveral branches of fuch
a ftudy. ‘Chymiftry and botany are
ofually negledted as fubjeéts of noim-
portance, unlefs by accident to the me-
dical tribe : and a general acquaintance
with ‘animate and inanimate nature has
not been confidered in our fchools as an
obje& of purfuit. “The philofophy of
the mechanic arts has not been fyfte-
matically treated ; in other words, the
thymical principles, ‘which avail in the
operationsof different artifts, have nct
been explained-and ‘applied. The late
dr. Lewis feems to ‘have had this obje&t
in view when e began his Comimercium
Philofophico-technicum. He gave the
hiftory of gold, filver, and platina for
the benefit of artifts who work in thofe
metals ; but he went little farther. There
was a large field béfore him, and he muft
have become voluminous -or léfs mi-
nute. We find becafional remarks, or
detached effays, on farming, malting,
‘brewing, diftilling, dying, ‘tanning,
‘baking, and other arts ; but thefe fub-
je&s in general are not treated {cientifi-
calty : for the writers have not been
‘chymifts.
(To be continued.)
-0 DD W0

Letter from dr, Franklin, to fokn
Alleyne, efquire.
Dear Jack,
O U defire, you fay, my impartial
‘thoughts on the fubjet of an ear-
‘ly marriage, by way of anfwer to the
numberlefs objetions ‘that “have been

+ Letter from dr. Franklinto Jokt Alleyne, ¢fg.
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made by nuimerous pétfons ¥ your own.’
Yeu may remember, when 'you confakt-

_ed me-on the occafion, ¥hat I thought

youth en beth fides to be 1o objeRion.
Indeed, from the marriages which have
fallen under my cbiervation, I am rather
inclined to think, fhat early ones ftand
the beft chance for happinels. Thetem-
pers and habits of ¢he young ate not
\yet become fo ftiff and uncomplying, as
when more advanced in Tife ; they form
more -eafily to each other ; and hence
many occafions of difguft are removed.
And if youth haslefsof ‘that prudence,
which s neceffary to manage a fumily-
yet the parents and lder friends of
young married perfons are generdlly at
hand, to afford their advice, which am<
ply fupplies that defe& : amd by early
marriage, youth is fooner Yormed tore-
gulariand ufeful life ; and poflibly fome
of thofe accidents .or ‘connexions, that
might have injured the conftitution, or
reputation, wor both, are ‘theréby ‘tap-
pily prevented. Particalar circomftan
ces, of particular perfons, miay poffibly
foretimnes make it prutent to delay en-
tering ino that ftate ; but in peneral
when nature has-rendered our bodies fit
for it, the préfurmption is in nature’s fa.
vour, thdt'the has not judged amifs.in
making us defire #t, TLate ‘marriages
are often attended, ‘too, ‘with this fur-
ther inconvenience,'that there -is ‘not the
fame ¢hance, thatthe parents‘fhiall live'to
fee their offspring educated. <¢Late
children,™ ‘fays the Spamith proverb,
“¢ are early orphans ;™ a:melancholyre-
flexion ta thofe whofe cafe it may be ¢
With us in  Amreriea, martiages are ge-
erally irrthe ‘moming-of ourdife ; our
children are therefbre ‘edtucated .and fet-
tled in the world by noon ; and thus
our bufinefs being Hone, we have an-af-
‘teinoon and évering of cheerful leifure
‘to ourfelves, fuch as our friend at pre-
fent enjoys. By thefe early marriages,
we are bleft with more children ; and,
‘from the mode among us, fourided by
nature, of every mother fuckling and
nurfing her own child, more of them
are raifed. Thence the fwift progrefs
of populition among us, unparalleled in
Eutope. In fine, I am glad you are
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MESss. PRINTERS,
Y hufband is a fubferiber for
your Mufeum, and I am fond
of reading it—therefore, by your in-
dulgence, I fhould be glad to give the

public a little of my chat upon the ar-

ticle of vifiting.

I fuppofe you will wifh to know who
I am; and therefore fhall tell you that
Iam a lady paft the meridian of life;
and have been engaged as much as any
body, in the bufinefs of receiving "and
returning vifits—in the morning, after-
»o6n, and evening—in town and out of
town—half days, and whole days, two
days, three days, a week, and a month
ata time: and from a long courfe of
obfervation and experience, I muft lay
it down as a maxim, that the true art
of vifiting, lies in pleafing and being
pleafed ; or, if this cannotbe, in endea-~
vouring to pleafe, and in feeming to be
pleated. True genuine good nature is
the beft rule to dire& perfons how to
make vifits agreeable; but where that is
wanting, politenefs will do much to-
ward fupplying its place: and even
where good nature is found, politenefs
helps much to fetit off; for how much

more agreeable is the behaviour of two
or three well-bred mifics, at their, nee-
dles, or over a cup of tea, than the
romping and bawling of as many bux-
om laffes, without any more breeding
than geefe or parrets ?

That good nature, or its fubftitute,
politenefs, is abfolutely ncceffary to the
pleafure of a vifit, I think will never
be queftioned, by any who have been
in company with two ladies of my ac-
quaintance, whofe charaéters and man-
ner of behaviour are in many refpeéts
acontraft to each other. I fhall de-
feribe them both.

Letitia has. been mamed about ten
years 3 and has a pretty parcel of chil-
dren round her, who, by her admira-
ble management, greatly contribute to
heighten the pleafure of her vifitants.
She is alady of perfet good nature,
eafy, free, and gentecl. She receives
you with a fimile, that fpeaks a more
pleafing language, than the brighte&
compliment from the moft pradtifed
courtier; and is unaffeltedly glad to
fee you ; which fhe exprefles, not in a
multitude of words, but in all the gen-
tlencfs andudelicacy of true benevolence.
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suftoms, which relate to our common-
tranfadtions in life. Thofe, therefore,
who depart. from them, may, in fome
meafure, be confidered as difturbers of
the tranquility of other people.

- Some perfons are too apt to refinein
their ideas of following the' diftates of
found judgment. They will fay, that
no wife man will trouble himfelf to pur.

- fue any cuftom, however public it may

‘be, unlefs fome reafon can fpecially be
effered in its favour. This ruje thould
be reverfed : and in all indifferent mat-
ters, one fhould follow the fathion, un-
lefs fome fpecial reafon can be alleged
againft it. ]
To differ from the reft of mankind,
in any immaterial thing, may indicate
more pride or ill humour than others
poflefs : but it js no mark of fupe.xjigr

Efuy on the influence of veligion;, s

'

underffanding., ‘There muft be a degree
of indifcretion in.every inftance of fin-
gularity, that does not originate in duty
or convenience, I even queftion, whe-
ther a man is not under obligations te
fall in with, or, atany rate, not to'op-
pofe, the eftablifhed cuftoms of fociety,
unlefs he believe them unreafonable or
inconvenient. This probably’ will ne-
ver be thecafe: for I doubt whiether the
prevailing tafte and feelings of the com-
mynity may be looked upon as altoge-
ther arbitrary and capricious. When
any cuftom predominates, fora confide~
rable length of time, it is a tolerable
evidence, that there is fome foundation
in reafon for its exiftence; though per.
haps the real advantages of it may ngj
bg perceived or acknowledged. -
New York, Fuly 8, 1789,

——=t

MISCETL
Effay on the influence of religion, in civil

Jociety. By the rew. Thomas Reefe,

A. M. paflor of the prefbyterian church

at Salem, S. C.—page 33,

NUMBER HI,
HERE can be no precife and fix-
«ed rule Jaid down, for the regu-
lation of men’s condut with refpedt to
duties of imperfet obligation,

Of all theimperfet rights, gratitude
approaches ncareft to thofe, which axe
of complete obligation. None, of all
thefe duties which cannot be propemy
exalted by law, admits of fuch accurate
and determinate rules : but although the
«crime of ingratitude may be more eafily
afcertained, than any other of the fame
clafs, the flighteft confideration will con-
vince us, that no law can be framed,
for the punifhment of it, which will not
be loofe, vague, and liable to a thou-
fand exceptions. And if this be the.cafe
with ingratitude, much more wath the
others. We may therefore conclude,
without hefitation, that human laws
cannot enforce the duties of imperfect
ebligation. Now, although the viola-
tion of thefe duties may not fo direétly
tgnd to the diffolution of fociety, nor
bring on fuch rapid deftruétion, as the
Jegled of thefe, which are called perfet

\

L ANTIES,

rights, it is clear, that it muft gradyal,
ly fip the foundations of government,
and deftroy that unjon and concord fo
neceffary to its well-being.” If then cia.
vil laws, by their proper power, cannag
provide for the obferyance of the duties
which are of fuch great moment to foci-
ety it muft be acknowledged a great
deficiency. ~“Thus it appears, that civiy
fociety totally wants cne of thofe fanc.
tions, which haye been always reckon-
ed its fwo grapd pillars; and can apply

- the other only in a very limited degyee.

An emigent writer hath afferted, ¢ that
civil fociety, by its owh proper power,
cannot provide for above one-third of .
the moral duties,” I have not made
the calculatiop ; but believe he is near
the' truth. And we may add, that it.
can provide for thefe few but very im-~
perfeitly. Let us now enquire how res
lLigion fupplies thefe deficiencies. =~ -
One of the moft natural and obvious
‘notions of the Deity, is, that he abhors
vice and delights in virtue; will punith
the one, and reward the other. ‘They,
who firmly believe, and properly ut-
tend te, this important religious truth,,
muft, without doubt, be greatly influ-
enced by it. When they call to mind,
shat they are’accountable creatuses, and
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muft be happy or mxferable hereafter,
according as they behave themfelves -
here, this will doubtlefs bea powerful
motive to fhun vice, and purfue virtue,
Religion holds up to all her fincere vota-
ries, a reward, than which nothing can be
greater, more noble, and better fuited
to influence the mind. The profpet of
an happinefs, the moft exalted in its na-
ture, the moft exquifite in degree, and
eternal induraiion, muft firongly allure
thofe, to whom the defire of happinefs
is.-natural. Such,in the opinion of fome of
the wifeft and beft of the heathens, is that

" felicity, which awaits the virtuous man
after death, This is the reward which
religion promifes, and which the good
man expeéls to enjoy, as the recompenfe
of his virtue and piety.

Without determining, whether the
hope of reward, or the dread of punith-
ment, moft influences the alions of
men, in general, we may fafely affirm,
that, on minds of a particular caft, the
former 'works much more powerfully
than the latter. Men of great and haugh-

ty fouls—of clevated and daring fpirits-

~—revolt againft every thing that wears
the appearance of compulfion. They
fecorn to be overawed, by the fear of
punifhment ; and confider it as a motive
fit only to operate upon little minds,
and timorous fpirits. Thedread of civil
laws, and even the terrors of religion,
can have but little effe€t upon fuch men:
but they may be eafily wrought upon,
by the profpeét of a reward, fuited to
the greatnefs of their minds. The re-
ligionift, though he may not be prompt-
ed to yield obedience to the wife and
falutary laws of his country, by the
hope of a reward from his fellow-citi-

zens, ‘expeéts ample retribution, from’

him Wwho knows the fincerity and up-
rightnefs of his conduét. He looks for
no reward from man; but expe&s it
from' him who is -the rqwarder of all
thofe who walk in the paths of virtue.
As the laws, in every well-conftituted
and wifely-governed ftate, will, as far
as they reach, ever coincide with the
eternal laws of the Deity, he will pay
a religious regard to them, not only as
ratified by the authority of government,

[ Februlry,

but as bearing the ftamp, and being the
fovereign mandates of ‘the fupreme lord
of all* . Deeply impreffed with this awful
fan&tion of the Deity—powerfully in-
'fluenced by the hope of that reward,
which is the confequence of obedience
to his laws—he will pra&ife juftice in
all its varxous branches. This impor-
tant virtue is the proper obje& of laws,
both human and divine; and abfolutely
neceffary, not only to the welfare, but
alfo to the very exiftence, of civil go~
vernment, Even a fociety of robbers,
according to a trite obfervation, cannot
fubfift without fome degreeof it. What-
ever, therefore, hath a tendency to lead
men to the pratice of this cardinal vir-
tue, muit be peculiarly advantageous to
civil fociety. Now, certainly, the man
who aéts under the influence of religi-
ous motives and principles—who confi-
ders the laws of juftice as the laws of
God, who, he believes, will reward him
for obedience, and punith him for dif-
obedience—is more likely to prac-
tife juftice, than one who is influenced
only by human authority, and the ter-
ror of human laws, which he can of-
ten evade, and fo efcape unpunifhed.
It is eafy to determine which of thefe
will be moft faithful to his truft, moft
honeft and upright in his dealings, moft
careful to fhun every thing that may
be injurious to his neighbour, in per-
fon, charatter, or property.
NOTE.

* ¢« Human laws are meafures in re.

fpe&t of men, whofe ations they muft
dire®, how-be-it fuch meafures they

are, as have alfo their higher rulesto -

bg meafured by, which rules are two,
the law of God, and the law of na-
ture: fo that laws human muft be

made according to the general laws of

nature, and without contradiftion to
any pofitive law of fcripture; other-
wife they areill made.”  Hooker,

This was alfo the opinion of mr.
Locke, who quotes this very paffage of
Hooker, in his treatife on government.
If fome of our laws were brought to
this teft, I think they would be found
not exaltly agreeable to thefe two rules
~and therefere net good.

——

- —————
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But further : religion will not only .

lead thofe, who are influenced byit, to
the exercife of juftice, in its various
- branches ; but will induce them to the
exatt performance of all thofe duties of
imperfeét obligation, which humanlaws
cinnot enforce. The civil magiftrate
takes na notice of thefe ; and can nei-
ther reward the performance, nor punith
the neglett of them ; but the laws of
God extend to them and religion as
fitongly exalts them as the duties of
perfeét obligation.. The religious man
confiders them as trulybinding, as the
moft obvious ditates of juftice. He as
mhuch expeéts to be rewarded for the
one, as the other. This will lead him
to' pay the moft facred regard to the
daties of gratitude, humanity, hofpi-
tality, charity—in a word, o all thofe
kind and beneficent ofﬁces, which are
{6 effentially neceﬂ'ary to the welfare of
the commynity : though they are not,
and mdeed) cannot be, the proper ob-
jefts of human laws., We think it un-
neceffary to enlarge upon the duties juft
" now mentioned, by fhewing how much
the careful ‘performance of them tends
to firengthen and confirm the focial uni-
on. The flighteft confideration will im-
mediately convince us, of what vaftim-
portance they are to fociety, and how
nruch they promote peace, love, harmo-
ny, and confequently felicity, in the fo-
cial late. 'We need only conceive what
would be the confequence of the total
neglet of thefe duties, tobe fully con~
. vinced of their utility, Whata thock-
ing and deplorable fcene of malice, ha-
tred, ftrife, cruelty, mifery, and dif-
traltion, opens upon the mind, on the
bare fuppofition! And yet civil fociety,
as$ hath been obferved, cannot enfarce
thefe duties, the praice of whichis fo
neceffary to its happinefs, and the ne-
glett of which cndangers its very ex-
itence. If then, religion enforce thefe
duties, and lead men to the perfor-
mance of them, it wi!l certainly follow,
that it is ufeful to the ftate. Thus re-
ligion, like a powerful ally, comes in to
the aid of civil government ; and, by ef-
wablifhing the fan&ion of reward, which
it wholly wants, fupplies its defeéts.

Ejjiy on the influence of religions

. of amore atrocious nature.

-~

L

NUMBER IV, -

N order more fully to demonftrate
how religion fupplies the defets of
civil fociety, et it be obfetved, that it
not only furnifhes the fantion of re-
ward, which it fo, much needs, but
alfo fuperadds a new fanétion of pu-
nithment, which co-operates- with, and
gives additional energy to human laws,
The reader will pleafe to remember,

_ that we have already fhewn, that civil
. fociety can apply the fané&ion of punifh-

ment, only in a very lew and limited

. degree. |

Some crimes are fecret, and carinot be
punithed by civillaws ; becaufe  they lie
wholly beyond their reach Others are
of fuch a nature, that the fevere punith,
ment of them opens an avenue to thofe
But this
is not the cafe with the fan&ion ‘of pu-.
nithment, which religion eftablithes. It
applies toall crimes whatfoever, let their
naturg or circumftances be what they
may. Men may efcape the punifhment,
which civil fociety decrees, by concealing
their crimes : but they cannot thus elude
that, which religion holds out, to all thofe
who violate herJaws. Thofe, wha be~
lieve that God governs the world in
wifdom and righteoufnefs, and that his |
providence extends to all his creatures,
mutt alfo believe, that he' is omnifcient,
and, of confequence, perfeétly acquaint-
ed with all their attions and intentions.

~ All who have a firm perfuafion and pro-

per impreffion of this great xehglous_
truth, will be fenfible, how vain it is
to attempt to cover their crimes from .
him, whofe all-feeing eyg penetrates the
inmoft receffes of their hearts. Reli-
gion teaches; that all the tranfgreffions
of the witked, though they may efcape |

_ the obfervation of men, lie open to the

Deity, whofe ¢ eyes are like a flame
of fire;” and who will, in due time,
infliét that punifhment which they Juﬁ-
ly deferve. As the pr ofpet of i xmpum-
ty invites men to evil—fo the certainty
of punifhment tends to reftrain them
from it, efpecially if the punifhment
be unfpeakably great and dreadful.
And fuch, both chriftians and heathens
aré agreed, will be the pumifhment of
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vice in a future life. If, then, the dread

a punifhment, certain, terrible, and
everlafting, can have any influence on
the minds of men, religion muft be a
powerful reftraint, not only from open,
but fecret crimes. Where crimes are
fecret, or of fuch a nature as not to be
cognizable by human judicatures, the
fan&ion of civil laws ceafes to operate ;
and is no longer of any fervice to re-
ftrain from tranfgreffion. Here religion
eomes in moft opportunely to the affif-
tance of civil fociety, by imprefling the
idea of a future ftate, an omnifcient tri-
bunal, and a punithment, which the
guilty cannot poffibly avoid. On the
ether hand, where the crime is open,
and liable to be punithed by human
laws, the -fan&tion of religion falls in
with, and ftrengthens that of human
laws, by holding outa punithment much
more certain, " as well as more formida-
ble, than man can infli&.

Men may be guilty of the blackeft
ingratitude, and, in general, totally
negleét the duties of imperfeét obliga-
tion, without incurring the leaft dan-
ger from the civil powers. Butalthough

. civil government ordains no penalties

in this cafe, religion dpes; and thus
furnithes a remedy for that material de-
fe&. The man, who lives under the be-
lief and impreflion of religion, looks
upon himfelf accountable-at the bar of
the omnifcient, for the neglett of thofe
duties. Though he be under no terror
from the laws of men, he fears that fu-
ture vengeance, which awaits the guilty
beyond the grave.

But it may be objefted againft the
above reafoning—that religion is not
fo ufeful and neceffary as hath been re-
prefented ; that though civil fociety la-
bours under great deficiencies, there
are other ways by which they may be
fapplieds It may be faid, that the re-
gard, which men have to their own
intereft, their own temporal happingfs
and fecurity, will naturallylead them to
pay a ftrift regard to the Jaws of facie-

-ty, and alfo to perform thofe duties

which laws cannot enforce, as well as
to avoid thofe crimes which they can-
not punith ; that the happinefs of every

individual in fociety js involved with,
and depends upon, the happinefs of the
whole; that every one may fee, that,
without obedience to good and whole.
fome laws, government muft be rent in-
to pieces, and he himfelf fhare in the
common ruin; and further, that the
omiffion, even of thofe duties, which
civil laws do not require, and the com-
miffion of thofe crimes, which they
cannot punifh, muft be injurjous to the
welfare of the flate, and confequently
to his own happinefs ; therefore a re-
gard to his own intereft, and temporal
profperity, muft induce him to perform
thofe duties, apd fhun thofe crimes,
To all which, webeg leave to reply
—that it may be readily granted, with
out any difadvantage to the argument,
that the confiderations mentioned, will
have their weight with a few in every
fociety ; but, it would befray no fmal}
ignorance of humap nature to fuppofe,

.that thofe things have any confiderable’

influence on the bulk of mankind. They
think but little of fuch matters. They
arenot difpofed to attend to fuch far.
fetched deduftions, nor to refine even
thus far. Such kind of reafonings,
though obvious enough to thofe who
have attended to the nature and influ~
ence of civil fociety, to them appears
not a little intricate and perplexed,
Thereis not, perhaps, a people on the
face of the earth, more enjightened in
the nature of civil government, than
the Americans: and yet I fuppofe it
may be modeftly affirmed, that by far
the greater past of them reflett but
little, how fociety procures thofe blef-
fings which they epjoy, becaufe they
are not immediately and direétly the
confequence of it. The grofs of the
common people are too much occupied
about other matters, to examine remote
confequences, or trace their prefent
bappy and fleurithing circumftances te
fodiftanta fource, as civil fociety., They
generally attribute thefe to their own
prudence, induftry, and addrefs, with-
out Jooking any further, For the mof
part, they are purfuing their own pri-
vate and feparate intereft, little {alicit-

_ eus about the public good, thou‘gh they

‘

{PFebsuary,
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may at the fime time be promoting it.
They feldom refle&, that they are a
part of a whole, with which they are
obliged te ftand or-fall; or confider,
that their happinefs depends upon that
of the community, of which they are
members. Men, who are ymmured in
their ftudies, and converfagt chiefly
with books, may wonder how people
can be ignorant of thefe things: but
" " lgt them travel through our country,
and converfe with thofe of the lower.
rank, who make the bulk in every go-
yernment, and they will find great
numbers, and thofe not the worft citi-
zens, much like the fimple Hibernian,
who, when he was informed the thip
was finking, made this reply s ¢ what
do I care? I am only a paffenger.”
In order, therefore, that the grofs of
the people may difcharge their duty as

citizens, fome more obvious and
ymmediate motive is neceffary to fupply
the imperfettion of civil laws—fome
principle of aétion, which comes more
direétly home to them, and affeéts them

more immedjately, as individuals. Such -

is that of religion, which teaches, that
the virtuous fhall be rewarded, and the
vicious punifhed, in afuture ftate. This
leading principle, which feems in a
great meafure natural to the mind of
Jnan, willhave a much greater influ-
ence on the generality of mankind, and
do more to fupply the defets of civil
fociety, than all the reafonings in the
world, which, though they may be juft,
are but little attended to by moft men.
The whole of what is urged in the
ebjection, under the notion of motive,
may be refolved into the principle of
felf-love ; ‘which, when duly modified,
properly diretted, and wifely regulated,
1s, no doubt, favourable to civil govern-
ment. But who does not fee, that the
love of felf, is almoft always inordi-
‘nate, in the purfuit of prefent good,
and frequently, by ablind and furious
impulfe to prefent gratification, breaks
through all the fences of ‘law, and leads
men to all manner of violence and in-
juftice ? Indeed, to counteraét and re-
ftrain the excefs of this paffiop, and
- gorredt the evils, which cB rom ity

i ohe
Stotichwinek

MURCHEN

Effay on the influence of religion, : s

is the very defign of the tivil compa&t.
Government attempts to effe&t thefe
purpofes, by laying hold on this fame
principlea—the ftrongeft in human nas
ture—and endeavouring to prevent its
ill effeéts, by giving it an oppofite di-
reftion. This it can do but very im-
perfe@tly by its own proper power ; and
therefore ftands in need of aid, from
fome other quarter. Here religion af-
fords the neceffary affiftance; for by in-

culcating a future retribution—and thus

exciting the hopes and the fears of men

—ihe oppofes felf-love to felf-love. My -

meaning is, that fhe oppofes the love
of felf—as defiring future good, and
fhunning future evil—to the love of
{elf, confidered as purfuing the unlaw-
ful gratification of prefent irregular ap-
petite. The language of civil laws is,
< if you tianfgrefs, through an inordi-.
nate love of felf, you fhall be punithed :*
which very threatening is an application
to the felfith principle, felf-love always
leading men to aveid that, which they
reckon in its nature evil. The language
of religion is “if you carefully ob-
ferve the wife and falutary laws of your
couptry, and faithfully difcharge the
dutjes of a good citizen, you fhall have

. anample reward : but if, hurried away

by the impulfe of felfith paffions, you
violate the laws, and invade the rights
of your fellow-citizens, the moft dread.
ful punithment awaits you.” Itis eafy
to fee how far the language of both co-
incides. They only differ in this, that
the one reaches further than the other.
The one denounces punithment; but
promifes no reward : the other not only
promifes a reward, but threatens a more
dreadful punifhment. - Civil laws lay

‘hold, more efpecially, on men’afears; |

religion both on their hopes and their
fears. Both addrefs themfelves to the
felfith paffions : both oppofe felf-love
to feif-love, in the fenfe already ex-

But grant all that is fuppofed in the

- obje&tion, it will by nomeans overthrow

our argument. We have no where af-
ferted, that there are no other principles
in human nature, befides religion, which
tEhd inany degree to reynedy the imper-
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perfeftions of fociety; but only, that
religion is the moft proper and natural

vemedy. Whatever may anywife ferve.

as a foundation of moral obligation—if,
indeed, there can be any fuch founda-
tion, diftinét frem the will of the fu-
preme—as the moral fenfe, the effential
difference of things—thefe, as far as
they lead men to approve and pradtife
virtue, and fhun vice, tend to promote
the happinefs of fociety. If a principle
of honour and fhame, a regard to cha-
ralter, and dread of contempt and dif~
gracey induce men to virtuous aétions,
and reftrain them from the contrary,
they muft be confidered as contributing,
in fome degree, to fupply theé defets of
civil lavs. I am, however, perfuaded,
that, upon a careful examination, thefe
will be found net to have all that influ-
ence ‘forfie may imagine. They are not
a little precdrious 3 and depend much
upon time, place, education, cuftom,
and fathion. Whatis reckoned honour-
able at one time and place, is not reck-
#ned fo at another. Cuftom and fathion,
which exercife a kind of defpotifm over
s, in matters of lefs confequence, in.
troduce very confiderable changes, even
in moral fentiments and condaét. That
rigid virtue and aufterity of manners,
which fo ftrongly marked the rife of the
Reman republic, would have appcared
#idiculous and contemptible, when that
émpire began to decline. That ftyle of
manners, which was reckoned honour-
able, and procured the highefl venera-
tion, in Cromwei’s time, was the objeét
‘of fcorn and derifion, under the volup-
%uous reign of the fecond Charles. Cuf-
tom hath reconciled many of the Caroli-
mians and Georgians to a treatment of
their flaves, which a Pennfylvanian looks
upon with horror. It is a cuftom among
fome favage nations, to expofe infants :

and the pratice prevailed amongft the
Athenians, and feveral other Grecian
ftates, though civilized in a very high
‘degree. And to increafe our wonder, it
was defended and inculcated by their
greateft philofophers. We look upon
this cuftem with the utmoft abhorrence :
we confider it as the higheft pitch of bar-
‘parity, and the moft fhacking violation

of the laws of nature and humamty :

but among them, it was no way dif~

graceful, and paft without blame or’
cenfure. After all, from the in{‘:mces'

given above, we muft not conclude, as
fome have done, that there is no other'
difference in moral a&ions atid fenti-'
merits, than that which arifes froih edy-'
cation, cuftom, or opinion. The fouida-"
tions of morality are more deep and fla-’
ble, thar to Be overthrown fo eafily as'
fuch men imagine. There are fome ac-
tions znd charafers, to which no ‘edu-
cation or cuftom whatever can reconclle
men. Cuftom can never bring us to
approve of ingratitude and treachery H
and to efteem them equally honoutablé
and worthy of praife with gratitude and
fidelity. Beciufe men in fome particu-
lar inftances;, through the influence of
cuftom or education, a& contranly to
what we reckon the plain rules of foral.
ity, it will not follow that thefe rules
have no other foundation. “This would
prove too much: for by the fame me-
thod of arguing, we might prove, that
there is no fuch thing as a principle of
reafon in men; becaufe in millions of
inftances, cuftom and education lead
them to a& contrarily toits plain dic-
tates. Lectthe moral fenfe, the effential
difference, the principles of honour and
fhame, have all the weight which can
with any fhow of reafon be allowed
them, enough will ftill be left for religi-
on. Withall the affiftance which thefe
can afford, human laws will be found
bat a weak fence againft the violence and

‘injuftice of men.

(To be continued.) ‘
- @D @b

Letter from dr. Franklin to the late dr,
Matber, of Boflon. -
REV. SIR,
RECEIVED your kind letter, with
our excellent advice to the people of
the united ftates, which I read with great
pleafure ; and hope it will be duly re-
garded. Such writings, though they
may be lightly pafled over by many
readers, yet, if they make a deep im-
preflion on one aétive mind in a hun-
dred, the effelts may be confiderables

- v -
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hobby*hoifes of their refpedtive lpa-
trons.* They make'the principal figure
n the writings of mot of our modern
moralifts, not to fay divines. The will
of God, or what comes nearly to the
fame thing, religion, 'which is indeed
the only proper and ftable foundation
of morality, is either wholly excluded, or
brought in only by-the-bye, as a mat-
ter of little or no confequence. Thefe

‘Bine-fpun {yftems, however much they
may difplay the ingenuity of  their au.-
thors, have but very little tendency to
promote virtue, and reform the manners
of the people : and therefore can be of
little fervice to fociety. It is not eafy
to fee how the moral fenfe, or the effen-
tial difference, or both taken together,
whten confidered as wholly diftin& from
religion, if indeed they can be- fo con-
fidered; can property eftablith the fanc-
tion of. future reward and punifhment.
This, we have thewn,.is of the” greateft
moment,to civil government: and hence
arifes the fingular utility of rehglon.

.. The abfraft beauty of virtue may
operate upon profound reafoners. That
yleaﬁlre, which arifes from thofe ac-
tions, which the moral fenfe approves,
may have its weight with men of ele-
gant ‘minds- and delicate fentiments.
But neither of thtm will "have much
effelt upon the great body of man-
kind. - They will be always found to
operate but very faintly upon the ma-
ny, who have, generally, ¢ quick
fenfes, ftrong paffions, and grofs in-
telle&s.”” This fingle obfervation fhews
of how litle confequence they are,
when compared with religion, which is
calculated to operate upon' the bulk of
the common people in every fociety, as
well-as upon the learned and reﬁned
part of mankind. - -

Upon- the whole, though we thould
grant that other things co-operate with
religion, in fupplying the defe&ts of
eivil fociety ; we need not fear to con:
clude, that this-is the moft proper, and,
at the fame time, the moft powenful
remedy.

- Before we conclude t}us part, it will
be neceflary to add a few words, con-
cerning the ufe of oaths, which may
be confidered as 2 diftin& argument,

SELECTED PROSE,
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to prove the' influence of rehgnon on
civil fociety. Solemn oaths, as far ag
I can learn, have obtained in ‘all civi-
lized nations. It is well known what*
amazing force and influence they had”
upon the Romans, in the virtuous pe-°
riod of their republic. In the greateft®
extremity, and moft prefling dangers,*
thefe were their dernier refort. We’
have inftances enow of this in their:
hiftory. Let one fuffice in this place 2
after the battle of Cannz, the people
were ftruck with fach a panic, that
they talked of removing to Sicily. But
Scipio had the addrefs to obtain am’
oath from'tfiem, that tliey would not
leave Ronfe. The dread .of violating
this oath overwhelmed all ‘other appre-
henfions. ¢ Rome,” fays the excellent
Montefquieu; ¢ was a.fhip held by two
anchors, rehglon and morality, in the
midft of a furious tempef. ™

If mr. Locke, and the American poli--
ticians, argue juftly, all legitimate go-
vernment is originally founded on com-
pa&. This ‘compa® is ufually ratified
by folemn oaths. The chief magiftrate,
who is invefted with the fupreme exe-
cutive power, 'is bound by oath, faith-
fully and impartially to execute the laws,
and govern agreeably to them. .In like
manner, every citizen is bound to aid
and fupport hind, as far as he aéts con-
formably  to his folemn engagement.
Among us, it is well known, that all
civil officers, from the governor down
tothe conftable, are obliged; by oath, to
the difcharge of their refpective trufts.
‘The policy and even neceffity of this, is
very obvious : for although our civil of-
ficers are amenable for their conduét,

“and'liable to be punithed upon convica

tion, this can be no fecurity . againtt
clandeftine fraud. Hence the Teligion of
an oath is neceffary, to reftrain therm
from thofe fecret mal-praétices, which,

however injurious to the public, cannot
be legally dete@ted. The fecurity of life
and property depends, in a great mea-
fure, upon oaths. The innocent cannot
be abfolved, nor the guilty punithed,

without them In the moft important
judicial proceedings, the venli¢t ulti-
mately refts upon their validity. Take
away the ufe of thefe religious affirma-
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sions, and our courts of judicature muft
ceafe, or be almotlt entirely ufelefs. Ina
wond, civil governinest can by no means
be carried on without them. If oaths be

thus neceflary to the adminiftration of

government, religion muft be fo: for

where there is no religion, there can be
no oath. Take away the belief of a de-
ity, a providence, and a future flate, and
there is an end of all caths at once. In
every oath, a deity is invoked, as a wit-’
nefs and avenger, if we deviate fram the
wuth, The atheift, therefore, cannot be
bound by it. He, who believes there is
o providence or future flate, can be in
nodread of punifhment, either in this or
3 camring world, if he can only elude
buman judicatures. The greatek free-
thinker, or moft abandoned profligate
in our country, would place very little

" dependence on ‘the oathof one who be-

tieves there is meither God nor devil,
heaven nor hell. Civil laws do, indeed,
held out a fevere- punifhment fo deter
men from perjury : but as it is one of
thofe crimes, of which a perfon can fel-
dom be legally convifted, fuch laws
firike but little terror, and are of very
little fervice. The perjured villain may
pepeat his crime an hundred times, with-
out any danger from human laws. If,
therefore, the laws of religion have no
hold upon him, his oath is perfeétly in-
fignificant—efpecially, where he is un-
der temptation to depart from the truth.
We may, therefore, venture to affirm,
that the obligation of oaths is properly
fpunded on religion 5 and that whatever
weight we allow them, above a fimple
afirmation, arifes from a fuppofition,
that the deponent believes there is a

God—the rewarder of truth and the’

avenger of perjury, to whom he makes a
folemn appeal. This fingle confidera-
hon, were there no other arguments,
is fufficient to evince the utility, and even
the neceflity, of religion to civil fociety,
Forif governmentcannot be carried on
without the ufe of oaths, and the vali-
dityof thefe depend upon religion, the
confequence is unavoidable, that civil
fociety cannot fubfift without religion,
(To be continued. )

Vou. VII. No. IIL

Extrall from an ovatien on independence 263

Bxtratlfrom am oration, delivered Fsly
4 1789, .at the prefbyterian church,
in Arch.frect, Philadelpbia, by the
rev. William Rogers, A. M. profefor
of Englifb and oratory, in the college -
and academy of . Pbiladelpbia, .

HE objeéts of this day’s coma

memoration naturally infpire the -
mind with fentiments of admiration and
delight 1——not fuch fentiments as prevail
where ancient ufage or capricious fathi~
on has prefcribed the feftival, in hes
nour of fome vifionary faint of pame
pered monarch : but fuch as invigorate
the contemplative mind, and give new

{plendor to the human charaéter :—

Itis the Sabbath of our freedom !=e -
Every friend of fcience, -every lover of
mankind, is intereffed in the event
which 1T records; for, even at this
carly period, the animating rays of our
new conftellation have been felt on tie
exhaufted foil of Europe, and have pe-
netrated the barbarous thades of Africa!

Governments have been overthrown
by violence, or undermined by treache.
ry; the ftandard of liberty has been
violated by the hand of defpotifm ; and
the dominion of the world has been
fluétuating and precarious : but in the
long catalogue of fublunary viciffie
tudes, no parallel can be found, fimi-
lar to that which we are now called upon
to celebrate,

The caufes and effefts of national
revolutions have generally been difpro-
portionate. The wanton violence of
one individual, was the ground of chang-
ing the monarchy of Rome into a re-
public : and that republic was eventu-
ally fubverted by the polithed ambition
of another. Caprice influenced the
people, as ambition urged their leaders.
The motive, and the means of every
enterprize, were held to be equally
juftified by theend: and thus, however
magnificent the fuperftructures have ap-
peared, the foundations of ancient pow-
er were feldom the work of reafon and
of juftice, -

To thefe illuftrations, the hiftory of
modern times has added the force of
religious bigotry upon the uncultivated
mind ;~—and, perbaps, the nation, whdfe
X
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: - “TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Should Palemon fend his poetical effufions to us, hefore their appearance in the
newfpapers, they would be received with attention.

C. is requefted to beftow a little more care on his communications.

"A mechanics hint fhall be attended to,
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Apocryphal account of the firft peopling of America, &c. are under confideration,
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pear as foon as poﬂible.
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chafe was agreed, great promifes paft
between us, of ¢ kindnefs and good
¢ neighbourhood, and that the Indians
¢.and Englith muft live in love, as long
¢ as the fun gave light.” Which done,
another made a fpeech to.the Indians, in
the name of all the fachamakers or
kings ; firft to tell 'them what was
done ; next, to charge and command
them, ¢ To love the chrittians, and par-
¢ ticularly to live in peace with me, and
¢ the people under my government ;
¢ that many governors had been in the
¢ river ; but that no governor had come
¢ himfelf to live and ftay here before
¢ and having now fuch an ong that had
¢ treated them well, they fhould:naver do
¢ him or his any wrong.” At every fen-
tence of which ‘they fhouted, and faid,
Anmen, in their way. . -

. XXIV. The juftice they have, is pe-
cuniary. In cafe of any wrong or evil
fa&l, be it murder: itfelf, they atone by
feafts and prefents of their wampum,
which is proportioned te the quality of
the offence, or perfon.injured, or of the
fex they are of. Forin cafe they kill a
woman, they pay double, and the reafon
they render, is, ¢ That fhe bresdeth
¢ children, which men .cannot do.” Itis
rare that they fall out, if -fober : and if
drunk, they forgive it, faying, ¢ It was
¢ the drink, and not the man, that abufed
¢ them.” . '

XXV. We have agreed, that in all
differences between us, fix of each fide
fhail end the matter. Do not dbufe
them, but let them have juftice, and you
win them. The worft is, they are the
worfe for the chriftians, who have pro-
pagated their vices, and yielded them
tradition for ill, and not for good things.
But as low an ebb as thefe people are
at, and as glorious as their own condi-
tion looks, the chriftians have not out-
lived their fight, with all their preten-
> fions to an higher manifeflation. What
good then might not a good people graft,
where theye is fo diftinét a knowledge
left between goodand evil ! I beieech
God to incline the hearts of ail that
come into thefe parts, to outlive the
knowledge of the natives, by a fixt o-
bedience to ‘their greater knowledge of

Effay on the influence of veligion ‘in.civil fociety.

R

the will of God ; for: it’ were miferable
indeed for us to fall under the cenfure
of the poor Indian confcience, while we
make profeflion of things fo far tran-
feending. - . ‘
XXVI. For their original, I am ready
to believe them of the Jewith race: I
mean, of the ftock of the ten tribes, and
‘that for the following reafons ; firtt,
they were to go to ¢ aland not planted
or known,™ which, to be fure, Afia and
-Africa -were, if not Europe: and he,
who intended that extraordinary judg-
ment upon them, might make the paf.
fage not uneafy to them, as it is not
impoffible in itfelf, from the eafternmoft
partsof Afia, to the wefternmoft parts of
America. In the next place I find them
of like countenance, and their chiidren
of fo lively refemblance, thac a man
would think himfelf in Duke’s-place, or
Berry-ftreet in London, when he feeth
them. But this is not all : they agree in
rites s they reckon by moons : they of-
fer their firtt fruits : they have a kind of
feaft of tabernacles : they age faid to lay
their altar upon twelve ftones.: their

-mourning a year, cuffoms of women,

with many things that do not now occur.
. So much for the natives ; next the old
planters .will be confidered in :this rela-
tion, before I come toour colony, and
the congerns of it. - . RN
(To be concluded in our next.)
Effay -on the influence of religion in ci-
. il fociety. Bythe rew. Thomas Rezfe,
_ A. M. pafior of the prefbyterian church

at Salem, §. C. aritten in 31785~
" Page161. '

NUMBER VI,

proceed to the fecond head of

U & argument. ¢ If truth and utility
coincide, or, to {peak more plainly, if
truth be produétive of utility, and uti-
lity indicative of truth,” chriftianity
muft be, of all religions, the moft ufe-
ful to civil fociety. Ancient politicians
and philofophers -held, that ¢ many
things in religion are true, which are

v

not ufeful, and wice werfz.” Some mo-

derns, illuftrious for their political writ-
ings, have adopted the ame opirion, at

259
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Jeaft i part. The Gelebeaed Montef-
quiew, {peaking of certain weligious
-epiions, wineh were taught among the
Perfians, fubjosns : * Thee doQrines

- were falfe, but extremely ufefisl.” Any
in feveral other' places, he fuppuiks, that
to&rines, in them(elves falfe, may be
predudlive of much wtility m govern-
ment. Becearis, aa auther whom I
revert, snd whefe very errors a
amiable, becaude he pleads the cante of
humanity, hath the foowing extraos-
dinary pafinge. < The fulk religrousher-
rors, which peopled the edrth wath falé
divinities, and <reared B world of in-
wifible beings, to govern the vifible
creation, were df the utmoit fervice to
mankind. The greateft benefaétors to
bumamty wire thofe whe dared to .de.
ceive and Jead pliakt ignorance to the
foot of the altar.”

If this guther wmeat, that s mhgloh,
shough blended with much stror amd
fuperflition, is better for xivil fociety,
than nowe, { agree with fim : but if he
#mean, a6 his words feem plainly to
import, that the invention or propaga.
tion of falfehoods, orthat religious.ers
rorsy in dedlrine or worlhip, ave a
tendency to .proimote the happisefs. of
mankind, in e fiate of fociety, -1 :take
theliberty to differ from him. I canmot
perfuade myfelf, that religious, or pe.
litical, or even wmilitary lics, ¢an be,
upon the whole, ufeful to mankind, - or
even to a particular fociety. ¢ Hone
1s the beft policy.” The propagation
falfehoods may fometimes be attended
witha partial, particular, private, or ttm-
porary utilhy, but can wever be upon
the whole advantageous. The good,
arifing from them, is geterally more
than counterbalanced by the wnifchief
they do, in deftroying mutual cenfi-
dence among men. To fuppofe’others
wife, is plainly to level truth with falfe-
hood : for if truth be more excellent
than falfehood, as ¥s generally acknow-
ledged, that fuperior excellence muft ke
inits utility, or tendeacy to promote
human happinefs. Suppofe falfchood to
have the fammre general teridency, and, £
think, it will be hard to give a reafon,
why we fhould prefer she forsusr tothe

’ Ilt‘ﬁl‘l‘ PROSE,

sy,

latter. When we give it as our opision,
that the religion of the heathens wae of
raal fervice w0 c¢ivil government, we do
not {uppoefe, that their religious errors—s
sheir falle motioms comcerning dertain
invifible powers——heir idolatry and fus
perftition—produced that utility 5 but
the fubftantial tuths invelved with.thofé
falfehoods. Thafe ithpertant religious
truths, which were of general belief in
ull well-polived flates, and not the mighs
ty mafs of fuperdition with which they -
were interwoven, were ufeful to the
fiate. Thus, when fome fovertigndrug
is combined . with pthers of ufelefs, of
fomewliat perniciows quality, a falutary
effett may.be produced i but that effeét
is not to be attributed to the ufelefs or
baneful qualities of the datter, ‘but .the
falutary efticacy of the former. Idolatry,
fuperttition, and religious falféhoeds,
nre net only wielefs, but pernicieus to
oivil fociety; and. tend to allay .that
goed, of which religious truth s ;pros
duétive. On a-chitical wiew of rthihifs
tory of thofe civil fecteties which have
exifted.in the wonld, 4t will be feund,
that, cefertis prirébas, thofe have en
joyed the greatedt fhare of political hap-
pint's, whefe religions have been leaft
mingled -with fupenitition. It is religis
ous truth, theréfare, and met religions
lies, which we fuppofe nfeful tacivil go-
vernment. The chriftian religioh theies
fore, in dts native purity and frmplicity,
as taught by its firft founders, and wn.
adulterated with thofe fuperftitious mix~
tures which have deformed its beauty,
and counteraéled its falwtary influencey
mutft be, of all religions,. tlie mof ;fau
yvourable to civil foomy

¢ Mr. Bayle,” fays the ilhxﬁnow
Montefquica, ¢ after havingabufed all
religions, endeavours to fully chriftiae
nity : he boldly afferts, that true chrif-
tians cannot form agovernmentof amy
duration. Why mot ?’ replies the bax
ron. ¢ Citizens of this fort being in-
finitely enlightened with refpoét to the
various 'daties of life, and having tie
warmeft zeakto pesform: them, muit be
perfettly fenfible of the rights of ma-
tural defence. The mwre they believa
themfelves indebeed to redigion, diemore
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they would think due to their country.
The principles of chriftianity, deeply
engraven on the heart, would be infi-
nitely more powerful than the falfe ho-
nour of monarchies, than the humane
virtues of republics, or the fervile fear
-of. defpotic.ftates.” '

This is a noble teftimony in favour
of chritianity;, from one who thought
for himfelf, and who wmade the nature
of government and laws, the principal
fudy of his life. v

In order to fhew the influence of the
chriftian religion on civil fociety, it
will be neceffary to confider—the doc-
trines it teaches—the worthip it enjoins
~and the precepts it inculcstes. The
two firft fhall :be treated briefly : the
laft requires a more ample difeuffion.

1. Of the do&rines which chriftiani-
ty teaches, .. - -

Under this head it will not be necef-
fary to treat all the doftrines of our re-

ligion, but merely thofe which more -

immediately and diretly tend to the be-

nefit of fociety. Such are thofe concern- *

ing she nature of the Deity, his provi-
dence, and a future ftate of .rewards
and punifhmente.
In thofe facred writings which con-
- tain.our religion, we have fuch a repre-
fentation of the nature and attributes
.of the great firft caufe, as gives us the
moft grand, noble, and worthy concep-
tions of him. The divine chara&er, as
there drawn, is fuited to infpire ideas
at once the moft auguft and awful, the
moft venerable and lovely. His irrefifti-
ble power, inflexible juftice, .and tre-
-mendous -majefty—his infinite ‘know-

ledge and immaculate purity—itend to °

fill us with the moft profound awe and
-reverence ; to deter us from every thing,
which might proveke him; and confe-
quently to retrain us from every kind
of immorality. Thefe- perfettions of
the Deity leave the impenitent and per-
fifting rebel no hope of efcaping the

righteous vengeanee -of -heaven. His "
diffufive benevolence, the riches of his -
goodnefs, the extentof his mercy, his -

patience and readinefs to pardon the re-

penting and returning finner, are calcu- -

-lated to infpire us with fentiments.of
VoL. VII, No. V,
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love and gratitude, encotrage uis to re-
nounce our vicious praétices, and hope
in his mercy. In a word, the due con-
fideration of his attributes, as reprefent-
edin our religion, neceffarily tends to
reftrain us from all vice, and excite us
to walk in the paths of piety and vir-

“tue; and confequently to promote our -

happinefs as focial beings.

It muft be confefled, even by thofe
who are inclined to think moft favour-
ably of the ancient heathens, that, with
few exceptions, they entertained very
grofs and unworthy notions of their
deities ; and fuch as plainly tended to

-corrupt their morals, and encourage

them in an indulgence of the fenfual
paffions, very pernicious to civil fociety.

“Their gods, as the poet well exprefles it,

were
¢ Gods partial, changeful, paflionate,
unjuft,
‘Whofe attributes wererage, revenge, or
luft.”
The amorous intrigues, the rapes,
quarrels, thefts, &c. for which they were

“celebrated, are juftly reckoned fcan-
- dalous among mortal men. There was

fearcely any vice, the praét.ce of which
was not countenanced by fome of their
deities, male -or female. Indeed whén
we confider the immoralities afcribed to
the gods of the heathens, it is furprifing

" they were not more corrupt and diffo-

lute in their manners. There muft have
been fome powerful antidote in their ci-

-vil inftitutions, which counteraéted the
- influence of religious errors, fo de-
‘fruflive of all morality. The ider,
- which chriftianity gives us of the in-
finite purity of that God whom we.
“worthip, has a quite contrary tendency.
- In a word, the perfections of the Deity,
held up to view in divine revelation, are

fuch, that the ferious confideration and
devout contemplation of them, muft ne-

* ceffarily fill us with an abhorrence of

all impurity and vice of every kind.
The more nearly we réfemble him, and
the more perfe@ly we imitité him, the
more virtuous we are, and the more dif-

pofed to difcharge all the focial duties. -

‘The do&rines, which ‘chriftianity

teaches, goncerning the divine provi-

2 L
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" dence, give us the moft exalted concep-
.tions of the Deity. They are perfetly
confonant to, and indeed the neceffary
confequence of, his attributes. What a
.fublime idea dothey give us of the great
]ehovah,when we confider him as ¢ rul-
ing in the army of heaven, and amongft
the inhabitants of this lower world 1""—
exercifing an abfolute, fupreme, and
. univerfal dominion over all his creatures
—fuftaining them by his power—direét-
ing them by his wifdom~—and fupplying
. them by his bounty ? The God, whom
we are taught to worfhip, is no local
_deity, like thofe of the heathens, pre-
. fiding over this or that portion of na-
tures—the guardian of this or that par-
ticular city or country—inhabiting this
or that particular river, grove, or moun-
tain. He fills the vaft and complicated
machine of the univerfe, touches every
' fpring, moves every wheel, and adjufts
+ _every motion.. He is the fountain not
cnly of being, but of all operation—
the fouree of all that beauty, order, and
* harmony, which are diffufed over the
wide creation, and fill the attentive be-
_holder with fuch inexpreffible delight.
His providence extends to the leaft as
well as the greateft of his works. None
_of his creatures, however infignificant,
~efcape his notice : he regards_them all
with an equal and impartial eye. They
are 21l the objeéts of his parental care—
_all the fubjeéts of his governing power
and wifdlem. With what beauty and
emphafis does the infpired poet fet forth
the exuberant goodnefs of the Creator,
in the ample provifion he makes for the
various tribes of animals, which inha-
bit this fpacious earth! ¢ The Lord is
good to all ; and his tender mercies are
over all his works. The eyes of all
wait upon thee : and thou giveft them
their meat in due feafon. Thou epeneft
" thy hand, and fatisfieft the defire of

every living thing.” But although his '

beneficence is extended to all his crea-
tures, thofe, who devote themfelves to
his fervige, are the obje&s of his pecu-

liar care. ¢ The young lions may lack .

and fuffer hunger : but thofe, who feek
the Lord, fhall not want any good
thing. Their bread thall be given them 3

. generally  imagined.

(May,

their water fhall be fure.” He, who
¢ feeds the young ravens, that cry, and
clothes' the grafs of the field,” will much
more give his own fervants food to eat;
and raiment to put on. -

When the devout chriftian contem-
plates the providence of God in this
view, and confiders all things as under
the government, and at the fovereign

- difpofal, of a being infinitely juft, wile,

and powerful, whofe goodnefs, hike an
overflowing fountain, is continually
diffufing its ftreams over the whole cre-
ation—and who hath pledged his truth,
that ¢ all things fhall work together
for his good™—it cannot fail to infpire
confidence and tranquility, and afford
him confolation under the heavieft ca-
lamities. He looks up to.the bounty ef
his heavenly Father, who, with a benig-
nant hand, peurs out the bleflings of
his providence. In the ufe of the ap-
pointed means, he depends upon his pa-
rental care and munificence; nor dreads

.approaching poverty or want. Content-

ed with that portion of -temperal good
things which providence hath allotted
to him, he is not difpofed to encroach
upon the property of others, either by

_fraud or violence. Satisfied with the

ftation, though humble, in which hea-
ven hath fixed him, he envies not the

_rich_or the great, nor is anxious for

change. With fuch a temper as this,
he cannot fail of being an honeft, quiet,

_and peaceable member of fociety. Such

a difpofition, efpecially in governments

_ which enjoy a great fhare of liberty, is,

perhaps, of more importance than is
Difcontentment
with our prefent condition, envy of

_wealth and power, and an immoderate

fondnefs of change, are the fource of
innumerable evils in fociety. At leaft,
itis certain they were fo in the republic
of Rome, which was continually em-
broiled by the fierce difputes between
the patricians and the plebeians. And, if
I miftake not, much of the prefent un-
cafinefs, ftrife, and political contention
in America, may be traced to the fame

. fource. If every citizen, with a chrifti-
. an temper, would acquiefce in that wife

plan of providence, which ordains a
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certain fubordination of rank and of-
fice in the political body—and confi-
der that in this very thing the beauty,
order, and even the excellence of focie-
ty, very much confifts, we would not
have fo many fattious and turbulent
fpirits amongft us. We would not then
_fee fo many, who, prompted by ambi-
tious and afpiring paffions, are continu-

~ ally grafping after power, and wealth,

and high ftations, endeavouring to puil
down all who are above, and opprefs all
below them. A juft view of providence,

as taught by our religion, .would lead.

us to confider, that in every govern-
+ ment, there muft be high and low, rich
and poor. This would make us eafy and
contented with the lot which heaven has
affignéd to us, and convince us, that in
a&ting our part well, whether it béa
high, or a low one, ¢ all the honour
lies.” :
(To be continued. )

O DD

Letter on the effelts vf lead upon the bu-
: man body. From dr. Franklin to a
- friend.
Pbi[adel])biq, Fuly 31, 1786.
DEAR FRIEND,

Recolled, that when I had the great

pleafure of feeing you at Southamp-
ton, now a twelvemonth fince, we had
fome converfation on the bad effects of
lead taken inwardly ; and that at your
requeft I promifed to fend you in writing
a particular account of feveral falts I
then mentioned to you, of which you
thought fome good ufe might be made.
I now fit down to fulfil that promifz.
. The firft thing I remember of this
kind, was a general difcourfe in Bofton,
when. I was a boy, of a complaint from
North Carolina, againft New England
rum, that it poifonel their people, giv-
ing them the dry-belly-ach, with a lofs
of the ufe of. their limbs. The didil-
leries being examined on the occafion,
it was found, that feveral of them ufed
leaden flill-heads and wortns ; and the
phyficians were of opinion that the mif-
chief was occafioned by that ufe of lead.
The legiflature of Maflachufetts there-

Letter on the effefis of lead upon the buman body.
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upon paffed an at, prohibiting under
fevere penalties, the ufe of fuch ftill- -
heads and worms thereafter. :
In 1724, being in London, I went to
work in the printing houfe, of mr. Pal-
mer, Bartholomew-clofe, as a compofi-
tor. Ithere found a pra€tice, I had never ’
feen before, of drying a cafe of types,
(which are wet in diftribution) by
placing it floping before the fire. I found -
this had the additional advantage, (when"
the types were not only dried but heated) -
of being comfortable to the hands wark--
ing over them in cold weather. I there-
fore fometimes heated my cafe when the-
types did not want drying. But an old
workman ebferving it, advifed me not’

_ta'do fo; telling me, I might lofe the’

ufe of my hands by it, as two of our:
companions had nearly done ; one of
whom, who ufed to earn his guinea, a
week, could not then make more than’
ten fhillings ; and the other, who had-
the dangles, but feven and fixpence.
This, with a kind of obfcure pain, that
I had fometimes felt, as it were in the
bones of my hand; when working over-
the types made very hot, induced me ¢o
omit the pradtice. But talking after-
wards withmr. James a letter-founder
in the fame clofe, and afking him, if his
people, who worked over the: little fur-
naces of melted metal, were not fubjelt to
that diforder—he made light of any

. danger from theefluvia ; but afcribed

it'to particles- of the meta], fwallowed
with their food, by flovenly workmen,
who went to their meals, after handling-
the metal, without well wathing their
fingers, fo that fome of the metaliine
particles were taken off by their bread,
and eaten with it. This appeared to
have fome reafon in it. But the pain I
had experienced, made me ftill afraid of
thofe efluvia. .

Being in Derbythire, at fome of the
furnaces, for {melting of lead ore, I was
told, that the fmoke of thofe furnaces was
pernicious to neighbouring grafs and o-
ther vegetables : but I do not recelleét to
have heard any thing of the effeét of
fuch vegetables, eaten by animals. It
may be well to make the enquiry.

“In Amecrica, L have often. obferved,
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Law cafe. Common pleas, Philadelphia
countyy June term, 178{ Bojon wvs.
_Martin. From Dallas's reports now’
in the prg/i, qnd which will be pub-
lifbed in a fewdays. -

HE defendant was one of the

members from Bedford county,
in the ftate convention, which affembled,
at Philadelphia, to take into confidera-
tion the adoption, or rejeétion, of the
conftitution propofed for the gevern,
ment of the united ftates, by the feder-
al convention, on the 17th of September,

1787. During his attendance upon this.

duty, he was ferved with a fummons,

at the fuit of the plaintiff ; and Sergeant -

ebtained a rule to fhew caufe, why the
procefs fhould not be quathed, upana
fuggeftion, that the defendant, adting in
this public capacity, was entitled to pri-
vilege?

The cafe was elaborately argued by
Levy, for the plaintiff, and Sergeantand
Bradford, for the deféndant.

.Levy reprefented the quefticn to be,
fimply, whether a member of the ftate
convention was protetted, during the
feflions of that body, from being ferved
with a fummons? He remarked, that
there appeared to be a ftrong diftinétion
between the privileges of a permanent
legiflature, and thofe which might be
claimed by a convention, called for a
temporary purpofe: but, waving any
argument arifing from that fource, he
contended, that there was o Gmilitude
between the deliberative bodies of Eng-

sland and Pennfylvania; and that, con-
fequently, the priviiege of parliament
in that country, was not capable of a
ftric uppiication in this, The Englith
eonflitution, confifting of three branches,
was fo conitruéted, as to prevent the en-
croachments of oune branch upon ano-
ther : and 'privilege, asallowedin Eng-
land, was the neccflury refult of that
principle. The privilege of the houfe of
lords, might,_ perhaps, be founded on

immemorial ufage : butif the members
of the houfe of comniong had nat, like-
wife, been prote&ed from arrefts, it is
eafy to perceive, that their deliberations
and decifions might, atany time, have
been interrupted by the praétices of the

“ other branches of the government. But
“if we'mult fill be referred to the pri-

vilege of parliament, he infited that
the proteftion of a member of the
houfe of parkament, extended only
te the cafe of arrefts, or perfonal
reftraint, and not to the fervice of a
fummons*, Nay, we find that anciently
the courts of juftice only took cegni-
zance of the privilege of parliamens, tp
deliver the party out of euftody, and
not to abate the fuit brought againdt
himt. With refpeét to the nature of

privilege, he argued, that in modern .
times, it was become an odiaus and un--
palatable do&trine; and that if it were

res #0va, a verg doubtful queftion might

be made, whether the advantage which -

the public derive from the prote&tion of
its fervants againft vexatious and ma-
liciqus arrefts, compenfates for the injus
ry done by fcreening a man from the
payment of his juft debts. The poiicy.
of queen Elizabeth’s obfervation, that
¢ he was.no fit fuhje&k to be employed

in her fervice, that was fubje&t to other -

men’s adtions, Jeft he might be thought
to delay jufticef,” deferves to be weil
confidered in a republic; and it ap-
pears, indeed, to have operated confi-
derably, even in that kingdom, from
which all our precedents on the fubjeft
are derived. Statute after ftatute, has
been framed to payrow this infration of
the common law: and by theinfluenge
of lord Mansfie]ld’s eloquence, the fta.
tate of the 10 Geo. IIL. c. so. feems at
. NOTES.

* Atk. tralts, 41,42y 43. 1. Mod.
146. S. C.

+ 1 Black, com. 166. Dyer 59. 5.

1 Co. Litt. 131.
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On 'the ufe of ficeping feed barley in a
dry feafon. By mr. James Chapple.
Addreffed to the fecretary of the Bath
Society.

S IR, .

Y great fuccefs in mdking the
following expertment, occa-
fions my communicatimg an ‘account of
it to you, for the benefit of the public,
if thought worthy a place in the third
volume of the Bath fociety’s experi-

mental papers. ‘

The lat fpring being remarkably
dry, I foaked my feed barley in the
black water taken from a refervoir,
which conftantly receives the draining
of my dung héap and ftables. As the
light corn floated on the top, I fkim-
med it off, and let the reft fand twenty-
four hours. On taking it from the wa-
ter, I mixed the feed grain with a fuffi-
eient quantity of fifted wood-athes, to
make it {pread regularly, and fowed
three fields with it. I began the fix-
teenth, and finithed the twenty-third
of April. The produce was fixty
buthels peracre, of good clean barley,
without any fmall or green corh, or
weeds at harveft. No perfon in this
country had better grain. )

I fowed alfo feveral other fields with
the fame feed dry, and without any
preparation : but the crop, like thofe
of my neighbours, was very poor, not
more than twenty bufhels per acre, and
much mixed with green corn and weeds,
when harvefted. I alfo fowed fonte of
the feed dry on one ridge in each of
my former fields : but the produce was
very poor, in comparifon of the otheir
parts of the field.

O D@D <

Elay on the influence of religion in civil
Jociety." By the rew. Thomas Reefe,
A. M. paflor of the prefbyterian
charch, at Salem, S. C.—Written in
378 5.—Continued from Vol. VII. p.
2613,

NUMBER VIL

HE ways of providence often

'K appear dark and myfterious, even
o the moft careful obfervers, whilehere
v this world; becaufe the plan is im-

Thdy,

perfeéQly coriprehended. The wicked
who break through all the lais of God
and man, are‘often profperous, and in
Appearance hippy; while the righteous
are opprefled, and borne down with the
teavieft afffidtions afid calamities. Bat
when the vaft chain, of which we now
fee only a few detached links, will bb
ufifolded—=when the ‘curtam of time
is drawn afide, and eteriiity opens upon
us—when thé mighty dramad, if I may
fo exprefs it, winds ap—then we will
fee thie juftice of all the divine difpen-
fations : then the good man thall be re-
Warded, the Wwicked punifhed, and the
ways of God to man fully vindicated,
The laft a&t will dnravel all, and exhi-
bit every charalter in its true light.
The chriftian confiders all this : and
therefore, though he tannat fee through
the dark maze of providence, he'adores,
in filence, what he is nor able to fa-
thami, and fubmirs withott repining to
the determinations of Héaven. He pofs
fefles his foul in patience; and looks
forward to that great decifive day, when
the juftice of the fupreme Ruler;, will
triomph in the reward of virtue, and
the punithinent of vice. This naturally
leads to tlie duétrine of a future fate,
which is a part of the Rupendous plin
of providence, and is of the utmfoft iin-
portance to civil fociety. It isatknow-
ledged, thac this doé&trine was of gener-
al belief among the civilized heathens:
and we hdvé fuppofed, that it wds of
fingular utility to their civil policy.
Bat it is beytnd all doubt, that chirifti-
ans have ddvantages vaftly fuperlor in
this particular, for which they are
wholly indebted to divine revelation.
Though the heathens expe&ted arighte-
ous judgment to come, and to be re.
warded or purithed hereafter, accord-
ing as they behaved themfelves here—
they weré muth in the dark as to the
circumftances of that judgment; and the
nature of thofe rewards and punith-
ments. All, who are acquainted with
their writings, will readily own, that
their ideas, concerning thefe things,
were very abfurd, grofs, and puerile.
But in the feriptures, efpecially in the
new teftamcnt, where ¢¢ life and im-

-—
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mortality are. brought to, light,” we.
haveall thefe partlculars unfalded, as
far as infinite wifdom fees ‘neceffary to
our happinefs—and as far, perhaps, a3
we are able to comprehend them, in our,
prefent imperfe& ftate. The awful pro-
cefs of the gcneral Judgment is repre-
fented in fuch a manner as is fuited to
ive us the moft deep and folemn im-
preflions of that great andterrible day.
The charater, of the Judge—bis de-
feent to Jngment, in_all the pomp and,
maj ﬂy of a God—the unfuﬁ'erahlc
fplcndor of his appearance—his bright,
angelic retinue—the folemn aund tre-
mendoys found of the laft trumpet, whu;h
announces his approach, and ufhers in
the awful fcene-—-are all defcnbed with
a grandeur and boldnefs of imagery, a
force and elevation of language, which
00 human pen can reach. The refur-
rectian of. the dead by the all-awaken-
ing voice of the Son of God—the
change of the living and their appear-
ance, in one vaft. aflembly, before the
judge feated on his burning throne—thg
applauding fentence of the rightedus—
the juft and terrible doom of the wick-
ed—are fet befare us with fuch fublimi-
ty of thought, and energy of expref-
fion, as feem beft adapted to arreft the
attention, and impref(s the heart. Sym-
pathifing nature adds to the - folemnity
andterror of the day. The fun is dar-
kened; the moon turned into blood;
hghtmngs ﬂ_aﬂ; thynders roar; ¢ thq
heavens pafs away with a great noife ; the
elements melt with fervent heat ;" and
the earth diffolves in fire..

For the fake of brevity, fome of
lhql'e texts, in which the final judgment
is defcribed, are referred to below * ;
and whoever will pleafe to turn to them,
and read with attention, muft be fauck
with the majefty and grandeur of the
fentiments, if he bave any tafte for
what is truly great.and fublime. How
mean and trifling are the fiGtions of the
heathen pocts—their reprefentations of

3790}

NOTE.

¢ Dan. 7. 9.10. Rey. 20. 11, 13.
13. 2. Thefl, 1. 7. §. 9. Mat. 31.and
feq.

gce,of religion. Y4

Mings and Rhadamanthus feparating
thapxqus from the impiqus, and affign-
ing them their diftin& abodes, when
compared with the defcriptions ‘which
diving revelation, gives us of the laf
judgment!

"The rewards, which cl;nfaam;y pro-
pofes to all her. fincere votaries, are the
moft great and glorious imaginable.
They are pure, refined, intelleGual,
much more excellent and worthy of a
rational creature, than thofe of apy
other religion. The Elyfium. of the -
heathens makes a poor and cantemptible
figure, when compared with the hea-
ven of chyiftians. Their ¢ yellow meads
of Afphadel,” and bowers of Ama.
ranth—their combats, running, wreft-

. ling, mufic, and dancmg—-wnll not bear

a comparifon with thofe fublime¢ joys,
and intelleftual pleafures, which our
religion promlfes. as the reward of vir-
tuqus and pious fouls. The company
and cpnverfation of . pious heroes, paets,
and philofophers, which. feem to have
baep the moft exalted notion, that evep
a Socrates formed of future happinefs,
though much more reafonable and wor-
thy of an intelligent nature—are noth-
ing more than may be  enjoyed in the
prefent life. How far do even thefe fall
fhort of the fociety of angels and the
fpirits of juft men made perfect—and
of that happinefs which confifts in the
knowledge, contemplation, and fruition
of the chief good—by which our na-
tures are exalted to the higheft pitch of
perfeltion and felicity? What a defpi-
cable idea of future happinefs do fome
of the more fenfual Jews frame to them-
felves, when they place it in delicious
feafts and rich banquets ? The paradife
of the mahometans is ftill more vileand
fordid. How unworthy of rational crea+
tures ! to fuppofe that their fupreme fe- .
licity confifts in good fare, and the frui-
tion of pleafures, altogether feafual,
which brutes enjoy in a more exquifite
degree.

Chriftianity reprobates every thing of
this kind, and exhibits pleafures more
noble, folid, and permanent, than the
richeft entertainments—the moft exqui-
fite fenfual delights. Whatever is reck-
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oned great or glorious, grand or mag-
nificent, among mortals—whatever af-
fords the higheft fatisfa&tion, the moft
intenfe and poignant pleafure in this
world—all thefe are employed by the
infpired penmen, only as emblems of the
heavenly felicity. Kingdoms, thrones,
crowns, are but faint refemblances of
¢¢ that exceeding and eternal weight of
glory which fhall be revealed hereafter.”
‘The moft fumptuous banquets, where
the gentle fire of love lights up every
countenance, joy tranfports, and friend-
fhip warms, are but imperfe reprefen-
tations of that ¢ fulnefs of joy which
is in the prefence of God, and thofe ri-
vers of immortal pleafure, which flow
at his right hand.” The facred writers,
who make ufe of thefe earthly images,
inform us, at the fame time, that the
celeftial happinefs is great beyond com-
parifon, and far tranfcends our higheft
conceptions.—¢¢ As it is written, eye
* hath not feen nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heartof man, the things
which God hath prepared for thofe that

love him.” (To be continued.)
-S> @D
Inhabitants of Rbode ifland and Prowi-
dence plantations.
1730, Whites 15,302
Blacks 2,603
17,908
1742, Whites 20,755
. Blacks 4,373
‘ 34,128
1761. Whites. 35,939
Blacks 4,697
. 40,636
1774. Whites 54,435
Blacks 55243
59,678
1783. Whites 48,538
. Blacks 3,361
51,899
Inbabitantsof New Ferfey.
1738. Whitess 413,388
Blacks 3,981
' 47,369
1745. Whites sG.797
Blacks 4,606
61,403
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3784, Whites 139,934
Blacks 10,501 .
140,43§
- D TDED o ’

A fhort account of the hon. Theodsric

" Bland, ¢fq. deceafed, one of the Virgi-
nia delegation.
R. Bland was a native of Vir-
ginia, and defcended from an
ancient and refpeftable family in that
ftate. He was bred to phyfic : but up-
on the commencement of the American
war, having been educated in’ very li-
beral principles, he quit the praétice,
and took an a&tive part in the caufe of
his country. He foon rofe from a vo-
lunteer to the rank of colonel, and had
the command given him of a regiment
of dragoons. While in the army, he
frequently fignalized himfelf by brilliant
altions. In 1779, he was appointed to
the command of the convention troops,
at Albemarle barracks in Virginia ; and
continued in that fituation till fome
time in 1780, when he was eleted to a
feat in congrefs.

He then refigned his commiflion of
colonel, and continued in congrefs, three
years, the time allowed by the confe-
deration : after the expiration of this
time, le again returned to Virginia,
and was chofen a member of their ftate
legiflature. On the great queftion of
the conftitution, mr. Bland was oppof-
ed thereto, as fuppofing it repugnant te
the interefts of lus country, and was in
the minority that voted againft the ra-
tification. When the conftitution was
at length adopted, mr. Bland, a&ting
in conformity to the charaéter of a good
citizen, {ubmitted to the voice of the
majority, and became a candidate to re-
prefent the diftriét in which he lived, in
the congrefs of the united ftates. He
was eleéted without oppofition ; and has
had the honour of reprefenting them in
the firft congrefs under the new confti-
tution. Mr. Bland’s charater in the
prefent congrefs has been fuchas to me-
rit the warmeft efteem of his country-
men in general. In his charafter, he
was honeﬂ, open, and candid; and bore
an univerfal good chara&er, in hls in-
tercourfe with mankind.

—— ———
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As to the nature of an oath, it is
generally defined and underftood to be,
¢ afulemn appeal to God, as certain-
Jy knowing the truth or falfehood of
what we declare, and as it were pray-
ing bim to do us good or evil accord-
ing as we fhall make a true or falfe
declaration.™

In all civil focieties, the fhicteft care
fhould be taken, to find out, ia all ju-
dicial proceedings, the truth of faéts
relating to thelife, reputation, and pro-
perty of private perfons, or to the
welfare of communities, as well as to
oblige men to {ulfil many neceffary and
important engagements, in which the
good of individuals or of the public
may be concerned. Now an eath is
the ftrongeft fecurity that can be given
or taken for men's fpeaking truly, or
a&ting honeftly and faithfully. It weyld

therefore be too much negletting and

expofing the interefts of individuals and
of the community, to leave the weighty
tranfations of civil adminiftration un-
{fupparted by the fanétion and energy of
oaths. And fince there is fwch a neceffi-
ty, in many cales, of making a folemn
appeal to heaven, or of adjuring men
by the living God, the greatett care
fhould be taken, to preferve the facred-
nefs of oaths, and not render them too
cheap and familiar by a too frequent
and unneceffary ufe of them. It is
gieatly to be withed, that'there were not
fo many occafions of multiplying oaths,
and of requiring them {o often, and of
fuch numbers of perfons in civil tranf-
actions, in collefting excife duties, &c,
" unlefs greater pains were teken to im-
prefs men’s minds with a ferfe of the
{Glemnity and importance of an oath,
and unlefs they had mo.e of the feur of
God before their eyes. The frequent
exaftion of oaths has, no doubt, a
grert tendency to leflen that reverence
which is due to them, and of expofing
men to the fin of perjury. Itis enough

to fink the heart of a goed citigen, to
fce and hear the fhifts and évafions.

which many will make, who have fo.
lemuly fworn by the omsifcient God,

that they will declare the truth, the

whole truth, and nsthing but the truth i

Google
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{Avguft,
and to notice, by what flimfy arts, they

will fatisfy their confciences, wien they-

have an opportunity of faving or get.
ting money, by violating not nerely
their promifes, but their oaths. An-
other great realon, no doubt, why fo-
lemn oaths are {o little regarded, is be
caufe profine oaths are fo frequently
{poken and heard. To fay nothing of
the impiety of profane fwearing, it is.
amoft unmanly and caufelefs vice, and
has a moft malignant afpeét on the in-
terefts of civil fociety Profanenefs is
as poor an evidence of wit and fenfe,
of courage and of good breeding, as it.
is of folid goodnefs. The dregs of
mankind are as great adepts in this art
as the pretended gentleman. And aste
the tendency which profane fwearing
has to introduce perjury, and otherwife
injure the interefts of fociety, it is thus
exprefled by alively wiiter: ¢ If the
devil himfelf was to ftudy and contrive
a way for the difarming of mankind of
that natural reverence and veneration

they have for oath:, and bringing them.

without much fcruple of confcienee to
fwear any thing, at any time, whether
true or falfe, as their own interefts might

tempt them to it, he could not pitch.

upon a more effe®ual one than this,
to make oaths familiar to them upen
all accafions, and to bring them inte
cuftomary ufe in ordinary converfation,

That inan, whocan fwear an hundred -
times a day, when there is no reafon

for it, I cannot imagine what regard

he can have for an oath, when heis call.

ed upon to give it, where there is reafon.
Worcefier, Fune 3, 1790.
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Effay on the influence of religion in civil
Jociety. By the vev. Thomas Reefe, A.
M. paflor of the prefoyterian church

at Salem, . C.—Written in 1785 <=’

Page 48.  NUMBER v
CHRISTIAN[TY not only gives

us the moft noble and- rational
reprefentation of that immenfe and un.
utterable reward, which awaits good
men in the eternal world bugpllo ex.
hibits the moft teyrible and friking
pi€ture of that punifhment, which will
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be inflited on the wicked. The hea-
then writers have been much more hap.
py in their deferiptions of the latter than
the former. Their deep and difmal
dungeons, dark and dreary caverns,
whirlpools of filth and torrents of fire
2 their endlefs labours, racking whecls,
and tormenting furies, are no faint im-
ages of terror, and bear a confiderable
analogy to the chriftian notions on this
head. But what are thefe, when com-
parcd with the defcriptions, which the
pen of infpiration gives us of hell—the
feat of enraged juftice and burning ven-
geance—and of thofe eternal pains,which
the enkindled wrath of the Almighty
inflits upon the wretched ghofts,
who are condemned to thofe gloomy
manfions of endlefs horror and defpair ?
¢ The blacknefs of darknefs forever—
the worm that never dies, and the fire
that is not quenched—weeping, wailing,
and gnathing of teeth—fire, brimftone,
and an horrible tempeft {** what gloomy
and dreadful images are thefe! How aw-
fully grand and ftriking ! How well ac-
commodated to awaken our fears—to
deter us from evil—and ftimulate us to
the prattice of piety and virtue ; with-
out which we cannot expe&t to efcape
the threatened punithment! whoever
will take the trouble to confult the nu-
merous paflages of holy writ, where the
future punifhment of the wicked is de-
{eribed, will perceive how well they ave
fuited to convey the moft ftrong and
terrible. ideas of extreme unutterable
nifery. Inall the heathen writings, we
carinot find fuch awful and friking
pittures of the keen anguifh, the un-
fpeakable agony and horrer of thofe
guilty wretches, who ¢ lie down in
forrow, and make their bed in hell.”
Two of the greatelt heathen poets have
tried their It;ength, and exerted the
whole force of thejr talents, in defcrib-
ing a future ftate. All thofe great and
fplendid images—all that rich andbeau.
tiful colouring, which the bold, glow-
ing, and creative fancy of Hamer, or
the fine, correét and copious imagina-
ton of Virgil could beftow—=have been
employed to heighten and embellith the
fubjeft. Afterall, I think every capa-
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ble and candid judge will allow;, that
their reprefentations are far from being
equzi to thole of feripture, even ia point
of fublimity; not to mention other
things of much greater importance.

Hear what an eminent and judi-
cious prelate of the Eaglith church fays
on this fubje&t. Bithop Tillotlon, after
having given a defcription of the lafk
day from fcripture, has the following
paffage; ¢ I appeal to any man, whe-
ther this be nota reprefentation of things
very proper and fuitable to that great
day, wherein he, who made the world,
fhall come to judge it ? and whether the
wit of man ever deviled any thing fo
awful and fo agreeable to the majefty
of God, and the folemn judgment of
the whole world? The defcr ptions
which Virgil makes of the Elyfian fields,
and the infernal regions, how infinitely
do they fall fhort of the majefty of the
holy fcriptures, and the defcriptions
there made of heaven. and hell, and of
the great and terrible day of the Lord?
fo thatin comparifon they are childifh
and trifling. And yet, perhaps, he had
the moft regular and moit governed im-
agination of any man thit ever lived,
and obferved the greatet decorum in
his charaers and defcriptions.™ ¢ But
who can declare the great things of
God, but he o whom God thall raveal
them ™ .

Thefe few hints, concerning the
chriftian do@rines of a righteous judg-
ment to come, and a futuye ftate of re.
wards and punithments, may ferve to
fhew of ho much importance they are
to civil fociety. He, who firmly believes
m a future judgment, and refle®s with
any degres of ferioufnels on the awful
folemnities of that great and terrible
day, when he muft ftand before an al.
mighty and omnifcient Judge, and give
an account of all his a&ions—zannot
but be influenced in fome meafure by
fuch a belief. And the influence, which
fuch a profpeét has upon the minds of
men, muit be favourible to civil go-
vernment, by reflraining their paffions,
curbing licentioufne(s, and deterriag
them: from violence and injufticc.

‘Whe, that Grmly believes, agd feri-
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eully contemglates the immenfe ‘and
unfpeakable rewards which awsit: the
rightesus in & future life, can avcid be-
ing allured to the purfuit of virtue?
who, that looks forward, and confiders
the awtul doom of thofe who perfift in
a courfe of vice and impiety, can, bold-
ly and without ‘remorfe, go on in the
road which Jeads' to eternal mifery®?
<t It is impoffible™ fays an exceilent
writer, ¢ to bid defiance to ¢ternal ru-
in, without fome rtfuge in imagina.
t:ion—fome pretumption of efcape.”
Asleng as men really believe, that there
15 2 vt God, who will punifh their
criimes 1n a future ftate, they will be
under fome reftraint. They feldom
give themielves over to a life of avow-
ed vice and immorality until they coine
to doubt or difbelieve this truth. Hence
it is, that they are obliged to take refuge
in infidelity, before they can wholly fi-
lence the clamouys of confcience, and
fin at eafe. The chriftian do&rines of a
future judgment, of heaven, and of
hell, have a greater influence, even om
the moft profligate, than, perhaps is
genciaily imagined: and if men were

N¢TE.

* T have all along taken it for gront-
ed, that the punifhments, which chriiti-
anity holds up to the wicked in a fu-
ture ftate, are eternal in the &t and
proper fenfe. The contrary cpinion is
embraced and propagated with much
zeal, by fome preachers in  America.
Leavingit to others, is, to dcfend thetruth
an this particular, it is tomy purpofe
only to obferve, that the dc&rine of
univerfal final falvation for all men,
even the moft wicked, tends to encou-
rage immorzlity, and confequently is
pernicious to civil fociety. The mett
ingenious advocates cf this do&trine, the’
they may deny, cannot obviate this cdi-
ous confequence ; which, were there ro
other arguments, ought to convince eve-
ry man, that their notions ar¢ falfc and
dangerous. The propagators of fuch
poifonous do&rines cught to be defpifed,
and treated with contempt by ai! the
fliends of civil government, if from ne
ether, at leaft from political motives.
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under no reftraint from this quarter,
we fhould find them much mora diffi-
cult to govern tham they are. Lord
Shaftefbury tells us, ¢ thar among the
vulgar, a heaven and a hell may prevail,
where a jail and a gallows are thought
infufficient.”™  And yet this is the man
who was for fubftituting a fine tafte in-
ftead of religion, for the regulation of
men's manaers.  If indeed this noble
author could-give all men a juft -tafte,
it would be deing fomething : but whe
does not fee, that this is impoffible ?
as one cf his anfwerers well obferves,
‘¢ he might as well think of making
them all lords.> :

Lord Bolingbroke f{penks the fame
language. He confeffes in the moft ample
manner, ¢ that the doftrines of the im-
mortxiry of thefoul and a future ftate of
rewards and punithments, cannot fail
to have a great effe& on the manners
of menj that the belict of them tends
to enforce civil laws and reftrain vice 3™
and yet he ftrenuoufly endeavours 1o
overthrow thofe doftrincs.

I have often wondered at the abfur-
dity of thofe men, who glory in the
name of patiot, as thefe celebiated
writers certainly did ; and yet make it
their bufinefs to ridicule religion and
weaken its obligations. They acknow-
ledge, that itis a neceflary reftraint on
the manners of the multitude, and there-
fore ufeful to government; and. yet do
their utmoft to bring it into contempt.
I know no better way to expofe the in-
confiftency of fuch men, than by com-
paring them to an archite&, who with
much ccft and labour raifes and adorns
the fupe:trudture, while he is pulling
away the main pillars which fupport the
fabric. Can that man be reckened z
genuine lover of his country, who en-
deavours to promote vice, and corrupt
the morals of the pcopie? And I muft
tike the liberty to think, that this is
the cafe of all thofe who propagate in-
fidelityw—and, under the odious name
of fuperftition, endeavour to blacken
chriftianity, and eradicate all fenfe of
rehizicn fromt the minds of men, If T
witeke not, we have fome patriots of
t! is (tamp among eutfilves, who,by their
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contermpt of all religion, their malici-
ous fneers, and fly infinuations, are con-

tbuting largely to the deftruction of

their country.1'hey may do many things -

laudable and beneficial to the public : but
while they are raifing up with one hand,
they are pulling down with the other.
They would reckon it an unpardonable
outrage for anyoue even to infinuate, that
they are not faft friends of govern-
ment ; and yet make no fcruple of ridi-
culing the moft facred and mportant
truths of religion ; and by theirloofe,im-
raoral lives,and the poifon of their exam-
ple, are {apping one of ¢he prineipal pil-
lars, on which it refts. Suppofe fome of
thefe zealous patriate fhoaid be fo fuccef-
ful as to profelyte all the citizens of the u-
nited ftates, and banifthali thofe fables of

2 heaven and hell from¢he minds of the
credulous multitude ; I{hould beglad to .

know what they thinkwould be the conl¢-
quence. Would men become better mem-
bers of fociety; if all the fentiments of re-
ligion,which, as a great politician* ob-

ferves, ¢ are,perhaps,tlie only motiveof-

honetty in the greateft part of mankind,™

were utter]yabelifhe:d? It hath been often-

oblerved, that thefe fage unbelievers,who
think themnfelves too knowing tobe carri-
ed away with the religious tales of a fu-
ture ftate, are well enough pleafed, that
the vulgar should think there is fome
truth in them.
much amifs, if their wives and daugh-
ters have a f{imall {pice of faith about
them. A female frecthinker is an odi-
ous charaéter even among infidels. What
can be the reafon of this ? Is it not piain
that notwith{tanding ail their loud talk
againft religion, they confider it as one
of the ftrongeit fences of virtue? if it
be fo neceflary in females, why not in
the other fex ? Have men no need of
this additional motive to a lifc of virtue
and probity ? Or is it no detriment to
fociety, for them to be faife and faith-
lefs, and indulge themfelves in the gra-

tiication of their irregular appetites ?-

Is there a hell for women, but none for
men ? If thefe gentlemen look upon the

NOTE.,

* Beccaria.
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Horrible barbariy.

Nor do they think it

”.

do&rine of a future ftate, -though falle,
to be ufeful in fociety, where is their
civil prudence, when they are endea--
vouring to turn it into ridieule, and-
erafe it from the minds of men? fup-
pole them to be a fet of refined fpirits,
who have a juft and noble tafte, "and
are capable of being enamoured with
virtue for her own fake, and of fhun-
ning vice merely on account of its in-
nate deformity ; what is to be done with
the buik of mankind, who have no fuch
tafte—who purfue virtue chiefly for her
dower, and fhun vice on acecount of
that future punithment 'which attends
1t ? what a deluge of luft, and fraud,
and violence, would quickly overfpread
our country, were all thofe brought to
be thorough-paced infidels ! in a word,
whatever regard thefe men may profefs
to virtue, I can fcarcely think them in
earneft, when they ridicule religion
in order to promote it.—This by the
way. ‘

To conclude, if the Elyfium and
‘Tartarus of the heathens, were of that
importance to focietx, which the anci-
ent lawgivers and-politicians fuppoled,
much more muft the chriftian do@rines
of heaven and hell, which are tounded
in truth, and free from all fiftion and
fable. (To be continued.) *

DD 0
Horrible barbarity.

N the year 1767, the thips Indian

queen, duke of York, Nancy and
Concord of Briftol, the Edgar of Li-
verpool, and the Canterbury of Lon-
don, lay in Old Calabar river.

It happened, at this time, that a
quarrel fubfifted between thie principal
inhabitants of Old Town and thofe of.
New Town, Old Calabar, which had
originated in a jealoufy refpeing flaves,
The captains of the veflels now men-
tioned, united in fending feveral letters
to the inhabitants of Old Town, bLut
parucularly to Ephraim Robin John,
who was at that time a grandee, and a
principal inhabitant of the place. The
univerfal tenor of thefe letters was, that
they were forry that any jealouty or

- quarrel fhould fubfit between the twe
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Remarks on capital punifhments are received and under confideration.

‘The extraéts made by M. fhall appear in-due courfe.

Inftance of torture in Scotland—account of the floating gardens in Mexico—
account of Locke’s plan of government for Carolina—in our next.

‘We are forry to be again obliged to defer the memoirs of dr. Franklin.

“The remarks on American archite€ture—on Chefterficld’s letiers—on the im-
portance of the prefent era, &c. fhall be inferted as foon as poffible. The future
correfpondence of the writer of thefe effays fhall be regarded as a particular favour.

The copy of a letter written by dr. Franklin to a lady in France, was
miflaid—otherwife, it fhould have been publithed immediately after it was recerved
It has been fince found, and fhall appear in our next number.

_As the alteration in the time of publication, which, it was fuppofed, would be
more'agreeable to diftant fubfcribers, without being at all inconvenient to thofe
in the city and its vicinity, has been objeted to by many, the mufeun will in
future be publifhed on the original plan, viz. on the firft day of the month fuc-
ceeding that, of which it bears the name.
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Effay on the influence of religion in civil

Jociety. By the rew. Thomas Reefe,
A. M. paflor of the prefbyterian
church at Salem in South Cardlina.

Written anno 1785.—P. 79.

NUMBER VIIIL
E now proceed, in the fecond
place, to treat of the worfhip
which chriftianity enjoins.

That worfhip which the chriftian re-
ligion requires, is pure, fimple, fpiritu-
al, and perfeftly conformable to the
nature of its obje®t. God is a fpirit,
and therefore we are commanded to
# worthip himin fpiritand in truth.” A
fupreme and unfeigned love—a fincere
and ardent gratitude—a folemn aweand
reverence—an humble confidence and
entire refignation to his will—are the
leading difpofitions he requires in his
worfhippers. The fupreme excellence of
his nature, the tranfcendent glory of his
attributes, which far furpafs the moft
exalted conceptions of men and angels,
render him the proper objeét of our fu-
preme love. His overflowing bounty,
the riches of his grace, the number
and greatnefs of his mercies, demand
eur higheft and warmeft gratitude.
His awful glory and tremendous ma-
jefty call for holy fear and dread. His
power, wildom, truth, and juftce,
thould infpire us with confidence, and
lead us to acquiefce with abfolute fub-
miffion in all his righteous difpenfa-
tions. In the proper exercife of thefe
difpofitions, confifts that internal wor-
fhip which our religion enjoins. The
external part confiffs in the outward
expreffions of thefe inward difpofitions,
by fuch words, attions, and attitudes,
a5 are moﬁ proper to convey the fenti-
ments of the heart, And our religion
teaches us, that thefe outward expref-
fions are no further acceptable to the
Deity, than as they are conneéted with,
and flow from, thofeinternal difpofitions
which he requires. To ¢ draw near to
God with our lips, when our hearts are
far from him,” is hypocritical and

odious in his fight. To exhibit outward -

expreflions of love, reverence, grati-

tude, &c. where there is nothing of

thefe difpofitions at heart, is only a
Voi. VIII. No, IIl
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folemn farce—a piece of profane mock-
ery ; and, fo far from pleafing Ged,
is anabomination to him. He requiies
¢ truth in theinward parts.” A pure,
fincere, humble, and upright heartis the
obje& of his higheft approbation. If
this be wanting, nothing elfe can beac-
ceptable. All the effential parts of chrif-
tian worfbip are appointed by God
himfelf, who beft knows what is agree-
able to his own nature, and fuited to
our condition. They all tend to fuggeft
{piritual ideas, to detach the mind from
objeéts of fenfe, and fix it onthe im-
portant realities of an invifible world.
Thue religious worfhip of a people,
efpecially the public part of it, will al-
ways have a confiderable influence on
their morals ; and this influence will be
good or bad, according to the nature of
their worfhip. If that be pure, rational,
and agreeahle to the nature of "a hely
Being, it will lead to purity of morals,
and therefore promote the happinefs ef
civil fociety. If the contrary, theeffett
will be direétly oppofite. In the public
werfhip, which genuine chriftianity
prefcribes, every part is caleulated to
infpire us with an averfion from vice,
and aloveof picty and virtue. Our
prayers, when affembled for public
worthip, are a folemn addrefs to that
pureand immaculate Being, who is the
Author of life, and the fountain of all
our bleffings. In thefe we recognize
his -glorious perfetions, .exprefs our
dependence on him, and return the tri-
bute of our gratitude, for his great
and manifold mercies. Here we confefs
the evil of fin, plead for the pardon of
it, through the mevitsof ‘a Redeemer,
and acknowledge the obligations we are
under, to renounce it, and live fober,
righteous, and godly lives. It is not
neceffary to take up the reader’s time,
in fhewing how well fuited all thefe
things are to imprefs the heart with pi-
ous fentiments, and fortify the mind
with frefh refolutions againft whatever
is oppofed to the nature of that holy Be-
ing te whom our prayers are addreffed.
If this partof chriftian worthip be per-
formed in a proper manner, it cannot
fail to have an irfluence on our moral
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temper and pratice, as favourable to fo-
ciety as it is extenfive. To return to
thofe vicious praétices, the criminal and
wnreafonable nature of which we have
been jjuft confefling, and from . which
we have been juft praymg to be deliver-
ed, has fornethmg init very abfard and
fhocking to an ingenuous mind. -
That part of our worthip, which f
more particularly defigned to celebrate
the praifes of our Creator, has the
fame moral tendency. In this the
charms of mufic and poetry are ad-
ded to heighten our devotion—awaken
the foul—inflame the heart—and raife
our affeétions to that pitch of ardéeur
and ‘elevation, which is juftly dueto
the objet of our adoration. Our fongs
of praife are adapted to heighten our
conceptions, and give us the moft ex-
alted. thoughts of God. The more our
views of .the divine perfetions are en-
larged, the more intenfely will the pure
flame of divine loye burn in our hearts ;
and if 1t be true, that love aflimilatesto
the obje&t beloved, the more we love,
the more we will refemble the Deity.
The more we refemble him in his moral
attriputes, the more we. muft abhor fin,
that abominable thmg which he hates.
The.more deeply his image is engraved’
oii our hearts, thie more we will be dif-
pofed toimitate his infinite benevolence ;
and of confequence, topromote the hap-
pinels of -our fellow citizens, by the
fleady praétice of every focial duty.

- As to thofe grave religious difcour-
Jes, which are deliveredin our chriftian
affemblies, they are foevidently calcu-
Jated to promote virtue, and combat

* -vige, that little need be faid concerning
them. While the mimfers of gur reli-
gion purfue the omg-mzl defignof their
iflitution, and live and preach as
chriftianity requires, their public in-
firu&tions and folemn admonitions will
always tend to facilitate the defigns of

- awife and falutary policy. If they fol-
low the example, and‘paya dueregard
"to the precepts, of their heavenly Maf-
ter, their difcourfes ‘muft neceflarily be
adapted to make men wifer and better.
In thefe the pure and heavenly doc-

trines of our seligion are explained
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and preﬂ'ed,/her precepts inculcated, and
her laws and fan&ions vindicated. Here
the eternal worldis laid open, and all
the isiterefting and import:nt realities
of - a futare ftate unfolded. Hcavenand
hell, eternal happinefs and eternal ni-
fery, with the grandeur and folempngy
of thofe fcenes which bring on the geni-
13l confummation, are held up to view.
The lovely and alluring forms of virtue
and religion—the guilt and deformiity
of vice—the unfpeakable eternal feli.
city which attends the one—and thee-
verlafting mifery whi¢h is the confe-
quenceof the other, are fet before our
eyes. Such piures as thefe, executed -
by the bold and corret hand of a maf-
ter,and exhibited in thofe rich and ftron
colourings, which the ‘glowing 'penéﬁ
of infpiration fuppiies, muft have a
great influence on the morals of x
people. In the compafs of niiture, there
are- no other topics better adapted to
roufe and fix the attention of men, to
feize the lmagmatxon, alarm the cons
feience, 'excite their hopes and fears,
and confequently to reclaim them from
vice and impiety, to the love and prace
tice of univerfal righteoufnefs.

- To what hath ‘been faid, 'eonce‘rning'
iour religious worfhip, it may be proper
to add, that even the pofitive inftitu-
tions of chriftianity, fo much derided by
infidels, are defigned and excellently
well fuited to promote purity of heart
and life. The rite of baptifm points
out the neceflity of inward moral pu-
rity, and lays us tnder an exprefs and
folemn obligation, to renounce the desds
of darknefs, and confecrate ourfelves
to the fervice of God, by alife of pi.
ety and wvirtwe. The eticharift is a
commemoration of the ftupendous
and unparalleled Joveof God in giving
his Son to redeem our finful race, to re-
ftore us from the ruins of our fall, and
open the gates, of the heavenly parad’ ife.
In this memorialof the fufferings and
death of our compaffionate "Redeemer,
we have the moft ftriking difplay of
the immacuilate holinefs of God, and of

- his infinite ‘oppofition to ‘fin, which

required fo coftly a facrifice. Here tos,
we oblige ourfelves in the moft folenin
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and cxphut manner, to depart from all
iniquity, @ and lead a holy life, by prac-
tifing pnety towards God, as well as
juftice and charity towards our fellow-

men. Pliny tells us, that the primitive

chriftians ufed to meet rogcthcr, and
bind themfelves by a folemn oath' (fa-
cramento) * that they would not fteal,
nar rob, nor be guity of a breach of

faith.” This might have taught him,.

that chriftianity was at leat favourable
16 morals, and ought to have fheathed
the perfecuting fword of civil govern-
ment. What cap be more proper than
this holy mﬁxtutton, to keep alive a
fenfe of religion in the hearts of men ;
o root out fram their minds all hatred
and malice ; and unite them in the bonds
of love and friend(hip ?

If an affeting view of the moft af-

tonithing and unmerited love, exhibited .

to our fenfes by the moft apt and fig-
nificant fymbols, can excite our love—
if the richeft- bleflings which heaven
«could beftow, can excite our gratitude—
durely this holy feaft, upon the facrifice
of our Redeemer, muft havea powerful
isfluence upon our lives. If the moft
folemn vows and oaths of fidelity to
the great Author of our falvation, have
any force to bind chriftians, the facred
engagements we come under, by taking
tbis facrament, muft be a ftrong fecu-
Tity againft the allurements of vice,
and a continual excitement to perfevere
in the paths of virtue. Thus every part
of chriftian worfhip, as prefcribed by
its divine Author, leads to, and enforces
purity of manpers, and ferves to re-
ftrain men from thofe vicious courfes,
which, in the natural fiream of things,

tend to the deftruétion of civil govern-:

ment. Had we time to enter intp a mi-
nute comparifon of the chriftian with
other religions, its {uperior excellence
in this refpe®t would appear in the
firongeft light. It cannot be denied,
that the worthip of thofe heathen na-
tions, which have been moft renowned
for their civil policy, not only in many
inftances encouraged, but even confifted
i the groflelt jmmoraliies.  This
was the cale among the Egyptians,
Grecks, and Romans. To fay nothing
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of the human facrifices which they of-
fered up.to appeale their angry deities,
what were their myferies, but myfte-
ries of iniquity ? In the celebration of
thefe, the fouleft crimes were perpe-
trated, and ths moft flagitipus lufts in-
dulged, under the covert of darknefs.
Bacchus, Venus, and Cupld Were wor
fhipped with the moft impure and abo-
minable rites. Female proflitution, luft,

drunkepnefs, and the wildeft riot,
were not only concomitants, but effen-~
tial conflituents of their worfhip. The
civil. magiftrates of Rome were fully
fenfible of the neceffary tendency of
thefe enormities to corrupt the morals
of the people, and of the pohtical evilg
which flowed from thefe polluted four-
ces. Accordingly, they endeavoured to
obviate them, by ena&ing fevere laws.
for the regulation of the myfteries :
but finding thefe infufficient, the- orgia
were finally abolifhed throughout Italy, -
by a decree of the fenate, A. U. 568.
The Eleufinian myfteries, which were

reckoned more pure, cantinued till the
reign of the emperer Theodofius the
great, and then underwent the fate of al}
human inftitutions*.

NOTE.

* I am not ignoraat, that fome chrif-
tian writers have fuppofed the heathen.
myfteries, particularly the Eleufinian, to -
have been originally pure, and defigned-
by the civil magiftrate, to corret the.
pernicious influence of{ the commonly
received mythology on the morals of:
the people. The fathers condemn themn:
as impure and immoral in -their origi-
nal infitution ; and infit much on the
fhocking enormities pralifed in them,
under the veil of night, Le Clerc is,
I believe, the only author, who, contra-
ry to all evidence from antiquity, and’
for no other reafon, that I can :ee, but

‘to gratify his Ipleen againft the fathers,

contends that they never were corrupted
atall. Whatever was the original ftate
of the myfteries, it is enough for me,
that in time they became fuch as they
arereprefented above. This is abund-
antly evident from the heathen writers -
themfelves, who complain of thgir car-
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I do not with to enlarge, by enquir-
ing into the nature and tendency of
the various kinds of religious worthip,
which are, or have been ufed in the
world ; and therefore fhall conclude by
obferving, that they all fall fhort of
the chriftian, in their tendency to
promote purity of morals, and confe-
quently cannot be of equal utility to
civil government.

(To be continued.)
- DD D
Effay on population. From the Repofitory,

a London periodical publication, of

1788.%

MPORTANT mcndents, when

they occur but feldom, produce an
eager fearch after principles andanalo-
gies to explain the rare phenomena :

but, where they are feen often, fuch is

theinfluence of cuftom in quieting our
attentien, that we frequently forget ei-
ther te notice the faéls, or to inveftigate
their caufes. It was at all times eafy
to attain a knowledge of the ruling

principles of national population. When -

parents had imparted life to their off-
fpring, food, alone, it was evident, could
fuftain that life; and itwas fearcely lefs
evident, that a facility of procuring
fubfiftence muft naturally not only in-
creafe the number of marriages, but
likewife the iffue proceeding from them.
‘The tardy reception of thefe truths has
probably been increafed by the appre-
henfion, that it was derogatory to the
human race, to prove it dependent,
like the lower claffes of creation, upon
incidental circumftances. The fignal in-
ftance of the American colonies has,
however, produced fuch overwhelming
evidence, that mankind, like plants and

NOTES.

ruption ; and 1s acknowledged by thofe
chriftians, who, contrary to the fathers,
have 'a favourable opinion of them in
ther firft inftitution. Le Clerc, if indeed
he deferve the name of achriftian, muft
ftill be excepted.

* For a former eflay on this fubjedt,
extracted from the fame work, fee the
7th volume of the Mufeum, page 87.
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animals, flu&tuate in number according
to fituation, that the moR ftubborn
und fupine muft neceﬂ'anly be 1mprcﬂ'ed
by it.

Having, in a former paper, dafcuﬂ'ed
the primary principles of population, I
now proceed to examhine, and to exem-
plify, the comparatirvi rate of popula-
tion in old and new countries.

I thall commence the fecond braneh -
of my enquiry by felelting fome paf- .
fages from Smith’s Wealth of Nations ;
not that this writer is the firft who has
touched upon the fubje&t, but he has
very minutely comprehended the chief
parts of it. His remarks will be
firengthened by others, and the whole
be followed by proper comments, in
which will be fupplied whatever appears
to have been left imperfet. '

¢ The colony (fays this able writer)
of a civilized nation, which takes pof-
feflion of a wafte country, or of one fo’
thinly inhabited, that the natives eafily
give place to the new fettlers, advances
more rapidly to wealth and greatnefs,
thag any other human fociety. The
colonifts carry out with them a know-’
ledgeof agriculture and of other ufeful
arts, fuperior towhat can grow up of"
its own accord, in the courfe of many
centuries, among favage and barbarous
nations. They carry out with them too, -
the habit of fubordination, fome notion
of regular government, of the fyftem
of laws which fupport it, and of are-
gular adminiftration of juftice.” ¢ Eve-
ry colonift gets more land than he
can poffibly cultivate. Haviog no rent
and fcarce any taxes to pay, he has
every motive to render as great as poffi-
ble, a produce which is thus to be al-
moft entirely his own.” ¢ Buthis land
is commonly fo extenfive, that with all
his own induftry, and with all the in-
duftry of other people whom he can get
to employ, he can feldom make it pro-

“duce the tenth part of what itis capable:

of producing. He is eager, therefore,
to colle&t labourers from' all quarters,
and to reward them with the moft liberal
wages ; which, though very high, con-
fidered as the wages of labour, are very
low, confidered as the price of what is
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By the Britith packet, arrived at New York, Londen papers have been receiv-

ed, down to the fixth of Oétober.—From a few of the lateft, the following is
abftratted. )

An engagement, between the Auftrians and Brabanters, ended with the lofs of
8000 men to the latter. Congrefs appear far from being difcouraged by this
eheck, and are determined to fupport their caufe, to the laft extremity.~—This
account is dated, Bruflels, O&tober 1,

The war, between Spain and the Barbary ftates, has been begun by the can-
ponading of TFangier, in the beginning of September.,

After much warm debate; in the national affembly of France, on the 27th of
September, and much confufion, on the follomng day, it was decreed,—( 513 to
427)—that

The debt, immediately due from the ftate, as well as that of the late clergy,
fhall be paid, in the order hereafter to be regulated, in affignats current, without
intereft. There fhall not be more than 12,000 millions of livres, in affignats, in
circulation at the fame time, including the 400 millions already decreed. The
aflignats, as they fhalt be returned into the treafury, fhall be burned ; and a new
emiffion of them fhall not be made, without a decree from the national affembly s
And this fhall always be made on condition, that they do not exceed the value of
the nationa) domains, nor be above 12,000 millions at the fame time,
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jully values herfelf, to one of the beft
of men, and, perhaps, the moft deferv-
ing of hyfbands. :

—see—

Effay on the influence of religion on civil
Jociety. By Thomas Reefe, 4. M.
peflor of the prefbyterian church at
Salem, in South Carolina. Written
anno 1785.—P. 124.

GREEABLY to the order pre-

fcribed, we come now in the third
place to fpeak of the precepts which
chriftianity inculcates.

Whatever obje&tions have heen made
by deifts, againft the doftrines and
worthip of chriftianity, the moft fenfi-
ble and ingenious of them have very
little to urge againft its moral precepts.
Or a careful and candid examination,
they are found {o cenformable to the
great principles of natural religion, that
thofe, who have not renounced all re-
ligion, both natural and revealed, are
conftrained to acknowledge their excel-
lence. Reafon and experience, both,
ferve to convince us, that the ftri¢t ob-
fervance of them tends to exalt our
natures, and promote our happinefs,
in the prefent life. All, who are not
blind to the beauty and utility of vire
tue, and its tendency to promote the
happinefs of fociety, muft acknowledge
the importance of chriftian morality.
If we alittle confider the feveral duties,
“wrhich chriftianity enjoins upon us, as
focial creatures, we will immediately fee,
how exa&tly its precepts full in with the
ends of government, and how well they
are {uited to go-operate with, and facili-
tate the execution of wife and wholeforne
laws. ¢ The morality of the gofpdl,”
{aid the dying Montefquieu, ¢ is a moft
excellent thing, and the moft valuable
prefent, that could poffibly have been
received by man, from his creator.”

If it fhould he faid, that thofe duties,
which we owe to each other in the fo-
cial ftate, are diftated by reafon, and
fo a part of natural religion ; and that
chriftianity is therefore of Attle confe-
quence in this refpeét—I will not now
difpute the faft, but muft take the li-
berty to deny theganfequence, Though
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it thould be granted, that chriftianity
neither enjoins nor forbids any thing
in moral pratice, which natural reli-
gion does not enjoin or forbid, it will
not hence follow, that chriftianity is
ufelefs. Thofe moral duties, which our
religion inculcates, are indeed agreeable
to reafon, and appear to have a fitnefs
and propriety in them; and, on this
account may be reckoned a part of na-
tural religion. But who will dare to af-
firm, that the whole fyftem of what we
call natural religion, could be reafoned
out by the moft enlightened of mortals,
without any affiftanee from divine reve-
lation ? And even fuppofing this were
poffible, there is no ground-to believe,
that men in general could make the
difcovery in this way ; or if they could,
there is not the lealt probability that
they would, - cenfidering their negli-
gence and inattention to fuch things.
Many amongft us are ignorant of fome
very important duties of natural religi-
on, though revealed to them, and re-
peatedly inculcated upon them in their
bibles. What muft we then fuppofe
would be the cafe, if they were left to
inveitigate thefe duties by an intricate
chain of reafoning? .

It ought alfo to be confidered, that
chriftianity is a very important con-
firmation of natural religion. Here the

conclufions of reafon are corroborated,

and rendered more certain, by “ad-
ditional ¢vidence of divine teftimony.
Thofe miracles and prophecies, which
which were defigned as a proof of the
chriftian difpenfation, are alfo a proof of
the truth of natural religion. Thus the
di&tates of natural light are ratified—if
I may fo exprefs it—by the ftamp of
divine authority, and their truth pro-
claimed by a voice from heaven. Hence
we fee, that the chriftian fyftem of mo-
rals is to be confidered, not barely as
the deduétions of reafon, but the deduce
tions af reafon confirmed by an exprefs
revelation from God himfelf, and incul-
cated by his guthoritative command; and
therefore ought to have greater weight
with us, than the mere conclufions of tal-
lible reafon. Suppofe a man able to de-
mongrate (which I fuppofe may be done,
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though perhaps by few)that it is his duty
to love his enemies—would he not rec-
kon it a great confirmation of his conclu-
fion, if, at the end of his demonftration,
he fhould difcover, that this duty was ex-
prefsly revealed, and prere:nptorily com-
mandcd,by God himfelf ?Would not his
regfonings be much more fatisfaltory to
himfelf, and more likely to influence
his pra&ice? It hath been often urged,
and therefore we fhall not here infift
upon it, that the moft enlightened of
the heathens were much in the dark, with
refpect to many of thofe meral duties,the
reafonablenefs and propriety of which
are evident to thofe inftruéted by chrif-
tianity. And it is worthy of remark,
that tho(e very heathens were, perhaps,
more indebted to divine revelation, than
fome of its enemies are willing to admit,
‘Were this a proper place to enter into
fuch a fubjedt, it might be made more
than prebable, that, had they been left
to mere reafon and the light of nature,
their morals would have been much
more deficient. But our profefled de-
fign will not allew us to enlarge upon

thefe things, The few hints thrown out -

may fuffice to fhow, that it does not in
the leaft derogate from the importance
of chriftianity, in the view we are now
confidering it, that its moral precepts
coincide with the great code of nature’s
laws. On the contrary, when thefe pre-
cepts, thus conformable to the light of
nature, are confirmed by the authority
of heaven, urged vpon us by our right-
ful fovereign, and enforced by the moft
exprefs and awful funétions, it is rea-
fonable to conclude, that they will have
a mach greater influence on our prac-
tice, than if they were the fole refult of
reafon, which, all know, is liable to
err.

It may perhaps be expeéted, that, in
treating this part of my {ubjeét, I fhould
draw a comparifon between chriftian
and heathen morality ; but as this has
bomm often done, and the fuperior excel-
lence of chriftian morals fully fhown, I
fhall content myfelf with treating fome
of thofe moral precepts of chriftianity,
which appear to have the meft diret in-
fluence on focicty, Some occafional re~

Efay on the influence of religion.

11

marks, concerning the errors and defici-
encies of the heathen moralifts, will na-
turally fall in, as we pafs along.

1. That benevolent difpofition, which-
chriftianity requires, has a dire& ten.
dency to promote the peace and happi-
nefs of men in a ftate of fociety,

Chriftianity is, beyond comparifon,
the pureft and moft extenfive (yftem of
benevolence, that -has ever been pub-
lithed to the world. It every where
breathes the fpirit of love, and incul-
cates the laws of kindnefs and humani-
ty. That good will towards men,
which it requires, is univerfal, and em-
braces the whole human race. It is not
confined to the narrow circle of friends
and relations, but extends even to cne-
mies, The precept of our faviour,
which requires us to love, do good to,
and pray for our enemies, is peculiar to
chriftianity ; at leat we do not find it
fo exprefsly taught, and particularly en-
forced, by any other religion. The
Jews entertained an implacable hatred
againtt all thofe, who were not of their
own nation and religion. Their male-
volence, to all but their own brethren,
was fo remarkable, that the heathens
have taken notice of it. ¢ Their fide-
lity,” fays Tacitus, ‘¢ is inviolable, and
their pity ready towards each other ; but
to all others they bear amortal hatred.™
The apoftle Paul, a more impartial
judge, gives them the fame charaer.
¢ They pleafe not God, and are contraa
ry to all men.” - They even thought
themfelves at liberty to indulge their
malice againft private enemies of their
own nation. Though the precepts of
their law, rightly underftood, were far
from allowing fuch a malevolent difpo-
fition, it is certain, that, by their corrupt
interpretations, they drew this infer-
ence from them. And it muft be con-
feffed, that the god.like duty of lov-
ing our enemies, was not fo clearly re-
vealed and fo exprefsly inculcated, un-
der the Jewith, as under the chriftian
difpenfation. Here we have it enforced
by the nobleft of all cenfiderations,
namelg, the refemblance it gives us to
the deity, who indifcriminately fhow-
ors down the common bleflings of his
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providence, both on his friends.and on amd their religion reftrained them from
his enemies. nothing, which they unagmed might ex-
The bloody and vindiive fpirit of tend their empire and increafe their
the Mahom etan religion is well known. power.
Grotius has emphatically charalterized ~ Some of the heathen moralifts have
it in a few words : ¢ Mahometis reli- told us, that faith is to be kept with an
gio in armis nata, nihil fpirat nifi arma, enemy; and that injuries fhould be for-
srmis propagatur,” ¢ The religion.of given, on the repentance and acknow.
Mahomet originated in arms, breathes ledgment of the offender ; but I do not
nothing but arms, .is propagated by recollett that one of them, before the
arms.”  The civil inftitutions of the chriftian wra, requires men to love thofe
Greeks, particularly thofe of Sparta, whaare in a ftate of altual enmity with
were principally direéted to war, Con- them. Todogood to fuch, to pray for
queft, rapine, blood-fhed, triumph, them, and promote their happinefs, is a
were their chief aim, To rob and plun- pitch of philanthropy, to which chrif.
der their neighbours was fo far from tianity alone teaches us to afpire. How
being reckoned infamous among them, much fuch a difpofition tends to the
that they gloried in it, And itis wor- peace and happinefs of men in the foci-
thy of obfervation, that thefe inftituti- al ftate, is obvious at firft view. Love
ons were admired by their philofophers, is the zreat cement of fociety, and a
and approved by their oracles. Arif- principal bond of upion among its mem«
totle is not athamed to affirm, ¢ That bers. As malice, hatred, envy, and all
war with barbarians is natural.” The the inimical paffions, naturally tend te
' Romans were little better than the rob- difunite men, and deftroy that concord,
bers and butchers of the world. Their which is thegreateft ftrength and fecu-
fame, wealth, power, and grandeur, a- rity of govermment ; fo mutual love
rofe principally from the conqueft and fweetly and powerfully attraéts-and
fpoils of thofe, whom they made or binds them to each other. He whe
found their enemies. They were fo loves his neighbour as himfelf, and fine
infamous for their unjuft wars and pub. cerely defires his happinefs, needs na
‘lic robberies, that Cicero himfelf- fcru. other motive, to excite him to the moft
ples not todeclare, ¢ That if every one exa& and careful. performance of all
had his own, they muft return to their the focial duties, A heart overflow.
ald cottages.” In a word, the many ing with benevolence to our fellow-
inftances of flagrant injultice and cru- men, will be 3 more powerful reftraing,
elty, publicly approved both by the from injury, and a fironger excite-
Greeks and Romans, fhow, that they ment to beneficence, than all the ter-,
had farcely any idea of that univerfal ror of civil laws. The noble and ge-
benevolence, that humane, gentle and nerous principle will operate uniform-,
peaceable difpofition, which the precepts ly and efficacioufly ; and by an in-
of our religion fo ftrongly recommend ternal fecret impulfe, dire€t and fpur

and enforce®. War was their trade, us on to a careful obfervance of all
the laws of kindnefs and humanity,

norE Prompted b dent wih

" * It muft be confefled, that chriftian romptec by an ardent willi to pro=
nations have, in many inftances, fhown NOTE,

too little regard to the fpirit of their re- dently fhows how muchit tends to check
ligion, in the wars they have commen- the ferocity and foften the rugged man-’
ced and carried on. They have often ners of thofe nations who embrace it.
been cruel and unjuft, contrary to that If I miftake not, it produced a remark-
humane and peaceable difpofition en- able change on the Roman empire. We
joined by the gofpel. It cannpt, how- do not find the fame cruel and fanguin-
ever, be denied, that chriftianity has had ary difpofition prevailing, after it be-
a confiderable influence on men, and camechriftian. War is divefted of half
laid them under great reftraints in'this its horrors, by the'mild and gentle fpn-

refpect. The hiftory of Europe evi- rit of chriftianity,
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mote the happinefs of all around us,
we will perform every kind oftice, with
a pleafure and facility, unknown to a
narrow and felfith mind. We will
often forget or over-look our own in-
tereft, to oblige a friend, to vindicate
the innocent, relieve the diftrefled, and
fuccour the miferable. He who is
conformed to the temper, governed by
the precepts, and influenced by the ex-
ample of the benevolent Jefus, will,
like the good - Samaritan, pour balm
even into the wounds of an enemy;
will feed him when hungry, clothe him
when naked, return him good for evil,
and bleffing for curfing. Ina word,
that unbounded benevolence, which
chriftianity requires, neceflarily leads
to the performance of all the duties
of charity, hofpitality, gratitude, mner-
¢y and compaffion, which, we have
fhown, human laws cannot enforce,
and which are neverthelefs neceffary
to the peace and happinefs of civil go-

vernment. (To be continued.)

—l>RD S

Tbe origin of defpair.
APPINESS depends upon
the gratification of our defires
and paffions. The happinefs of Titus
arofe from indulging a beneficent tem-.
per : Epaminondas reaped enjoyment
from the love of his country. The love
of fame was the fource of Cefar's feli-
city ; and the gratification of groveling
appetites gave delight to Vitellius. It has
alfo been ebferved, that foine one paflion
generally affumes a pre-eminence in the
mind, and not only predominates over
other appetites and defires, but contends
with reafon, and is often vitorious. In
proportion as one paffion gains ftrength,
the reft languith and are enfeebled.
They are feldom exercifed ; their gra-
tifications yield tranfient pleafure, be-
come of flight importance, are difpirit-

ed and decay: thus our happinefs is"

attached to one raling and ardent paf-
fion ; but our reafonings, concerning

future events, are weak and fhort-fight-

ed. We form fchemes of felicity that
Rrever can be realized—we cherifh affec-
givn, that can mever be gratified.

Origin of * defpair.
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If, thevefore, the difappointed paffion
has been long encouraged—if the gay
vifions of hope and imagination have
long adminiftered to its violence—if it
is confirmed by habit, in the temper
and conftitution—if it has fuperfeded
the operation of other a&ive principles,
and fo enervated their ftrength—its dif-
appointment will be embittered : and
forrow, prevented by no other paffion,
will prey, unabating, on the defolate,
abandoned {pirits. We may alfo ob-
ferve, that none are more liable to af-
fli&tions of this fort, than thofe, to
whom nature has given extreme fenfi-
bility, Alive to every impreflion, their
feelings are exquifite ; they are eager in
every purfuit ; their imaginations are
vigorous, and well-adapted to five them.
They live, for a tiive, in a ftate of an-
archy, expofed to the inroads of every
paffion 5 and, though poflefled of fingu-
lar abilities, their condu& will be ca-
pricious, Glowing with the warmeft af-
fections, open, generous, and candid,
yet prone to inconftancy, they are in-
capable of lafting friendfhip. At length,
by force of repeated indulgence, fome
one paflion becomes habitual, occupies
the heart, feizes the underftanding, and
impatient of refiftence, or controul,
weakens or extirpates every oppofing
principle : difappointment enfues ; no
paffion remains, to adminifter comfort ;
and the original fenfibility, which
prompted this difpofition, will render
the mind more fufceptible of anguith,
and yield ita prey to defpondency. We
ought, therefore, to beware of limiting
our felicity to the gratification of any
individual paffion. Nature, ever wile
and provident, has endowed us with
capacities for various pleafures, and has
opened to us many fountains of happi-
nefs ;—let no tyrannous paffion, let ne
rigid do&rine deter thee ;~—drink of the
ftreams, be moderate, and be grateful,

—S—
- Exlogy on early rifing.
F the praétice of rifing "betimes can
be proved to be univerfally bene-

ficial to mankind ;—if it can be fhown
to bavé been always mentioned with the
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IF the writer of the reply to the remarks of Columbianus will allow us te
foften a little of the alperity of his effay, it fhall appear in our next number,

Thoughts on the cltablifhment of academies in Pennfylvania, by Regulus, are
under confideration,

A. B. is Informed that the whole of the conftitutions of the united ftates will
be completed in the ninth volume]of the mufeum, which will be concluded in
June next.

T. C.’s poetry is too incorreét for publication.

I have feen and I have not feen, by gov. Livinglton, fhall appear in our next.
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Efjay on the influence of religion in civil -

Jociety. By the rew. Thomas Reefe,
A. M. paflor of the prefbytevian
church at Salem in South Carolina.
—Written anno 1785.—~Page 233.
NUMBER X.-
HRISTIANITY not only en-
joins meckne(s and benevolenee,
but exprefsly condemns a contrary dif-
pofition. A malicious and vindiétive
temper is dire@tly oppofite to the pre-
cepts of the gofpel. Hear the apoftle
Paul on this fubje&, ¢ Dearly beloved,
avenge not yourfelves ; but rather give
place unto wrath; for it is written,
¢ Yengeance is mine; I will repay, faith
the Lord.” Therefore, if thine enemy

hunger, feed him ; if he thirft, give him

drink : for in fo doing, theu fhalt heap
coals of fire upon his head®.” This
is perfeitly confiftent with the precepts
and example of his meek and heavenly
mafter, who teaches us to expeét for-
givenefs, only on condition that we for-
give others. ¢ But if you do nat for-
give, neither will your Father, who is
in heaven, forgive your trefpafles.”
The fame precept and example is illuf-
trated and enforced, with incomparable
firength and beauty, in the parable of
the debtors and creditors, Mzat. xviii.
from the 23d verfe, to the clofe.

‘The Jewith do&tors, by ftraining the
law of retaliation for perfonal injuriss
beyond its original defig, gave too
much countenance to private revenge,
They enjoined it on men, as their duty,
to infitt upon retaliation ; and even
went fo far as to pronounce it lawful,
in.many cafes, for the injured perfon
to avenge himfelf, provided his revenge
did not exceed the due meafure. This
was an evident abufe of the law, which
only empowered the judges to give
¢ an eye for an eye, or a tooth for a
tooth,” if the injured party demanded
it, and would not be fatisfied with a

NOT XK.

* 1. E. melt and foften him by the
warmth of your charity, as the hardeft
and moft ftubborn metals are melted
aad foftened by the heat of additional
goals heaped on them in the furnace.

Wor, VIII, No. YL

Bffay on the influence of religion in_civil ficiety.

a6y

pecuniary compenfation. Our Saviour
teaches a more excellent morality, and
a more heroic pitch of mecknefs and
putience. ¢ Ye have heard, that it

. has been faid, ¢ an eye for'an eye, and’

a tooth fer a tooth;' but I fay unte
yeu, that you refift not evil: bat who-
foever fhall fimite thee on the right cheek,
turn to him the other alfo: and if any

_man will fue thee at law, and take

away thy coat, let him have thy cloa.k
alfo.” Here our Saviour not only cen-.
demns the corrupt glofles of the Jewifh'
doétors ; but, as is plain from the ge-
neral ﬁr-un of his language, fprbxdt
chriftians fome things, which were per-,
mitted to the Jews, under a more im-
perfeét difpenfationt. He does not allow
his tollowers to infift upon retaliation
for leffer in‘uries, and condenns that '
litigious ‘temper, which urges men,
to feek redrefs by liw for every wifling
offence ; teaching us rather to relinquifl
part of our right, and bear with a {mall
degree of injury, than violently to pro-
fecute the offen der.

It is not eafy to determine, what m
the prevaling opinien of the heathen’
piilotophers and moralifts, on this fub
jeft. Some of them approve of revenge,
others condemn it}, In this, as well
at in moflt other points of morality,
they were much diviaed, and advanced
fentiments repugnant to each other,
How well foever fome of them may have

NeTEs.

+ Vide Tertull. Chryfoft. and Whig.
by in loc.

1 Socrates, Plato, Maxmus, Tyrius,,
Seneca, and fome others, of lefs note,
condemn revenge ; particularly the laft,
who feems to have had the fulleft and
clearet notions on this fubjed, for
which he was perhaps indebted to chrif-
tianity. Ariftotleis plainly on the other
fide, and Tully, as is ufual with him,
wavers, In his offices and his oration
for Marcellus, he fpeaks much in fa-
vour of clemency and a mild forgiving
fpirit ; but in one of his epiftles te At
ticus, he thus lays open his hearts

-¢¢'0di hominem, et odero : ptinam wl-

cifci poflens.”
®
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fpoken on this fubjcé\, itis plam, that
oour duty, in this refpeét, is pointed out
by Chiift and his apoftles, with much
greater clearnefs and precifion, and en-
forced with an energy and authority,
sauch better adapted to influence the
minds of men, than in any of their wri-
'ﬁngs. How favourable this influence
is to civil focnety, and how commodi-
oufly it falls in with the intention of
human laws, will appear frem the fol-
' lowmg confiderations,
"+ Private revenge is utterly repugnant
to the principles, and diretly oppofite
tb the mature and end of civil fociety ;
and therefore condemned by the laws
of all wifely conftituted and well regu-
hted governments®. No man, in a

¥OTE.

® The judgment of zeal among the
Jews, and the law refpeting the aven-
ger of blood, may perhaps be reckoned
exceptions. As to the firt, I am clear,
it was not founded on fcripture, in
that latitude the Jews fuppofed. This,
I think, muft be evident to any one,
who reads the account of it in Philo
and Jofephus. To what execrable pur-
‘pofes it was epplied, appears plainly
from the many attempts made on the life
of our Savyiour, the ftoning of Stephen,
and the diabolical conlpu acy agaxn&
the apottie Paul; for in thefe, and in
many other m[hnces, which might be
mentioned, it appears to me moft pro-
bable, thg:t they proceeded under this
pretence. ' ‘The |aw concerning apof-
tates to |dolntry, which, the. Jews tell
us, was firft executed by Phineas, gave
rife to the’ ‘judgment of zeal. But it
cannot be made appear from that law,
as it llcs in fcripture, 1 that even idola-
tors were to be put to dezth without a

previous tnul an enquiry was to be.

inflituted, "and witneffes  fummoned.

The cafe of Phineas was extraor dinary ;
and whatever opinion we form of it,
could not have been defigned by God, to
authorize every Jew to put to death,

without delay, or any form of legal
procefs, thofe who did or faid any thing
dithonourable to his religion.. As to
the Jethh law, which pcrmmcd a re.

CILICT!I PROSE.

.terer on the fpot.

[Dm"“’

fate of civil fomety, is left at hberry
to retaliate an injury, or take _fatisfac-
tion of an offender, with his own hand
and in a private way. Ina well regula-
ted government, the power. of judging
and punithing, in our own cafe, is ta-
ken from us, Laws are framed, to de-
termine the criminality of injuries done
by one individual to another, and te
fix the kind of punithment to be in-
flifted. Thefe laws are put into the
hands of perfons fuppofed to be indif-
ferent, to be carried into exécution : and
to thefe we are to appeal for redrefs of
injuries. According to the principles
of civil fociety, therefore, it is criminal
to take the punifhment of an offender
into eur own hands, though we be ne-
ver fo much wronged. The wifdom

NOTEX.

lation te take vengeance on a manflay-
er, it was greatly moderated, and -the
fanguinary effets of it guarded againft,
by the afylums appointed for fuch as
had been guilty of accidental homi.
cide; for the avenger of blood was
not at liberty to attack the homicide
in his fantuary. The defign of it,
was not te encourage men in a vindic-
tive temper—but to infpire them with
a horror of bloodfhed ; for by the rifk,
which they ran from the relations of
the flain, and the hardfhip of confine- |
ment in the city of refuge, even whea
innocent, they were taught to be cau-
tious, in avoiding every thing, -that
might endanger the life of a fellow
citizen. However, if any ene think
this an exception to the above general
affertion, I will not-obftinately contend -
the matter here ; for I am ready to al-
low, there are fome exceptions. The
laws of Sparta gave the ephori the
right of putting perfons to death
without a trial. By a law of Solon, 2
hufband who caught his wife in adul-
tery, was at liberty to flay the adul.
In fome govern-
meuts, mafters and parents have beew
allowed the ‘power of life and death
over their flaves and children. But
whether thefe laws were wife and falu-

.tary, in any government, is a matter I
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and peceflity of this plan’ are obvious.
.One principal reafon, why men cannot
-fubfift in a ftate of nature, is their pro-
penfity too highly to refent, and too fe-
verely to punith, every real or imagi-
nary injury.- ‘Men are very improper
judges in their own cafe. That pride,
that felfithnefs, and falfe opinion of
their importance, which is natural to
them, render them wholly unfit to de-
termine the real demerit of injuries
done to themfelves. It is fcarcely pof-
fible for any man, entirely to diveft
himfelf of all partiality, in a cafe,
where he is nearly concerned. Men of
the mofk fair and upright minds are ge-
nerally prejudiced in favour of their
own relations and connexions: much

more, then, muft they be partial to.

themfelves ; and this partiality utterly
difqualifies them from being proper
judges, where they are partics.—
Hence we fee the impropriety of allow-
ing men, in a fate of civil fociety, to
-judge in their own cafe, and retaliate
as. they may think proper. This is the
bufinefs of the common judge, confti-
tuted by fociety, and to be done agree-
ably to certain fixed laws,. framed by

NOTE.

very much doubt. They are, I think,
reprobated by all chriftian Rates.

. To prevent obje&ions, I would fur-
ther obferve on this {ubjeét, that .there
.are fome extraordinary cafes, in which

the laws of England admitan extra-ju- "

dicial remedy, and allow a redrefs of
injury by the mere a& of the party in-
jured. Among thefe judge Blackftone
reckons felf. defence, recaption, abate.
ment of nuifances, diftrefs for rent, and
eattle damagefeafant, with fome others,
‘The firft of thefe is for the prevention,
rather than redrefs, of wrong: for if
the defender go further, than is necef-
fary for defence and prevention, the law
eonfiders him as an aggreflor. The laft
is not fo properly redrefs, as the means
of obtaining redrefs in a legal way;
unlefs it be where the diftrefs is retain.
od for compelling fatisfaction. Recap-
tion indeed is, in a proper fenfe, redrefs ;
and removal of puilances feems defigne

o £ S g P S

Bfiy o the influence of religion in civil fociety,

R | e

<common confent, for the redrefs of in«
juries. To this judge, and.to thefe
laws, we muft appeal, when we are in=
jured. He,therefore,who takes upon hic
to retaliate an injury, as he thinks fit,
and to punith the offender, withous
fuch apptal, is guilty of an outrage on
civil government, and ftands condem-
ned by the laws of fociety, The reader
will pleafe to obferve, that we here fpeak
of fuch injuries, and a&s of revenge,
as human laws can conveniently take
notice of and punith ; for there are in«
numerable inftances of both, which ci-
vil fociety, from its natural imperfec«
tion, is obliged wholly to overlook.
And in all fuch inftances, men are una
der no reftraint at all from civil laws,
as will be fhown hereafter.

A littleattention to thefe obfervations
may lead us to fee, how well fuited the
above-mentioned prectpts of chriftianity
are, to co-operate with civil laws, and
fecure the peace and happinefs of civil
fociety. Our religion not only cone
demns all overt alls of revenge, but
alfo prohibits that vindi&tive fpirit,
from which they flow. It firikes at
the very root of all thofe evils, which
fpring from the malignant paffions, the

. NOTE.

¢d both for redrefs and prevention,’
Yet, even in thefe, the perforis aggriev-
ed aét under the reftraint and dire&ion
of law. Recaption muft be without
force or terror 1 nuifances muft be re-
moved peaceably, and without any riot,
But notwithftanding thefe and fome
ether inftances, in which, on account
of fome peculiar circumftances, a well-’
regulated fociety may permit a kind of
extra-judicial redrefs, I have not ftrus
pled to affirm in general, that in a ftate
of civil fociety, men are not at liberty
to minifter redrefs to themfelves ; and
T have infiftedsthe more largely on this,

becaufe, fince the clofe cf the war; I

find many of my countrymen too
.much difpofed to take the. pimithment
of offenders into their 6wn hands
—a mode of proceeding; which dire@®<
ly tends to diflolve our government,
and reduce us to a flate of nature.

CED ek d N
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“Serce contentions and mutual injuries,
which are -fo_ deitruétive to our well-
“béing i the focial # te.. It forbids all
tho(e acts of revenge, which are the
roper ohje&ts of human laws, and
thus affords the n that aflittance which
‘they fo viuch need. It goes further,
‘and exert< 1 s gentle influence, in re-
Rraining men from innumerable in-
fances of revenge, which civil laws
cannot ieach, and therefore overlook.
Me. ot a revengefui and malicious
difpontion may find a -thoufand ways,
‘to gratify ther refentwent, and ruin
then- neighbours, without the leaft dan-
ger of punithment from human laws.
“An innocent man may be robbed of
‘his eftate, and, what is 1--uch more va-
luable, of his reputation, without being
‘able to obtain the leat-legal redrefs. In
‘8 word, infinite mifchief may be done
‘to focicty, by deeds of revenge, which
_the laws of man can neither take cog-
mizance of, nor punith. But chriftia-
(nity forbids all fuch afts, econdemns
"the temper from which they arife, and
“refers the punifhment of them to that
Almighty and Omnifcient Being, to
“whomw belongeth vengeance.
He who hath felt the power of reli-
gion on his heart, and governs his life
and temper by the precepts of the gof-
_pel, carefully watches againlt every
emotion of revenge; much more, then,
“will he guard againft fuffering it to
.break out in- thofe attions, which may
“be injurious to his feliow-citizens, even
“though he may have the profpet of ef-
_eaping with impunity from men. He
.delights in the happinefs and profperi.

ty, not in the pain and mifery, of o-

thers ; and feels himfelf conftrained, by
- an obligation, more powerful than all
_laws, to fhun whatever may be hurtful
.to his neighbour, and detrimental to
.the public tranquility., When he con-
, templates the example of the meek and
lowly Jefus, who ¢ when he was re-
- wviled, reviled not again;™ and who

' .poured out an ardent prayer for his
. -enemies, even when they were flged,

. . ding his bleed; hew does it animate
_him .to \ubdue his refentment, and
,c_ncify every inimical paffios ! He does

[Detembed

- r

" not fuffer himflf to he trnfported vmh

wrath, on every flight affront; but
‘hears injuries with patience ; conquers,

.by yielding ; and fhows himfeif fupe.

rior to his cnemies, by a2 meek, hum.
ble, and forgiving fpirit. If, at any
time, he fee it abfolutely neceffary, for
his own fecurity, and the prefervation
of peace and good order in fociety; to
refent an injury, he will do it frem a
fenfe of duty, and not to gratify ama-
licious and vindi&tive temper. He will
_not attempt to redrefs injuries, by ta-
king private vengeance on the aggref-
for ; but will appeal to the laws for
his vindication: and even in this, he
.will difcover a meek and quiet fpirit,
which fhows, that he is prompted, not
by a defire of revenge, but by a regard
to juftice and the public good, If the
redrefs cannot be obtained in this way,
he fuffers wrong, and appeals to him,

~who will fooner or later vindicate the

.innocent, and punith the guilty.
'If we would all thus conform to the

precepts of chriftianity, what a happy -

fociety would we be! we would not
fee fuch fierce contentions, fo much
ftrife and animofity, fe many inftances
of mutual injury and revenge, fo muck
legal wrangling, spd fo many tedious
and expenfive law fuits. If men, whe
(call themfelves chriftians, would con-
fider the happy tendency, and liften to
-the rational diftates, of their religion,
we would not fee fuch tragical offects
from flight affronts and ‘petty provo-
cations ; nor hear of fo much blood
wantonly lavithed, by that barbarous,
Gothic cuftom of duelling, which pre-
vails among fome of our high-fpirited
gentlemen. This cuftom, fo pernici-
ous to civil fociety, and fo direély ap-
.pofite to the mild fpirit of our religion,
.would be totally abolithed, It is not
a little furprifing, that men, who pique
themfelves on their humanity and po-
‘litenefs, never refle®, that this prace
“tice is no refinement of modern times,
but was brought into Europe by thofe
fierce morthern boors, whe * over-ran
the Roman empire. The civilised
heathens, the polite Greeks, and war-
like Romans, were frangers to this
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abfurd, barbarons.cuftom. They rec-
“koned it glorious to die for their coun-
“try ; but never facrificed each other in
“cold blood, to the little punétilios of
‘honour.  The prevalence of this prac-
tice,.in cbriftian countries, contrary
/o all the laws of religion, as well as
_reafon and humanity, is one of the
frongeft proofs of the amazing force of
euftom on the human mind.

To' conclude this particular,—as
"chriftianity furpaffes all other religions,
in that meck, gentle, and forgiving
fpirit, which it requires ; fo it muft be,
of all others, the beft adapted to pre-
ferve peace among men, and promote
‘the happinefs of civil fociety.

(To be continued. )

' — D G T
Reflexions on the cuflom of burying the
dead, and the danger of precipitate
interment. Tranflated from the French

of mr. Durande.—Page 227.

“T is not only in Europe, that pre-

cautions are taken againft precipi-
tate burials. In Afia, when an inhabi-
‘tant of the kingdom of Boutan dies, the

body is kept inthe houfe three days, all -

of which are fpent in finging and

I}; we, inftead of following the ex-
ample of thofe people, have forgotten
that refpect which the ancients enter-
tained for the dead, it is owing to the
‘prejudices ‘of our education, imbibed in
infancy. Inthat early age, nurfes and
ignorant fervants inftil into children,
thofe abfurdities, which they themfelves
have adopted ; and fuch prejudices are
the moft difficult to be overcome.

. $carcely hasone ceafed to live, when

he becomes an obje& of horror. The
body is abandoned to a fet of merce-
nary people, who begin by dragging
it from a warm bed, to place it on fome
oold ftraw. Soon after, the defire of
gain draws together the undertakers,
who firft cover the head and face with

a kind of cap, in fhape of a bag. Some-
times they put cotton into the mouth,
funda-.

the ears and even into the
ment, if the laft precaunon has not
been taken before their arrival. This
wotton is plaeed there te prevent the -

T3 {ager of precipliate imierments

o8
- body from flaining the Linen in which

‘it is wrapped up. They then bind the
“breaft and arms round with a bandage,

and make another pafs round the lower

_part of the 'belly; the latter compre-

hends the arms from the elbows, and
ferves alfo to enclofe the feet ; after this,
the undertakers wrap up the whole body
in a fheet, which they fix at both the ex-
tremities, and either few or faften it with-
pins, obferving always to confine the
body as clofely as they can. Itis thus
that a manr is prepared for his coffin a_
but it would be difficult to purfue a

more pernicious method, even if one

had an intention of accelerating death,
or of rendering it impoffible for a per-
fon to return to life.

The cold, to which a dying man is
expofed, that he may not dirty himfelf,
is attended with the greateft danger ; for -
while the fphin&er remains in contrac-
tlon, there exifts within us fome ro-
mains of irritability, and confequently
of life. The difcharge of the intefti-
nal matter, is the altimum wite. Thus,
whilt a child has net yet voided the
meconium, the man.midwife, notwith-
ftanding the moft difmal fymptoms, @il

"hopes torecal itto life. On the contrary,
-the appearance of this excrement is

confidered by him as a eertain fign of
death. The ftopping of the anus is
attended with no lefs inconvenience, as
itprevents the aftion of the parts, in
which life ftill fubfits ; for the abbé
Spalanzani has _proved, that digeftion
continues for fome time after a perfon’s
death, ' If thefe parts could afterwards
recover ferce and irritability enough, to
reanimate the other organs, the clofing
the anus would neceffarily become an
obftacle to their falutary aétion. The
different fituations given to a body, are
fufficient, when 1t has arrived at the laft
degree of weaknefs, to caufe or accele-
rate death. Of this, however, peopleare
not fufficiently aware, when they take
away the pillow from a dying perfon,
‘which is often done, and place the body
'upon a firaw matrafs. Befides, during
life, there exhales continually from the
cavities of the head, from the brea,
and from the belly, avapwr, which ie
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and thinke money better than friendfhip, good-humour, and all the amiable qua-
lities which render life agreeable, he has reafon to be perfeftly fatisfied with his
uncle : if he is not, the old gentleman has done his part, to make him fo, by
thewing him, that according to his notions, kindnefs confifts in giving money.
For my part, if ever I fhould be a beggar, or break my bones, I may perhaps be
glad to meet with your friend again : but as I hope, neither of thofe things are ever
likely to happen to me, I am by no means ambitious of the honour of his ac-
quaintance : his good qualities are nothing to me: and his bad ones are a
plague to all, who come in his way.

¢ One may bear with them,”” replied Alcander, ¢ where there is fo much real
worth. The whole world could not bribe that man to dea bafe altion.”

¢ So much the better for him,” returned Hilario ; ¢ but really, as I faid be-

fore, it is nothing to me : and after all, whatever excufes your good-nature may \

find for him, there muﬂ:befomethmg wrong in the heart, where the manners are
fo unpleafant,”

¢ He has not a good temper,” faid Alcander: ¢ and every man has not the
fame command over himfelf ; but indeed he has agood heart : and if you knew
him, as well as I do, you muftlove him, with all his oddities.”

<t His oddities are quite enough for me,” returned Hilario : ¢ and I defire to
know no more of him ; he might makene efteem him ; but he could never make
me lovehim. And it is very unpleafant to feel one of thefe, where one cannot
feel the other.™

_ Alcander could not but be fenfible of the truth of many of Hilario’s obfer-
vations ; he fighed im fecret, for the friend, whofe good qualities he valued, and
whofe foibles gave him pain ; and could Curio have known what his friend felt
for him at that moment, it mighthave gone farther, thanall-he ever read,
or thought, upon the fubjet, towards corre&ting a fault, for which he often
blamed himfelf, but which he &ill continued to indulge, and to imagine himfelf
unable to fubdue.

Perhaps neither of the parties, concerned in this difpute, were well qualified to
judge as to the fubjeét of it. Efteem and regard influenced the one, and added
ftrength to his good.nature ; while the other, whofe patience was wearied out
by the ill-humours of a ftranger, of whofe merits he was ignorant, was naturally
difpofed to view them in an unfavourable light, But fuch a converfation muft in-
duce every indifferent perfon torefleét on the important difadvantages of a qua-
lity, which could oblige a friend to bluth for the perfon he efteemed, and could,
atfirft fight, make an enemy of aman, by no means wanting in good - nature—
who came into company, with a difpofition to pleafe, and to be pleafed—and
whofe difguft was occafioned by a difappointmentin that aim.

Can fuch a quality be a matter of little confequence, which thofe, who are
punétualin their duty in more effential points, may be permitted to neglett ? Can
it be a difpofition, fo ftrongly implanted in the heart of any man, that hisutmoft
efforts cannot conquerit? The firft fuppofition might furnifh an excufe for
giving way toany fault ; fince all may fancy, they have virtues to counterbalance it.
The latter would reduce us almoft to mere machines, and difcourage every effort
to reform, and improve the heart, without which, no real and folid virtue can be
attained.

— DD
Efay on the influence of religion in civil fociety. By the rev. Thomas Reefe, 4. M,
paflor of the prefbyterian church at Salem in South Carolina. Written anno

1785.— Continued from Vol. VIIL. Page 269.

NUMBER XI.
111, HAT ftri& jultice, which the precepts of chn{’uamty enjoin, is of
the greateft importance to civil government,

. ——
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The praflice of juftice is effential, not only to the happinef:, but to the exifts
ence of awvil iociety.  The tocial union cannct fubfift wiihout fome degree of ite
It is the proper, and, in a large fenfe, one might venture to fay, the only object
of cwil laws. But although human laws be, in a manner, wholly occupied in
preventing or punifhing injuftice, there are innumerable inftances of it, which
they can by no means reach. Experience duily teaches us, how eafy it is, for
men of crafty and defigning natures, to evade the force of laws. The moft fla-
grant a&ts of injuftice may be committed, and the moft fcandalous frauds carried
on, under umbrage of the beft human laws, An artful viliain may rob the wi-
dow and the fatherlefs, and be guilty of the moft cruel oppreffions ; and yet ¢ fo
deeply intrench himfelf behind the Ltzer of the law, and fo well fortify himfelf
with ¢afes and reports, that there is no coming at him.” It is needlefs to enlarge
here. Every one, who will give himfelf the trouble of thinking on this {ubjeét,
muft be tenfible, that the commerce of men, in a ftate of fociety, admits of fo
many different modifications, and that fo many unexpe&ted circumftances often
arife, from the various methods of acquiring and transferring property, that no
laws can be framed {0 as to comprehend every cafe which may occur. This
thows the imperfetion of civil laws, even with refpeét to thofe things, which are
moft in their power; and at the fame time demonftrates the importance of relia
gion to enforce the obfervance of fri& jultice.

The precepts of chriftianity require the ftriteft fegard to juftice, in all its
branches. All thofe aéts of fraud and injuftice; which ere prohibited by the
laws of fodicty, are alfo prohibited by the precepts of our religion. The chrif-
tian, therefore, who is influenced by thofe precepts, is under a two-fold obliga~
tion, to reftrain him from all aéts of injuftice : one, arifing from the laws of his
country—the other, from the laws of his religion : and the latter not only tends
to facilitate the execution of the former, but often prevents the neceflity of their
exertion. He, who is bound by the ohligation of religion, Tuperadded to that of
human laws, is more likely to pradtife the rules of juftice, than he who is influ~
enced only by a regard to thofe laws,

+ But this is not all—Our religion goes further, and extends to all thofe aQs
of injuftice, which are beyond the reach of human laws, and carnot be punithed
by them. That thefe are numerous, even where juftice is moft carefully and
impartially adminiftered, is matter of univerfal experience. And that they are
injurious to civil government, by creating the bittereft animofities among fel-
Jow-citizens—fRirring up ftrife, malice, hatred—and fo deﬁroying that mutual -
Jove and confidence, which are neceffary to hold men together in the focial Rate,
is too plain, to need any proof. As far, therefore, as chriftianity refirains men
from thefc alts of injuftice, fo farit muft tend to the henefit of fociety.

The precepts of chriftianity, which refpe& the pradtice of juftice, are given in
the moft univerfal terms—*¢ What(oever things are juft’’—thefe the chriftian is
commanded to pradtife.—*¢ All things, whatfoever ye would, that men fhould
do unto you, do ye even fo to them.”—This precept of our Saviour, on ac-
eount of its excellence, is called the goldeni rule. Itis concife, and eafly re=
membered ; plain and eafily underftood ; comprehenﬁve, and, with proper modi«
fications, applles to all men, at all times, and in all circumftances. It is a pore
table dire&tory, if I may fo exprefs it, which every man may carry in his own
breaft. It is an unanfwerable appeal to the feelings of every man, and carries im=
mediate convi&tion to the mind ; enforcing and awakening, by the authority of
heaven, thoft natural fentiments of juftice, which are engraved on our hearts,
He, who believes the divine authority, and duly feels the force of thefe, and
fuch iike precepts of our religion, will pay a facred regard to the pra&ice of jul«
tice in its various branches. He will be honefk and upright in all his dealings,

faiihful 10 his truft, and give to every man hisdue, Where the laws are ﬁknt.
Voi. IX. No. L E
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© he finds a rule of right, and ftandard of equity, in his own breaft, which points
out the fair line of conduét he ought te purfue. He will.not impofe upon the

ignorance and fimplicity, or take advantage of the open and unfufpeéting tem- '

per, of his neighbour. He does not lie in wait, to feize every open doory
which the imperfettion of civil laws may give him, to invade the property of
others. It is not enough for him, that he can evade the force of civil laws,
and efcape punifhment from men, while the laws of religiop, and his own con-
- fcience, condemn him of injuftice. His fair, open, and upright mind abhogs all
thofe little low aéts of chicane and knavery, which thofe, who regulate theirion-
duét only by human laws, fo often employ, to over-reach, rob, and ruin the ho-

neft and the unwary. He has a higher ftandard, and a more accurate rule of '
a&ion, which reftrains him from all unfair and fradulent dealings, all difhoneft -

thifis, and unequitable fubterfuges. If fuch a temper as this, were generally
prevalent among us, what defirable effeéts would it produce! How much would
1t tend to promote peace and concord—and, of confequence, the happinefs of our
ftates ! We would not then fee fo many difputes about property, and fo much
money given to the geatlemen of the bar, to decide our quarrels; nor hear fo'
many curfes poured out upon them. If the precepts of chriftianity had that in<
fluence upen us, which their excellence naturally leads us to expe&, there would
be littie need of that order of men, who are now fo generally—I will not fay, how

Jultly—the objeéts of envy and execration among us. WereI permitted to fpeale

my mind freely on this fubjeé, I would fay, that, generally fpeaking, people ought
to blame themfelves, for fuffering thefe men to drain them of their cath.  If they

were of that temper, which becometh chriftians, they would net fo frequently fall '

into contentions, or they would take fome other method of compromifing them,
which might be niore cheap and eligible. They might refer the decifion of them
to a few honeft and impartial neighbours, whe are acquainted with the merits of
the caufe ; which they are often obliged to do, after they have fpent the;r timey
and emptned their purles by a tednous fuit at law.

But I have not rcom here,to point out the many happy confequences,which would
ﬂow from that ftriét regard to the praétice of juftice, that our religion inculcates.
Leaving the judicious reader to trace them in his own mind, I proceed to make
fome obférvations, corcerning that religious adherence to truth; which the pre-
éepts of eh:iﬂ’ian'rty enjoin. ‘This is an important branch of juftice, and very
properly comes in here.

How excellent foever the rules may be, which the heathen moralifts have laid
down, for the praftice of juftice,they appear to have been very defeétive in this
particular. It is not eafy, indeed, to reconcile them to each other, or even to
themfelves on this point. Plato in fome places condemns ]ym 5 in othersy
he feems plainly to approve of it. But the moft general opmmn, as faras I
can find from their writings, was, that lies are admiffible, where there is a prof«
pedt of advantage®. ‘Atleaft all their moft eminent philofophers held it as an un-
doubted maxim, that it waslawful, and even a duty, to lie for the public good

NOTE,

# é He may lie,” fays Plato, ¢ who knows how to do it ina fit feafon.™ Td
the fame purpofe Menander, Proclus and Herodotus. ¢ There is nothing come-
ly in truth,” fays Maximus Tyrias, ¢ but when it is profitable. And fome-
times a lie profits, and truth hurts men,” ¢ Plato and the Stoics framed a kind
of Iophlﬁlcal diftinétion on this head, making a difference betwees lyingin wordsy
and in the foul, or with aflent to a falichood. The wife man was admitted to lie
eraftily, and with a profpeét of gain ; but not to embrace falfehood through igno-~
rance.” What a door fuch do&trines open to fraud and deceit, and how deltruc~
e they arc of confidence among men, is fufficiently evident.
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Cicero is fo clear in this, upon the authority of Plato, that he pronounces it ne-
_fas, 2 horvid wickednefs, not to doit. This conclufion arofe from another equala
iy * i, nameiy, that truth and general utility do not coincide.

C . uitianity grants no fuch licence ; but condemns every fpecies of falfehood,
an i incuicates the moft facred regard to truth, in all circumftances whatfoever.
—* Lie not one to another. Putting away lying, fpeak every man the truth
with lus neizhbour,”—1 fuppof? it will be readily acknowledged, that a ftrift ad-
herence to truth, elpecially in fuch promifes and declarations, as refpet the in-
tercit of others, is of no finall confequence to fociety. It certainly tends to be-
get and maintain that mutual confidence, which has been always reckoned one
principal bond of the focial union.—This is evident from the pernicious effeéts,
which we daily experience from an oppofite condut. Nothing has a greater
ten lency to plant diftruft and fufpicion in the hearts of men, deftroy mutual love,
and Rir up malignant paflions among them, than the pra&ice of faliehood and
diffimulation. It is therefore of the greatet importance in fociety, that men
fhould be laid under all poffible reftraints in this refpect. If they were left at li-
berty to depart from the truth, in fome particular cafes, and on fonre extraordi-
nary occafions, for their own advantage, or even for the good of others, what
would he the confequence ? Would it not neceflarily tend to annihilaze all faith,
in every fuch cafe? If men univerfally thought it lawful to lie in certain given
circumit.nces, no one would be credited in thofe circumftances ; becaufe he would
not be confidered, as under any obligation to fpeak the truth. Aul faith in the
declarations of others depends on the fuppofition of a general obligation to truth,
Take away this fuppofition—and there is at once an end of all confidence. So
that lying, in all fuch circumftances, would defeat its own purpofe, and would
be of no advantage, either to ourfelves ar others. It ought therefore to be rec-
koned a peculiar excellence of our religion, that its precepts afford not the leat
encouragement, to fuppofe it allowable, in any cale whatever, to {werve from
the truth. Had chriftianity granted any fuch permiffion, it inight be made an ob-
jeQion againtt it, as giving countenaice to a prattice detrimental to civil go-
vernment. (To be continued. )

_—~ T D D D ————
Reaolutionsof Englifb literature—1tranflated from the lialian of fignor Carlo Denina,

Under Edward III. Richard 11. and Henry VIII,
T the fame time that in Italy Leo the tenth and raul the third, and in
France, Francis the firft, encouraged literature by their bounty; Henry
the cighth, in the beginning of his reign, was equally favouruble to the learned,
equaliy dear to the republic of letters. Ludovicus Vives and Erafmus, the prin-
cipal reftorers of taftein Europe, lived fome time in England under that prince ;
and, by thepatronage of queen Elizabeth, and the works of Bacon and Shake-
fpeare, letters foon after became firmly eftablifbed. Bacon, fo defervedly fa-
mous for thofe feeds of {cience, which he fo liverally diffufed, and which aftere
wards produced fuch an abundant harveft, was likewife of fingular advantage to
Jiterature. He was among the firft who wrote upon ferious fubjets in the vul-
gar language, which, after incredible alterations, began, in his days, to aflume
a form little different from what it @ill retains.

Till now England had produc:d no writer fuperior to Chaucer, who died about
the year 1400, and flourifhed under Elward IlI. and Richard II. Thefignal
viQories which the former obtained over the Scots and French, had introduced
plenty and magunificence. There were in the court of that monarch, befides

,'Bngliﬂ\ and foreign noblemen, three powerful fovereizns.  So happy, fo glorir
ous a reign, could not fail to promote, together with the other arts, the ftudy
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the diftinguithing mark of his nation. The fight recalled the happy hours whicly
1 bad pafied with the inun who was fo dear to me.  Tears bathed my face. My
beart, fo long opprefled, expunded itfelf. I wept abundantly : and by this blef-
fing of maturc perhaps faved a iife which might have yielded to the weight of cone
centred grief,

Incficet, I found myfelf more tranquil. Reafon returned. I began to regard:
every thing around me: the defire of making my efcape was the refult of all my
seflexions. !

The execution of it was not eafy. Even though I fhould be able to elude the
vigilance of my guards, how fhould I traverfe an unknown land without be-
ing difcovered ? How fhould I find the road which led to my country ? would it
not be prudent for me to wait for more favourable occafions ? By degrees, the
miftrut of my guards would be weakened. I fhould be lefs obferved. 1 might
acquire a more exa&t knowledge of the country; and execute with fuccefs that
which now appeared impoflible.

Thus {poke prudence to me ; but love and youth did not reafon thus. The
Jeaft delay appeared an injury to my paflion. To hefitate, when the queftion
was to rejoin Amelia, feemed an infidelity. ¢ She will believe,™ faid I, ¢¢ that
fear is fuperior to love ; that my life is nearer to me than my affe.tion. No, my
dear Amelial no ! you fhall never reproach your lover with having facrificed to
his fafety, the happy inftant which may haften the delight of returning to you.™

(To be continued.)

—mevaeaeS—

Effay om the influence of religion in civil fociety. By the rev. Thomas Reefe, 4. M.
paflor of the prefbyterian church at Salem in South Carolina, Written anne
378 5.—Continued from page 3 5. '

NUMBER XII.
F the religious obfervance of truth, in our ordinary communications, be of
fo much importance in fociety, as we have already feen, much more muft
this be the cafle in our folemn oaths. Here, alfo, the excellence of chriftian mo-
rality is apparent. ‘¢ Other laws,” faith the learned Grotius, ¢ forbid perjuiy
but this requires us to abftain even from an oath, without neceflity ; and fo to
cultivate truth in all our words, that an oath may not be required of us.”” The
precepts of chriftianity are fo fliict in this particular, that fome chriftians, of
weak and fcrupulous minds, have fuppofed they prohibit all oaths. Butthis is a
veiy erroneous conclufion. It might be eafily fhcwn, were it thought neceflary,
that they contain no fuch prohibition.  Thofe, who raife fuch fcruples, little con-.
fider how much they wrong chiittianity. It would bea fad reflexion ¢n our re-
ligion, if it condemned the ute of folemn oaths, which are fo abfolutely neceffary
to the adminiftration of government, and ore of the beft means for the fpeedy
decifion of controverfies, which tend to the deftrullion of fociety. But though
chriftianity docs not forbid us to fwear in a fclemn manner, when legally calied
to it, it enjuins greatcaution in thismatter. It teaches us not to be precipitate in
making [uch afolemn ajypeal, where the importance of the cafe does not evadently
demand it.  Thus the preczpts of our religion conduét us fufely between two
extiemes, guarding us, on the one fide, fiom perjury, and, on the other, from
that fuperftitious timidity, which would lead usto omit a duty that we owe to fo-
Cictly.

Perjury is, in itfelf, a crime fo horrid, and at the fame time fo pernicious to
government, that it ought to be guarded sgainit with the utmott care. It is of
great moment, therefore, that men (heuld be reftrained from every thirg which
kends this way. Lying, profune fweaiing, and evena needlefs and too ficquent
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ufe of lawful oaths; have this tendency : and as allshefe are prohnhlted by the '
precepts of chriftianity, thofe precepts muft be one of the greateit fecurities a-
gainit perjury ; and, of confequence, finguiarly ufeful to government. A lit-
tle attention to human nature may convince us, that a needlefs repetition of oaths

tends to leffen their folemnity. By being often ufed, they become familiar ; and

are not attended with that awe and reverence, which ought to ftrike the mind, in

a tranfaltion fo very fclemn. And when men are but little imprefled with a’
fenfe of the majefty and prefence of the Deity, they will not pay that facred re- '

gard to truth, which might be otherwife expe&ted. Hence fluws a political max-

im, of nofmall utility in government ; namely, that oaths fhould be admitted in”
as few cafes as poffible, and adminiftered with all thofe circumftances of fo-"

lemnity which are bek adapted to fill the mind with awe and reverence.™*
As to the abfurd and impious pradlice of profarie fwearing, which fo much pre-
vails among us, it evidently tends to banith all fear of God from the minds
of men; and, of confequence, leads dire&tly to ‘perjury. The lealt reflexion’
may convince us of this.—Is it reafonable to expett, that an impious wretch,

who is daily invoking the vengeance of heaven on himfelf and others, and who

" confirms every petty affeveration, whether true or falfe, by the addition of the

facred name—is it reafonable, I fay, to expeét, that fuch a one fhould have &

proper fenfe of the folemnity of an oath, or any fuitable dread of perjury ?—
Muft it not be allowed, that, other things being equal, the tefimony of a man,
who makes corfcience of taking God’s name in vain, has much greater weight,
and deferves more credit ? Jtis, in a manner, felf-evident, that an habitual pro-
fanation of God’s holy name, by i nmpxous oaths and  curfes, muft tend to leflen
that awe and reverence of him, which is one of the Rrongeft guards againft per-
Jury ; and, con!equcntly, mutt be, in a high degree, injurious te civil fociety.
Hence the propriety ot refiraining and punithing it by civil laws.

If this pratice were only an offence againft God, the punithment of it fhould

be referred to him alone: but as itis not only a daring impiety, but alfo produc-

tiveof effets baneful to the ftate, and detrimental to public good, the civil ma-
giftrate ought to tuke notice of and reftrain itby civil penalties. Indeed, every
man, who wifhes well to his country, fhould make it his bufinefs, to dilcountes
nance this vice, whichis now become fo common amongftus. It is the oppro«
prium of fome of the flates ; and, together with our other national crimes, likely
to call down the vengeance of heaven upon us. If gentlemen, whole wealth and

-

NOTE.

- * I have often obferved, with much concern, the method, in which juries are
qualified in our courts of jufice. No good reafon, Ithink, can be given for
‘the ufuel praétice of fwearing them previoufly to every trial. Itappears tome a
needlefs repetition of oaths, which neceffarily takes off from their folemnity,
‘Would it net be much more eligible, to qualify our juries once for all, at the com-
mencement of the feflion ¢ T take the liberty alfo to obferve here, that oaths are
not adnuiniftered in our courts, with that folemnity, which their nature requires.
The clerk, with a vacant fice, and carelefs air, rhymes over the words of the
-oath, without *ny emphafis of expreffion, or folemnity of manner, fuitable te
theoccifion. The fame marks of negligence and inattention may be cften ob-
ferved in the :countenance of the deponent. To a fpeftator there appears no-
thing ferious, nothing felemn, in the whole tranfattion. One great caufe of this
I take to be a too frequent and unneceflary ufe of oaths, which tends to turn

them into mere farces. Thefe obfervations may, perhaps, by fome, be thought
trifling; bur, to a thinking perfon, nothing will appear fo, which ferveste *

guard aganit perjury,

S —
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#ink givethem refpe&ability, would confpire, and by their influence and exam-
ple, difcountenance this diale& of devils, it might, in a great meafie, be ba-
nithed from among us. But while men of the firft figure, whofe commmanding
snanners have fuch a mighty influence on all the inferior ranks, lead the way—
and thofe, who have a principal hand in making and executing our laws, are too
often chargeable with a breach of them, by the praétice of common fwearing—
we are not to expe& much effe& fiom the operation of our laws againft protane-
pefs. Indeed thefe laws are fo feldom put in executiony that they miglit aimoft
23 well be expunged from our code. If a juftice of the peace, in compliance
writh his oath, fhould attempt to punifh profane fwearing, he would in many
parts of America make imfeif ridiculous. It is with regret I mention thefe
things. But they areas true, as they are lamentable; andin the mind of every
thonghtful man, who wifhes well to religion and his country, portend no finall
evils. In truth, it the principles and precepts of religion be not fufficient to
reftrain men from falfehood, profanity, perjury; and other enormities of this na-
ture—we cannot expe&t much aid from civil laws, which, though executed ever
fo faithfully, can feldom punith crimes of this fort. However, if men have fo
far thrown off all fear of God, that no fenfe of religion can deter them from.
this daring impiety, let them, at leaft, fhow fome refpeét to reafon, and relinquift
& cuffom, which brings them meither honour nor profit, and is attended with the
moft pernicious confequences to civil fociery. If they profefs themfelves lovers
of their country, and friends to public happinefs, let them aét a confiftent part—
Jet them, {rom political motives atleatt, if trom no other, difcountenance a pracs
tice, which tends to the deftruétion of both. (To be continued. )

— & D & S W
ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF WORN.OUT LANDS,
By deep trench and frequent ploughing.

@eworaricated to ¢ the Blocklcy and Merrion fociety for promoting agriculture and
yural economy,”—by Richard Peters, efquire, prefident of the faid fociety.
Cencluded from 53.

O perform the operation of trenching, which is unneceffary above once in

feven years, T have a plough in the common foim, but large and frong—
the mortife in the beam long, fo as tp admit of altering the inclination of the
coulter, as you would with to go deeper or fhallower : and the mould-board is
conftrulted fo as to caft off more earth than the common plough. With this
plough, drawn by twe oxen and two horfes, or four of the former, I begin by
running as deep a furrow as poflible.  The next operation is made with a light
plovgh and two horfes 3 which pares off the fod two inches deep, with a brond
furrow, turning this {od into the trench with all its weeds, roots, and other pefts
o your foil. Thefe are completely covered by the large plough, fomewhat nar-
rower than the fmall onc, and which running in the fume furrow, throws over a
body of earth, which buiies thefe nuifances ; moft of which, being placed beyond
w=getation, ferment, rot, and become bleflings, by adding to the fertility of the
fcil.  The depth from ten to fourteen inches, as your foil will bear. This,
when I can do it, T have finified before winter. Next feafon I give it a light
¢ cffing with lime, dung, or fuch other manure as I can ebtuin, and work it well
with Indian corn, the molt common tallow crop we have.

In trenching, T am fatisfied if I complete three quarters of an acre in a fhor€
day, though fometimes I do more. My plough runs, in the years fucceeding
the trenching, no decper than is required in good common pioughing, perhape
five or fix inches, I frequently fow buckwheat, and plough it in, when in full
Moffom, as a green manure and covering crop, J have raifed potatoes, tap
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forget, that the confequence is falfely deduced ; becaufe, agreeably to the
fame natural law, the liberty of man i anuralienable right) which can neither
be bought nor fold. To thefe two defcriptions of men, at once the authors and
witnefles of your wroigs, may be added the European traders who exchange
their merchandife for the produions which are raifed by your labour. You
will conceive; that an immenfe profit could alone engage them in fuch a com-
merce; and that it is theit intereft carcfully to preferve the lource of it. Judge
if the truth be likely to pierce through fuch a medium to Europe. Perhaps Eu-
rope would not yet have been interefted in your fate, if leiture, and a thirit for
knowledge had not led intd our iflands fome philofophic minds who faw and re-
pored your wrongs.” ( To be tomtinied. )

S i’! I .. . e

Kfay o the infiuence of religion in civil fmet B) tbe rew, ‘ﬂomk.r Reefey
A M. pafier of the prefbyterian church at Salem, in South Carolma. Writted
amme 1785.. Continued frompage 109. NUMBER XIII.

I HAT temperance, and that moderation, which the précepts of chrif-
tianity require; are of great importantce to éivil fociety, and evident-
Iy tend to promore the public good.

It is a trite obfervation; that fotiety, by cultivating the agts of life; greatly in-
creafes our wants j and confequently inflames our appetites in proportion. The
wants of nature are few, and éafily fuppliedy but thofe created by fociety,
which may be called artificial; are without bounds or number. In the focial ftate,
therefore; where men’s wants aré fo numérous; and the defire of fatisfying
them fo highly excited, temiperance and moderation muft be peculiarly neceflary.
It is wo phin, to need any proof; that by far the greater part of thofe evils,
which difturb fociety, flow from the inordimate appetites and ungoverned pat-
fions of men. AN immoderate defire of thofe things; which have, at lealt, the
nypunncedf natural good, and which are generally thought neceflary to o+
happine(s in polithed life, is the fource of numberlefs civil ¢rimes. A too ea-
ger and violent purﬁm of wealth, honour, power and fenfual gratificatien,
prompts men to rapine; violence, cruelty, oppreffion; and every fpecies of injuf-
tia _ Hence flows a long tram of evilsy which bring a cenfumption on the body

s déftroy public happinefs; and overturn kingdoms and empires. The
mlmpal dcﬁgn,‘ therefore, of civil laws; is to check the fury of exorbitant ap.
petite, to reftrain the unruly paﬂ‘nom, and to keep them within the bounds, which
reafon and the common good require. How imperfe&tly théyan{wer this defign,
and how mucly they need the aid of religion for this purpofe; the éxperience «f
ull ages is a fufficient proof. Al the reftraint, which civil goumment can lay
tpon the paffions, is but to prohibit and panith fome of their moft dangerous
¢ffe&s : but religion, by enjoming a due government of all our appetites, teaches
0s to eradicate from dur minds the very caufe of thofe effets. That orly lops
off fome of the moft noxious branches ; sbis frikes at the root: that only
counteraéls or diverts the ftreams ; #5is dries up the fource.

Temperance is a very comprr.henﬁve virtue y and, as enjoined by chriftianity,
not only requires a dertain Wnoderation in eating and drinking 5 but in ah thofe af-
fetions, purfiits and enjoyments, which are liable to become faulty by excefs.
He who profeffts to govern his life by the precepts of the goipel, muit be tem-
perate in all things: His mod.fation muft be confpicuous to all, and viiible in
tie whale of his deportinent. Thus exfiurts the infpired apoitle : ¢ Let your
moderatian be known to all’ men.” But though our religion 1o friétly pro-
hihirs all kinds of intemperance, it allows us'a free ufe of the gifts of Provi-
dence, and depiizes us of no pleafive or enjoyment, which is not injurivus tof
o felves, or preqviicipl W others, ‘The fteic phiiofopaers, whe huve lad 1o
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many excellent things on temperance—and whele-morality, in the opinion of
Jerome, came neareft to the chriftian—abfurdly taught, that the paffions ought
to be wholly eradicated. According to them,.all the tender £motivns of love
and pity, all the fweet fenfibilities, and melting affetions of nature, muft be ex--
tinguifhed as unworthy of a philofopher. Thus, before men can become wife.
and virtuous, they muft diveft themfelves of all the tender feelings of humanity,
and be trinsformed into ftatues. How much more excellent and reafonable
the precepts-of chriftianity! They require us not to eradicate,. but to govern
and regulate our paffions,in fuch a manner, as is moft worthy of the dignity,.
ard moft conducive tothe perfettion and felicity, of rational .creatares. They
point out the objeéts,” on which we ought to-fix them ; mark the degreein which;
they fhould be indulged ;. and fhow their due balance and fubordination. Were:
it poffible for inen to bring themfelves to that total infenfibility, which was the:
prideand boait of the Roicyit would deprive them of a gréat part of that hapa
pinefs, which they derive from a reciprocal exchange of kind affeftions, and mu-
tual offices of love,, which conflitates one of the principal bonds, as well as-
chief felicities of fotial life.. How well foever .the doé‘trmes of the ftoies, were,
in general,-calculated 20 foxm the.good citizen, the dogma we are now fpeaking
of, not to mention other paradoxes which they held, was far from being favour~
able to fociety.. Had the retortion of nature permitted their much-defired apa-
thy, they would have made very aukward members of the community. Reafon
s too weak, toroufe mento that vigourand altivity, which are neceflary for
the ditchargeof the focial duties. The impuife of the paffions is therefore requi-
fite ; and they are implanted in us-for this purpofe. The veflel, which is ftrip-
ped of its-fails, though the rudder be ever {o good,.is not likely to reach the port.
What fails are to a thip, paffions are to the man.. Let them- be under the conduét
cf reafon—give them the due tone—keep them within the bounds of moderation,.
which chriftianity prefcribes—and they will invariably tend to focial happinefs,
"2 s tempered‘and reftrained,. they are a principal fource of focial enjoyments ;
give the neceffary fpring and energy to civil life ;.and impel us only to fuch ac-
«ons and purfuits, as ferve at once to promote both:private and public good.
Hence we fee, how far the morality of the gofpel furpaffes that of the Porch,.
the moft celebrated, and indeed the moft perfeét, to be found among the heathen:
iages. It is moreconformable io the conftitution of our nature,. better adaptn;
-to our prefent condition,and has. a greater tendency to promote the ends of ci-
vil government.

I fuppofe,- it will be readnly acknowledged, that dxunkennefs, gluttony,.
‘and lawiefs luft—not to mention many other evil confequences which flow from
them—enervate the body, debafe the mind,:and tend to unfit us for the difcharge
‘of thofe duties which we cwe to fociety. - As far, therefore, as the precepts of
chriftianity reftrein-men from thefe vices, fo far they muft be ufeful to govern-
ment,- We Have no laws, at leaft none which operate, for the punithment of
drunkennef($, though itis detrinvental to the ftate, by introducing dileafes, de-
froying the health and vigour of its inhabitants, and reducing thoulands of fa.
.niiies 10 want and mifery.. Al to thofe againft uncleannefs, they, are fo fcldom:
carried into execution, that we might almoft as well be without them. If, there-
fore, men be under no reftraint from religion, they are left at full liberty to a-
bandon themf[zlves to thofe vicious courfes. A regard to credit and veputation,
or a dread of infamy, cannot reftrain men from fuch pradlices, where they are
fo comuion as-'not to be dilgraceful ;. and where the number of tranfgreffors ex-
empts them from cenlure or reproach. How far this is the cafe in many parts of
‘our country, I leave others to fay ;- and only remark, that the fcenes of lewd-
ricis, viot, and debauchery, common in town and country, are too plain a proof
of- our diffolute manners, and a melancholy prefage of approachung ruin. I am
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feufible, we have no finall number smongft us, and thofe too of high rank and
polirieal influence, whe make light of thefe crimes : but it is not lets true, that
they are attended with effeéts highly dangerous to°government, and open a wide
door to a groupe of political evils, which menace deftruétion to jourjcountry.
Whatever men of loofe moralé may thinkof thefe things—to thofe, whocenfi-
der their pernicious tendency, they are fuTiciently alarming, and clearly indicate
the neceflity of a reformation.” AN that dam, eught to be done by civil laws
for this purpofe; but I am perfuaded that nothing, bu a fenfe of religion, and
a regand to the precepts of chriftignity, will prove effctual.

But, not to dwell any longer on thofe inftances of intemperance, which afea
reprorch to reafon, and transformh men into brutes; we progeed to ebferve, that
the moderation which chriftianity enjoins, in the purfuit of wealth, greatly tends
to the advantage of fociety. Avarice is infatiable, arnd produétive of infinite
mifchief in government. The moft numerous ‘and flagrant aéts of injuRice, -
-and the mok atrocious crimes, even murder itfelf, may be often traced to an im-
moderate defire of riches, as their fource. Experience confirms the affertion of
the apokle, ¢ The love of momey is the rootof all evil.™ Asan immoderate
love of wealth, therefore, is ame principal fource of thofe crimes, which plainly
tend to the fubverfion of fociety, it is of great moment, that it fhould be cusbed;
and whateves has a tendencyto Keep it within proper bounds, muft be .fubfcrvieat
-to the public good. * Chriftianity gives us fuch a ftriking pi@ureof theempty
and unfaisfying, as well as dangerous, nature of riches, as cannot fail to have
2 mighty influeace on the minds of all thofe, who have a cardial belicf of its
truth, He, whohas a full conwittion, that *aman’s life confifteth nutin the a-
‘bundance of the things which he poffeffeth,™ and pays a due regard 10 thofe
divine procepts, which forbid us to fet our hearts on earthly pofleflions, wiil
be modera® in his purfuit of riches. Senfibie of their unceitain and eninaring
naturey be will be under little temptation to ufe fraud or violence, in order to
acquire them. Contented with food and raiment, he is pot anxicus to amafs
great wealth ; and if God pleafe to profper his moderate care and diligence, and
‘blefs him with abundance, he has a heart open to diftrefs, and is ready to pity
and relieve the miferable. $enfible that he is only a ftewar.l of the goed things
God has given him, and that he mutt be accountable for the ufec he makes of
his effate, he is careful .not to confume itin luxaovy, nor nake it the fuel cf luft.
He keeps the golden mean between the mifer and the prodigal ; not hoarding up
uicleisly, mor fpending profufely, but contiibuting, according to his ability, to
promate fuch defigns as are ufeful to the public: feeding the hungry, clothing
the naked, and inftru&ing the ignorant. Such is the temper of the man formed
upon the precepts of the gofptls awd how admirably it is adaptéd to promote the
peace and happinefs of fociety, is -too plain .to need illuftration. If tins chritian
moderation were more prevalent among us, Now many alts of extortion, op-
preflion, iraud, and rapine—how much #rife and contention, envy and emula-
tion would it prevent! It would be g much fronger fecurity, againft thefe
and a thoefand other irregularities, than the dread of human laws, though fram-
ed with the highegt wifdom, and executed with the greatelt punQuality.

’ © (To becontinued. )
—eeceed®—
MAXIM.
O do the beft, can feldom be the lot of man, Itis fufficient, if, when
opportunities are prefented, he be ready to o good. How lit:le virtue
could be pradlifed, if bencficence were to wait alwa;s for the mcft proper obe

. ie@s, and the nobleft occafions—occafions that may never happen, and obicéts
that may never be fourd ?
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Efay ontde influence of religion in civil fociety. By the rew. Thomas Reeft, A. 3
pafior of the prefbyterian church, at Salem in South—Carolina.—Written anne
178§—Continued from page 155. ’ :

NUMBER X1V

HRISTIANITY is not more favourable to government, by modera-
ting our love of riches, than by enjoining an honett care and diligence as
the means of acquiring a comfortable {ubfiftence. Idlenefs, floth, and negli-
gence, in our feveral occupations, are as exprefsly tondemned by our religion,
As a teo eager and violent purfuit of the world, Thus, we are guarded againfe
two extremies, equally pernicious to fociety. Extreme poverty and want ftimu-
Jate men to theft, robbery, and many other difhoneft pratices, highly injurious
to the community. Thofe who are extremely poor, and thofe who are extreme-
1y rich, are generally the moft viciouss and though their vices may be of differ-
ent kinds, they-are equally oppofite to the public good. The mean in life is
moft defirable 1 and this is generally the refult of that moderate care and dilt-
gence which the procepts of chriftianity require; Thofe, who are placed be.
tween the extremes of want and abundance, are generally the beft members of
fociety, moft happy themfelves, and contribute moft to the happinefs of others.
Over-grown eftates are feldom acquired or enjoyed in a manner wholly confiftent
with chriftianity. They are often a curfe and incumbrance to their owners; and
a fource of many evils in fociety, by introducing luxury, fenfuality, and ef-
feminacy, with a long train ef vices, which have always been the deftruion of
governments ; and are peculiarly repugnant to the {pirit, and hoftile to the lis
berty and happine(s, of a republic. But as it is a thing poffible; that men may
both acquire and poflefs ample fortunes, confiftent with the chriftian chara&er
and the happinefs of the community—and as fuch have it in their power to be
moft extenfively ufeful, both to the publicand individuals—chriftianity isof fin-
gular fervice, in refiraining them from the abufe, and fixing the true ufe of
siches,

This naturally leads us to take notice of the influence, which chriftianity has
in moderating our pwifuit of thofe things, which are reckoned comfortable, ele-
Zaat, and ornamental, in civil life, .

It is not eafy, precifely to afcertain; how far chriftianity permits us to in-
dulge ourftlves in the enjoyment of thofe things, which are not neceffary to the
fuppert of nature; or to what degree we may inmocently gratify an elegam
tafte, in magnificent buildings, fumptuous tables, fplendor of drefs, equipage;,
8sco This fubjedt has been greatly embroiled by enthufiafts, whe have cricd
eut, an abufe, whenever the gifts of providence were ufed further than is neceffax
ry for the bare fuftenance of life. It is needlefs to fhow the abfurdity of this no-
tion, and how little ground chrittianity affords for fuch a fuppofition, The bare
niecefary is reckened fufliciently beggacly among us: and we have much more
reafon to guard againft exce(s and intemperance, than a 1igid aufterity and fu-
perftitious abftinence.. Though our bountiful Creator ¢ hath given us richly all
things to enjoy,” and chriftianity permits us to ufe the comforts, conveniencies;
and even the elegancies of life, it requires a certain temperance and moderation
in the enjoyment of thefe things. To fuppofe otherwife; would be unreafona-
ble, and contrary to the fpirit and general ftrain of its precepts. To ufe the .
gifts of providence to our own injury, in perfon or fortune, or to the injury of
othets, to whom we ftand related, or are obliged to afford aflittance, is prohibited
by chriftianity. This, as I take it, is a pretty accurate definition of luxury,
which is undoubtedly vicivus, and as contrary to the precepts of our religion, as
it is pernicious to civil fociety.- When a man indulges “himilf in fumpruous
fare, fo_as to enervate his body and debauch his mind—when he gratifies hi¢

VYor. IX, No. 1V, s &
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. tafte for elegance, grandeurs and magnificence, in building, forniture, drefs,
equpage, &c. to {uch a degree, as to embarrafs his eftate, plunge himfelf in debr,
and bring his family to beggary—he certainly paffes the bounds of moderation,
Imprudence is too foft a name for fuch a condu&t—it is highly criminal. For
by a&ing in this manner, he not only injures himfelf ; but is chargeable with.
gréat injuftice to others, Had he kept within the bounds, which’ religion, and
even reafon prelcribes, he might have lived comfortably, though perhaps not
fplendidly, and have beftowed liberally on thofe, who, reduced by unavoidable
misfortunes, had a right to fhare in his bounty. The man, who regulates his
mode of living by a ftri& and confcientious regard to the precepts of the gofpel,
will always endeavour to manage his affairs with fuch economy,. that" his ex.
penfes may not exceed his income. Though he may have a tafte for-the grand
and elegant in life, he will not always gratify it, even when in his power; but
will often facrifice the pleafures of imagination to the more fublime and godlike
. pleafure of relieving the real wants of the poor and needy. Althongh his eftate may
.permir, and rank require him, to live in a magnificent and fplendid manner, he
_will ftudy moderation and fumplicity, as far as is poffible, without incurringthe

" imputation of meannefs. A regard to religion, the love of his country, and' a
_defire to p:omote the public good, will lead him te this ; left, by the influence of
his example, luxury fhould be encouraged, and others carried into a train of ex~
penfts, which they cannot honeftly fupport. In a word, the real-chriftian, though
he may poflefs an 2fluent fortune—to which you may add, if you pleafe, 2 no-
ble and refined tafte—is careful to keep both in due fubordination to the honour

.of God,and the good of men ; and neither ufes the one, nor indulges the other, to
the detriment of civil fociety. All, who confider the fatal effes and dangerous

tendency of luxury, will acknowledge, that, in this view, chriftianity is of greae

importance to the ftate. In all rich and flourithing republics, fumptuary laws
have been generally thought necelfary : but they feldom fully anfwer the end de-
“figned by them. A friék regard to that moderation, which chriftianity requires,
would have much greater influence, and lay a more effetual curb on luxury,
.than the moft rigorous fumptuarylaws. How much we need the influence of re-
ligion, in this particular, is too plain to admit of a doubt. If luxury be an ¢ abufe
of the gifis of providence,” there is certainly a great deal of it among us.
Our progrefs in this vice, has been o abazingly rapid, fince the clole of the war,
‘that 1 could not believe it, were I not convinced by my own fenfes. The nature
of our government, the Jofles we havs fuftained, and the debts we have contrac-
ted, in the courfe of a bloody and defolating war, call for the fevereft economy
;and the moft exa& frugality : and yet fuch is the profufion, prodigality, and
extravagance, which generally prevail among eur citizens, that a fagacious po-
litician would be almoft tempted to pronounce usin the lak ftage of political cor-
- ruption. As free and independent ftates, we are but in infancy : and yet we have
many flagrant marks of a republic in'rapid decline. ¢ We have luxury and ava.
rice, no uncommon con unétion ; public peverty, and private opulence*.” Pro-
fanenefs,riot,diffipation, and debauchery have, in many places, arrived toa height

" NOTEX.

# ¢ Nos habemus luxuriam atque avaritiam ; publice egeftatem, privatim opu-
Jentiam,”” (Salluft.) Rome had exifted nearly 700 years before the patriot could
fay this. In the early ages of the commonwealth, it was quite otherwife ; ¢ Par
triz enim rem unufquifque, non fuam augere properabat; pauperque in di~
vite, quan dives in paupere imperio, verfari malcbat.”” Valerius Max. Such is
the difpofition whieh ougit to prevail among us, in this early fkage of our repube

Jic : but how far it is otherwile, no one can be ignorant, who is capable of the
gmallct obfervation,
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which is truly a(loni(hing. If, in the courfe of a few years, we be already fo far
gone in thefe vices, who can look forward, only one century, without trembling
Tor pofterity 2 Our rapid provrefs in luxury, which will naturally increafe with
our wealth and commerece, is an alarming circumftance, and a iure harbinger .of
impending ruin. We already begin to feel the fatal effets of our prodiga[iry and
extravagance. It is known to all, what great numbers of our citizens are invole
wved in debt. Not a few of them are fo irrecoverably funk, that they have relin-
quithed all hopes of payment. This is generally réckoned no fmall evil 5 and is,
at this moment, the fource of infinité difcontent and uneafinefs in the ftates.
Whence arifes this evil, fo much complained of ? We may, I think, pronounce
without hefitation, that an immoderate defire of high and expenfive living is the
principal and moft general caufe. "Our citizens feem to be feized with a ge=
meral emulation to furpafs each other in every article of expenfe Thofe, wha
poffefs affluent fortunes, lead the way, and fet the example Others, whofe eftates
are not fufficient to bear them out, madly adopt the fame expenfive fyftem:, and,
in order to fuppor it, contraét debts, which they have no rational profps é’t of
difcharging. All they feem to with, is to obtain credit, to figure away, ¢ and
make a brilliant appearance at the expenfe of others. It is but too plain, that
many of them enter into engagements, without the moft diftant profpeét of com-
plying with them. They make no efforts for this purpofe ; but plunge deep:r and
.deeper into the vortex of extravagance. If they canonly indulge their fondnefs for
pleafure, fhow, and vanity, and thine upon the property of the honeft and induf-
Arious, they carenot what becomes cither of their creditors or their country, Rich
and fumptuous fare—expenfive diverfions—coftly entertainments—the pomp, pa=
_rade, -and fplendor of drefs and equipage—thefe are the things, which have in-
wvolved thoufands ; and, among other mifchiefs, have obl'xged fome of our lcg:(..
latures to ftop the courfe of juftice; or, at leaft, to clog it in fuch a manner, that
an honeft creditor may farve, before he can recover his jult ‘due. Indecd there
are a number of thefe defperate debtors, who feem determined to hazard every.
-extreme, rather than difcharge their lawful debts ; for they are fenfible, that, if
they do this; they muft retrench from their ]uxuxy, and many of them be reduced’
to beggary. At a certain period of the Roman republic, it was common for a bold
tribune, who aimed at popularity, to propofea total abolition of alldebts : and if
the ruinous fcheme of credit be continued, as in times paft, I fhall not beatall
furprifed,«f fuch a motion be made in fome of our aﬂ'cmbhes. Something, which
appears to me nearly tantamount, hath already been done. A paper currency, on
depreciating principles, produces nearly the fame effe&.

The weight of our taxes is alfo a matter of great complaint ; and notie com-’
plain more heavily, than thofe-who live moft prodigally. You may hear a man
curfing the affembly, and exclaiming againt the tax, when the very filver on the
trappings of his horfe would pay his proportion of 1t. He ean find money, to-
eat, and drink, and drefs like a gendleman : he has guineas upon guineas to
ftake at a_hoxfe race or agaming tablez but not a farthing to pay his tax. Is
it at all ftrange, that men of this caft cannot pay their public or private debts ?
Ifthey would only retrench fromtheir fuperfluities, and be frugal and indufiri-
ous—if they would live within the limits of their income, and obferve thofe
bounds of moderation, which common pr udcnce, reafon, and religion require—
moft of them would find little dnﬂicu‘lty in paying their taxes, Their extravagant
tafte for high and expenfive living, is the principal reafon, why they caunot, or
rather will not, difcharge their public dues. Every one who confiders the heavy -
.debts we have incurred by the war, muft be fenfible, that a weighty tax is necef=

fary®. Honoun, juftice, and our ewn realintereft, equally require, that this debt

NOTE.
# Thole, who complain of the weightof our taxes, readily acknowledge the
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fhould be djfcharged ¢ and he, who refufes to facrifice a few of the- Juxuries, or
‘elegancies of life, for this purpofe, difcovers, in my judgment, very little of a
republican fpirit, as well as very littleregard to honour and juflice, A few
years of economy, induftry and frugality, would extricate us from all the diffi,
cult.ies, which arife from our debts, and make our public faith 3s refpectable,
®s it is mow contemptible. But it is not my defign to infit on all the evils,
which our extravagance has already brought upon us. Every one who will one
1y reafon a littleon the fubje&, and traceeffelts to their caufes, muft be convinced
they are numerous, Thedeftru&tive tendency of luxury is a beaten topic ; we
fhall not therefore repeat what hath been faid by fo many excellent writers on
this fubje&. The Hiftory of the world points to this, as the rack on which
the ftate vefle has mofl commonly fplit. It ftands confpicuous ; and if we rup
tipon it with our eyes open, we deferve to perith. * The majeftic ruins of mighty
kingdoms and empires, prefent themfelves to our yiew, asan awful, but friend-
1y warning of our danger from this quarter. Rome, once fo famous for her cone
tempt of wealth, her virtue, and her valour—Rome fo renowned for the excele
lence of her civil inftitutions, and the wifdomof her policy—at laft fell a facrifice
to luxury. The {poils of Greece, and the riches of the eaft, proved her ruin,
and overturned that mighty fabric, which it had been the work of ages to
year. A general difflution of manners took place-—-v:rtue fled—vice broke in,
like an irrefiftible torrent.
| e S V10T QY IS .
 Lusaria incubuit, viltumque ulcifcitur orbem. J UVENAL.

" The judicious reader muft be fenfible, how eafy it would beto enlarge here,
by felecting many other precepts, befides thofe already treated, and howing theiy
mﬂuence on civil fociety.

That ftri&t regard to chaftity and conjugal ﬁdelnty, which cbnfhamty enjoins—e
the prohibition of polygamy, which is allowed by other religions,and which
isas contrary tc the intention of nature, asit is unfavourable to public hzgppmefs—
all thofe precepts, which point out and enforce the feveral duties, required of ug
in the different ffations and relations of civil and domeftic life, particularly ag
magn(hates and fubjeéts, rulers, and ruled*—all thefe fo evidently tend to proe
mote our happinefsin the focial ftate, that it may be thought tedious and unnecefs
fary fo infift upon them,

Upon the whole, what has been faid, is, we truft, fufficient to demonftratq
how admirably the chriftian rehgmn is adapted to co-operate with good and
wholefome civil laws, and how much it tends to promote the peace and happine(s
of men, in a ftate of fociety. Let us, for a moment, admit the fuppofition, that
the doftrines of chn(hamty were firmly beligved, cordially embraced, andi its

NOTES,

juftice of difcharging the debts, contratted by the war ; but, at the fame time,
allege, that' very little of “our money is applied this way—that pur civil lift,
which, they fay, is enormous, fwallows up the greater part ; and, in general, thag
thote, who have the management of our finances, lavith out the public money,
without any regard to that fevere economy, which our prefent fituation requires,
I do not take upon me to fay, that thisis the cafe ; but if it be, it is a fill fara
ther proof, that the political grievances we labour under, are the confequency
of extravagance, prodigality, and lugury. If the falaries of our civil officers be
too high, the evil may be eafily traced to luxnry, as the original caufe. If the
public money be dealt out unneceflarily, and in fuch a manner as proves detri~
mental to the ftate, what s this but public profufion and extravagance ?

* Stri&tly fpeaking, there are meither rulers nor fubjets in the united ftates,
W: are all confederates. Thofe who are c_:ommon_ly called rulers, are morg
Prfn‘:‘:;ly agents oy trufleeg, :

.
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precepts diligently pralifed, by all our citizens ; and it msy esfily: he con.
ceived, what 3 happy effett it would bave. What love, what peace and harmo:
my, what firm union, perfeft order, and ready ebedience to every whalefome ine
flitution and wile regulation, would then take place amongltus! To what an
-exalted pitch of true greatnefs, glory, grandeyr, and felicity might we arrive
‘The bare thought is fufficient to tranfportevery lover of his country: t-is not,
indeed, to be expeéted, that fuch 3 facred regard to religion thould ever become
‘waiverfal among any people ; but from the efeft, which would follow, on this
fuppoﬁuon, we may fee, that it muft ever be produdlive of good 1o fociety, as
far as it prevails. The more firongly mep ae influenced by its motives, and
the more perfetly they are conformed to-its precepts, the better members of
civil faciety they will be : and the greater the number of fuch in any ftate, other
things being equal, the higher it will rife in the fcale of political glory and hape
pinefs, < Righxeuufncfs exalteth a natjon, but {in is areproach toany people.”™ As
wice degrades a nation, renders them contemptible, and at laft terminates in pub-
Jic mifery and ruin: fo virtue, which is the neceffary refult of piety, exalts,
#npobles, and leads themto tue fubftantial glery and felicity.
* Tis fix’d! by fateirrevocably fix'd ! - .
Virtue and vice are empire’s lifeand death. - Youna. -
(To be continued, ) :

—ED D &> D W e
THE NEGRO EQUALLED BY FEW EUROPEANS.
Tranflated fram the French,~—Continued from page 353,

L HERE is then,” faid I, “ ameng the Europeans a clafs of men fo de-
graded, as not to bluth at the inhumamty of their countrymen 1**
#¢ ARt ycu do not know <he eloquence of avarice. She borrows the voice and .
celours of fition. FiGion gilds your chains ; denies you almoft every quality of
men, to ennoble the preterded charity of your'del'pots towards you ; fwells thelift
of dangers which they encounter to procure you ; exaggerates the cruelty which
youéxercifcon the white people who fall into your hands, and the ftupid infenfin
bility of your fovereigne who deliver you up for trifles which we defpife, Thup
does fhe feduce our menarchs by infinuating that this commerce aggrandizes
their power ; our great men, by multiplying the fources of their enjoyments g
our people, by infefing them with the errors, which clofe their credulous mindg
%o pity ; thus does fhe betray even religion itfelf ; und, by lhowmg fome of yop
o her, as obje&s of her domlmon, compels her to confecrate the injuries with
which injullice overwhelms you.”«—=¢ Weak as thefe reafons are, at lealt they
e exeules which falfehood may employ to p2lliate avarice : and I feel they may
#mpofe on people who enjoy the fruits of our flavery, without knowing the an-
guith which thole produétions coft us. But lying has no excule. I coft your fa-
ther nothing. I implored his humanity ; nothing further. Was his charaéter
formed of unalloyed barbarity ? he might have refufed my requeft; haxe fent me
back ; and this fhould have been fufficient for his cruel propenfity. But chains |
flavery ! thame | Oh, Ferdinand | the lions of our foreft tear us; we kiil them;
but « they be not impelled by hunger, they do not feize upon us for future
wante."=#¢ Alas | my dear Itanoko, when long abufe, when luxury has takep
she place of wirtues, there is no poeint to wh:ch man confines hunfglf ‘he dares
every thing ; he excufes every thing.”
¢ I will tell you a truth, Ferdinand ; it may be harfh ; but, pardon me, I cap~
not diffimulate. If riches, wluch offer the means of folacmg human miferies, have
ferved to harden your minds—if the fciences, whofe objeét is to enlighten men,
have but increafed ycur pride—if your comp=ffionate religion has ro influence
@n your hearts—you muit be the moft vile, the moft corrupt of menl To pof-
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ropeans, who think they dithonour tl:emfelvcs by admitting us to their fociety &
but it was debauchery alone gave him this apparent philofophy. It depended then -
folely on my pleafure to be always with him : but his amufements were too, far
removed from my tafte, to permit me to accept ‘of an equality, to which my .
principles muft ‘have been facrificed : I ftood aloof, with a referve which my fi-
tuation feemed to require : and T was proud to have preferved my inclinations

_pure, and not to have flainied the dignity of man by the condition of flavery,

(To be continued. )
— e —

‘ E[ 2y on the mﬂumtc of religion in civil _/'acugy Bj the rev. Thomas Reefz, A. M.

)aﬁar of the third prefbyterian tmgr:gatm: in Salem, South Carolina. Wrztten
anno 178 §.—Continsed from page 205. :

RUMBER XV.

F religion be of that importance to the ftate, which we have been endeavour
ing to' provey it certamly merits the public dttention's and thofe, who are
engaged in the arduous and i | important tafk of govertiment, ought to avai il them-
felves of its force; to give vigour to the operation, and facilitate the execution,
of wile and wholefore laws. The moft intelligent of my readers will perhaps blame
me for taking fo much pains, to prove what very few either doubt or deny. To
this I ¢an only fay, that, how well focver the truths infifted upon are known and
believed, it is clear they have been too much over-looked : and if what has been:
offered, may ferve; in any meafure, to draw the public attention to this lmpor.
tant objed, I thall riot regret the labour I have beftowed. All our politicians
will readily grant, that the morality of the people is a matter of no fmall mo-
ment, efpecmlly in republics : but many of thein feem to forget the infeparablé
«onnexion betweeil religion and morality. They appear not fufficiently fenfible,
how impoflible it is; to preferve purity of morals among the people at large, even
in the lux political fenfe of that expreffion; without a fenfe of 1eligion. A com:
Plete morality, independent of all religion, is merely vifionary ; and never, in fa,

_exifted. It is the dream of theory fpinners, and the unmeaning language of petty

profligate politicians. The neceffity of morality to the commonwealth being:
once granted, the neceffity of religien will unavoidably follow ; and certainly that
which is neceffaty, not only to the well-being, but to the very exiftente of cr- -
vil fociety, mutt' be warthy the attention of civil rulers, Without entering intp
any Jdifpute relative to“the power of civil magifirates in religious concerns, wa
lay it down as certain; that they may do much for the ('upport and encou-
¥agement of religion, without the leat encroachment on the prerogatives of thofe,
"who are more immediately entrufted with the government of the church. Thy

:may; and ought to do muchi by their pious example, which, in ‘peifons of high

sank and authority, has an amazing weight and influence, They may, without
any mvaﬁqn of the rights of confcience, take meafures for the inftruction of fub-
je€ts in the important do&trines and precepts of chriftianity, which fo evidently -
tend to the fafety of the body politic, If meafures of this nature were ever ne,
scffary in any government, they.are foin the united ll-ates Great numbers of
our citizens are ignorant of religion to a degree, which is equally afonifhing

 4nd deplorable. ' Whole fettlements may be found, where but very few can ‘(o

inuch as read the fcnptures. There are fome hundreds,-—one might venture to
fay, fome thoufands—of young perfons growing up among us, almott as igno-
yant of the God who made them, as the Hottentots of Africa. Inftruted in to

“eue duty, which they owe either to God or man, is itreafonable to fuppéfe, thy

will ever become good citizens or ‘ufeful members of the commuhlty t Brought

wp, as many of them are, in thc molt abje& povmy, and th: e lt mMu‘l-
VOL. ’x Ne. V. - O



266 ©  SELECTED PROSE, a ' {May,

xdlenefs, and tauglit -no kind of employment, by which thcy can procure an
_honeft fubfiftence; muft we not expeét they will prove pefts of fociety ? Re-
- ftrained by no o'ahgatlons of virtue or religion, ftimulated by wart, and fharpen-
ed by keen neceflity, they give us but too much reafon to expe&t, that in maturer
years; they will be confpicuous for their vices, lmmorahty, and difhonefty. Do
wie not find in fad, that thofe fettlements, where idlenefs, i; ignoranee, and irreli-
gion, moft prevail, are at once the feminaries and afylums of public offenders 2.
Here the laws are not executed at all, or with the greateft difficulty: and in
fome of them, the people-ase fcarcely.one degres above downright barbarifm.
Is shere any other method to bring them out of this: flate, and make them ho-
eft and worthy cmzens, but the diffufing knowledge among them, and inftruc~
ting their children’in the- pnnmples of religion and morality ? And is net this anr
- obje&t worthy of the public attention ? Exclufive of that compaffion to the fouls
of men, which fhould Rrongly aperate with thofe who profefs themfelves chrif-
“tians, our own peace and happinefs as a political body evadently require it, 1f pa.
r;ms cither capnot, or will not provide for, and educate their children ina pro-
pe. manner, it would certainly be Ju& and expcdnent, to take them out of their
handa, and have them breught up in fuch a way, as might afford fome. ration-.
al profpeét of their being ufeful to fociety. This would be, at once, an a& of
charity and compaffion to the children, and highly beneficial to the ftate.
- One principal reafon, why ignorance is fo. prevalent among our citizens, is the
want of . public. teachers, propeily qualified, to inftruct them in the do&trines
- and precepts of chriftianity. If our country were properly fupplied with able,
: Pnous, and faithful minifters, this would, doubtlefs,‘ be one of the moft promif-
ing means to diffufe rehglous knowledge, fiem the torrent of vice, and promote
the pradtice of picty and virtue. Without attempting to prove, I make no fcru-
lplc boldly to affirm, that the presching of the gofpel, in its genuine purity and
;.nmplmty, is the moft powerful mean to reform the manners of men, If fo, is
it reafonable to exped, that a reformation will take place, while this mean is
negle&ed ? Can we rationally hope, that a fenfe of religion will be kept alive
in the hearts of mén, when there are none among them, whofe ftated bufinefs it
is, to explain its doétrines, and inculcate its precepts ? It is the appointment of
the great Author of our religion, that thele fhould be fuch an_order of men.
And when they condu@ themfelves with that gravity and dxgmty, which be-
_come their office—when they are zealous, aftive, and diligent, in preaching,
_inftru&ting, reproving—and, by thejr holy and exemplary lives, give weightand
fnfluence to their doftrines—we are authorifed to expeét the moft falutary ef-
felts from their minittrations. Had we a fufficient number of fuch clergymen
“fixed ‘in the different parts of the united fates, it would be a fingular bleffing,
"and greatly facilitate the exccution of our laws. Were this the cafe, we mighs
“expedt, that our citizens would be more generally enlightened in the nature and:
end of government, #and the feveral duties they owe to fociety, and more fenfi-
ble of the neceffity of order in. the body politic, and of fubmiffion to all thofe
civil ordinances, which are fubfervient to the common good.—Virtue would be
- more countenanced and promoted, vice more difcouraged, and a ftronger curbr
%aid on the licentious and profane.
~ But how are fuch clergymen to be obtained ? how fupportcd ?—Here refts
. the grand difficulty, We do not take upon us to ditate. We point out the in-
fluence of religion en civil focnety—-the need we have of that influence ; and-give
onme reafon, why we are fo deficient in the knowledge and pratice of chrif-
tianity,
Ittymay, however, be obferved, that the moft probable means of furmﬂnng
our country with ufeful paftors, is to promote learning, and educate pious and
promnfmg youths among ourfeJves, The encouragement, of hteratu-e, on this,
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-and many- other accounts, fhould be confidered as a very capital obje& of public
attention in America. It is neither for our honour, nor our interet, to have our
learned departments filled up with forcigners. How far this is the cafe none can
be lgnonnt. In fome of the fouthern fates, there is fcarccly a fingle clergyman,
who is 2 native. Of the few minifters in thefe ftates, it is to be lamented, that
fome are not fo well qualified; in point of literature, as the importance of theit
office would rcqmre. Some of thefe are, no doubt, ufeful: but xf their learn-'
ing equalled their piety and zeal, they would certainly be much more fo; and
religion would be more folid and rational, than it is at prefent, in many places.
‘The moft able and judicious of thefe are fenfible of the difadvantages they la.
bour under, and lament their want of a liberal education : but at the fame time,
urge the difficulty of obtaining it, and the deplorable ignorance which pre-
vails, as their excufe for affuming the charaéter of public infiruftors. And in
‘truth, confidering the Rate of learning to the fouthward, and the fearcity of reli-
gious teachers, this argument appears to me to have ro finall weight. If fuch
_pregchers were capable of nothing further than to inculcate the do&rine of 2
future ftate—and prefs upon men the neceffity of moral and focial duties, even
this would be of no fmall utility to the ﬂ“ﬁ Tt requires but lmleknowledgc 0
inftru& many of our citizens ; and thofe, 0 can only read the fcriptures in their
own language, may do much good in many parts of the country, by teachin
the grofsly ignorant, and reforming the notorioudly vicious. After all, it muft
be confeffed, that they would be much more ufeful, were their knowledge more
enlarged, and their education more liberal : and if a method could be devifed, to
make learning cheap and convenient, this wculd be more generally the cafe.
This is the point, at which we ought to aim, and the moft fpirited efforts fhould
be made for this purpofe. While Jearning continues fo expznfive, as it is at pre-
. fent among us, we cannot expett it to become general. T he more opulent only
will be able to give their fons a liberal education : and there is little probability
‘ghat any confiderable number of thefe will devote themfelves to the fervice of the
church®.

. NUMBIER XVI.

T is the opinion of many, that the beft way to fupply ourfelves with clergy-
men, is to encourage their emigration from Great Britain and Ireland. In
our provincial ftate, this plan was notaltogether ineligible. but, in our prefent cir-
cumftances, I think there are ftrcng political objettions againtt it. Ani lmportant
revolution has taken place. We are now an independent people, and have re<
jefted the government of Great Britain, as equally odious and intolerable.
Thole men, whom it is propofed to bring in among us, are the {ubjeéts of king
George 111 ; and, in juftice to them, it is to be fuppefed they are loyal fubje&s.
Their education has a deep tin&ure of the government, under which they
have lived. They have been brought up, with that predile&ion for monag-

NOTE,

® If, as fome think, our governments tend to ariftocracy, were learning pro-
perly diffufed, it might, I think, ferve to countera& this tendency in fome mea-
ure. In arepublic, offices of high truft and preferment ought to be rotatory, ahd
diffufed as much as poffible. If learning be confined to a few of the moft wealthy,
it will naturally tend to keep thefe offices in a fei hands : the confequence of which
will be, that the rich and learned feaw will rule and opprefs the poorand i ignorant

many. Every proud politic ariffocrat knows, that if he can keep a people in po-
verty and ignorance, he can ride them atpleature ; and will therefore frenuoufly
oppole every attempt of the legiflature, to put leayning upon tuch a footing, that
‘i may be acquived by thofe of lower rank. )
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ey, and that fuperftitious reverence for royalty, and the high-founding title of
* hing, which is ufual in regal governments. Can we reafonably expe&, that meft
of this defcription will generally have the fame firong-attachment to our country,
‘the fame high refpet for our republican forms of government, as thofe who are
educated among us, and have imbibed the ‘principles arid fpirit of freedom and in-
dependerce, with the milk of their mothers ? have we any ground to hope, that
‘they will fhow the fame zeal, for the. fupport and‘profperity of our free conftitu=
“tions, as the natives of Amenca, whofe fatheri have fuﬁ'ered fo hmch for then-
“eftablithment ?

Some of thefe gentlemen, who have ventured to crofs tbe Atlant:c, fince the
‘eftablifhment of peace, and are now in queft of fettlements among us; make
10 fcruple to declare their hatred and comtempt of our government ; and to exs
prefs their great regret that the revolution ever took place. ' Better,™ fay they,

© €6 we had ftill continued' 6ur connexion with England :~~we would have now beea
‘a much more happy people.™ That they fhould hold fuch language is not at all
furpnﬁng. Tt'is the natural refult of their education, and of 'the prejudices whick
hang about them in favour of a kingly governmént: and how plainly it tends to
_émbroil our government, and facilitate our return to'a fervile dépendence on Great
"Britain, is fufficiently obvious. Others, who have mote’ pmdence, ‘and better
- Know how to accommodate themfelves to their intereft,are filent-on the matter,
Few, if any of them, difcover that cordial approbation of our government, or
intereft themfelves in our welfare, with that ardcur which we find in true repub«
licans. Indeed it would-be unreafonable to expe&t it. - Suppofe a confiderable
humber of thefe foreign clergymen fettled in different parts of the union—fup~
pofe them to be' as refpedtable, as men' of their funtion ought to be—and to
“have that influence on the minds of their people, which is neceffary to render
them ufeful—it is eafy, ‘I think, to fec what might be"the confequence to the
ftate. How weak foever t,l‘_ﬁs objeé’tion may appear to fome, it fhows; at leaft,
“that, inf a political view, it is moft eligible-to have a cletgy well affeted to out
government : and the moft probable method of obmnmg fuch, is to promou
learning in our own country.. i !

As tp the method.of fupporting our clergy, it feems to be the moﬁ gcncnl
" opinion, efpecially among thofe formerly called: diffenters, that'it fhotild be by
the free contributions of the people. And indeed no other-mode appears more
eligible, where peopleare generally fenfible of the utility of religion, and dife
pofed to contribute, according to their abilities, fof its fupport. It ought, how-

‘ ever, to be confidered, that in many parts of  America, the people have fearcely
" any idea'of the neceflity and importance of religion; and confequently will not
exert themfelves either to obtain or fupport public teachers. And yet, thefe are
" the people ‘who moft need inftru&ion: What is to be done it this cafe ? Can
nothing, confiftent with juftice and the rights of confcience, he attempted by
“civil” authority, to oblige perfons of this defcription to contribute to the fupport
of religion ? If rehgmn be of that utility: to government, which we have been
endeavourmg to fhow, it will certainly follow, -that eveyy citizen reaps.advan.
tage from it, ina palitical view ; and therefore, _ought to contribute for its
fupport. Nor is there any more mjulhce, in obliging him to this by law, than
in obliging. him to pay a public tax, for the fuppart of governinent :. becaufe
religion is abfolutely neceffary to governnvent ; and waye it not for this, he would
be deprived of thofe benefits, which he enjoys from the focial union. We may,
therefore, venture to affirm, that every-member-of .civil fociety onght, and may
be juftly obliged by. law, to pay fomething for the fupport of religion. Nor will
_there be any jult caufe of complaint, with refpeét to conlcience, provided every
bne be. left at liberty to pay to whatever denomination of the clergy he pleafes:
Wc do not take upon us to aﬁrm, tﬁat fucha law ought to be made jome dif
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Scufties would probably arife, in the execution of it. We only fhow, that fuch
‘a law would have nothing in ‘it unjuft, were it thought expedient. If properly
executed, it would, I think, have at leaft one good effeét ; it would excite peo-
ple to make fome efforts toohtain fixed clergymen among themfelves. It is ea-
4y toforefee, that avarice on the one hand, and contempt of religion on the other,
will rake up many objeRions againt this plan: but as we only jult throw out
the hint, and are far from being fanguine on the matter, we fhall not, at prefent,
take ahy notice of thefe. There is, however, one objeftion, which, with me,
‘bas no fmall weight, and which, no doubt, will opergte frongly with all thofe,
who with well to rejigion. If thelaw propofed, could be fo framed and execpted,
asto afford fupport and encouragement only to the prous, fober, and diligent of
all denominations, it would certainly be of fingular fervice tothe flate: but
the great danger is, that in fome particular inftances, thofe of theoppofite cha-
ralter would probably befupported and encouraged. Could matters be fo ma-
“naged, as to guard againft this, I fhould not hefitate 2 moment to pronounce
fuch a law highly expedient and falutary. This may, perhaps, be difficult; and
could I think it abfolutely impra&ticable, 1 would be one of the Jaft men in
America, 'to propofe, or confent to, a law of this nature. It would be an in-
tolerable hardthip, indeed, to be vbliged to give our money for the maintenange
of idle, ignorant, or vicious ecclefiattics. But however true this may be, if thofe, .
“who fo violéntly” oppofe every ather mode of fupporting religion, but by vo-
Juntary contribution,” would properly confider the fituation of our country,
‘and what vaft numbers there: are’amohg us, who neither do nor will affift in

-ynaintaining the teachers of religion, unlefs they be compelled by law—if, I fay,

they would confider thefe, and many other things, which might be urged, they
‘would not' wholly reprobaté every attempt to encourage religion at the publie
-eharge: Chriftianity is the beft religion in the world. There is no other fowell
wdapted ‘o the genius of a free and independent people, fo favourable .to liber-
gy and the natural rights of men; nor is there any other which fo commodi-
‘dioufly falls in with that form of government, which we have pitched upon,
4he fupreme ‘end and - fole obje&t of which . is the common good. Tyranny and
oppreflion of - évery kind are condemned by its precepts, and utterly repugnant
“to its fpirit. It muft be corrupted, abufed, and perverted, before it can be brought
to fpeak the language of defpotifim, and give countenance to arhitrary nower.
Thereis not a defpotic govérnment on the face of the earth, where it prevails in
any confiderable degree of purity, We oughtnot, therefore, to fpare a little coft
#nd pains to fupportand encourage a religion fo friendly 1o equal government
and laws ; and which fo dire&ly tends to promote the great defigns of the
American revolution. A fufficient ‘number of ufeful paftors might be fup.
ported, with but very little expenfe to the public. Iam norie of thofe, who with
20 heap wealth upon ecclefiaftics, and make them wholly independentof the
‘people.’ This would be highly: impolitic, and the ready way to deftroy th.ir
ufefulnefs, by making them proud, luxurious, indolent, dnd negligent of their
duty. Butthey certainly ought to have what is fufficient to keep them above
shat contempt, which, unhappily, among us, is too often connefted witha cer-
wam degree of homeft poverty. It requires little lefs than the refolution of a
martyr, to undertake the facred employment, where a man has no reafonable
profpe&t of a maintenance for himfelf and his family. When the road to wealth
and honour lies open to gentlemen of aliberal education, in fo many other ways,
we cannot reafonably expel, that many of them will prefer an employment,
from w.uch they can look for little elfe in this world but poverty and contempt.
This is very much the cafe at prefent; and inany perfons feem to expe®, thet
men will facrifice every earthly confideration, to the defire of faving fouls, It
would be well, if they could find a fufficient number of this temper; but as
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rehriftianity vequires nio fuch facrifice, and gives thofe, who preach the gofpel,;n
‘right to live by the gofpel, few, I believe, will think it their duty to relinquith
<hatright, \and engage in a work, at once fo arduous and painful, withoutfome
‘hope of a-.comfortable fubfiftence. If, therefore, we would enjoy thofe advan-
dages which flow from religion, we muft give proper encouragement to its 'mi.
wifters ; and fupport them in fuch a manner that the profpe& of extreme- indi-
gence may not deter them from entering into the.facred affice.- And if our citi-
aens had'a.proper fénfe of the importance of religion, even in a -political view,
#hey would think it no great hardfhip to contribute their ‘part for this purpofe.
‘ (To be contladed, in our next.)
THE FOLLY OF AFFECTATION.
| ‘By'the vew. mr. Jofeph Lathrap, of Springfield, Mafachufeits,

’x “O'THING conduges more'to render a perfon agreeable, than ealy and graceful
"4 "\ manners. That our manners may be-graceful, they muft be natural ; for afti-
wns, that are forced, are fiff and awkward, and thercfore difguftful. The ufe of
eduiation is, not to transform, but to polifl: mature, and to eradicate accidental ill
tiabits. The fame geftures in behaviour, and the fame tone of voice in fpeaking,
-that might be agreeable enough in one perfon, would offend-in another ; becaufe,
‘being’ differently ‘formed, they muft, while théy follow nature, fpeak and a& dif.
.fezently. Affellation is an attempt to be, or appear to be fomething different from
-ourfelves, and to afflume graces, in-our behaviour and converfation, of which we are
.not capable. Itis the fame thing in manners, as hypocrify in religion. It is-a
‘folly chiefly incident to youth; it gemerally wears off, by age and acquain-
“tance with mankind, It is always difgufful, not only as it.is unnatural, but ef-
ipecially as it indicates 2 trifling vanity of mind. Tt ufually takes its rife from -a
fondnefs to imitate fome perfon, that i¢ admired for fupetior accomplithments.. It
-is common!y blind and undifcerning, and adopts the infirmities-and peculiarities
-of the perfon admired, as readily, as his beauties and graces.

Curiatus is & gentleman of rank and fortune. His form is comely, his afpe&
engaging, and his natwral good feafe and lively genius aré much improved, by .a

lite education, and an extenfive knowledge of the world. He can be agreeable

-1n all companies, without defcending to the vices or follies of any.

In converfation, he is always entertaining and inftrutive, never afluming or
loquacious. He ¢an be humorous, without departing from innocence ; and wit-
ty, without ridiculing religion, or afperfing charafters. He never mortifics any

“ in his company, by feeming indifferent to what they fay, nor effends them by di-
re&t contradition ; he rather infimuates, than impofes his fentiments. His lan-
guage is pure and accurate, but not laboured ; his temper is calm, but not un-
fecling ; his behaviour is refpeétfol, but not fawning. Stolidus is 2 youth of fa-
mily and fortune ; but his genius, tafte and education rife not above mediocrity.
‘He is little acquainted with books, lefs with men ; his form is clumfy, and bis
manners fiff ; yet he is intolerably vain ; and ambitious of nothing fo much, as
to be thought a polite geptleman. Curiatus is the admiration of all his acquain.
tances ; and for this reafon Stolidus admires him too, and employs all his atten-
tion to fpeak and a& like him. When he walks, he ftrains every mufcle, to imi-
tate Curlatus’s natural and eafy gait. He cocks his hat in the fame manner, and
elevates it the fame number of degrees. ‘He could fmile or laugh decently e- -
nough, if he would be content to do it naturally ; but affeation has - changed
his laugh into neighing, and his fmiles into grinning. He flabbers his clothes a
dozen times in an evening, by his fruitlefs cfforts to fpit like Curiatus ; and ex-
‘haufts the glands of his mouth, by continual excretions, becaufe Curiatus has a
Rabit of fpitting frequently. When he talks, he ufually makes bad grammar, and
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of an honeft man,”—¢¢ Foxbm- to accufe him. 1f hehave done thus, it was
bccaufe he was compclled to do fo.” I rcly on his  virtues—not on- appm
ances.’

¢ 1 could not byt look on him with furprife and refpe&. ¢ Do you wonder‘
to find common fenfe in a negro > faid he. ¢ Perhaps fo’ here ycu are furroun-
ded by negroes, and no people know them lefs than:you do ‘They tell ne, not-
withftanding, that you decide boldly on the charalter of negro- nations. You
mutt be infatuated : who'ever thought of judging of a man . who is free by a
flave?” - :

¢ Yoy fee, my dear Itanoko, here was a nohle difplay of innocence, frank-
nefs, and ﬁmphcnty The number of my vifits to this youth ferved to confirmi
my effeem’ for him." J faw his judge. He appeared to be mformed of ‘the truth.
T planly yeprefented to him, that this man had committed no crime ; and thatin
eondemning him, he would condemn i innocenge, ¢ What would you have medo "
faid he. ¢ I am preffed by the law : all I can dois to delay the proceedings,
Meanwhn]e, fee his adverfary. Let him defift from the profecution ; and I will
be eager to reftore this unfortunate youth to lxberty * ¢ Who is the profecu:
tor " faid I. ¢ A young man of vitiated manners, anfwcred the )udgc “ but
©of an efteemed family.- It is Theodore de Commem.™ -
- .%¢ You will feel how the name affli&ted me. My refpe&t for Honom, for her
venerable father, increafed my zeal to (pare their family the fhame of :a crime
with which Theodore would ftain it, I vifited him ; faw him often ; p| effed hxm,
But in vain, He-was dgaf to yeafon, ‘humanity, and religion.
© ¢ Thefe obftacles gave further energy to my refolution. I determmed to in-
form Honoria and her fathér of the aét of violence, which: Theodore had com.
mitted, at the hazard of all the uneafinefs which it might caufe them; every
confideration finking, in my. judgment, beforethe fuperior obligation of prevent-
ing a deed of injuttice. I was about to execute this refolve, when chance prc-
fcnted to me another mode whlch feemed to be infallible.”

e ( To be continued. ,!
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Ua_y on the influence of rcltgum in civil fociety. B_y tbe rev. Fhos. Reefe, A. M.
< paflor of ibe prefbyterian church- at Sal:m, in Sautb Carolma —-Wﬂm’lt amw
3 78 5 —Coacluded from page 270, .

' THE squ'l-.m’rn AND LAs‘r Ntmnm.

HAT others think of it, I know not but to me it appears c!earer than

the fun, that we can.never be 3 great, happy, or refpetable pebple, while
tehglon is generally defpifed andnegleGted among us. A general coiruption of
morals, will always be the confequence of a general contempt of religion. The.
more irreligious a. people are, the more vicious ; and the more vicious, gcneraﬂy
fpeaking, the more miferable. Hawever ﬂowly vice may operate, in the end it
brings {ure and inevitable perdition on the body politic. T hear fome of my coun:
trymen bewailing our political faéhons and civil diffenfions ; others lamenting the.
precarious ftate of our trade, the fcarcity of money, -and the weight of our taxes :
but, T confefs, none of all thefe appears to me half.fo alarming as .our rapid pro-
grefs in vice. Fa&ion, tumult, and inteftine commotions, may be compared to
certain acute and vidlent difeafes, which, for a fhort time, cruelly ravage the bu-:
tan frame; yet, where the con(htunon ‘is good, a crifis is frequentiy made, the
diforder thrown off; and the body reftored to its priftine -health and vigours,
but vice, like a dcadly poifon, fometimes flow, but always fure in iss operations
infelts every member of the political body, corrupts the whole mafs, and iffucs
in certaxn defhu&mn. Many, wlo thh wcll to theu' coumry, are gmtly alaﬂm
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ed with the dread of an ariftocracy, and feem to think, that nothing is fo much
to be feared, as the undue influence of a few wealthy and alpirinig gentlemep,
v.‘ho, as they imagine, are eag,u to engrofs all the power into their own hands.
I will riot affirm that we are in no danger from this quarter, Some of our go<
vernmerits naturally tend to ariftocracy : and we cannot bé too careful to guard
againt the encroachments of power, and watch over thofe prmleges which we
have fo dearly purchafed But wruft me, iy dear countrymen, itis not a ‘mat-
tér of mugh moment to'a people funk in vice, what their form of governmen,x
is. None can make them happy. Theré'is a certain poinit of moral corruption,
to which if we oace arr ive, we can no longer exift as a repu‘»l.c. A’ revolution
nuft then of confequence take place, and fome other kind of governmeént, bet:
ter fuited to our circumftances, and the’ fpirit’ of the” people, muft be adopted.
There is a degree of vice, ‘which utterly debafes huinan nature, and renders
shén incapable either to think, or judge, or aét for themfclves. When they coms
ta this, they are prepared for flavery, and it is neceffary, perhaps beft for them,
to have a mafter.” The hxﬁoxy of the moit noted republics thows how vain mutt
be all the efforts of a few virtuoys men, to fuppont a falling Conftitution and pre-
férve the liberties of a natlon, when once that virtue, which is the bifis of free-
dom, and the very foulof a democracy, is no more, When Crfar paffed the Rubi-
00“: he {aw that Rome ‘muft have a mafter—and why not Cz(ar, as well as'ano~
ther? The'virtuous and gallant fpiiit of Brutus could iot bropk this 'maf-
tér. He thought, that, by facrificing the tyrant; he could abolifti the tyranny,
and reftore the republic—but he found himfclf miftaken. The facrifice was not
acceptable to the people. The Roman fpmt was departed ;'and inftead of refum-*
lhg their liberty, the ungratefully rofe up againft their dehverers A fecond tri-
umyirate was formec{ worle than the firkt; and the lords of the world flavifhly
furrendered their h‘acx ties into the hands of 'a boy.” We are furprifed at this}
but it was perhaps the beft thmg they could do, as circumftances then ftood. *
' There'i is, 'therefore, no otner way to preferve our hberty, but by prcfervmg

our virtue, ’
" Whatever fecondary props may rife,

From politics, to build the public peace,

‘The bafis is the manners of the land.

' When rotten thefe, the politician’s wiles

But fruggle with deftrudtion ; as a child

With giants huge ; or gxants wnh a Jove, Youxc.

Suffer me then, my dear countrymen, to addiefs you with all ferioufnefs on

t}us fubject. After havmg difplayed fo' much virtue and valour, in the courfe of
a moft arduous and trying Rruggle—~and at laft, through the fignal interpofition
<f heaven, brought our affairs to fuch a happy iffue—what a reproach will it
be to us, if, by fuffering ourfelves to be effeminated with luxury, and plunged
ih vice,'we tarnifh all that glory, which we have acquived, and lofe the fruits of
fo much blood and treatiire! Would you preferve thofe libertiés, which have
been bought with the blood of thoufands ‘of your brave countrymeén ?—Be vir-
tuous.—Would 3 you rife to that fummit of glory and felicity, which was the end
of your feparation from Great Britain 2—Promote religion ; and endeavour to
flem that torrent of vice, which threatens to break in upon us, and to blaft alf
thofe fanguine hopes, which animated us to do and fuffer fo much in the caufe
of freedom. Let the rich and the great ufe their influence to encourage purity of
morals, and infpire their fellow-citizens with thofe fentiments of religion and
virtue, which are fo abfolutely neceffary to our political welfare. How happy
would it bé for us, if fuch would confider, how much it is in their power, to’
fupprefs vice, and promote the caufe of virtue! Were I permmed to addre(a them
with fweddm, it v«ould be in the followmg frain,

L
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Gentlemen, ' o

" You éwe an immenfe debt to your country.” Providence has placed you in an"
exalted ftation. Your weéalth and rank make you refpeCtable ; your gentle and

‘commanding manners, give an irrefiftible force and charm to your example. In

perfons of your rank, virtue and religion appear in the moft lovely and alluring

forms. As you, of all men, have it moft in your power to {pread the infe&tion

‘of vice, and corrupt the manners of the multitudé: fo none can more’
effeftually recommend piety and virtue, or more fuccefsfully reftrain the li-
céntious @nd profligate.  Only fet” the ‘example—we are ready to follow

you. You are no ftrangers to the inflaence of a court on the morals ofa’
kingdom. What courts are in monarchies, you are in a republic: you

give the tone and tinfture to our manners; and if you be diffolute in

‘your morals, and profligate in your lives, the infe@ion will in time fpread
through all inferior ranks, and corrupt the whole mafs of the people.

Do you profefs yourfelves lovers of your country ?~~Do you defire its prof-

ity 2-—~Do you wifh to fee the the Jaws refpefred and good order preferved ?
—And are you convinced that purity of morals, and confequently religior, is ne-
ceffary for that purpofe !—Lead the way then ; thow us a pattern, that we may
dare to imitate ; and ufe that irifluence and authority which heaven has put into
your hands, fo that you may be ¢ a terror to evil-doers, and a praife to thofe
that do well.” This is the only road to tiue honour and renown ; this is the moft
effeCtual way to advance the glory of your country, to make your names refpéc«
table while you live, and your memory dear to pofterity. ) E
* But I wifh not to confine this addrefs to thofe only of high rank and figure s

it me, therefore, my dear countrymen, to call upon you all, of whatever
rank, charaler, or ftation, to lend your aid ; and by your example #nd influ.
ence, to do your utmoft, for the fuppreflion of vice and the encouragement of vir-
tue. There is none of you in 3 ftation fo low, or circumftances fo obfcure, as to
put it wholly out of your power to contribute, in fome degtee, for this purpofe,
The longer I confider the fubje&t, the more fully I am convinced of the fatal ef.
fe@ts of vice, and the abfolute neceffity of piety and purity of morals, in order
‘to make us a great and happy people : and there is no other way in which you
‘can more effectually promote the profperity of your country, than by the cradtice
of thefe. Do you love your country 2—Do you defire to difcharge the debt you
‘owe to fociety.2—Do you wifh to be happy here, and enjoy eternal felicity here-
after 2—Show your refpe¢t for that religion you profefs ; and endeavour to con-
form your lives to the precepts of chriftianity. “ True religion always en,
“larges the heart, and frengthens the focial tie.” If you be good chiriftians, you'
‘can never fail of being good citizens,

The God of heaven hath favoyred us with many fingular bleffings. He has
given us many advantages, which no other people on the face of the earth have
ever enjoyed ; and if weimprove the(e advantages in a proper manner, we may
foon be the wonder and erivy of the world, But if we forget the kind hand
‘which covered us in the hour of danger, and condufted us through a fea of
troubles, to the calm haven of peace and fecurity—if we abufe the gifts of
providence—turn our liberty to licentioufnefs——and provoke thé yengeance of
heaven by our daring impiety, and fhocking immoralities—what can we expedt,
but that a righteous God will give us up to the fatal confequences of ‘6ur own
vices, and infli& upon ‘us that punifhment which we jultly defeve? Hath'
he fo vifibly and remarkably interpofed in our behalf—wrought fo many deli-
verances for us—and poured out fo many blcflings upon us —and thall we, by
our ingratitude and abufe of his diftinguithing mercies, provoke him to with-
draw them from us, and hold us up to the werld, 2s a monument of what ag
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jmpious and ungrateful people may expc& from his hand ¥ Forbid it, my couna

. trymen | Forbid it, gratitude !—eForbid it, heaven |

THE reader has now my ideas on the fubjeét. They are fubmitted to the
candour of my countrymen.

If it fhould be thought, that, in fome places, the dark fide of thiogs is expof-
¢d, Ican honeftly fay, that, in this, my defign was good. To awaken my fel-
low-citizens to a fenfe of their danger, and thus excite them more carefully to
guard againt it, was my motive ; and, I bope, will be my excufe. Born in
America, the author yields to none, in attachment to his country, of which he
can fay, perhaps with greater fincerity, than father Paul of Venice, ¢fo per-
petsa. He has been the companion of his countrymen in tribulation, has thars
ed in the dangers, and feverely felt the effcéts of a diftrefling war ; and counts
ithis glory and happinefs, to have contributed his part towards bringing for«
ward a revolution unequalled in the annals of the world. Content in obfcurity,
and unambitious of wealth or fame—=if ever he had a fincere with, or breathed
an ardent prayer, it is, that this revolution may be produive of thofe happy
confequences to which it has opened fo fair a profpe&, net only to Ameris
cans, but the whole human race. This hs is fully perfuaded, never will, never
san be the cafe, unlefs piety and virtue be refpe@ed and pra&tifed. And if the
candid and judicious thall only pronounce this, a well-meant, though they fhould
think it a weak attempt to promote thefey and, by confequence, the happinef(s of
his country—he will rek fatisfied, and fubmit to their decifion, with filence and
selpett.

.

| — BB
THOUGHTS ON DIVERSIONS,

" By the rew. Yofeph Lashrop, of Springfield, Maffacufests.
Nimirum fapere eft abjeftis utile nugis ;
Et tempeftivum pueris concedere ludum.
O condemn diverfions in the grofs, is tocontradi&t nature; togive thene
an unlimited lieence, is to confront reafon. The human mind is toq large,
% be fatisfied with mere trifles ; but too weak to bear continual exertion. It
needs feafons of relaxation, as well as the body.

The love of nevelty and variety is a natural and a ufeful paffion. As one
unvaried pofture, or the fame courfe of labour, foon fatigues the body; fo ene
fteady train of thought, an unremitting attention to, and purfuit of the fame ob-
je&, foon tires the mind. As the body feeks reR, by changing its pofture or
manner of exercife, fo the mind feeks refrethment, by fufpending its attention,,
or varying its fubjet. The love of variety an{wers valuable purpofes ; it is a:
ftimulus of invention, a fpring of enterprile, a principle, that leads to many
important difcoverivs. If we were always content in the fame beaten track, we:
aever fhould firike out new- paths.

Diverfions, well chofen, not only afford prefent refrethment to body ands
mind, but contribute to the health and vigour of both, and confequently ine
creafe our happinefs and ufefulnefs.

As we are naturally fond of focnety, focial diverfions will ufually have the
preferenceto any that we can find in folitude. Our little amufements are height-
ened, by tharing them with our friends. There is a fort of natural benevolence,.
which interefts us in the pleafures, as well as the pains of thofe around us.
Po think over a humorous adventure or diverting incident, gives not half fo
great pleafure, as- to rejate it in the circle of our companions. When we have
read abook or poem fo ofien, thatit grows dull to us, we can read it to a com-
panion of our talte and fentiments, with all the ylcafure, which we conceived at
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