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XVI .

REV. JOHN BUNYAN REEVE, A. B., D. D.

Distinguished Presbyterian Divine - Professor of Howard University,

Theological Department.

N Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, lives one of the oldest

and most respectedPresbyterianpreachersin America .

One whose virtues and long life of devotionto the precious

Gospel are known far and wide. A worthy nobleman of

feeling so tender and sympathetic, that while he ever

listens to you with deep and lasting interest, it pains you

to see how keenly a tale of sorrow affects him . He is a

man of largephysique, commanding stature,and impresses

one as a gentleman of strong convictions and earnest

purpose.

He was born October 29, 1831 , at Mattatuck, Suffolk

county, New York . His parents and grandparents had

long lived in that neighborhood, and in this place he had

bishome until he was seventeen years of age. He attended

district schools while young, and worked on a farm .

From 1848 till 1852 or 1853, he lived and worked in the

State of New York, during which time he became a mem

ber of the Shiloh Presbyterianchurch , during the pastorate

of the Rev. J. W. C. Pennington, D. D. His parents were
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Presbyterians, and his mother had early dedicated him to

the ministry . A mother's prayers, personal conviction,

and the pastor's counsel prevailed over him , and in 1853,

after having taught school for a few months at New

Tower, Long Island, and having been received under the

care of the Third Presbytery of New York city, as a candi

date for the Gospel ministry, he entered the preparatory

department of the New York Central College, then at

McGawsville, New York, where he spent one year in the

preparatory and graduated from the college department

in June, 1858. He then entered in September, 1858, the

Union Theological Seminary of New York city, from which

he was graduated in April, 1861 , and the same month

was licensed to preach the Gospel by the Third Presbytery

of New York city, and was then dismissed to the Fourth

Presbytery of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania . June 14, 1861 ,

he was ordained by the latter body and installed pastor

of the Lombard Street Central Presbyterian church , Phila

delphia, where he remained until September, 1871. Then

he resigned his pastorate to accept the invitation of Gen

eral 0. O. Howard, and the appointment of the American

Missionary Association, to organize a theological depart

ment in Howard University, Washington, District of

Columbia and teach therein .

He remained in this work, faithfully serving the institu

tion until June, 1875, when he resigned to accept a recall

to the pastorate in Philadelphia . He was reinstalled

pastor of this church in September, 1875 , where a kind

Providence still permits him to serve .

He has never sought any high honors, and with extreme
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modesty and dignified deportment, he has gone through

life thinking that his “ highest honor was that of having

had Godly parents ; the Rev. Dr. Pennington, when in his

prime, as the pastor and guide of his youth, and the late

Hon. William E. Dodge and the Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. D. ,

then his pastor, and later president of Dartmouth College,

for his patrons when a poor student.” He was made

moderator of the Presbytery of Philadelphia in 1865, and

a commissioner to several assemblies the same year.

His talents being of such a high order, his personal

popularity so well known, and the purity of his life so

marked, that Lincoln University, in Pennsylvania, in 1870,

honored herself in conferring upon him the degree of D. D. .

He is beloved by his congregation, which he has served for

many years, and with whom it is presumed he will end

his labors and go to the haven of rest prepared for the

people of God ; and his lasting influeuce over the lives of

those to whom he has ministered will be as a grateful

incense ascending to God .
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