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PENLM REVIE, 14, §%=Telk abats Floa, ezl £ raurd gtaut er : bl ilic toeears thoresl.  Bak
yo well her bulwarks, consider her paleces ; that ve may tell it o the generadton S lawing.

Driring this Centennial year, an effort i being made to secure & com-
plete history of the diffierent branches of the Charely in our republic.
Many ecclesiastical courts have already taken acHon in this matier.
Oue own Presbytery has appoints] one of its members to weite its his-
tory, and has directed each pastor bo prepare a history of his own con-
gregation.  Amd the members of every congregation ought to be fumdl-
iar with its history.  God's dealings with them will lead them o awoid
former mistakes, to be profited by former failures; and to be inspined
by former victories. The history of the past throws o flood of lighe
upon the presept and the feture.  He whe & familiar with the works
and ways of God in the past & best prepared for present doty, and best
gualified to be the teacler of penerations to come.  The Ol Testament
Church was fuithful, toa commendable degree, in this duty, “The de-
liverance from Egypt, the journey through the wilderness, the condguest
of the promised land, and all the other important evénts in their

"T'ha majer sk for this hisiory have beetigaihiered Brors the Rdliwing founien: The Mitutcs of che
Aveseliie Synid, man@oript a2d prisied; ehe mammeript Mimes afl the Aggaciate Preshyrery of
Chunfen | the manumusipt Minged of the Ualted Prosbyiorias Frshyery of Moosagabela; the
Mtauntes of the Unfied Presbytenas Synod of Fitishesgh ; the Mizuies of the Uinited Preaby wriam
Genaral Asszmbly, asd the ptinony of viag simesses, | have had no opponuslcy o exanining
the Mirgtes of the Asmcciabs Freshytery of Allsgheny.
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national life, were relearsed by each generation of parents in the cars of
their children. This is the duty énjoined in the words 1 have chosn as
my text. The Jews are commanded to make themselves acquainted
with the strength and beauty of Zion, that they may tell these things to
the generation following.

Moved by these things, the command of the Presbytery, the example of
the O1d Testament Church, and the manifest profit which may be gained,
I would take advantage of the fourteenth anniversary of my installation
as your pastor, to present a history of our congregation. [ ask you to
go with me about our congregational Zien, to tell ils towers, to mark
its bulwarks, to consider its palaces, to note its progress, to weigh iis
failures, and to learn its history, that you may tell thess things to the
generations following,

THE AssOCIATE CHURCH oF NORTH AMERICA,

The Amociate Church of North América had its origin in a petition
from certain Scotch and Scotch-Trish emiprants, to the Associate Synod
of Scotland, to send them some ministers, whose views of fmth and
duaky were in accordance with their own. In answer (o this petition,
fwo missionarics were sent to Pennsylvania in 1753, who organized
themselves  inte & Presbytery under the namme of the Asociate
Preshiytery of Pennsylvania.  Afterwards other ministers were senk, and
oo May 2o, 1776, the Presbytery was divided into two, viz.: the
Presbiytery of New York and the Presboytery of Penosylvania, At
this time thers were in [-"l::nﬂ:i]lh';:.ui:l, a few minsters who htlﬂl!gﬂd L
the Reformed Presbyterian or * Covenanter "' Church, A union wns
formed between the Associate and the Beformed Presbyterian Churches,
June 13, 1782, and the united body was called the Associate Fe-
formed Synocd.  However, two minkters of the Asociate Presbiytery
of Peénnsylvania disapproved of this union and continned their old or-
ganization. In conssguence of this union, the Associate Presbytery of
Pennsylvania was reduced to two ministers with their congregations,
viz. & Bev. William Marmhall, of Philadelphia, and Fe. James Clarkson,
of York county, Fa. Chber misssonacies were soon sent over by the
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Synod of Scotland, until the Presbytery was so strengibened that, at
its meeting in Philadelphia; May 3, 1500, it formed itself into a Synod
or court of réeview, designated as the Asociate Synod of North
America, and, consisting of four subordinate Preshyteries, viz.: Cam-
bridge, Philadelphia, Chartiers, and Kentucky. From this time we have
to follow the history of the Presbytery of Chartiers, for to this Presbytery
car congregation belonged doring the first twenty-one years of its exist-
Ence,

According to the direction of Synod, the Asociate Presbytery of
Chartiers met and organized at Canonsbarg, June 23, 8ss;. The
congregations ander its care were Chartiers, Bullalo, Herman's Cresk,
AN Creek, Montour's Run, Beaver, and all the wacancies west of the
Allegheny mountaing, éxcept those within the bounds of the Preshytery
of Kentucky, topether with those. m Virginia, and North and South
Carolina.

‘THE UpGaxizaTioN oF THE CoNGREGATION.

At a mesting of the Presbytery of Chartiers, at Bufalo, Pa., Novem-
beér 4, 18ox; a petition was presented from Pittsburgh and Turtle Creek
far preaching and for the modemation of o call. Tn complinnce with
this petition, Bev. Daniel Mclean was appointed to preside in the clee-
tion of elders at Pitsburgh, November 17, 1801, and to ordain them
amd moderate in a call, November z4,  This appointment was fulfillad,
elders were elected and ordained, and 8 call was made out for Bew.
Ebepezes Henderson.  What elders were elected at this time s aneer-
taip, but it 15 probable that they were James Young, John Aiken,
Thomas May and James Glover, Messms, Aiken, May and Glover
withdrew from the congregation in 1518, on account of some congres
gatiomal troubles, of which we will have occasion to speak hereafter.
Mr. Young continned in the exercise of his office till Thecember 13,
1840, when he died, in the 83d year of his age.

As a congrepation ks organized by the installation of clders, the date
of the arganization of our congregation is November 24, 1821, It was
organized upder the name of the Associate Congrération of Pittsburgh.
There are, 1 believe, but twe older congregations in the city, viz.: The
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First Preshyterian Congregation, whos: place of worship 8 on Wood
street, and the German Reformed Congregation, whose place of wor-
ghip is at the corner of Smithfield street and Sixth avenue.

THE PasToraTE oF BEv, EreNEzEr HENDERSOM.

Ag hag Been said, the call wag made oul for Bev. Ehenezer Hendep-
son. He was the thind son of Rev. Matthew Henderson, Sen,, the pioncer
aof fhe Secession Church in Western Pennsylvania, and the brother
of Rev. Matthew Henderson, Jr., who was for many years the pastor
of the Azsocinte Beformed Congregation in the Forks of the Yough.
He was licensed by the Peesbytéry of Pennsylvania, in New Vork,
Angust 3, £799; and ondained by the Presbytery of Chartiers, at Can-
onsbuirg, June 24, 18co. He scoppred the call frome Pittsburgh,
Turtle Creck and Bethel, Decomber 3o, 18e1; and though there s no
account of his installation, it is probable that it took place in June or
July of the following year. At a meeting of Presbytery, December 135,
1803, Mr. Henderson presented a petition asking for the dissolution of
the pastoral relation, and asigning a5 his reason, #the great discour
agements of his present charge.” At the next mesting of Preshyiery,
his congregations remenstratéd against his removal.  Presbytery took
ng action on these petitions; except to direct his people to increase his
support.  However, at the next meeting of Preshytery, April 13, 1804,
the pastorul relation betwesn Mr;, Henderson and the congregations of
Pittsburgh, Turtle Creck and Bethel was dissolved.

In addition o these FEacts, little is known of this first pastorate. It
wis of short duration, ant]; so far as is koown, all those who sat bensath
the preaching of Mr. Hendemson, have entered into rest.  During his
pastorate, the congregation had no church of their own.  They wor-
shiped inm the Conrt House, as other hotseless congregations were wont
todo. After demitting his pastoral charge, Mr, Henderson was sent as
o missionary to the Carolinas. While fulfilling this appointment e
was taken sick, and at once started for home on horseback.  When he
reached Staunton, Va., be was delicious and too ill to procesd facther ;
gnd there, in n hotel and among strangers, he died, September 17, 1594,



TuE PasToraTe oF Bev, RoreeT Bruce, 1N I,

A call from Pittsburgh, Turtle Cresk and Bethel, for Mr. David
Imbrie, was snstained by Presbytery, Jaly 2, 1805, but for some reason
it was afterwards dropped by the congregations. At a meeting of Pres.
bytery, August 3, 1808, the connection between Pittsburgh, Tartle Creek
and Bethel was dissalved, notwithstanding the remonstrances of Turtle
Creek and Bethel ;. and Pibsborgh and Peter’s Creek were made one
pastoral charge. Mr. Ramsey was appointed to moderate in o call in
these places, and that call was made out for Mr. Fobert Bruce. Mr.
Bruce was born in the parish of Scone, Perthshire, Scotland, February
2o, 1976, Heand Rev, Alexander Ballions, ID. T)., came to this coun-
try at the same time as missionaries from the General Associate Synod
of Scotlend. They had been lcensed by that Synod, in Perth, in 18a6,
and they reached Mew York in December of that year.  For about two
years, Mr. Bruce preached in various placesin Pennsylvania and the
Carolinas.  Af o mecting of Syned in Philadelphis, May 30, 1808,
calls were presented to Mr Brace, from Mt Plegsmapt and Burgetis-
town, from Union, Conemavugh and Indiana, from Dlonegal and Fair-
field, and from Bockland and Guoinston ; bot they were all declined,
At a meeting of the Presbytery of Chartiers, September 13, 1808, calls
were presented to Mr Bruce from Pittsburgh and - Peter's  Creek, from
Ligonier, and from Conemangh, but as he had not yet made up his
mind as to what his duty was, he asked Gl the next meeting of Fresby-
tery to decide.  Ar that meeting of Preshytery, November 2, r8a8,
he accepted the eall from Pitisburgh and Peter's Creck, and at Peter's
Croek, December 14, 1808, he was ordained to the Gospel ministry
and installed pastor of the united charge of Pittsburgh and Peter's
Creck. The sermon was preached by Rev. John Anderson, [ Th,
and the charges to pastor and people were delivered by Rev. Mr.
Alligomn.

On the first Sabbath after his ordination, Mr. Bruce preached from
the text, Acts x, 29 ; ' I ask, therefore, for wlat intent ye have sent for
me 7 He concluded that first sermon with these moving words: < Oh |
Eternul Judge, may these people be my joy aml crown of rejoicing in
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the day when thou makest up thy jewels, and may 1 be as 3 signet en-
graven upon their affections, whikst I minister in thy emple amongst
|:||.|:|1'|.J and HI we shall all apipeir i Hhe MNew ]-u:rLl:q:LEl.u where all affec-
tions center upon thysell.,”  How far this prayer was answered, can be
kaowin only when be and those to whom he ministered shall stand
together bafore the thirome.

While this united charge continned, Mr. Bruce preached iwo-thinds
of the time in Pitesburgh, and one-thind at Peter's Creek.  Ustil the
ineiablation of Mr, Bruce, the congrégation continued to worship in the
Court House § but after his installation, and until their own chureh was
built, they worshiped in the German church, which stoed at the corner
of Smithfield street and Sixth avenve,

The congregation, having now obtained a pastor, ook steps towards
m:l:ll.ﬁl'la a choarch edifice of their own, The ||'.|!r which we el GCCRPY,
was bought ot Sheriff 's sale, and desded, April 14, 1810, by William
Woods, Sheriff of Allegheny county, to John Feating, James Boyle,
Willinm Ralston, William: Bennett and Jomes Young, trustéss, for $550.
The rear half of this Iot was afterwards sold, but it was repurchased by
the congregation when the presént edifice wak erected.  For some reason
the building of the church was delayed: It was not ready for- ocon=
pancy before 813, This first church was a rade and primitive build-
ng-- It was of brick; but its walls were not plastered and its pews
were not painted, There woas no vestibale 3 a pallery extended around
three sides ; the high pulpit was built against the north wall and sup-
poried by squan: posts.  Still the chorch may have compared favorably
with the aother chorches of that time, and of this frontier settlement. At
any rate it was the congregation's Arst ecclesistical home, and the
object of its affections.

About this time there must have been an electen of elders, at
which; it is probabbe, John Boseburgh and John Keating were chosen.
They both remaingd in connection with the congrepation till their
death, Mr. Eosburgh dying July zz, tBys, aged 76 years, and Mr,
Feating in July, 1844+

The congregation of Pitkburgl petitioned Presbytery, April 6, 1813,
to dissolve the connection with Peter's Creek, and to give to it the whole
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of Mr. Bruce's time. This petition was referred to Synod for de-
cision. It was fnally pranted, and Dr. BEamsey was appointed to
preach at Peter's Creek, Tune z; 1813, and declare that congregation
vacant.  From this date, Mr. Broce's whole time was given to Pitts-
burgh.

Ix the: year ©8ul, there were serions difficalties in the congregation,

which interfered somewhat with its prosperity.  These difficultios had
their origin, partly inthe introduction of mew tunes i public worship,
bt especially in the giving out "' of two lines instesd of one in the
ordinance of praise. Al a time when books were 8o scarce that many
were not able to posess & Fsalm book of their awn, and when schoals
were 80 few tlat many were nof able toofewd, it was costomary for ghe
precentor b read ench line before singing it..  In the year referred to,
some members of the congregation thought it better to read two lnes.
Others bitterly opposed the change. Tt seemns to us a small thing to
canse estrangement and enmity anmeng Christinn brethren; but it is a
well established fact, that ssany of the bitterest controversies in the
church have been about matters of mingr importance,  The excite-
ment became so great that the trouble was finally brought (o the notice
of Preshylery. At a mesting of Preshyiery, July 7, 1818, a libel was
preferrcd against Mr. Bruee, charging him ““with tyrannical acts as
Moderator of Session, in refusing to grant & hearing 1o a petition from
certain members of the congregation.’”  This libel wassigned by James
Young, John Keating, John Aiken, John Roscburgh, William Woods
and Thomas May. Preshytery declared this libel, *Not relevant."
From this action, Dr. Anderson, Mr. Ramsey and 3. Allison appeal-
ed ; and the case was brought before Synod at its meeting in Pitts-
burgh, in May, 1819, After.a long dissuslon, Synod issed the case
by ‘adopting the following resolution: * That it is most expedient to
diseniss the affair without passing judgment en the merits of the cass.™

During these troubles, Mr. Bruce preached a sermon on the text,
«+ Reloved, if God 5o loved us, we ought also to love one ansther.” In
that sermon the prencher drew this graphic picture of a congregation
from which brotherly love had departed. 1 direct you to a single
congregation. T shall suppose it Aoorishing, and its prospects still in-
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creasing. I shall suppose the blessing of God resting eminently upon it;
ginners converted, the saints edified and comforted.  This congregation
i nstted with o Blast of l-will ane contEntion R T s mombere. Al
first it touwches slightly a few of the more prominent branches only;
bt i ditele time it diffeseth iteell over the whole, till all & withered and
dead: T that place no praises of Godare heard, no accents frony the tongue
of his servant, the pulpit is forsaken, the pews arc empty.  The Sabhath
returns over God's world, but it & oot bere the day of joy and gladness,
All that pass by clap their hands at thee; they hisi and wag their
heads at the davghter of Jerusalen; saying ¢ *Is this the ity that men
call the perfection of beauty, the joy ol the whole earth 7' ™

But the action of the higher courts did not bring peace 1o the cone
gregation. Some of the members withdrew, and among them thres
ruling ebders; Messrs, Alken, Glover and May, Tn onder to strengthen
the Sestion, & new election of elders was held, which resulted in the
choice of William Woods and William Bell.  MMe. Woeds removed from
the city some years afterwands, and thus severed his connection with
the congregation,  hr. Bell remained till 1848, when Tie withdrew snd
hetped to organize what & sow known as the Second United Prestoy-
terian Church of Allegheny. In this congregation he remained till his
death. -

00 the first Sablmth of July, 1821, the kst sermon was: presched in
the old chuarch, which was then partially torn down and enlarged by
extepding it to the street.  Though a portion of the walls of the old
church was mucdes avaikable i the new oose, et it wis 0 changed that
it may be regarded as entively rebuilt.. “There seems to have  been
some delay in building the new church. It was not ready for occus-
pancy before the Intter part of 1822, perhaps not till the spring of the
following year. The gallery was not finished. il the fall of 83y, for
the pews in the gallecy were first rented Tanuary 1, 828, While this
munl;l. dmn-.h was |]L1i|:di|!|$_. thi r.l}l'lsl\éaul;un wmhil:u:l.'l. i1| thl: Assn-
cigte. Reformed Charch on Sixth aveove, De, M'Elroy, the pastor,
preaching in the moming, and Dr, Bruce prenching in the afternoon.
This church was oocupied by the congregation till 8g1. It was of
brick. and it wes regarded as & fine edifice for the time in which it was
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tuilt, The pulpit was built in a shallow recess in the nerth wall. Tt was
very high and entirely enelosed,; ps pulpits generally were in thup:.dargl
There was w gallery on three sides. There were two long adsbes and two
doors, which opened directly upon the street. On eommunion occasions,
the table was placed in the cross aile in frontof the pulpit, and commu-
micants, to reach the fable, passed down one aisle and up the other. It &
gaid, when the charch was first built, they had to pass through one deor
into the strest and along the pavement and through the other door,
The back pew was afterwards so arranged that communicants could
pass from one nisls to the other, without golog out of the house.

About this time Dr. Broce was thought, by some of his stricter min-
isterial brethren, to show too much fricndship for Christinns of other de-
nominations, I Amd the following resolution in the Minutes of Pres-
bytery; April 3oth, t822 3

< WHeEREAS, It i3 a matter 'of commen fame that Mr, Broce has been
in the habit of wountenancing his congregation in the practbee of wor-
ghiping in conncction with communities of Christians different from
that to which he belonzs, Presbytery therefore cite him to appear. be-
fore them at their next meeting, to give an account of his conduct in
this meatier,"

Bait at the meeting of Synod, which was leld the next montl, the
Presbytery was divided, and that part which was north of the Ohio and
Monongahela rivers, was formed inte a new Preshytery, called the
Preshylery of Allegheny, From this time nntil 1858, our congrogation
wis under the jurlsdiction of the Presbytery of Allegheny. On account
of this division of the  Preshytery, the: complaint against Dr. Bruce
for his liberality seems to have been dropped,

N charter was obtained for the congragation until 1835, It was
then incorporated by the SI.[pi'l.':l:l'H: Court of Pennsylvania; wirder this
name of * The Associnte Congregation of Pittsburgh."!  This charter
was granted at the petition of the following persons: Robert Eroee,
William Bell, Jr., William Woods, John Graham, Alexander George,
Daniel Spear, Thomas Dickson, Joseph Coltart, Robert Moore, James
Hunter, John Herron, Adam Sheriff, John Rea, James Gilchrist,
Samuel Roscburgh, John Chambers, M. F. Irwin, James Liggert, David
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Sles, William Dickey, Samuel George, William M'Gill, John Dickson,
John Whitten and Thomas Hamilton. This charter was amended by
the Court of Common Pleas.of Allegheny county, in 1855, giving the
trogbess pedditional POWEE. Tt was still further amended by the same
Court in 1874, giving the trustess more power, and changing the name
of the conpgregation to *“The First United Presbyterian Charch of
Pittsburgh.”" [Ses Appendiz.]

In £l spring of 1832, John Grabam, John Clambers, BEobert Moore
and Williamy Crowford  were  eloctod ru]'lrlg' olders,  Mesgmrs, Cham-
bers and Moore left the congregation in 1838, at the time of the or-
ganization  of fhe Allegheny congregation, In st congregation
they were elders Gl their death, the former dying in p861, the latter,
in 1855, Mr. Crawford removed from. the city some years after his
election ; and when he returned, b2 connecled himsall with one of the
Allegheny churches, in which be remained till tis death,  Mr, Graham
continued to perform the duties of the office to which he was elected
gl Februsey 11, 1869, when e entered into rest, in the 56t pear of
his age.

In the vear 1838, the Associate Congregation of Allegheny, the
congregation which i vow known as the Second United Presbyterian
Charch of Allegheny, was organized, and De Jomes RKodgers was
transferred front Noblestown to that congregation by Synod, May 2q,
1838,  Many members left the old church o enter the new organiza-
tiom, and among them three mling elders, viz. : William Bell, Jobn
Chambeérs: and Robert Moore:  To sapply the deficiency cansed by
their remeval, an electon of elders was held in Aogost of that year.
which resulied in the choice of Thomas Mitchell, Thomas Dickson,
Tohn Boyidl, John Lowry and Alexander George,  These all, having ob-
tmined o good report through faith, have received their reward.  Abex.
ander George was the frst to be called home., He died April ar,
1830, fn the goth year of his age, It is ceported that De. Bruce said ag
Mr. Georpge's funeral, that this was the st death which had eccnred
in the Sesion of the congregation since the beginning of his pastorate.
Mr. Boyd died August 17, 1855, in the Goth year of lis age, M
Lowry died September 3o, 1863, in the Soth year of his age. Mr.
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Dhckson died Pebroary o6, 1850, in the Both year of his age. Mr,
Mitchell lived to see all the others, who were elected at the same time
with bimself, laid in their graves.  He died April 5, 1871, in fhe 75th
vear of his age.

About the vear 1840, a Babbath School was orgnnized in the congre-
gation. Before this time there had been  Union  Sabbath  Schools,
sometimes in connection with the Asociate BEelormed Congregation,
and sometimes in connection with the Beformed Presbyterian Congre-
gation ; but ever since a scparate school has been maintained,

We are now approaching the end of Dr. Bruce's pastorate.  Anotler
communion season was drawing near in that congregation, to which he
had ministered for almest thirty-cight years. He was not able to attend
any of the preparatory services,for sickness was resting heavily upon him.
The exercises were conducted by Dr. Jomes Brown. On the evening
of that commupion Sablath, June o4, 1846, Dr. Bruce was excused
from further labor, and was called to the marriage supper of the Lamb,
O the fast Sabbath he was able o appear in the pulpit, either one orF
two weeks before his death, he preached in the morning from John xiv,
2: “In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were oot so |
wornld lave told you., T po to prepars a place for you.™  In the after-
noon, he preached from Paaloy exix, g7: 90, bow I love tfhy law !
It is my meditation all the day.” Coubd any texts have been more
appropriate for the final messapes of God's faithful and waiting servant ?

Under the long minitry of Dr. Broce, the congregation enjoyed
standy and substantial prosperity. There were, s we have ssen, oo
casional troubles, which for a Bme mterfered with #s growth and es-
tranged Christian  brethren, but s progress was ever onward. At
first its members must have been few in number, but before the organ-
ization of the Associate f.'-:'mgn,-:guth:ln af .‘ﬂlcuhea'l ¥i in 13_3_3, it5 Ferms
bership had reached gzo. Tt was considerably weakened by this argan-
ization, but at the time of Dr. Brece's death rgo members were report-
ed in ity communion,

In 181y, Dr. Bruce was elected Principal of the Western Tniversity.
He entered upon his duties April 1, (820, and held this office for twenty-
three years, Hethenestablished Doguesne Collegeover which he pressded
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till his death. He was honored with the degree of Doctor of Divinity
by Jeferson College in 1824,  In 1829, he published a volume of
dicourses on varicus points of Christian doctrine and practice.  This
is, I'beligve, the only thing he ever published, except an address deliv-
ered before the Pittsburgh Philosophical Society in 1823,

It would nothe sy, perhaps it would be impossible, toexaggarale the
influence which Dr. Broce exerted on 'our church, on our city, and on
the sureounding country,  There were [ew attractions in this westesn wil-
derness for o man of his talepts and acquirements . Rich and strong
congregations in his native land were asking for his services, but e vol-
unteered, even against the wishes of his parents, to come to the few
sheep of God's pastures, who were scattered through the forests of this
new continent.  Sarely the hand of Providence directed his choice.
When le came, the whole land was before him.  He was led oo our
city, which was then in its infancy, He grew with its growth; and,
togrether with those other miniaterial seevants of God, De. Francis Her-
romk amd D, John Black, he exerted an influence in favor of learning,
merality and Christianity, which has done much in making oot comme
nity what it is.  His influence a5 a minister and pastor was great, but
his infivence 25 a teacher of the young was even greater. For 4 quarter
of 4 eentiury he was the honorsd instouctor of those men who have
occupied kading positions in society,  Ministers in the pulpit, judges
on the bench, bawyers at the bar, teachers at their desks, merchants in
the counting room, have all fet the influence of his instructions, and
have imparted to others the principles they learned from his fips.
Remembering the work le accomplished b edifving stints, in convert-
ing sinmérs, and in instructing the young, we must feel that it is
impossible to overcstimate the influence he exerbed. Etespity alome
can revesl the measure of his suceess, and the greatness of his reward.
When we comsider the 1ife and work of soch o i, ad when we think
of the crown of lifie, which the Heavenly Father has promised to give to
hiz faithiful ones, this petition springs unbidden to our lips, * Let me die
the death of the righteous, and let my kst end be like b
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THE PasTorateE oF BEv. AnRavad Awpensod.

The third pastor of the congregation was REev, Abraham Anderson.
Mr. Anderson was born near Canonsburg, Pa. | was graduated at Jeffer-
aon College in 1842 ; and was licensed as a probationer for the ministry
in the spring of 1846, by the Presbytery of Chartiers. At a meeting of
the Associte E.}-:m'i in Allegheny, Muy 20, 1847, he accepted o call
from the congregation of Pittsburgh, and was ordained and installed as
its pastor in September of that year. His pastorate was short, ks
than two years, but it was swceessful. At the time of his death, the
congregation nombersd 275 members

His last ministerial service was at o communion, which was held in
May, 1845. A few days afterwards, he was proatrated with a fever.
At first his illness was not reganded as serions, but he rapidly grew
worse, until there was no probability of his recovery, Much of the
tiree he was delicions, but even in his delivious moments, he spake
l'l]tu'l.l._!.' of hig work and his Saviour.  When be wps n oy tig]:ll: mind,
he comforted his family, exborted his fricnds to be prepared for death,
repeated the precious promises of the Word, and declared again and
agin the goodness and love of his God.  When the eid drew near; he
thonght in his delitivm that be was standing at the sacramental table,
and addressing communicants, He spake particatardy of the nest pre-
pared for the people of God, and concluded by saying, ¢ This may be
the Tast time we will all meet bere on eacth.  Avise from His table, and
may the blessing of God be with you all.”®  He then amnoupcad Psalm
xxiii to be sung, and scon: after fell asleep, July 27, 1849, imthe ziat
year of his age.

Tue PasvoraTe oF Rev. Haws W. Lee

The next pastor of the conprepation was Rev, Hans W, Lee.  Me,
Lee was Dorn at Cadiz, Ohio, Cetober 2g, 1825: was graduated
at Franklin College in 1844 ; amd was licensed by Muskingum Presby-
tery in June, 1849, In the spring of 1852, he accepted the call from
this -congregation, and was ordained and installed as its pastor in the
summer of the same year.
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In MB.}". FEEI, thres additional elders were -El-El:I.-ErJ.I viz,; Samoel
George, Georpe Kodgers and John Herron.  Mr, Herron left the con-
gregation December 4, 1871, and B bow conpecied with another
branch af the Charch, The other two are the senior members of the
fresent Semion.,

In 18zg1, the old church, inwhich the congregation had worshiped for
thicty vears, wuas torn down, and the present edifce erected. The
basement was entered about Christmas, 1851, but the audience room
was not ready for occupancy till the nexl apring. The total cost of
the house, :i|1|:,:|1DI!III'I¥ ﬁl.miﬂhing, was 811,500, While the chorch was
building; the congregation worshiped in the English Lutheran Church,
which still stancs on the opposite side of the strest.

In 1853, steps were taken by this congrepation, in connection with
the Asociate Congregation of Allegheny. to send o misionary to
India. To do this, it was necessary to raise $600 peT OnAUD.
Ap a special congregational meeting, beld in the church March
t7, of which Thomas Mitchell was chaieman and William Steven-
son, secretary, o commibies was appointed o ascertain bow much
coubd be collected for this purpose, At another congregational mecting,
held the next week, this committes reported subscriptions. amounting o
£319.25. The congregation in Allegheny pledged o similar amount. The
two congregations then drew uwp a petition to Synoed, asking that a
Foreign Mision be established in India. and peomising 1o conteibiate
annually for the support of that mision the sum of fooo. This
petiticn was signed by =amue] George, George Rodgers, John Herron
and John Lowry, on behalf of the Pittsburgh congregation ; and by
James Rodgers. John Alexander, Willinm Bell and John Thompson, on
behalf of the Allegheny congregation.  This petition was presented to
Bynod at its meeting in Fittshurgh, May 1853, and it was resolved 1o
establish o mision in India.  Ten persons were nominated as mission-
aries, among whom wis Mr. Les, and the Board of Foreign Mis-
giona was directed °* to correspond with the nominees and report two
persons 08 missionaries and two alternates for the choice of Synod at
its pext meeting,”  This nomination of Mr, Lee cansed no little ex-
citement in the congregation, and called forth ¥igorons profests ngainst
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the removal of their pastor. However, at the mesting of Synod in
Albany, N. Y., May, 1854, Revs. Mr: Lee and Samuel Collins were
elected misionaries to India,  Bot after hearing from Mr. Lee a state-
ment of the difficulties in his way, Syood released him from the ap-
pointment.  Mr. Collins also declingd the appointment.  Synod then
elected two other missionaries, viz.; Messrs. Andrew Gordon and John
T. Tate. The first of these accepied the appointment, and he is yet
laboring in that distant field. This was the bepinning of that mission
in Indin which is pow undér the care of the United Presbyterian
Ehurch, and which is doing so much for Christ in the Punjaah.

Mr. Lee's health was never vigorous; and he was often laid aside
from active work, Hevisited Cuba and other places in the hope of
regaining his strenpth.  But a8 his health did not improve, he was
compelled to resign his pastoral charge.  His resignation was accepted,
and the relation between hime and the congregation dissolved by Pres-
bytery in the spring of 1855, Soon afterwards ke went to Kansas,
and on his way back to the East, be was taken sick with the typhoid
fever at Crawfordsville, Towa, where he died, October 12, 1855, in the
zoth year of his age.

Under his ministry; though it wis often interrupted by absence and
sickness, the congregation was greatly prospered. At the time of his
settlement there were 275 members. In 1852 there were 369 mem-
bers, AR the tme of his resignation the membeship bad increased
b 454 Mr. Les had a peculiarly warm and impalsive tempernment,
and in social intercourse won his way to the hearts not enly of his own
people, but also of all e met, Asa pastor he was :‘Iilig:rll: and labo-
rious ;a5 o preacher he was earnest and acceptable ; a5 a Christian he
was an example.  His memory s yet fondly cherished by the survivors
of his ministry, and the good report he obtained through fith has not
been forgotten by his friends om earth, or left onrewasded by his
Father in Heaven,
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TeE PastoraTE oF REv. 5 B Reen.

Eew, 5, B, Beed, the fifth paster of the cenpgregation; was bomn in
Huntingdon county, Pa., June 6, t831; was gradugted at Franklin
College in 1853; was licensed by the Presbytery of Philadelphia
May 16, 1336 and was ordained and installed April 2g, 1857,

On May 26, 1858, the onion between e Associate and the Asso-
ciate Beformed Churches was consummeated in this city, and the united
bodly was called ¢ The United Presbyterian Charch of Morth America,”
This union was the resalt of long-continued negotiations, and in answer
to:many prayers.  The anited Church has been prospered beyond the
expectations of its warmest friends. Since the time of this unicn oor
congregation bas been under the care of the Umited Presbyterian
Presbytery of Monongahela, which was constituted at Mansfeld, Pa.,
Kovember 3, 1858, and has been known as the First United Presbyte-
rian Church of Pittsburglh.

In April, 1850.James Reed and Alexander C. Alexander were elected
members of Session, but & few months afterwards they botl withdrew from
the congregation.  Mr, Beed connected himself with the Second Tnited
Preshyterian Church of Pittsburgh, where he is still a member of Session,
Mr. Alexpmder connected himseli with the Fourth United Presbyterian
Church of Allegheny, and remained in conpection with that church
till his death.

Soon after the uniow of the Churches, troubles arose in the conprega-
tion which cecasioned no litthe bitterness. A large minority desired
Mr, Reed's removal, while 2 majority wished him to continue a5 their
pastor. A petition was presented to Presbytery by the minority, April
I, 1850, asking that preaching be sent to them as a mission. This pe-
tition was granted, and public services, conducted by Presbyterial sup-
plies, were held for some months in the hall of the Neptune Fire Com-
pany, on Seventh avenue. At a subsequent meeting of Presbytery, the
minority presented another petition, asking for the dissolution of the
pastoral relation. The majority also presented a paper, complaining
of the conduct of the minority, Influenced by thess troubles, which
seemied to be om the increase, Mr. Beed offersd his resignation. At
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the next mecting of Presbytery, July 11, 1859, resolutions wens present-
ed, which were passed at a congrégational meeting, by a wote of 143 to
6, declaring thelr unwillingness to consent to the dissolution of the
pastoral relation. At first, Presbytery refosed to grant the disolution,
but at Mr. Reed’s carnest request, it was afterwards: granted, and the
pastoral relation dissolved. ‘This action did not, however, ewd the
troukdes, At the next mesting of Preshytery, there was n petition from
the First Church, asking Presbytery to visit the congregation and ad-
just its difficulties. Accordingly a special meeting of 'Prc-.ibjrtﬂ:i.l WS
held in the chureh, August 22, 1820, and the entire day was spent in
religious exercises,  Bub prayers and exhortations seemed to be without
avail. God had his own purposes to accomplish. Commissioners, rep-
:rE-E'ltI:ing ahoat zm_:nhnbﬂm of the First Chuhﬁ'l, .L]hPE:].rEd an the
Aoor of Présboytery, and asked for the organization of & new congrega-
tion, This petition was granted; and De, Gracey and the Session of
the Fourth Church were appainted to organize the Fifth Tnited Tresby-
terian Church of Pittsburgh, which they did October 16, 1359:  This
new congregation made out & call for My, Beed, which was accepted by
him, December =5, and on February 28, 1860, he was imsfalled as i
rsbor, i l;u.i'u:r-elle Hall. The J'xmgreg.;ltic_m m:ln:hipm:]: i this Tkl
till their church, at the corner of Webster and Washington streets, was
ready for occupancy.  Mr. Beed contined pastor of this comgregation
Hll March 31, 1874, when, on account of impaired health he was re-
keasedd,  Since that time he has besn laboring in Evans, Colorudo.

Mr. Beed's pastorate was short and full of troable. 56l the congre-
gation grew under his ministey.  When he took charge of it, £ num-
bered 5o members; at the time of his rsignation its membership was
reported at 461, The troubles of this pastotats were the oecasion of
many heart-burnings, but God ower-ruled them for good.  They re-
sulted in the organization of a mew oomgregation, so Ehat
now there are two strong churches, where  there was only
one before.  And the bitterness, to which these froubles gave rise, has
entirely passed away., The members of the two congregations live
glile by aide in harmony, rejeies in each other's prosperity, and manilest
in all their Intercourse. thit beothesly love which Is the daracteristic
of the family of God,
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THE PRESERT PASTORATE.

In the year 1860 & call was extended o Rev. Jobn B Clark, T T,
and another to RBev. | €. Tooesdake, bt neither of these. calls was
accepted. At a congregational meecting, September 1z, 1861, which
was presided over by Dir. JTames Prestley, o call was made out for your
present pastor, whoe had sapplisd your pulpit during the months of
July and Auwgust.  This call was accepted December 38, 1861, and the
asdination and installation took place April 3, tBGe.

There hove been two elections for elders since: the beginning  of my
pastorate, The first résulted in the choice of Hugh McMaster and
William Clendining, who were installed Cetober 2o, 1864.  The sec-
ond election resulted in the choice-of William Douglas, John B. Herron,
George B, Millar and J. F. McClymends, On February 1, 1872, Mr.
Dongkas was installed, and the others ordained and installed.  These
six, together with the two already mentioned, now constitute the elder-
ship of the congregation.

Ohar refation as pastor and !énpl-e I=s ot been an eventful one.  We
have lived together in barmony., We bave grown in numbers. We
hawe been able to do something for the Master's canse.  Looking back
towirls the prast, nid then I:Lrn'ing tis the 'FIt|:I.1:I'-E. we an *thank Gaod
amd take courape.” A brief synopsis of the work for the past fourteen
years, will give us some idea of the progress: we have made. When I
took charge of the congregation, 170 members were reported, bat it was
discovered afterwards that'a number of these had withdrawn from the
congrepation. Since that time there have been received on profession
of faith, 186, and by certificate, 341, making o toal increase of 527.
Duining the same period thers has been a decrenss by death, dismission
Bre., of 322 leaving the present membership of the congregation 375.
Ditring my pastorate I have baptized 247 infanis ; I lave attended 343
funerals; I have prenched 1408 formal sermons, o406 of them at hooe,
and 552 elsewhere,  During the same period, 370 sermons bave been
preached in our pulpit by my ministertal brethren, Our contributions
fior the Boards of the Church disring the fodrfeen years, amount tor fzo,-
420 the money raised for congregational expensss and for-all purposes
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except the Boards, amounts to £76,081; making the tofal amount raised
by the congregation, Sg6.507. :

TrE Piast YEaAR

According: to my custom, I will, on this anniversary of my settle-

ment, make a brief statement of our history for the past year, At the
beginning of the year we numbered 377 members. During the year
there has besn an increase of nincteen, ten by profession, and nine by
certificate ; during the same time there has been o decrense of twenty-
one ;50 that our present membership 15 375,
. Four of our members have died during the year, “The first of our
number departed this life August 3, afteér a long and lingering iliness,
on Jamsary 3o, in the stilloess of the madnight hour; one of “our
younger members was taken.  In her short and beautiful life and i ber
peaceful death, we had an illustration of the prophet’s words, ** we do
all fade ag a beal™ O the moming of February 14, the third of our
number was taken, in the 72d vear of hisage. Though his death was
s0 unexpected that he was not able to give any dyiog testimony for
Christ, yet we laid him to rest on the hill-top, with full confidence that
he had inherited the blesednes of those o whoodie in the Lopd."  Just
one week after, February a1, the fourth of our nomber was taken, in
the vrat vear of her age, Her sickness was long and sore, but sus-
tained by ber faith in ber cisen Lond, she entersd the valley of the
shadow of death withont fesr,  Theze are the year's departed.  Tlheie
memory s vet fresh.  We have not forgotien their appearance as they
gt in the sanctuary.  Though we are filled with sorrow on account of
their absence, we are cornforeed by the hope that we shall be peroitbed
ko worship with them again “in the swest hy-and-by."

The revenue of the congregation, derived from pew rents, &c., has
been #3,658.18 ; we have raised for the Boards of the Charch, £1,-
gao.o0; the weekly collection for the Session's Fumd, amgunts (o
E410.88; the Sabbath School collsction amounts to $174.88; the
Ladies'" Home Missionary Society has raised Szg48.00; we have ¢ool-
bected for the poor and for miscellancous purposes, f1zb.co. The whole
wenemiil aff J:l'l.ﬂ]bE}'_rJE&l ﬂuri“.g thix yiar 1 35,355-94_
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Our walk about our congregational Zion must now come to an end.
We have traced its history from its organization ; a history which reaches
almost through three-quarters of o century, and of which, even with its
spots and blemishes, we ‘need not be ashamed.  How many reflections
does this history suggest?  Those who founded the congregation, and
labored for it in = eardier years, have all gone, and we inherit the fruit
of their labors.  They did their work well, as its stability bears witness,
Will we do ours aa well?  And even greater things are required of us
than were required of them, for greater opportunities and a wider field
arc ours.  When scventy-fve years more have passed away, will he
who continues the history, speak as lovingly and as highly of us, as
we do of Bruce, and Anderson, and Les, and Young, and Graham,
amd Mitchell, and all the rest who helped to build the walls of
our Zionf o It is foue, they were not perfect.  They made. their mig-
takes, But even in the troubles which have swept through the. con-
gregation’ and interfered  with its growth and prosperity, we may
learn profitable lessoms.  The troubles: gréw up from small beginnings.
They were about matters of minor importance.  Surely there are
enough preat matters to engapge our attention; and let us be on ouor
gunrd, lest we be turned away from these things to thoss little seeds. of
discord which SBatan delights fo sow in the congregations of the
Charch.  And let us be inspired by the suocesses of the past to win
even greater swecesses in o the fubure.  May our congregation be a
greater power for good than it ever has been ! May its future pastors
be more successful than those who have preceded them!  May its liber-
ality, and its devotion, and its faith, and its holiness, and its love, ever
go on towards perfection! May thousands and tens of thomsands,
rise up in coming years to bless it s their spintual birth-place and
home !

Pray chat oy Slow's peace endwere,
Far &ll 1hat love ehee, (Gred will Bleas;
Peice dwdll within thy walli sccuns,
Aad jay whhin thy palaces,

Far smbe of fricods sl kindmal desr,
My hepm's desire &, peace 0 thee |

And for'the House of God, my prayer
Shall seek thy peod centinaaliy.



APPENDIX,

CHARTER OF THE ASSOCTATE CONGREGATION OF PITTS-
BURGH, GRANTED BY THE SUPREME COURT OF
FERNSYLVANTA, SEFTEMEBER 0, 1831,

Ths members of Y e Assosiofs Choygregofion of the sify of Pitfaburgd, ™
connty el Allegheny, and State of Ponnevlvanio, and chtizone of ths snme,
have associsted for religions parposes, nod ore desirous to soquine nnd enjoy
the poward and immonites of a corporation oF body polltle fn law, and hava
therefore cansed to bo prepared this inddroment in writing, specifying  the
abijocts, articie, condltlons and eseon under which they have sssociated; nnd
do now exhibit the same to Ssmael Donglaes, Esg, Altorney General of the
Commonwanlth of Penneylvania, 1_'-""',""""|'.". thiat T may pernss and nxamine the
anid inslrument, and endorae thereon kis opinion, and transmid §8 o the Judges
of the Enprema Court, o ordes that all shings wectssary may b donn to in-
corporste the saild cengrogution, aceanding to the provisbons of the Acts of the
GHomoral Azsiomibly of the Commanweaalth of Pennsylvania, in snch case mado
aml provided,

Apticle I, Be it concied by the members of the Associnte Congregation of
the city of Pittsburgh, met at the meeting honse on thisseventeenth day of Sap-
temb=r, Anne Densind 15831, That thern: ahall be & stated smesting helld of the
meemmbers of the congregntion on tho third Tuesday |:|F..l|.]'|ri'l, im pach sl evary
jear, al which time thers sliall ke epoven members of mid congregiion
elecicd 1o serve a5 o Board of Trustees for one yenr, whose doty it shall be to
meterl toall the tenmporal coneerne belonging o the congragation,

dArficks If. T it forther cnocted that, at the annunl mecting, there shall e
thren membars chosen s Anditors, 1o setile the aeeonnta of the Trosiees, and
repurk the same fo the congregntion.

Artiete I, Bo it furthor enacted that s majorily of the Tristons ahall
have the power to call n special mecting, or mectings, of the congregation, of
which due sotles shall be giw;.rtlll;ntlr.g tha chjees of the camsg, from the pﬂlp"l
ar clerk’s desk, the Babbath preceding.

Axticle TV, o it Torther enneted that the Trastoos shall not have the
power bo purchas or sell any réal eatels whatevor comneotsd with this son-
gregation, withowt the eonsent of o mnjority of the members met st two
sovern] congeegational moetings, of which dus noties skall e given from the
pulgit ot cleck's deak, the Babbsth preceding.

Article V., Beit omactod that all sublects in CoOn{TOVeray shell he decided
by o majority of the memboers prassnt st ench and every mesting,
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Artisle V1. Beit farther enncded that the pews in this chiareh shall be hald
sljoct te paok yearly, half waarly or quarter pearly rent of neesssmont & thi
Trusiess may, from time o time, presoribe.

Artlele FIL Ba it further enacted (et the mat of pows and alitings shall
b dut nud paysble on the serond Tuesisys of January, April; July and Oe-
taber, in eseh and evoey veos,

Artiafe FIIT, To it further cnacted thet whopevrer ANF [ETEcD holding A
pew or sitting slall cofuse or negleot 6 poy Ehe rent dws upon the sou fwo
sncceeding quarters, the Trustees sholl Bave full power to rent such pew ar
gitting, Bolding the delinguent reepongible for the arrears ten dos,

Avticle TX. Bao it forther enaeted that pone of these By-Taws shall be al-
el o repended; exospt 5t be ot o stated mecting of the members of the oo
grogatlon, aftor notles of sach Intonded alisration or ropeal ehall have ben
given akt o previons meseting.

Artiate X, Bo it further enaoted that sl foemer By-Lawe and meclations
of this pongregution are heroby ropealod.

FIEST AMENDMENT.

The Fourth Acticle of this Oharter wies pmembead by the Coart of Commen
Flons of .Mlng-hunj connty, Jananry 20, 1866, to road ar foilows

Avtiole IF.  Ba it ferthor snneted that the Trustess shiall not have the pawer
L 'Fnlmhnln, gl or mortgage nny el estate whatevor connected with or be-
longing &0 this congregation, without s consent, %o,

SECOND AMENDAMENT,

Thr Chortor was -g;:lin amnnded by the Coart of Common Flons of Alles
gheny county,  une 6, 1674, aa follows;

1. Tho namee of spid - corporation sholl e @ The Fiesd Urited Presbylerian
hicrek of Piltewregh,

2. Artiele Sieth shnll be amended se ns to rond as follows, vie:  Tho pews
mnd gitdings in the churah shall be Leld subjest and lable to sush resonanblo
ront, durs and pssessments, payable im suoch monner nnd st such times as the
Beoard of Trisatess alall, feam tene to thme, fx, sssoee and detarneine,

8. Article Sseendh shall be nmended =0 as o rend os follows, viz: The
Eoard of Trstees slall have powar 40 olact from thelir pumber o Frosilent,
Bueredary nnd Treaswrer ; to 81 vacancios in anbd Bowrd and snid oftices, whick
may hoppen by desth, resignation or otherwise; to appoint, if dormnd Bope-
anry, bxoe person other than o membor of the Board, collector of the revenas
af tha [:-u:lrpm-l.tiun, or to pesigm snid duty to the Tressirer. Tho Treasurer
and colleotor ghall hobd gid offiees during the pleasurs of the Boand,
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