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must be adventurous men, who for the accomplishment of a

great good, would be willing to run some risk. But the

prospect Of success is such as to encourage the attempt, and

fully to justify it. He advises that one should look at the

map of Florida, and see what a range of influence might be

established if the enterprise should succeed. A seminary

of learning of high character, would draw multitudes from

the West India Islands, especially from Cuba, which is to be

a great country. It would also have connexion with Mexi-

co, and all the Spanish part of North America. In progress

of time, a Seminary might be got up there, to prepare Mis-

sionaries for the new Southern Republics. In a word, he

says, that the opportunity is one of the fairest in the world

for extensive good, and that it may be now seized and em-

ployed by the Presbyterians, if they will.

He prays, therefore, that at least one good man may be

sent. We have nobody to send. The country around us

will absorb all that we can raise for many years. I hope,

then, that in your large number, you can find some to whom
you can commit the execution of this project. G
says the health of the climate is far before South Carolina or

Georgia. Where he lives the face of the country is much

like Albemarle, or the middle region of Virginia.

Mrs. Rice unites with me in most affectionate regards to

you, Mrs. A., and all the family.

Truly yours,

Jno. H. Rice.

TO MRS. JANE I. WHITE.

Union Theological Seminary, Feb. 13th, 1828,

My Dear Jane,

I have a thousand times purposed to write to you, since

your marriage ; but have never yet seen the time when I

could fulfil my intentions. It was needless for me just to

drop you a line assuring you of my love ; for of this you

know you have a large share. I wished to write something
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that might be profitable to you in the very important rela-

tion which you now sustain. But delay never makes any

thing easier; and, at present, I can only send you a hasty

scratch instead of a letter.

I regard you and Mr. White with peculiar interest. You

are one of my children, and he one of my students, and I

cannot but wish that you both may be very happy and very

useful.

The first step in the accomplishment of these wrishes is,

that you should be very holy. The former is impossible

without the latter. But according to the appointment of

God, it is impossible to be very holy without the diligent

use of the means appointed by the source of all holiness.

Reliance on grace without employing means, is presump-

tion ; with them, it is faith. I cannot, however, enlarge on

this subject; for it is not my intention to give you a sermon

instead of a letter.

I am a minister, and have had a wife a long time. I feel,

therefore, as though I could give some advice worthy of

your attention as the wife of a preacher. Hear me, then,

my daughter, and consider what I say as a token of parental

affection. I have no object in view but your happiness and

usefulness.

h The life of a minister is the life of a student. His

labours are the labours of a student. Now, nothing so ex-

hausts the spirits of man, or is so apt to produce des-

pondency, as this manner of living. And it is in the highest

degree important, that he should have a companion blessed

with a strong flow of cheerfulness, mingled with piety, to

keep him up, or raise his mind when it is flagging or des-

pondent. I could, therefore, most earnestly recommend to

you the cultivation of a cheerful spirit. It is your part

never to despond; but to keep your mind buoyant and alert,

always relying on a gracious Providence, and cherishing a

good hope of the success of the cause of Christ.

2. A minister has often to deal with much waywardness,
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and encounter much opposition. And it is hard for him not

to contract, in these circumstances, some sourness or severity

of temper. Yet nothing can win its way to the heart, and

subdue it, but love; and it is your business continually to

pour this softening influence into the heart of your husband,

and make him as kind and tender as a woman's when sub-

dued by divine grace. It will be very much, then, for the

good of your husband, as well as for your own happiness, to

cultivate a very affectionate, conciliating, winning temper and

manner—carefully avoiding all censoriousness, suspicion,

and uncharitable judging of others.

3. Many ministers' wives destroy their influence entirely

by seeming to think that they have also a sort of official cha-

racter, which gives them authority to dictate, prescribe, re-

commend, or oppose measures to be adopted in the congrega-

tion. The opposite course of conduct to this, is that of

meek, gentle, and affectionate insinuation.

4. Many an hour of precious time is lost by the minister

from his study and his closet, in consequence of the wife re-

quiring the husband to pay attention to her; talk small talk,

or listen to it. But a minister's wife ought to remember that

she is, in a certain sense, identified with her husband, and

that a great deal of the respect and attention she desires to

have, depends on its being thought that her husband is a grow-

ing man. She ought therefore to aid him in study for her

own sake, as well as from motives of a higher and purer

character. -

5. If a woman is prudent, judicious, and refined in her

taste, yet gentle and meek, she will do more than any other

person can do, to correct bad habits of a certain kind, or

to prevent their being formed. Thus she may correct strik-

ing and offensive mannerisms, or improprieties in word or

gesture ; tediousness in prayer, or in preaching, &c. I have

often heard it asked of a preacher's wife—" why don't she

tell her husband about his long prayers ?" And the remark

has been made many a time

—

44 that woman can't be much,
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or her husband would not have such rough and uncouth

manners."

I would say much more, but time and paper would fail.

I do not say these things because I suppose you particularly

need them ; but because I wanted to give you some token of

fatherly affection. And I add as a final remark, that a heart

entirely filled with the love of God, and into which the Spi-

rit is fully breathed, will teach you better than any thing else

;

because you will then, in every case, feel how you ought to

act.

Mrs. Rice loves you as I do ; and I know she joins in the

earnest prayer that in your present relation you may fully

discharge every duty, be a blessing to your husband, and a

faithful servant of the Lord.

Bless you, my daughter.

Yours truly,

John H. Rice.

TO THE REV. ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER, D. D.

Union Seminary, March 4th, 1828.

My Dear Sir,

I am very much obliged to you for your kind and prompt

attention to the case of my friends in Florida ; and I hope

that I have a heart to rejoice in the prospect of good to be

done in that desolate region. I am delighted with the ac-

count which you give of Mr. Cox. As far as I can see, he

is just the very man for the place. I write by this mail to

Col. G- , and shall direct him forthwith to communicate

with you on this subject, and point out the way by which

Mr. C. may get to this theatre of labour. The gentlemen,

I have no doubt, will be liberal. Whether it will be best to

get aid from the Home Missionary Society for the present,

will depend on circumstances yet to be learned. If Mr. C.

should be unwilling to hold himself in suspense long enough
for G- to receive my letter, and send one to Princeton, I
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