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TO THE PRESIDENT, DIRECTORS, AND MEMBERS OF THE
YOUNG MEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF RICHMOND.

Foung Gentlemen,

The organization of your Society, and thezeal with
which 1ts ohjects are prosecuted, have afforded and do still
afford me very high gratification. It is auspicious when the
young voluntarily step forward and offer their first fruits on
the altar of the God of their fathers; it is delightful to see
their early ardour Kindled by divine love, and their activity

directed by christian benevolence. As a token of my appro-
bation and esteem, I present to you, and through you to my
young countrymen, the following Sermon. It was delivered,
by appointinent of the Board of Missions, of the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, on the
24th of May, 1819; aml, at your request, is now published,
with some small additions, in the hope that it may subserve
the designs of your society., May every reader be roused to
employ his instrumentality in promoting that cause, with
which the best present and future intercsts of man are con-
nected.

It is my prayer that the Young Men’s Missionary Society
may be extensively usctul; and that the richest blessings of
heaven may be bestowed on all its members.

J. H. RICK,

Riclonond, 16th June, 18189,




MISSIONARY SERMON.

ow then shall they call on him . whom they have not be-
fieved? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have
not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?
' RoMm. x. 14,

It seems to be the object of the apostle, in these words, to
justify, before his kindred after the flesh, his zeal in preach-
ing the gospel to the gentiles. No man was ever maore alive
to the charities of life, than ’aul. In the preceding chapter,
e had delivered a doctrine, which he knew would be offen-
sive to the prejudices of his brethren the Jews; and he seizes
the first opportunity of declaring his tender concern for them.
‘¢« Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is,
that they might be saved.” Kindness, and a desire to con-
ciliate, are farther manifested by his testimony concerning
their zeal for God. And he takes occasion, when mention-
ing the defect in this zeal and the ignorance in wlich it ori-
ginated, to point out the only way ot salvation, submission
to the rightecusness ef God, or faith in Jesus Christ—
¢ For, if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath ratsed him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”” This way of lite is
open to all; ¢ For there is no difference between the Jew and
the Greek; for the same Lord over all, is rich unto all that
call upon him; for whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.,” 'T'he words of the text immediately
{follow, How then shall they call on him in whom they have
not Lelieved, &e.  As though he had said, ¢ It this be so; if
God hath put put no difference between Jew and Gentile, but
makces them alike partakers of his grace, shall we not pro-
clann the gospel 1o all; shall we not preach among the Gen-
tites the unsearchable riches of Clivist?  And this especially,

since we know that ¢ faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
hy the word of God.™  But Low can they hear without a




b

preacher! How shall the glad tidings of great joy be pro-
claimed without a her«ld?” The labours of the apostles, then,
in evangelizing the gentiles, are fully justified. Nay, it scems
to be a duty, fiom which there is no disp'ensatiun, to com-
municate the blessings of the gospel to the destitute. But
how shall they preach except they be sent? Either mediately
or immediatelv, men must be commissioned and authorized to
go forth and preach the gospel of peace, and carry the glad

tidings of good things. But the sending forth of messengers
to carry the gospel of God’s grace, implivs raising and train-
ing them for that work, and provision for their support, as
well as authorny to teach, It implies then the co-operation
of many hands; the union of various counscls. We may, there-
fore, lay it down as a general doctrine,

THAT GOD HAS APPOINTED THAT THE GOSPEL OF JESUS
CHRIST SLOULD BE PROPAGATED BY HUMAN INSTRUMZEN-
TALITY.

T'he mission of the apostles, and the cffects of their minis-
try afford a verification of the doctrine.  Before Jesus Christ
fett the world, he mstituted the gospel ministry; and in giving
the commission, he most clearly intimated his purpose that
the office should be perpetual. ¢« Lo! T am with you alway
¢ven unto the emd of the world.” In obedience to the com-
mand of their master, the first preachers, went among ‘he
nations wnd piroclaimed the doctrines with which they had
been Furnished,

There is an incident mentioned in the history of Paul’s
conversion which may afford a remarkable tlustration of the
truth under consideration, It scemed necessary, or at least
expedient, that a miracle should be employed to preparve that
chosen vessel for its destined oflice. But the whole work of
preparation was not accomplished by mivacle.  Human in-
stramentality was employed.  Anantas was sent to tell Paul
what he ought to do. Thus does God illustrate his purpose
ol promoting the designs of his mercy i the world.
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The apostles, in conformity to this plan, in every place
where they planted churches, ordained ministers of the gos-
pel to be em ployed in cdifying believers, instructing the ig-
pnorant, and turning sinners {from darkness to light and from
the power of Satan fo (xod.

Butit is worth while to observe that in the primitive church,
there was a general activity in promoting the cause of truth
and righteousness. 'L'here were apostles, prophets, teachers,
helps, and governments, as well as miracles and diversities
of tongues; there were deacons and deaconesses; men who
made it their business and counted it their privilege to afford
sustenance and lodging to the ministers, and women who la-
boured with the apostles in the gospel.  All were alert and
zealous; were ready to forego any gratilication, to make any
sacrifice, if only they might thus sustain and advance the in-
terests of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 'The love of Christ con-
strained them—'They had felt his saving power, had been
made to rejoice in the privileges of the sons of God, and they
were desirous that others might obtain a like precious faith.
How numerous soever the triumphs of the cross, they secemed
to think nothing accomplished until the temples of idols should
be overthrown, the dark and defiling superstitions of heathen-
ism abolished; and the light and life of the gospel universally
diffused. As long as this spirit lasted, the cause was suc-
cessiul, the servants of the great captain of salvation went
on from victory to victory, every day achieving new con-
quests.  When their zeal flagged, and the'r spurit became
secularized, the limits of the church were narrowed, and at
length a paganized form of christianity became prevalent. A
few faithiul witnesses, however, through the lapse of ages
testified the truth; and light was made to shine in a dark

place, until it pleased God to raise up men endowed with the

spirit of primitive christianity. Human instrumentality was
again employed to scatter the thick palpable darkness that
hovered over the world,  Luther and Zuinglius, and Me-
lancthon, and Calvin, and Cranmer, and Knox, were used to
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promote the high and holy purposes of God respecting hig
¢hurch and people. From that time until our own day, we
have had a perpectual illustration of the truth before us. But
the period in which we live is not the least remarkable in the
annals of the church. The force of the human mind has been
employed in this age against the gospel of Christ. Learn-
ing, and science, and wit, and buffoonery, liave tried their ut-
most. 'There was a time when through the weakness of our
faith we were alarmed. ‘I'he church seemed to be threatened
with overthrow. The enemy conceived the most sanguine
hopes, and it was often predicted that the nineteenth century
would witness the extinction of the name of Christ. But
God spake the word, and Missionary Societies, Bible So-
cieties, Tract Societies, Sabbath Schools started up like new
suns, to pour their light through the immense darkness of
the moral world—And in about a quarter of a century,
through this instrumentality, the horizon seems to brighten
with the dawning light of the Millennial glory. A careful
review of this whole period will convince the observer, not
only that the purposes of God are carried on in the manner sta-
ted in the doctrine, but that the whole process is precisely such
as to ensure to (God all the glory.—¢¢ lle hath committed this
treasure to earthen vesseis that the exceliency of the power
may be of God and not of us”—And let him have what is so
justly his due! ¢ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto
thy name be the glory.” Yes, brethren, even while we so-
journ in this vale of tears, when the light of God’s word
throws its genial influences around us, and the messages of
heavenly mercy sound in our ears, and the blessed hopes of
the gospel cheer our hearts, and the prospects of eternity
open before us, we will in our humble and imperfect manner
attempt, at least, to sing the song of heaven, and repeat,
¢ Glory and honour and dominion and praise and power be
unto him who hath visited man with his salvation,” [tis

enough for us that God has condescended to redeem us and
employ us i his service—Aud this leads us to observe,



TI'HAT THE APPOINTMENT UNDER CONSIDERATION CON-
FERS THE HIGHEST HONOUR ON MAN.

Under a differént constitution, God would sustain the va-
rious rclations of Creator, sovereign, preserver, constant be-
nefactor, and iedeemer. But here is a new relationship con-
stituted between mcn and his maker. God is so good as to
employ us in his service; to use us for the promotion of his
glory. Those employed hy great men and nobles, by kings
and emperors, think themselves honoured by the employment;
and use language indicating a high senge of dignity and impor-
tance. Buteverychristian, whatever hisspherein life, and how-
ever humble his condition, when using his instrumentality in
promoting the gospel, isengaged inthe scrvice of the king cter-
nal, immortal and invisible, of him who was, and s, and is to
come, the Lord Almighty. If the ordinary version of the pas-
sage is correct, they are ¢ workers together with God.”” The
head of the church and its members are in n..y alliance, car-
rying on a warfare against the powers of darkness; pulling
down the strong holds of sin; and setting the captives at [i-
berty. But however this may be, 7= far as we are heartily
engaged in this work, our purposes are coincident with the
will of God, and our cflorts with his designs and works of
mercy in this world.  And this i1s honour encugh for mertal
man; it is honour enough for the immortal spivits that sur-
round the throne. This appointment of the Almighty then
invests man with new dignity; throws around him a glory
to which, on any other terms, it would be presumptuous to as-
pire—and, what may well excite our admiration, at the same
time fills him with the profoundest humility. It is amazing,
that He, who must humble himself to behold the things that
are done in heaven, should condescend to employ the instru-
mentality of poor fallen rnan to promote his glory. The very
rebel who had dishonoured hLis God, and violated his law; the
traitor to high heaven, 1s pardoned, and redeemed, and used
for purposes which would confer huonour on the most glorious
scraph that bends and adores, and loves in full vision of eter-
nal zlory. Again,

B




10

£1UI8 APPOINTMENT ORIGINATES NEW KRELATIONS, BE-
TWEEN MAN AXND MAV, LAYS THE FOUNDATION OF NEW DV-
TIES, AND AFFORDS NEW FACILITIES OF OBTAINING HAPPI-
N LSS,

If it is incorrect to say that we are workers together with
God, 1t is doubtless just to say that we are fellow workmen
ctnployed by God. And here is a relationship which, on a
different system, could not have subsisted. It is owing to this,
that to the varvious termsof countryman, neighbour, friend,
tather. child, &c. which express relation, and are associated
with the Kindly and generous affections of the lieart, we can
add such as, brethren in e ministry of the gospel, pastor and
the flock committed o his charze, father and son in the failh,

and othiers of similar import. Now in the minds of christians
these terms express relations most near and dear, and are as-
sociated with some of the tenderest, most generous. and lotty
altections with which the heart of man can be dilated.  What

holier term expresses any ticol nature, than the ordinary com-
pellation by which ministers address each other? Brethren in
the gospel of our Lord! It is a relation founded on umon to
Christ, and implics a friendship cemented by s blood, It
expresses a community of purposes and designs and labours
and sorrows and hopes andfears and joys, which scarcely
any other phrase in the whole compass of human language
can express. 1 can scarcely trust myselt’ to speak on that
connection, which subsists between a pastor and his peo-
ple. In its varvious departinents, it scems to mvolve the
dearness and tenderness of almost all other refations. The
ared are as Lathers and mothers, coevals as brethren and
And the af-

feetion 18 so pure. so generous, so powerlul, and affords a

sisters, and the young as sons and daughters,

pleasure so exalted, that all pastors who possess the spirvit of
their station, and afl pe-ple who Know their privileges, may
woll unile i thankhimyg God that he has been pleased to ap-

point this methow af ocoplishing the parposes of his mercy.
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This subject is one of great extent. It comprehends all the
united efforts that are made to promote troue religion. And
in this age, we can contemplate it to great advantage., ‘The
preacher well remembers what affections were called into ex-
ercise, what a solemn holy pleasure pervaded the whole as-
sembly and thrilled through every bosom, when the constitu-
tion of the American Bible Society was adopted. Every re-
collection of this time and this event recals the same feelings,
gives the same dilation to the | :art, the same mighty swell
to the affections,  One of the sources of this pleasure was the
1dea, that by that act,the piousand benevolent of everv name in
our country were associated with the pious and benevolent in
every nation and Kindred and tribe, in the most glorious de-
sign of benevolence that has done honour to the church and
afforded blessings to the race of man, since the day when the
apostles went forth to makedisciples of all nations. Who does
not feel that all who are devoted to this cause, are umted by
a new relationship, are hound together by a new bond of love:

Tlicse remarks, in the spirvit of them, apply to the Missiona-
ry cause. Kor althongh no other institution so indentifies
christian interests, and produces such perfeet unity both of
design and of means, as the Bible Society; yet the grand ob-
ject of all Missionary Socicties is the same, to glority God
and save sinners; to produce the consummation so devoutly
to be wished, the reign of Jesus our Redeemer, ¢ from sea to
sc. and from the river to the ends of the carth.” The Mis-
sionary who traverses the wilds of Africa, and is instrumen-
tal in moulding thosc coarsest harshest clods of nature the
Hottentot and the Bosjeman, into menbearing on their souls
the image ol thetr creator—and he, who raises the ejected
and degraded Hindoo to communion with the church of the
living God—and hey who waves the triumphant standard of
the cross over the demolished teimples of Otaheite—and he, who
travels through the half subdued wilderness of our own country
and builds up the waste places of Zion, all are impelled by
the same spirity, and are going forth to the accomplishment of
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the same design. Various other associations of christian
charity afford apt illustrations of our subject, such as Religi-
ous Tract, Education, and Sabbath School Societies. All of
which serve to show that the appointment of heaven under
consideration, may be i"egarded as 32 centre from which: are
diffgsed a thousand influences of love, from which are drawn
out a thousand cords to bind in pure, fervent, brotherly affec-
tion the children of men.

These remarks will apply with peculiar propriety to an
association recently erganized in the City of Richmond: I
mean the Young Men’s Missionary Society. Here is a new
relation instituted, whicl, it is hoped, will unite in indissolu-
ble frwn{hlup. many youth of the metropolis and the sur-
rounding country. The bringing of christian benevolence
and christian beneficence into the circle of youthful associa-
tions, will diffuse throngh them all a pleasure allied to that of
heaven. [Every true lover of Lis country must rcjoice to see
her young men sanctifying themselves for services so holy, so
eminently salutary. When the young unite to procure for
thenmiselves the transient gratifications of sense, and are run-
ning a course of unrestrained self-itndulgence, the patriot
moutns and bodes future evil to the land he loves: but when
they combine their zeal, their ardour, and thetr resources for
the promotion of truth, and sound morals, and genuine picty,
anii ina word the best interests of the Life that now 1s and of
thit which is to come, we cannot but favour their designs, and

antioipate the happiest results. They are the hope of the
Conti' iy and the ehiaeeh, for the succeeding age; and by these
pledges they warrant the expectation that they will run a ca-
peer ol true honour, will be a solace and glory to their aged
porents, ornatents of soc’ ty, and pillars in the church of
the Hiving God.—"T'hey s give us the assurance that they
will never be nuisances and plagues in the commumty.  He,
wlho in youth forms the habit of couceiving and cxecuting
purposes of utility and benevolence, presents an object in the
highest degree interesting and amiable, and chears us with
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the hope of maturity in all that is good, and.uscful and hon.
ourable in man.—Go on, beloved youth! in this most worthy
design. Good men, and good angels are deeply interested in
your success; and the good and gracious God, who has con-
lescended to employ human instrumentality in promoting his
gieat scheme of mercy, favours your cfforts. Be not weary
in well doing, for in due season you shall reap if you faint
not.—But Jet me remind you, that this your benevolence fo
others, atfords fo you no dispensation for not accepting the gos- -
pel of Jesus Christ, A generous supply of food to the starv-
ing poor would not sustzin your own bodies—so the sending
of the gifts of heavenly mercy to others, will not supply the
wants of your own souls. Religion is a personal affair; each
one of you in particular must apply to the Saviour. Regard
the exhortation of a friend; and now, in this accepted time,
this day of salvation, repent of your sins, and belicve in the
Lord Jesus Churist.

But this appointment of heaven not only establishes new rela-
tions, but originates new duties, and affords new facilities of ob-
taining hoppiness.

To men whose hearts are devoted to the world, it may seem
strange to affirm, that duty affords facilities for happiness.
We are sure liowever that the remark is just. '1The tempora-
ry enjoyments afforded by indulgence of the passions, de-
serve not the namne of happiness. They are evanescent as the
vapour that flits across theevening sky, and is gone. No gra-
tifications merit the name, that will not bear reflection; none
that we cannot survey in retrospect with approbation, as well
as anticipate with hope. Now, take the trouble to examine,
and you will find that the pleasure which results from the re-
cognition and the discharge of duty, is the only one which
bears these characters. A system then that multiplies duties,
and presents urgent motives to rouse our zeal and put forth
pur energics, is a benevolent system to us, because it facili-
tates the attainment of true happiness. 'This will be still more
evident when we consider that this use of human instrumen-
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tality cimploys man in confering on his fellow man the richest
and best blessings. That I may appreciate these. I some-
times put in contrast ihe nations on which the light of the
gospel shines, and those that are yet shrouded in pagan dark-
ness. 1 compare our beloved country for instance with its
mild and humane and equitable laws, its provisions for main-
taining peace and order and promoting happiness, the high
and generous spirit of 1ts citizens, and all that throws around
1t a brighter halo of glory than ever adorned any other na-
tion; I compare it with Hindostan, peopled with an abject
ail degraded race, devoted to the darkest and most degrad-
1ng superstitions—I look at onr cities, where in every street
has been raised or 1s raising a temple of the living God; and
contrast these and the praycers of the people, and their songs
of solemn praise, and their holy exercises, with Indian pa-
godas, and with the temple of the Moloch of the east; and
oh enquiry into the cause of the immense difference presented
to view, I trace here the foot-steps of the messengers of Jesus,
of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad {tid-
ings of good things.—But to select, an object of easier com-
prehension, I sometimes enter into a heathen family, and see

there, brutal force, and the ficrceness of unsubdued passions,
and the sternness of despotic anthority, and the degradation,
and sufferings and sorrows of weaxkness. '1hen turning from
this appalling sceve, I go to the habitation of the humble be-
liever, and witness gentleness, and conlidence, and purity, and
generous affections; all that is tender and endearing in conju-
gal, and all that is dutiful in filial love; 1 see the religion
of Christ pervading all the relations of domestic lile, and
shedding its selectest inlluence, its hopes and its gladness on
the whole scenc.—Still further; to bring tlie subject home
more completely to my bosom, 1 take an individual heathen,
and sec him making his costly oblations, and perlorming his
laborious purifications, and engaging in the nameless impu-
rities of his religious rites, and, it may be, in a paroxysm ol
dark fanaticism sacrificing himsell before his idol; and |
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contrast hum with the humble penitent who believesin Jesus,and
has hope of mercy through him; relies on the promises of
(od; devotes his life to the cause of zoodness; partakes of
sanctifying grace; has a portion of heavenly joy communica-
ted even while 1n this vale of tears, and waits for the coming
of his Lord. I contrast the last faint groan of the heathen,
with the rapturous exclamation of the christian; ¢« O death,
where 18 thy sting! O grave, where is thy victory!”’--And
ihen, 1 try to follow the departing spirit, to its mansion in the
skies, to comprehend the glories of the just made perfect; to
form at least some just conceptions of the happiness of the
ransoined of the Lord on their return to the Mount Zion above,
with shouting and songs and everlasting joys on their heads.
But here the constrast must cease—No, brethiren, we will not
even in thought pursue tiie wretch, whose soul, unfitted for
heavenly enjoyments, is cast into outer darkness where is
weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth forever. But if
we could do justice to this subject; if we could bring alter-
nately to your ears the unavailing cry of anguish that rever-
berates through the vaults of despair, and the rapturous ho-
sannalis of heaven; if we could make you hear, first the excla-
mation ¢ We are tormented in this flame;’” and then the song
of the redeemed, ¢ Unto him that loved us and washed us
from our sins in his own _blood, and made us kings and priests
unto God,”” then you would appreciate the blessings which, by
the gracious appointinent of (xod our Saviour, man is instru-
mental of conferring on his fellow man.  And it would rousc
you to suci exertions as have never been made, since the la-
bours of that man who was caught up into the third heaven,
and saw and lieard what it was not lawtul for man to utter.—

An-i let it be aobserved that,
V'E ARE ENCOURAGED T0 MAKE THESE EXERTIONS FROM

Tii¥, CONSIDERATION TIHAT OUR LAEOUR SHALL NOT BE IN
YAIN IN THF LORD.

The whole history of the church shows, as we have seen,
thut God uses the labours and services of man in promoting
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the cause of religion. The induction is as complete as the
most rigorous philosophy could demand. We may, then, go
forth to labour in the vineyard of the Lord with as much con-
fidence, as the hushandman goes to plough and sow his seed.
In this case the soil 1s not always fruitiul, nor the seasons
propitious. If so, man would soon utterly forget that he is
dependent on his maker, Still the course of nature is such, as
to warrant and repay industry and care. So 1t is in the dis-
pensation of mercy. It is not every ettort that is successtful.
We should in that case too, soon forget that the excellency of
the power is of God and not of us. But still, the ccurse of
grace is so steady and wniform, that we are warranted to em-
ploy all our talents and expend all our zeal in the service of
the church, in expectation that «in due scason we shall reap
if we faint not.”” 1t is high time for christians to engage In
this enterprize of Jlove with livelier faith, and stronger assur-
ance of ultumate success. If any reliance 1s to be placed on
2ll the experience of the church, on the promises of God, on
the predictions of the scripturcs, it becomes ¢ the sacramental
host of God’s elect’” {o march forward as to absolute success,
as to the atchiecvement of certain victory. We are here re-
minded of a remark before submitted.  Gur efforts to promote
the cause of rightcousness, are coincident with the unchanging
purposcs of the Almighty. He has directed this instrumen-
tality to be emploved, and has thus at once pointed out our
duty, and encouraged us faithfully to discharge it. However
frail and 1netticient the machinery ol man may appear, it is
moved by a mighty spirity it derives cflicacy from the ener-
eles of omnipotence.  1he opposition of enemics, and the in-
crtness of the indifierent, willi no morve stop or retard the
march of the divine counscls to their consumination, than the
little finger of a child can controul the motions of the mighty
orbs that revolve round the sun, or retard the wheeling comet
in ils flight,

But the predictions of God’s word, respecting the pre-
valence of religion, may ali be considered as so many pro-
mises on which the people of God may rely with the
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wtmost confidence. And the signs of thetimes, as indicating the
fulfilment of these prophecies, may give strength to the con-
fidence, and life to the hopes, and vigour to the exertions of
christians. Indeed, this seems to be one great use of prophe-
cy. One of the most remarkable of these signs is, the
discovery that christians have made, in this age, of the in-
definite strength of united exertion. To what particular
events in this or the last age, this dlSCGVG[‘y is to be attribu-
ted, we need not enquire. But we art beginning to learn
from the experience of the Bible Society, and various Mis-
sionary Socicties, what resources can be furnished, and what
forces can be brnught to act against the powers of darkness,
by the concentration of the feeble efforts of many individaals.
Every year, experience teaches a better use of that instrumen-
tality, by which the world is to be enlightened; regenerated,
redecmed.  If the imperfect and limited combinations which
have taken place, have given such an impulse to the cause of
christianity, have sent within a few years the messages of
salvation to the ends of the earth, and caused some of the
strong pillars of the fortress of iniquity to tremble, how
mighty will be the effect, when every partition wall shall be
broken down, and the universal church militant shall go up
to the help of the Lord against the mighty! So important is
union; so gréat arc the effects to be accomplished Dby it; and
so highly does providence favour the united efforts that chris-
tians are making in the present day, we are warranted to
conclude that every thing, but the great principles of the faith
once delivered to the saints, ought to yield to it.

The evangelizing ol the world is an object, which scems
vastly disproportioned to the means now employed for its ac-
complishment,  What are four or five hundred misstonarices.
compared with four or five hundred millions of pagans and
mahometans! One man amnong a million, is like onc drop ot
water i the ocean.  Yet cven this disproportion ought not
to discourage us.  Ouce, all the ministers of the gospel in the

world did not exceed twelve,  And it was precisely af (ha
tl
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time, that the command was given ¢ Go and make disciples
of all nations.” No discouraging calculations were then made.
The command was given by him whose word healed diseases,
and restored sight to the blind; who had said ¢ Lazarus come
forth,” and the deau man started up to lite and health—Who
had spoken to the winds in their wildest career and to the

waves in the deafening clamours of a storm, ¢< Peace! be still!
and there waz a great calm.” And they went forth, chiefly
solicttous that they miight be found ftaithful; while they relied
for success, on the grace and power of Jehovah Jesus their
(xod and Saviour—He is the same yesterdzy and to day and
forever; and { e command, at this day, authorizes the same
confidence of success, that it did when first delivered. But a
little examination will convince us, that there may be access
to the most ample means. Durnig twenty-five years of war,
the protestant world expended in the work of destruction, one
vear with another, more money than enough to support three
hundred thousand missionaries at the rate of $ 1000 per an-
num. This money was indeed raised by taxation. But tax-
ation, in this sense, 1S only a mcans to bring multitudes
to contributc in proportion to their property to a com-
mon fund. The heaviest tax that is laid on us, brethren,
is laid by our passions, and by the fashion of this world.
Let every protestant by a noble effort, emancipate himseclf
from these burdens; let him diminish them by one third, and
let the savings go into the treaswmy of the Lord—after all
the best savings bank that ever was cstablished—and there
will be enough to supply the daily encreasing calls for Edu-

cation, Missionary and Bible Societies.  All that we want in
this way, is the union of great numbers, and a little self’ de-
nial, and a littie generous feeling in every one. T'hie church
need only fearn a lesson from civil society, and form a coali-
tion, to acquire all the physical strength requisite for her
prurpnses. o reiher the purposes of her Lord and master.
Phe whaole toree yat adeht thes be brought to bear on the

L ]
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purpose ol saving the world, antmated by christian love, and
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guided by divine wisdom, and encouraged by prophecies and
promises, would at the very first onset, shake the kingdom of
Satan to its centre.  Already there is a great movement in
the church—and there is a corresponding change in the world.
There is a change too, 1t scems to me, in the manner in which
~rovidence conducts its dispensations, Things are done in
a more decisive and peremptory way than usual. Great,
alterations take place in the world now, not by the customary
slow operations of moral causes, but with the celerity of light-
ning, and the energy of an earthquake. A nation to day
stands foremost in the world, in what is called glory,
flushed with victory, and proud in its spoils; to-morrow
she is trodden down and trampled unrder foot—Another is
overflowing with all the riches of commerce; the stream of
wealth flows copiousiy through all her territories, lher mer-
ciiants are nobles, and her ships bring treasures from afar.
But presently the cry of distress is heard through all her
borders; her riches have made themselves wings and have
flown away. Yet, amidst all these changes, the work of the
Lord goes on, and the treasures of God’s word are sent unto
all lands. All that is taking place in the world seems calcu-
lated to produce a deep tone of moral feeling, which will pro-
duce the most powerful effects. These effects are but the veri-
iications of predictions long since delivered—We are now be-
ginning to see with our own eyes what the prophets saw only
in vision.  Wlhen we turn to the great valley ol dry bones,
where the silence and stillness and desolation of death reign-
ed for ages, we discern unequivocal proofs that the Spirit of
the Lord breatnes there. Signs of life appcar; bone comes
(o its bone, and they are cloathed with flesh. 'The voice of
joy hegins to echo through that region of darkness—Kternal

lite is begun, the happiness of heaven is conmenced on carth.
—Look a littic beyond the scene that lies immediately before
us; there, where the lamp of phophecy sheds its light, and
O what multitudes, aind multitudes of redeemed sinners staet
up i the living nmage of their Saviour.  Poor oppressed
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Africa thirows off licr chains; Asia rises from her mtell[,ctual
and moral debasemc']t Eu“n]m and America render the glftg
of mercy and Jove to those, whom they had despised and en-
slaved. The Mahomedan renounces his prophet, the Hindao
his idol——T'he veil of Jewish prejudice is rent ,a*.-'.’*,ays--,-'_l"___lﬁye'
tinsel and trampery, that dishonoured with uie'l'etrin:'iuus ol'na-
ments so great a part of the christian (hurch‘, are thrown to
the moles and the bats—All with one consent ale crowding
into the gates of Zio11—5 And on her walls, ..md in hu et,reets
1s heard salvation.”

The dwellers on the vales and on the rocks,

Shout to exch other, and mountsin t..nps

From distant mountains catch the flving joy;

T11l nation after nation taught the strain,

Earth rolls the rapturous hosannah round.
And all this is to be accomplished by human instrumentality.
Yes brethren, this scenc s to be realized, this joy is to be com-
municated, this Lkeavenly glory is to be brought down to
carth; or rather this carth, so long under the curse, is to be
assimilated to heaven and aiflied with it, and made one wide
temple of the God of grace, where the voice of praise will be
heard day and nigint mtlmut ceasing, by the divinc bloqsmﬂ'
on human exertions, and human benevolence. There is not
one here, however lowly his situation, or obscure his name,
who may not bear o rart in the execution of these high pur-
poscs of love, in the verification of these predictions, in the
diffusion of this happiiess.  Yes, you may share this honour;
God invites vou to partake of 1t,

But here vou ought to he reminded, that Ih]l’lmu'rll the
cries of the heathen world for the blessings of the gospel, aro
wafted to veu on every breeze across the Atlantic, they
onzht not to drown the voiee that pleads with you for the
hiead of hifes from aany of your countrrymen. Ol brethren!
diere are many waste and desolate places m oour tand—Many
parts of our coumtry. highly favoured as she 1s by heaven,
sifler a famine of spivitual food.  We want only the general
diffusion of religion among us, 1o crown atl our blessingss
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and make our cup run over—We want only this, to perpetu-
ate the institutions, the happiness, the glory of our beloved
country. This toe is to be accomplished by the same means.
QOur instrumentality is to be employed to bestow the best
blessings on the land of our fathers, on our brethren after
the flesh., 'The call of patriotism as well as of piety rouses
us this night, to such cfforts as we are able to make—Thanks
be to God that he has privileged us with the opportunity of
doing good, of doing the greatest good, the greatest good
that can be done to those, who cJaim an interest in all our
love. It will now be seen, brethren, how you appreciate this
privilege, how you esteem th  honour of working in subser-
vience to the kindest designs of heaven, and the opportunity
of promoting at once the best interests of your country, and
the everlasting welfare of your fellow-citizens.

May God use us all for his glory in this world; and may
Jesus Christ be glorified in us, when he shall coz% the second
time without sin unto salvation. Amen,




EXTRACTS
FROM THE MINUTES

OF THE

FIRST ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

YOUNG MEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY

OF

RICHMOND.

Richmond, 12th May, 1819.

The first annual meeting of the Young Men’s Missionary
Society was lield agreeably to appointment in the first res-
byterian church.

Mpyr. Jesse S. Armstead was elected chairman, and Mr.
Philip Du Val secretary of the meeting.

At the request of the chairman, Mr. James B. Stafford
read a portion of scriptare, and offered an address to the
throne of grace.

The first annual report of the Directors, and a statement
of the Treasurer’s account were then read: And on motion
made and scconded,

Resolved, That the report and papers annexed be accepted
and approved.

On motion ol Mr. Reeves, seconded by Dr, Blair, the 7th
article ot the Constitution was amended, so as to make it
read thus, « 'I'he annual meetings shall be held on the second
Wednesday in May, at such place as the Directors shall ap-
pomt, ol which due notice shall be given through the medium
of the public newspapers; at which time the Directors shall

make report of their proceedings during the vear; exhibit a
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full statement of the Treasurer’s accounts; and give such
information in general as may be Interesting te the saciety.
After which a sermon shall be delivered by some minister of
the gospel appointed for that purpose.”

On motion of Mr. Leake, seconded by Mr. Gordon, the
first clauge in the 15th article was amended so as to read
thus—:¢¢ T'he saciety shall hold regular meetings on the second
Wednesday in the months of AuguSt, November, and Febru-
ary, at such place as the Directors shall appoint, of whick
duc notice shall be given: And the board of Directors shall
meet on the second Monday in every month at such place as
may be most cenvenient. |

On motion of Mr. Baldwin, seconded by Mr. James, the

15th article was so amended as to read, ¢ The Board shalll'
have power to fill vacancies in their own body which may
occur by death, resignation, or otherwise,.
Resolved, 'That the thanks of this society be returned to the
Rev. J. H. Rice, for his cheerful compliance with the request
of the Directors to preach a scrmon for the benefit ot the
societys

Resolved, That the thanks of the E-:(tc,mty arc due to the
Ladies and Gentlemen who have made dofiations {or the pro-
motion ol its designs.

Resolved, That the Constituticn of the society be prmted
as amended, and that the names of the members be subjoined.

Resolved, That 500 copies of the Annual Report, the "T'rea-
surer’s account, and the accompanying address be printed for
the use of the members—And that 1000 additional copies of
these papers, together with the serinon preached for the bence-
fit of the society, be published and sold for its henefit.
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The following gentlemen were elected officers
of the society for the ensuing year.
Mr. Micah Baldwin,  President.
George Hutchison, Vice President.
John N. Gordon,  Corresponding Secretary.
Nathan Pollard,  Recording Secretary.
John Boyce, \ T'reasurer.

OTHER PIRECTORS.
Dr. James Blair,” ¢/ '
Samuel Leake,
Joseph James,”

. The society then adjourned, and concluded Wnth prayer by
the Rev. John H. Rice.

Slgnedy

=
s a

JESSE S. ARMISTEAD, Chairman.
Pml.lr Dvu.-Vax, Secretary.




(SHMRUERION |

Boung Mews Miggionarp Dacietp
OF RICHMOND.

—..a PREAMBLE.

\WE, the members of this society, acknowledging the obli-
watiou to ¢« do good, and to communicate,” and being per-
«$ided that by sending the blessings of the gospel to the
destitute, we shall be instrumental in promoting the most be-
neficial charity, have agreed to regulate ourselves by the an-
nexed

CONSTITUTION.

AwricLE 1. The title of this society shall be ¢ The Foung
Men's Misstonary Society of Richmond.”

ARrrT. 2. The object of this society is to send missionaries
to preach the gospel, and afford religious instruction to per-
sons destitute of these privileges in our own country; and
should the circumstances of the society ever justify the mea-
sure, to aftord aid to the cause of foreign missions,

Art. 3. The missionaries cmployed by this socicty, shall
in every case be ministers in connection with, and under the
care of the « General Assembly ¢! the Presbyterian church in
the United States.”

Arr. 4. 'The payment of five dollars, and subscribing to
this Constitution, shall constitute membership in the society;
and the payment of five dollars annually shall continuc this
membership.

Anr. 3. The oflicers ol this socicty shall be a President,
Vice-President, Corvesponding Secrcetary, Recording Secre-
tary, 'Uicastrer, and six other Directors, of whom five shadl
De a ogoram to transact business,
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ArT. 6. The Directors shall be elected by ballo{ at the au-

nual meetings of the society; and shall hold their offices until
the next annual meeting afier their appointment, or until a
new election shall take place.
Arr. 7. The annual meetings shall be held on the second
Wednesday in May, at such place as the Directors shall ap-
point, of which due notice shall be given through the medium
of the public newspapers; at which time the directors shall
make report of their proceedings during the year; exhibit a
full statement of the Treasurer’s accounts; and give such in-
formation in general as may be interesting to the society.
After which a sermon shall be delivered by some minister of
the gospel appointed for that purpose.

ART. 8. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at
the meetings of the board; keep order, and perform the usual
duties of a chairman; as alse to call a meeting of the board,
or of the society, when requested in the manner hcrcin after
prescribed.

Art. 9. It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to per-
forrm the offices of the President in his absence, or on the
event of his resignation.

ArT. 10. It shall be the duty of the corresponding secre-
tary to open a cerrespondence with inissionary societies, and

with societies for missionary enquiries, to wr.i< to missiona-
ries, and in general to be tiie organ of cormwmunication with
other institutions and parsous noc belonging to this society,
according to the directioa of the beard; and to procure all
the information respecting the cause of mmssions which the
society may wisl to obtxir. A fair copy shall be kept by
him of every letter that hic shall d¢ required to write, by
order of the board of directass.

ARrT. 11. it shall be the duty of ile recording sceretary to
keep a faithful record, in <arable bueks, of ilie procecdings
of the society; which shall at all times be open o the inspee
tlon of thoe board or any of the members.
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ART. 12. It shall be the duty of the 'T'reasurer to keep a
true and laithiul account of ali monies received and paid by
him, at all times to be open 1o the inspection of the board, or
the members of the society, - But no payments shall be made
without an order signed by the President, and attested by the
Recording Secretary. "

ArT. 13. T'he society shall hold regular meetings on the
second Wednesday in the months of August, November, and
February, at such place as the directors shall appoint, of
which due notice shall be given: And the board of Directors
shall meet on the second Wednesday in every month, at such
place as may be most convenient. But the President shall,
at the request of any two Directors, at any time call a meet-
ing for extraordinary business; and by order of the board
call a general me~ting of the society.

ArT. 14, It shall be the duty of the hoard to appoin{ mis-
sionaries; prescribe their routs; give them instructions; re-
ceive their reports; pay their salaries; and give account of
all their proceedings to the society. But in every case, before
a missionary shall be employed, th~ board shall ascertain
that he is furnished with the testimonials and credentials re-
quired by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church
in the United States.

ArT. 15. The board shall have power to fill vacancies in
their own body, which may occur by death, resignation, or
otherwise,

ArrT. 16. This society shall be auxiliary to ¢ The Young
Men's Missionary Society of New York;” and the Corres-
ponding Scccetary shall transmit to them the annual reports
of the society. |

Are, 17, The Constitution mas be altered by o voie ol
two thirds of the mewmbers present at any annual meeting:
cxeept the third article, and the proviso i article fourteenth,
which shall be unalterable.  Procided, vevertheless, that no-

Gee shall be given of any proposed alteration to the hoard of
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Directors, who shall publish the same for the information of
the society, at least one month before the annual meeting.
ArT. 18. No married man shall be admitted as a member
of this Society; though mairiage shall not disqualify him
after having become a member.

An Alphabetical List of the Members of the
Young Men’s Missionary Society of Rich-

mondl.

Jesse ™, Armistead.

B.
John Bovce,
Micah Baldwin,
James Rlair,
Joseph S. Baker,
James H. Brooks,
Miles Bott, jr.
George W. Bagby,
John 0. Baker.

U.
William Chester,
James Caskie,
Willtam A. Chapwg,
Jonathan . Cushing,
Littlebury C. Cosby,
William H. Campbell,
Samuel Cartland.

1).
Lanneus Dupuy,
James H. Diilon,
Phitip Du-Val,
Philip Douglierty,

b.,

Jonathan &, Kastinan,
Dabney l‘“umul-.

Y.
Johin Feraey,
James McFarlang,
freorge K. Fry,

G.

John N. Gordon,

Park Glinn,
Charles Goddard,

Joseph Godirey,

Samuel H. Gordon,
William F. Granbery,

u.
John D. Hudg:s,
Charles Howell.
Joshua Halloweil,

Samuel A. Hamuer,
villimin P. Hayden,
James Hazlett,
George Hutchison,
James G. Hamner,
Martin Hollins,
Richard 0. Haskins,
James Hart.
George Ives.
Joscph Jame .,

i

.
Henry Kunsman,
WVilliam Kerr.
Samuel Leake,
avid Lee,
Josiah Leake,
Hancock Lee,




LIST oF

Earl Lnomisg
William Lownes,

William Lewis.

)|

Joseph Mayn, jr.
John B. Morton,
Philip Mayo,
Gilbert Morgan,
Robert A. Mayo,
samuel D. Morton,
Richard Morris,
Thomas Massie.
N
Robert H. N

lelson,
Dr. Thomas Nelson.

Y.
John Page,
Nathan Pollard,
Benjamin Porter,
Thomas A. Ponsonby,
Henry N. Pharr,

Jesse Read,
Samuel Reeves,
Edmund Redford,

Charles Copland Parkhill.

a0

John St. George Randolph,

John Rice,
William Rowlett, jr.

MEMBERS—CONTINUED.

S,
ira Standley,
Thomas Sampson,
Samue] E. Snow,
Asa L. Saunders,
John Sims,
Lewis Stratton,
Henry E. Scott,
Edmund L., Scruggs,
Robert Shapard,
Robert Scott,
James B. Stafford.
Y.
James G. Taylor,
William C. Thornton,
Harry M. Tompkins.
W.
J., E. Wadsworth,
J. George Whitwell,
John V. Wilcox,
Stephen C. Wheeler,
Edmund Walls,
Richard Whitlock,
Samuel H. Wood,
Jolin Werth,
Lewis J. Wertl,
William S. White,
Warner M, Williams,
Ptolemy L. Watkins,
Johrn Watt.




FIR»T
ANNUAL REPORF
OF
THE DIRECTORS
YOUNG MEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY
OF RICHMOND.

The Directors c: the Young Men’s Missionary Society,
submit to the general meeting the following as their first an-
hual report.

The time during which the Directors have held their office,
has been so short. that no great amount of service can now
be reported. Yet the few and humble efforts which have
been made in discharge of their duty, have been so far blessed,
as to afford much encouragement to the society fo persevere
in the good work, in which they are engaged. At the same
time, such information respecting the moral and rcligious
gstate of multitudes about us has been collected, as serves to
shew that every effort, thet the most enlarged and active be-
nevolence can make, is called for In a tone of the greatest
urgency and nmportunity.

The Directors, after their apvointment, lost no time in
opening correspondencies with various associations of young
men in our country, formed for simiiar purposes, with that
for which this society was organized. This was done with
a view to gain such information as might facilitate tiic opera.
tions of the society, and cnlarge the sphere of its usefuluess.
It may be gratilying to the mecting to learn, that eurs is no
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novel or singulﬁr enterprize. 'T'here are numbers of young
men in different cities of the United States, engaged in the
same cause, and prosecuting it with a zeal, a vigour, and
success, the most delightful; and the most edifying.

Annther duty, which, in the beginning, demanded attention
and zeal, was an increase of che numbers and resources of
the society. "T'he Directors are happy to state, that the mea-
sures adopted tor this purpose, has not been entirely ineffi-
cient. The number of members have been nearly tripled
since the organization of the institution; pious and liberal
persons have in several instances made donations to your
treasury; and a collectiocn has been made in the first Pres-
byterian church, after a sermon preached for your benefit by
the Rev. John H. Rice. 'The amount of funds accruing from
these sources, as well as the various appropriations which have
been made, will appear from the Trcasurer’s account, which
1s to be annexed to this report.

After several fruitless attempts to procurc missionaries,
the board finally succceded in obtaining the services of two
voung preachers for a short time; of whom one officiated in
the city, and another in the neighbourtng country. The fol-
lowing abstracts of their journals will convince the society
that while employed in their service, they laboured with ex-
cmplary fidelity and zeal.

The missionary employed in the city, the Rev. Orin Fow-
ler, laboured for the society only about two weeks. During
this short period—rendered thus short by his ill health—he
preached to the sailors at Rockelts, at the Poor House, the
Armoury, Penitentiary, and other places, about twelve times,
In the Poor House, and Penitentiary, as well as in private
houses, lLe visited the sick, and prayed and conversed with
them. He went from one abode ol want and wretchedness to
another; ascertained the spivitual condition of the tenants,
and by distributing Bibles and Rcligious T'racts, and afford-
ing verbal insteuction, he endeavoured to supply their necese
sities, s diseoveries of the destitute cunditiﬁn, of the utter
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ignorance and darkness of great numbers in this metropolis,
are truly affecting. He states the astonishing fact, that in
one day he visited twenty-thrée families, and found twenty of
these without a Bible. He gives us the assurance that, after
all ‘he activity and zeal of the Bible Society of Virginia, and
their cxtensive charities, there are numbers in this city, who
hacd never heard that even such an institution existed, or that
any efforts were making to supply the spiritual wants of the
poor. From a careful examination of the census of the city,
and a computation of the numbers which can be seated in the
churches now in use, he concluded that there were in our me-
tropolis at least eight thousand persons above the age of four
years, who could not find accommodation in the houses of
worship, were they ever so desirous to enjoy the privilege.
These statements were made by your Missionary, and ave
brought forward by the Directors for the purpose of shewing,
that immediately around you there is a wide ficld for mission-
ary exertions; a loud call for the full exercise of your charity.
At the same time, so kind and cordial was the reception given
to the preacher; so grateful were the afflicted to whom he
ministered the consolations of the gospel; so attentive and
serious were they to whom he preached; and so pressing the
solicitations for similar services, that you have the utmost cn-
couragement to belicve that your work of charity has not
been, and will not hereafter be in vain.

The other Missionary, M. Jamces B. Stafford, was only
proposed to the board about fifteen days ago. He was com-
missioned to itinerate for two weeks in the upper part of this
county, and the lower part of Goochland. During this short
period, under the disadvantage of having to apprize the peo-
ple of his intentions, before they could be assembled foi reli-
gious instruction; Le preached twclve times, and visited a
number of familics. A considerable part of the tract of coun-
try through which he passed is deplorably destitute—DNMany
families are without a Bible—Not a few unable to read—Some
feel and deplore their want of religious instruction—Others

L
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~are mditterent—and others opposed to it—In general however
e was kindly received. The congregations were quite as
targe as could be expected; for the most part they were serious
and attentive; and in some instances considerable affection
was manifested. This Missionary was furnished with a num-
ber of Religious Tracts, which were distributed, and gene-.
rally received with ecagerness and gratitude; but sometimes
with reluctance. On the whole, the Directors have great
reason to be satisfied with the reports of their Missionaries,
and thankful that they have been received with so kind and
gracious a spirit; and they cannot but congratulate the society
on the reason they have to believe, that already good has been
done through their instrumentality.

In the instructions given to the Missionaries, they have
been directed to coufine themselves, in their ministrations,
entirely to the great duties of their office, to avoid any thing
like sectarian feeling, and proselytism; and endeavour only
to persuade their hearers to become sincere christians. The
Directors are confident that this measure will receive the
approbation of the society, and that the members will rejoice
to be instramental in promoting a spirit of liberality, and
brotherly love. Besides, if men become sincere christians,
they ave at once converted into good men, who will, with
fidelity, serve their generation, perform diligently all the du-
ties of life, and be prephred for everlasting happiness. And
it is to the accomplishment of this great good, that the society
wishes its instrrumentality to be directed.

¥rom information on which the Directors ce. confidently
vely, it is believed that the Missionary ficld is of immense
extent in this country. Nearly one half of tho State of Vir-
gmia is Missionary ground.  The states and territories to
the south and west are equylly destitute. In nany instances
more so. Numbers feel and deplore their spiritual wants,
and, unable to procure a supply, importunately cry for help.
Surely the ery of those who are perishing for lack of know-
odee will awaken the sympathies of all who appreciate the
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value of religious privileges, who know any thing of the
blessings of the gospel. 'T'his expectation seems the more
reasonable, because when the gospel is sent to any people,
they are not only enriched with the treasures of divine wis-
dom, and furnished with the abundant consolaticns of the
Holy Spirit, and inspired with the best hopes, but that is
given which ensures obedience to the laws; the practice ot
justice; the cultivation of charity; the following of peace witl
all ‘meln; which, in a word, prepares for the duties and suffer-
ings of this life, and the joys and glories of a better life to
coine.

The Directors only echo the sentiments ot the society,
wlien they say that with these views the association was
formed. 'Fo send the gospel is to send the best blessings to
the people; it is to do the greatest good that man can do. And
while in this age so many are engaged in this best work of
love; while the hope is conceived of making the whole human
race to partake of the gifts of heavenly mercy; whi’ Id and
young, male and female, are uniting for the accomplishment
of the highest and holiest design that ever engaged liuman
affections, and called forth human exertions; the young men
of this society are desirous to be marshalled on the same side,
devoted to the same interests. 'I'lie Directors, in their name,
would speak as becomes young men—"They feel their incom-
petence to render more than feeble aid; they know the im-
portance of their undertaking, and see it rising Heyond their
native strength; but they trust that He who owned, and bless-
ed little children, will accept the offerinigs which youth would
make on his altar, and aid their humble eflorts in his cause.
Feeling as the Directors do, and encouraged as they have
been, they could not resist the desire to enlist the favour and
exertions of the young men of Virginia generally, in a cause
on which God has pronounced his blessing, and which good
men approve. ‘L'hey have therefore drawn up an address to
their coevals in this state, with a view to its publication and
general circulation, They present it with this report, and
hope that it will meet the approbation of the socicty.
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With these statements, the Directors resign their trusts
into your hands, not without earnest prayers that you may
enjoy the best of all pleasurcs, in witnessing the good that
shall result from your efforts as a Missionary Saciety.

All which is submitted.
Bigned by order of the Board,
MICAH BALDWIN, President.

st e
The Young Men’s Missionary Society of Richmond, in account
with John Boyce, Treasurer.
Debitor.

1819. 1819. Creditor.
* Bar. 12. To cash paid for printing May. 1i. By dues collected from €4 mem-
150 coples Constitution, 10 * bers at sundry times, 320

To cash paid portages 80 By donations received

23. To cash paid Btationer’s from & friend 5
account, 21 50 Mr. William Allison, }
To cash Eud, printing no- H. Redford, 5
tices, checks, & by-laws, B J. Hullin.s, 2
and hindingcheck books, 9 75 R. Graham, 20
41 85 Thomas Tredway, 5
May 3. To cash paid the Rev. O. Fow- A Friend, 2

ler, for Missionary services in Mr. Thomas Atkinson 2 50

this City, 18 | Miss Nancy Cnmphelf, 2 X
May 11. To Balance, 429 46 Mr. Wiﬂhm Fenwick, 20
g ii. Rice 20
489 81 M. Mitchell, 10
J. B. Nooe, 5
Holland 1
1 W, Winfree, 5
J. durﬂhl{j 5

Amount of collection at
Lst presbyterian church, 58 31
g | 50 31
469 31

A ——

ib

By Balance brought down,

Errors Excepted,
JOHN BOYCE, Treasurer.

Richmond, Muy 1t, 1¢€° 9.
The commaitice appociit audit the Treasurer’s account,
have examined the same ana _find it carrect, leaving a balance in
his hands of $429 56.

Joun M. GoRrbon,
SAMUEL REEVES.
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YOUNG MEN OF VIRGINIA.

In venturing on this address to our coevals, we do by no
means assume any superiority, nor presume to prescribe or
dictate a course to be pursued by you. Having formed an
association for a benevolent purpose, and being con* inced,
that, in pursuing the course which we have marked out we
shall procure for ourselves the best pleasures, wiile we hum-
bly hope to be instrumental of good to others, we have de-
termined to lay our views and feelings open to your consider-
ation. In forming this determination, we confess that we
hope to obtain your approbation; and are ready to acknow-
ledge that we should be highly gratified by your co-operation.

In free countries, such as ours happily is, the good that is
done, must for t!ie most part be done by the people. Under
tyrannical governments, whatever gocs beyond individ: 1l
enterprize and resources, is left undone. The union and
general co-operation of great numbers do not suit the views
of despotism; because thus the people learn at the same time
to appreciate their own strength, and to comprehend general
interests—And thus are disqualified for the submission and
servility which tyranny requires. Hence in all free states,
united exertions for the promotion of general interests have
been common. The presc:t age is characterized by aysocia-
tions for aiding the causc of morality and religion. We
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rejoice to see them spreading throwghout the worid; and calcu-
late on the happiest results of the melioration in the civil and
religious condition of the whole race of men.

An institution which will bring the young men of Virginia
to exert themselves, with their characteristic ardour, in pro-
moting a common aud approved object, we hope, will be pro-
ductive of effects the most salutary. At our age we requirce
some object, apart from our ordinary avocations, which wiil
cxcite a dcep interest in our minds, and call into exercise
powerful feelings. If we can sclect onie which will have this
effect, will afford present gratification without any debasing
or demoralizing consequences, we may well account ourselves
happy. To you we will not attempt to exhibit the pure and
cxquisite pleasure of doing good; persuaded that your own
consciousness will present this object in a happier way, than
can be done in our address. ‘T'he warm and generous nature
of yough needs not to be stimulated to kindness, but rather to
be directed in the overflowings of its benevolence to the pro-
per objects of charity,  When this heavenly virtue is so ex-
crcised as to offer a premium to idleness, extravagance, and
dissipation, it proves no blessing to its objects. Qur limited
cxperience and observation have convinced us that the most
cfficient and permanent good 18 done, when that is communi-
cated which enlightens the understanding, and improves the
heart; which represses the bad passions, and furnishes a con-
stant stimulus to every good work. Inlooking round for the
means by which a blessing of this character might be afford-
cd to the poor and destitute in eur country, the christian re-
ligion presented itselt as combining all the attributes, and
possessing all the moral energies which the case requires.
Knowing, then, that from the circumstances of our country,
particularly its unexampled increasc in population, many
parts of it arc destitute of the regular and stated means of
religious instruction, we determined to associate with the
view of communicating the fullness of the blessings of the
zospel to those who do not enjoy it.  We thought that by
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sending oui competent religious instructors, we migh
strumenta] in explaining and enforcing the best system of
moral instruction that ever enlightened the mind, or brought
home its lessons to the heart of man; a system which eﬁjéim
every duty which man sustains under sanctions the most so-
lemn, and gives energy to every precept by motives the most
urgent. At the same time we believed that thus we might
afford to the prosperous and happy, that which would mingle
in their cup, ingredients of a higher and better happiness
than earth can afford; and present to the afflicted and sor-
rowful such consolations as none but the Angel of the coven.
ant can minister. Engaging in such an object as this, we
had no doubt but that its value, and the importance—we might
venture to say—the grandeur of the results to be accomplish-
ed, would excite thc deepest intereat; and that every instance
of success would affors _he highest pleasure. We know, toa,
that this could bo ensured if numbers would unite in the de-
sign, and consent to make only a cheap sacrifice. That which
might be saved by a little self-denial, would thus be amply
sufficient to effect great objects.

With these views we have associated. And our humble
efforts have been so kindly regarded, our feeble attempts so
highly favoured, as to enlarge our conceptions, and to suggest
to us new plans by which that, which we regard as the great-
est good, may be promoted. From the youth of Richmond,
and its vicinity, who alone werc at first in contemplation,
we are encouraged to look over the whole state ol Virginia;
and meditate a plan, which if executed, would present a scene
of the highest maral sublimity, we mean an union of the young
men throughout the state in the same design, and of their ac-
tive and zealous co-operation in the same work of benevolence.
The idea itself so warms and animates us, that we cannot re-
frain from jnviting you to join with us; to organize Mission-
ary associations, and by this means put it in your power to
afford moral and religions instruction, the hopes and consola-
tions, and jovs of the gospel to the desolate and destitute.

-
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Young men of Virginia! Your fathers have often lead the way
in high enterprize; and have set an example, which others
did not disdain to follow. IL.ef their nobie spirit now stir
within you, and rouse you %o zeal in this good cause. We
are at present behind many others in this work of christian
charity; but could we succeed in communicating to you our
feelings, we should at once pass by all our coevals, and ex-
hibit an example which would be cited for enkindling the lan-
guid zeal of others; an example of the youth of a whale state
devoled tothe cause of a true and high and holy benevolence.
Come! let us gladden the hearts of our parents, who will, we
know, rejoice over us, while thus in our humble sphere endea-
vouring to do good; come, let us pursue a course, which will caunse
the aged patriot, while with all a patriot’s solicitude he looks
forward to the rising generation as the hope of the country,
to feel the assurance that her interests wnll be commltted to

pubhc morals, and practice prwate wrtue, come, let us leu'n
¢ to do good and communicate, knowing that with such sacri-

fices God is well pleased.”
Signed, by order of the Society, |
MICAH BALDWIN, Presi

JOBRN N. GorboN,
NATHAN PoLLARD,






