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20 LETTERS from the 

centinel that (lands upon the walls of 'Jeru- 
falem. Alas ! but few (land firm with him 
after a few years hot fighting. My love to 
your dearefl friends, &c, 

John Wright* 

A Letter from the Rev. Mr Richarel¬ 

fin at Waxfaw in South Carolina, to 
Mr J.'F. Dated May 6, 1760. 

Dear Sir, 

T AM much obliged to you for the Books 
**■ you procured for me ; though my abfence 
for fome time has obliged me to give them 
into other hands to difperfe for me. 

In October 1758, I undertook a miflion to 
the Cherokees ; hearing from Mr Martin, my 

predeceflor, their delire to be inflru6led in 
the Chriflian faith ; but by the time I got 
to that nation they were much of another 
opinion, feveral of their people having been 
killed by the Virginians on their return from 
the Northward, for their theft and plunder¬ 
ing. This enraged them fo much, that after 
I had flayed near three months among them 
I could not prevail on them to give me a 
public hearing, except in one fmall town. 

At that time their whole talk was War 
with the white people: So as I was of no 
fervice to them I refigned the Indian miflion, 
cfpecially finding my health Very much im¬ 

paired 
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paired by the great colds I got by lying a- 
mong the mountains in the winter. _The 
Cberokecs foon after my departure broke out 
into open war, and killed feveral of our peo¬ 
ple. Governor Lyttleton went againfl: them, 
they made peace, and as foon as the army 
v/as difbanded broke out again, and now carry 
deffrudlion, delolation and ruin along with 
them, having made our frontiers a wafle and 
an Aceldama. 

In May 17 59^ ^ fettled in a congregation 
below the Catawba nation, to whom I hoped 
I might be ufeful, through the divine blefs- 
ing ; but my fickly conftitution, and their 
differences with the white people, prevented 
me. The Small-pox fpread among them 
furprizingly, on which they fled to the woods, 
and died in great numbers ; which, with the 
prelent diffurbances, have made them leave 
their towns, fo that they are at prefent out 
of my reach. 

We are now in very diffreffing circum- 
ftances. The country above my congrega¬ 
tion, once fettled, is now a wildernefs; 
fome killed, others fealped, others drove from 
their habitations, others carried away captive, 
and fome put to death in the moil cruel man¬ 
ner.—My houfe is not above five miles from 
the frontier inhabitants ; almofl: every night 
we expe£t to be awakened with the Indian 
hollow, or the dying groans of fome of the 
family. An army is preparing againfl: them, 
but our motions are far flower than theirs; 

our 
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our manner of carrying;on war being very 
different. 

My fuccefs in the mini dry is very fmall. 
The younger part of my congregation indeed 
attend with feeming folemnity, as well as the 
more aged ; which gives me fome encourage¬ 
ment to hope that the Spirit of God is filently 
carrying on a work of grace on their hearts; 
and they are in general of a good, moral cha¬ 
racter ; which I am often reminding them is 
too weak a foundation to build their hopes 
of the divine favour upon. — About fifty of 
them lately joined in full communion, and 
feveral gave good realons for their hope ; tho’ 
others had not attained fuch lengths. But, 
alas ! divine influences feem to be much with¬ 
held at this time. — Religion, vital Religion 
being on the decline. 

Miniffers along the frontiers are very fcarce. 
I know but one befides myfelf along the fron¬ 
tiers of North and South Carolina, and Geor¬ 
gia ; nor for an hundred miles down the 
country below them. Judge ye what a piti¬ 
able condition the numerous inhabitants are 
in for want of the Gofpel; which in fome 
meafure may be made up by Books. — I am 
pleafed with the Society’s method of diftri- 
bution and choice of Books. — 7'here are 
multitudes here crying for the bread of life, 
and none to difpenfe it to them. Ignorance 
greatly prevails, which may be removed by 
good Books. 

I wifli I had a number of the Compajfionate 
Addrefs, and fome t rafts againft Swearing, 

Drunken- 
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Drunkennefs, Sabbath-breaking, &c. which 
Books appear to be excellently adapted to the 
cafe of country. I fliall not diftribute 
them to my own people, but intend to fend 
or take fome of them to Pec-Dee, where 
wickednefs triumphs. They have no Mi- 
nifter, and I know not if they have the form 
of Religion. I intend to vifit them very 
foon. 

I am, &c. 

W. Richardson. 

A Letter from the Rev. Mr Todd in 
Hanover County, Virginia, to Mr B.F. 
Dated Auguft 7, 1760. 

' NE poor fubjedfs of the generous charity 
A of the Society, both white and black, 

have received inexprefllble advantage from 
the well-chofen donations fent hither. I 
would beg leave to return the mod grateful 
thanks to the generous members of the So¬ 

ciety in Great Britain, for their pious libe¬ 
rality to the poor in this uncultivated clime. 

I cannot point out the exadf number, but 
am well affured fome hundreds of Negroes, 
befides white people, can read and fpell, who 
a few years fince did not know one letter. 
And the facred hours of the Sabbath, with 
other leifure times, are improved in reading 
and other profitable exercifes, which were 
not long fince proftituted to vicious practices; 

and 




