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peans and Americans are expected at the
Council, having been appointed thereto by
their Churches, and in addition there will be
representatives from Japan, China, Aus-
tralia, Persia, South Africa and other parts
of the world. The presiding officer will be
J. Marshall Lang, D.D., pastor of the Bar-
ony Church, Glasgow, Scotland. The chair-
man of the Committee of Arrangements is
Wallace Radcliffe, D.D., pastor of the New
York Avenue Church, Washington, D. C.,
and at present Moderator of the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterlan Church in the
U. S. A,

In the intervals between the General Coun-
cils the affairs of the Alllance are conducted
by the Executive Commission. The Ameri-
can Branch of that body held two interest-
ing and profitable meetings this year, the
first in April at Philadelphia, as the guest of
the Presbyterlan Church in the U. S. A,
and the second at St. Louis, Mo, in
October, where the host was the Cumberland
‘Presbyterian Church. The next meeting of
the Commission has been appointed for Rich-
mond, Va., and the host will be the Presby-
terian Church, South.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

THE NORTHERN PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH.

BY WM. HENRY ROBERTS, D.D., LL.D.,
STATED CLERK.

TuE Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.
during the year 1898 has made only fair
progress. 1t had heen hoped that the cessa-
tion of controversy would have resulted in

decided gains spiritually and financially.’

But this has not been the result. The total
of additions upon confession of faith in
1897-98, 57,041, was just 30 above the addi-
tions of the year 1896-97, and 17,785 less than
in the year 1893-94. The total of actual con-
tributions to the Boards, $2,407,361, was
$12,019 less than the preceding year. The
Board of Foreign Missions, fortunately,
came to the Assembly of 1898 without debt,
but the Board of Home Missions reported an
increase of indebtedness of $20,000, or an ag-
gregate of $167,839. The debt of the Board
of Education was reported as being $7,720,
and of the Board of Missions for Freedmen
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$57,477. "The other five boards kept within
their incomes. There was a time when the
leverage of a debt was believed to be essen-
tial to the success of a missionary Board,
but that method of raising funds in the Pres-
byterian Church is no longer acceptable or
profitable. It is to be hoped that the Church
will clear away the indebtedness of the
Home Board, for which object some $50,000
has been already given, and also the heavy
Incumbrance upon the work among the
Freedmen.

The consolidation of The Assembly Herald
and The Church at Home and Abroad, ordered
by the last Assembly, has been accom-
plished. The office of the new magazine,

‘'which bears the name The Assembly Herald,

is at 156 F'ifth avenue, N. Y. City. The Rev.
Wm. H. Hubbard, editor of the old Assembly
Herald, has not accepted the position of edi-
tor of the new magazine, to which he was
chosen by the Assembly, and for the time
being the committee in charge is assisted in
the production of the magazine by the Rev.
Albert B. Robinson. Mr. Robinson has
earned the thanks of the Church by the ad-
mirable manner in which he performed for
two years the dutles of editor of The Church
at Home and Abroad.

The attention of the last Assembly
was called to a book by Prof. Arthur
C. McGiffert, entitled * Christianity In
the Apostolic Age.” The Assembly, by vir-
tue of its power to criticise a book without
arralgning the author as a heretic, made a
deliverance which in part was as follows:
“The General Assembly deplores the renew-
al of controversy occasioned by the publica-
tion of this book at a time when our recent
divisions were scarcely healed. It sympa-
thizes with the widespread belief that the
utterances of Dr. McGiffert are inconsistent
with the teachings of Scripture as interpret-
ed by the Presbyterian Church and by
evangelical Christendom. The Assembly,
therefore, In the spirit of kindness no less
than in devotion to the truth, counsels Dr.
McGiffert to reconsider the questionable
views set forth in his book, and if he can-
not conform his book with the standards of
our Church, then peaceably to withdraw
from the Presbyterian ministry.” Broadly
stated, this action of the Assembly means
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that the Presbyterian Church in the U. 8. A.
is_a Confessional, not a Comprehensive,
Church. It is a Church with a creed, and re-
quires that its ministers- and other officers
shall be loyal thereto.

‘'In the connection just stated,-it is of im-
portance as showing the trend of thought
in the Church that the Assembly authorized
the Board of Foreign Missions to put to can-
didates for missionary appointments, when
they are laymen or women, the questions re-
quired to be asked of ministers at ordination,
with the additional queston: Have you
any views at variance with these doctrines,
or any views of Church government which
would prevent your cordial co-operation
with the missionaries of the Presbyterian
Church in the U. S. A.?”

The Presbyteries and the General Assem-
bly, acting conjointly under the constitution,
adopted a new section of Chapter 9 of the
Form of Government, by which the worship
of the congregation, including the musical
service, has been formally placed under the
control of the Session, and also the déter-
mination of the uses to which church build-
ings may be put. This is the definite and ap-
propriate ending of the controversy as be-
tween the rights of Boards of Trustees and
the powers of Church Sessions. Trustees
are hereafter to be limited to the jurisdiction
which belongs to them by the civil law, the
care of church buildings and the manage-
ment of church funds. The vote in favor of
the change was 180 Presbyteries in the af-
firmative to 11 in the negative.

At the last General Assembly the 250th
anniversary of the Westminster Assembly
of Divines was celebrated. An entire day
was devoted thereto, sessions being held
morning, afternoon and evening. All parties
- tn the Church were represented among the
speakers, and the addresses have been issued
in a volume by the Presbyterian Board of
Publication. The celebration in all its fea-
tures is one of the many evidences that Cal-
vinism as a system of thought and practice
is still 2 mighty force in the world. The per-
sons who imagine that it is either moribund
or dead simply exhibit their own narrowness
both of thought and view.

THE CHURCHES IN 18¢8
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Among the ministers who have died dur
ing the year we notice Wm. C. Cattell, D.D.,
LL.D., recently secretary of the Board of
Ministerial Relief; Gilbert T. Woodhull,
D.D., professor in Lincoln University; Sam-
uel A. Muchmore, D.D., for many years edi-
tor of The Presbyterian, and John Hall, D.D.,

‘LL.D., pastor. of the Fifth Avenue Presby-

terian Church, New York.

But one ad interim committee was appoint-
ed by ‘the last General Assembly, that on the
subject of reduced representation, with J. F.
Patterson, D.D., of Orange, N. J., as chalir-
man. This cominittee was occasioned by
the growing size of the Assembly.

The Presbyterian Church has been in thor-
ough sympathy with the war for the libera-
tion of Cuba, just brought to a successful
close by the United States. The Missionary
Boards are already planning work in the
new territories, over which for centurles
secular and ecclesiastical tyranny have
spread a pall of ignorance, poverty and su-
perstition.

The officlal se¢retariat has been changed
during the year only in connection with the
Board of Home Missions, Chas. L. Thomp-
son, D.D., having been elected secretary in
place of Wm. Charles Roberts, D.D., and D.
J. McMillan, D.D., resigned. John Dixon,
D.D., has been associated with Dr. Thomp-
son as assistant secretary, and the Rev. D.
Stuart Dodge has been elected in the place
of Dr. John Hall as president.

The outlook for the year 1899 is better
than for the year closing, with more favor-
able financial prospects and with the noon-
tide of peace both in Church and State. As-
suredly great results may be expected from
the work of a Church which has 7,180 min-
isters, 7,635 churches, 8 missionary and be-
nevolent boards, 14 theological seminaries
and 4,177 missionaries and missionary teach-
ers, half of them in foreign lands. Further,
a Church which raised nearly $14,000,000 for
congregational expenses and missionary
purposes during the last fiscal year should
be able to increase largely its gifts during
the closing year of the century. The Meth-
odists have put their mark at $20,000,000,
what will the Presbyterians do?

PHILADELPHIA, PaA,




	Front Cover
	Survey of the World 
	Unpublished Correspondence Between 
	Children of Vikings (Story) 
	Review of the Churches, 1898: 
	Jews 
	Methodists 
	Episcopalians 
	Literature 
	Editorials 
	Religious Intelligence 
	Ministers 
	13 
	´ 85 
	913 
	Financial, Insurance, Pebbles, Puzzles, Personals 
	Theosophical Society 

