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I  Belong! 

Triumphantly  I  can  say,  "I  am  not  my  own.  I  belong."  I 
belong  to  none  other  than  my  faithful  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
As  the  peace  of  that  glorious  salvation  floods  my  soul,  I  re- 

alize that  I  belong,  not  by  personal  choice,  but  because  my  name 
is  eternally  written  by  the  loving  hand  of  the  Father  in  the 
book  of  life.  What  a  comfort  that  doctrine  of  election  and  pre- 
destination! 

I  belong  because  Christ  laid  the  seal  of  His  blood,  which  was 
shed  upon  Calvary,  upon  that  name  in  the  book.  I  know  that  I 
belong  to  Jesus,  for  the  Spirit  of  Christ  assures  me  that  I  am 
adopted  to  be  God's  son,  heir  of  salvation,  to  bear  the  likeness 
of  the  Father  before  His  throne  forever. 

Once  I  was  bound,  now  I  am  free.  Once  I  was  blind,  now  I 
see.  Once  I  was  dead,  now  I  live,  for  Christ  lives  in  me! 

— Cornelius  Hanko 
(See  p.  9) 
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HE  DISAGREES 

I  really  can't  believe  that  you meant  what  you  said. 
You  said,  "No  doctrine  of  revela- 

tion can  be  considered  complete  un- 
less it  makes  room  for  the  experi- 
ence of  Augustine  whose  conversion 

began  with  the  voice  he  heard, 
'Take,  read!'  God  was  in  the  voice 
as  well  as  in  what  Augustine  took 

and  read." Literally,  I  suppose,  you  can  de- 
fend that,  although  I  have  to  won- 

der how  you  can  know  that  God 
was  in  that  voice  rather  than  it  just 
being  a  coincidence. 

But  you  make  it  sound  like  the 
two  "words"  are  of  the  same  qual- 

ity— that  what  Augustine  heard  from 
the  next  courtyard  was  of  the  same 
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certainty  as  what  he  read  a  few  in. 
utes  later. 

If  I  followed  that  reasonin  J 
could  find  God  speaking  to  me 
hundreds  of  other  sources.  I  t  nk 
that  could  be  dangerous,  and  sh 
you  had  separated  rather  than  im- 
bined  those  two  forms  of  revelam. — Fred  Wagner 

Atlanta,  Ga.  sl 
There  was  only  one  revelation,  h. 
Word,  but  the  Spirit  used  the  v  «, 

—Ed. 

AS  IT  IS 
The  May  18  issue  of  the  jm 

nwl  was  superb.  You  told  it  exE.il 
as  it  is.  The  scandal  needs  to* 
known  far  and  wide.  The  UPC1A 
received  some  250,000  member' in 
the  take  -over  of  the  UPNA  in  1  8 
Many  of  those  who  voted  for  at 
union  are  sick  at  soul  now.  la 

just  didn't  know! I  recall  well  J.  Howard  Pew's  1 
vice  prior  to  1958:  "Do  not  joinjl PCUSA.  Your  conservative  v* 
would  be  lost — silenced."  His  wds 
were  prophetic. 

The  only  item  omitted  from  y§ 
account  of  the  Church  scandals  in 
the  May  18  issue)  was  the  iteme- 
ported  in  the  Presbyterian  Layrm 
of  June-July  1976.  Entitled,  A Ten-Year  Trend  in  Church  Mi 
bership,"  it  reported  that  1 
UPCUSA  had  lost  638,348  meirit  j1 

An  equal  loss  of  clients,  custom1 etc.,  in  the  business  world 
call  for  an  investigation  and  reve of  policy. 

—Name  With! 

AT  HOME,  TOO 
Please  allow  me  to  say  thank 

for  the  account  of  the  young  Hi 
("Bridge  of  Death — or  Life,"  J< 
nal,  May  11)  who  was  saved  fi suicide  and  then  really  saved.  1 
account  came  at  a  very  timely  : 
ment  for  us  in  the  U.  S.  A.,  e 
though  it  happened  in  his  na India. 
With  all  the  activity  of  cult 

proponents  of  Eastern  pagan  r 
gions — even  witchcraft  and  Sa] 
worship — prevalent  in  our  cour: 
today,  we  who  call  ourselves  "Ch tian"  need  to  examine  our  own 
tivities.  We  need  to  determine  if 
are  what  we  say  we  are. 

Are  we  living  lives  that  will  m 
others  see  an  inner  peace  that  t 
may  not  have?  Or,  do  we  go 
church  on  Sunday  and  live  likt 
pagan  Monday  through  Saturday If  we  are  to  call  ourselves  Chi 
tians,  we  surely  need  to  ask  our  L«J 



EDITORIALS 

An  Impressive  Testimony 
In  the  news  pages  of  this  and  the 

immediate  past  issue  of  the  Journal 
we  have  the  story  of  the  latest  Gen- 

eral Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  Evangelical  Synod.  In- 

creasingly, it  is  becoming  apparent that  the  RPCES  may  deserve  to  be 
recognized  as  the  most  progressive, in  a  basic  Reformed  sense,  of  the Presbyterian  denominations  in 
America  today. 

Without  surrendering  any  of  their distinctives,  or  wholehearted  com- 
mitment to  the  Word  of  God,  Re- 

formed Presbyterians  not  only  are 
growing  at  a  faster  rate  and  giving at  a  more  generous  rate,  but  reach- 

ing out  in  a  bolder  fashion  than  any of  the  other  Churches  with  which 
they  are  in  correspondence. Their  average  growth  rate  of 
7.5  per  cent  is  almost  twice 
that  of  any  of  the  other  Church- 

es in  the  North  American  Pres- 
byterian and  Reformed  Council- 

except  when  the  new  Presby- terian Church  in  America  grew spectacularly  through  wholesale  con- 
gregational withdrawals.  They  are 

planting  new  churches  (in  propor- tion to  their  size)  at  an  even  greater 

rate  than  the  PCA. 
Where  the  work  of  the  kingdom 

promises  to  be  better  advanced  by sharing  with  another  denomination a  cherished  institution,  such  as  a 
college,  they  do  not  hesitate. 
Where  a  genuine  Christian  ecu- 

menicity can  be  furthered  without 
compromise,  as  through  concurrent assemblies,  joint  conferences  or shared  commissions,  not  even  a  hint 
of  parochial  or  regional  jealousy  ap- 

pears. Their  leaders  are  statesmen,  not 
politicians.  They  enjoy  a  level  of mutual  trust  in  their  assemblies which  allows  the  election  of  best 
qualified  men,  not  politically  iden- 

tified partisans,  to  the  positions  of responsibility.  Their  spokesmen  are 
professionally  as  well  as  spiritually distinguished  before  the  watching 
world.  6 They  are  small  enough  to  trust one  another  and  large  enough  to  un- dertake ambitious  projects. 
We  salute  them  as  brethren  who 

increasingly  are  manifesting  the  tes- 
timony that  best  represents  the  Re- formed faith  in  our  time.  ffl 

The  Early  Church's  View 
What  did  the  earliest  Christians 

believe  and  teach  about  the  prac- tice of  abortion — an  issue  very  much before  the  world  today? 
John  A.  T.  Robinson  of  Oxford, after  redating  the  New  Testament 

in  a  new  book,  goes  on  to  redate 
the  Apostolic  Fathers  (those  who had  been  in  direct  touch  with  the 
apostles).  He  brings  the  date  of the  Letter  of  Barnabas  to  about  75 A.D.;  and  follows  Jean  A.  Audet  in dating  the  Didache  or  the  "Teach- 

ing of  the  Twelve  Apostles"  to  40- 60  A.D. 
These  two  documents  each  quote large  sections  of  The  Two  Ways, which  thus  must  antedate  both  of them.  This  would  mean  The  Two 

Ways  must  have  appeared  in  the middle  of  the  first  century,  and would  make  its  teaching  and  prac- tice to  be  that  of  the  Apostolic 

Church.  Indeed,  even  a  somewhat later  dating  would  still  mean  that 
it  represents  the  ethical  conduct  of 
the  Apostolic  Church. 

The  Two  Ways  is  a  kind  of  cat- 
echism or  ethical  code  based  on  the 

Sermon  on  the  Mount  and  on  the Ten  Commandments.  It  sets  forth 
first  The  Way  of  Light/Life  and 
then  The  Way  of  Darkness/Death. 

Under  The  Way  of  Life  as  it  ap- 
pears in  the  Didache  it  declares:  "Do not  murder  a  child  by  abortion,  nor 

kill  it  at  birth."  Or,  as  the  same  is 
cited  in  Barnabas:  "Do  not  murder 
a  child  by  abortion,  nor  again  de- 

stroy that  which  is  born." 
Under  The  Way  of  Darkness/ 

Death,  the  Didache  cites  the  pre- 
vious document  thus:  "The  Way  of Death  is  this  .  .  .  Murderers  of  chil- 
dren, destroyers  of  their  children, 

abortionists." 

Barnabas  declares  that  this  J 
"is  crooked  and  full  of  cursing Murderers  of  children,  corruptee  0{ 
God's  creation." The  last  seems  to  be  a  referee 
to  the  fact  that  God  creates  huln beings  in  His  own  image  by  wa  of 
pregnancy  so  that  abortion  onle- mand  is  a  corrupting  or  destroy 
of  what  God  has  and  is  creating 
the  right  to  life. Has  the  Church  adequately  fl. 
sidered  that  abortion  is  counter  ot 
only  to  the  Roman  Catholic  bu  \\. 
so  to  the  Apostolic  Church?—)* liam  C.  Robinson. 

Do  You  Really  Care! 

Jeremiah,  the  "weeping  proplt" of  the  Old  Testament,  is  mostly  e- 
membered  for  the  disdain  VI 
which  the  people  of  his  day  recei:d 
his  warnings.  In  deadly  peril  id 
facing  their  early  obliteration,  u- 
deans  of  Jeremiah's  time  reacteco 
his  charges,  warnings  and  preso 
tions  with  indifference  and  even  Is- 
tility. 

The  vehemence  of  his  prophes 
has  even  resulted  in  a  common  wcl: 
jeremiad.  The  word,  according  o 
Webster,  refers  to  "a  prolon  d lamentation  or  complaint  abou  a 
condition  which  goes  unrecognid 
by  those  who  tolerate  it." We  saw  a  jeremiad  in  a  recents* 
sue  of  Firm  Foundation  which  « 
pressed  us  greatly.  The  edifl wrote: 
"We  have  almost  complety 

abandoned  public  education  to  le secularists  and  humanists.  Ai 
about  all  we  do  is  cry  in  the  nig:. 
Nothing  much  is  done  to  rescue  (r 
youth  from  the  wanton  plunder  s; 
of  reprobate  experimentalists. 

"It  is  time  parents  became 
cerned  with  what  is  in  the  textbo<s 
of  their  children,  and  what  fin 
they  are  being  shown  in  the  schodB 
Maybe  the  time  has  come  wh'jf teachers  have  to  produce  and  iB 
educational  system  has  to  produ, 
or  risk  being  sued  for  educatioil 
malpractice.    Maybe  officers  of  t? 
Church  could  be  sued  for  that  t<ij 

"Behaviorist,    secular  humani* 
and  'third  force'  psychologists  haw 
become  the  major  directors  of  pi!-? lie  education.    The  mental  conk 
tioning  of  students  is  being  based  i 
the  infamous  Humanist  Manife;) 
which  states  that  there  is  no  Get  '<■ there  are  no  absolutes;  there  is  :i  j 
right  nor  wrong;  all  ethics  are  s-I 
uational  and  the  acceptance  of  i 
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