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SERMON XXXIV.

A CAUTION AGAINST DECLENSION in the

WAYS OF PRACTICAL PIETY.

B Y

JOHN RODGER S, D. D,

One of the Miniflers of the United Prefbyterlan Churches, in the

City of New-York.

Gal AT IAN s vi; 9.

Let us not he weary in well-doing; for in due Jeafon

ivejhall reap, ifwefaint not.

TH E intimate knowledge of human nature,

that Ihines through the whole religion of

Jefus, deferves to be numbered among the evi-

dences of its divinity.

It hereby appears that its author is none other

than the author of our nature. This knowledge

is confpicuous among other things, in that apti-

tude there is in the dodlrines, the precepts, the

promifes, and the threatenings of the gofpel, to-

gether with the fads recorded in the facred ora-

cles, to govern the will and regulate the pailions,

as well as inform the underltanding. For this

purpofe, every power of the human mind is ad-
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drcfled, and every principle of aclion in the foul

is touched in the manner beft calculated to accom-

plifn thefe ends.

Among thefe principles, none more powerful

and operative, than the deiire of happinefs. A
principle planted by the author of nature in eve-

ry human bread ; and which, therefore, is a ration-

al and fcriptural fource of adion. It is not, in-

deed, the principle from which true love to God

fiovv's, nor ought it to be the primary fource of our

obedience. Thefe are the tranfcendent excel-

lence of the divine characJler, and a confcientious

regard to God's governing authority.

But though a regard to our own happinefs ought

" not to be the primary fource ofour obedience, yet

it is a fource, and we may, we ought to be in-

fluenced by it, in the whole of our Chriflian de-

portment. It ought to have a chief place among

the motives of our condud:, though not the chief.

This is evident from the addrefs to it in the words

of our text. Let us not be zveary in zvell-doing, for

in diiejcajon wejball reap^ if wefaint not.

There are two things in the text that defcrve

our fpccial notice.

An evil againft which we are guarded. Be not

,Tjeayy in zvell-dvi'ig. And ihc argwuent whereby

we are f^uarded ao;ainfl: this evil;, and the contrary

, temper and condudt recommended and enlorced,

. which you .have in thefe words; for in duefeafon
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wejhall reap, if we faint not : Reap a harveft of

eternal joy. There is a manifeft alluiion in our

text, and the two preceding verfes, to thofe re-

markable feafons of the year, feed-time and har-

veft. Be not deceivedy God is not mocked; for whatfo-^

fiver a manfowethy thatfhall he alfo reap. For he that

foweth to his flefhyfkall of the flefh reap corruption;

hut he thatfoweth to the fpirity fhall ofihefpirit reap

life everlafting. And let us not be weary in well-doingy

for in duefeafon zvefhall reap, ifwefai?it not.—Here

the apoftle compares this life to the feafon in

which the farmer fows his feed, and the future ftate,

to the fucceeding harveft. He, hereby, teaches us

this important truth; that our temper and con-

duct in this life, bear the fame relation to a com-
ing judgment and an eternal ftate, that the far-

mer's fowing his feed does to the following har-

veft. This life is the feed time, eternity the fea-

fon for reaping the fruit of our doings, whether

they be good or bad.

What I propofe from the words, by the aids of

the fpirit of grace, is,

I. Briefly explain the evil againft which we ai*c

guarded in the text.

II. Shew why we ftiould guard againft this evil,

and purfue a contrary line of condud.

Let us enquire, firfty what is the nature of the

evil againft which we arc guarded in the text

—

Be net weary in well-doing. And for this purpofv: ic
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is not improper we ihould briefly touch upon the

nature of the well-doing here intended, that we may
be enabled the more eaiily to underjftand, what it

is to be weary of it.

By well-doing here, we are to underfland, in

general, the duties we owe to God, our neighbor*

and ourfelves. Thefe are of great extent; they

are many in number, and important in their na-

ture. There is not a iingle relation we fuflain to

God, or to each other, but what is fruitful of a va-

riety of thefe duties. You will not expedl I fhould

enter into a particular confidcration ofthem in this

place. This would conftitute a fyftem of practical

divinity. Let it fuffice, at prefent, to obferve, that

they include all that the facrcd oracles mean by

piety towards God; byjuftice, benevolence, and

humanity towards our neighbor, and by lobriety

and temperance in our condud towards ourfelves.

Thefe the gofpel of Chrifl: teaches us with great

care. It teaches us, that denying ungodlinejs and

zvorldly liifiSy weJhould Uvefoberly, righteoiijly andgod-

ly in this prefent world; lookingfor that blejfed hopCt

md the glorious- appearing of the great God, ajtd our

Saviour Jefiis Chrift.

' Thefe duties are called well-doing, becaufe in a

confcientious obfervance of them we do well; we
comply with the approving will of God. Bur,

though this phrafe may be taken in this large ex-

tent, the connexion of our text with the preceding

part of the chapter, would feem to point us to
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fome particular duties, as more efpccially de-

ligned by the term; thofe that have for their more
immediate objcd:, the happinefs of our fellow-

creatures : Such as mutual love and forbearance

one towards another; compafRon to the dillrclTed;

humility of deportment and adls of beneficence to

all. The apoftle alfo appears to have an eye to

thofe duties, which more immediately tend to the

advancement of the caufe of God in the world;

particularly the fupport of the gofpel of Chrift.

Thus in the fixth vcrfe of our context ; Let him,

that is taught in the word^ communicate unto him that

teaeheth in all good things. And it is not improba-

ble but that the apofile may diftinguifh thefe du-

ties by the title of well-doings becaufe of their in-

fluence on the order and happinefs of fociety; and

the particular honor they refled: upon the religion

of the divine Redeemer.

The wearinefs in well doing, againft which we
are here guarded, ordinarily begins in the lofs of

that relifli for divine things, and that pleafure in

the ways of God, which the perfon may have had

in days paft.

In proportion as we take pleafure in any duty,

we are guarded againft being weary in it. And
this want of relilh for the ways of God, flows from

the lofs of thofe views of divine things, with which

he may have been blefl in the preceding courfe of

his life.

The native confequence of this is, the frequent

Dmifiion of the duties of religion.

Vol. IL LI
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Thus, when the perfoii who has accullomed

himfelf to fecret or family prayer, frequently neg-

lects thefe great duties; he has become weary in

wdl doing. And thus the man who has been

wont to attend the public ordinances of God's wor-

ihip, and contribute to their fupport, when he be-

comes negligent of them; when every trifle will

keep him from the houfe of God, or ferve as an

excufe for his refufing to fupport the gofpel, he is

weary in well-doing. Or fuppofe a perfon who
has given himfelfaway to God at his holy table, to

become negligent of this ordinance ; and repeat-

edly omit an attendance upon it; that perfon here-

by fliews he is weary in well-doing. God holds

fuch conducl as a pradical contempt of him, his

Chrid, and his gofpel, v/hatever thofe guilty may
think of it. This alfo is the cafe of the man who
relaxes in the pradlice of any virtue, efpeciaily if

it be a virtue in which he may have ftudied to ex-

cel in days pad. And it is eminently the cafe of

the man, who is lefs careful to be ufeful than once

he was, by Riling up the dutie3 of the flation v/hich

God has afligncd him in life. In a v/ord, the al-

lowed omidion of any known duty, to God or man,

efpeciaily the frequent omiflion of it, is an evidence

of being weary in well-doing, too decided to ad-

mit of a doubt.

The like may be faid of the perfon who re-

nounces the great doctrines of the gofpel, and ei-

ther embraces thofe errors which corrupt their

fimplicity, and defeat their efficacy, or difcarding



R O D G E R S. 273

all religion, avows the principles of infidelity.

This prepares tt)e way for that profanenefs in life,

which but too frequently follows upon fuch apof-

tacy from the truth. The man who having made

aprofefiion of religion, and had in fome meafure

efcaped from the pollutions of the world, when he

afTociates with the profane; drinks with the drunk-

ard ; throws off the reftraints which were wont to

guard his lips from impious language; indulges

to the gratifying his criminal paflions; proftitutes

holy time to the purpofes of worldly buiinefs or

amufements; and indulges himfelf in any fpecies

of iniquity, be it what it may, that man gives the

mod fatal evidence of his being weary in well-do-

ing. This is in the fullefl fenfe of the term, hav--

ing put his hand to the plough, to look back, and there-

fore, he is not jitfor the kingdom ofGod. Thus much,

briefly, for the nature of the evil, againft which

we are guarded in the text. And you fee from

what has been faid, there are feveral degrees in itj

againft the lowefl of which, we are carefully to

guard. Which leads us to enquire,

II. Why we fhould guard againft being thus

weary in well-doing, and purfue the contrary line

of condud,

I. Becaufe this evil, as defcribed, is a fatal

fymptom* of an unregenerate ftate.

True grace is a living principle, and wherever

it is found in the heart, it alv/ays tends towards

perfedion, Thus we read that, the path of the
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juji is CIS thefining lights thatJhineth 7nore and move

unto the perfc5f day, I do not mean to tell you that

true grace does not admit of decays; that God's

people may not decline far from their former life,

and adivity in the ways of holinefs; or that they

may not fall into fin to the great dilhonor of their

profellion.

We have many melancholy evidences that this

may be the cafe. Witnefs a Jofeph fwearing by
the life of Pharoah; a David, in the cafe of Bath-

flieba and Uriah ; a Solomon, in turning afide af-

ter ftrange Gods, when he had grown old ; a Peter,

in denying his Lord \ with others on facred re-.

cord.

And have no inflances of this kind fallen under

your own obfervation ? Therefore, though the firfl

degrees of wearinefs in well-doing, do not certain-

ly evidence the want of grace in the heart, yet the

lafl: do; and the firft fuggeft juft caufe of fear that

the heart may not be right with God ; and if they

be indulged and perfifled in, they afTijredly evince

the perfon to be in the gall of hitternefsy and in the

bond of iniquity. For though the true believer fuf-

fcrs his decays in grace, he has his times ofrefrefh-

ing from the prefence of the Lord ; and though

he may fall into fin, by the ftrength of his internal

corruptions, or the power of temptation; yet he

rifes again, repents of his iniquity, and doubles his

watch ; as you may fee in the feveral cafes 1 havQ

iuft m-entioned.
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Would you then, my brethren, afTure yourfelves

of the truth of grace in your hearts; would you

make your calling and election fure, fee that you

guard againft this evil in all its feveral ftages.

For even where the truth of grace is ; yet in pro-"

portion as you grow weary in well-doing, and that

in the lowcft degree, the evidences of your grace

diminifh, and you loofe the comforts of the divine

life.

2. Thofe who grow weary in well-doing, fo as

to forfake the ways of practical godlincls, loofe all

their former labor and pains in religion. It is not

enough that we begin in the ways of God, that

we fet out in the paths of piety ; but we mui^per-

fevere in xhtm.—we mull endure to the end; for

he alone that floall endure to the end^ thefame JJoallhe

Javed. And our Lord alTures us, that no man hav^

ingput his hand to the plough^ and looking back, is fit

for the kingdom of God. And God himfelf elfewherc

declares that, if any man draw back, my foul /hall

have no pieaftire in him. To the fame purpofe you

read, Ezek. xviii. 24. But ivben the righteous iurn^

eth away from his righteoufnefsy and committeth ini-

quity, and doth according to all the abominations that

the wicked man doeth.floall he live? All his righteouf-

fiefs that he hath donefhall not be mentioned: In his

trefpafs that he hath trefpaffed, and in hisfin that be

hathfinnedy in themfhall he die. And is there no
backflider in heart and way, in my audience this

day ?—None who having begun in the fpirit, are
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now ending in the flefh ? See the folly of your con-

duel, and attend to that awful threatening, ne
lackjlider in heart Jloall be filled with his own 'ways.

And this is juft; for your conduct while it brings

aiTured ruin upon yourfelves, highly refledls on the

honor of God, as a mafter.

The language of your condud: is, that you have

tried his fervice, and found by experience, that it

is unjufl, impracticable, or deftrudive of your

comfort. But can there be a reprefentation of

God and his ways, more falfe in itfclf, or diflionor-*

able to the Supreme Jehovah ?

3. We ought not to grow weary in well-doing,

for God is not weary in doing good to us. He not

only gave us our being, but he holds our fouls in

life, ^"j his vifitation alone we are prefcrved. In

him we live and move; by him we are fed, and

cloarhed, and prefcrved. He daily loadeih us with

his benefits. He giveih us richly all things to enjoy,—^

In a word, he is a God full of coinpajjion ajid gra^

cious; long fiiff'cringy and plenteous in mercy and truth.

Nor are thefe mercies purely of a temporal nature;

they not only fupply the wants of our bodies, and

provide for our comfortable accommodation in

life; but they provide for the comfort, the holi-

nefs, and the eternal happinefs of our precious

fouls. Of this kind is all the rich provilion of the

gofpel, with all its ordinances and graces.

O! the rich plenty and variety, the divine pro-

fufion with which Jehovah pours his blelhngs, fpi-
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ritual and temporal, upon us, and that with all the

unremitting care, tendernefs and aifiduity of a

God I It is bafe ingratitude then for us to be wea-*

ry in well-doing.

4. We have many bright examples of patience

and perfeverance in well-doing, to encourage us

not to be weary in it. This argument is urged

by the apoflle, in this very point of view, in the

following words. Wherefore,feeing we alfo are com-^

pdffed about withfo great a cloud of witnefjes, lei us lay

afide every weighty and thefin which dothfo eafily he^

fet us, and let us run with patience the race that isfet

before us ^ looking unto Jefus the author andfinifher of

curfaith. Many have trod this path in every age

of the world. It hereby appears to be praclicable;

and when we are exhorted not to be weary in well-

doing, we are only exhorted to hefollozvers ofihem,

who, through faith and patience, inherit the promifes.

It is a duty in which many have gone before us,

and fome of them in circumftances unfpeakably

more difficult, than thofe in which we are called

to it. Witnefs the many martyrs who have bled

and burnt for Chrifl in one age and another of the

world ; but we are not called to refji unto Mood,,

firiving againji Jin,

5. There is a glorious reward before us, ifwc

do not grow weary in well-doing. This is the

argument urged by the apoflle in our text; for in

duefeafon zvefljall reap, if zvefaint not. This re-

ward is not unfrequentlv conferred upon the peo-
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pie of God, in fome degree, when they come to lie

on a dying bed. Of this nature is that compofure

of rpirit, and that ferenity of mind, which they of-

ten enjoy in that folemn hour. Of this fame kind

is that holy triumph over death and the grave,

with which many of his people have taken their

leave of time.

Thefe arife fometimes from the review of a life

humbly devoted to God ; at other times, from a

fweet fenfe of his love (hed abroad in their fouls, or

it may he from both; but more generally they flow

from a lively and a fure hope ofeverlafling life,

through the atonement and intercefiion of their

divine Redeemer. Thus David, when lying on

the verge of time, could fay: Although my hoiife be

mi/o with God; yet he hath made with yne an ever-

lafiing covenanti ordered in all things and Jure \ for

this is all myjalvation^ and all my defire. And have

none of you witnefTed the triumphs of a dying dif-

ciple of Jefus?

But this reward principally confifts in that glo-

rious immortality, which commences immediately

on our departure from the body. Then it is the

believer's experience demonftrates the truth of

that declaration; Verily there is a reward for the

righteous. This reward fnall be conferred in part

in the refurrcdion of the juft. All true believers

in Jefus iliall then rife in honor and great glory;

but this is not all; there will be degrees of honor

conferred upon them^ according to the nature of
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the ferviccs they have done for their Lord in this

life. For as there is one glory of thefun, and another

glory of the moon, and another glory ofthefars, and as

onefar differethfrom anotherfar in glory,.fo alfo is

the refurre^ion of the dead. It will be no lefs con-
fpicuous in the judgment of the great day. Then

fhall the kingfay to them on his right hand, come, ye

hleffed of 7ny Father, inherit the kijigdom preparedfir
youfrom thefoundation of the vcorld. For I was an

hungred, and ye gave me meat; I vcas ihirfty, andye
gave me drink; I was aftranger, and ye took me in;

naked, andye clothed me; Iwasfck, andye vfiled me ;

I was inprifon, andye came unto me. Then Ihall the

righteous anfwer him, faying. Lord, when faw we
thee an hungred, and fed thee? Or thirfty, and gave

thee drink? V/hen faw we thee aftranger, and took

thee in? Or naked, and clothed thee? Or when faw
we thee fick, or in prifon, and caine unto thee? And
the king (hall anfwer, and fay unto them, Verilyy

Ifay unto you, inafmuch as ye have done it unto one of

the leaft ofthefe my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

This reward will not, indeed, be conferred upon
the fcore of merit. Our beft ferviccs are deeply

ftained with guilt, and wholly unprofitable to the

Moll High; but it will be neverthelefs fure. It is

rendered fo by the unfailing promife of the God
of truth. AndwhofoeverfJjall give to drink ujitoone

ofthefe little ones, a cup of cold water only, in the nasne

of a difciple, verily, Ifay u.nto you, heftoall in no wife

lofe his rezvard. It is on this account, that it is re-

Vol. IL M m
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prefented as an ad of righteoufnefs in God. He-
brews vi. TO. For God is not unrighteous to forget

your work and labor of Uvey which ye have /hewed io^

wards his name, in that ye have minifleredto thefaints^

and do minifter. Nor can any thing more ilrongly

evince its certainty, than its being urged as a mo-
tive both to obedience and diligence in the ways

ofGod; as in the following words: Therefore, my

beloved brethren, beye fledfaft, immoveable, always a^

hounding in the work of the Lord; forafmuch asye

know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. To
which we may add the words of our text. Be not

wea7y in well-doing; for in duefeafon we fhall reap,

ifwefaint not.

Again. It will be a full reward.

Never did the moft plenteous harveft reward

the labors of the hufbandnian more certainly or

fully, than the joys and glories of the future world

fhall reward the faithful, perfevering and diligent

difciples of Jefus. They iliall enter into the joy

of their Lord: thejoy unfpeakable and full of glo-

ry which he purchafed for them upon the crofs,

and of which he took pofTellion in their name,

when he afccnded up on high, and fat down at

the right hand of God : And theyfijdl ever be with

their Lord,

Once more. This reward will bear fome pro-

portion to our faithfulnefs and diligence in our

Lord's fervice here. It is one evident defign of the
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parable of the ten pounds, entrufted by their Lord,

to the ten fervants, to teach us this truth. You
have this inftrudlive parable, Luke xix. from the

•13th to the 26th verfe inclufive. And he called

his ten fervants, and delivered them ten pounds, and

/aid unto them, occupy till I come. And it came topafs^

that when he was returned, having received the king^

dom, then he commanded thejefervants to be called unto

him, to whom he had given the money, that he might

know how much every man had gained by trading.—
^hencame thejirjf, faying,Lord,thypoundhathgained ten

founds. And hefaid unto him, well, thou goodfervant.

becaufe thou hafi beenfaithful in a very little, have thou

authority (wer ten cities. And the fecond came,fay

^

ing. Lord, thy pound hath gainedjive pounds. And he

faidlikewife to him, be thou alfo overjive cities. And

another came,faying. Lord, behold here is thy pound,

which Ihave kept laid up in a napkin ; for Ifeared

thee, becaufe thou art an auftere man: thou takefl up

that thou laidefl not down, and reapefi that thou didji not

fow. And hefaid unto him, out of thine own msuth zvill

Ijudge thee, thou wickedfervant. ^hou knewejl that

1 was an aujiere man, taking up that I laid not down,

and reaping that I did notfow: zvherefore then gaveft

not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming I

might have required mine own with ufury? And he

/aid unto them that flood by, take from him the pound,

and give it to him that hath ten pounds. And they

faid unto him. Lord, he hath ten pounds. For Ifay

unto you, that unto every one which hathfloall be given

^

g,ndf^m him that hath not, even that he hathfhall be
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takeJt azvayfrom him. You will perceive the fums

entruftcd by their Lord to thefe fervants, were the

fame—to each man one pound ; but the improve-

i"nent is reprefented as different. By one it is ten-

fold—by an other five; and you are carefully to

remark, that the difference in the reward is pro-

portioned to the difference in the improvement.

The man Vvho had improved his one pound into

ten, was made ruler over ten cities; and the man
who had gained five pounds, was made ruler over

five cities. Seeing then there is fuch a glorious re-

ward in fure referve for us, let us not be zveary in

"dcell-doing. We have only to await God's appoint-

ed/time for the full enjoyment thereof: for our

text affures us, that in diiejeafon weJhaU reap, if

ivefaint not.

I fliall conclude with the few following direc-

tions.

1

.

As ever you would defire not to be weary

in well-doing ; beware of floth in the ways ofGod,

This is a fin natural to us; but there are few great-

er enemies to vital godlinefs than it is.

2. Beware of venturing on known fin; efpeci-

ally the fin to which you are mofl inclined. This

we are particularly cautioned againd in the fore-

cited—Heb. xii. i. This is what David calls by

way of eminence, his iniquity, I kept myfeffrom

mine iniquity,

3. Keep clofe to God in the way of duty. God
d^als v/ith us as rational creatures, and, therefore,
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requires that we fhould cleave to him in the vari-

ous duties ofhis appointment; this is the gracious

inflitution of heaven.

4. Endeavor to keep the end ofyour courfe full

in view. Be much in the exercife of that faith,

which is theJuhfiance cf things hopedfor ; the evidence

of things notfeen.

Laftly. Look to Chrifl for llrength to preferve

you from being weary in well-doing. Remember
that // hath pleafed the Fathery that in himjhould all

fulnefs dwell: therefore, we may of his fulnefs re-

ceive grace for grace. Be ftrong^ therefore^ in thegrace

that is in Chrifi Jefus, And thus flrengthened,

may you be preferved from fainting, endure to the

end, and in due feafon reap a rich harveft of eter--

naljoy.

^' i*: -%.
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