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PREFACE.
TO THOSE, who have feenthe plan and

circular letter fent abroad for the ex-

ecution of this work, little information will

he neceflary ; but for the information of

thofe, who have not feen them, it may not

be improper, or out of place, to fay—that

the following were the objefts in view, and

thofe which were publifhed as the founda-

tion and intention of the work.

** I. To bring into public view many ex-

cellent difcourfes now in manufcript, pro-

miffing great benefit to the interefts of Re-
ligion.

'' II. To unite in one work fome of the

beft performances of the day, as a fpecimen

of the pulpit talents of the time.

" III. By uniting the feveral moft impor-

tant religious denominations in one work,

to open the door for the more extenfive

exercife of Christian Charity among
Christian Brethren.

" IV. To afford Chriiftan families a com-
pendium of Chriltian inftruftion.
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''V. To prevent the farther importation

of printed Sermons, by encouraging the

pubUcations of our own country."

Such were the real, and, we truft, juflifi-

able reafons, by which the public were in-

vited to encourage the plan.

Besides the influence the plan itfelf

might be fuppofed to claim, it was fupport-

ed by the following recommendation.

" Having duly conjidered the plan of the

"American Preacher, now offered for
*' the approbation of the public, we take the

*' liberty offgnifying our concurreyice tn the

''fame: not doubting but it may well execute

^' the objects it propofes,

William Livingston, Governor of

the State of New~Jerfcy.

George Clinton, Governor of the

State of New-York.

William Samuel John son, Pr<?/fi<f7i^

ofColumbia College, and one of the Se-

nators of the United States.

Eli as Boudinot, L. L. D. Member

of Congrefr

The fuccefs of the plan and circular let-

ter, is fufficiently teftified by the exiflencc
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oF the work in its prefent form, as well as

by the refpeftable lift of fubfcribers who
have fupported it.

ii

It is not pretended that all the preachers

of the Gofpel in the United States, who are

juftly entitled to diftinftion, both for the

purity of their doftrines, and elegance in

ftyle, are among the number of thofe who
have fupported this work : but we believe,

that thofe who appear in the following pa-

ges, will be pronounced to have well fup-

ported the caufe they were fo indulgent as

to undertake.

Such has been the reception of our plan

in the prefent inftance, that we feel our-

felves juftified in announcing to the public,

a FOURTH VOLUME; and, in a word, a suc-

cession of volumes, fo long as the prefent

difpofition to encourage the work fnall con-

tinue.

In fupport of this plan we plead an incli-

nation, more fully, to execute the objefts

juft now recited, as giving origin to the

work ; and we add, a defire:

L To form fuch a colleclion ofdifcourfes,

as may amount to a fyftem of Chrillian

faith and pra6lice.
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II. By this fyftem to raife an oppofition

to error and herefy of every kind.

III. To direft the prefent prevailing dif-

pofition to liberality in matters of religion,

into a proper channel; and open the door,

for Chriftian communion, upon principles

ACKNOWLE|:)GED and UNDERSTOOD.

IV. To lay a foundation for the univer-

fal agreement of the Chriftian Church,

when the highprofpefts of futurity fhallbe

unfolded.

We pretend not to a fpirit of prophecy,

but find a willingnefs to hazard a conjec-

ture, that, under the fupreme and fuperin-

tending providence of God, fome fuch

fmall beginnings or dawnings of light, may,

eventually, be confidered as announcing

the approach of Meridian Day.

We are not backward to fay, that fuch

religious union, and influence as this work

labors to accomplifti, will add no fmall dig-

nity and SUPPORT to the political in-

ter e s t s of our country. To the influence

of law, it will add the energy of confcience

and moral duty; to the fubje6i,itwill admi-

nifter fafety and proteftion from the en-

.croachments of arbitrary power; and to
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all under its influence, will flied the richeft

of CIVIL and social blelTings.*

With the deepell veneration, v/e dedi-

cate our labors, and thofe of our brethren,

to the GOOD PROVIDENCE of AlMIGHTY
Gob, and to the patronage of the pioirs

of every denomination, into whofe hands

this work may come—trufting, that thofe

who favor it, will, in the perufal, find their

* ** A tranfient view ofthofe jdates and kingdonis, which have
** made the moll ftriking figure in the hiftory of the world, and
" which have been moll renowned for the felicity of their govern-
*' ment. v/ill convince us that Religion was by them, always, cdn-
** fidered as a matter of great importance to Civil Society.
" The greatell politicians, and moll celebrated Icgillators of an-

** tiquity, depended much on this, to give lan(5lion to tlieir laws,
** and make them operate with vigor and facility."

Reese : C« ihs hifluence of Religion in Civil Society.

«

" Oar holy Religion, by regulating and compofing the pa/Tions,

enlightening and exalting the mind, and purifying and meliorat-

ing the heart, conduces in a high degree to the peace and well-
*' being of focial life : It makes good men;—from thence, the tranli-

** tion is eafy and natural to regular citizens and obedient fubjeds,
** Where private virtue cannot be found, it is in vain to look for
** public: and laws are of little efficacy without good example.^*

Governor Patterson's Anf'v^cr to the Congratulatory Aii'-

drefs of the Prejbytery of NeiM-Briwf'wick.

** Another important confequencc of this difcovery, is an enlarg-
** ed liberality of fentiment among men. The liberality to which
** I refer, is dilcernable in the fpirit of religious toleration, which
" fpreads like a flood over the face of the earth. This toleration,
" when it becomes univerfal, cannot but accomplifh matters of the

*' highell importance to the v/ORLD. Truth and reafon will then
" burll with iirefillible energy from the dark clouds of fuperllition
** and bigotry—difpel the mills of error and abfurdity, and bring
" the GREAT FAMILY OF THE WORLD, to an uniformity of religi-
** ous belief and vvorlhi p."

Alfred; On the Progrefs of true Priiidples cf Freedom^
and good Ccicnnncnt^
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attention amply rewarded; and, in the end,

enjoy the high profpecls it permits them to

entertain.

We return our grateful acknowledgments

to thofe Reverend Gentlemen who have

contributed to the execution of this work

thus far—not doubting, that the contempla-

tion of having added fomething to the fup-

port of the great truths of the gofpel—of

having adminiftered inflruftion to the igno-

rant, warning to the impious, and edification

to the faints—but above all, the contempla-

tion of having laid a foundation for the pro-

grefs, unity, and perfe6iion of the kingdom

of the Redeemer, will afford higher reward

for their fervices, than it is in our power to

give.

In behalf of the interefts of this work,

fubfcribe

to the caufe of truth, a friend,

and to the public,

a devoted fervant—

DAVID AUSTIN.
jTilzabeih-Tou-n,

J.m. J, 1791-
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SERMON XVIII.
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THE FEAR OF THE LORD.

B y

JOHN R D G E R S, D. D,
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New-York.

amiMM—MumUHkM in4.<}<m-v'J""»—

P R o V. xviii. 17.

Be tboH in the fear of the Lord all the day long.

THERE is fcarce any thing that has a more

immediate influence upon our duty or our

comfort, than the due government of the paflions.

When they are properly diredted, they ferve as

powerful fprings of right adlion ; but unguided

by rcafon, and revelation, they are the fruitful

fourccs of vice, guilt and ruin.

Hence the wife and virtuous, in all ages, have

employed themfelvcs in forming rules for their

regulation. But it has been found more eafy to

prefcribe, than to reduce thcfe rules to practice.

Herein, then, the religion ofJefus has theadvan-

tage over every other fyflcm of morality, in that
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it not only prcfcribes the moiijufl and proper

niles for this end ; but provides the aflidance that

is requifite to enable us to comply with them.

This is the fpecial bufinefs of the fpirit ofgrace,

in the oeconomy of man's falvation ; and dircded

and afTiiled by him, we are enabled to he, and vjalk,

in the fear of the Lord all the day lor,g^ agreeably to

the precept in our text.

To enable you to underhand and improve this

important precept, in a proper .manner, I faall en-

deavor, by the aids of this fpirit,

I. To fliev/ vou what it is to be in the fear of

the Lord all the day long.

II. Enquire why we ftiould ftudy thus to be in

the fear of the Lord.

I. I am briery to fhewyou what it is to be in

the fear of the Lord all the day long.

Fear is a pafnon of the human mind, and (lands

oppofed to hope. It is that pafnon, by Vv-hich the

author of nature guards us againft danger ; and in

this view, when properly direded, is of fingular

life in the conduci: of life. It always has for its

objecl: fome evil, real or fiippofed ; and, in the

words of our tt^Xy with many other places in fa-

cred fcripture, its immediate objccft is the evil and

danger offinning againft God ; and the juft difpleafnre

of Gody in confeqiience of offending hinu To fear

thcfe, is to fear the Lord in thc.bcft fenfe of th^^
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phrafe. This is the fcnfc in which the churches

are faid, to walk in thefear of the Lord, and in the

comfort of the Holy Ghof, And in the fame fenfe,

the fear of the Lord, is faid to be the beginning of

wifdom.

But, to give you a fuller view of this grace, I

beg your attention while I briefly obfcrve

;

I. That it implies a humble reverencefor <3od'.—
A fenfe of his being, perfedlions and charadler ;

that he is t and that he is the rcwarder of them that

dihgently feek him. That he is a God ofpurer eyes

than to behold evil. There is no view of God that

contributes more to form the human heart to a

true fear of him, and a devout reverence for him,

than a believing view ofthe holinefs of his nature.

This is the cafe of the Angels themfelves, as we

learn from I fa iah vi. i—3. I faw alfo^ the Lord

fitting upon a throney high and lifted up^ and his train

filed the temple. Above itflood the feraphiius ; each

one hadfix wings ; zvith twain he covered hisface, and

with tzvain he covered his feet, and with tzvain he did

fly. And one cried unto another, and faid, holy, holy,

ho^y is the Lord ofhofls j the zvhole earth is full ofhis

glory !

There cannot be a more lively defcription of

reverence and godly fear, than that given us in the

condud: of the feraphim, verfe 2. You will pleafe

to obferve, each oneofthefe adoring fpirits had

fix wings, IVith twain they covered their faces—
6ruck with the^j^i^cfty of God, and unable to be-
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hold his glory ; and zvitb tzvain they covered then

feet—as unworthy to (land in his facred prefcnce^

though immaculate, and the higheft order of ra-

tional creatures known to us ; and zvith twain they

didfly—importing the alacrity, cheerfulnefs and

expedition, with which they execute the divine

commands. And the fource of this reverence,

humility and obedience, we have, verfe 3. It was

the view they had of the hulinefs of the divine

nature. For one cried unto another, andfaidy hoh\

holyjjoly is the Lord of hojis ; the whole earth isfull

of his glory !

A like effedt of the like view of this fame attri-

bute, we have in the condudl of the four living

creatures, and the four and twenty elders ; of

whom w^e read in the 4th chapter of the Rev-

elation of St. John, from the 8th to the nth
verfe.

—

A knowledge of the greatncfs and majefly of

God, has alfo no fmall inflrumentality in promo-

ting this temper. This appears in the cafe of the

prophet Jeremiah, x. 6, 7. Forafmuch as there is

none like unto theCy O Lord ,- ihou art great, and thy

-name is great in might. Who would notfear thee, O
king ofnations F To the fame purpofe are the words

of the Pfalmiil ; For the Lord is great, and greatly

to he praifed ; he is to he feared above all gods.

He is alfo a God of ftridl and invariable juftice.

A God %vbo zvill pnnifi iniquity, trarfgreffion and

fn ; and who will by no means clear the guilty^ with-

out an intcrclt in the atonement of the Mediator.
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If you add to all this, that Jehovah is an all-

feeing and a heart-fearching God, you will eafily

perceive, that this reverence, this godly fear juftly

becomes us. And few of the divine attributes have

a more powerful influence on this temper, than

his omnifcience, when properly underltood and

realized. That the eyes of the Lord run to and fro, .

ihroughout the whole earth—difcerning the thoughts

and intents of the heart ; and, that there is not any

creature that is not manifefi in hisfight ; hut all things

are naked and opened unto the eyes ofhim with zvhoni

we have to do. That no darknefs can hide from

him. That the fliades of midnight, and the blaze

of noon, are the fame thing to him. A fenfe of

our being always under the immediate eye of tliis

God, from whom nothing can be hid, naturally

tends to beget and cherilli this fear of the Lord in

our hearts ; to fill us with that reverence for his

majefly, that enters fo deeply into the duty enjoin-

ed in our text. On the other hand—ignorance of

God, and inattention to thefc perfections of his

nature, efpecially to his omnifcience and omni-
prefence, are among the moft fruitful fources of

that irreverence for him, which fbands oppofcd to

the grace I defcribe. The language of the finner's

heart and life is

—

Hozv doth God knozv ^ Can he "

judge through the dark cloud f" Thick clouds are a cov^

ering to him, that he fccth not, and he walketh in the

circuit of Heaven. He may not, indeed, venture

to fay it with his lips, but he daily faith by his

practice, the Lordfiall notfee, neither Jhall the God
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cf Jacob regard it. And, by the by, this irrever-

ence for God, IS the true fource of that rude and

unworthy practice of profane fwearing. A prac-

tice that infults all the laws of politenefs, and ren-

ders the man unfit for genteel fociety, while it vi-

olates the molt facred obligations of piety and

morality.

2. The fear of the Lord implies, an hahilual

care left we offend him. This is the genuine ef-

fed of that reverence for God, of which you have

juft heard. The more it prevails in the heart,

the more will it govern and influence the life.

—

The true fource of this care is, a lincere love to

God, and a defire to pleafe him. The man who

does not love God, and defire to pleafe him, will

not be careful, on juft principles, to guard againft

giving him otFence. Why does the dutiful child

fear to offend a kind and tender parent ? Js it not

becaufe he loves him ? Becaufe his hoaor lies

near his heart ? Thus in the cafe before us, the

more "w'e love God and his law, the more cautious

nnd tender fnall we be, left we fin againft him.

—

And this circumfpedlion ferves, not only as a

guard againft the commiflion of iin ; but it has a

powerful influence alfo upon the performance of
' duty. It ftimulates the man who fears the Lord,

to a confcientious and faithful difcharge of the

whole of his duty, to the utmoft of his power. It:

guards him againft omitting it in the fcalon there-

of; and engages him to attend, not only to the

matter, but to the m.anner of his performing it.
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In a word, this habitual care, this circumfpcc-

tion of condudi:, that we do not omit our duty to

God, our neighbor, or ourfelvesj that we perform

it in the proper time and manner; and that we do

not knowingly and wilfully fin againfl God, is li-

terally to he in thefear of the Lord all the day longs

and is one principal thing the Holy Spirit intends

by the precept in our itxt.

3. This fear of the Lord has for its objedl, the

juft difpleafure of God^ as due to usforfin.

That we have finned againfl God, and hereby

merited his highefl difpleafure, are melancholy

truths, that we do not, cannot admit of a doubt.

And hence thofe numerous evils that have fo uni-

verfally overfpread this world of ours ; fuch as fick-

nefs and pain, war and famine, poverty, difgrace,

and death itfclf ; and together with thefe, our be-,

ingjuftly liable to be punifhed with evcrlafiing de^

ftruclion from the prefence of the Lord, andfrom the

glory of his pozver. Moral and natural evil are in-

feparably connedled, and the latter never fails to

follow the former, in a greater or lefs degree. And
fince wc are finners, and confcious to ourfelves

that we are fo, we juftly fear the divine difpleafure

due to us therefor. Thus the Pfalmifl

—

My flr/b

trembleth for fear of thee ; and I am afraid of thy

judgments. Not to fear the judgments of God ia

this firuation, would be unpardonable (lupidity,or

a profane contempt of God. And this fear has its

intiuence too on the purity of the life, as it tends

"i guard us againfl fin, and is, therefore, one thing

U u



34^ RODGER S.

implied in the text

—

Be thou in thefear of the Lord

all the day long.

But it is necelTaiy to diRinguiili here, between

thatflaviili fear of God's judgnients, that deflroys

our peace of mind, and hereby incapacitates us for

the duties and enjoyments of life ; and that which

only fervcs to guard us againU: fin. The former

is that of which we read, i John iv. 1 8. The-ir

is nofear in love ; but -perject love cafteih out fear

;

hecaufe fear hath torment. He that feareth is not

made perfe5l in love. It is a flavifh fear of God's

Wrath, a defpairing horror of his.judgments, of

which the apodle there fpeaks. This is that,

which perfons under the power of a melancholy

habit of body and mind, fometimes have ; and

which alfo is the fear of thofe who defpair of the

mercy of God in Chrifb. But this is not the fear

which I at prefent defcribe. It is only that fear

of the divine difpleafure againft fin, that fcrves to

awaken our attention to its evil nature, and, there-

by, guard us againft committing it.

Thus much for the nature of that fear of the

Lord of which we here read.

It only remains under this head that we enquire,

what it is to be in the fear of the Lord all the day

long.

And this in general means, that we fliould live

under the habitual influence of this holy temper.

That we fhould carry it with us into all the duties

Sii the religious and focial life,,whether of a more
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private or public nature ; that we carry it with us

into all the bufinefTes and amufenients of common
life; into all companies and circumilances. We
arc hereby taught that there is no lituation, in

which we can be; no employment in which we

may be engaged, but what we (liould conflantly

adl under tiie influence of this tear of the Lord.

It fiiould rife with us in the morning, go forth

with us, attend us through all the various fcenes of

the day, and lie down with us at night. And this

fhould be the cafe with us, through all the days

and nights of our appointed time. Thus, he thou

in the fear of the Lord, all the day long; the whole

day of life; for the night ofdeath will fnortly come,

and put a final period to it. This, is the fenfe in

which, happy is the man that feareth alway ; hut he

that hardeneih his heart fhallfall into tnifchief

This leads us to enquire

—

II. Why fliould we (tudy to be in the fear of

the Lord all the day long ?

Mybufinefs, under this head, is to mention fome

of the many reafons, why we fliould be particular-

ly attentive to this duty. And let it fuffice, brief-

ly, to touch upon the four following at prefent.

I . // is an excellent guard againfi the commi^(fion of

fin; that fin which conftitutcs our depravity, and

which is the fruitful fource of all our mifery. This

appears, at firfi: fight, from what has been faid of

its nature. Can the man, knowingly and dclibe-
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rately, fin againft God, who has a fuitable fenfc of

his being, his perfections, his charader and his

government upon his fpirit ? No, the very idea of

his being under the immediate eye of that God,

who ferves as a folemn witnefs to all his tranfac-

tions ; a holy and a juft God, to whom he muil

Ihortly give an account of all the deeds done in the

body ; would check his career and deter him from

fin. Think you, my brethren, that the debauchee

who gives himfelf up to idlenefsand profane com-

pany; who vvaftes whole days, and it may be

nights, in the tavern, at the gaming table, or in

places of a flill more infamous charadler, that he

can have the fear of God before his eyes ? Verily

no. It is becaufe he is defiitute of this principle,

that the finner refirains prayer before God ; that

he dares to take his facred name, in a profane

manner, in his unhallowed lips ; that he dares to

get drunk ; commit uncleanncfs; lie ; profane the

fabbath of the Lord ; fteal, or otherwife defraud

his neighbor. The fear of the Lord would effec-

tually engage him to forfake thefe and every other

vicious courfe. It would fi:rip temptation of its

charms, and difarm it of its force.

Hence the fear of the Lord, and departing from

evil, are ufed as phrafes of the fame import. Be^

hold thefear of the Lord, thai is wifdom / and to depart

from evil is underftandiyig. And we read, Thefear

of the Lord is to hate evil. And, hy ihe fear of the

Lord mm depart from evil. This is the fenfe in

which thefear of ihe Lord is clcan^ enduring for ever.



R O D G E R S. ,349

It not only deters us from fin, and guards us a-

gainit it; but, as has been already fuggeited, it ex-

cites and ftirnulates us to lludy a thorough con-

forniiC/ in heart and life, to the approving will of

God. Hence the apoflle exhorts us to cleanfe our-^

felves from allfilthinefs of fleflj and fpiril, perfe^^ng

holinefs in thefear of the Lord.

2. \t greatly affifts us in the right performance of

duty. I mean here the duties we owe, more imme-

diately, to the moft hign God. Thefe, my bre-

thren, are numerous and important. They are

fecret, private and public. They are to be per-

formed in the clofet, the family and the fandtua-

ry ; nor is it pofiible for us to be the true difci-

ples of Chrift, without a confcientious attendance

upon them. And you will further pleafe to ob-

ferve, God juftly requires they iliould be perform-

ed in a humble and devout, a fpiritual and fincerc

manner. This our Lord teaches us with great

care. God is a fpirit ; and they that zmrjloip him^

muft worjhip him in fpirit and in truth. But to all

this, the fear of the Lord, as already defcribed^

greatly contributes. For in proportion as this

fear, or reverence towards God, prevails in us, will

the heart be fixed upon him, the glorious objed:

of our v/orfliip, in every duty. In proportion

hereto, we iliall be guarded againfl: thofe vain and

wandering thoughts that eat out the very foul of

our duties, and degrade them into empty formali-

ty. God requires with great folcmnity, myfon,

give me thine heart. A pirecept that particularly
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binds us in this cafe of duty ; for our God look-

eth at the heart principally, in all our approaches

to him ; and, indeed, he has a fpecial refped: to it,

m all our conduct.

Again. It greatly tends to invigorate the

graces of the fpirit in the foul, and to call

them forth into lively exercife. The more this

fear ofGod governs the man, the more adiive and

vigorous will his graces be. For the fame views of

the perfedions, character and Chrift of God, that

are the fource of the one, will promote the other.

Our time does not admit of {hewing you, here, how
this is to be efFecled. It muft fuffice, at prefent,

to obferve, that fo it is ; and you will eafily per-

ceive, how a fpirit of devotion is hereby promot-

ed. For the proper exercife of faith, hope, love

to God, and delight in him in duty, is that in

which this fpirit confifl"s. But, the more this is

in exercife, the more eafy, delightful and fpiritual

will our duties be.

3. This fear of the Lord excites us to the inipor^

taut duty of v:atchfidnejs^ and greatly affifis therein.

There is no duty of the Chrillian life more fre-

quently and ftrongly enjoined in the fiicred ora-

cles, than this. You hear our Lord fay. Matt.

XXvi. 41. Watch and pray, that ye enter not into

temptation. And again

—

And what I fay unto you^

Ifay unto all, watch. To this purpofe are the

words of the apoftle

—

V/atch ye, ftandfafi in the

faith ^ cjiiit yon like men, be Jirong.—Continue in pray

^

<rT, and watch in thefame zviih thankfgiving. To
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which accords his exhortation to Timothy

—

But

wajch thou in all things. And did our time adniic

of confidering, here, the many fnares to which

God's own people are expofed in this life ; fnares

that arife from the temptations of fatan, the al-

lurements of the world, and the depraved tempers

and pafTions of the human heart, you would cafi-

ly perceive the utility, importance and necefiity

of this duty. There are none of all the duties of

t\\Q Chriflian life, that have a more immediate

and powerful influence on the peace of our own

minds, or our conformity to God. It muft, there-

fore, be a Angular favor to be properly excited to

it, and aflifted in the exercife of it. But this is

the office of that fear of the Lord, which our text

enjoins, as appears from what has been laid of its

nature. For the man, who fears the Lord in the

manner explained, will not only watch againfl ev-

ery kind of fin, but alfo thofe c ireum(lances of

temptation that lead to it.

4. God recommends this duty to our fiiuly and prac-

tice, by his divine authority,—This he does by the

high encomiums he bellows upon it, and that

with this exprefs view. It is zvifdom, it is under^

fianding. Thus in Job

—

Behold the fear of the

Lord, that is wifdom, and to depart from evil, is un-.

derflanding. And in Proverbs

—

"Thefear ofthe Lord

is the beginning of knowledge ; or, as the Hebrew

word will well admit of being rendered, it is the

principal, or grand conftiiuent part of true knowledge,

4.nd again

—

V^efear of the Lord is the beginning cf
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wifdom ; and the knowled^^e of the holy^ is underftand^

ing. The fear of the Lord is flrong confidence ; and

his childrenfhall have a place of refuge, Thefear of

the Lord is a fountain of lifey to departfrom thefnares

of death. Add to ail this, the duty before us is

matter of exprefs command, as in our text. Be

thou in thefear of the Lord all the day long.

Need I fay more to recommend it to your flu-

^"^ and pradtice ? Would you vvifh to enjoy the

comforts that flow from the purity of heart, and*

innocence of manners, which it promotes ?

—

Would you wifh to live a life of holy and delight-

ful intercourfe with Heaven, and be ufeful in your

day and generation ? Would you wifh to grow

daily into a greater meetnefs/^r the inheritance of

thefaints in light ? In a word, would you wifh to

die in peace, and go to be ever with the Lord ? Be
thou in the fear of the Lord all the day long. And
for this purpofe I befeech you,

I. Study to acquire more and more of the

knowledge of God ; the knowledge of his perfec-

tions, charadler and government ,- efpecially as

they are manifefted in and through his fon Jefus

Chrift. What has been already faid fliews the

influence this knowledge has on this fear of the

Lord. It is its true fource. Thu? it becomes

life eternal to know God^ as the only true God, and Je--

fus Chrify zvhom he hathfent,

1, Be much and frequent in meditating upon

the divine perfc6lions. Call up their various and
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inUmeroUs difplays to your daily recolledloh, and

dwell in familiar contemplation upon them. Thus

your fouls will be allimilated to them ; acquire

correfpondenc tempers and difpofitions ; the

tempers and difpofitions to which thefe difplays

of the attributes of God, are defigned and calcu-

lated to form the human heart. This is one thing

imported in having our converfation in Heavenyfrom

^whence we lookfor the Saviour^ the Lordjefus Chriji,

And the fo general negledl of this great duty of

meditation, is one of the fruitful fdurces of that

little improvement in the divine life, of which fo

mnany of God's people daily and judly complain ;

why they live and ad; fo much beneath the dignity

of their charadler, as the difciples of a holy Jefus ;

and often act fo unworthy the juft expedations of

both their God and the world ref]3edlingthem*

3. Be much in the great duty of prayer; efpe-^

cially be confcientious in obfcrving the returning

feafons thereof, private and focial—This has a na-

tural tendency to imprefs ourfpirits with that re-

verence for the divine perfections and charadter^

that enters fo deeply into the duty before us. And
not only fo, but in this way we are to leek, and ia

this way we may hope to d»btain thofe influences

of the fpirit ofgraccj by which.this fear of the Lord
is moll cffedually maintained and promoted in the

hearts and lives of men. My brethren, if you do
not make confcicnce of this duty, in^youi" clofets

and fimilies, fuch of you as have families, yoU
cannot live in the fear of the Lord. Therefore Jt

Xx
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befccch you, continue in prayery and watch in the

fame zviih thank/giving,

LaJIJy, To the duty of prayer, add that of watch-

fulncfs. You have jufi: heard the influence this

duty has on our perfonal conformity to God ; I

need not repeat it. Watch, therefore, your own
hearts ; attend to what palTes there.

Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out of it are

the ifjues oflife. Watch your lips, that you fpeak

not unadvifedly therewith ; watch your lives, that

you do not offend againft God's pure and holy

law ; watch thou in all tlmigSy and thus le thou in

thefear of the Lord all the day long.

May the Lord gracioufly enable each of us, thus

to cleanfe ourfehesfrom allfilthinefs offlejb andfpirit,

perfe5}ing holinefs in the fear of the Lord; through

riches of free grace in Chrift our Lord. Amen.

\».- v/ \v
r^: r^" r^K
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