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SERMON I.

Proverbs, xxix, 1.—" He that, being often reproved, hardeneth his

neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy."

It is plain, from Scripture and from facts familiar to

every observing and reflecting mind, that there is a

controversy between man and his Maker. It is plain,

too, that all the guilt of this controversy must be

chargeable upon man; that, while its adjustment

would be to his infinite gain, its continuance must

result in his infinite loss ; that God, on the other hand,

is perfectly holy and happy in himself, altogether in-

dependent of the creature, who can neither add to

his essential glory, nor detract from it in the least.

And yet the history of redemption discloses this re-

markable fact, that every proposal for a reconciliation

of this difference has proceeded from God only, and

that he has provided all the means necessary to secure

it, while man has ever maintained the attitude of a

thoughtless, sinful, and, if left to himself, persevering

rejecter of all his proffers of peace.

It is my purpose, on the present occasion, to review

some of the methods by which God administers his

reproofs and presents his calls to a settlement of this

controversy, and then to consider the awful conse-

quences that must befall the man who, in the language

of the text, " hardens his neck" against them.
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I.— 1. I observe, then, in the first place, that God

frequently reproves and loudly calls sinners by his

'providences.

These providences are both prosperous and adverse,

merciful and afflictive ; but strange to tell, the former

greatly exceed the latter. Everywhere around us we

see the bountiful goodness of God : daily we are our-

selves the too thoughtless, thankless recipients of un-

numbered blessings. God speaks to us for the most

part kindly, and always in love. There are very few

who do not experience more largely of his mercies

than of his judgments : there is not one who does not

receive infinitely more and better things than he de-

serves. Of his judgments we all see more than we
suffer : of his mercies we all share freely, while we

merit none.

The goodness of God invites us to repentance. He
makes his appeals to our gratitude, to lead us back to

obedience. We have forfeited his favor, but he mani-

fests his unwillingness to cast us off, until the various

expedients of his love have been tried. By unceasing

kindness he would draw us back from the world, and

ffather our affections around himself. He would re-

gain our confidence by constant displays of his for-

bearance and renewed evidences of his compassion.

But God also speaks to us by severer dispensations

of his providence. These, as I have already said, we

are oftener called upon to witness in others, and learn

the lesson which they are designed to impart, without

having it impressed upon us by sad experience of our

own : but not unfrequently God does lay his hand
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heavily upon ourselves, and warn us, in a way that we
cannot but hear, if we will not heed. Our earthly

fortunes are blasted in the full tide of enjoyment ; our

cherished hopes are disappointed in the near prospect

of a happy consummation. Our best laid schemes are

ever liable to defeat ; our brightest anticipations often

terminate in vanity. Health fails us in the vigor of

our days, and in the hour of fancied security we are

brought nigh to the grave. Friends desert us in the

time of our greatest need ; foes multiply when our

means of defense are fewest and feeblest. Our nearest

kindred are taken from our embrace, when our heart's

affections are most entwined around them ; the strongest

ties that bind us to the world are often, in quick suc-

cession, severed forever.

I would affectionately ask my hearers. Are any of

you strangers to these things ? Is there one here to

whom God has never spoken in some one or more of

these and such like methods ? Have his mercies been

so multiplied to you and around you, that his judg-

ments have been even far out of your sight ? Has he

never laid you on a bed of sickness, and taught you to

feel that you ought to make your peace with him be-

fore the great day of his judgment shall come? Has

he never impressed upon your mind the paramount

importance of eternal things, and the high interest you

have in laying up treasure in Heaven, by giving wings

to your earthly riches, frustrating your worldly pro-

jects, disappointing your cherished hopes, or humbling

your proud aspirations ? Have you never seen the ex-

tremity in which you felt the need of a friend on high ?
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Has no near and endeared relation, perhaps the partner

of your bosom, or the children of your love, the father

or mother who gave you birth, or brother or sister,

whom you loved as yourself—have none of these been

torn from your fond embrace, and your affections left

to linger around the tomb that enclosed their lifeless

remains? My hearer, it was God who did it; and

perhaps as to time and circumstances, more with ref-

erence to yon than to the loved one whom, you may

be permitted to hope, he has taken to himself. You

needed the reproof; and though severe, it was given

in kindness. God doth not willingly afflict. By these

things he designs that men shall live, and in all these

things, we ought to be able to say with Hezekiah of

old, is the life of our spirits.

2. I observe, again, that God loudly and solemnly

admonishes us by his Word.

Here he brings before us all those truths which we

ought to know, and in every variety of form that we

could desire, in order to arrest our attention and secure

our salvation. The perfections of his holy character

and the great principles of his government are clearly

revealed. Our own sinful natures and helpless condi-

tion, together with the means of recovery, are fully

exhibited. Duty is made plain, and all the motives

are urgently pressed which ought to influence moral

and intelligent creatures.

Without dealing longer in general statements, let

me ask, who is it in this congregation that does not or

may not know, from the Sacred Scriptures, that God is

a holy God ; that his government is a perfect govern-
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ment—administered upon the eternal principles of

justice and truth ; that sin is abominable in his sight,

and can never pass with impunity, but must meet its

desert in the offender or a substitute ? Who is it that

does not or may not know, from the Scriptures, that

he is himself a sinner, by nature and by practice ; that

the very thoughts of the imagination of his heart are

only evil continually ; and that except a man be born

again, by the almighty power of the Spirit, he cannot

see the kingdom of God? Who is it that does not or

may not know, from the Word of God, that there is

one only, hut he an all-syjicient Saviour; that that Sa-

viour has borne our sins in his own body on the tree,

so that God can now be just and the justifier of him

that believeth in Jesus ; that in view of this great sa-

crifice for sin, the arms of mercy are wide extended to

receive every returning penitent, and that 7ione who
come unto him shall in anywise be cast out ? Who is

it that does not or may not know, upon the authority

of God's unerring Word, that there is a day appointed,

in which the divine Saviour will sit enthroned in his

glory, and judge all nations ; that the decisions of that

great day are according to his own holy law, and with

special reference to our acceptance or rejection of his

proffered mercy ; and that those decisions are final and

irreversible forever—so that Heaven or Hell must be

the everlasting dwelling place of the soul, crowned

with inconceivable and unfading glory, or wrapped in

inextinguishable flames, and vexed with the torment of

eternal despair?

Yes, my hearers—we know all, or may know, (and

10
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if we do not, this is our sin and our folly,) we know,

or may know all that we need to know. The grounds

of difficulty between us and our Maker are clearly

stated; the means of adjusting it are all provided and

accessible ; the invitations to a settlement loud, and

affectionate, and full. And I would ask, What stronger

appeals could be presented than are in the Word of

God, to induce us to cease our rebellion and be recon-

ciled to him ? What more exceeding great and pre-

cious promises? What more terrible threats and tre-

mendous sanctions? What more awfully solemn and

soul stirring truths? Ah, my hearers, if all other

proof were wanting, the fact that we can slumber,

surrounded by light from Heaven disclosing matters

like these, Avith the knowledge too that we must all

very soon make the trial of their truth, would furnish

an unanswerable argument for our deadness in sin, and

consequent just exj)osure to the eternal condemnation

of God.

But we pass on to speak of other methods of re-

proof; and

3. Observe, in the third place, that God admonishes

us again and again by his miiusterivg servants.

There are regions of the world, less favored than

this, where this remark could not be made with truth.

But let us not forget, my hearers, that it is the discus-

sion of our own privileges and responsibilities which

most of all concerns us.

God has been pleased not merely to devise and exe-

cute a plan of salvation, and make that plan known to

us in his Word, but he has appointed an order of men
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in the cliurcb, whose duty it is to study that Word,

and press its great truths upon the attention and con-

sciences of men. He well knew the appalling and

death-like apathy that reigns naturally in our minds

on the most important of all subjects, the salvation of

our souls ; that though our rebellion was against the

God of Heaven, it was maintained not only with a

high hand, but with a heart ruinously reckless of the

consequences : and therefore, in addition to his Word,

which would otherwise lie comparatively unread and

unheeded, he has given us the ministry of reconcilia-

tion to reason with us, from that Word, of righteous-

ness and temperance and judgment to come : to urge

upon us continually its solemn admonitions and re-

proofs : to make known the way of life which it re-

veals ; and, in the name of the great Redeemer him-

self, to entreat men to be reconciled and saved : to

publish peace from God to all who submit to the terms

of his mercy, and to point out the terrible overthrow

of those'who despise his Son, their Saviour, and madly

and wickedly persevere in their rebellion.

As the ambassador of God, I stand before you this

day ; and, in his name, I solemnly ask, how often have

you met his accredited ministers, and heard from their

lips the message which he sent you—respectfully per-

haps, but with no earnest heed—or, it may be, with

thoughtless trifling and frivolous behavior in the very

sanctuary of his holiness ! Who that hears me has not

often heard, from the sacred desk, the holy require-

ments of God's law, and the gracious invitations of

his Gospel ? Who that hears me has not witnessed,
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in the outward administration of water, the significant

representation of that inward purification without

which no man shall see God ; and in the simple but

impressive ceremonial of the Supper, the evident me-

morial of that awful decease which was accomplished

at Jerusalem, when the blood of the Son of God was

shed for the remission of sins? To these repeated

warnings I add another, and I beg you to remember

that mercies misimproved cease to be blessings, and

turn into curses. You have, my hearers, like Caper-

naum of old, been exalted to Heaven in point of privi-

lege—may you not receive her doom ! Had you never

heard a sermon before, and should you never hear one

again, you have heard enough this day to render you

utterly without excuse when you stand before the bar

of God ! This indeed, the Scriptures tell us, will be

the case with those who never so much as heard that

a Saviour had died for the redemption of sinners ; how

much more with those upon whose ears these glad

tidings fall like the words of a tale a thousand times

told, and to whose heart Heaven and Hell make almost

no appeal, from very familiarity to the thought

!

4. But these are all monitors without. God has

given us two faithful ones within. The first which I

mention, is natural conscience.

There is in every man a moral sense or conscience,

which sits supreme amongst the fiiculties of his soul,

and approves as right or condemns as wrong his feel-

ings and thoughts and words and actions. It is not

indeed always right nor equally acute in its decisions
;

nor docs it always give the same verdict in different
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or even in the same individuals ; but to deny its ex-

istence for this reason, as some do, is to go contrary to

the plainest dictates of every man's consciousness.

We all have this witness for God within us ; and

whether well or ill informed, whether right or wrong
in its decisions, those decisions are according to what

it believes to be the will of God, for whose rights it

always pleads. As well may we deny the existence

of reason, or any other faculty or operation of the soul,

as to call in question this most deeply seated and

commanding amongst them all. It may be stifled, or

stupified, or seared as with a hot iron ; but we believe

that the man is yet to be found who is of sane mind,

and yet wholly destitute of a conscience. It may
even approve where it ought to condemn, or condemn

where it ought to approve ; but it is not therefore the

less really a judge of all that we feel and think and

say and do : nor will it either approve what it believes

to be wrong, or condemn what it believes to be right:

nor will it ever be satisfied while we do not respect its

decisions.

Of the existence of such a faculty or operation

of the soul as I have described, we all have the

highest evidence of which our nature admits—I mean

our own consciousness. So true is this, that we as-

sume it to be in every man around us ; and we respect

or despise others according as they appear to respect

or despise the authority of this internal monitor and

judge.

To bring this matter home, my hearers, let me ask.

Who in this audience will admit that he has no con-
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science? That there is notliing within which distin-

guishes between good and evil, liowever outwardly he

may confound them ? That there is no principle in

his nature which pleads the cause of God and right,

and creates a clamor in the soul when these are

wronsred and outraned"? You cannot do it. Con-

science itself will not allow it. Well do you know

its terrible upbraidings for wickedness which, perhaps,

the world knows nothing of, but which, conscience

tells, is known to God, whose righteous judgment you

cannot escape. Well do you know its daily remon-

strances for secret, it ma}^ not be heinous, and yet it

may be heinous sins. Well do you know the dis-

quietude which you often feel under its convictions of

guilt, when, at the same time, you remember that you

must soon die, and that you have neither found nor

sousrht an interest in the Saviour's blood. Well do I

know that your consciences occupy the ground that I

assert this day and at this moment, when I tell you that

it is not one of your least enormous sins that you have

so often and so long withstood every call of God's

grace to flee from the wrath to come, and, despite all

the convictions of your better judgment, have gone

on in thoughtlessness, and worldliness, and sin, at the

risk every hour of your soul's eternal undoing. In

vain do you say, peace ! There can be none that is

worth the name, till you find it in the settled contro-

versy that is between you and God. To that settle-

ment conscience urges whenever you give it the op-

portunity to speak, and often when you would be glad

to hush its voice : and if at last you appear before the
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bar of God an enemy unreconciled and peace not made,

conscience, you well know, will be your most bitter

accuser, pleading guilty to all the charges that shall

then be read from God's book of remembrance, and to

none more loudly than this, that you knew your duty

but did it not.

5. But there is a higher and holier monitor still

who condescends to dwell with men, and call them to

repentance of their sins and peace with God, This

monitor is the Holy Spirit of God, proceeding from

the Father and the Son.

" It is expedient for you, (said our Saviour to his

disciples in his last address, just before his crucifixion,)

it is expedient for you that I go away : for if I go not

away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I

depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is

come, he will reprove the w^orld of sin, and of righte-

ousness, and of judgment."

This, my hearers, if I may so speak, next to his Son,

is God's best gift to men. The Spirit comes to finish

what the Son began ; or rather to apply and seal the

benefits which he, by his obedience and death, had

purchased for his people.

How he operates we pretend not to know ; but this

w^e do know from the Word of God, that it is the

Spirit who alone works efficaciously and always power-

fully in the hearts of men, and presents his other and

oft repeated calls in such a way as partially, or wholly

and savingly, to awaken them to duty. It is an opi-

nion of the older writers, not easily controverted, that



80 SERMON I.

all the virtue that is in the world is to be ascribed to

the Spirit of God ; that but for the restraining and im-

pelling power of his grace, we should all be outright

and at once devils incarnate, devouring and devoured

of one another, and doomed of course to eternal death!

Abstract from the heart of man the grace of God

—

which in this case can only be the work and influence

of the Holy Spirit—and may be called common grace,

because, under the present peculiar dispensation of

suspended justice, that mercy may have its course, all

men share it in greater or less degree—abstract, I say,

this grace from the heart of man, and what have we

left but the original curse of unmitigated spiritual

death, fitting us for all the deeds of darkness to which

we shall be freely competent whenever God shall, as

at any time he justly may, remove us from our present

favored state to that world of woe where grace no

longer restrains and moves, and death triumphantly

reigns ?

These views show how little credit we may take to

ourselves for any virtue that pertains to our character,

since in this respect we are what we are by the grace

of God, and can credit to ourselves only our sins.

And yet some men are relying here alone for justifica-

tion before God ! Not upon free grace in Christ, but

upon their own works ; though these, as far as there

is in them " any virtue and any praise," are themselves

the product of God's gracious Spirit

!

To these common operations of the Spirit then,

acting through the medium of our understandings and
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consciences, are we to ascribe all those movements

within us which we all sometimes feel towards a refor-

mation of our lives, and addressing ourselves in good

earnest to the work of our salvation. They cannot

come from Satan, who never aims to j)i'oduce a salu-

tary impression upon the heart. They cannot come

from ourselves, since but for the grace of God we

should, like devils, be utterly destitute of every sem-

blance of a principle of spiritual life, utterly bereft of

the faintest feature of the image of God which we
originally wore. They proceed from the Spirit of

God, which ever strives with man, more or less pow-

erfully, until he is either savingly converted, or in just

retribution for his waywardness and folly, he is aban-

doned to hardness and blindness, and, as we may sup-

pose, to speedy death. It is this Spirit of the living

God, that impresses upon our minds and hearts the

appeals of his providence and word and ministers, and

gives life and energy to the remonstrances of con-

science. He is not restricted in his operations to

times, nor places, nor persons. Sometimes he moves the

assembled multitude to enquire what they must do to

be saved—sometimes he arouses the solitary slumberer

to cr)^ out at midnight for mercy. At one time it is

the preaching, at another the reading of the Word
which he causes to arrest attention and awaken feel-

ing. At others, it may be, in deep retirement and

without any outward exciting cause, the sinner is

made to take alarm at his very thoughtlessness in the

midst of so much guilt and danger. A general awaken-

ing is often spread through a whole communiy ; while

11
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at other times, two may be grinding at the same mill,

and one be taken, but the other left.

Have you, my hearer, never witnessed such things

as these ? Are you yourself an utter stranger to these

strivings of the Spirit—it may be, by other methods

and in other circumstances? Has he never followed

you, as if loath to give you up, into the very haunts

of vice, and inscribed upon the door posts, " This is

the way to Hell, going down to the chambers of

death !" Has he never checked the giddy thought by

the recollection that God was present and you immor-

tal? Has he.never disturbed your peaceful pursuit of

the world, by raising the question, " What shall it

profit, if you gain it all and lose your soul?" Have

you never been almost persuaded to be a Christian ?

Have you never found it hard to get your full consent

to let some favored season pass, and you remain un-

saved ? Have you never feared that the Spirit grieved

and once departed, would never more return and leave

you forever undone? Oh have you never dreaded the

bitter lamentation, " The harvest is past, the summer

is ended, and I am not saved!" Have you never se-

cretly prayed, "Let me die the death of the righteous,

and let my last end be like his !" Say, fellow sinner,

" Hath something met thee in thy path

Of worlcUincss and vanitj',

And pointed to tlie coming wrath,

And warned thee from that wrath to flee?

Sinner, it was a heavenly voice,

It was the Spirit's gracious call

;

It bade thee make the better choice,

And haste to seek in Christ thine all.
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Spurn not the call to life and light

;

Regard in time the warning kind

:

That call thou may 'st not always slight,

And yet the gate of mercy find.

God's Spirit will not always strive

With hardened, self-destroying man.

Ye who persist his love to grieve,

May never hear his voice again."

II. This leads me (in the second place) to consider

briefly the awful result of " hardening the neck"

against all the reproofs and calls of God's grace.

I need not stop to tell what is meant by " harden-

ing the neck against God." Have you thus far re-

sisted every admonition, and are you this day refusing

the invitations of his mercy ? Then have you up to

this very hour been doing the very thing. God only

knows how much longer you may persevere ; how

much oftener you may turn a deaf ear to his remon-

strances, before that overtakes you which is threatened

in the text. " He that being often reproved, har-

deneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that

without remedy."

1. He shall he destroyed. God hath said it, and who

shall reverse it ? I know, my hearers, that we like to

lay the flattering unction to ourselves, that all will be

well ; at least, better than we had feared : that we are

pleased to hear soft and smooth things from the sacred

desk. But God forbid that I should pervert his mes-

sage, or lighten the burden of his word ! "I am
against the prophets, saith the Lord, that steal my
Word, every one from his neighbor. Behold, I am
against the prophets, saith the Lord, that smooth their
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tongues and say, He saith, Behold I am against them

that prophesy false dreams, saith the Lord, and do tell

them, and cause my people to err by their lies and by

their lightness : yet I sent them not, nor rommanded

them." I solemnly admonish you, then, my hearer,

whoever you be that art making light of the reproofs

of the Lord, that destruction from God is in the way

before you. Go on, and you will overtake it. " God

is not man, that he should lie ; nor the son of man,

that he should repent : hath he said, and shall he not

do it ; or, hath he spoken, and shall he not make it

good ?"

2. But " he that hardeneth his neck " shall not only

certainly, but " suddenly he deslroyedy

God is merciful, but he is also just: he is long suf-

fering, but his anger, when it does kindle, is kindled

quickly. He does not threaten speedy (mark the dis-

tinction,) but sudden destruction : it may be long de-

ferred, but when it does come, it " cometh like the

whirlwind." Under the dispensation of his grace,

sentence against an evil work is not often speedily

executed ; and therefore the hearts of men may be

fully set in them to do evil. But, my hearers, though

delayed in mercy to you, the execution is none the less

sure ; and though judgment may slumber for a season,

it will one day break forth and fall upon the sinner

with terrific haste ! Though a sinner do evil an hun-

dred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I

know that it sliall be well with them that fear God,

but it shall not be well with the wicked. Tiie Lord

is a jealous God, and a revenger. He will take ven-
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geance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for

his enemies. The Lord is slow to anger, and great in

power, but will not at all acquit the wicked. He hath

his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the

clouds are the dust of liis feet. The mountains quake,

the hills melt, and the earth is burnt at his presence.

Who can stand before his indignation ? Who can abide

in the fierceness of his anger? His fury is poured out

like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him

!

Such, my hearers, is the prophet's description of his

coming. Can you venture to meet him as you are?

Will you close your eyes against the signs, and your

ears against the warnings that he gives you, and go

recklessly forward till his judgment shall surprise you

like a thief in the night, and there shall be none to

deliver ? For,

3. Observe, in conclusion, that he that hardeneth

his neck shall be destroyed, not only suddenly, but

without remedy.

There is a period in our progress in sin, my hearer,

it is a most solemn truth ! beyond which the mercy of

God goes no longer with us. Then our ruin becomes

remediless. Not tliat the mercy of God is so limited

that, it cannot, in view of the atonement of Christ,

cover sins of any magnitude and in any multitude

—

but that God has, in his infinite wisdom and justice,

himself fixed the limit to which the sinner may go in

the violation of his law and abuse of his mercies—but

not beyond, without sealing his eternal doom ! At

that point the Lord says, My Spirit shall not always

strive ! And then there is no more hope ! Where this
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limit is in any man's life we pretend not to say : God

only knoweth, as it belongs to him alone to say where

mercy shall end and justice begin. Perhaps few reach

it before death, but for aught we know, many pass it

long before.

In this view of the subject, my hearers, destruction

conies literally in a moment, and is irreversible for-

ever. One last neglected opportunity or call fills up

the measure, and God says, Let him alone! Tlie heart

is henceforward steeled against every persuasion, and

the Spirit of God, aggrieved, takes its everlasting

flight. The man may have no very awful forebod-

ings; but his end draweth nigh, and he cannot escape.

Often did wisdom cry without, and utter her voice in

the street in the chief places of concourse—saying,

" How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity,

and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools

hate knowledge? Turn you at my reproof." But

every invitation has been spurned, every warning un-

heeded, every privilege abused: and now justice as-

cends the throne. " Because I have called, and ye re-

fused ; I have stretched out my hand, and no man re-

garded: but ye have set at naught all my counsel and

despised all my reproof. I also will laugh at your ca-

lamity, I will mock when your fear cometh. When
your fear cometh as desolation and your destruction

cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish

come upon you, then shall ye call upon me, but I will

not answer. Ye shall seek me early, but ye shall not

find me : for that ye hated knowledge, and did not

choose the fear of the Lord ;
ye would hear none of
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my counsel
;
ye despised all my reproof; therefore

shall ye eat of the fruit of your own way, and be

filled with your own devices." The ruin now is final

and complete. There is no means of removing or

miti2:atins: the sufferino;s of the soul. There is no

Saviour to heave oft" the dreadful weight of divine

wrath— no Lazarus to dip his finger in water and cool

the parched tongue

!

My hearer, have you made your peace with God ?

Or, having neglected it, will you do it? As his am-

bassador, I make the proclamation of peace. What
message shall the waiting angels, the ministers of the

Great King, bear back to the Court of Heaven ? Ye

messengers of the living God, report it not to the

King of Heaven, that this is a stiff" necked people,

who harden their hearts against him

!

Let us look to the God of mercy, that his anger

kindle not against us, and we be consumed in his

wrath !
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Psalm lxxxv, 6.—"Wilt thou uot revive us again, that thy people

may rejoice in thee."

That the present is a season of great spiritual declen-

sion, I presume no one will deny. The absence of the

Spirit of God from the great majority of the churches,

unprofitable preaching and barren ordinances, the con-

formity of christian professors to the world, their want

of religious life and comfort and joy, the prevalent in-

difference of sinners, their hardness and even daring

resistance of the truth, and their warm pursuit of the

world in all its forms, impress our minds, and forbid

us to close our eyes upon the mournful fact. We may

take up the lamentation of the psalmist, " AVill the

Lord cast off forever, and will he be favorable no

more? Is his mercy clear gone forever? Doth his

promise fail forever more? Hath God forgotten to

be gracious? Hath he in anger shut up liis tender

mercies ?"

Such a state ought to be distressing in the extreme

to the christian and the philanthropist : and a revival

is most desirable and needful. That we may feel it to

be so, let us

I. Consider the subject in its relation to ovr country.

And here observe,
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1. First the iwUtical e7igrossment of our people.

National and state affairs largely affect individual

interests, and every man in our republican country

is a politician. The most momentous and intricate

questions of peace and war find their way to every

fireside, excite feelings in every breast, and elicit dis-

course from every tongue. The prolific press keeps

political topics in perpetual contact with the public

mind. The politics of the nation, and I may say of

the vt'orld, form one great absorbing theme with all

the people, and often exclude feeling and thought and

action in what vasthj more, and more directly, concerns

their individual welfare.

It must be so. We cannot change it. But we want

something to go with it, side by side, into every com-

munity, into every family, and into every heart. Yea,

we want some powerful principle to preoccupy and

permanently engross the mind, and give healthful di-

rection to feeling and passion, the basis of all action.

We want something to restrain ambition and covetous-

ness, intrigue and fraud and corruption, in the govern-

ment and in the people, and to diffuse, through all ranks

and departments of the nation, industry and integrity,

order and peace, the fear of God and the love of man.

Religion only can do it—the holy religion of our

Lord Jesus Christ. Our help, my hearers, is in God

only, and to him we should direct our prayer, " Wilt

thou not revive us again, that thy people may rejoice

in thee?"

2. Consider, secondly, the rapid increase of our 'popu-

lation, unparalleled in the history of any people. Al-

12
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ready we number about twenty-five millions of inha-

bitants, and doubling as we do, in little more than

twenty years, before the present century has closed,

we shall have one hundred millions spread over our

soil. These all have souls—souls by nature estranged

from God, and dead in sin. Long ere this the faith-

ful, who are now in the earth, will have failed from

amongst us ; and without the life-giving power of the

Spirit, we shall be left a nation without God, ready

for destruction

!

Religion, my hearers—true religion before God—is

our great bulwark of defense. If Christ shall make

us free, we shall be free indeed. Where his Spirit is,

there is liberty, and there is life. But where this in-

ward, spiritual liberty is wanting, the outward form

cannot long subsist. A nation of slaves to lust has

already lost its highest and truest freedom, and hastens

to its doom. The fear of God is the beginning and

the perfection of wisdom. This is true of nations as

well as individuals. It is righteousness which exalt-

eth a nation, while sin is a reproach to any people

;

and if in any case, in tiie strong language of Scrip-

ture, a land " vomitith out her inhabitants," it is be-

cause the land is defiled by their iniquities and their

abominations.

Let, then, the influences of the Spirit of God upon

our people cease ; let our borders enlarge, and our

people multiply, and iniquity prevail : and where shall

the next generation be found ? If we would produce

the leaven of religion amongst us, the spirit of life

must dwell in the churches. If we would keep up
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the present proportion of religious influence to our

growing population—and who will say that we can do

with less—we must have the reviving influences of the

Spirit amongst us. We cannot with any safety re-

main still. Our population is striding rapidly onward.

We want something to go with it. We want in the

people the wisdom of God and the power of God.

This is the Gospel ; and we want this in every heart.

Now, my hearers, God's Spirit alone can put it there.

Let us, therefore, direct our prayer unto him, " Wilt

thou not revive us again, that thy people may rejoice

in thee ?"

3. Consider, thirdly, the extensive spread of popery

and other errors over our land.

The Roman Catholics report about two millions of

our people as regular communicants in their church

;

and claim at least an equal number as more or less

under their influence. The principal source of their

rapid increase is the constant heavy importation from

Europe of a population wholly unacquainted with our

institutions, accustomed at home to strong restraint,

and ignorant of the right use and enjoyment of free-

dom. To these the Bible, which is at once the foun-

dation and the bulwark of our liberties, is a book pro-

hibited as dangerous to be read in the vulgar tongue.

And look where we may, we find errors springing up,

and prevailing more or less extensively all over our

land. These all proceed from darkness and corrup-

tion, and are more or less mischievous in their opera-

tion. Some of them reach down to the very founda-

tions of social existence, disturbing long established
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and well tried maxims of wisdom and religion, and

substituting in their stead the ruinous dogmas of a

carnal philosophy or the intolerant fury of fanatic phi-

lanthropy. Of many the whole and legitimate work

is to disorganize, and to pull down and to destroy

whatever is fair and good, and ought to be firm and

fixed in politics and religion.

What power, my hearers, can stay the progress and

restrain the wicked working of all these, but the

power of God ? And what agency does he employ to

set riifht what is wronsr in man, and to set bounds to

his folly and wickedness, so all pervasive and effective

as that of religion ? It is this that we want—a power-

ful and universal revival of pure and undefiled reli-

gion. And when our hearts are saddened at the pros-

pect of the desolations of ignorance and error, and sin

of every form and degree, let us remember that in

God is our help, and to Him let us direct our prayer,

"Wilt thou not revive us again, that thy people may

rejoice in thee ?"

4. Consider this subject, fourtWy, in connection icith

the destitution of ministers.

In West Hanover Presbytery, consisting of some

thirty-five or forty ministers, after allowing a fair pro-

portion of the population to other evangelical denomi-

nations, we have seventy-five thousand souls depen-

dent upon us (Presbyterians) for the ministrations

of the Word of Life. Of these, allowing (what is

largely above the fact) that fifteen thousand attend

regularly in our churches, we have remaining sixty

thousand souls, wiio are without the Word, and to a
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large extent desecrators of the Sabbath. The city of

Philadelphia has long been regarded as a sort of head

quarters to Presbyterianism ; and yet a few years ago

the corresponding secretary of our board of education

reported, that if we allowed eight hundred hearers

over ten years of age in every church of all denomi-

nations, orthodox or heterodox, there would yet be

one hundred and twenty thousand souls above ten

years of age, left out, without even a place of wor-

ship. If such be the statistics furnished by the most

favored spots and portions of our country, what should

we hear from our most distant frontier, where states

and territories are almost yearly added? The deep

and heavy tide, too, of our population, is, as we have

already seen, rapidly rolling onward, and has already

bounded over to the Pacific coast. And yet the alarm-

ing cry of a decrease, or the scarcely more encourag-

ing announcement of " a small increase'''' in the num-

ber of our candidates for the ministry, is from year to

year, resounded in our ears. Our own Synod reported

in 1842 to the General Assembly, nineteen candidates;

in 1S43, twenty ; in 1844, twenty ; in 1845, sixteen

;

in 1846, ten; in 1847, the same; in 1848, twelve; in

1849, sixteen ; in 1850, ten; 1852, ten. Average from

1842 to 1845, eighteen and three-quarters. Average

from 1846 to 1850, eleven and three-fifths.

We say nothing, then, of the millions of destitute

souls in foreign lands. We point to the wide spread

and still spreading population of our own country—to

the thousands of our own land, who are as sheep with-

out shepherds: and then, saying nothing yet of the
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soul in the world to come, but limiting our views to

the operation of such a state of things upon the pre-

sent and future interests of our country, we solemnly

and earnestly ask, What shall we do without revivals

of religion ? Let the still small but authoritative

voice of the Spirit be heard no more in our schools,

and academies, and colleges ; let his life giving and

sanctifying influences be withheld from the community

and from the churches ; let, as a necessary and speedy

consequence, the pulpit become vacant and the voice

of the ambassador of God be no more lifted to warn

and invite the ungodly, and to comfort and encourage

and establish the faithful : then tell me, how long our

fair republic and boasted liberties shall stand, and we
continue an orderly and prosperous and happy people,

as we are, above all the nations of the earth ? Truly,

my hearers, we have a goodly heritage ; but as its

foundations were deeply laid in principles taught in

the Word of God, so must the superstructure be firmly

united in all its parts by the same divine and imperish-

able truths, or the whole must ultimately fall into

ruins. How, then, ought our whole nation, as with

one heart and one voice, to cry out unto God—the

God of liberty and the God of nations—" wilt thou

not revive us again, that thy people may rejoice in

thee?"

II. The view of this subject, Avhich we have thus

far taken, makes its appeal alike to the patriot and to

the christian. But it has its sjiccial bcarivgs upon the

latter, which we jn'opose, in the second place., to covsider,

1. And first, its bearing vpon the walk of christians.
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It is the will of our Saviour that christians be the

salt of the earth and the light of the world. Why-

else does he leave them in the world, and not take

them at once home to himself? It is by these meta-

phors that he himself designates them, and indicates

the hallowed savor and redeeming influence that they

should diffuse over all around them. They are else-

where compared to leaven, which continues to spread

till the whole lump is leavened : and they are declared

to be " the epistles of Christ, written not with ink,

but with the Spirit of the living God." They are

represented as " a chosen generation, a royal priest-

hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, that they

should show" forth the praises (or, in the margin, the

virtues) of him who hath called them out of darkness

into his marvelous light." They are called the people

of God, bought by the precious price of the blood of

his Son, " who gave himself for them, that he might

redeem them from all iniquity, and purify unto himself

a peculiar people, zealous of good works."

Surely, my hearers, if we be the people of God, we

ought to show ourselves to be such. The Saviour de-

mands it. We have covenanted with God, in the pre-

sence of men and of angels, to do it ; and the world

expects it of us, and have the right to expect it. We
make high professions. God is our father by adoption

into his family. Jesus Christ is our King and our Sa-

viour, and our all sufficient help. The Holy Ghost

dwells in us as in his own temple, to purge out all in-

iquity, and, by his mighty power, subdue us wholly

unto God. We profess to have renounced the w^orld,
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to have chosen the service of God, and to live for eter-

nity and for Heaven. Surely there ought to be a dif-

ference between the children of light and the children

of darkness ; between those who are alive unto righte-

ousness and those who are dead in sin ; between those

who renounce tiie world and live for Heaven, and

those who love the world and pursue its shadows

;

between those who have the mighty power of the

Holy Ghost within them, and those in whom, as the

children of disobedience, the prince of darkness works

and reigns.

How sad is the time when these high professions are

disregarded as empty and vain : when these solemn

vows, which bind us to God, are forgotten and broken

:

when these holy and distinguishing privileges are neg-

lected and powerless : when the line of demarcation

between saints and sinners is nearly or wholly effaced,

and the christian is seen breaking over the bounds

which God has set to him, and joining with the

thoughtless and deluded multitude in swift and hot

pursuit after the deceitful vanities of earth ! Oh ! how

much better to see him living above the world : to

see him, by a holy life, separating himself from sin-

ners : to see him true to his professions, and true to

his vows, and true to his God, and true to himself, and

true to his fellow-men, everywhere and at all times

and in all things showing a burning desire for the sal-

vation of souls, an indomitable zeal for the glory of

Christ and the prosperity of his kingdom, a holy dead-

ness to earth, and a life hid with Christ in God

!

But how shall it be ? How shall this sad slumber,
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like the sleep of death, pass away, and God's people

awake to a new and vigorous spiritual life ? There is

nothing too hard for the Lord, and in him is our help.

In our need and our distress let us look unto him,

" Wilt thou not revive us again, that thy people may
rejoice in thee?"

2. But again

—

this subject has its hearings uyon the

evjoijment of christians.

We bless God, that our religion is not properly one

of gloomy austerities, and lifeless forms, and heartless

and joyless duties. Blessed be God, that the more

we have of it, and the more we yield ourselves to its

control, the more our peace abounds—peace passing

all understanding ; and the more our joys are multi-

plied—joys unspeakable and full of glory. Blessed

be God, that whilst this happiness is such as the world

cannot bestow, it is such as the world cannot destroy :

that even our penitence for sins, and our toils and

pains and persecutions for Jesus' sake, are full of life

and health and peace and joy to the soul.

But oh ! how sad to see the christian turning from

the fountain of living waters to the broken cisterns

that can hold none ! to see him so dead to the un-

speakable joys of a spiritual life in Christ Jesus, that

he turns to the world to satisfy with carnal- things the

earnest cravings of the immortal soul ! to see him so

insensible to the exquisite pleasures of doing good,

that he resorts even to doubtful, and sometimes sinful

expedients, first to get and then to hold his earthly

gains !—in a word, to see him so blind as to join hand

in hand with sinners to seek in the creature what, it is

13
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an immutable law of Heaven, shall be found in the

Creator alone

!

IIow nnicli more desirable is it to see in every pro-

fessing christian an ardent lover of his God, full of

joyful hope and trust, a devoted follower of the Sa-

viour, glorying, like the apostle, in distresses for his

sake—a temple of the Holy Ghost, resplendent with

the beauties of holiness and peace—a true, firm, and

faithful christian, wearing the outward expression of

inward peace with God, and of constant and confident

expectancy of rest and rejoicing and inconceivable

glory in the new and heavenly Jerusalem above.

God, my hearers, can do even this for us, and would

be sought of by us to do it for us. While, therefore,

we mourn over our worldly conformity, and grieve

over our guilt that we have so little experience of the

joys of his salvation, let us lift up our hearts in prayer

unto him, "Wilt thou not revive us again, that thy

people may rejoice in thee !"

3. This subject has also its hearings upon the reward

of christians.

Thanks be unto God, he requires no man to serve

him for nought. " The wicked worketh a deceitful

work," i. e. a work that shall disappoint him, " but to

him that sojveth righteousness, shall be a sure reward."

And oh ! how great is that reward ! Who can tell

what degrees of glory there are in Heaven for those

who love and serve their God with faithfulness and

diligence even unto death ? As it is written, ' Eye

hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into

the heart of man the things which God hath prepared

for them that love him."
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How small in comparison would all this world be,

if the attainment were possible, to its eager votaries

!

Yet how hard do they toil from day to day, and every

day of all their lives, that they may get but a small

portion of it at the most, and that uncertain at the

best ! They toil and strive, and yet perhaps die at

last without enough to give them a decent interment

!

How poor is the service and how uncertain the re-

wards of this vain world

!

But to see a christian turning from the service of

God, and from seeking after the high glories of Hea-

ven, to vie with sinners in the pursuit of the world

—

oh ! how sad is it ! What miserable folly is that

which would sacrifice one degree of attainable glory

at the right hand of God in Heaven forever, for all

the wealth, and all the honors, and all the knowledge,

and all the pleasure, that this poor world can possibly

bestow upon its most favored votary during his short

stay upon earth ! And yet, my hearer, supposing that

you are indeed a christian, who can tell how much of

Heaven you have already relinquished, and relinquished

forever, by loitering and dozing—to use no stronger ex-

pressions—during so much of your past life as a chris-

tian ! "We receive according to what we have done.

Will you go on, and relinquish yet more ? Is not your

loss already enough? And is it not high time to

awake out of sleep, and, reaching forth unto those

things which are before, ought you not to be pressing

toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of

God in Christ Jesus ? Oh ! can you afford, or can you

consent, to exchange more of heaven for earth than
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you have already done ? Forbid it, Lord ! Let every

christian heart here cry out unto God, "Wilt thou

not revive us again, that thy people may rejoice in

theer

III. But our subject hfu a most solemn hearing wpon

sinners.

We look around us at such a time as this, and what

do we see ? Countless numbers on every side, who,

utterly regardless to all appearance of their eternal

interests, eagerly press on to seize what they may of

earthly good. God seems not to be in all their

thoughts. Heaven and Hell are empty sounds, which

have ceased either to attract or to alarm. Eternity

appears to be of no moment compared with time : the

soul sinks into insignificance in comparison with the

body. The Heavens become as brass above our heads

and the earth as iron beneath our feet : but their

hearts remain hard and unmoved. Disease visits al-

most every household ; death cuts down one and ano-

ther of the aged and tiie young, who lift their dying

voice to admonish and entreat : but all in vain. God's

providences are misinterpreted or unheeded. His

ministers sound the alarm ; but all cars are deaf.

Christ is set forth in visible emblems as crucified for

sin, the Saviour that they need : but they still cry, by

acts louder than words, "Away with him ! We will

not have this man to reign over us ; and we desire not

the knowledge of his ways." Nay, brethren, we an-

swer from the pulpit. Do not so wickedly ; God sees,

and hears, and takes knowledge, and will iiold to ac-

count : hear him, and you shall live forever ; despise
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his mercy, and you perish quickly and beyond redemp-

tion ! And again, we hear the cry, by acts louder than

words, Away with him, away with him ! And give

us the world, the world, the world !

We look again, and what do we see ? "We see in

this careless throng our own neighbors and friends and

kindred. One sees his wife—the wife of his youth.

Another her husband—the hope of her days. One

sees a darling child—the occasion of many a tear and

of many a joy. Another an aged parent perhaps, still

living in the world, but no longer able to enjoy it, and

already tottering into the tomb ! One beholds his

sister—it may be the giddiest of the most gay. Ano-

ther his brother—possibly the ringleader of the most

reckless. All see fewer or more that tliey love—some,

perhaps many, that they ought to love dearly : these

all choosing the world, none seeking after God ! And

yet perhaps each one of the beholders has offered few

believing prayers, uttered few faithful remonstrances,

and put forth little effort to arrest the onward and

headlong march of even those who are nearest and

dearest to them !

We turn, and look again, and where are they?

They are gone, all gone to the grave ! And oh ! could

mortal hand uplift the veil that hides from mortal eyes

the great realities of eternity, what should we see?

Turn over the truth speaking pages of this sacred

volume, and read, and know : and as you read, think

of the lake, and the worm, and the fire, and the brim-

stone, and the smoke, and the torment, and the weep-

ing, and the wailing, and the gnashing of teeth

!
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But can nothing be done to break tlieir delusion,

and save theni from this dreadful end? Our best an-

swer, perhaps, is that of the prophet when asked by

the Lord, "Can these bones liveV"—"O Lord God,

thou knowest." Man's strength is weakness liere.

But nothino: is too hard for God; and he will l)e en-

quired of to do it for us. Let liim breathe upon these

slain, and they shall live. The thoughtless will be-

come serious, the sleepers "will be awakened ; the

backsliders will be reclaimed, the prodigal restored,

the spirituallv dead quickened into new life, and per-

haps even the hardened apostate renewed unto repen-

tance. Then, do we mourn to behold transgressors,

and to know their dreadful end? Oh ! let us look to

him from whom cometh all saving help, and plead,

with tlie 2).salmist, "Wilt thou not revive us again,

that thy peo[)le nuiy rejoice in thee !"

IV. We conclude with the consideration that this

snJ)j(ct. is closchj connected with the ilcchiraticc glory of

God.

To glorify God, and to enjoy him forever, we are

taught, is the chief end of man. Both these go to-

gether, and are alike the consequence of the life giving

and reviving influences of the Spirit of God. Doubt-

less amongst the works of God, all glorious as they

are, that of redeeming love and mercy furnishes the

highest exhibition of his glorious perfection. We hesi-

tate not to believe and to assert that the redemption

of one soul by the blood of Jesus Christ, raising it

from a state of sin and condemnation before God to

one of holiness and acceptance in his sight, more glori-
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fies God than the creation and garniture of a new and

untainted world. The heavens declare the glory of

God and the firmament shovveth his handy work ; but

these shall perish and pass away, while the work of

redemption shall stand ; and every soul that is re-

newed, and pardoned, and sanctified, and saved, shall

remain an everlasting monument to the praise of all

the glorious perfections of its Saviour, God.

Would we then glorify God and enjoy him forever,

to the utmost of our capacities, let us seek the con-

stant reviving influences of his spirit in our hearts,

without which we can do nothing, and all about us

must perish. Seeing, therefore, that the brightest

manifestation of his glor}^ and the highest consumma-

tion of our own happiness stand so intimately and so

harmoniously united, let us all hasten to embrace

Christ and his great salvation ; and that this may be

realized, let every heart unceasingly pour out its

prayer before God, " Wilt thou not revive us again,

that thy people may rejoice in thee !"

May he grant it, for Christ's sake !
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Acts, xvi, 30.—" Sirs, what must I do to be saved ?"

The history of this text has been read, and is doubt-

less familiar to you all. In obedience to a vision from

Heaven, Paul had gone over into Macedonia to preach

the Gospel. During his ministry, together with Silas,

at Philippi, a chief city of the country, they met with

a certain damsel who was possessed of a spirit of divi-

nation. Such possessions of the devil were common

in those days. For many days together this unfortu-

nate young woman, who was the source of much gain

to her masters, followed Paul and his company, say-

ing, " These men arc the servants of the most High

God, which show unto us the way of salvation." This

knowledge she, of course, received from the Spirit of

God ; who was further graciously pleased, through the

agency of Paul, to deliver her from her bondage to

Satan, and restore her to a sound mind and to the

liberty of the children of God. When her masters

saw that the liope of their gain was gone, they caught

Paul and Silas, and drew them into the market place

unto the rulers and magistrates, saying, " These men,

being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, and teach

customs which are not lawful for us to receive, neither

to observe, being Romans." And the multitude rose

up together against them, and the magistrates rent oft'
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their clothes, and commanded to beat them. And

when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast

them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them

safely ; who, having received such a charge, thrust

them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in

the stocks. But, blessed be God ! stocks cannot stifle

praise, nor prison walls restrain the spirit and the

power of prayer ! At midnight Paul and Silas prayed

and sang praises unto God. And suddenly there was

a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the pri-

son were shaken, and all the doors were opened, and

every one's bands were loosed. The keeper of the

prison, awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the pri-

son doors open, and supposing the prisoners had fled,

drew out his sword, and would have killed himself,

but that Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, " Do
thyself no harm, for we are all here." Then he called

for a light and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell

down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out,

and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" He
saw the truth of what the possessed damsel had said,

" These men are the servants of the most High God,

who show unto us the way of salvation ;" and con-

science smitten for his sins, which provoked the wrath

of that God whose power had shaken the foundations

and unbarred the doors of the prison, he falls at the

feet of his servants, and earnestly implores that they

will teach him the way to escape from the ruin that

impends over his soul. And they said, " Believe on

the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and

:^hy house."

14
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A more important question, my hearers, obviously

was never asked ; and the trembling anxiety and ear-

nestness with which the jailer propounded it, well

became the interests which it involved. It is not one

of those questions wliich concern the present life

merely, and then mainly the body, to which the men
of the world, by a common consent, allow an impor-

tance wliich absorbs all the energies of body and soul

for life; but it is one which rises infinitely above and

reaches infinitely beyond them. It is not, What shall

we eat? and. What shall we drink? and, Where-
withal shall we be clothed? These shall soon con-

cern us no more, and noiv they do it too much. But
it is, " What sliall I do to be saved ?" a question for

every man and woman of our degenerate and ruined

race, involving the interests of soul and body both,

the extent and magnitude of which will not be known
till eternity has disclosed what blessedness and glory

are summed up in Heaven, and what anguish and

horror are bound up in Hell

!

The text calls directly for an exhibition of the ivay

and tcrtns of salvation, and I have selected it because I

hope there are not wanting those amongst my hearers

who feel a deep and reasonable concern on this great

subject.

In order the better to understand it, it will be ne-

cessary to lay down some fundamental truths, which,

I think, will require but little extension of remark to

make l/icm plain and to secure your assent. I observe,

then,

I. In the first place, that TJod is a perfect God, and
his government a perfect government.
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Every moral and physical attribute, which is neces-

sary to the perfection of the divine character and to

the maintenance of the divine government, he pos-

sesses in an infinite degree. He is holy, and merciful,

and just : and whilst all his purposes are sovereign

and untrammeled by any creature, they never conflict

with any one of his exalted attributes, and are always

executed with unerring truth and exactness. His

laws, therefore, are perfect laws, and they will be per-

fectly enforced. As they all have in view the good of

the creature and the glory of the Creator, so must

their binding authority be universally acknowledged

and their righteous requirements be fully met. Under

his holy administration, there is no possibility of evad-

ing their force. They must be obeyed, or the trans-

gressor must suffer the punishment adequate, in the

divine mind, to the heinousness of every offence,

against His " holy and just and good" law. The

truly righteous—which can only be affirmed of angels

that never fell, are not more certain to stand approved

and blessed in his sight than are sinners to be banished

forever from his presence with his curse pursuing and

pressing upon them, unless there be a Saviour who can

stay the operation of divine justice against them, and

open the way for the exercise of mercy. "Witness the

case of Devils.

Thus is it ivith God: how is it with man? In an-

swer to this, I observe,

II. In the second place, that men are all, by nature,

depraved and guilty rebels before God

!

There is not one who has kept his law. " Not a
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just man upon Ccarth, that doeth good and sinneth

not !" Need I stop to prove what is confirmed by

every man's conscience in his own case, and by

universal observation of the lives of others? One

glimpse of the divine law—binding alike on angels

and men—in all its length and breadth, ought to con-

found the Pharisee, and stop every mouth before God!
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,

and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with

all thy strength." This is the first commandment.

Have you kept it ? The second is like it :
" Thou

shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." Have you done

it ? Let conscience answer, and we have the verdict,

already recorded in the Scriptures, " All the world is

guilty before God ! We have all gone aside ; have all

come short : and tliere is none righteous ; none that

seeketh after God ; none that doeth good—no, not

one !" This verdict we cannot escape : and the sen-

tence of God against all evil doers must, therefore,

certainly impend over us, " The soul that sinneth, it

shall die !" And though the full and regular execution

of judgment may for a while delay, it will come—and

when it does, it will do its work in righteousness.

But this is not all. Our carnal minds are enmity

against God. The desires of our hearts are opposed

to his holy will. His law imposes upon us restraints

which are grievous to be borne, and requires duties

which we have no heart to perform. "We love sin—if

not in all its forms, at least in the forms which we
practice. The life of saints has no attractions for us:

we prefer the pleasures and pursuits of the world.
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Holiness to us is a bondage and a burden : to forget

God, and do as we list, is the liberty in which we de-

light. Thus are our affections perverted : our choice

is fixed upon wrong objects: we are afraid of God,

but do not love him : we acknowledge his law to be

right, and his service to be our duty, and even profess

often to believe that it would be our highest happi-

ness ; but we do not keep his law ; we do not love his

service ; and our happiness we seek in self-indulgence

and in the pursuit and the possession of things which

cannot, and which God never designed to, satisfy the

longings of an immortal and sanctified soul.

Thus, my dear hearers, it seems that we are sinners,

and that we love to be so. And if any man be dis-

posed to deny either part of this proposition, I appeal

to his life, and to his conscience when duly enlight-

ened, to prove it all true. It is the doctrine of the

Sacred Scriptures, whose faithful mirror reflects here,

as elsewhere, but too perfectly the deep, inward con-

victions of the soul. The experience of us all is that

it is true.

From these two fundamental propositions of the

perfection of God's character and government on the

one hand, and of the guilt and depravity of man on.

the other, I deduce

III. A third, which, if less obvious to reason, is cer-

tainly no less clearly taught in the Scriptures. This

is, that in order to salvation, the law of God must be

satisfied, and the sinner must be sanctified. In other

words—without justification and sanctification, there

can be no salvation to the sinner : and any system of
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religion which fails of securing these two points, is

radically defective and altogether inadequate to the

exigencies of our case.

The necessity of justification at once appears from

the Scripture truth, the force of which I trust we all

feel, " that condemnation is passed upon all men, for

that all have sinned." The necessity of sanctification

is manifest from the Scriptures, which teach that with-

out holiness no man shall see the Lord. And from

the obvious consideration, that without this thorough

revolution in our natures, we could never delight in

God's presence and service, nor enjoy the holiness and

blessedness of Heaven.

Before I proceed further, the terms which I have

employed demand some explanation. Now, in order

to justification, the law must be satisfied ; and what

satisfaction the law requires, we shall better under-

stand by briefly considering its demands upon the

guilty transgressor.

In the first place, then, it is obvious that the law

demands the imniskment of the transgressor. The ma-

jesty and authority of the lawgiver and the law can-

not be maintained where the offender is allowed to

pass with impunity. So in human governments. The

sinner, then, under the perfect government of God,

must pay the debt of suffering which is due, or there

must be found a substitute who can do it for him.

But granting that such an one may be obtained to

suffer in our stead, this only exempts us from enduring

the penalty ourselves. It does nothing to entitle us

to a reward of blessedness. "VVe may be kept out of
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Hell—as we are this day by the grace of God—and

yet be infinitely short of Heaven ! This blessed re-

ward is due only to obedience, and as the sinner has

not rendered, and from the nature of the case, cannot

render this, there can be no Heaven for him, unless a

wort/ty substitute in the sight of God can, by a voluntary

obedience which he is not bound to render for himself,

satisfy this demand of the law and claim for the par-

doned offender the reward which is due to righteous-

ness.

Thus, I think, we see clearly what satisfaction must

be made to the law of God, that the sinner may be

saved. The penalty must be borne ; this keeps the

sinner out of Hell ; the law must be obeyed ; this en-

titles him to an inheritance in Heaven. And these

must be done by one who is not bound for himself.

And thus we see, too, what is meant by the justifica-

tion of the sinner before God. It is to pardon his

offenses and treat him as righteous, for the sake of the

sufferings and obedience which have been rendered by
a substitute that is worthy in the sight of God.

But allowing that all this may be done—that the

sinner may be exempted from the suffering which he

deserves, and be entitled to a reward which he has

not earned—something more must be done, before he

can enjoy his unmerited inheritance. The purchased

possession is of a kind altogether unsuited to his

nature. As well might we expect the wild beast that

roams the forest and lives by carnage, to grace a palace

and luxuriate on dainties, as that an unsanctified sin-

ner should delight in the holy society and service of
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Heaven. His desires, his pleasures, and pursuits, all

run in another direction. He has no heart for Hea-

ven ; no affection for those who dwell there. The

very thought of God makes him start with terror now

;

how can he stand in his presence and gaze with holy

and angelic rapture on his ineffable glory? Prayer

and praise, imperfect as they arc, are wearisome here

:

how can he sing the song of the saints, or vie with

anjjels to do him honor? He cannot do it. The sin-

ner must be born again. Old things must pass away,

all things must become new. The dead soul must be

raised to life ; the sinner must be made a saint.

We repeat it, then, that in order to salvation, the

law must be satisfied, and the sinner must be sancti-

fied. This brings us to enquire,

IV. In the fourth place, who is it that can take the

sinner's stead, and satisfy the law ? Who is it that

can take the sinner himself, and make him an heir of

holiness and life and glory ?

Here every system of man, whether devised by his

own ingenuity under the pressing sense of need, or

perversely forced from the Word of God, fails of

effecting the end, and leaves man a guilty rebel still,

with no right to Heaven, and in the road to Hell.

In vain do some hope that after expiating their guilt

by sufferings of their own, endured only for a season,

they shall reap the reward of their own righteousness

in everlasting blessedness. Their system assumes a

righteousness of which, alas ! it is the testimony of

God, that they have none ! It puts a period to the

penalty of the law, which the Scriptures leave with-
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out limit as to duration, while they assign the sinner

over to eternal destruction. It thus fails to meet the

demands of the law both of obedience and suffering,*

and makes no provision for the sanctification of the

soul, even though it had power to raise it to Heaven.

The flames of Hell may torment the body ; a guilty

conscience, nerved with strength, may rock and ago-

nize the soul ; but sin is not substance that it may be

consumed ; and sinful passions let loose in Hell, far

from destroying one another, or exhausting themselves,

become more malignant and vigorous from exercise.

Hell is a poor place to prepare for Heaven in

!

Equally in vain is it to tell us, as some do, that a

man or an angel may undertake for us and accomplish

the work. What man or angel, though the most ex-

alted, is not bound to love the Lord his Grod with all

his heart and soul and mind and strength, and his

neighbor as himself; and having done this, what more
can he do, that may be set to the sinner's account ?

What man, or angel, though the highest that Heaven
knows, could, in a few years of toil and persecution,

and few hours of agony before and on the Cross, make
satisfaction to the law for all the sins of a guilty race,

committed by countless multitudes in every genera-

tion, each deserving, according to the divine decree, of

everlasting destruction from the presence and glory of

God? What man or angel, though the mightiest tliat

God ever made, could raise a soul from death to life

—

thus exercising a power as omnipotent as that which
spake creation into being, turns the hearts of kings

like rivers of water, and breaks the chains that Hell

15
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has forged around its helpless captives ? And to what

creature, infinitely removed as they all are below the

'great and glorious Creator, will God allaw the praise

of" all Heaven to resound for the rescue of fallen man,

through the countless ages of eternity ?

No—It behooved another, far above every creature

and every name that is named, whether in Htavm or

on Earth, to undertake and execute for us. Jesus

Christ, the Son of God, coequal with the Father, in all

respects divine, stoops to take our nature upon him-

self. It is not man, nor angel, but God-man., or God
manifest in the flesh, that is our Saviour. It is he,

whose are the worlds and all the inhabitants thereof:

who holds in his liands the government and the law :

dependent on no being, and bound to none beyond his

own righteous ordination. Of his own account, there-

fore, he comes ; and, moved by no obligation but his

own merciful and sovereign purpose, he assumes our

nature complete, saving sin ; thus Jreebj subjecting hhn-

sclf to the hnv, that he may meet all its demands upon

the sinner, and not only deliver him from eternal death,

but secure for him everlasting life. To purchase Hea-

ven, he obeys the law: to save from Hell, he sufiers

death. Infinite justice accepts the substitute. No

mere creature could ever so magnify the law and

make it honorable. No obedience was ever so wor-

thy, no suffering was ever so satisfactory. The law

can ask nothing more: its claims are fully met. Our

iniquities were laid upon him : his righteousness is

reckoned to us. Hell was our desert ; Heaven is our

reward ! It only remains that this Saviour be able to
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take us, all deformed as we are, and fashion us after

his own glorious image : that he be able to deliver us

from the bondage of Satan, whose captiv^es we are,

and from sin, whose pollutions we love ; and thus,

while he gives us freedom, enable us to preserve and

enjoy it : and he is all the Saviour, and the very

Saviour that we need.

All this he can do, and will, for all who call upon

him in truth. A new heart he will give them : new

desires he will create within them, and new objects of

pursuit he will set before them. He will never leave

nor forsake them. In all the wildernCvSS he will be

their companion and guardian and guide : no enemy

shall triumph over them, no weapon formed against

them shall prosper. All the trials and difficulties of

the way he will convert into blessings : all things, by

his care, shall work together for their good. And

when, their course being finished and their work

done, they come to leave all that is dear on earth,

he will take them to himself: Heaven will be their

home, and in his presence they shall dwell : sorrow

and sin shall have seen their end ; and the high and

holy joys of angels and saints shall be theirs forever

and ever.

V. But how may we become interested in this

Saviour so as to experience the benefits of his redemp-

tion? To this point all that I have said has been

converging ; and it shall constitute the last general

topic of discussion.

The question is substantially that of the jailer; and

we have only to consider the answer which he re-
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ceivcd : " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou

shalt be saved."

This answer, we may perhaps infer from the lan-

guage of his question, was not precisely what he ex-

pected. Like Naaman, the Syrian leper, he probably

thought that the ministers of God would tell him to

do some great thing—something that would serve to

expiate his guilt, and merit the fovor and salvation of

God. But he received no such direction. The in-

spired preachers pointed him to a Saviour ividehj dif-

ferent from himself. They well knew that if his sal-

vation turned upon his doing, his case, like that of all

other men, was hopeless. They tell him, therefore,

to look away from himself, and put liis trust in Christ,

" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ," say they—that

he is what we have preached him unto you—a Sa-

viour who has atoned for sin by his death, and pur-

chased Heaven by his obedience ; and as he has pro-

cured pardon and eternal life for all that will believe

on him, so is he willing and able to perfect them in

glory forever. They do not tell him that his convic-

tion of sin was too shallow or too deep, or that his

anxiety about his soul was excessive and needless

:

they do not tell him to make himself better, or to

wait till he is so made. They point him at once to

Christ as the Saviour he needed : who was willing to

accept him just as he was, if he would commit him-

self into his hands; and, while he relieved him of the

burden of his guilt, would, at the same time, free him

of the bondage of sin. A helpless, ruined siimer, un-

able to avert deserved wrath or to merit favor which
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he had forever forfeited, with a heart that still cleaved

to the dust, and hardened, perhaps, under every effort

of his own to break it ; it was only to look, in this

extremity of hopeless despair, to him that was mighty

to save, and the work was done. He felt his need. By
grace he believed: and, in the very act, embraced the

Saviour to his heart. He is no longer the man that he

was. The pardoned sinner is a rescued captive. He
gave proof of the change. That same hour of the

night, he took Paul and Silas, and washed their

stripes : just before, he had thrust them into the in-

ner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks

!

How great the change! How complete the Saviour!

The same voice that spoke his pardon, told him,

" Go, sin no more." The same hand that removed

the weight of wrath, took off the chains of bondage

and of death ! Go then, fellow-sinner, to Jesus on

the Cross, for pardon—to Jesus on the Throne, for

life and salvation.

In the improvement of this subject, I observe.

First. That we see in it the amazing love of God

!

"God so loved the world," says John, "that he

gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth

in him might not perish, but have everlasting life."

How incomprehensible is this love ! Angels, who
once ministered in his very presence in Heaven,

transgressed his law, and immediately they were cast

down to Hell as monuments of his wrath, where they

are this day reserved in everlasting chains under dark-

ness unto the judgment of the Great Day! The voice

of mercy they never heard ! A Saviour they never
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knew ! ]\Ian sinned—and before his condemnation is

pronounced, he hears the glad tidings of a seed that

should bruise the serpent's head ! In the fullness of

time the Saviour comes : and beliold ! it is God's own
Son ! Not in glorious form amid angelic hosts ; not

in pomp and state even such as earth can i'urnish

;

but in human nature, and in the form of a servant!

Stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted ; despised and

rejected of men ! Cradled in a manger and expiring

on a cross ! ! And all for fallen, degraded, hell-deserv-

ing man ! Ah ! he died that we might live !

" In songs of sublime adoration and praise,

Ye pilgrims for Zion who press,

Break forth and extol the great Ancient of days, •

His rich and distinguishing grace.

What was there in you that could merit esteem.

Or give the Creator delight ?

'Twas ' even so, Father !' you ever must sing,

' Because it seemed good in thy sight.'

"

And once more we sinsr

:

o

" "With pitying eyes the Prince of Grace

Beheld our helpless grief;

He saw, and, oh ! amazing love !

He ran to our relief

O ! for this love let rocks and hills

Their lasting silence break;

And all harmonious human tongues

The Saviour's {jraises speak."

Again—We see in the light of this subject the ne-

cessity of faith and repentance, and the intimate con-

nection between them.
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The two are not the same: but they always go

together. They are distinct but simultaneous move-

ments of the soul ; and sustain a close and inseparable

relation to each other, so that faith cannot subsist

without repentance, nor repentance without faith.

As the one loathes our own righteousness even, as

filthy rags in the sight of God, so the other lays hold

on Christ's righteousness as being alone but all suffi-

cient to cover our sins. The one humbles and re-

nounces self—the other exalts and accepts Christ.

The one looks at our own sins with abhorrence and

grief^the other looks to Christ's righteousness with

approving confidence and joyful hope. The one meets

the truth, that "without holiness no man shall see the

Lord"—the other meets the Scripture, that " without

the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins."

He that has one, has the other ; and both unite in him

that is born again. Hence it is that while our Saviour

said to careless hearers, " Except ye rcjicnt, ye shall

all likewise perish !" and Paul to the humbled jailer,

« Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be

saved!" Peter addressing a multitude, who were

pricked in their heart, and earnestly enquired "men

and brethren, what shall we do ?" Said unto them,

" Reiicnt, and be baptized every one of you in tlie name

of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins." And Paul

taught publicly and from house to house, " testifying

both to the Jews and also to the Greeks, repentance

toward God, and Jhitlt toward our Lord Jesus Christ."

They all agree. In their true evangelical sense,

though separate acts, the one involves the other, and
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witliout either tlicre is no salvation. You must be-

lieve, or you can't be justified; you must repent, or

you can't be saved.

I observe, again, that this plan of salvation, how-

ever objectionable to the self righteous and to the

wordly wise, appears good to those who feel that they

are lost.

To repent is a hard task, because we love our sins :

and to believe is humbling, because we love ourselves.

Both strike at the very root of our pride, and revolu-

tionize the inner and the outer man. But there is an

extremity to which a man may be reduced, in wliich

he will find comfort only b}^ giving up all and doing

both. It is com23aratively easy to resist God, when in

just anger he lets you do it: but let him rise in his

power and smite you to the ground ; let him turn con-

science, all armed with daggers, against your soul ; let

him expose to your view the native blackness of your

heart, and the flames of Plell ready to kindle around

you : let him show you your impotency and guilt to

the extortion of that cry of agonizing and self-dopair,

" Wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from

this body of deatli !" And then the grace which

showed you the depth of your ruin, will make the

process of deliverance acceptable and easy. It will

be sweet to repent and rest the soul on Christ. So it

was with the jailer.

I observe, again, that this plan is suited to all men

;

and as it is God's method of saving sinners, we despair

of none.

Whatever some may think, the truth is, that by na-
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ture we are lost, and if saved at all, it must be through

the grace of God in Jesus Christ, our Lord. In Christ

there is for the sinner complete redemption. The

Gospel of his grace is the wisdom of God and the

power of God unto salvation. We solemnly disclaim

in ourselves, and utterly deny in others, any power to

make this Gospel plan acceptable, or to awaken one

soul to life. If in us you hope, your trust is a spider's

web, and you are doomed to sleep yet longer like the

dead. But we preach the Gospel of the grace of God;

and, relying on that power which brought our Lord

Jesus Christ again from the dead, and made the crown-

ing act of the wickedness of his enemies—I mean his

crucifixion—the finishing stroke of the very foundation

of his church—we preach it, knowing not whether it

shall prosper in this or that, but confidently believing

that it shall accomplish that which the Lord pleaseth

;

that the stout-hearted and the stiff-necked shall sooner

or later bend or break before it ; and that it is destined

ultimately to triumph and gladden the hearts of mil-

lions of every nation and kindred and tongue, who
now groan under the yoke of bondage.

Finally, I observe, that if you are not saved, the

fault is your own—and your guilt is awful.

The provisions are ample, and all things are ready.

The Saviour stands with arms wide open to receive

you, and asks, Will you not come? He shows the

prints of the nails in his hands and the wound in his

side, and asks. Can you not trust me ? He points to

the agonies of the Cross, endured for sins not his own,

and asks, Will you not forsake them ? He opens to

16
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your view Heaven above and Hell beneath, and asks,

Will you not be saved ?

You refuse at your peril. Heaven is offered veithout

money and without price. Reject the gift, and j'^ou

despise the giver. Hell is open before you—go on,

and you must go in ! But in doing so, you trample

under foot the blood of the Son of God. Impenitent

hearer ! you cannot go to perdition from a christian

land, without passing by the Saviour—without treat-

ing the blood, which he shed, with contemptuous

neglect. Gro on, then, over the blood of the Saviour

to the abyss of woe—but ah ! when there, as the

streams of wrath pour in upon your soul, Hell will

resound with the torturing lamentation, "I am my
own destroyer!"

No, my fellow-sinner—rather look and live ! Be-

lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be

saved.




