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BOURCES AND LITERATURE,

I. Sources. BrLLINGER's printed works (stated to be 150 by Scheuchzer in
“Bibliotheeca Helvetica,” Ziirich, 1733). His manuscript letters (mosily
Latin) in the * Thesaurus Hottingerianus’’ and the ¢ Simler Collection” of
the City Library at Ziirich.—The second volume of the Acta Ecclesiustica,
of Ziirich—The Ziirich Lellers or the Correspondence of several English
Bishops and others with some of the Helvetian Keformers, chiefly from the Ar-
chives of Ziirich, translated and edited for the *¢ Parker Society’ by Dr. H.
Robinson, Cambridge (University Press), 2d ed. 1846 (pp. 576).

1L 8avomon Hess: Leben Bullinger's. Ziirich, 1828-29, 2 vols. Not very
accurate.—* CARL Prstarozzt: Heinrich Bullinger—Leben und ausgewdhlte
Schriften. Nach Handsheriftlichen und gleichzeitigen Quellen. Elberfeld, 1858,
Extracts from his writings, pp. 5056-622. Pestalozzi has faithfully used the
written and printed sources in the Stadtbibliothek and Archives of Ziirich.
—R. Cunistorrsr: H. Bullinger und seine Gattin, 18756,—Justus HEeER :
Bullinger, in Herzog?, 11. 779-794. A good summary.

* An advance chapter from the seventh volume of the Author’s Church
History.
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Older biographical sketches by Lupwia LavaTer (1576). Josias SiviLER
(1675), W. Stvckr (1575), ete. Incidental information about Bullinger in
Hagenbach and other works on the Swiss Reformation, and in MxYER's Die
Gemeinde von Locarno, 1836, especially I, 198-216,

AFTER the productive period of the Zwinglian Reformation,
which embraced twelve years, from 1519 to 1531, followed the
period of preservation and consolidation under difficult circum-
stances. Itrequired a man of firm faith, courage, moderation,
patience, and endurance. Such a man was providentially
equipped in the person of HEINRICH BULLINGER, the pupil,
friend, and successor of Zwingli, and second Antistes of Ziirich.
He proved that the Reformation was a work of God, and,
therefore, survived the apparent defeat at Cappel.

He was born July 18, 1504, at Bremgarten in Aargau, the
youngest of five sons of Dean Bullinger, who lived, like many
priests of those days, in illegitimate, yet tolerated, wedlock.*
The father resisted the sale of indulgences by Samson in 1518,
and confessed, in his advanced age, from the pulpit, the doc-
trines of the Reformation (1529). In consequence of this act
he lost his place. Young Henry was educated in the school of
the Brethren of the Common Life at Emmerich, and in the
University of Cologne. Ie studied scholastic. and patristic
theology. Luther’s writings and Melanchthon’s Loci led him
to the study of the Bible and prepared him for a change.

He returned to Switzerland as Master of Arts, taught a
school in the Cistercian Convent at Cappel from 1523 to
1529, and reformed the convent in agreement with the abbot,
Wolfgaug Joner. During that time he became acquainted
with Zwingli, attended the Conference with the Anabaptists at
Ziirich, 1525, and the disputation at Bern, 1528. He married
Anna Adlischweiler, formerly a nun, in 1529, who proved to be
an excellent wife and helpmate. He accepted a call to Brem-
garten as successor of his father.

*The bishop of Constance allowed priests to keep concubines for an annusl
tribute of four Rhenish guilders, called the Hurensold. See Christoffel,
Zwingli, 11. 337, and DPestalozzi, p. b.
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After the disaster at Cappel, he removed to Ziirich, and was
unanimously elected by the Council and the citizens preacher
of the Great Minster, Dec. 9, 1531. It was rumored that
Zwingli himself, in the presentiment of his death, had desig-
nated him as his successor. No better man could have been
selected. It was of vital importance for the Swiss churches
that the place of the Reformer should be filled by a man of the
same spirit, but of greater moderation and self-restraint.*

Bullinger now assumed the task of saving, purifying, and
consolidating the life-work of Zwingli; and faithfully and suc-
cessfully did he carry out his task. = When he ascended the
pulpit of the Great Minster on Dec. 23, 1531, many hearers
thought that Zwingli had risen from the grave.t He took a
firm stand for the Reformation, which was in danger of being
abandoned by timid men in the Council. He kept free from
interference with politics, which had proved ruinous to Zwingli.
He established a more independent, though friendly relation
between Church and State. He confined himself to his proper
vocation as preacher and teacher.

In the first years he preached six or seven times a week ;
after 1542 only twice,on Sundays and Fridays. He followed
the plan of Zwingli in explaining whole books of the Scrip-
tures from the pulpit. His sermons were simple, clear, and
practical, and served as models for young preachers.

He was a most devoted pastor, dispensing counsel and com-
fort inevery direction, and exposing even his life during the
pestilence which several times visited Ziirich. His house was
open froua morning till night to all who desired his help. He
freely dispensed food, clothing and money from his scanty in-

* Pestalorzi, p. 25: “Zwingli und Bullinger—welche Verschiedenheit! Zwing-
s rasches, feuriges Temperament, Bullinger's Ruhe und Gelussenheil; Zwinglis
schneidender, stechender Witz, Bullinger's einldssliche Griindlichkeit; daher auch
Zwingii's Kiirze, Bullinger's Ausfiihrlichkeit in den meisten seiner Arbeiten.  Wie
gecignet zur gegenseitigen Ergdnzung!”

t“ Talem concionem detonavit,” wrote Myconius to Schenck, “ut mulli puta-
rent Zwinglium non defunctum, sed ad Phanicis modum renatum esse.’ Hottinger,
Helv. K. Qesch, 111. 28.
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come and contributions of friends, to widows and orphans, to
strangers and exiles, not excluding persons of other creeds. He
secured a decent pension for the widow of Zwingli, and edu-
cated two of his children with his own. He entertained perse-
cuted brethren for wecks and months in his own house, or pro-
cured them places and means of travel.*

He paid great attention to education, as superintendent of
the schools in Ziirich. He filled the professorships in the Caro-
linum with able theologians, as Pellican, Bibliander, Peter
Martyr. He secured a well-educated ministry. He prepared,
in connection with Leo Judz, a book of church order, which
was adopted by the Synod, Oct. 22, 1532, issued by authority
of the burgomaster, the Small and the Great Council,and con-
tinued in force for nearly three hundred years. It provides
the necessary rules for the examination, election, and duties of
ministers (Predicanten) and deans (Decant), for semi-annual
meetings of synods with clerical and lay representatives, and
the power of discipline. The charges were divided into eight
districts or chapters.t

Bullinger’s activity extended far beyond the limits of Zirich.
He had a truly Catholic spirit, and stood in correspondence
with all the Reformed Churches. Beza calls him ¢ the common
shepherd of all Christian Churches;” Pellican,“a man of
God, endowed with the richest gifts of heaven for God’s honor
and the salvation of souls.” Hereceived fugitive Protestants
from Italy, France, England, and Germany with open arws,
and made Zirich an asylum of religious liberty. He thus
protected Celio Secondo Curioni, Bernardino Ochino, and
Peter Martyr, and the immigrants from Locarno, and aided in
the organization of an Italian congregation in Zarich. Follow-
ing the example of Zwingli and Calvin, he appealed twice to
the king of France for toleration in behalf of the Huguenots.

* See the beautiful description of Pestalozzi, pp. 153 8qq.

t There are copies of several editions of this book in the City Library at
Ziirich, of 1532, 1635, 1563, ete. It is also printed in Simler's Sammlung alter
und neuer Urhunden, 1, 26-73.
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He dedicated to Henry II. his book on Christian Perfection
(1551), and to Francis II. his Iustruction in the Christian
Religion (1559). He sent deputations to the French court
for the protection of the Waldenses, and the Reformed congre-
gation in Paris. 4
The extent of Bullinger’s correspondence is astonishing. It
embraces letters to and from all the distinguished Protestant
divines of his age, as Calviu, Melanchthon, Bucer, Beza,
Laski, Cranmer, Hooper, Jewel, and crowned heads who con-
sulted him, as Henry VIII., Edward VL, of England, Queen
Elizabeth, Henry II. of France, King Christian of Denmark,
Philip of Hesse, and the Elector Frederick of the Palatinate,
Bullinger came into contact with the English Reformation
from the time of Henry VIIL to the reign of Elizabeth,
especially during the bloody reign of Mary, when many promi-
nent exiles fled to Zarich, and found a fraternal reception under
his hospitable roof. The correspondence of Hooper, Jewel,
Sandys, Grindal, Parkhurst, Foxe, Cox, and other church
dignitaries with Bullinger, Gwalter, Gessner, Simler, and Peter
Martyr, is a noble monument of the spiritual harmony between
the Reformed Churches of Switzerland and E.gland in the
Edwardian and Elizabethan era. Archbishop Cranmer invited
Bullinger, together with Melanchghon, Calvin, and Bucer, to a
conference in London, for the purpose of framing an evangel-
ical union creed ; and Calvin answered that for such a cause he
would be willing to cross ten seas. Lady Jane Grey, who was
beheadedin 1554, read Bullinger’s works, translated his book
on marriage into Greek, counsulted him about Hebrew, and
addressed him with filial affection and gratitude. Her three
letters to him are still preserved in Ziirich. Bishop Hooper of
Gloucester, who had enjoyed his hospitality in 1547, addressed
bhim shortly before his martyrdom in 1554, as his “revered
father and guide,” and the best friend he ever had, and recom-
mended his wife and two children to his care. Bishop Jewel, in
s letter of May 22, 1559, calls him his “ father and much
esteemed master in Christ,” thanks him for his “courtesy and
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kindness,” which he and his friends experienced during the
whole period of their exile, and informs him that the restora-
tion of the reformed religion under Elizabeth was largely due
to his own ¢ letters and recommendations;” adding that the
Queen refused to be addressed as the head of the Church of
England, feeling that such honor belongs to Christ alone, and
not to any human being. Bullinger’s death was lamented in
England as a public calamity.*

Bullinger faithfully maintained the doctrine and discipline of
the Reformed Church against the Roman Catholics and Luther-
ans, with moderation and dignity. He never returned the
abuse of fanatics, and when, in 1548, the Interimi drove the
Lutheran preachers from the Swabian cities, he received them
hospitably, even those who had denounced the Reformed doc-
trines from the pulpit. He represents the German Swiss type of
the Reformed faith in substantial agreement with a moderate
Calvinism. He gave a full exposition of his theological views
in tho Second Helvetic Confession.

His theory of the sacrament was higher than that of Zwingli.
He laid more stress on the objective value of the institution.
We recognize, he wrote to Faber, a mystery in the Lord’s Sup-
per; the bread is not common bread, but veuerable, sacred,
sacramental bread, the pledge of the spiritual real presence of
Christ to those who believe. As the sun is in heaven, and yet
virtually present on earth with his light and heat, so Christ sits
in heaven, and yet efficaciously works in the hearts of all
believers. When Luther, after Zwingli’s death, warned Duke
Albert of Prussia and the people of Frankfort not to tolerate
the Zwinglians, Bullinger replied by sending to the duke a
translation of Ratramnus’ tract, De corpore et sanguine Domint,
with a preface. Herejected the Wittenberg Concordia of 1536,
because it concealed the Lutheran doctrine. He answered
Luther’s atrocious attack on the Zwinglians (1545) by a clear,
strong, and temperate statement; but Luther died soon after-

# See the letters of Barlow to Simler (Bullinger's son-in-law), and Bishop
Cox to Gwalter, in Ziirich Letters, pp. 494 and 496,
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wards (1546) without retracting his charges. When Westphal
renewed the unfortunate controversy (15652), Bullinger support-
ed Calvin in defending the Reformed doctrine, but counseled
moderation.* He and Calvin brought about a complete agree-
ment on the sacramental question in the Consensus Tigurinus
which was adopted in 1549 at Ziirich, in the presence of some
members of the Council, and afterwards received the approval
of the other Swiss Reformed churches.t

On the doctrine of Predestination, Bullinger did not go quite
as far as Zwingli and Calvin, and kept within the infralapsarian
scheme. He avoided to speak of the predestination of Adam’s
fall, because it seemed irreconcilable with the justice of the
punishment of sin. § The Consensus Genevensis (1552), which
contains Calvin’s rigorous view, was not signed by the pastors of
Zirich. Theodor Bibliander, the father of biblical exegesis in
Switzerland, and a forerunner of Arminianism, opposed it. He
adhered to the semi-Pelagian theory of Erasmus, and was
involved in a controversy with Peter Martyr, a strict Calvinist,
who taught in Zirich since 1556. Bibliander was finally
removed from his theological professorship (Feb. 8, 1560), but
his salary was continued till his death (Nov. 26, 1564).§

On the subject of toleration and the punishment of here-
ties, Bullinger agreed with the prevailing theory, but favor-
ably differed from the prevailing practice. He opposed the
Anabaptists in his writings, as much as Zwingli, and, like
Melanchthon, he approved of the unfortunate execution of
Servetus, but he himself did not persecute. He tolerated

* 1 Apologetica Defensio, eto., February, 15566.

t Schaff, Creeds of Christendom, 1. 471 sqq., and the literature there
quoted.

{ ln the Second Helvetic Confession, ch. VIII,, he dismisses the curious
Questions, ** whether God would have Adam fall, or whether he forced him to
fall, or why he did not hinder his fall, and such like,” and says that it is suffi-
cient to know that God did forbid our first parents to eat of the fruit, and
Punished them for disobedience.

{ A fuller statement in Schaff, Creeds, I. 474 8qq., and especially Schweizer,
Central-dogmen, 1. 139, 168-292.
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s v S ozl who quietly died at Zirich (1562), and Ber-
ot 30, who preached for some time to the Italian
= ~ua in that city, but was deposed, without further
~. - ~uoens, for teaching Unitarian opinions and defending
~ ~zar  In a book against the Roman Catholic Faber,

. v expresses the Christian and humane sentiment that
= =cooce should be done to dissenters, and that faith is a
~we &7 2f God, which cannot be commanded or forbidden.
¢ sl with Zwingli's extension of salvation to all infants
o uz a infancy and to elect heathen; at all events, he
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3. rxr's house was a happy Christian home. He liked
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Hebrew and Greek as well as Latin, history, philosophy, and
the sciences, but especially the New Testament, and read daily
three chapters in the Bible, beginning with Genesis. 9) Keep
your body clean and unspotted, be meat in your dress, and
avoid above all things intemperance in eating and drinking.
10) Let your conversation be decent, cheerful, moderate, and
free from all uncharitableness.* He recommended him to
Melanchthon, and followed his studies with letters full of fath-
erly care and affection.t He kept his parents with him till
their death, the widow of Zwingli (d. 1538), and two of her
children, whom he educated with his own. Notwithstanding
his scanty income, he declined ali presents, or sent them to the
hospitals. The whole people revered the venerable minister of
noble features and white patriarchal beard.

His last days were clouded, like those of mauny faithful
servants of God. The excess of work and care undermined his
health. In 1562 he wrote to Fabricus at Coire: “ I almost
sink under the load of busines and care, and feel so tired that
Iwould ask the Lord to give me rest if ‘it were not against
His will.” The pestilence of 1564 and 1565 brought him to
the brink of the grave, and deprived him of his wife, three
danghters, and his brother-in-law. He bore these heavy
strokes with Christian resignation. In the same two fatal
years he lost his dearest friends, Calvin, Blaurer, Gessner,
Froschauer, Bibliander, Fabricius, Farel. He recovered, and
was allowed to spend several more years in the service of
Christ. His youngest daughtcr, Dorothea, took faithful and
tender care of his health. He felt lonely and homesick, but
continued to preach and to write with the aid of pastor
Lavater, his colleague and son-in-law. He preached his last
sermon on Pentecost, 1575. He assembled, August 26, all the
pastors of the city and professors of theology around his sick-

* Pestalozzi, 688 8qq.

t The letters, pp. 5696-617, are quite interesting. Henry became pastor at
Zollicon, and afterwards of St. Peter at Ziirich. He married a daughter of
Gwalter, who was a granddaughter of Zwingli.
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bed, assured them of his perseverance in the true apostolic
and orthodox doctrine, recited the Apostles’ Creed, and ex-
horted them to purity of life, harmony among themselves, and
obedience to the magistrates. He warned them against intem-
perance, envy, and hatred, thanked them for their kindness,
assured them of his love, and closed with a prayer of thanks-
giving and some verses of the hymns of Prudentius. Then
extending his hand to each, he took leave of them with tears, as
Paul did from the elders at Ephesus. A few weeks afterwards
he died, after reciting several Psalms (15, 16, and 42). the
Lord’s Prayer, and other prayers, peacefully, in the pres-
ence of his family, Sept. 17, 1575. He was buried in the
Great Minster, at the side of his beloved wife and his dear
friend, Peter Martyr. According to his wish, Rudolph
Gwalter, Zwingli’s son-in-law and his adopted son, was unani-
mously elected his successor. Four of his successors were
trained under his care and labored in his spirit.

The writings of Bullinger are very numerous, mostly doc-
trinal and practical, adapted to the times, but of little per-
manent value. Scheuchzer numbers one hundred and fifty
printed books of his,  The Zurich City Library contains
aboutone hundred, exclusive of translations and new edi-
tions. Many are extant only in manuscript. Ile wrote
Latin commentaries on the New Testament (except the
Apocalypse), numerous sermons on Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel,
the Apocalypse. His Decades (five series of ten sermons each
on the Decalogue, the Apostles’ Creed, and the Sacraments)
were much esteemed and used in Holland and England. His
work on the justifying grace of God was highly prized by
Melanchthon. His history of the Swiss Reformation, written
by his own hand in four folio volumes, has been published in
183840, in three volumes. His most important doctrinal
work is the Second Helvetic Confession, which acquired
symbolical authority in nearly all the Reformed churches.*

* Extraots from Bullinger's Works are given by Pestalozzi, 506622,
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