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CONSCIENCE—ITS NATURE, OFFICE AND AUTHORITY.
I. Moral Science. By A. ALEXANDER, D. D.
I Dick's Theology. Lecture LXXVII.

III. McCosh on Divine Government. Book III: Chap
ters1 & 2.

IV. Paley’s Moral Philosophy.

V. Lectures on the Philosophy of the Human Mind. By
Taomas BrowN, M. D. Lectures LXXIII and
LXXXIIL

Has man a conscience? This is one of the most impor-
tant enquiries in mental and moral science. It is not only
a question respecting all moral duty, but concerning the
nature of man himself. Man possessed of a conscience is
certainly a very different being from man considered as
destitute of such a faculty. Subtract from human nature
the reason, and substitute in its stead mere brute intelli-
gence or instinct, and how completely has man lost his
character! So, if the conscience be obliterated from the
list of mental faculties, an intellectual and social being
may be left, but one utterly incapable of every moral act.
This question then, affects the very nature of man, and
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his notion, or opinion, or conviction, as in the other case.
Indeed, it could not be otherwise. How is utility perceiv-
ed? By the understanding. And how are moral relations
- and laws perceived? By the understanding. How is it,
then, that the understanding can be infallible in one of
these cases, and altogether erroneous in the other? Are we
told that the general consequences of actions are mare gb-
vious than the relations that mankind sustain -to'’edch
other? This we deny. Are not the relations of parent
and child, sovereign and subject, as palpable to the under-
standing, as are the consequences that flow from obedience
or disobedience, oppression or protection? Indeed; we con-
sider the relations as decidedly more clear than the utttities
arising from them. And if this be so, then is there likely
to be far more difference of opinion among men, as to the
utility of laws and actions, than there can be as to their
essential morality. 'We do not then, consider the -doctrine
of utility as answering its purpose, either in furnishing a
more obvious “external object” as the basis of méta
or in harmonizing the diversified opinions of men. i
fails in both particulars; relations being fully as palpable
to the mind as general consequences, and right cregting
not more controversy certainly, than utility. o

ARTICLE IL : . ,, o

Doy

UNIQUENESS AND SUPERI?NRéTY OF OUR LORD’S TEACH-

The only panacea for our sin-disordered worlﬁ is faith
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ. If religion is
worth anything, it is worth everything. So it has been
regarded by the wisest and greatest, best and happiest
men that have ever lived. The salvation of the soul is,
therefore, the highest personal concern of every man. It
is the great necessity of his nature. Even the trials and
sorrows of the world teach us that we need higher conso-
lation than this earth affords. The Gospel reveals to us
this higher consolation. It leads us to a Rock that is
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higher than ourselves. It introduces to us the Great
E‘%acher, who is Himself the Way, the Truth, and the
ife.

- For gaining confidence in God and the comfortable as-
surance of His good will, and that His government does
not overlook or neglect any of His creatures, there are two
great sources of information to be used. One is a close,
attentive, intelligent study of the works of nature and the
ways of Providence in nature and in human history ; and
the other and greater and more certain means is the read-
ing of the Bible. There is nothing to be compared to the
Bible as a source of consolation. In both the Old and
New Testament we see the general gnidance of God and
the universal government of His Providence. And from
patiently considering the facts and examples of the Old
and New Testament, a religiously disposed mind gains
the deeply fixed and ineffaceable conviction, that even
the order of things under which we, ourselves, suffer, is
the most wisely appointed, and the most beneficial, not
only for the whole, but in consequence of that, for the suf-
ferer himself. “In the New Testament itself especially,
is there such a full predominance of the spiritual and the
moral—everything is so completely rested upon and car-
ried back to purity of mind, that whatever else external or
internal may happen ‘to man, if he but strive earnestly and
eagerly after this, all the rest falls back into shadow.”—
Misfortunes and sorrows thus lose their oppressiveness—at
least their bitterness. 'The infinite mildness of the New
Testament doctrine, which figures God almost entirely on
the merciful side, and in which the self-sacrificing love of
Christ for the human race is everywhere brought forward,
joined with his own example, alleviates, like a healing
balsam, our every pain, both of mind and body. .

“The tongue is a little member, but it boasteth great
things.” And, indeed, it hath done great things. The
success of the great Tempter in Paradise was owing in no
small degree to tlie persuasiveness of his eloquence. In
all ages, orators, generals, advocates, senators and preach-
ers, or public lecturers and expounders of science and
truth, have produced wonderful effects by their speeches.

* Willhelm Von Humboldt.
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absolute sense of the term is not necessary to successful
teaching. It is, indeed, not given to many of our race to
have absolute originality in many and varied subjects.
There is such a flux and reflux of ideas by means of the
press, lecturing, and conversation, that it is impossible for a
mind somewhat enlarged to know what and how much of
its contents and furniture, ornamental and useful,.is of
home manufacture or imported. It is impossible for the
most impartial and honest minds to draw definitely the
line between meum et tuwm in relation to their stock of
ideas. In teaching others, the best method for an in-
structor is that of the bee, to extract the sweet from all
that comes in the way.

The matter of our Lord’s sermons was, however, such
as became a teacher come from God. He revealed the
Divine character. In his discourses there is none of that -
learned trifling which distinguished the teachings of the
Scribes, and Pharisees, and Rabbi of the Jews, and the
wise men of other ancient nations. It is not too much to
say that there is more of the true knowledge of God dis-
played in one single discourse of Jesus than in all the
volumes which heathen sages have ever produced.

Jesus Christ also gave the true explanation of what had
been communicated to man by the prophets in former ages.
God had spoken to the Patriarchs and Prophets. The ten

hpimandments were from heaven ; but the Jews failed to
give them their true spiritual meaning. Our Lord, in his
sermon on the Mount, and at other times, corrected their
mistakes concerning the law of Moses, and instructed them
in the nature of the worship God required. He taught
them that God required penitence, faith and charity,—that
true religion was internal and external,—that it was love
to God and love to man. '

Again, the Divine authority of our Lord as the great
Teacher, is shown in the fact that He was the grand
theme of .all the Old Testament writers, The most im-
portant personages of antiquity were His types and fore-
runners. Enoch, the first who was exempted from death,
and Noah, the second Father of our race, and the prophets,
who were the organs by which the Divine will was made
known to men, were all preachers of righteousness and
types of Christ. 'The first preacher of the Gospel was Je-
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hovah himself. The text was, “and I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed, and it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel.”—Gen. 3: 15. C
Paul also, tells us that “God preached the Gospel to
Abraham.” And to him all the prophets give witness.
And the Apostles made Christ the great theme of all thejr
discourses and epistles. They regarded Him as the: foun-
tain of truth and Head of all things for His church.’
Again, Jesus Christ unveiled the invisible and et
world. 'This He did in regard to the economy of salva-
tion, and in regard to its coming realities, and the personal
concern that every one of us has in these realities, &.part
of which every one of us must soon be and bear fog him-
self. Jesus Christ was himself a liviig' manifestation of
the love of God to sinful men. He was the oy, gotten
Sone«of God, who came into our world to die for us.¥ He
.also declared himself to be “the Son of Man who came to'
seek and to save that which was lost.” “The Son of
Man is not come to be ministered unto, but to minister, and
to give his life a ransom for many.” ¢ Come unto me, all
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.” o
He brought life and immortality to light. The future
world which had been dimly disclosed to the patrje '
He brought out clearly and plainly. He taught Higgl-
lowers not to fear them who can kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul; but rather to “fear Him which is
able to destroy both the soul and body in hell.” Thus
plainly did He teach the future existence of the soul and
the nature of the future world. How solemn, also, are our
Lord’s descriptions of the general judgment, of the resur-
rection, of the last day, and the final separation of the
wicked from the righteous, as the tares are separated from
the wheat—the bad fish from the good—the wise from the
foolish virgins, and the eternal destiny of both. S
2. The uniqueness and superiority of our Lord’s char-
- acter and teaching form one of the most strikingly original
attributes of the whole Gospel narrative. -
The unique superiority of Christ’s character is a very
strong evidence of the truth of His history. The term
unique, though scarcely a word that belongs to our lan-




1853 Our Lord’s Teaching. 481



Uniqueness and Superiority of [APRm,



1853.] Our Lord's Teaching. 483



4184 The Nature and Importance of [ApRiL,





