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Foreign Missions---Persia.

Eastern Persia :
Western Persia : .

Missionary Forces in Persia.
By Rev. W. A. Shedd, Urumia.

A resume of the forces of missions at work
in Persia will be of interest to the readers of
the Assembly Herald. In forming an opinion
of the sufficiency of the forces at work, it
should be remembered that the area of Persia
is nearly one-fifth the area of the United
States, exclusive of Alaska and the insular
possessions, that the population is seven to
nine millions, and that the intellectual, social
and religious conditions are peculiarly com-
plex. _

The societies at work in Persia are the
following: Our own Presbyterian Board,
the English Church Missionary Society, the

Assyrian Mission of the Archbishop of Can-

terbury, the Lazarist Order of Roman Cath-
olic Monks, the Holy Synod of the Russian
Church. Working in co-operation with the
Protestant Missions are the American and
the British and Foreign Bible Societies. The
number of foreign missionaries in Persia is
about 120, of whom two-thirds are Protes-
tant and working in co-operation.

t will be noticed that this list contains
all the great divisions of Christendom—Prot-
estant, Anglican, Greek and Roman Cath-
olic. A curious fact is that all of these div-
isions are at work in the same place and for
the same people, in Urumia and for the
Syrians. In Urumia there are also native
Syrians or Nestorians supported by the
Lutherans, Baptists and others. Outside of
Urumia, Teheran is occupied by the Roman
Catholics, and Salmas is another centre of
their work. The C. M. S. occupy Ispahan,
Shiraz, Yezd and Kirman. The Protestant
missionaries thus occupy eight cities in

among the Syrians.

Teheran, Hamadan.
. Urumia, Tabriz.

Persia, the Roman Catholics three, the Rus-
sians one, and the Archbishop’s Mission one
besides two points in Turkish Xurdistan
Of these missions ours
and the C. M. S. are working in close har-
mony, while the others are based on ecclesias-
tical principles that preclude any general co-
operation. The most recent of these mis-
sions leads in the number of native adher-
ents, for there are not far from 20,000 nom-
inal adherents of the Russian Church among
the Syrians of Persia. The Archbishop mis-
sion works within the Nestorian Church
and reports no church statistics. There are
probably not far from 5000 adherents to the
Roman Catholic Church in Persia, including
children. It is unnecessary to recapitulate
here the statistics of the Protestant churches.

One remark from the above is that +he ~~-
operating forces of our Board and the C. M.
S. are wisely distributed so as to reach as
large a portion of the population as pos-
sible and with such a division of territory
as to reduce waste to a minimum .They have
occupied the important centres of popula-
tion and influence and have done much of
the preparatory work of translation and
study, though such still remains even in these
lines. All this is the result not of special
plans and consultation but has come about
by the guidance of Providence. On the oth-
er hand one cannot but regret the wasteful-
ness of indiscriminate giving to irresponsible
native missionaries in the region of Urumia.
Without reflecting in the least on the high
motives and earnest desire to do good on the
part of some, it is safe to say that no one
should receive help unless vouched for by
a reliable person intimately acquainted with
the field.
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