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RsvevaTioN, xiv. 13.

« THAT THEY MAY REST FROM

THEIR LABOURS, AND THEIR WORKS DO FOL-
LOW THEM.” ’

THIS is the benedi@ion pronounced by
the fpirit of God on thofe who dic in the Lord.
It was probably delivered to that beloved difciplc ’
and evangelical prophet, who is generally held
to be the writer of the. revelations, during the
rage of fome of thofe _deftructive perfecutions
that wafted the primitive church*, The faith-
ful difciples of Chrift, were then often called to
feal with their blood, their attachment to their
Lord, ard to the precious truths which they had
;'cccivcd from him. Their way thro’ life was

* Tt is thought to have been written during the perfecution
under Nero, or that under Domitian.
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encompafled with enemies, they were engaged in
frequent and arduous conflits, expofed to perpe-
tual dangers, and were daily obliged to meet
death, furrounded with thofe circumftances that
render it moit terrible to the weaknefs of human
nature. To confole and to fupport them under
fo many fufferings and trials, this gracious bene-
diftion, which includes in it all the promifes of
the facred writings with regard to the felicity and
glory of good men after death, was pronounced
by the holy fpirit. But it is not confined in its
application to the martyrs who glorified their
Saviour by a laborious life, and by an illuftrious,
but painful death. Asevery partof the word of
God is of general ufe, fo thisis applicable to eve-
ry believer who dies in the Lord—who fincerely
profefles hisname in the midft of a finful world—
who is educated in his fchool, and imbibes his
fpirit—and who is united to him, asa member to
the head, by a vital faith. In virtue of this intimate
and indiffoluble relation they triumph with him
overthe miferies of life, over the powerof fin—the
fource of all our other evils, over the terrors of
death, and over the dominion of the grave,

~ The world is filled with many caufes of af-
' flition and diftrefs to every good man, that moft
render the grave to him at length a defirable re-
treat: And the promife of eternal life, after his
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labours and fufferings are terminated here, offers
to his hopes ‘a ftate of repofe and felicity, after
which he muft often fecretly and fervently figh—
He fhall ref? from his labours, and his works fhall
Jollow kim. Of thefe expreflions, both of which
are figurative, the firft implies a profound and
eternal repofe, not only from all the fatigues of
duty, but from all the agitations, the conflidts,,
the griefs and the miferies, that fill this mortal
ftate. The fecond points to the felicity and glo-
ry of a true believer, when he fhall finally re-
ceive the reward of his good deeds, and efpe-
cially of his pious and faithful labours in the fer-
vice of his Redeemer. The works by which,
through the gracious promife of Chrift, he fhall
arrive at that celeftial glory, are put for the /ea-
venly flate itfelf, in which the happinefs and

. perfe®ion of his nature and the fplendor of

rank to which he fhall attain, fhall be proportion-
ed to his progrefs in holinefs upon earth, and to
the eminent, or the arduous fervices, he has per-
formed to mankind.

It is with a view to illuftrate, as far as, with-
out prefumption, I may attempt it, the future
happinefs of good men, that I have chofen the
text, which I make the ground of the following
difcourfe. The profpet will ferve to confole us
for the lofs of our &rother, it will infpire us with
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the moft elevated hopes concerning his prefent
and immortal felicity ; it may, contribute to ani-
.mate s to a'boly fidelity and zeal in the dif
charge of every duty, from the expeQation of #4¢
‘glo:y 1hat is 1o be révcaled. '

. They reft from their labours, ang their 'work.r '
© defollow them.

Hcr.c is a double fource of happinefs to tbp
_pious,

I. REST, and
I. ENJOYMENT.

They rzf? from their labours; from their toils,
ifrom their fios, from their temptations, from
their fervices, from their fuﬂ'crings in the world—
2heir works follow them as the foundation and the
.meafure of their eternal happmcfs in the kmg—
.dom of Heaven.

I. In the firft place, the felicity of the pious
. .Jn the future ftate may be confidered as a delight-
~ ful reft from the neceflary.evils and fuﬁ'crmgs of
the prefent life. . :

The pilgrimagé thro’ which man has to pafs
upon earth, is befet with many dangers, and ex-
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pofed to 'zltnoﬁ"co'nt'mﬁal caufes of grief and
pain. However we mdy atterapt to cxaggerate
the énjoyments of the ‘world, or paint them in
the delufive colouring which the imagination #s
prone to give to the pleafures of fenfe'; certain i
is,” that the moft Virttibus, and the moft happy of
mér, are agitated with innumerable folicitudes,
and have innumerable miferies to dcplorc, beforé
they fall viGtims to that laft of human miferies
upon earth. Youth, which is ever fanguine and
full of hopes,; may not feel—profperity, which is
too often blind and delirious, may for a moment
forget, the reality of this réprcfcntation ; buttime
will verify it to all.—Has not time verified it al-
ready? Who is there who can fay that he #
tiappy ? He only hopes #0 e fo. It 18 hopé, not
pofleflion, that forms the principal happinefs of
life. Were we cut off from the refource, and,
may I not call it the fallacious folace of hope, the
world would have little left by which to attach
us to it. When we confider how much we fuf-
fer in the prefent ftate, from the errors and the
weaknefs of the underftanding—from the heart,
that anxious feat of fo mdny irregular appetités
and tumultuous paffions—from want—from the
hatred or contemipt of others—from the lofs, or
the affliGions of our friends—from the reverfes
‘of fortune—from difappointed expettations—
from pains and difeafes thit prey upon the body—



«( 8 )

from fecret griefs that undermine and confume
the health-—from the murderous weapons of
avowed enmity—from the arrows fhot in the
dark by envy, calumny, and perfidious friend-
{hlp-———What a wretched habitation is the earth?
What a defirable retreat is the grave? Death
yields us, at laft, a delightful reft from fo many
evils, It breaks from man the fetters by which
he is enchained to his miferies,

As thefe miferies flow from fin as‘ their pri-
“mary caufe ; fo fin itfelf is eﬁccméd by a good
man, the greateft of his evils. From its hated
and lamented tyranny, he finds in death a com-
plete and ecternal reft. He is delivered from
temptations that (o frequently harrafled him, that
put his virtue to the moft painful proofs, and of-
_ ten fhook it to the foundation—he is. freed from
errors and prejudices that had covered his mind
with diftrefling clouds, which perplcxéd and ob-
fcured to him the law. of hisduty—he is forevcr
punﬁcd from thofe frailties and corruptlons
which, notwithftanding his fané‘txﬁcatlon ftill ad-
hered to him in this world, wounded his peace,
and daily penetrated his heart with grief at the
throne of grace. In the grave he puts off this
body of fin and death; and his foul, admitted to
its heavenly reft, has no more pains to endure,
no more confliéts with the world, and its own
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rebellious paffions to maintain—no more imperfec-
tions_to fill it with regret or to cover it with
fhame, no morc wants to fatisfy, no mare evils
to fuﬁ"cr, no more tears to fhed. |

No more fhall he oifcnd God, mﬁmtcly holy
and good, whom-he adored and loved, cvcn in
thofe moments when the frailties of his nature led
him into fin. No more fhall he be expofed to the
fecret fnares, or the open affaults of temptation,
nor to thof¢ invitations and oppoi'tunitics fo dan-
" gerous to the paffions,. Freed from thc'irregular
impulfes of the fenfes, of the imagination, of the
heart, and delwered from an impure and imper-,
fe&t naturc, he Ihall fin no more. From an eleva-
ted point of viey, lookmg back on all the jour-
ney of life, contemplating its evils, and its dan-
gers, which he has juft efeaped,—its follies, ifs
offences, and its falls which have fo often drench-
ed him in the waters of repentance before the foot-
ftool of divine mercy, with what.un{peakable fa-
tisfattion' will he fee himfelf'arrived at a ftate of
everlafting repofe from all his fufferings, his tempt-
ations, his fears, and placed, by the power and
-grace of God, in a happy and eternal impotencé ‘
of finning!—I add, that the believer, in dying,
forfakes this wretched world, in which he had liv-
ed in fubmiffion to the will of God as in a ftrange
land, and arrives at his proper home; that laod

B .
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of peace and reft which. he had fo long fought to -
find, and to which he was continually tending in
the affe@ions and defires of hisheart. The earth,
" to a good man, may be confidered as a ftate of ex-

ile, where he is banifhed from all that he moft fer-
vently loves and from the fources of his dearéft
_pleafures. He is furrounded with all the fatigues,
and anxicties, the diftreflesand wantswhichaccom-
pany‘that affliGted condition, and from them all
he gains, at death, a delightful repofe in the bo-
fom of his heavenly country, The children of
‘this world, enflaved to their appetites, whofe -
‘pleafures do not rife above its fenfual and corrupt=
ed fphere, cannot enter into thefeideas, The pre-
fent life bounds their enjoyments, and their wifh-
es; and the earth, where they would be willing
to live f6rcver, ‘they cannot regard as a place of
exile. But thofe righteous fouls who- thirft after
immortal perfettion, and continually afpire after
nearer accefs and conformity to God, feel them-
felvesto be only pilgrims and ftrangers upon carth,
and, while they pafs thro’ 'this vale of tears, they
. figh for a better, that is an heavenly country—for
thatcity that hath eternal foundations, whofe build-*
er and maker is God. Oftcn, they refemble the
exiled and difconfolate Fews by the rivers of Ba-
bylon, when they hung their harps upon the willows,
and fat down and wep? when they remembered Zi-
on, 'They are in aforeign and hoftile land, All

/
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their: pleafures and their hopes are placed in the
New Jerufalem, in the heavenly Zion, in the city

and temple of the living God. How often, when

they have been under the lively impreffions of the
‘divine word ; or when, in pious and holy retire-
ment, they have béen wrapt in the contemplation
of heavenly things, launching their thoughts for-
ward to that blefledand eternal world, have they
beerf ready to ery, with the holy pfalmift under
the preflure of his troubles ¢ Oh thatT had wings
tike a dove ! for then would I fles away and be at
reft*,”—Blefled citizens of Heaven! banifhed, at
prefent, to thefe regions of mifery and vice,

death fhall furnifh you with thefe wings. Then, -

taking your immortal flight, you fhall enter the.

delightful regions of that celeftial eountry which,
unfeen,. youlove, and take poffeffion of your def-

tined and eyerlafting home. Bleffed are the dead

who dic in the Lord ; for they reff from their la-
bours, from their fufferings, from their fins, from
their griefs, from all the fatigues, the fohcltudcs,
and pains of this.mortal exile,

"The road of virtue was faid by the ancients to
be wp-hill, and to rife along the fide of a mountain,
every where filled with craggs and precipices of

- fteep and laborious afcent, and encompaflfed with

Lo~

* Pfalm 55. 6.
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dangers that require the greateft vigilance and for-
~ titude to efcape, orovercome. " This reprefenta-
tion has {o much truth that the faithful difcharge
of the duties that lie upon us as men, as citizens,
and as cﬁriﬂ:ians, requires the moft vigilant atten-
tions, and frequently the moft arduous and pain-
ful labours.  And the difficulties and oppofitions
with which we meet from our ewn hearts, from
our infirmities, and from the world, will never
fuffer us to intermit our attentions, or to ceafe our
exertions., |

Some labours, and folicitudes there are pe-
‘euliar to the minifters of the gofpel, or, if not
peculiar, which affe them in a higher degree
than other men, arifing from the hoftilities of the
world againft religion which they are called to
combat—from the ciimes of finners againft which
they have at once to remonftrate and to pray—
from the errors or the coldnefs of the'\(iﬁble dif-
ciples of Chrift, over which they are obliged in fe-
€ret to weep—from the pride and infolence of-
power and wealth which are ready to trample
with contempt on an humble and mortified pro-
feffion—from the infirmities and fins of their
own hearts which afflit them fo much the more
as their calling is mcre holy, and as, miniftring at
the altar they approach nearer to God than other
men—in a word, from the arduous fun&ions in
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which they are inceffantly engaged. Altho’ ma- .
ny confolations accompany the duties of a pious
minifter of religion, when he confiders that all
‘the facrifices he makes and the pains he endures
are for the glory of his Redeemer and the high-
eft interefts of mankind, yet, are they often at-
tended by fatigues that exhauft the body, and
cares that harrafs and diftrefs the mind, and often
are they embittered by many fecret caufes of af-
flition and grief. From all thefe evils he obtains
“at death an everlafting releafe in that blefled re-
gion, where ¢ God fhall wipe away all tears from
¢ their eyes, there fhall be no more death, neither
“ forrow nor crying, neither fhall there be any -
“ more pain*.” ¢ And the ranfomed of the Lord
“ fhdll come to Zion with fongs, and everlafting
“ joy upon their heads; and they fhall obtain joy
« and gladnefs, and forrow and fighing fball flee
“ awayt.” Oh! how defirable to retreat from
‘all thefe griefs, thefe conflicts, thefe wearifome
toils, thefe anxious cares to an eternal reft! A reft
where the fervice of th¢ Redeemer, which forms
“the glory and felicity of the pious foul, fhall ne-
- ver be intermitted ; and where it fhall be forever"
free from all the imperfections that mar, and from
 all the fufferings that afft i it, in this mortal ftate,

- * Rev. 21.3. 1 Haiah 35. 10,
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As the firft fubjet of épnﬁdcration concerning -

the future happine(s of good men, fuggefted in
~ the text, is Reft,

II The fccond is Enjoyment-—* their works
do follow thcm. y '

. This ﬁgurativc language evidently points to
that high and pofitive ftate of felicity which the
faints fhall enjoy in heaven, which is the confe-

_ quence and reward :of their works. It conveys
to us alfo, in the modé of expreflion, two other

" truths of the higheft importance—the firft, that
 the habits of a holy life are peceffary to qualify

men for the poffeffion of Heaven ; becaufe,/with-
~out them, they neither could defire it as their

abode, nor could they enjoy the pure and fpirit-
+wal pleafures that conflitute to the pious the hap-
- pinefs of the place,—The fecond, that their re-
-wards there fhall be proportioned to the ad- .
vances they have made in the divine life, and to
the labours they have endured, the dangers they
-~ have encountered, and the fervices they have
performed for the benefit, and above all, for the -
falvation of mankind, which is the fervice of' .

Chrift Jefus, their mafter and their Lord., On
“this fubje&, the apoftle Paul hath taught us—¢He
. * that foweth {paringly, thall reap fparingly, and
“ he that foweth bountifully, fhall alfo reap boun-
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“ tifully*,” ¢ There is one glory of the Sus,
¢ and another glory of the Moon, and another
“ glory of the ftars, and one ftar differeth from
¢ anotheér in glory ; fo alfo fhall it be in the re«
“ furrcétion of the dead}.” The moft pious,
faithful, and fuccefsful fervants of Jefus Chrift,
fhall fhine with the higheft luftre and enjoy the

~

“moft confummate happinefs in his eternal king-

dom. What an animating motive" was this to
g

the fortitude of the primitive martyrs! What -
~ an illuftrious, what a divine encouragement is it
to the duty of every believer in Chrift, and efpe-

cially, to the fidelity of every diligent and labo-
rious minifter of his holy religion! If he does

* not reap his reward in this world, he fhail re-

ceive one proportionably more rich and glorious
in the world to come; where * the wife fhall

¢ fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament, and

% they that turn many to righteoufne(s, as the
¢ ftars for ever and ever}.” Letus, my brethren,
remember, however, the great and fundamental
doétrine, laid by the apoftles at the foundation of
our hopes, that * it is not by works of righteonf-

nefi which we have done,” but that * by grace-

we are faved.” " Thofe works cannot be prefent-

ed at the throne of divine juftice, asformingany

abfolute claim to the rewards of heaven; but,
' N

- 3Cor.9.6. + 1Cor15.41,42. 1§ Dan. 12.3.

L
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they become, by the gracious promife of God,
the title of a believer to a recompence that infi-
nitely tranfcends any claim that can be grounded
on the merit of human obedience. They follow
him,.not as a meritorious meafure ; but as mea-
furing, fo to fpeak, the infinite proportions of di-
vine grace ‘and of heavenly glory,

The gradations of rank, of fplendor and fe-
licity, among the redeemed in heaven, are but
faintly and obfcurely marked to usin holy fcrip-
ture. It is more eafy to impart to minds like
ours fome general apprehenfions of the glory
and peffc&ion of the ftate of Heaven, than nice-
ly to mark its degrees. A fcale of this kind re-
quires a knowledge of the fubje& more accurate
and juft than our limited faculties are able to re-
" ceive even from the holy fpirit of infpiration,
Such a fcale was not neceflarg to the end for which
this revelation was made tv!thc divine St. John,
which was to encourage the martyrs in thqir'
mortal and dreadful conflis. Their cr_uél fuf-
ferings and their unfhaken firmnefs, would in-
deed, procure for them a higher rank in the order
of the heavenly ftate, than others fhould -attain,
who had not been called to give the fame heroic
* proofs of their fidelity to their Lord. But, itis
the glory and felicity of that ftate, that {uftains
‘the coutage of a chriftian, and enables him to
trinmph over the moft formidable painsof death.
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This felicity and glory is the fubje& chiefly
pointed at in the text, and‘that to which, with-
out entering into any reprefentation that muft at
beft be fanciful concerning-the economy or gra-
dations of rank that may take place in the king=
dom of God, I fhall limit my view in the re-
maining part of this difcourfe.—But how fhall
we defcribe that which eye hath not feen, nor ear

-heard, and of which it hath not entered into the
hcart of man to conceive! It would require the
colours of heaven and a divine pencil to repre-
fent that celeftial ¢ city which hath no need of
¢ the fun, neither of the moon to fhine in it, for
¢ the glory of the Lord doth lighten it, and the
“ Lamb is'the light thereof. And the nations of
¢ them that are faved fhall walk in the light of
¢¢it, and there fhall in no wife enter into it any
“ thing that defileth, neither whatfoever work-
“ eth abomination, or maketh a lie; but they
¢ who are written in the Lamb’s book of life*.”

The improvements and the fublime perfec-
tion of human nature fhall be corr¢fpondent to
the glory of itshabitation. But both perhaps are .
equally out of the reach of our conceptions at
prefent.  'We muft a&tually have attained, before
we can fully comprehend, thofe immortal pow-

» Rcv.Azxv. 23, 24, 27.
C
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ers with which the dody fhall be raifed froem the
grave, and re-united to the foul, purified and ex-
alted by a nearer approach to God. It is raifed,
fzith the apoftle, in incorruption—in glory—in
power~It is raifed a fpiritual body* ! —Mark
that bold and extraordinary figure, It is allied
in its eflence to the immortal {pirit—compofed
of the moft pure and ative principles of matter
that refemble the purity and a&ivity of the foul—
incorruptible in its organization like the diamond
—{plendid in its appearance like the fun—rapid
and powerful in its movements like the lightning,
thit bears, in its courle, an image of the omni-
potence of the Creator,

The foul, purged from the dregs of fin, fhall
bear a higher refemblance of the perfe&ion of
God, in whofe image it was at firft created. Its
intelle& fhall be boundlefsly enlarged—its affec-
tions fhall be direfted with immortal and unceaf-
ing ardor to the eternal fource of love—and we
have reafon to believe that it {hall enjoy the power
. of unlimited excurfien into the works, and, if I
may fpeak fo," into the eflence of the Deity,

On a fubjec of which it is fo far beyond the
prefent powers of the human mind adequately te

*.q Cor. I5. 42, 43- 44
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¢onceive, it becomes us to fpeak with modefty
and caution, - In judging of it, reafon affords no
lights to - guide us—the fires of the imagination
will only miflead us—we muft takeour ideas
folely from the fcriptures of truth., And when
we colle@ together all that thofe {ublime oracles
of wifdom have faid upon this fubje&, and take
from the whole, thofc general views which they
give of the ftate and the felicity of Heaven, we
may range them under the heads of its glory—its
Immautability—and its cternity,

- Its glory—¢¢ It doth not, indeed, yet appear
¢ what we fhall be, but we know that, when he
¢¢ hall appear, we fhall be like him, for we fhall
“fee him as he is*.”—There the redeemed
‘dwell in the prefence of God, who alone can fill
the unlimited extent of their defires—There they
live in the delightful exercife of an eternal love,
and in the full poffeffion of all that can render
them fupremely bleffed—for, ¢ in his prefence is
“ fullnefs of joy, and at his right hand are plea-
¢ fures for evermoret.”—There they ceafe not
, celebrating in fongs of extacy, the infinite per-
fe&tions of God, and the boundlefs riches of re«
deeming love. ¢ Halleluiah ! Salvation, and glo-
¢ ry, and honor, and power unto the Lord our

* 1 John, 3. 2 + Ps. 16. 11,
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“God* 1” Worthy isthe Lamb tltat was ¢ flain
¢ to receive power, and riches, and wifdom, and
¢ ftrength, and honor, and glory, and blefling¥ !”
—There, according to the emblematical language
of the revelations, they are feated on thrones,
and receive from his hands celeftial diadems—
for, {aith the fpirit, *¢ they fhall rejgn with hmx
forever and everf.”

If human nature, notwithftanding all its pre-
fent imperfetions, is deftined to fuch improve-
ment and fuch felicity, much more is it reafon-
able to believe that the eternal habitations of the
pious, and the temple of the immediate prefence
of God, are infinitely fuperior in fplendor and
glory to all that we now behold in the fublimeft
or the moft: beautiful works of nature. “When
. this veil of fenfe fhall be withdrawn, what an
unutterable fcene of wonders fhall be difclofed !
Imagination cannot piture them, language can-
~not defcribe them, we have no powers, at pre-
fent, capable of admitting, or fuftaining the
view. Could we fuppofe a mole that grovels in
the earth, enveloped in abfolutc darknefs, and
circumfcribed to a few inches, to be-endued with
the powers of vifion and reafon, and fuddenly
admitted to contemplate, with the eye of Galli-
leo, or the mind of Newton, the fplendors and

® Rev. 19. 1.- 1 Rew. 5. 12, 1 Rew. 22. 5.
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the boundlefs extent of the univerfe, its ravifh- -

ment, its tranfports, its extacies would afford
but a faint image of the raptures of the foul

opening her immortal view on the glories of that -

celeftial world.

But the glory of the heavenly ftate confifts not - |

only in the augmented powers of human nature,
~ and, the external magnificence that adorns it, but
in the holy and devout, and, may I not add, the
benevolent and focial pleafures that reign there.

There ¢ the pure in heart fee God*”—there
“they. “ know even as alfo they are knownt’—
there they love without fin him whom it was their
fupreme delight to contemplate and to love on
earth,—And if, with the divine philofopher of
Greece, 1 may venture to fpeak fo, there they
mingle themfelves with God.—But this is a fub-
jet which I dare not touch. I fear to profane
it by the imperfe& eolouring, or the mifguided
fervors of fenfe.—Sometimes the humble and de-
-vout believer, - in the communion of his foul with
God, or in the celebration of the precious myfte-
ries of his grace in his temples here below, has
enjoyed fuch difcoveries of his infinite gaodnefs
and mercy as were almoft too powerful fo_r the

* Mat. 5. 8. +.1. Cor. 13. 12.
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fecble frame of flefh and blood—Ah ! what then
will be the manifeftations of heaven! My be-
Ioved brethren, an Almighty power, a celeftial

regencration will be neceflary to enable you to
fuftain the unutterable blifs!

I have ventured to mention alfo the focial and
benevolent pleafures of that ftate. And it will
not, perhaps, be the {malleft part of the felicity
of pious fouls to enter into the fociety, to partici--
pate the joys, and to receive the congratulations
of thofe perfe&t fpirits who have never fallen
from their retitude, and of the faints redeem-
ed from among men, who have gone before them
to take poffeffion of their promifed reft, ¢ There
¢ is joy in Heaven, faith Chrift, over one finner
¢ that repenteth*’—how much greater will be
their joy when he has efcaped the dangers of the
‘world, when he has no more caufe of repentance,
when he has kept the faith, when all his confli¢ts
and temptations are finifhed, and he has arrived
at the end of his courfe where nothing fhall ever
be able again to fhake the fecurity of his ftate, or
to impair the plenitude of his happinefs? What
high enjoyment will it be to meet there his fellow
travellers thro’ the dangerous pilgrimage of life,
efcaped from its pollutions and its {nares. Te

* Linke 15. 9+ %
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meet there with ¢ Abraham, Iaac and Jacoband:
all thz prophets,” with all the holy apoftles.and
martyrs of Chrift! To meet there the friends
who were moft dear to him on earth, whofe fouls
were mingled with his! To meet there his fel+
low chriftains out of every denomination, on
whom, perhaps, he had been accuftomed to look
with diftroft and jealoufy! Nay more; to meet
there, devout men like Cornelius from every na-
tion under heaven ; and to fee the grace of God
infinitely more extended than thofe narrow limits
which, probably, his prejudices had prefcribed
to it! What immortal confolations muft fill the
breafts of thofe who ¢ are come unto Mount Zi-
 on, unto the city of the living God, the hea-
¢ venly Jcrufalem, and to an innumerable com=
* pany of angels, to the general affembly of the
¢ church of the firft-born, who are written in
¢ Heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to

“ the fpirits of juft men made perfe@*!”
The immutability of the happinefs of Heaven
is another charater of it, that defervesour con-
- fideration, The power of God will place the re~
deemed ‘beyond the influence of temptation and
of fin, and the perfeCtion of the heavenly ftate:
will forever exempt them from all thofe caufes of

¢ Heb. 13. 33, 33
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frailty and change that exift upon earth, Itknows
no change except that of continual progreffion.
‘The prin¢ipal value of all our fources of c}xjoy- .
ment in this world is deftroyed by their inftabili-
ty. Every obje&t here -is mutable, and difap-
points thofe who expe&t permanent felicity from
it, and pierces thro’ with many forrows thofe who
_attempt to leanupon it. Even the comforts that
flow from religion in the prefent life are variable
and uncertain, becaufe the fan&ification of the
believer isftill partial and imperfe&. But, in
Heaven, being perfeély holy, he fhall be- com-
pletely and immutably happy.

~ Eternity is the idea that crowns and enriches
the whole, “ There fhall be no more deatk >,
faith the amen, the faithfol and true witnefs. The
felicity of the faints, like the being of God, fhall
be interminable. Glorious, and confolatory truth!
1 would willingly affift your minds to frame fome
meafure of an immortal exiftence, but how fhall
we meafure a fubje& that {o far furpafles our fee-
ble conceptions? Number  the ftars that fill the
‘ fky—reeckon the fands upon the fea fhore—ceunt
the drops in the immeafurable ocean—compute
the atoms that compofe the globe—multiply them
by millions of years, and when this amazing. fuc-
ceflion -of duration fhall have been finifhed, and
repeated as many: times as are eéqual to its own
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‘units, eternity will be but beginning-—Beginning ?
It cannot be faid to be begun. It is wroag to ap-
ply any term which meafures progreffion to that
which has no period. In this aftonifhing and
boundlefs idea the mind is overwhelmed ! What
a glory doesit fhed over #he inheritance of the
Jaints in light! How ftrongly is it calculated to
-awaken the defires of a believer after the ref? that
remainetk for the people of God! 1 may add, how
well is it fitted to confole thofe who mourn over
their friends who fleep in Jefus! If, at any time,
the mind is ready to fink under the weight of its
fufferings in the prefent life, and to repine at the
~ will of God, will it not become patient, and even
thankful again, when it looks forward to that im-
mortal bleflednefs to which every calamity that
tends to crufh this frail tenement of clay is only
haftening our paffage? ¢ For, our light afflitions,
. “ which are but fora moincnt, work out for us a
¢ far more exceeding and eternal weight of glo-
“ ry ; while'we look, net at the things which are
¢ feen, but at the things which are not feen ; for
¢ the things which are feen are temporal, but the
“ things which are not feen are eternal*.”

Bleffed are the dead who die in the Lord! yea
faith the Spirit, that they may reft from their la- .

* 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18
D
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bours, and their works do follow them! What a
‘confolatory, what a fublime and glorious object
is here prefented to the faith and hope of good
men, and confirmed by the faithful aflfeveration
of the eternal Spirit of truth! All the fufferings,
induced by fin in the prefent life, there come to
an everlafting period—All the joys that human

nature, exalted and improved with immortal pow-.

ers, can fuftain fhall be poffeflfed by the redeemed,
and fhall continually increafe in" an endlefs pro-
grefion—There you behold them in the midft of
their heavenly country from which they fhall be

'no more exiled—There they contemplate ; with-

out a veil, inthe clear, unclouded vifion of Hea-
ven, the adorable perfeions of God—They be-
hold himenthroned inglory ineffable, from whence
he difpenfes happinefs to countlefs myriads of
blefled fpirits—Rivers of pleafures iffue from the
foot of the eternal throne—They bathe themfelves
—allow me the image—in thofe pure and celef-
tial fireams—They are abforbed in the extafies of
a divine and immortal love, - -

The preceding refletions, my brethren, while
they may ferve to confole us under the griefs and
preflures of life, and to animate u$ in our chrift
‘tiun courfe, are, I.truft, peculiarly applicable to
the {tate of our beloved brother who has finifhed
his courfe, and gone to his reft. Let me, there-
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fore, for a few moments, call your attention more

- immediately to the interefting and affliGting oc-

cafion of our prcﬁent meeting. !

~ Your paftor has bpcn removed from you, bya
fudden and unexpectted ftroke of Providence, ale
moft in the morning of his life, and the beginning

_ofhis ufefulnefs. Young, a&tive, and diligent in

the duties of his holy calling, I am perfuaded he,
has created a deep and tender intereft in each of
your hearts, And I perceive that, in this event,

- you mourn the lofs, not only of an excellent man,

and a worthy and refpe@table minifter of the gof-

-pel, but of a monitor, a comforter, a friend, and,

may I not.add notwithftanding his agc? even of
afather i in Chnﬂ: Jelus.

| I. would h'cr‘f‘:' pay a tribute to the deep ,and‘,
realonable griefs of his bereaved family, and,

~while I juftified their forrow, fuggeft fome topics

of confolation drawn from the preceding difcourfe ;
but the fubjeét is too tender.—Oh! that our piety
could adopt the language of that venerable pro-
phet and prieft of the Moft High God!—* It is
the Lord, let him do what feemeth him good*.”
Or of that paiignt and affli¢ted patriarch whofe -

. griefs have hardly had a parallel among men—

* 1 Sam. 3. 18.
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“ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away,
‘¢ and bleffed be the name of the Lordt!”

The beft eulogy of Mr. Gilbert Snowden
would be a faithful hiftory of himfelf. I cannot
here attempt minutely to trace it. A few only
of the prominent features of his charaéer I fhall
endeavour to fketch. And I fhall ftudy to do it
with that fimplicity and plainnefs that becomes a
narration of truth.—Early in life, in the ftudies
both of the fchool and of the college, he
difcovered a promptnefs of parts, and ardor of
mind that prefaged, under a prudent and wife di-
reition, great refpetability and ufefulnefsin riper
age. Blefled with a pious domeftic education,
the principles of religion made an early impreffion
on his mind. And notwithftanding the great vi-
vacity of his natural difpofition, which fo often
proves a {nare to youth, the reftraints of princi-
ple, of reafon and of confcience, ftill retained their
influence. The fame happy principles, under the
. dire@ion of divine grace, led him eventually to
the jufteft fentiments of his duty to God, and to
mankind‘.’ His deep and earneft concern for the
things that belonged to his eternal peace iffued in
a calm and fettled hope in+the divine mercy thro’
Jefus Chrift, His religion refted upon the rock

4+ Job. 1. 21.
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of ages. And a fervert {pirit of piety animated
. all his private virtues, and his public daties.

Y

For a fhort time after receiving his firft degree

in the arts, he applied himfelf to the ftudy of
the laws of his country. But, inflamed with the
love of doing good, and the defire of confecrat-
ing his talents to his Saviour, he relinquifhed the
purfuit of that honorable and ufeful profeffion,
for one that attratted him ftill more, as being
more immediately conne&ed with the glory of
his Redeemer, and the immortal interefts of his

fellow men. An anecdote, relative to this fub-
je&, which he fometimes repeated to his friends, -

is, perhaps, not unworthy of being mentioned in
this place. -His'mind being naturally ardent and.
afpiring, he entered on the ftudies of jurifpru-
dence and politics with elevated and ambitious
views. He purfued them with indefatigable ap-
plication, and was making fuch proficiency as
promifed fuccefs to his withes. At this peciod,
the death of an eminent attorney who €njoyed
great reputation at the bar, and had rifen to fome
of the ficft honors in his country, ftruck his mind
with one of thofe trains of refleGtion which fome-
times {pring from partieunlar events, and have a
great influence on the character and purfuits of
life, and which can hardly be accounted for ex-
cept by a fecret agency of divine providence. He
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afked himfelf, what now is fame, or wealth, or
~all the honors and fplendorsof this world to him
who can enjoy them no more? In a few days,
af the boafted diftintions among mankind,
which too often fofter vanity and pride, fhall be"
laid in the duft. " All that they Aave been is then
nothing, that only isreal which they fzall be for-
ever. My earthly ambition I fee is vain, I will
look to 4igher obje@s, and give it fcope in a
boundlsfi-and eternal {cene—I will feek an inkeri-
Zance that is uncorrupted, undefiled, and that.fad-
etk not away—1 will afpire to glory only in that
heavenly kingdom where they that are wife frall
Jhine as the brightncfs of the firmament, and they
" that turnmany to rightsoufnefs as the flars forever
and ever.—From that moment he .devoted his
whole attention to the miniftry of the gofpel.

To embrace the office of the miniftry is, in
our country, to abandon the road of civil hon-
ors and- emoluments, It is, when we confider
merely the fplendors and dignities of the prefent
world, to confine genius and talents to an humble
- Iphere from which they can never hope to
cmerge, It isto embrace a voluntary poverty*,
and, by two contraditory caprices of public

* I mean in comparifon with the fortunes which men of ta-
lents acquire in other lawful profeffions,

-
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opinion, to be obliged to maintain the appear-
ance of a certain rank and fortune, and yet, be
rigidly precluded, except at the rifk of reputa-
tion and ufefulnefs, from the means of attaining
or improving either. It is one, and no inconfi-
derable proof, of a fincere and zealous piety in
‘your departed paftor, that he renounced the prof-
peéts to which he was invited in purfuing the firft
pfofcﬂion he had chofen—and that he devoted to
the fervice of Chrift his mafter a gentcel and ea-
{y patrimony, derived from a parent whofe induf-
try had procured for him an honorable affluence.
—But you, my brethren, had other proofs of his
{incerity and piety. You were witnefles how ho-
lily, how diligently and unblameably‘ he behaved
himfelf among you who believe—with what faith-
fulnefs and zeal he preached the gofpel—with
what firmnefs he reproved the diforderly—with
what tendernefs he confoled the afflited—with
what paternal affiduity he vifited your families,
~and taught you, according to the apoftolic ex-
~ ample, from houfe to houfe. The affe&ionate
attachment which you manifefted to him in life—
this numerous affembly that attends his remains
to the duft—and the grief that is fettled on eve-
ry countenance, ftrongly atteft the fidelity and
prudence with which he difcharged his paftoral
fun&tions in the midft of you., He recommend-
ed himfelf to every man’s judgment, and toeve-
ry man’s heart,
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Mr. Snowden’s piety to God was united with
the moft amiable and benevolent attentions te
mankind, ., His charities were liberal. His focial
difpofitions warmly attached the affeCtions of the
~ peopleof this charge, and gained a ready accefs
to their hearts, for thofe pious refleftions which
he was prone to mingle with the cheerfulnefs of
converfation. Religion in him bore nothing
gloomy or auftere in its afpe&, or allied to fuper-
ftition in its pra&ice. If in the firft moments of
his religious zeal, the native ardor of his mind
feizing on obje&s fo great, and fo new to him as
thofe of the eternal wbrld, led him to form
ideas of piety above the prefent ftandard and con-
dition of human nature, refleion, judgment and
acquaintance with the holy fcriptures foon ena-
bled him to corre& them, and to frame to himfelf
a fyftem of virtue and praical holine(s, highly
rational and juft, His pious affeGtions feemed to
be habitually in a&, and to mingle themfelves
with every domeftic, focial and public engage-
ment. His converfation was always cheerful and
“animated, his difpofitions to fociety warm and
affettionate, his fpirit candid and  liberal, and
along with the great prineiples of piety, juftice,
and charity, he confidered it as incumbent on a
chriftian, according to the apoftolic direétion to
cultivate ¢ whatfoever things are Jovely, whatfo-
¢ ever things are of good report ; and, if there
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€ is any virtue, if there is any praife, t6 think of
¢ thefe things*,”

Your deceafed minifter and friend is to be cone

fidered, not only as a faithful paffor, but as an

ufeful man. "He was growing into great impor-
tance and refpe@ability in the judicatories of the
church, And the flourifhing circumftances of
this congregatiol—the decency of its public wor-
fhip—the order of its finances—the regularity of
its difcipline—the accuracy of its records—
and.the readinefs and pleafure with which the
reciprocal duties which a people owe to their
paftor have been difcharged, are all'fo many
monuments to his praife, His counfel and exam-
ple promoted induftry. He was forward in ad-
vancing every fcheme of improvement among the

“people.  An excellent citizen himfelf, he incul-

cated the duties of good citizenfhip, as being
among the effential virtues of chriftianity. Vigi-
lant for the public /iberty, he knew that liberty it-
fcIf could not exift without fubordination to-the
laws, An enemy to faion and fedition—abhor-
ring thofe intrigues, cabals, and flanders that tend
te difturb the peace of the ftate, he ever taught
it to be as much the duty of a good man to fub- -
mit to the higher powers in the exccution of their

e ¢ Phl. 4.8,
B



€3 )

‘Jawful fundtions, as to be prudent and circum.
fpe&t in the vfe of that portion of fovereignty
that each citizen enjoys, by which thofe powers
themf{elves are appointed.—But what fhall I fay?
As a citizen——as a neighbour—as a friend——as an
attive, ufeful, amiable ‘member of fociety, you
were witnefles of his virtues, and, I am per-
fuaded, you will long hold the memory of them
dear.—As a paftor you loved him, Youn now
follow himp with your téars and fighs to his grave.
Every family thinks it has loft in him a brother,
or a father, He has left, I truft, in your houfes
and inyour hearts, thofe preciousfeeds of piety and
truth which will'fpring up, and bear fruit to the
glory of God when he bas received his reward,

My brethren, he has often called you by his
living voice to repentance. He has illuftrated
“and urged your duty., By his death he calls you
in a voice ftill louder and more folemn, He
fpcaks to you from the eternal world, where he
{ecs in everlafting colours the importance of the
truths he has fo often preached—from that tri-
bunal where /e has rendered his account, and
~where you muft alfo fhortly appear to anfwer for
‘your improvement of the bleffings of the gbfpel.

—Sometimes the removal of a faithful minifter .

is the moft tremendous warning a people can re-
ccive, When God faith in his difpleafure, “my
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<« fpirit fhall not alwayﬁ ftrive with man*,” he
often bggins. the execution of a' threatening fo
awful by taking from them the means of grace.
Let the young and thoughtlefs, let the impeni-
tent and prefumptuous, let the old and hardened,
let thofe who are without God and without Chrift
in the world, ferlouﬂy confider this alarming
truth,

- But many of you, my brethren, cherith in
your hearts, along with his memory, the precious
leffons you have heard from his lips. Let them
now become more precious by recolle&tion, De«
monftrate your value for them by your zeal tore-
place among you the ordinances of Chrift, and
-to have 4is inftruftions repeated, confirmed, and

~ .extended to you and to your ehildren,

For himfelf, tho’ juft in the frefhnefs and vi-

- gor of life, and in the midft of profpe@ts of ufe-
‘fulnefs and reputation'that were daily enlarging,
it has pleafed a fovereign Providence to callhim
‘#way from a young and terider family—frem a
bereaved congregation—and from his labours in

the church of Chrift.—Obfcure, often, and myf

 terious. are thy difpenfations infinite God! But
tho’ clouds and ¢ darknefs appear to be rounsd

-

.Gcnc 66 30 | !
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about thee,” we believe and confefs that™ ¢¢ juf®
"¢ tice and judgment are the habitation of thy
. ¢ throne, mercy and truth forever go before thy
“fuce*!” " He refts from his labours, and his
works do follow fim. Let this be the confolation
of furviving mourners. Tho’ the ftroke is pain-
ful—tho’ the bereavement is fevere, and grief,
for a moment, may overwhelm the  weaknefs of
human nature’; yet a pious man will not murmur
againit the will of God—a good man would not
with to call him - away from the felicitv that he
enjoys. Our own felf-love maft yield to the con-
fidcrations of his fuperior happinefs and glory.
My brethren in the gofpel of our Lord Jefus
Chriftt! This mournful event addrefles a feri-
ous and important admonition to us, ZhAe hare
vejtis great, and the labourers are few ; and when
we fee our fellow labourers called by the mafter
from the midft of the field, how fhould it increafe
our diligence, and re-animate our zeal to fulfil
the additional tafk which he feems to be laying
on our hands ! —We are liable to be too forget~
ful both of our work, and our account, as well
as thofe to whom we fo frequently addrefs thefe
remonftrances in the name of God, Oursisaa’

* Ps. 97. 2. and 89. vs4. .
+ The clergy who were prefent;
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interefting work—ours will be a moft folemn ac-
count. O Lord of the harveft! when we come
to the clofe of our day, may we have fo lived

and laboured that our works fhall follow us to a°
blefled reward !

My beloved brethren of every clafs! There
lies before us an inftrutive obje@t—From the
tomb it calls ‘to us, be ye alfo ready !—* Stand,
¢ therefore with your lvins girded, and your
¢ lamps burnimg, waiting for the coming of the
¢ bridegroom, that, ‘when he fhall appear, ye
 may be ready to go in with him,”” and to cele-
brate. with him, in his father’s houfe, the ever-
lafting feftival of love and joy.

To this end, O moft merciful God ! everim-
part to usthe gracious aids of thy holy {pirit, for
the fake of Jefus Chrift thine only fen, 'who is
the Lord our righteoufnefs, and who is over all,
God blefled forever! AMEN!
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