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DISCOURSE

On the Guilt and Folly of being

aſhamed of Religion .

MARK viii . 38 .

WHOSOEVER THEREFORE SHALL BE ASHAMED OF

ME AND OF MY WORDS IN THIS ADULTEROUS

AND SINFUL GENERATION, OF HIM ALSO SHALL

The SON OF MAN BE ASHAMED ,WHEN HE COMETH

IN THE GLORY OF HIS FATHER, WITH THE HOLY
ANGELS .

T
10 perform our duty, and then without often

tation to ayow it, is our moſt honourable

and uſeful character. It is fulfilling the firſt

law of our nature, and extending religion and virtue

in the world , by the influence of our example.

To be aſhamed of our duty , is to be aſhamed of

our glory. To acknowledge its obligation in ſecret,

and yet diſguiſe it before men, diſcovers a weakneſs,

and duplicity of mind that is no leſs inconſiſtent

with dignity of character, than with piety. The

ſentiment of ſhame, that gives to the opinion of

others ſo great authority over our conduct, is origin

S ally
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ally a wiſe and excellent law of nature. But, the

depravity of man hath perverted the beſt principles,

and changed the moſt ingenuous feelings of the heart

into miniſters of ſin. Great crimes are evidently

oppoſed to the intereſt of ſociety, and therefore they

are condemned by public opinion. The depravity

of the human heart is equally oppoſed to the ſpirit

oftrue religion ; and therefore the manners, and, at

leaſt, the oftenſible opinions of the world contradict

the purity and fimplicity of the Goſpel. The one

oppoſes vice in the extreme ; the other tends to

encourage vice in a certain degree.

The world hath fo accommodated its converſa

tion, its wit, and its opinions to its manners, that men,

inthe cauſe of piety, are afraid ofincurring its cenſure

orcontempt. They want courage to oppoſe the ſtream

of cuſtom -- they.renounce their duty in compliance

with faſhionable vice, or they conceal their inward

reverence for it, and, againſt their conviction , they

live like the world .

be

conſidered in a variety of lights. Our Saviour in

pronouncing this ſentence, had probably an imme

diate view to the teſtimony which his diſciples would

be called to bear to his name before the tribunals of

their unrighteous judges, where the ſplendor of

To be aſhamed of Chriſt is a ſin that may

courts
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courts, the ſcoffs of enemies, the ignominy of pun.

iſhments, and the humble and unfriended condition

of the firſt chriſtians would all contribute to ſubdue

their minds, to make themaſhamed of their Maſter's

croſs, and to deprive them of the courage neceſſary

toprofeſs, or to ſuffer for his deſpiſed cauſe.

Honor elevates the mind, and gives fortitude to

the weak . Shame is an enfeebling principle that

takes even from the brave the confidence neceſſary to

avow truth, and the firmneſs neceſſary to endure

ſuffering. Indeed to be aſhamed of Chriſt, and to

deny him , are fo intimately connected as cauſe and

effect, that St. Matthew , in expreſſing this declaration

of our Saviour, ſays, “ whoſoever ſhall deny me before

men, him will I alſo deny before my Father who is

in heaven . "

Í

THROUGH the goodneſs of God, we are not

cxpoſed to perſecution. But living in an age in

which cuſtom , in which the powers of wit and ridi

cule, in which the honors of ſociety, and in which

even reaſon and philofophy have been engaged on

the ſide of vice, we are liable to diſguiſe the truths of

the Goſpel, and to be aſhamed ofChriſt with a more

criminal weakneſs than they who ſuffered their con

ftancy to be ſhaken by the majeſty of tribunals, and

the terror offames. It is this evil which I propoſe

from the text to explain and condemn,
I
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1

V

I. By pointing out what is implied in being

aſhamed of Chriſt and his words, and

II. By demonſtrating its folly and its guilt.

I. In pointing out what is implied in being afha

med of Chriſt and his words, I ſhall treat of the

ſentiment of ſhame directly — and unfold ſome of its

principal cauſes, and conſequences, as they affect the

profeſſion of Religion.

If . In the firſt place, the ſentiment of ſhame.

This, like other ſimple feelings and emotions of the

human mind, cannot be eaſily underſtood , except by

exciting the perception, and calling to mind the

occaſions on which we have moſt ſenſibly felt its

conſtraints . Let us recollect thoſe feaſons in which

a ſinful regard to the obſervation of men has tempt

ed us to decline the duty to which we have been

urged by our own hearts -- or, in which we have gone

into criminal compliances with the world, through

a weakneſs of mind that was unable to ſupport the

preſence, or to contradict the opinions of our fellow

finners. Let young perſons, particularly recollect

their fears, left it ſhould be known that they worihip

God, and pay to the Creator the firſt duty of a

creature. Recolleet what it is that ſometimes

clothes
you with a light and thoughtleſs air in the

houſe ofGod ; afraid to be ſerious, left you ſhould

appear too much to believe the Goſpel, or to be

affected by its truths,
WHEN,
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When, at any time, the divine word begins to

ſeize upon your hearts, what is it that excites you to

Thake off the conviction ? And when, almoſt per,

ſuaded to be Chriſtians, what withholds you
from

being perſuaded altogether ? It is ſhame. You are

afraid the world will re mark it - the world, whoſe

preſence weighs more with you than the authority of

an inviſible Deity. If you feel the compunctions of

repentance, you fear left they ſhould be imputed to

melancholy, or to weakneſs. If you perceive the

duty and importance of making falvation your firſt

care, and of honoring your Saviour by a public pro

feffion of his name ; yet, you want the neceſſary

refolution to encounter the world to meet the ſneers

of
your companions, their looks of ſuſpicion , their

hints ofhypocrify, their preſages of inconſtancy .

Thus may every hearer underſtand this ſentiment

by recalling to mind the occaſions on which he has

felt it, and on which it has checked his deſire, or

deſtroyed his reſolutions of duty.

IInd. I ſhall farther illuſtrate it by pointing out

ſome of its principal cauſes. Theſe may be reduced .

to the three that follow — the pain of ſingularity -- the

power of ridicule -- the want ofſincerity.

SINGULARITY is always painful to an ingenuous

mind, It ſeems to hold us out as exceptions from

chc
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1

the general law of human nature as inſenſible to

its feelings and worthy neither ofthe affections, nor

of the confidence of mankind. Singularity always

attracts the cenfure of the world, or, by contradicting

general practice, or opinions, it invites contempt.

The public manners have numbers on their ſide

fufficient to brand with ignominy whatever , by dif

fering from them , implies their condemnation .

Superſtition, contraction of ſentiment, weakneſs of

mind, illiberality ofheart, are the mildeſt reproaches

that faſhionable diſſipation beſtows on piety that

dares to be ſingular. Wealth and power, objects

before which the human mind is prone to bow ,

being too often on the ſide of vicious faſhion, give

it great advantage in eſtabliſhing wrong ideas of

honor and diſgrace. And becauſe the multitude of

men of ſcience, like the vulgar multitude, are fre

quently in the fame intereſts, even philoſophy and

wit have been preſſed into its ſervice by theſe its

obedient fons. To withſtand ſo many formidable

enemies is an arduous taſk even for confirmed virtue.

Little is thewonder then if firſt reſolutions in religion

ſhouldbe ſhaken by them ; and if the young ſhould

ſometimes not have fortitude to bear up againſt them .

To be ſingular in piety is to dare incur contempt for

the deſpiſed croſs. A hard facrifice for human

pride, and eſpecially for juvenile virtue ! Many more

are found who are ready to forſake the Saviour, than

who
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who have firmneſs of mind ſufficient to overcome

the conſtraints of a falſe ſhame. Imperious faſhion,

both in conduct and opinion, will for ever ſway the

worldly heart. To riſe above its influence requires

an extraordinary zeal in religion, that ſeems to anni

hilate the temptations of the world, or an eſtabliſhed

and reſpected character in piety that gives a man

authority over his own actions. But, in the com

mencement of a religious life, and before a character

in it hath become appropriated, as it were, and ſacred ,

for a man to enter into the ſociety of his companions

with referve-- to go with it only a certain length

to ſeem to enjoy it with conſtraint to reproach them

by more ſevere and corrected morals, and to incur

their fufpicion; obloquy, or contempt, requires

uncommon prudence, and uncommon fortitude.

How often does the diſmaying power of ſhame ſub

due the heart before ſo many difficulties !

ANOTHER fource of falſe ſhame is found in the

power ofridicule.

Ridicule is perhaps the ſevereſt aſſault which

a man about to enter upon duty is called to ſuſtain .

It is apt to diſmay and humble him much more than

the coolneſs of contempt, or the violence of power.

So ſenſible of its force are ſome infidels, that with this

weapon alone, do they attack chriſtianity which they

have

B
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have ſo long in vain affailed by reaſon . It is a ſpe

cies of attack which every man can uſe againſt

religion ; becauſe all can laugh, though few can

reaſon . Itcan be uſed againſt religion with peculiar

ſucceſs ; becauſe its perfections are often inviſible to

fenſe, or withdrawn from the view, while the imper

fections of its profeſſors, which are miſtaken for it,

are obvious to every eye. The ſaints ! The hypo

crites ! The weak fools ! are titles that will furniſh

abundant fources of amuſement to thoſe who miſtake

names for characters, and laughter for wit. And

when other matter fails; mimickry, the loweſt ſpecies

of ridicule, comes in with a thouſand malicious and

falſe additions to dreſs out the last ſcenes of humble

diverſion. The wife and experienced chriſtian arrives

at length to feel his ſuperiority over theſe ludicrous

attacks ; but the young and inexperienced find them

almoſt irreſiſtible. They feel the humiliating con

tempt of laughter--they are degraded in their own

eſteein -- ridicule diſmays them -- a ſenſeleſs ſmile

fubdues their hearts - and, before a ſinful generation,

they are aſhamed of Chriſt, and of his words.

In the conſciouſneſs of wanit of fincerity we find

another cauſe of that weak ſhame which is prone

to deny, or to diſguiſe our reverence for religion ,

Pretences to an unſupported character are, in the

higheſt degree, diſhonorable and reproachful. The

world ,
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world, that differs in ſo many things from the difci.

ples of Chriſt, agrees with them in condemningviſible

hypocriſy. Many young perſons, dreading the con

tempt that is due to this character, are deterred fiom

making a declared choice of religion. Conſcious

that a conduct grave, devout and holy, ſhould

accompany the profeſſion of piety, and fearing left

they want that ſincere and courageous zeal which

will enable them to make ſuch a refolute and con

ſpicuous change of life as becomes the followers of

Chriſt, they decline to appear openly for his cauſe.

They are afraid of diſcovering for it that reverence

and attachment which they really feel, left they

ſhould not be able to ſupport the profeſion with

uniformity and conſiſtency. Ah ! my brethren, if

our hearts were ſincere, the importance and glo: y of

divine things would at once decide our choice, and

overcome the apprehenſions of being ever willing to

facrifice them to worldly intereſts, or to worldly

pleaſures ; to the follicitations, or the ſneers of men.

But inſincerity fears the reproach of hypociiſy more

than it fearshypocriſy itſelf - inſincerity ſhrinks fiom

the opinion of a worm , but does not tremble before the

juſtice of the Creator - inſincerity is aſhamed of our

glory, in the midſt of finners who are forever glory

ing in their ſhame.

IIId. The conſideration of the effects as well as

the cauſes of this principle will aſſiſt in explaining its

nature,
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nature. One of the moſt certain conſequences of

being aſhamed of duty is to lead to boldneſs and

audacity in vice . Shame is, perhaps, the evidence of

a middle character, neither yirtuous nor abandoned.

It is always accompanied with ſome remaining

reverence for God. But, judging, from the licen

tious face of the world, that other finners are not

ſubject to the ſame conſtraints, it bluſhes for this

fentiment as for a weakneſs. Endeavouring to cover

its belief, or its fears, it aſſumes a greater ſhew of

infidelity and licence than perhaps is real. It foon

affects to talk in the ſtile of the world --to divert itſelf

with ſerious perſons, and at length , with ſerious

things - it gives hints of libertiniſm , which it repre

ſents as ſuperiority to vulgar prejudice - it fome

țimes puſhes theſe appearances farther than would be

neceffary, if men were really infidels, to ſecure to

themſelves, without controverſy, that honorable

character. But conſcious inſincerity urges them to

extremes to cover its own deceptions. And men

being prone to form their opinions, no leſs than to

derive their feelings, from fympathy, theſe mutual

appearances contribute to create, at length, that vice

and infidelity to which all, in the beginning, only

pretend. It is, beſides, a principle of human nature,

that pretence itſelf willultimately form thoſe difpofi

tions and habits which it continues to affect.

But if ſhame more modeſtly reſolves not to

renounce ,
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renounce, but to poſtpone the care ofour ſalvation ,

is there not reafon to fear that this unhappy reſolution

will eventually come to the fame iffue ? Need I

repeat in this aſſembly the uſual fruits of delay ?

Ah ! my brethren, men always find the ſamereaſons

for delaying and thoſe who, through a falſe ſhame,

and fear of the world, poftpone their duty, may

uſually be conſidered, in effect, as reſolving to

renounce it. If conſcience, however, or, if other

motives prevail with ſome men , who are, notwith

ſtanding, under the influence of a criminal ſhame,

openly to acknowledge their Saviour,will it not often

corrupt theprinciples,and pervert the ſpirit ofreligion ?

They ſtudy to accommodate its ſpirit and principles

to the opinions and manners of the world,that theworld

feeing nothing in their piety but its own image, may

ceaſe to reproach them . Piety becomes with them prus

dential maxims of behaviour. The diſtinguiſhing

doctrines oftheGoſpel,the denialofourlivesthe regen

eration of the heart ,and ſpirituality of ffe, are little tobe

obſerved in perſons who are afraid ofnothing ſo much

as of being remarked for religious fingularity ; and

who aim no higher than to pay the ſame ceremonious

reſpect to the church which they do to the world ,

Left their piety ſhould be reproached as ſuperfic.ion,

they are careful, perhaps, to make it underſtood that

they do not place toohigh avalue on the publicinſti

tutions of religion. Leſt it ſhould be derided as

enthuſiaſm , do they not baniſh from their devotion all

appearances

ز
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appearances of zeal ? Left they ſhould incur the

imputation of a narrow or illiberal mind, do they not

often run fo far into the principles and manners of a

diffolute
age that hardly can you diſcern they are the

friends of religion ?

Having thus far conſidered what is implied in

being aſhamed of Chriſt and of his words---

I proceed

IIdly. To ſhew its folly and its guilt: “ Ofhim

alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed .”

The folly and the guilt of this vice are reciprocal.

They mutually contribute to illuſtrate and aggravate

each other . In this connection, its folly deſerves in

the firſt place, to be conſidered with the moſt ſerious

attention . It conſists

Ift. In being aſhamed of our true glory.

2nd. In hoping to avoid, by renouncing religion ,

an evil which cannot be ſhunned among men, I

mean, detraction and ridicule.

3d, In fearing an imaginary evil, that is, reproach

for real virtue and piety.

4th. And, finally, in expoſing ourſelves to infinite

danger for the ſake of covering a fruitleſs deception.

ift. Ir conſiſts in the firſt place, in beinga ſhamed

ofour true glory.my

WHAT
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What is the higheſt glory of man ?-Whether

we conſider ourſelves as creatures, as ſinners to be

redeemed, or as moral agents, the moſt important

lights in which we can be viewed , our glory and our

duty are the fame.- Obedience, to the Creator,

gratitude to the Saviour, and conformity to the laws

of our nature. If God is our parent, and the author

of our being, doth not every idea of duty and of

honor, require us to worſhip him , and publicly to

claim our relation to him ? On the worthy and obe

dient child, the virtues of the parent are reflected ; and

every related object derives a ſplendor from the

dignity of the principal. But examine all the things

on earth that are the ſubjects of human boaſting, and

are they not, in his preſence, “ leſs than nothing, and

"vanity ? ” - O God ! the univerſal Father ! Origin of

being ! Fountain ofGood ! in union to thee, in con

forinity to thine image, in obedience to thy will,

conſiſts the glory of the rational and moral nature !

To be aſhamed ofthee is not the abſurdity only , but

the madneſs of human folly !

6

GRATITUDE to the Saviour is the ſecond duty,

and the ſecond honor of man . To ſhew a defect of

gratitude where it is juſtly due, is a deciſive proofof

a degenerate and ignoble mind. But the greatneſs

and condeſcenſion of the Redeemer, the meanneſs and

the guilt of man , concur in this caſe, to impoſe a

boundleſs
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boundleſs claim on our gratitude and love. Is it not

our true glory, my brethren, to feel, with all their

force, the infinite obligations created by redemption ?

Is it not our glory, to acknowledge them with

warmer gratitude; in proportion as they are forgotten

or neglected by the world ? Yes, this is the dictate

of a true, a generous, a grateful, as well as pious

heart.

Laſtly, The honor of man conſiſts in fulfilling

the end of our being, which is the will of God . But

this weak principle, which makes him defert his duty ,

changes, at the ſame time, and degrades his rational

and moral nature, and ſinks them from their original

and native glory, the one to a refemblance of brutal

natures, the other, to an image of infernal ſpirits.

O man !, ambitious of glory ! afraid of nothing fo

much as of diſgrace ! Unwiſe and fooliſh man !

Thou art aſhamed of thy glory ! and thou glorieft

in thy ſhame!

2nd. The folly of being aſhamed of our duty

appears, in the next place, in vainly hoping to avoid,

by renouncing religion, an evil which cannot be lhun .

ned among men , I mean detraction and ridicule.

What is the world but a vaſt theatre where envy

and malice are perpetually ſharpening the tongues and

the wit ofmen againſt each other ? What is half the

intercourſe
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intercourſe of life but a ſcene of obloquy and ſneer,

where the characters of the abſent are the conſtant

facrifice to the vanity of the preſent ? Whereever

you have rivals, and that is, whereever you have

acquaintance of the ſame ſex, or age, or profeſſion

with yourſelf, you find thoſe whoſe weak minds have

no other means of exalting themſelves, but by

depreſſing you. Change then your life , you only

change the ſubject of diſcourſe. You cannot gain ,

by continuing ofthe party of ſinners, what you fear

to loſe by embracing the cauſe of religion -- their

friendſhip or their good opinion. And why ſhould

you fear, in the fervice of God alone, an evil to

which you muſt be equally, or even more expoſed

by remaining in the intereſts of the world ?-I ſay

more expoſed ; for it greatly augments the folly of

this ſin ,

3d. In the next place, that while it incurs a real, it

flies from an imaginary evil. It fears reproach for

religion , when, in reality, the world has no reproach

to make; when, inſtead of deſpiſing, it reſpects the

beautiful and ſupported character of piery . Wiſdom

and goodneſs, rightly underſtood, can never be the

objects of ridicule, or cenſure. They vindicate

themſelves to the judgment and conſcience even of

che vicious. Miſrepreſentation, to which an honeſt

mind fhould ever be ſuperior, is here the only

ground
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ground of reproach. And what can even miſrepre.

ſentation alledge ? That, in youth, it is an affectation

of wiſdom and virtue above your companions, and

above your years ? Alas ! can any age be too early to

be wife,and to ſeek for real and durable felicity ? Iſ

the multitude of your companions afford few exam

ples of piety, is it not the greater honor to riſe to a

degree ofwiſdom rarely attained even in mature life ;

and, at an ages in which we think it much ifyou

learn with docility, to be able already to give an

example worthy of imitation ? Will the world buſy

itſelf to find out falſe motives for your change ? Let

fuch malice ſerve to diſguſt you the more with a

world the true character of which you are now juſt

beginning to diſcern . Will they ſay with a ſneer,

“ the faints !” “the hypocrites ! ” “ the weak fools !”

“ Ah ! this zeal will not laſt long !" - Let ſuch

ungenerous inſults only determine your réſolution

more firmly to ſupport the dignity of religion by the

integrity of your conduct, and by perſeverance in

virtue. If you do thus, be aſſured that the world

itſelf, after proving your ſincerity, and ſpending its

firſt reſentments upon you for having forſaken its

party, will regard you with reverence and eſteem .

It is not indeed religion, but inſincerity, and hypo

crify they deſpiſe. Ifthen you would filence obloquy

and obtain an honorable place in their hearts, be not

alhamed
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aſhamed of the doctrines of Chriſt. But you muſt

be careful to mix with your religion nothing weak or

ſuperſtitious, nothing libertine or worldlydo not

reſemble too much the men ofthe world it is their

own image which they deſpiſe in a chriſtian. Per.

fevere in the path of duty. They will convert

contempt or hatred into veneration --- they will

applaud your reſolution -- they will envy your deſtiny

and if they cannot reſemble you in their lives,

they will ſecretly ſigh that their end may be like yours,

41h. The folly of this evil conſiſts, in the laſt

place, in its expoſing us to infinite danger for the ſake

of covering a fruitleſs deception. « Whoever ſhall

be aſhamed of me, and of my words, faith the

Saviour, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſha

med. " — Woe to that man of whom the Son ſhall be

aſhamed ! God, when offended , might be reconciled

through his atonement. But, when the Saviour is

rejected ,there remaineth no more facrifice for ſins,

Is this the iffue of being aſhamed of the goſpel ?

Is this the reward of that frivolous honor which we

would preſerve in the opinion of a corrupted world,

by renouncing virtue ? Is this the fruit of thatcriminal

deception which we ſtrive to maịntain by unworthy

pretences againſt the ſtruggling ſenſe of inward duty ?

Do.we derive from it even preſent gain to make a

momentary compenſation for the eternal loſs ? No,

worldly
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worldly reputation and intereſt are, when rightly con ,

ſidered, in favour of religion. But, when the ſoul

when the hopes of ſalvation -- when the judgment of

God , are put in the balance againſt a Nander, a ſneer,

a fufpicion, a look of miſerable mortals, and out

weighed ! oh ! infinite folly ! My brethren , eternity

alone can diſcloſe it in its full magnitude, when we

ſhall ſee in the dreadful light of everlaſting burnings

the vanity of human opinion, and all the terrors of

that denunciation, " of him alſo ſhall the Son of man

be aſhamed . "

IInd. Having endeavoured, in few words, to

illuſtrate the folly of being aſhamed of religion , I

Thall, with çqual brevity, illuſtrate its guilt.--its

guilt conſiſts in exalting the authority of man above

the glory of Gud—in ingratitude to him who was not

alhamed of us-- and in promoting vice by the

pernicious influence ofour example.

ift. In exalting the authority of man above the

glory ofGod. His infinite perfection, independently

on his rights as our Creator, has a ſupreme claim to

our adoration and love. He is infinitely more wor,

thy than any ofhis creatures ofthe fervent and intire

devotion of our hearts. He who hath created the

powers of underſtanding and enjoyment is able to fill

them with conſummate and eternal conſolations,

Not
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Not to love him therefore --not to make his glory.

predominate over all other objects, is an evidence

that the heart is blind to moral beauty, and corrupted

in all its affections. But to make man the arbiter .

of our duty to God to make the divine glory ſtoop

to the pleaſure or opinion of a miſerable worm , is a.

crime beyond exprellion. Its malignity is to be

eſtimated from the perfection of him whois offended ;

and like that, it is infinite.

2nd. The guilt of this ſin conſiſts, in the next

place, in ingratitude to him who was not aſhamed

of us.

INGRATITUDE to a benefactor is among the moſt

deteſted vices. If the ingratitude of men for the

bleſſings of ſalvation ſtrikes us with leſs horror than

other examples of this ſin, it is becauſe we do nos

diſcern in the light of faith, the infinite diſtance

between the Creator and the creature. But when he

deſcends from his eternal throne when the incarnate

Deity ſubmits to ſuffer--when the divine glory was

not aſhamed ofhuman weakneſs-- that ſinners ſhould

be aſhamed of him !-be aſtoniſhed O Heavens at

this ! And tremble thou Earth who beareſt in thy

bofom ſuch guilt !

It has ſometimes been aſked by thoſewho are not

willing to make great facrifices, whether we may

not
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not acquit ourſelves ofduty in ſecret, without expoe

ſing our profeſſion to the viewof thoſe who would in

fultorderide it ? I anſwer no . - Sincerity glories in its

object. And when God is the object, the foul, occu

pied in the bleſſedneſs of its portion, forgets, in

meaſure, the applauſe or cenſure of the world. His

glory will be a ſufficient portion . when the world

frowns. The ſenſe of his love will ſupport the heart

againſt the fear of its reproach .--Shame to that

worldly prudence that is aſhamed of its God

Shall ſin , the diſgrace of our nature walk among us

with elevated and impudent forehead ? And ſhall

religion, the glory of the reaſonable ſoul, bluſh and

retire, leſt the profane eyes of men, dazzled with its

beauty, ſhould not be able to endure the fight ?

3d. Its guilt conſiſts, in the laſt place, in promo .

ting vice by the pernicious influence of our example,

Example is contagious. And the world becomes

more corrupted from the vice that is already in it. To

decline the profeſſion of religion through falſe ſhame,

is, in ſome reſpects, more injurious to the intereſts

of virtue in the world, than open impiety.-- This

ſometimes prevents imitation by a certain horror at

its enormity. That, by preſerving greater decency,

more effectually inſinuates its poiſon. Your exam

ple proclaims your unbelief, or your contempt ofthe

Goſpel-- and invites others to receive it with incre

dulity:
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dulity, or to treat it with ſcorn . In the accountof

divine juſtice, the depravity, and perhaps the pera

dition ofmany ſinners ſhall be charged to that crima

inal ſhame which alienates you from the life of God ,

and ſhall go to augment your guilt.

In the concluſion of this diſcourſe, permit me to

remark, that altho' divine grace alone can effectually

ſecure the heart, and raiſe it above the influence ofa

falſe and unholy ſhame, yet, it will greatly contribute

to this happy effect to have early eſtabliſhed juſt ideas

of honor and ſhame by a well directed education .

It is of great importance, in the beginning of life, to

preoccupy the mind by good impreſſions to teach

it to reverence God, before it has yet ſeen the beauties

of holineſs - to honour, before it has learned to love

religion - and to prepare it to deſpiſe, before it has

arrived to deteſt, the vices and the follies oftheworld .

It is of the greater importance, becauſe, our habits

and opinions are conſtantly and imperceptibly forming

by all that we fee andhear. If religion does not early

impart ſuch as are rational and juſt,the world will

neceſſarily prepoſſeſs the mind with ſuch as are per

nicious and falſe. Falſe ſhame will withhold it

from the influence of piety -- falſe honor will raiſe up

within it the moſt dangerous enemies to falvation ,

Let parents and inſtructors, therefore, be diligent

to diſcharge their duty with fidelity to the riſing

generation
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generation . The moſt happy fruits will reward your

prudent and honeſt żeal. Reflect whatadvantages

you enjoy when you plead the cauſe of piecy againſt

vice — and of Heaven againſt the world. What can

be more glorious than the ſervice of the King of

kings? What more great and worthy than virtue

which brings to perfection all the beſt and nobleſt

principles of human nature ? Religion is the true

glory, as well as happineſs ofman. Sin only is his

real ſhame. It is accompanied, beſides, with

Unſpeakable danger, and is ſpeedily tending to

eternal ruin.

६
SUFFER me to extend a little this idea. It is

ſtrongly implied in the expreſſion of our Saviour

ofhim alſo ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, when

he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy

angels."

e .

i All miſeries are included in this threatening.

When God condeſcends to treat the finner in this

language of ſarcaſtic contempt it ſtrikes me as the

moſt fearful denunciation ofdivine vengeance. Other

threatenings ſeem more definitely to mark their

penalties — This preſents nothing diſtinctly to the

imagination, but holds up every thing moft terrible

to our fears.---Shall I call up to view the laſt tribunal ?

The Heavenson fire ? The Earth ſhaken and moved

outof its place ? The Elements melting with fervent

heat
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heat before the wrath ofGod and ofthe Lamb ? Shall

I ſpeak of Topher that is ordained of old, the pile

whereof isfire and much wood, and the breath of the

Lord as a ſtream of brimſtone doth kindle it ? And

Thall I not ſay, after all, that his moſt fearful ſentence

is “ of him ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed ?” This

is indignant juſtice heightened by contempt. The

flames of anger may conſume the finner -- Shame

will bury him forever from his fight in the depths of

mifery. What! baniſhed fromthy ſight O merciful

Saviourof men ! This is indeed the blackneſs of the

everlaſting darkneſs! Let thoſe unhappy men who are

aſhamed of Chriſt and ofhis words, deeply reflect on

this dreadful deſtiny ! To perſuade you to this wife

and neceſſary reſolution is the whole object of the

prefent diſcourſe.

May the Spirit of God add to theſe inſtructions

his own evidence, and his almighty energy

May he impart to us a wiſe eſtimate of eternity and

time ! Ofthe opinions of men , and the approbation

of God And now to the King eternal, immor

tal and inviſible be rendered, through Jeſus Chriſty

all hcnor, glory; and praiſe, from all on earth, and all

in Heaven !

AMEN )
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